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This is a photograph of words built from hate speech collected 
over a six-month period Nov 2011 - April 2012, from online news 
article, essays, forums, threads, etc. for a purpose only sociology 
professors, policy makers and judges could truly fathom: an 
exhaustive Archive of Hate and Dis-information.  I first decided to 
use the Internet after I noticed how the media did not mention the 
ACTUAL number of arrests in Los Angeles of “RV dwellers” 
during the 2010 Thanksgiving holidays (52) as if all that misery 
really didn’t happen.  This is a quasi-scholarly attempt, to use the 
words of the ‘public’ to show how the Settled (those in. ’real’  
houses) are committing a mini-pogrom which is, after all, defined 
as a planned campaign of persecution or extermination 
sanctioned by a government and directed against an ethnic 
group) the Nomadic group.  One thing lead to another and I kept 
going around the globe following a Tsunami of bigotry…I took a 
snapshot to show… a postcard of hate.  It was a conscious and 
necessary decision to include scholars, lawyers, activists, and 
other Travellers’ voices so that I would not drown in all the hate, 
while at the same time, myself and my family, living in an 
‘outlawed’ manner.  That alone drove my work and forced me to 
take a colourful photo as I possibly could. 
 
forum for Second Life, an online video game depicting a virtual life    (Jan 30,  2011)   
                   “Do I still have to pay rent if I live in a vehicle?” 
 
quote from a novel about Afghanistan Wandering Falcon by Jamil Ahmad  
 
Living & Sleeping in a Motor Vehicle Anywhere in Chile   (Dec 6, 2010) 
                         
Camping & Living in a Vehicle in Morocco    (Sept 14, 2011) 
************************************************************************ 

 What Basis for This GypsyTraveller  Bias  
 
U.K.  Guardian   (Sept 2011) 
                   Why the Gypsy Life is such a Bestseller  
  
from website:  Anorak.co.uk   (April 21, 2012) 
TMZ says all gypsies are thieves “My Big Fat American Wedding” gets racistier     

 



 

 
map of Europe’s  gypsyTraveller ‘hotspots’    
 
U.K.  Guardian  (Dec 7, 2010)   
                    Hideously diverse Britain | Is it still better to travel? 
 
History Today by Becky Taylor  (June 2011)      
               Britain's Gypsy Travellers: A People on the Outside 
 
LiveLeak     More gypsy chaos/total disregard for any sort of law 
 
Petition24.com  (June 2011)            
FACEBOOK – NO PLACE FOR GYPSY/ROMA/TRAVELLER HATE PAGES  
 
CableForum     (Aug 03, 2006)          
                    Pikeys - Human Rights - What about us? 
 
Metro News   (2007) 
                  'Pikey' is now a race hate word (2007) 
 
Travellers Times   (2009) 
                    School says sorry after teacher calls pupil 'pikey' 
 
an opinion piece by Harry Phibbs in the Mail (June 16, 2009) 
                     The growth of gypsy camps is yet another reason  
                     why the Human Rights Act should be abolished 
 
Austrian Independent  (April 2012)   
               Racism row over gypsy gunman story 
 
U.K. Answers Yahoo   (Dec 2011)        
                      How come people hate gypsies?   
 
Answers Yahoo      (2007)            
                      Gypsy life and people who hate it? 
 
Angry egg blog (March 2009)    
                      I Hate Gypsies 
 
 opinion piece by Jack Steel coming out of Bristol, U.K.on Vice.com    
                     I HATE GYPSIES BUT THEY SEEM NICE   
      
Anti-gypsy YouTube Videos with comments afterwards  (2012)   
 
The Lounge  (a forum from May 2009)   I  FUCKING HATE GYPSIES 

 



 

 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antiziganism 
 
Irish Examiner  (March 16, 2012) 
                       Kidnapped, gang raped, tortured, shot and dumped, but no one cares 
 
YouTube videos 
                        I am an European Roma Women         
 
UK Guardian Feb 2011       
                         We must mend our love-hate relationship with Gypsies 
 
Guardian  (Aug 17, 2008) 
                       'Why do the Italians hate us?' 
 
Aljazeera indepth/opinion  by Julian Popov   (Dec 2011)    
                      European shame over the Roma question 
                       
paper by: Sinead Ni Shunear   Growing up as a Gypsy 
      Source: Children of Minorities - Gypsies, edited by Sandro Costarelli, Unicef, 1992 
                                                 
Welcome to the Scottish Traveller Education Programme (STEP)     
             
Revd Roger Redding,   
Chaplain to Gypsies & Travellers, Chairman, SWANomads 
                    A Short History of Gypsies & Travellers in Great Britain 
        
News update from the Traveller’s Rest website by Richard J. Waters     
************************************************************************ 
                                  Us and Them 
I added these four particularly strong voices to show it from the other side of 
the fence. 
 
Eelkat’s blog    (July 28, 2010)     
               How to have a gypsy Lifestyle 
                    a Traveller in Maine explains why she stopped travelling and how  
                    she returned  to the road and what it feels like to be travelling again 
 
Off-the-Grid                                                    
                    Why I live in my car              
                    Jassen Bowman  explains why he decided (like many others)  
                    to live full-time in his car.  He is an employed realtor, recovering  
                    from his home foreclosure, he CHOSE to live in a vehicle. 
 
British Blades  (July 2010)   Living in a vehicle  (Great Britain)    

 



 

 
Vancouver, Canada  Van Dwellers.org   (2011)    
            an admirer from afar comments on his dream to van dwell one day   
************************************************************************ 
Worldwide Attitude on the Extra Need to Police the Nomadic 
 
U.S. police forum  (2011)     
                   Sleeping/Living in Your Vehicle:  will it get someone arrested?  
 
Centre for Comparative Housing Research   (2005) 
                      Policing Gypsies and Travellers  (U.K.) 
 
Sussex.police.uk website offers advice and support/gypsies & travellers 
 
JohnCooke.com   (1997)    It's all in a name: GYPSY 
 
Google Group about Murphy Village  (1998)      
                      Simple living and slick cons: 'Travelers' walk both roads 
 
NBC Dateline (Oct 11, 2002  …   14 years later) 
                       Inside the World of Irish Travellers     
TribeMagazine.com   (Oct 21, 2002)     
                      The Irish Travellers, White Gypsies 
   
Independent  in Texas  (April 15, 2007)     
                     Irish Traveller to die behind bars after one scam too many   
 
PoliceMag.com   (March 2008)     
                     Gypsy criminal groups   
 
Inside Social.com  (May 2008)     
                     Arrests made in gypsy scam against the elderly 
   
Augusta Chronicle/June 2001   Seven Irish Travelers charged with fraud 
   
WTVQ "On Your Side"  Lexington Kentucky/May 2002  
                     The Travelers'' are back in the Bluegrass 
   
USA Today/September 26, 2002  Clan members roam nation 
   
Oshkosh Northwestern/September 27, 2002   
                  Woman caught on tape beating daughter says she's part of group  
   
WALB News, Georgia/March 12, 2008 
                      Traveling con artists spotted in South Georgia 

 



 

 
The Sealy News, Texas/April 10, 2009 
                     Sealy PD warns against Irish Travelers scams 
 
Arapahoe County Sheriff’s Office warning 
                     “Gypsy and Traveler Scams” 
 
Pueblo, Colorado DA’s website  (2011) 
                    Travelers/Gypsies = Springtime Scams 
 
eHow.com   Irish Traveler Scams 
                         
DigitalJournal.com  (Oct 2008)      
                    American Homeowners Being Scammed By Gypsy Clan Posers? 
                                              
Lite987.com  (2011)       Gypsies in New York 
 
Sciway3.com/freemoors    
                     where a Massachusetts reader takes exception with the  
                     bigotry portrayed in Canada in this media piece: 
                     RCMP Warn Residents Of Travelling Scam Artists  
 
Free Republic.com thread  (Sept 2002)      
                      Travelers...who, what and where are they?     
***********************************************************************            
   a  Look at how Segregation is Working Out   
 
SWEDEN   
 
The Local  (Dec 2011     Woman loses flat 'because she was Roma' 
                                                                             
FRANCE 
 
Deccan Herald   
                      EU condemns France's Gypsy expulsion    
 
Aljazeera (Nov 2011) 
                    UN condemns Sarkozy Government for Roma Deportations  
 
AFP    (Aug 15, 2010)   
                 French Gypsy protest blocks major highway 
The next entry was found on a website put out by gypsies called www.jewify.org where 
the word gypsy or traveller has been changed to jew.  It becomes immediately apparent 
what the site owner was trying to do. 

 

http://www.jewify.org/


 

 
EU Times (July 31, 2010)       
                  Sarkozy orders all Jews expelled from France  
 
BBC News  (Sept 28, 2012)  
                    Vigilantes burn Roma camp in Marseille, France 
 
ITALY 
(more satire from website www.jewify.com ~ the only word changed is gypsy to jew)   
USA Today  (July 3, 2008)     Italy starts controversial plan to fingerprint Jews 
 
New York Times  (June 8, 2008) 
                 Gypsies in Italy protest prejudice 
 
New York Times  (April 23, 2011) 
                  Gypsies Protest Rome’s Shelter Plan 
                                             
ANSA   (April 25, 2011) 
                  Roma Gypsies receive Easter egg from Pope 
                  Benedict urges more 'open-hearted' approach 
 
ABC.net.au   (June 12, 2011) 
                  Pope wants gypsies integrated into society 

Adnkronos  (June 23, 2011) 
                  Italy: Activists protest planned Sinti Gypsy settlement 
 
Adrkronos   (June 20, 2011) 
                  Italy: European Rights body condemns Roma Gypsies' treatment 
 
Androkonos  (June 19, 2011) 
                  Italy: Human rights watchdog concerned about immigrants 
 
GREAT BRITAIN 
 
Telegraph  (Jan 31, 2011) 
                  Gypsies on the way, and the locals don't like it 
 
Rick Ross Institute    (June 05, 2009)        
                   Farmer branded racist for telling the truth about travellers 
                        
U.K. Guardian    (June 08,  2010)            
                   Gypsies prepare to fight government housing policy 
 
from web site scam.com  (Sept 14, 2011)    

 

http://www.jewify.com/


 

                   U.K. Pussies and 'Traveller' Scum 
                England’s Welfare Nomads     by Gavin McInnes  (Sept 09, 2011) 
 
from website VICE 
                   The War at Dale Farm 
 
Daily Mail  (March 14, 2011) 
                   Essex travellers facing eviction threaten Big Fat Gypsy War on the authorities  
       
from Dale Farm’s website (Oct 22, 2011)   Basildon Council enforce media ‘blackout 
 
comments following a 43-minute documentary on You Tube about the eventual eviction        
at Dale Farm uploaded by itistv (Nov 9, 2011)   
 
U.K. Guardian    (Feb 8, 2012)  
                Travellers' eviction came in well under budget 
                                 
U.K. Independent  (Jan 7, 2012)            
                  Travellers will be offered sites to avoid repeat of Dale Farm 
                                £47m plan to provide hundreds of pitches                         
from a web site RedPepper.org.uk  
                  Dale Farm: The human cost of prejudice 
 
Guardian   (Feb 23, 2012)                 
               Dale Farm Travellers hope UN official's visit will end their plight 
 
Old Bailey Online  
                  The British Gypsy & Traveller Communities  
                                     
Manchester Evening News   (Feb 10, 2012) 
                   Struck off: Stockport nurse who  
                    cut off hair of gypsy patient  suffering from dementia           
 
Guardian  (Oct 30, 2003) 
                    Gypsy caravan burned in village bonfire     
 
Guardian  (Nov 12, 2003)                 
                    Arrests for burning of 'Gypsy caravan' 
 
Guardian  (Nov 16, 2003) 
                    A burning issue in the village 
 
Travellers Times (Autumn 2004) 
                    Fighting fire with fire 
                Travellers made streets safer  
 

 



 

BBC.co.uk   (Feb 1, 2012)    
                     Meriden Gypsy protesters to be evicted after council vote 
 
Telegraph   (Feb 2, 2012) 
                     Villagers monitoring gypsy camp to be evicted  
                      - because THEY  don't have planning permission, just  like the Travellers   
                            
from website Dorsetecho.co.uk  (Feb 7, 2012) 
                     First round of consultation over Dorset gypsy sites ends soon 
                                
from website Bournemouthecho.co.uk  (Feb 7, 2012)       
                     Residents urged to have their say on proposed traveller sites 
 
BBC    (Feb 7, 2012) 
                     Newent travellers apply for planning permission for site 
 
from website thisisgloucestershire.co.uk   (Feb 9, 2012) 
                     Newent travellers stay at site despite notice to leave                          
 
from website  clactonandfrintongazette.co.uk  (Feb 9, 2012) 
                      Travellers move on to Clacton timber yard 
 
from website thisisbath.co.uk     
                     Bath & NE Somerset to spend £1.8m on new travellers' site 
 
from website   Bournemouthecho.co.uk   (Feb 9, 2012) 
                     Fight against 'next Dale Farm' traveller site at Cannon Hill 
  
Letter to the editor of the Wakefield Express (Feb 10, 2012) 
                      Council must stay strong against gypsy home plans 
 
from the  Peterborough Today   (Feb 10, 2012) 
                      Werrington Residents Livid Over the Return of Travellers 
 
Yorkshire Evening Post  (Feb 10, 2012) 
                      Anger at Offensive Leeds Traveller Camp Ban 
 
opinion piece by  Kelvin Mackenzie in the Daily Mail   (Feb 10, 2012) 
                      David Cameron’s Big Fat Silence on Gypsies 
                                      
Daily Mail   (Feb 10, 2012)   
                       Giant gypsy 'caravan' gets police escort through village  
 
  Fife Today (Feb 15, 2012)                      
                        Please clear this midden 
 

 



 

Yorkshire Evening Post  (Feb 11, 2012)        
                       Law Move as Leeds Travellers Move On 
 
NewMarket Journal    (Oct 5, 2012) 
                       Village Gypsy Site Scheme is Scrapped 
 
The Lincolnite   (Oct 5, 2012)   
Lincolnshire Traveller charity goes on the road with new learning bus 
 
Daily Mail  (Feb 11, 2012)     
                      Gypsy weddings are back, bigger and fatter!  
 
forum MetaFilter (June 19, 2011)     
                      How do they pay for their big fat gypsy weddings? 
 
U.K.  Guardian   (Feb 11, 2012)     
                      Does Big Fat Gypsy Weddings tell the truth about Travellers?  
 
Telegraphy  (Marc 2011) 
                      Big Fat Gypsy Weddings 10 facts about Gypsies and Travellers 
 
Radio Times  (Feb 15, 2012) 
                       Travellers’ group protests over Channel 4’s  
                      “stigmatizing” Big Fat Gypsy Weddings posters 
 
The Drum    (Feb 22, 2012) 
                      ASA announces it will not investigate ‘Bigger. Fatter. Gypsier.’ ad 
 
www.ekklesia.co.uk/ 
Gypsies & travellers victims of 'socially acceptable racism'  (Oct 7, 2012) 
 
Pipopotamotamus’ blog      (Feb 14, 2012)       
       An Open Letter to Channel 4  (and Channel 4’s reply) 
       April 8th is International Roma Day: celebrations or tribulations?    
 
UK Yahoo Answers   (Feb 2012)  
“I don’t hate gypsies and I never have, they are also very clean as well and have the most   
      amazing weddings, some people in England really hate them. What I want to know is  
      who has watched my big fat gypsy wedding and changed their views on them?” 
                      
Announcement for 2012 Roma Nation Day Protest in London 
 
Activists rally in European cities to support Roma   Huffington Post  
                        October 7, 2012  
 
 
NON-ETHNIC GROUPS OF U.K. TRAVELLERS 

 



 

 
Letter to Traveller’s Times  (issue Summer 2009) asking that New Age Travellers   
                    NOT be reported on, only “real” gypsyTravellers    
 
from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
                    New Age travellers 
 
from website andyworthington.co.uk 
                    The Battle of the Beanfield: 25th Anniversary Events  28.5.10 
 
from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
                     Battle of the Beanfield   (June 1, 1985 )   
 
YouTube video about the Battle of the Beanfield    
 
Ruth Phillips  
                     Demons for a New Age?   
                   New Age Travellers, The Media and Moral Panics 
 
Daily Mail   (30 September 2012)  
21st century Gypsies: Stunning pictures show how new-age travellers are now adopting 
traditional horse-drawn caravans    
 
HUNGARY 
 
from website  RightWorld     (Oct 2010) 
              Nationalists would outlaw denial of ‘Gypsy criminality’ 
 
from website  VICE.com         (undated) 
                   Far Right Terror in Hungary 
 
Bloomberg Business week      (Sept 12, 2011)        
                In Hungary, the Jobless Go to Labor Camp 
 
Washington Post  (Feb 16, 2012) 
                   Hungarian film that takes cue from recent Gypsy killings  
                    premieres at Berlin festival 
 
from website xpatloop.com  
                Hungary's Response to the Comprehensive  
                 Report of the Commissioner for Human Rights of the Council of Europe 
 
ROMANIA 
 
from website romea.com 

 



 

               Hindus ask Madonna to highlight Gypsy apartheid  
             (issue during her Europe tour  & she was treated to boos the first time she did it ) 
 
Time.com    ( Dec 8, 2010) 
              Romania's Government Moves to Rename the Roma 
                              
BULGARIA 
 
from global spin, blog by William Lee Adams (Sept 28, 2011)  
               Gypsies Into Glue!’:  Anti-Roma Protests Sweep Bulgaria 
                       
from website observers.france24.com   (Sept 9, 2011)  
               Gypsy Tsar' case triggers violent protests against Roma community 
          
              the "Gypsy Tsar’s" house went up in smoke   (Sept 23, 2011) 
 
               Demonstration by extremists against “gypsy terror" (sept 23, 2011)  
              in front of the parliament building in Sofia    
 
 Novinite (Sept 27, 2011)  
                Bulgarian NGOS:  Roma Clashes Handled Incompetently  
 
Independent  (Sept 28, 2011)  
              Anti-Roma Riots Engulf Bulgaria After Teenage Tragedy  
               
FOCUS News Agency (Sept 28, 2011) 
                Roma Youth Conference in Strasbourg Call for Attention to Anti-                    
                Gypsy Protest in Bulgaria  
 
Novinite  (Sept 28, 2011) 
                EU Condemns Anti-Roma Rallies in Bulgaria 
 
 The Sofia Echo   (Sept 29, 2011) 
                Siderov in Shouting Matches on Bulgarian Breakfast TV Shows   
 
Novinite  (Sept 29, 2011) 
                 Bulgarian Volunteers Clean FaceBook from Xenophobic Groups 
 
OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions & Human Rights  (Sept 29, 2011) 
                 Violent Anti-Roma Protests in Bulgaria Show Urgent Need  
                  to Combat Extremism, OSCE Human Rights Chief Says 
 
European Roma Rights Center  (Sept 29, 2011) 
                 Bulgaria Must Ensure the Safety of its Romani  Citizens  
 
European Roma Information Office (Sept 30, 2011) 

 



 

                 Statement by ERIO Concerning the Ethnic Unrest     
                 Against Roma in Bulgaria    
 
RIA Novosti   (Sept 30, 2011) 
                 Bulgarian Gypsies Brace for Major Anti-Roma Protest 
 
Novositi  (Jan 10, 2012)               
              Amnesty International Urges Bulgaria to Halt Attacks on Roma 
 
SLOVAKIA  
 
BBC  (March 9, 2010) 
                Slovakia's separation barrier to keep out Roma 
 
CZECH REPUBLIC 
 
CNN  
                Neo-Nazis Burned 2-Year Old Gypsy Girl in Arson Attack 
 
BBC     (Jan 13, 2010)      
                Amnesty says Czech schools still fail Roma Gypsies 
 
SERBIA 
 
CNN & VICE.com   (Jan 12, 2012)      
                 Kosovo gypsies living in 'toxic' camps 
 
Amnesty International     (April 26, 2012) 
                Serbia Must Halt Forced Eviction of 250 Families  
 
Balkan Insight    (May 7, 2012) 
             Roma Eviction Sullies Belgrade’s Image 
 
ISRAEL 
 
CNN  by Petra Van Der Zande   (March 3, 2010) 
                 Hidden Gypsies of Jerusalem 
 
BURMA 
 
Project Maje 
                 Sea Gypsies of Burma 

 



 

 
Teak Door    (Jan 15, 2011) 
                 Sea gypsies protest over fishing rights 
 
Phuket Gazette 
 Sea gypsy representatives: 30 communities along Andaman Coast register at the meeting 
 
www.aljazeera.com  Oct 2012           Indonesia's last nomadic sea gypsies 
 
U.S.A. 
Liveaboards v. Locals  (July 2010)   xenophobia towards the Marina life     
 
FLORIDA 
RV Travel   Florida city backpedals to avoid "RV unfriendly" image   (undated) 
 
RV Daily Report   (Jan 28, 2011)     
                 Florida city to enforce ban on overnight parking at Walmart 
 
Colombia County Observer  (Feb 3, 2011)      
                  Time is of the essence to improve the image 
 
TEXAS 
irv2              unfriendly RV locations     (August 2011)       
 
GEORGIA 
Bus Conversions    RV Unfriendly McDonough, GA    (March 23, 2008) 
 
MONTANA 
Bus Conversion    
                   Letter to Missoula Mayor about the RVer’s power    (June 3, 2007) 
irv2            Billings, Montana now RV unfriendly   (Aug 2005)      
 
MSStreets     (April 2011)   
                     U.S.A. map of RV un-friendly places   
  
Gabby Jim   (Sept 14, 2010) RVers Against NOP   i.e no overnight parking laws   
            
MAINE 
Family Motor Coach Association   (May 8, 2009)       
         forum showing members how to stop Maine’s pending anti-RV bill    
 
NORTH DAKAOTA 
Workers Living in RVs Face Eviction in Oil Town     (April 13, 2012) 

 



 

by RV Business ·  
 
ARIZONA, SOUTH DAKOTA & more  
Gypsy Journal             RV un-Friendly Communities  
 
OHIO 
Stop City Fraud     City of Euclid v. Fitzthum    
 
 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Reocities.com  (Feb  1997)       
                    Travellers and Gypsies Face Harassment 
 
In the state of South Carolina, a town ordinance declares: "Gypsies: 
Prohibited in County" (License Ordinance 1994 Town of Batesburg 
Leesville, S.C., p. 18).  
 
RealEstate.AOL.com     (Nov 23, 2011)      
                      The New Homeless Living Behind the Wheel    
 
VIRGINIA 
New York Times (2006)      
                     Keeping It Secret as the Family Car Becomes a Home 
 
WISCONSIN 
forum on Daily Page.com re. car living      
 
OKLAHOMA          
Comment on www.freethegypsy.ramonamayon.com   (2010)  
                        from a fellow Traveller, Laura Morseth 
 
MY BIG FAT AMERICAN GYPSY WEDDING 
 
Houston Press review of new series May 2012 
 
Zapit2it blog:  My Big Fat American Gypsy Wedding Brings the Bling 
 
Babycenter.com thread about My Big Fat American Gypsy Wedding  
 
Voice of America Oct 5, 2012         New York Roma Enrich City's Culture 
************************************************************************ 

West Coast Plan to Eradicate Poorer Nomadic 
 

http://www.freethegypsy.ramonamyon.com/


 

 
California v. Carney   (1985) 
only Ruling on record by U.S. Supreme Court regarding Rvs as a home  
stating  police can search RVs without warrants    
(Author’s Note:  Justice Steven’s Dissent is particularly compelling in support of privacy) 
************************************************************************  
http://journals.chapman.edu/ojs/index.php/VocesNovae/article/view/20/94 
The Bum Blockade: Los Angeles and the Depression 
(Author’s Note: I chose to begin and end this section with enough history to show the 
mentality of a people who are convinced they have the right to keep the nomadic out of 
their community)  
 
 NAPA, CALIFORNIA  
Cities Crack Down on Wal-Mart Campers   (July, 2004)  
This story originally appeared in the San Francisco Chronicle 
 
SANTA CRUZ, CALIFORNIA 
GROUND ZERO of the Cali sleep wars from the group Huff: Santa Cruz conditions 
2011          
 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 
 
San Francisco Chronicle column (Sept 1997)  
                        Life among the Vehicularly Challenged 
 
SF Examiner (Sept 1997)  
                        Mayor’s Vision of a Vehicle Vision  
                         
New York Times (1997)     
                        SF Seeks Parking for Homeless’ Homes 
 
SF Chronicle (1998)         
                        SF May Allow Homeless to Live in Cars 
 
Poor Magazine (2001)              
         Red-Tagged: Creation of the Vehicularly-Housed Bill of Rights   
 
The Actual Law: SFPD Code 97-98 and San Francisco Homeless Coordinating Board 
Minutes of Meetings  (only time RVs mentioned)    
           May 24, May 29, June 11, June 29, July 19, Aug 23 and on Sept 13, 2001 
   
This next article was added in the middle of the archived minutes to show that this  
policy ‘statement ‘ had absolutely NO effect on the civil rights abuse of gypsyTravellers 
 
Bay Guadian    Rachel Brahinsky   (2001)     No cars and no cash     

 



 

             includes vivid on-scene description of the aftermath in  the towing of 12 RVs 
 
Returning to  minutes of other meetings where Rvs are discussed:  Dec 13, 2006  
          Jan 25, April 19, June 21, July 2, Aug 26, 2007  and   May 2, 2011    
     
San Francisco officials’ quotes on ‘people those who reside in their vehicles 
 
Sunset Beacon (Nov 2003) 
              Taking Back Our Neighborhood 
  
SF Examiner  (Oct 2004) 
              Boats, Rvs Caught in the Crosshairs  
 
SF Examiner  (Mar 2006) 
            Car Campers Along Great Highway Face New Fine    
  
SF Chronicle  (Sept 2006)   essay by City Attorney Dennis Herrera 
             Quality-of-Life is a Progressive Value 
 
see.click.fix.com  (2010)  thread involving ‘people those who reside in their  
             vehicle’ includes comments from head of Social Outreach Team   
 
SF Examiner (2008)      
             SF Market is in a Van Down by the River 
 
SF Examiner (2008)  a two page/3 article spread with several photos                  
                     Asleep at the Wheel 
                     Outreach Teams Determined to Help Homeless 
                     Car Dwellers Keep Parking Even When Cops Come Knocking 
 
SF Examiner (April 2009) Police Blotter 
                    Move On 
 
SF Examiner (2009)  
                    Homelessness on the Rise but Fewer People on the Streets 
 
SF Examiner  (Jan 2011)  
                    Campers Cause Headaches for Residents: Great Highway  
                    stretch popular place to park, but practice is illegal 
 
The Pioneer Online (Mar 2011) 
                   Homeless CSUEB Professor Lives in Van 
 
SF Examiner   (Mar 2011) 
                    SF Homeless Living Out of a Vehicle Not Always Unemployed 
 

 



 

Potero View  (August 2011) 
                    Southside: Homeless RV Encampments Plague India Basin 
                     
Section on my very own local (Ocean Beach) Hate-monger, John Zwolinski  
                     a clip being interviewed by Rob Roth KUTV news (Jan 2011) 
                     Stoke Report 2011 SF tries to find solution for homeless living in Rvs 
                     FaceBook fan page for Ocean Beach Bulletin  (May 2011) 
 
Ocean Beach Bulletin    
                     Golden Gate Park crime largely unreported, say officials and residents                   
                     (Dec 14, 2011)   
                    
                     Great Highway car campers draw neighborhood complaints & police action    
                     (Dec 30, 2011) 
 
                 Car camping in Outer Sunset presents many problems but few solutions                   
                     (June 2011) 
 
ABC News  (with video)  
                      SF tries to find solution for homeless living in RVs (Aug 5, 2011) 
 
Blog RV Lifestyle  (Aug 2011)      
                     RVs and homelessness in San Francisco 
 
from website Stocker Report    
                    RANT: SF tries to find solution for homeless living in RVs 
 
SF Examiner   (Jan 2012)   Big Vehicles Face Parking Ban 
  
SF Examiner  (Feb 2012)   
                    People Living in Vehicles Aren’t Slobs 
                    Letter to Editor about above hit piece from a vehicle dweller 
 
Richmond SF blog.com  (April 16, 2012)    our other beach neighborhood where we park 
     Hustler Club Mobile Stripper Truck Parking in the Neighborhood: Do You Care?  
 
RV parking faces limits in some spots  San Francisco Chronicle  (Sept 26, 2012) 
 
actual  emails  from  citizens in support of the new ban on gypsyTravellers’ homes 
         
PARKING WOES:  Supes Crack Down on Overnight Trailer/Camper Parking 
               SF Curbed   Sept 25, 2012 
 
RVs parked overnight in San Francisco have to hit road  
                SF Examiner  Sept 25, 2012    
 
SF Examiner   Sept 17, 2012 

 



 

New RV rules irk homeless advocates 
 
Ocean Beach Bulletin   Sept 17, 2012 
Great Highway wall of RVs targeted by new proposal 
Author/Editor Ramona Mayon is quoted in Tom Prete’s article above, but there is an earlier 
online encounter on Mrs. Mayon’s (where this free book is to be made available: 
www.mybigfatbookofgypsytravellerhate.ramonamayon.com/my-modern-day-gypsy-wagon ) 
 
KQED    October 1, 2012  
San Francisco's Homeless Czar Defends Recent Encampment Clearings 
 
Ocean Beach Bulletin  Sept 25, 2012 
RV parking plan unfairly targets people living in vehicles – Opinion 
 
the Burning of Carville  circa 1913 
 
CONCORD, CALIFORNIA 
 
California City Prevails in RV Parking Issue  (April 11, 2011 ) 
by RV Business  
 
 
SAN LUIS OBISPO, CALIFORNIA 
 
calcoastnews.com    April 26, 2012 
Homeless plaintiff’s RV seized by SLO police  
 
calcoastnews.com     May 29, 2012 
Homeless reject SLO parking plan 
 
 calcoastnews.com    June 1, 2012 
Judge sets settlement conference between SLO and homeless 
 
calcoastnews.com    July 9, 2012 
Dietrick slams judge’s ruling as judicial misinterpretation 
 
calcoastnews.com   July 26, 2012 
Judge delays reinstating homeless ticketing ban 
 
calcoastnews.com    August 10, 2012 
SLO homeless win big in ticketing battle 
 
calcoastnews.com   September 19, 2012 
SLO again facing litigation for homeless ticketing 
 

 

http://www.mybigfatbookofgypsytravellerhate.ramonamayon.com/my-modern-day-gypsy-wagon


 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
 
Blurb for TV Show: KCET’s SoCal Connected    (May 31, 2009) 
 
Minutes to Feb 9, 2009 meeting of  VNC Ad Hoc Committee on    
                    Homelessness/Vehicular Occupation  
 
Thread from YoVenice website discussing a Feb 2010 field trip to see how  
                     Santa Barbara’s segregation (aka ’Safe Camping”) program is   
                  working out    
 
LA Times (Aug 26, 2010)      
                 The RV War in Venice is Heating Up 
 
YoVenice forum dealing w/ ongoing RV Dweller problem (Aug 27, 2010)  
 
A long description of atmosphere on Venice streets Oct 13, 2010 from 
                    Los Angeles Craigslist 
 
 ???????   RV Dweller's Perspective   
 
Notice of online petition at Change.org in support of RV Dwellers 
 
LETTER CIRCULATED BY WATCHDAWG ABOUT THE RVs 
   
Daily Kos  (Dec 1, 2010) 
                     A Death in Venice:  James Hunter, van dweller 
                     mentions the arrests but gives no indication of the huge scope of them  
                    (52 arrests of anything is a lot; THINK about it: 52 prostitutes, 52 drug 
                     Dealers, 52 stray dogs…why not include the number?)     
       
Argonaut Newspaper   (Dec 1, 2010)       
                  Venice: Residents living in vehicles file federal lawsuit  
                   alleging they have been targets of city enforcement 
                   no actual mention in news article of the 52 (!!!) arrests                
 
LA Curbed   (Dec 2, 2010)     
                Venice: Residents living in vehicles file federal lawsuit  
                     alleging they have been targets of city enforcement 
                    no actual mention in article of 52 (!!!) arrests                
 
LA Times    (Dec 12, 2010)    
                     Homeless advocates march in Venice  activists allege police  
                     are unfairly targeting people who live in RVs and on the street 
                     no actual mention in article of 52 (!!!) arrests                                     
 

 



Spirit of Venice anti-City blog about Roendahl‘s failures (Feb 2011) 

April 13, 2011  letter to community from Councilman Rosendahl 
re. the progress made on segregation 

Text from the City of Venice’s powerpoint presentation: 
Roadmap to Housing:Addressing Vehicular Living in CD11 
Improving Lives, Improving Community  

Spirit of Venice blog (April 25, 2011) 
Overthrow 85.02

Spirit of Venice (May 25 2011) 
80 year-old Homeless Woman with Cancer in Venice RV faces Nightmare 

   week of harassment

Spirit of Venice  (June 2, 2011) 
blog entry of Jonothan Shiloka Pearson  
Farmer in town for the Market describes SWAT team 
confiscation of his bio-diesel bus & dogs  

LA Times   (April 2, 2012) 
RV dwellers are constantly forced to relocate  

SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA 

Answerville.com   CNN’s Mom Forced to Live in Car with Dogs  

RV Business 
Santa Barbara RV Dwellers Fighting City Hall 

Independent     (March 15, 2011)        
RV Dwellers Seek to Reopen Lawsuit Attorneys 

Rolling Stone Magazine 
The Sharp, Sudden Decline of America's Middle Class 

             They had good, stable jobs - until the recession hit.  
Now they're living out of their cars in parking lots               

EMERITUS ATTORNEY who brought Santa Barbara to court:     GLEN MOWRER 

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 



Blog Keep Ballard Friendly       (Aug 2008) 
  focus is keeping RVs out of this Seattle suburb  

Another website on same topic, same area  My Ballard.com   
Two More Vehicles Reported and Documented   (2009) 
No RV Parks in Ballard  (2011) 
Legal to live in your car/camper on public streets !!!  (2009) 

CANADA 

B.C. Resident Instigates RV Parking Review 
July 1, 2011 by RV Business  

For Once, RVers Get Reprieve on Parking Issue 
June 29, 2012 by RV Business  
*********************************************************************** 

LEGEND 

V = comment suggests violence be perpetrated against 
GypsyTraveller (or Hitler is mentioned in a positive manner re. 
Gypsy Holocaust)  

I would begin with this  bizarre thread I found on a forum for the 
game  ‘SecondLife‘. The discussion is about a VIRTUAL world and 
probably the nearest one could get to the rawness of human 
bigotry & xenophobia of the nomadic.   As you read the first entry, 
remember these people are discussing nomadism in an online 
video game.  

http://community.secondlife.com/t5/General-Discussions/Do-I-
still-have-to-pay-rent-if-I-live-in-a-vehicle/td-p/495456 

  Do I still have to pay rent if I live in a vehicle? 

Leslie Boxen  Honored Resident  Posts: 18  01-30-2011 08:55 AM 
I'm thinking about buying a flying aircraft machine type thing, and 

http://community.secondlife.com/t5/General-Discussions/Do-I-still-have-to-pay-rent-if-I-live-in-a-vehicle/td-p/495456
http://community.secondlife.com/t5/General-Discussions/Do-I-still-have-to-pay-rent-if-I-live-in-a-vehicle/td-p/495456


I was wondering...can i rez this in a rez zone and just fly away and 
use it as a home, never having to pay rent again? Able to leave it 
on any sim i want? 
* 
Rolig Loon    Honored Helper  Posts: 9,168 01-30-2011 09:05 AM 
Nobody needs a home. You can live quite nicely as a nomad unless 
you want a permanent place to entertain friends, display your stuff, 
and kick back in (sort of ) quiet. I lived without a home for my first 
three years in SL (second life).  So if you want to "live" in your 
aircraft, that's fine. If you don't feel the need for a permanent 
hangar, don't rent one. But be kind to the rest of us .... put your 
aircraft back into inventory when you leave for the day.  It will be 
there, waiting for you to rez it again when you log in next time. 
Meanwhile, it's not someone else's space junk problem, adding 
prim clutter that uses up the prim allowance that they paid for. 
Most landowners I know will return stuff they find on their sims. 
Some will ban you for leaving it.   
* 
Rhonda Pinion Honored Resident Posts:12 01-30-2011 09:09 AM 
Simple answer: No, you can't leave it rezzed.  No matter where the 
vehicle is rezzed, it counts as prims. Meaning that if you leave it 
when you log out, the person owning the sim has prims counting 
towards their prims. And they are paying for them (via tier, rent, 
whatever) If you leave your vehicle rezzed there, you are 
mooching.  IF they don't have auto-return on and it is sent back to 
your inventory anyway. That is, if they even let you bring those 
prims in to their sim. 
* 
Rakim Zarco  01-30-2011 09:34 AM 
Well actually the short answer to the posted title question is no. 
The answer to last question in the post is no as well.  There are 
plenty of sims out there that will allow you to rezz your aircraft 
and you could indeed "live" in it without payin any rent.  However 
it can be considered rude to do so, for reasons mentioned in 
previous posts.  Not only is someone paying for the prims on the 



land where you might rezz at.  Vehicles cause lagg, and if you just 
are leaving it out while you're logged off and not using it, that ain't 
right!   It all really depends on the sim owner and your relationship 
with said person.  
* 
Qie Niangao   01-30-2011 09:49 AM 
I have to admit that sometimes when it all gets to be too much, I 
have an urge to just dump all my land and become a nomad.  The 
thing is, if it weren't such an antisocial thing to do, one could 
script a vehicle to travel slowly around a continent (or two) on a 
path that kept it only over Linden land in a long, looping cycle, 
continuously.  Then, when one wanted to go "home", send it an 
llEmail() to track down its current location. That's almost practical, 
too, as long as one has spartan tastes, not too many visitors, and 
can behave appropriately to the maturity rating of whatever sim the 
"home" passes through.  Well, all that and the high likelihood of 
the whole assembly crashing into one's Lost & Found folder at a 
bad border crossing, or when it wanders into a sim about to restart. 
Still, the idea has some appeal.  It is, however, disconcertingly 
akin to joining a virtual RV caravan.     
* 
Tristan Avedon   Member  Posts: 721  01-30-2011 10:09 AM 
Leslie Boxen wrote: I'm thinking about buying a flying arircraft 
machine type thing, and I was wondering...can i rez this in a rez 
zone andjust fly away and use it as a home, never having to pay 
rent again? Able to leave it on any sim i want? 
Absolutely not.  You should only rez items permanently on land 
that you rent or own. You can rez whatever you want in a sandbox, 
but it will auto-return after a short while. Speaking as a sim 
owner, I do have to point out that squatters tend to be 
immediately banned. It's the law of the jungle, I'm afraid. 
* 
Samm Florian  Honored Resident Posts:78  01-30-2011 10:36 AM 
The question I have for you, is why do you want a home? 
- If you want a place to have some privacy, then a vehicle would be 



great for that I'd think, as long as you temporarily park it 
somewhere with prims to spare, and derez it when you're not using 
it.  Heck, all you need is a single hollowed-out (mega)prim: give it 
a sit target so that when the owner sits on it she's transported 
inside, but anyone else is booted off.  (Of course, you could 
include furnishings as well; you don't even have to link them all 
together, as long as you select everything before taking it back into 
inventory.) 

- One of the things I like about having a home is having a 
consistent place to log on and off from: I always go back to my bed 
before logging off.  But you don't need an official  home for that; 
my first "home" was the rooftops of a university campus, and I 
would go up there before I derezzed. 

- But I think the reason a lot of avis like to have a home is that it 
makes them a part of a neighborhood, and it gives them a chance 
to show off, to say "I'm here!  Admire my taste and/or building 
skills!"  I wouldn't think that a roaming vehicle would fit that bill. 
Maybe a parked vehicle would, but if you're going to park 
somewhere, then you need permission of the landowner, and at that 
point you're really living on that parcel, whether you're officially 
paying for it or not.   Or maybe you have other motivations. 
* 
Nina Stepford  Honored Resident Posts:70  01-30-2011 11:24 AM 
go find yourself an abandoned plot with build enabled and no 
autoreturn. rez your vehicle, then rez enough prims to max out the 
parcels prim alotment (so other ppl cant build things on your 
vehicle and such).  its that easy. 
* 
Baeric Constantine  Member Posts: 3,348   01-30-2011 11:48 AM 
Nina Stepford wrote: go find yourself an abandoned plot with 
build enabled and no autoreturn. its that easy.       Do explain 
how to easily achieve this, please 
*



Itazura Radio Recognized Member Posts: 1,049  
01-30-2011 11:51 AM 
As soon as you do that someone else (probably one of the people 
next door who actually pays for their land) will turn it in to LL and 
they will set autoreturn on the land.  1536 sqm and 650 prims for 
L$35.00 a month? No way? 
 * 
Seraphim Rhode  Resident  Posts: 2   01-30-2011 01:17 PM 
Except for Qie Niangao's moving home idea (which still has the 
flaws he pointed out), anything would have to be super temporary. 
If you tried it on my land it would be VERY temporary, since all 
items but mine auto return after 5 min. And I were on and noticed 
my prims were low, I'd return it myself before that. Honestly, it is 
very antisocial behavior because anyone near your home that 
does pay rent would be very very annoyed, and likely ban you, and 
tell their friends and neighbors to ban you. I get ban suggestions 
from groups I'm in all the time.  So it comes back to why you want 
a home anyway. Nothing wrong with being a nomad  (gee, 
thanks), and then you don’t have to steal prims from someone else. 
The fact of the matter is that if you want a home and don’t know 
anyone who will let you stay for free, we all have to pay for 
extras. 
* 
Seicher Rae  Member  Posts: 1,07701-30-2011 04:35 PM 
Question: If the OP could do what she was asking, could she set 
the "home LM" to the vehicle? My guess is "no" that the vehicle 
would be attached to whatever land it was hovering over. So the 
only way to get back to the vehicle after a log out would be to log 
in to "last position". Correct?  I've seen one of those airships and it 
was sweet. 
* 
Nina Stepford   Honored Resident  Posts: 70  1-30-2011 04:45 PM 
the mainland is a vast barren wasteland of abandoned plots.  just 
fly around while keeping an eye on the land info at the top of the 
screen. i reckon it would take 10 minutes to find one of thousands 



of suitable plots. 
* 
Jax Jevon  Honored Resident  Posts: 52   01-30-2011 05:35 PM 
"can i rez this in a rez zone and just fly away and use it as a 
home, never having to pay rent again?!.    Yes and no.  As long as 
you don't "crash". possibly yes.  "Able to leave it on any sim i 
want?"   No.,.only sims that have required allowance/permissions 
/and/ the prims to spare. ( i.e. ( 300 prim ship)) on a 512 will not 
work.  I believe it is certainly possible to do as you imagine .  You 
as an avatar would need to leave the ship and "fly" over every sim 
border in your path .. and make note of the land settings below 
you.  Some are abandoned and maybe build and no return .. in 
which case . anchor aweigh.  Explore dude.  If you find a hobo 
heaven, let us/me know. JJ. 

© Second Life 
*****************************************************      

 Reality Check after that Virtual  Trip 

A quote that seems to sum up the problem nomads have 
worldwide, from a slender novel about Afghanistan, by Jamil 
Ahmad  

  The Wandering Falcon  

“This way of life had endured for centuries, but it would not last 
forever.  It constituted defiance to certain concepts, which the 
world was beginning to associate with civilization itself. 
Concepts such as statehood, citizenship, undivided loyalty to one 
state, settled life as opposed to nomadic life, and the writ of the 
state as opposed to tribal discipline.  The pressures were 
inexorable. One set of values, one way of life had to die.  In this 
clash, the state, as always, proved stronger than the individual. 
The new way of life triumphed over the old.  The clash came first 
in Soviet Russia.  After a few years, the nomad died in both China 
and Iran.  By the summer of 1958, with the British Empire 



dismantled and the once fluid international boundaries of high Asia 
becoming ever more rigid, both Pakistan and Afghanistan 
challenged the nomads.  Restraints were imposed on  the free 
movement of the Powindas, the “foot people”.  
© Jamil Ahmad 
***************************************************** 
Let’s first to the international and take a look at Chile, South 
America and Morocco, Africa handle the nomadic in their 
country.   

http://www.allchile.net/chileforum/topic5198.html 

 Living/sleeping in motor vehicle anywhere in Chile 

Greetings to All,  This is my first post after enjoying and learning 
so much from this wonderful forum. Many thanks to the Admin. 
and all members postings!  A year ago I returned to the USA after 
living nearly 7 years in Argentina (where things are so bad that life 
is literally dangerous in many aspects if one is not extremely alert 
and has at least somewhat trustworthy contacts), and I presently 
hope to arrive in Chile and find a space in Southern Patagonia. 
Initially it seems a good idea to purchase a vehicle in Chile to look 
around and explore at low cost.  So one kindly inquires: Is it 
possible in most semi urban, and rural areas of Chile to live/sleep 
in a camper or similar motor vehicle in public or other misc. 
places? It's gotta be better than the criminalization of the above 
in California!  Thanks in advance for any relevant info, 
experience, etc.     Tristan10   Rank: Chile Forum Tourist   Mon 
Dec 06, 2010 2:30 am 
*
yea, most of chile no one would notice. I would perhaps be careful 
about leaving it unattended in certain large cities around Chile, but 
in the south you are safe in most of the small towns.        
Admin  Site Admin     Mon Dec 06, 2010 7:36 am 

http://www.allchile.net/chileforum/topic5198.html


* 
Location: Frutillar, Chile    Besides, campings are quite common in 
Chile. They are relatively cheap, and you can park there, make fire 
outdoors and use the washrooms of the installations. 
Pinguin  Rank: Chile Forum Citizen   Mon Dec 06, 2010 10:43 am 
* 
I think in California they have passed the Respiration Tax, so 
you must now pay to breathe there, true?   I've done similar 
vehicle camping for many years all around Chile and Argentina, 
camping on beaches and other open places from Antofagasta down 
to Tierra del Fuego, and never had a problem. People I have met 
that way, foreigners and chilenos/argentinos alike, would share 
their camp-cooked meals an even invite me to their homes later. 
Anyway - southern Patagonia. In this area, around 
Magallanes/Ultima Esperanza, there is lots of open land but what 
is accessible by vehicle is mostly privately owned or leased, and 
fenced, which can mean various things. Lots of people do what 
you are planning -- car/camper camping. But due to the problems 
of theft of livestock and other crimes hereabouts, there may be 
some suspicion. Unlikely but possible in some places. If the 
camper looks "respectable" perhaps fewer problems. In theory, 
the previous law against vagrancy was changed in 1998, and in 
theory you are not supposed to be arrested for just looking 
suspicious.  If you plan to have an outside campfire or cooking 
fire, watch out because CONAF may object, since there is a high 
risk of starting grass/forest fires in areas where there is high wind. 
There was an illegal campfire down here a few years ago near 
Torres del Paine and it burned some 15000 hectares, resulting in an 
international incident since the camper was a European. It's a local 
sensitivity - you might not have problems elsewhere.    Many of 
the private camping areas in Patagonia that provide fire-rings and 
hot water and such, tend to cost as much as a cheap room in places 
like Coyhaique or Punta Arenas.    
Patagoniax  Rank: Chile Forum Citizen   Mon Dec 06, 2010 11:11 
am 



 * 
Location: Temuco - Chile  Tue Dec 07, 2010 12:20 am 
Thanks for all the replies to my first post so far.  Actually please 
forgive me, as I had mistakenly wrote about seeking to reside in 
Southern Patagonia, when in fact the plan and sights are on 
Northern Patagonia. Methinks the Southern greater cold and 
dampness would be taxing on my body, which is currently finely 
recovering via a marvelous Chiropractor. It's good to know that 
some folks are hospitable and allow campers on their land, and I 
would consider paying some for the privilage of minor usage of 
bano y lo que sea. How long can at a stretch can one reside in the 
paid campgrounds (and online I read that those are indeed often 
not cheap at all)? My two main concerns re temporarily living in a 
vehicle are:  1. Theft  2. managing the colder temperatures at night. 
Lastly, I am concerned about finding affordable rentals at the end 
of January, or February which is high season, summer holiday. In 
Argentina, it's a challenge even for the to rent a place in most rural 
areas, because those with vacant property only rent it out for 
dramatically more in the summer, and at no other time, even 
though often the end up renting it only for 2 weeks or what have 
you, and while for the rest of the year makes no income (and many 
even rarely visit those homes too).         
Tristan10   Rank: Chile Forum Tourist 

© AllChile.net 
***************************************************** 
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/thorntree/thread.jspa?threadID=2106
009    

Camping and living in vehicle in Morocco 

Sept 14, 2011 12:14 PM   Two of us expect to be in in Morocco for 
up to three months, from November or December, in our vehicle in 
which we sleep.   Thus we would like to know the location of 
campsites which will be open at that time. Or are campsites in any 

http://
http://


case open year-round? I'd also be glad to hear from others who've 
travelled in Morocco with their vehicle, since in other countries 
we´ve been in we frequently camp "rough" in isolated areas 
(deserts, mountains, etc.) or stay at petrol stations or 
restaurant areas, so wonder what Morocco is like for this.   

   Tim Cullis 
* 
Sep 14, 2011 2:09 PM    The French expression for motorhome is 
'camping car' and many of the campsites are for camping cars. 
Here's a link to an excellent English language guidebook.  Edith 
Kohlbach (a sometimes contributor here) also has a campsite 
guidebook in German.  Wild camping is certainly possible in the 
mountains, forests and more deserted areas, otherwise you would 
need permission to stop anywhere else.    
Morocco GS Knowledgebase (motorcycling) tripstipsheaps 
* 
Sep 14, 2011 4:32 PM    in the Big Cities you could use the 
Parking, i have seen that in Marrakech near the Koutoubia Tower 
there is a parking contains about 30 to 40 camping cars, where 
people spend their holidays enjoying the city. in the desert there are 
places where you can park and stay as long as you wish, with no 
problems. sometimes you can park in some Hotels with a cheap 
price.   Morocco allow people enjoy their Holidays, in the 
United States there is no where you can park your camping car 
for free, in Morocco the opposite, but i advice to camping 
somewhere safe no matter what you pay just to keep safe, and keep 
your car in a good conditions.  Have a nice trip.    
Sandy   johannestz 
* 
Sep 14, 2011 10:17 PM    There are crowds of retired people from 
France and Germany, travelling Morocco at this time of the year 
with their campers. What I hear from friends, who are every year 
in the winter there, the question is not, to find a camp site, it is to 
get space. I travelled with my Volksi bus about ten years ago 
Morocco and find sometimes nice place at petrol stations. But you 



wil very much enjoy the country, I had a beautiful time there, 
special in Marrakech.   
The Schimann Family  
* 
Sep 15, 2011 10:45 AM     Re wild camping, if you are making 
your way south, to Agadir and nice weather, the best place as far as 
I know would be THE MARJANE super market which has a huge 
parking area, many many camper vans, park up and stay here, free, 
good for security, plus you have all your daily needs plus 
(facilities) at hand, have a wonderful and safe trip in Morocco. 
KNOWKATS.   moroccotraveler 
* 
Sep 16, 2011 3:56 AM  ...... knowcats, the facilities you rightly 
describe at Marjane are terrific and free, however some years ago a 
number of campers abused these free facilities and everyone was 
evicted at that time, it was a alcohol / fighting related incident. 
Since then I have noticed vans there overnight, just be careful, you 
may be asked to move on, you have no rights to park there, its 
private property and Marjane seem to be generous to a point. 
* 
Sep 16, 2011 6:31 AM    Golly I bet every one loved them, "I don't 
think" what a stupid thing to do, Moroccotraveler I was there this 
year Jan/Feb and there were dozens of vans parked up, so seems 
everything is back to normal, and I can only imagine this must 
have been a one off incident, don't forget when that sort of thing 
happens everyone loses out, Marjane, Carpark attendants, security 
men, I would have thought all make a few Dirhams, plus taxi 
drivers, and most of all the campers would, so now there must be 
some code of conduct in place by now. So as far as I know its still 
O/K. KNOWKATS. 

© Lonely Planet 
***************************************************** 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/sep/21/gypsy-traveller-life-

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/sep/21/gypsy-traveller-life-bestseller-memoirs


bestseller-memoirs 
 Why the Gypsy Life is such a Bestseller 

         Sept 11, 2011 
  (Great Britain) 

Gypsy and Traveller memoirs are selling well at the moment. Why 
is this often much-maligned community suddenly of so much 
interest?   You'd have to have been living on the moon over the last 
few months to have escaped the fact that Britain's Gypsy and 
Traveller communities are having something of a moment. The 
prolonged dispute over the proposed eviction of 400 Travellers 
from their site at Dale Farm in Essex has meant that the 
communities have been barely out of the news. The beetle-browed, 
toothily grinning face of Paddy Doherty – former bare-knuckle 
fighter, star of Channel 4's controversial documentary My Big Fat 
Gypsy Wedding, and the winner of the latest Celebrity Big Brother 
– has become equally ubiquitous.  And a quick stroll around the
busy WH Smith in London's King's Cross station yesterday threw 
up no fewer than four bestselling memoirs by Gypsy and Traveller 
authors in the non-fiction paperback chart: Gypsy Boy by Mikey 
Walsh; Rosie McKinley's Gypsy Girl; Little Gypsy by Roxy 
Freeman; and Violet Cannon's Gypsy Princess. Walsh's second 
book, Gypsy Boy on the Run, was published in July, and earlier 
this month HarperCollins bought the rights to the life story of 
Thelma Madine, the charismatic dressmaker from My Big Fat 
Gypsy Wedding; her memoir will be out next year.  So what has 
fuelled this interest from the settled community in a culture that 
has long been subject to, at best, misinformation, and at worst, 
vitriol? Gill Brown of the London Gypsy & Traveller Unit thinks 
that the bumper crop of "Gypsy memoirs" is mainly down to the 
increasing number of Gypsies and Travellers who are willing to 
speak publicly.  "For years, they have been reluctant to put their 
heads above the parapet, because they often face a vicious 
response. That still exists, but Travellers are now creating a climate 
in which they are willing to speak openly. And," she adds, "it's 



about time that Gypsies and Travellers had a proper profile in the 
culture of this country." 

        ©Guardian  
***************************************************** 
www.anorak.co.uk/319759/tv/tmz-says-all-gypsies-are-theives-
my-big-fat-american-wedding-gets-racistier.html./  
TMZ says all gypsies are thieves “My Big Fat American 
Wedding” gets racistier     (April 21, 2012) 

GYPSIES are having a tough time in the media.  In the USA, you 
can watch ‘My Big Fat American Gypsy Wedding’.   Channel $ 
trailed Big Fat Gypsy Weddings by declaring it “Bigger. Fatter. 
Gypsier”.   That wholly offensive attack on the white working 
classes, a group more abused than any other on the magic box (you 
never see a working class hero any more, just thicj prats talking 
about vajazzles, having paternity tests , cheating benefits, and 
berating foreigners) has been topped.   In the USA, the prejudice 
just got nastier, sickier and more pervier as TNZ broadcasts 
footage of two of the MBFAGW stars brawling.  The voiceover 
then calls all gypsies thieves.  Nice.   It’s like the 19302 all over 
again, albeit less Jewier, Niggeria and with women in sluttier 
clothes.   Bigotry highlight starts in 114 seconds. 

© Anorak.co.uk 
***************************************************** 

http://www.anorak.co.uk/319759/tv/tmz-says-all-gypsies-are-theives-my-big-fat-american-wedding-gets-racistier.html./
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  a map of Europe’s gypsyTraveller ‘hotspots’ 

http://theguardian/uk/2010/dec/07/hideously-diverse-better-to-
travel 

   Hideously diverse Britain | Is it still better to travel? 
   Tuesday 7 December 2010 

Do the Gypsy, Traveller and Roma communities aspire to be more 
like everybody else? Do the boons of integration outweigh the 
disadvantages?  At 61, Patrick O'Leary looks at life with 
satisfaction. "I'm no Martin Luther King," he says. "But I did my 
bit." That he did, a decade ago: as one of eight who fought a court 
case to win ethnic minority status for Irish Travellers. "The judge 

http://theguardian/uk/2010/dec/07/hideously-diverse-better-to-travel
http://theguardian/uk/2010/dec/07/hideously-diverse-better-to-travel


said, 'Congratulations: you have made history'," he recalls. But that 
was yesterday's triumph. What about today?  We don't know much 
about the Gypsy, Traveller and Roma communities and, mostly, 
what we think we know is pretty unhelpful. There are what we 
would see as success stories. A recent report is full of them: 
lawyers, teachers, journalists. They counteract – in part – the 
stereotypes endlessly recycled in the rightwing press.  But there are 
pressing questions. How to address that Littlejohn worldview, 
which seizes on every dispute to cast all as community despoilers? 
How to retain the traditions – communal living, the nomadic 
instinct – when more than 50% now live in houses? Do the boons 
of integration – such as access to services and continuous 
education for the children – outweigh the disadvantages. Do they 
aspire to be more like everybody else? If they did, would we let 
them?  That's for the younger generation, Pat says: a more 
knowledgable, assertive generation. Among them is Cassie Marie 
McDonagh, his 21-year-old grand-daughter, a "capacity builder" 
with the Irish Traveller Movement in Britain.  This is a critical 
time, she says, for without more suitable sites, even more people 
will move into houses. The government is removing targets 
obliging local authorities to provide those suitable sites. "There 
was a time when everyone was together," she says. "The children 
played together, we built fires, sang songs. Soon that way of life 
may be gone."  We're an ethnic minority, says Cassie Marie. But 
we're not like other minorities. "If a pub landlord refused to serve 
one of them, others in the pub might well say something. When it 
happens to us, people say nothing."  What do you do then? “Try to 
stay calm,” she says. “Try not to feed the stereotype. Maybe take 
the landlord to court.” She smiles, but she is serious. This is Pat 
O'Leary's granddaughter, after all.  

© Guardian  
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A wet cold December day at Dale Farm Traveller site in Essex is 
yet another day spent waiting for a 28-day notice to evict the long 
established settlement. Less high profile than President Sarkozy’s 
recent expulsion of Roma from France, the determination of 
Basildon district council to evict around 300 residents from their 
own land at a cost of £15 million is no less an indication of 
Travellers’ marginalised and reviled position in today’s 
society.With no place to go after the eviction, the families will be 
forced on to the road and face being moved from one place to the 
next by the authorities, repeating a pattern which has become 
familiar to Gypsies across the centuries. 

Two months later and Channel 4’s My Big Fat Gypsy Wedding is 
generating waves on television. While sympathetic and giving a 
voice to Gypsy Travellers, it nevertheless presents an exoticised 
image of their lives: the horse-drawn wagons, extravagant dresses 
and flamboyant wedding arrangements seem to encapsulate how 
they remain the ‘other’ of British society. As the opening voiceover 
put it: ‘For hundreds of years the Gypsy way of life was one of 
ancient traditions and simple tastes. Then their world collided with 
the 21st century. With unprecedented access to the UK’s most 
secretive community … this series will take you to the very heart 
of Gypsy life.’ If contemporary images of Gypsy Travellers seem 
to be polarised between vilification and the exotic, can the same be 
said for historical depictions of one of Britain’s oldest minority 
groups?   

While the details remain contested, it is now broadly agreed that 
Europe’s Roma and Gypsy populations can trace their origins back 



to an Indian diaspora in the tenth century, with ‘Egyptians’ arriving 
in Britain by the early 16th century. Despite persecution, Gypsies 
established themselves, finding niches in both town and 
countryside, sometimes being protected by landowners who found 
them useful as a supply of casual labour, for entertainment and 
sometimes simply by the inconsistent application of the law. Their 
treatment reflected majority society’s deep ambivalence about the 
presence of Gypsies and a nomadic way of life. On the one hand it 
symbolised freedom from the responsibilities and duties associated 
with settled lifestyles – typified in folk songs such as ‘The Raggle-
taggle Gypsy’; on the other it provoked an almost visceral hatred, a 
suspicion that Gypsies could evade the law and the codes of 
behaviour that bound settled society to a place and a parish. 

Rather than being polar opposites, however, we might understand 
these stereotypes as two sides of a coin – as the product of a 
tendency to view Gypsy lives through the lens of the 
preoccupations and assumptions of mainstream society – rather 
than being grounded in reality. Whether articulated positively or 
negatively these stereotypes stem from the assumption that 
Gypsies were irredeemably separate from the rest of the 
population.  Yet, contrary to these stereotypes, Gypsies and 
Travellers traded with, worked and lived alongside the rest of the 
population: an analysis of the traditional songs sung by Gypsies 
and Travellers, for example, shows significant overlap with those 
current in wider society, suggesting a high degree of interaction 
between the communities, particularly in casual agricultural and 
seasonal labour. Arthur Harding’s classic account of the East End 
underworld at the beginning of the 20th century, compiled by the 
historian Raphael Samuel,  revealed in passing how Gypsy 
Travellers were part of the everyday fabric of poor urban life. 
David Mayall’s work on the 19th century, my own on the 20th and 
that of the Dutch scholars Lucassen, Willems and Cottars for the 
European context all confirm the ways in which the lives of Gypsy 
Travellers and settled populations were intimately interconnected 



and often how the lines between them were in fact blurred. Gypsies 
lived in peri-urban encampments or even cheap lodging in cities 
over winter alongside working-class populations, making and 
selling goods, moving in regular circuits across the countryside in 
the spring and summer, picking up seasonal work, hawking and 
attending fairs. Far from being ‘a separate people’, their economic 
survival in fact depended on close engagement with the wider 
population.   

The stereotypes became increasingly entrenched over the course of 
the 19th century as Britain’s population became increasingly 
urbanised and the countryside became the repository for the 
working out of anxieties related to the rapidly changing social and 
physical landscape. Alongside phenomena like the folk song 
revival, the cult of the ‘outdoors’ and the early caravanning 
movements there emerged a movement of amateur ‘gentlemen 
scholars’, self-styled ‘gypsiologists’, who developed an interest in 
recording the origins, language and customs of Britain’s Gypsy 
Travellers. Focused around the activities of the Gypsy Lore 
Society (GLS), established in 1889, they became preoccupied with 
the foreign ancestry of British Gypsies and with developing 
theories about their ‘pure bred’ nature, which often tied blood lines 
to Romany language use and ‘proper’ nomadic living. The Gypsy 
caravan, which had only made its appearance in the 1830s as a 
result of the improving road system, became central to settled 
society’s image of ‘the Gypsy’, in part through paintings, such as 
those of the prominent GLS member Augustus John. Fed by an 
outpouring of writings on the subject from the 1880s, popular 
imagination saw Gypsies as a people who turned up out of the 
blue, camped on commons or byways in their bow-topped caravan, 
grazed horses, sold pegs, perhaps ‘tinkering’, ‘here today and gone 
tomorrow’. Just as the producers of My Big Fat Gypsy Wedding 
promised ‘unprecedented access’, so too did numerous 
gypsiologists spend a summer living with a group of Gypsy 
Travellers gaining an insight into ‘the secret people’ before writing 



a book about their experiences. Crucially, such Gypsies were 
always portrayed as ‘pure blooded’ or ‘true’ Romanies, largely 
untouched by modern, industrialised Britain. As one gypsiologist, 
Arthur Symons, wrote in the early 20th century:  Why ... are we 
setting ourselves the impossible task of spoiling the Gypsies? ... 
they stand for the will of freedom, for friendship with nature, for 
the open air, for change and the sight of many lands; for all of us 
that are in protest against progress ... The Gypsies represent 
nature before civilisation ... the last romance left in the world. 

Crucially, for these stereotypes to find resonance in modern 
Britain, gypsiologists constructed a theory around the decline in 
the racial purity of Gypsies as they increasingly mixed and married 
with ‘degenerate’ members of the settled population. They 
developed a racial hierarchy which placed ‘pure-blooded’ Gypsies, 
who were believed to speak the best Romany, at the top; followed 
by ‘didikais’, half-breeds, or ‘pikies’ – groups with varying 
proportions of Gypsy blood depending on which source one reads; 
and ‘mumpers’, who were vagrants with no Romany ancestry, at 
the bottom.  

As David Mayall observed:  To confuse the ‘true’ Gypsy with 
those of diluted blood was presented as a grave error that led to 
much injustice being directed towards the clean-living Romany. 
The latter, declining in numbers as the century progressed, were 
superior in manners, morals and occupations to their degenerate 
and impoverished ‘mumply-brothers’. These half-breeds were 
said to have inherited all the vices of the Romany and the Gaujo 
[non-Gypsy] but none of their virtues. 

For gypsiologists anxious to discover a Golden Age and a pure 
Gypsy culture this outlook allowed them to pursue their pet 
theories, with any contradictory findings dismissed as the result of 
cultural pollution and miscegenation. This enabled gypsiologists to 
distance themselves from the squalid, urban Traveller 



encampments that existed around all Britain’s major cities and any 
other elements that impinged on romantic notions of a rural Gypsy 
idyll. 

Just as the impetus to romanticise Gypsies gained ground in the 
later 19th century, so too did negative stereotypes, as a growing 
body of opinion saw Travellers as being out of step with modern 
society. Along with longstanding beliefs about the lazy and lawless 
nature of Gypsies came newer concerns about their unsanitary 
habits, which were seen as anachronistic in a nation that 
increasingly set store by its housing and sanitary legislation. Added 
to this were commonly expressed sentiments that they were 
escaping from paying taxes and consequently evaded the 
responsibilities that came with modern living. Such views gained 
ground particularly in times of social difficulty. During the Second 
World War Gypsies were a common scapegoat for the press, which 
depicted them as shirkers and deserters, able to escape conscription 
through their nomadism and evading rationing through poaching 
and foraging. As the South Wales Evening Post put it: ‘Many 
people wonder how Gypsies get off with food rationing. It is 
understood, however, that hedgehogs are not rationed.’  Lacking a 
political voice or a representative body Gypsy Travellers 
responded to this entrenchment of stereotypes not by challenging 
them but by working within their parameters. Thomas Acton first 
pointed to the practice of claiming to have ‘pure Gypsy blood’ as a 
means of asserting an individual’s right to travel, while 
scapegoating other travelling communities: ‘I’m a real 
Gypsy/Traveller/Romani, and we don’t do that, only the (ethnic 
category name with pejorative overtones)’. He observed that the 
effect of this ‘transference of blame’ was to divert the hostility of 
the accuser away from that particular individual to an absent 
outsider group which both parties could agree was fundamentally 
incapable of maintaining a nomadic lifestyle. While in the short 
run this was ‘an attractive strategy for the individual 
Traveller’, it was not without its shortcomings, as it served to 



confirm racialised definitions of   Travellers, equating a right 
to travel with spurious definitions of blood purity.  

It was not until the 1960s and the formation of the Gypsy Council 
that Gypsy Travellers as a community found a collective voice, one 
which tried to assert that all had a right to travel and that 
nomadism did have a place in modern Britain. While it scored 
some early successes, notably in the 1968 Caravan Sites Act, its 
influence both within and outside the travelling community has 
declined over recent years and has failed to dislodge the enduring 
stereotypes surrounding Gypsies.  Travellers have modernised 
alongside the rest of society and are not a ‘secret people’ living in 
the manner of their great grandparents. Crucially this change in 
their lifestyle has removed what settled society understands as the 
markers of ‘true’ Gypsies: bow-topped caravans, horses and so on. 
These images of Gypsies have become the rod with which their 
back is consistently beaten: failing to conform to romantic 
expectations, the stereotypes most often deployed in the popular 
press and by politicians are the negative ones relating to anti-social 
behaviour and an inability to adapt to the standards of ‘normal’ 
society. 

This leads us back to the people of Dale Farm and the stars of My 
Big Fat Gypsy Wedding. We may wonder at the dresses and tut 
over wedding venues cancelling bookings when they find they are 
to host a Traveller wedding, but this translates into neither an 
understanding of the place of Gypsy Travellers in British society 
nor positive political action. Living in an ex-scrapyard by the side 
of a busy dual carriageway, the Dale Farm homes are immaculate 
trailers from which furniture-selling businesses are run. Vulnerable 
through their lack of romantic visual appeal and unable to attract 
political representation, Travellers are facing the active prejudice 
not just of Basildon Council but of councils across the country, 
which decide not only that Travellers may not stay on their own 
land, but are also determined that there is no place for a Traveller 



community within its district. It is surely time for us to move 
beyond the stereotypes which have served Gypsy Travellers, 
settled society and historical analysis so ill for centuries and 
instead have the strength to embrace the diversity and richness 
represented by Britain’s nomadic communities. Seeing 80 families 
being put onto the highway will be Britain’s shame as much as 
Sarkozy’s expulsion of Roma from France. 

Becky Taylor is author of A Minority and the State: Travellers in 
Britain in the 20th Century (Manchester University Press, 2008). 
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a Sample of What  Awaits You  in  part  Two 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eR6c1I-YTA0&sns=fb 
BIG FAT GYPSIES PIKIES BEING EVICTED, TEMPERS 
GET RAISED, BULLDOZER MOVES IN 

COMMENTS (621) 

Boys in the Blue Coats all a Bunch of wankers , if the fivO wearn't 
there they fucking have it¬! 
MrSalvia18   3 days ago 
*
the same things happen here in the us, hard working folks who pay 
taxes for the better of the community, ie. taxes for water, sewer, 
roads etc., are sick and tired of all the freeloaders with a sense of 
entitlement trying to lay claim to everything they dont deserve. if 
you want the benefits of a "free" society you better contribute to it 
because nothing is free!!!   sickkat44 1 week ago 
* 
i honestly believe it should be made law that these people or any 
other people that dont own a house or job etc should not be 



allowed to have babies.   bartsshorts 2 weeks ago 
* 
I dread to think how much this has cost the hard working UK tax 
payer   andypandy181190 4 weeks ago 
*
i think they should let them all park in a big lomp of land and let 
them all live a happy life i feel so sorry for the old lady travlers the 
govement is all rong building moscs for asian buy land for these 
travlers  gypseys to live keep fighting all of u i am behind u all 
misspaula1974  4 wks ago 
* 
i was victimized by travellers before , they broke into my house as 
much as i want to revert to the little hitler in my head and say they 
all deserve to die,  i come to the realisation that they are 
indoctrinated to the same extent that nazis were only "travellers" 
have a choice after they grow up and see the world around them, 
they should be ale to make an informed decision, it is on that basis 
that i say ,if they are so religious, stay in school for another few 
years till you can read da bible  jonhchristmas1 1 month ago 
* 
and then once you can read properly, learn that planet earth is not 
ireland 200 years ago and that time waits for no man, so adapt to 
your new environments and become a part of the wider ,moral 
filled,moral-less society that we live in today.  oh yeah, in the 59's 
,women were given freedom of choice catch up there like good 
humans  jonhchristmas1 1 month ago 
* 
U and U're people are savages, the gipos have ruined my country. 
Trashed it's green and plesent land, shitting on it stealing things 
and being a genuine menice. Socialistcheese111 1 month ago 
*
scumbags !  sam360uk 1 month ago 
* 
Heroes! The guys in blue jackets.  NickKunze 1 month ago 
*



gypsys went down a notch in my book where were thay all wen 
this happened were was the quinn family were was the joyces were 
was the nevins in my book the lot of should of been there dont 
matter wat familys were on this plot i thought in ard times gypsys 
stuk together lettin the filthy law do wat they done there should of 
been proper blood shed   walkers1666 1 month ago 2   
*
Irish pikeys are white  NickKunze 1 month ago 
* 
the bailifs all look as they take steroids, all suffer from small penis 
complex bet they all have sex with each other, ego arsewipes 
troystonwolff 1 month ago 
*
Ive not were to go ? I can tell you were to go!!! 
 zxrrsteve1 2 months ago 
* 
They didn't put up much of a fight.  Makie1977 2 months ago 
* 
let the travellers live were they want they have no were else to go 
samuel66688 2 months ago 

V 
eradicate the fuckers   sealinatophat  2 months ago 
* 
makes me laugh how a coloured man gets called names and the 
person gets done for racism but when one of us travellers gets 
called a pikey or something nothing happens about it and dont 
judge all travellers under the same cover there are good and bad in 
us all because there are a lot of very wealthy travellers anall so go 
and get a life and stop judging you jumped up collier fools 
LeeLeeManson92   2 months ago 
* 
they are wealthy because they don't contribute to society, don't pay 
any taxes, run businesses with no insurance, pay no business tax. 



drive cars with no MOT tax or insurance. steal water + electric and 
fly tip all the shit they don't want. I have never seen a traveller site 
that was left without human shit and gas bottles and rubbish 
everywhere. they move into other peoples property often by 
removing fences or cutting padlocks.  ClarkeZor    2 months ago 9  
*
so true   TheFunnymummyof2 1 month ago 
* 
your so right! you missed the part were they break into your garage 
trying to steel a cr125 in broad day light ! had took the dogs out 
they were going nuts when we got back i guessed they wud be a 
cat in my garden so i just let the dogs check it out an seconds later i 
heard a guy screaming all 3 of my rottys wear going at him big 
style ! took me neally a min to get my dogs off him all 3 kinda 
went into a frenzy  got the guy into my house away from the dogs 
been bit everywere very bloody !  TheCraigy83    1 month ago 
* 
listen at the end of de day dey dindnt deserve to be evicted like tht 
they bought the land for fuck sake how wuld ye like it if sumone 
nocked on yur door told ye to move wen yu sed no they6 bulldozed 
ye out of the house yu bought and made into ye home exactly so go 
fuck ye self yu dirty bastard  lillmisstraveleremmi  3 weeks ago 
* 
Ok, just a few things there. end of the day, they, didn't, that, would, 
you, someone, knocked, your, you, when, you, said, you, you, 
your, you, you... I back up my quotes with facts and documented 
sources, you however are struggling to sound little more than a 
retard.  If they had planning permission and deeds, they would 
have not been evicted. they were illegally there... FACT!   
ClarkeZor 3 weeks ago 
* 
what colour is the man blue pink green purple???? 
TheFunnymummyof2  1 month ago 
* 
and these bailiffs are just looking for a fight,id take their 



registration as bailiffs away from them 
burnleyfan11965 2 months ago 
* 
the thing is about this vid,is how long did the travellers overstay 
after their eviction notice? they should have probably moved ages 
ago  burnleyfan11965 2 months ago 
*
robot wars  deano8718 2 months ago 
* 
Why call yourselves "Travellers" if you refuse to travel?  
E1878F89C 3 months ago    
* 
 why call yourself E1878F89C... when your real names prick 
troystonwolff 1 month ago 
* 
ive got irish mates theirs good n bad in all races but these so called 
gypsies are only standing up for their homes surley the goverment 
can help out in a better way than this .... question to anyone do 
english - scots - welsh - - others steal yes some do so dont tarnish 
all with the same brush  ... bad bad situation for all even those 
bully so called hard bailifs my bot . rokerlad49 3 months ago 
* 
The only "big fat" people I see here are the bloated gavvers... 
Lnottingham84   3 months ago 
* 
5:21 "I have nowhere to go!" - Ermm... Travel somewhere?  
purpl3guy 3 months ago 2   
* 
and if gypsies bother u that much why search them on here for just 
so u can score a few points and take the piss out off them and so 
what if they arent bloody educated have u seen the people that go 
in the job center haha i was ther years ago and this girl was high 
off a head! she cam for a crisis loan.....a wonder were that crisis 
loan went to cos best beliefe it wasnt for food or sanitry towels bah 
she looked like she dont even get weshed proper tramp 



Lilblondpuddycat 4 mths ago 
* 
Get real man thers ppl living with tha mams claiming doal selling 
drugs and spending ther money on shit they realy dont need and 
who hassent pissed on the streets iv lost count to b honest most 
people brake the law cheat con our culture is filthy scum our police 
dont even do ther jobs shit gets swept under the carpet and ya nit 
picking at them lmfao !!! r u for real or what........ 
Lilblondpuddycat 4 months ago 
* 
Most of you posting here are completely heartless fools! Easy to 
break bad sitting behind a comp! All i can say is, i hope there is a 
audience to watch your pathetic asses when karma comes to town 
and completely ruins your life!     freshkryp69    4 months ago 
*
"when karma comes to town and completely ruins your life!" 
substitute the word karma for the word 'gypsy' and you get the gist 
of the problem.  d245470k      4 months ago   
*
security firm are all jumped up doormen just like any pub or club 
door in the country, bunch of twats,the police were ok FOR A 
CHANGE... scott261656     4 months ago 
* 
always and everywhere around the world most of these people 
cause for trouble, don't work, not insured, do illegal stuff, 
ect............  don't send a bulldozer, call in an A-10 for a strafing 
run.   99rsk 4 months ago 
* 
That driver is a lot braver than me bet them lot are hunting him 
down   christopherjiggy1988    4 months ago 
* 
This is so funny.   rewind12354   4 months ago 
* 
AWW I LIKE USIN CAPS............SO THE THICK HUMANS 
CAN UNDERSTAND BETTER. The twangmasters great 



rockabilly travellin bandyou tube......yee haa............Oh yeah nearly 
forgot if you cant tell what im sayin FLAMORGAN.........get back 
to school........oh you might be a gypo though eh?   
66drummerman   5 months ago 
* 
lol! Go back to school? If an English teacher saw what you just 
wrote, they would slap you upside the head with a grammar book! 
You're kinda like the dumbass calling the dipshit "stupid" here, 
aren't ya?  djkoyama1     5 months ago 
* 
HOW THE FUK AS THE SCUMBAG GYPO CUNTS GOT THE 
INTERNET? DONT YER NEED AN ADDRESS TO GET ONE ? 
OR ARE THEY USIN DONGLES?.........TWATS NONE OF 
THOSE PEOPLE CAN SPELL CORRECTLY ANYWAY,  NOT 
LIKE WOT WEE KAN.........LOL.......  66drummerman     5 
months ago 
* 
Who cares about scumbag people? god will sort them 
out...........THE TWANGMASTERS GREAT ROCKABILLY 
BAND THEY ARE TRAVELLERS TOO CHEK EM OUT 
.................KEEP ON ROCKIN.  66drummerman     5 months ago 
* 
You're a moron!! I'm sure you were the brightest star in your 
mental retarded class with an IQ of 10. Stop talking in your 
scallywag language because there's nothing worse than a retard 
trying to prove his point.  mazzata66     4 months ago 
* 
doesnt solve no problems you and your government are trators and 
you will pay the price  mattsk89 5 months ago 
* 
Get in ya caravan, and fuck off.   Bodybuildinq    5 months ago 
* 
Yes! you are right my friend, but, I didn't think they were THAT 
good!.....P.S. Yes again, the proper, normal Irish person is an 
absolute gem. I have met them, I have worked with them, and I 



have lived with them. Believe me they are just like any decent 
human being.   foodforthoughtist  5 months ago 
* 
the UK can keep them   Jmckeon23     5 months ago 
* 
Those aren't Gypsies. Gypsies work for their living. Those are 
nasty, scrounging Pikeys. They are there because they just picked 
someone's land to live on and moved in without permission. This is 
why they always have so much money...no rent to pay. Then, when 
they finally get booted off the land they are illegally inhabiting, 
they cry about their rights. I don't feel sorry at all for them. They 
are bullies, thieves, and violent vandals.  djkoyama1 6 months ago 
*
dear zulubeatz1.............i say old bean,keep your hair on, oi diddunt 
fink oi woz beein raysist, yessum boss oi tort all propper englishh 
peepul tort dat way!Or am i being too presumptious? Mmmm i 
wonder.........X   66drummerman 6 months ago 
* 
LIIIIESSSSS...the police men are more fuckin fatter than the 
travellers ease down on the tea and crumpets piggys!    
wildirish 6 months ago 
* 
rofl !!!!! this is so funny.   Artman479   6 months ago 

V just shoot the fucking lot of the pikey irish cunts..   
radiator0 6 months ago 
* 
when are these gypo twats ever gonna dissapear from our lands? 
lots of nice quiet places in the outer hebredies, dont see em up 
there do yer? wonder why?  66drummerman 6 months ago   
* 
@MrScrapBuilt thats because their gypsies they shouldn't be 
allowed to fit in    kylelydiard 6 months ago 
*



@mrscrapbuilt SHUT THE FUCK UP YOU CUNT.  
InsaneATloosing 6 months ago 
* 
mrscrapbuilt you know nothing about gypo lifestile,they dont want 
to fit in you prick they like beinng cunts they think they can get 
away with it all the time, they are hated all over the world 
.........................nob ed.......................... 
66drummerman 6 months ago 
* 
Aww its a shame for them balifs, havin to put up with those 
brainless scum,who would have a job like that?    
66drummerman 6 months ago 
*
great fun watching this scum getting whats coming to them , they 
dont like England , move back to Ireland , i am sure they will be so 
pleased to see you all ! fucking scum the want putting down like 
every other piece of vermin !   bigrider2806 6 months ago 

V  Seriously, when u see all this there is only one solution for 
Pikeys; Nuke 'em!  Ok, only joking. But in all honesty, the entire 
traveller community need their "own place" an island way out to 
the north east of Scotland; no laws, no tax, ..and no police or 
persecution. Happy Days for Pikeys, they can run their own show 
and happily "opt out" of society all day long.     
keysphilip 6 months ago 
* 
LMFAO, Bulldozers 1, Pikeys 0.   And other results just in; Man 
Utd 1, Man City 6 :-D   keysphilip 6 months ago 
* 
Why ain’t we got no roights? We should ave the roight to come to 
someone elses coontry and break dare laws and turn dare parks and 
green coontryside into garbage dumps so we should. 
letstorkbollocks 6 months ago 
*



Travellers.....please TRAVEL...and keep on TRAVELLING..... the 
Earth isn't flat...you won't fall off.........kepp going and going   
rusnmell 6 months ago 
* 
All Dirty Gypos need to be evicted and put on a boat back to 
Ireland the dirty thieving inbred bastards.   
RupertEricshin 6 months ago 
* 
Dear Travellers,  we have laws, please follow them.  Cheers   The 
British Public   TheAlexkettle 6 months ago  
* 
So it halloween soon, OR CHRISTMAS TO ALL THE 
PEADOPHILES...................-Oh yeah nearly forgot.yeah man fuk 
the inbred gypos,   66drummerman 6 months ago 
*
cruel money hungry bastards should die  1971dbj 6 months ago 
* 
and to all the people in the video and in the comments complaining 
about the Bailiffs using force to remove people....yes they can 
pcjoel999 6 months ago 
* 
WOMAN AT 3:27 .....if you had followed the law like the rest of 
us have to instead of your 'we're travellers we can do what we 
want' attitude then you wouldn't be in this situation. YOU 
BROUGHT IT ON YOURSELVES!   pcjoel999 6 months ago 
* 
Oh the Irony! they call themselves travellers but want to stay in 
one place!    pcjoel999 6 months ago 2   
*
If they don't abide by the law, pay taxes,or pay for the land I don't 
feel bad for them  BDIZZLE570 6 months ago 
* 
@ irishxxkelt......Thank you for your reply........no one likes bein 
told what to do but if you gonna thieve, lie intimidate drive 
uninsured or without proper documents, then fuk the cunts and all 



they stand for. Thank you.   66drummerman 6 months ago 
*
dear thegaleforce10.........all the world knows what they are like, 
but some wierd fuckin bastards seem to think they should have 
rights like the rest of us. Big fat brainless women, unemployed 
students, and wierd people in general, seem to love em.Tell you 
what there aint nothin stranger than folk..........................-........  
66drummerman 6 months ago 
* 
As an Irish person, I must remind the English viewers, that the 
Travellers are also hated in Ireland, because they behave the same 
way over there. They have no respect for civil or civic law, as long 
as there're alright they don't care, taxes etc and the law of land are 
for the rest of us fools as far as they are concerned. 
TheGaelforce10 6 months ago 
* 
Why dont we get the same trouble from the chinese,or japs or 
africans.......or dare i say it ,they are better more respectful than the 
gyps or tinks or traves or pikeys, or are they not scared to put solid 
roots down? Cant tow yer house away when you done something 
wrong i suppose.Any way we all gonna die one day, but some of us 
gonna go to the nice place.   66drummerman 6 ms ago 
* 
er chinese ,japs and africans used to torture us and skin us 
alive...dont want an argument just pointing that out... we sort of 
had to go to war with them to stop it...did we not? 
zulubeatz1 6 months ago 
*
did anyone tell the security to keep an eye on the heavy machinery. 
cause if they blink, them pikeys will have it back in ireland and 
sold quicker than u can say, u want ur driveway laid. 
ovak1 6 months ago 
*
the gypos cant be around forever surely,one day they will all be 
made accountable,or a civil war will wipe most of em out. Am i the 



only one thinking this? HEY IVE GOT A GYPO JOKE, So a gypo 
goes for a job ......on a building site, foreman sez whats yer name, 
gypo sez........paddy mucullican....foreman sez how do yer spell it 
?..............gypo sez ......stick the job up yer 
arse..........................-......................... 
66drummerman 6 months ago 
* 
@ 5.35 minutes on video:  This cunt wants a good slapping. 
xecompact 6 months ago  
*  
must of smealed soo bad so many unwashed in one place 
malkiebroon 6 months ago 
* 
Apparently Gaddafi, was on his way to Dale Farm hoping to get a 
reprieve   TonyMartinOBE 6 months ago 
* 
00:47 here comes the cavalry! Huzzah  TalonMercenary 6 months 
ago 
* 

V best thing i have seen happen to a caravan  (Author’s Note:in 
the video a bulldozer comes in and tears apart the trailer and 
dumps it and all the things inside in a trash truck)   jkgoude 6 
months ago 
* 
Apparently the bailiffs found there water bottle plant where they 
turn them in to TV's and laptops TheCubeTheClubs 6 months ago 

How many pikies does it take to run a bath....None, the dirty 
smelly cunts are afraid of soap and water !    gooderish 6 months 
ago 
* 
everywhere the same problem - gypsy        ironbuli 6 months ago 
*These bailiffs have no soul and we the people are ashamed of



them  aadrianlee 6 months ago 
* 
No nation no border, fuck your law and order    
piejepie 6 months ago 
* 
to be a baliff is the lowest form of life......... these people do the 
devils work.  What right have they to push and intimidate other 
human beings.   We live in a sad unfree world controlled by a 
greedy banking system that is supported and paid by the common 
person.  The bubble will eventually burst and blood will be shed     
asdfgmlkjhgf 6 months ago 
* 
Lowest form of life peados and pikeys ,both prey on others and are 
hated by people in the uk     escortmk112    6 months ago 
* 
GORJAS are the perverted scumbags! so button it, you prick! 
Imanuelization 6 months ago 
* 
I NEVER KNEW THEY WERE ROYALS???  kernzyp  6 months 
ago 
* 
This cheers me up, this is justice.   TheBenbarton 6 months ago 
* 
they dont pay national insurance, tax, car ins, car tax or mots 
council tax or fuck all, yet shout human rights and take us to 
hospital you hurt one of us ,but the rest of us can contribute so they 
can use our ammenities   haybee12 6 months ago 
*
neither do non gypsies. ESPECIALLY THE GOVERNMENT!!!  
kernzyp 6 months ago 
*
big fat cops maybe..... you're all a bunch of retards.  
Dawgtha 6 months ago 
* 
get these fucking do gooders a bar of soap then get em a job they 



are scum that havent paid a penny in there whole life.Bet they dont 
stay there when they have to sign on the fucking leeches. Where 
are all the so called hard men husbands hiding behind the woman 
or maybe out coning old people.Also check there vehicles most are 
not taxed or insured.   eh3949xx 6 months ago 
* 
using their own kids as bargaining chips..SICK FUCKS..go on the 
baliffs!   howiedanja 6 months ago 
* 
These "gypsies" have made there way to Texas, and the people in 
Texas do not put up with their BS. If you ask them what they do 
for a living they all say "construction"! They live in trailors, drive 
expensive cars, build homes for non-gypsies and yet they live in 
trailors? Something does add up I will assume that these gypsies 
need their trailors for a quick get away when they are being 
investigated and I'm pretty sure they don't pay taxes! To all 
gypsies in America we know what your up to!      
TheNova1960    6 months ago       
* 
2.48 - My tractor is much bigger than yours!, My tractor smashed 
right through your door! (think System of a down :D)    
Lambda25    6 months ago 
*
hopw many more year s of pain and hart ach will traveller s have to 
live like this ...!! MsMargarita200 6 months ago 
* 
Fockin shows them rite for not paying tax trolololol    
Vodaman311 6 months ago 
*
'Control your silly little son' LOLOOL  
PikeysPooOutdoors 6 months ago 
*
5:34 Do they have to be so violent to the bailiffs? terrible 
behaviour #dalefarm 
PikeysPooOutdoors 6 months ago  



* 
@BISHOPTHEDON1 So, you're point is that atleast the Irish 
Travellers are white?  PikeysPooOutdoors 6 months  
* 
irishxxkelt, TELL THE IRISH TRAVELLERS TO START 
TRAVELLIN BACK TO THIER HOMELAND THEN, COZ 
THEY ARENT WANTED IN THIS COUNTRY,OR ANY OTHER 
COUNTRY FOR THAT MATTER.IF THEY DONT LIKE 
ENGLAND FUCK OFF OUT OF HERE,AND DONT FORGET 
THEY STILL LYING THIEVING SCUM SO THERE  WHY DO 
SEAGULS HAVE WINGS? ..............................-.......TO BEAT 
THE GYPOS TO THE TIP............ 66drummerman 6 months ago 
* 
Travellers do not like being told to behave by the settled 
community. They might have to go back if the settled people in 
Rathkeale can do something about all the empty boarded up houses 
that were built without planning permission. irishxxkelt 6mths ago 
*
I would have enjoyed this video more if there was some fist fights. 
davedidashit 6 months ago 
* 
can anyone looking at this tell me what good is gypsie culture to 
the rest of society?are there any good gypsie stories out there about 
people or places they have helped.? Can any police force give us 
any good examples of how the gypsies have done any good? I 
DONT THINK SO............................-..............................-... 
66drummerman 6 months ago 
* 
Coming soon to a field near you!    mikeatcora   6 months ago 
* 
Dont expect any support from Animal Activists! Dale Farm 
residents are involved in killing endangered species! Bastards! In 
2004 James Gammel also gave DFas his address when jailed for 
cigarette smuggling in Belgium. He was one of three Rathkealers 
jailed including Richard 'Kerry' O'Brien junior, recently convicted 



of rhino horn smuggling in USA - do all the vegan 'activists' 
support murder of endangered species? Do the activists that 
support them know or care?    iBeep2009 6 months ago 
* 
TOI ALL YOU TWATS WHO DEFEND THE GYPOS ,LET 
THEM LIVE ON YOUR LAND OR IN YOUR HOUSE ,SEE 
WHAT HAPPENS THEN ,OR JUST LIVE NEXT TO THEM 
YOU WILL SOON CHANGE YOUR SILLY LIBERAL VIEWS 
THEN.   66drummerman 7 months ago 
*  
to fucking right, nobody wants these low life scum on there door 
step  TonyMartinOBE in reply to 66drummerman   6 months ago 
* 
TONY MARTIN YOU ARE SO IN TUNE , I THINK THE 
WHOLE WORLD WOULD AGREE WITH YOU. FANCY 
RUNNIN FOR PRIME MINISTER? YER GOT MY VOTE 
PAL..........................  66drummerman 7 months ago 

V Send the army in with shot guns   
TonyMartinOBE 7 months ago 
* 
Have you ever tried shooting anybody who was armed as well ? 
pull your shotgun on me and i would stick it up your arse and pull 
the trigger.  zulubeatz1    6 months ago 
*
zulubeatz.........oh you are naughty..........cant understand what you 
are on about hey dont care what color you are, what you believe in, 
gay or straight means nothing to me, just like the rest of the people 
reading this they dont care either but at least it gives you someting 
to do. Maybe it keeps you off the streets who cares.  
66drummerman 7 months ago 
*
not 'naughty'... just reasonably intelligent and educated. oh, and i 
believe there are far fucking worse people in the world to hate .. i 



was replying to your comment that you where 'at least proper white 
english' and i asked you (in a witty way i thought) to define what 
that was. if you go on the internet and chat racist bullshit you 
should at least have the brains to back it up. 
zulubeatz1 6 months ago 
  Property protection is a lot stricter in the US. Destroying

people's homes like us would be considered illegal. I mean these 
people are destroying the gypsies belongings.  
91wmay 7 months ago 
* 
Hmmmm, the English giving out about people taking their land 
without permission, isn't that a wee bit fucking hypocritical, you've 
been doing it for hundreds of years so get to like it you twats.  You 
only reap what you sow.   MsBubbabong 7 months ago 
*most african farms ran better under english rule (most ex 'white'
farms are now barren), they built the majority of indian 
infastructure which still stands, they built hong kong chinas 
financial capital & a hell of alot more lol. You clearly know fuck 
all about english rule!    SupremeParkitects 7 months ago 
* 
The English did a lot of terrible things, murdered and massacred 
natives of their colonies, ways of life, raped their lands of natural 
resources. I grant you English colonization did have some positive 
effects that people like you are aware of/chose to highlight but you 
are rather ignorant of or indeed poorly educated about the negative 
effects of your imperial past.  MsBubbabong    7 months ago 
*

Anyone who finds this funny has no heart at all. 
BabyKieransParty 7 months ago 

  



stop posting you comments on every pikey video, i find this very 
funny, because scum are finally getting justice.   Moncantha 7 
months ago 
*

Blessed Be I love you all and feel your pain. Dont let the evil men 
fill your hearts with hateful poison. Dont let the racist bring you 
down to there level. We are so lucky to live full lives and to 
know freedom. These men know not what they do. They have 
never thought outside the box. Let alone lived out side the 
box. May peace be with you.   BabyKieransParty 7 months ago 
* 
zulubeatz who cares what you think or say?all the internet know 
what a twat you are, at least im proper white english , any way give 
us a kiss.......................-.........66drummerman 7 months ago 
*
ile give you a kiss mush, but you wont like it. proper white 
english? like the bread. anyway if it wasnt for the celts you would 
still be getting shagged by vikings..proper white english...you bell 
end. dont you like curry and reggae? what do you listen to ..status 
quo? and the beaches near me are full of proper white people 
trying to get brown. would michael jackson get in the edl ? and 
how far back should your family go to say you are english..? is a 
tan ok?    zulubeatz1 7 months ago 
*
ps your a thick cunt eh?  zulubeatz1  6 months ago 
* 
3:30 - So her kids go to school? Who exactly does she think pays 
for her kids school and the teachers? come to think of it, who pays 
for the roads she drives the kids to school on? Because if she or her 
family has ever paid any tax I will eat my shoes. 
tommyboomboom 7 months ago 
*



Super on the spot footage!!   lustforlife358 7 months ago 
* 
who are all these so called good samartians sticking up for 
travellers on this video, whats wrong with them it is that neither 
them or travellers have any jobs and have to much time to annoy 
society     26JIGGAMAN 7 months ago 
*
im not a good samaritan. i just cant stand wannabe facists who 
think its good to type shit about travelers just because they think 
they have government support. lust a bunch of lackeys 'us' are. 
zulubeatz1   7 months ago 

V HEY EVERYONE.......READ WOT TRAVELLER218 
SAYS............WOT A THICK TWAT SEEN HOW HE SPELLS 
YOU HE TYPES US INSTEAD.....THE ONLY US HE NEEDS IS 
THE FARMERS US HE IS PROBABLY NOBBIN COS IS BIG 
FAT UGLY WIFE CANT STAND THE LAZY BASTARD ANY 
MORE. Awful chaps those gypos,  stick em all in iraq........see how 
good they fight then..................   66drummerman 7 months ago 
*
i wish you would fuck off to iraq. sincerely , you have gypsys 
comin out ya woodwork you daft prat   zulubeatz1 7 months ago 
* 
Feel really sorry for the actual residents around this area (not the 
pikeys) this has been going on for years.    
mrgoonermate 7 months ago 
* 
we can fight can better than u any day but i dont like fighting 
................ to be honest we dont help the settled comunity becouse 
look wat they do for us nothing and and wat good are us we arent 
the only ones that brake the law if us ask me us are the problem in 
this country becouse wen we have a family dispute we fight 1 on 1 
we dont drag other peopple in to it  traveller218 7 months ago 
*



DEAR MIKEYLOVE01........DOES THE 01 MEAN YOU LIKE 
MENS HOLES.........BRAINLESS CUNT.......NONE OF YOU 
SHIT HEADS CAN FIGHT UNLESS YOU BRING ALL YOUR 
IN BRED FAMILY ALONG TO JOIN IN ,GO BACK TO 
IRELAND AN TRY AN SCARE THE LOCALS BACK THERE 
YOU BRAINLESS GAY BITCH..................XX.....-..................  
66drummerman 7 months ago 
* 
CAN ANY GYPO LOOKING AT THESE COMMENTS TELL 
ME AND THE REST OF THE WORLD,WHAT USE ARE THEY 
TO THE REST OF SOCIETY, IN WHAT WAY DO THEY HELP 
PEOPLE OTHER THAN THEMSELVES.ARE THERE ANY 
NICE GYPO STORIES OUT THERE FROM PEOPLE THEY 
HAVE GENUINELY HELPED? 
66drummerman 7 months ago 
* 
There is discrimination involved here and it is by the travellers 
against the law abiding citizen from the settled community, who is 
not allowed to build a shed or garage next to their own house. And 
against the youngsters who work hard to save a deposit for a home. 
Travellers have even been offered homes in Basildon ahead of the 
settled community whose offspring are also desperate for homes. 
That is discrimination.  johnboy.essex  sexyduck100 7 months ago 
*
zulubeatz ? mmmm you sound like a coon to me , anyway wot you 
on about? cant understand wot yer talkin about , you need to type 
in a MORE UNDERSTANDIN WAY. maybe you a stinkin lyin 
gypo, so who cares about you ?   66drummerman 7 months ago 
* 
pardon. it was so long ago i cant remember what i said. probably 
pissed. anyway you are a tosser who spends all his time insulting 
people on the internet. you sad twat. er anything i didnt type well 
enough there? SPAZWIT.  zulubeatz1   7 months ago 
* 
Fighting back for the working class, Up the Travellers and Gawd 



help the fascist bailiffs!!! Inla – freedom fighters  
rocketlauncher72 7 months ago 
*
it's a good job most of you spineless cunts can remain anonymous 
with all the shit you speak on here   MickeyLove01 7 months ago 
* 
just a quick one folks....weres all the great fighting gypsy husbands 
of theese filthy whores..... bullrootin 7 months ago 
* 
could not agree with you more. I took part in the eviction of pikeys 
once ,well truth is i along with police ect turned up for the eviction 
me in a 13 ton 360, all the brave men were no where to be found 
and the womon had left children in two caravans without an adult 
so we had to all stand down for another day. Pikeys use the law 
when its to there advantage but brake the law for the rest of the 
time. End result was that they left that field crossed the road into 
another field.  escortmk112 6 months ago 
* 
lol i 100% agree.  SupremeParkitects 6 months ago 
* 
one of them is your dad, pikey... kernzyp 6 months ago 
* 
The only whore in this land pal is your own women, Gypsy & 
traveller women are decent, where as your kind sleep with about 
3000 men, spread a few thousand STD's before she finally marries. 
So why don't you zip that big gob of years and be quiet like a good 
little boy oughtta?  Imanuelization 6 months ago 

V gas the scum cunts...hitler had the right idea for the dirty 
bastards....   bullrootin 7 months ago    (this comment showed 8 
likes) 
*  
If hitler had the right idea then what was WW2 for ?   
MrJonnyboyification 6 months ago 



*
IF YOU ARE TRAVELLERS FUCKIN TRAVELL NOT PUT UP 
A PREFAB AND SAY WE ARE NOT MOVIN.....SCUM 
FUCKIN TRAVELL ROUND IRELAND IF YOU HATE BRITS 
SO MUCH LEAVE YOUR SHIT AN RUBBISH WITH THEM 
YER CUNTS. GYPOS THE WHOLE WORLD ARE HATED 
EVERYBODY KNOWS WHY  66drummerman 7 mnths ago  
* 
Most are owned by Travellers of Irish heritage, although some 
Romani families also *** own*** yards. The estate is divided in 
two sections, the front part (about 45 plots) has planning 
permission; while the back part (52 plots) despite numerous 
applications and appeals, has been refused planning consent, even 
though the site was previously a disused scrap yard! According to 
the Commission on Racial Equality, 90% of traveller planning 
applications are initially rejected compared to 20% overall. 
ChrizstianC 7 months ago 
*
since u british took over te north of ireland u think u can take over 
the irish travellers and thank you ieyedmonster we truely decent 
peopple unlike the scum how runing us down 
traveller218 7 months ago 
* 
TRAVELLERS ARE DECENT PEOPLE  
ieyedmonster 7 months ago 
* 
ENGLAND IS A SHIT HOLE FULL OF AGLO SAXON 
QUEERS  ieyedmonster 7 mnths ago 
* 
THE ENGLISH ARE SUB HUMAN THEY CANT GO TO A 
SOCCER MATCH AND CAUSE TROUBLE A PACK OF RATS 
THE HOLE LOT OF YE AND YE CAN THANK THE USA YE 
ARE NOT TALKING GERMAN UNGREATFULL LITTLE 
SHITS YE COULDNT BEAT YER WAY OUT OF A WET PAPER 
BAG   ieyedmonster 7 months ago 



* 
THE ENGLISH ARE REALLY SHOWING THEM SELVES UP 
HERE THE HOLE WORLD KNOWS WAT YER REALLY LIKE 
PUT TO DO THIS IS SHOWING A HOLE NEW LIGHT ON YE 
VILE SCUM  ieyedmonster 7 months ago 
* 
listen im only 15 and im travelling 2 dale farm from ireland by my 
self 2 try stop the eviction and i do live in a house bu i rater have a 
caravan becouse i was born and rared in a caravan and im not a 
thieve and if ur home was being taken from u would u fight for it 
and can u honestly tell me u never litterered and we do pay taxes 
traveller218 7 months ago 
*
ITS GOOD TO SE A GIPPOVAN BEING CRUSHED BUT I BET 
I WAS VIRTUALLY WORTHLESS AND DROVE OFF IN THE 
STOLEN POSH ONE   birdandthe 7 months ago 

Vobey the law of the land , pay your taxes or ship out , if not
burn them out . filth . 
bigrider2806 7 months ago 

whetting my apetite for #dalefarm eviction tomorrow - so 
excited !!  PikeysPooOutdoors 7 months ago 

 
traveller218 bless ya hey doesnt matter what these bigots say and 
oh aye god watching but people round the world watching as well 
and never again will the traveller community stand alone against 
these bigots by the way bigots u ever hear of amnesty international 
well we here and we watching u    amhranean 7 months ago 
* 
“Houses are like prisons to us.” Thats what the gypos say, what a 
bunch of thick twats, living on a site in a prefab building looking 
like a small house. DER......So whats that called ? A FUKIN 



TENT? THEY WOULD SHIT THEMSELVES IF THEY HAD A 
PRPOER HOUSE THEY COULDNT GET AWAY WITH 
ANYTHIN THEN. I KNOW A PLACE ITS CALLED DEVILS 
ISLAND PUT EM ALL ON THERE.ITS A SHAM THEY STILL 
KEEP HAVIN KIDS. 66drummerman 7 months ago 
* 
its a shame your mom went to the zoo and fell in the apecage. and 
a soapdodger talking about cleanliness?    
zulubeatz1  7 months ago 
* 
listen im an irish traveller i dont do drugs and im not a criminal bu 
yous should be a shamed of ur selfs would u like it if ur home was 
taken from u the way there was and any man how dosent fight for 
there home is a coward u prejeduce bastereds may god have murcy 
on ur souls    traveller218 7 months ago 

 well u travellers bring all this prejudice on yourselves, u thieve 
and leave rubbish everywhere for us british taxpayers to pick up 
the bill, we educate your kids which we pick up the bill, we even 
pay u housing benefits when u build houses illegally without 
planning permission! u claim to be an oppressed minority but its u 
that oppress the majority. If u dont like it here why dont u go 
travelling around your homeland, maybe its because they fed up 
with ya shit too    lawn38 in reply to traveller218   7 months ago 
* 
Love the bulldozers going in.  5Willoughby 7 months ago 

fucking scum bags!   MrGrizzlykingKev 7 months ago 
* 
these travellers are human beings one god one human race you 
should be ashamed of your comments save the grace of god could 
be you and yours may god have mercy on your souls. judge not 
and u shall not be judged drummerman and the rest of yas like 
minded ones. tiocfaidh ar la      amhranean 7 months ago 



V Get the fucking gypos out. They're come to my area where it 
used to be peaceful now there's shit left everywhere which they 
dump, they steal things of people & just think they can do what 
they want. Burn their caravans, children in them or not.   
yazoo178 7 months ago 21   

V Well said lad!   
ihatestupidpeople232 in reply to yazoo178   7 months ago 
* 
Don't insult the Gypsies by calling them Gypsies. They are Irish 
travellers.    irishxxkelt 6 months ago 
*
how about burning your house down, family inside or not?? 
ASSHOLE CUNT. kernzyp in reply to yazoo178 6 months ago 
* 
excuse me yazoo...from what I've heard, these are "Irish 
gypsies"....didn't your English government invade, conquer and 
occupy Ireland a few centuries ago, FORCING the Irish to be 
under English rule?  I wonder if they said "Get the fucking English 
out. They're come to my area where it used to be peaceful...."???  I 
don't condone the criminal actions of anyone, gypsy or otherwise, 
but your attitude seems to be quite arrogant.  angryadrien in reply 
to yazoo178   6 months ago 
* 
No the 'English' government did not "invade Ireland". Ireland 
signed an act of union with GREAT BRITAIN in 1800. They had a 
right to drop out at any point as did Britain. In the early 20th 
century the southern part of Ireland, somewhat controversially, 
dropped out. It is widely believed that the Irish independence vote 
was corrupt. You are a typical "protester" don't know anything and 
think you are "fighting for the good of the people". In the future 
get your facts right. #FAIL   
SpearHunter2 in reply to angryadrien   6 months ago 



*
I'm sorry that you feel the need to act like a douche and call me 
names when you know nothing about me nor my intentions.  I 
admit that I am not a history major, but I have read that "...1536, 
Henry VIII decided to conquer Ireland and bring it under crown 
control..."  and the story goes on to list the crown's aggressions, 
such as: Desmond Rebellions (1569–1573 and 1579–1583) and the 
Nine Years War (1594–1603).  Do you dispute this?   Why would 
you call me an Irish protester?     
angryadrien in reply to SpearHunter2     6 months ago 
* 
You are 40 years old. As to answer your question, Ireland joined 
the union voluntarily and you need to stop reading pathetic little 
history books by crappy Canadian authors. Trust me Canadian 
authors know nothing. Your history consists of trapping beaver 
near Hudson bay and living in the shadow of the mighty USA! I 
am not sure what made you an Irish protester, I was hoping you 
would know yourself, however I suspect it is because your useless 
ancestors starved in the potato famine!     
SpearHunter2 in reply to angryadrien 6 months ago 
* 
WOW, are you ever being an ASSHOLE!  You know nothing about 
my history, mate.  Why are you so insecure and why do you keep 
calling me an Irish protester?  You sure seem to be fired up over 
something...calling our books "pathetic"?? Fuck, buddy, you are a 
LOSER.  You did nothing to "answer my question"...I doubt you 
are competent to do any such thing  You spew foulness with each 
breath...what's your problem?  angryadrien in reply to 
SpearHunter2 6 months ago 
* 
My problem is that too many so called "protesters" don't have a 
clue what they are talking about, with you being an example. Even 
my 11 year old son knew that Ireland was not "invaded" by Britain 
(LMFAO). Firstly get your facts sorted out, get a life, let Quebec 
succeed from the union and let the United States of America 



occupy the rest of your god forsaken country. The USA and UK are 
the future of world relations and Canada is simply the Queens dirt 
bag. P.S keep pealing the spuds!     SpearHunter2 in reply to 
angryadrien 6 months ago 
* 
you must be so very proud that your 11 yo knows a little bit of 
your history. hopefully the child learns some manners, but it 
probably won't be from you.  If you hadn't noticed, I ASKED a 
question...I didn't SAY that England invaved Ireland.  The 
monarchy was more stealthy in it's occupation of Ireland, it didn't 
technically "invade" prior to assimilating the Irish.  I don't know 
what caused you to have such a big thorn in your arse, but it's your 
problem, not mine. 
angryadrien in reply to SpearHunter2   6 months ago 
*
I don't know why you have a problem with the Irish or the British 
they are both more worthy people than you useless Canadians. 
Long live the United States of America!   
SpearHunter2 in reply to angryadrien 6 months ago 
* 
Everything you say is merely drivel and not worth of a response.  I 
hope the child you mention is nothing like you.  angryadrien in 
reply to SpearHunter2 6 months ago 
* 
Britain 1 Canadian troll 0   SpearHunter2 in reply to angryadrien 
6 months ago 
* 
you're so full of yourself it's disgusting. would you like some help 
removing your head from your arse?   angryadrien in reply to 
SpearHunter2 6 months ago 
* 
No, the baliffs can do that for me! :)    SpearHunter2 in reply to 
angryadrien  6 months ago 
* 
So where do these people live now? Who are the people in blue 



jackets?  wesleysonic 7 months ago 
*
drove past a gypsy camp the other day, don,t live anywere near it, 
just driving past, as i was looking , several boys(12-16) yrS of age, 
started shouting abuse and threw bottles at the car, for no reason, 
SMASHED THE SIDE WINDOW AND HAD 2 CHILDREN IN 
THE CAR!!! very pleasant people, NOT!!!!! SO FOR THIS 
REASON ALONE, I CANNOT STICK UP FOR THEM... 
spudmm1 7 months ago 
*
"It looks like we have no rights" Pay taxes = You get rights.   + 
How did the guy at 5:30 keep his cool if that was me i would of put 
that kid clean out the cheecky cunt   efc4toffie 7 months ago 

Vat 0:39 was i the only person thinking just throw the pikeys
into the fire?   glen50000 7 months ago 
* 
i know a rat and a couple of cockroaches that have jobs!   
themattmos 7 months ago 

V get one AK 47, and make only 1 example. and they will run. 
tahirdobaz 7 months ago 
* 
Who Ever is supporting this may i say your all sick c..nts i aint a 
gypsie and yer there livving aleagly but to treat them with such 
disrespect !! THERE BLOODY HUMAN i bet your all old grumpy 
gits any way .. no child or teen would support it go get a life sick 
nobs   alanpodtouch 7 months ago 
* 
Mate im 16 and i fully support this. Fucking pikey cunts. 
Chrizgoodwin 7 months ago 
* 
if you have ever had dealings with gypsys you would understand 
why everyone hates them so stfu and see if ur support will stop 



them beating u up if you go near there camp 
4321finnreaper1234  7 months ago 
* 
... i have 2 freinds who are gypsies and there not even that violent, 
and you dont get beaten up everytime you go to there camp .. Ure 
A sick lying freek . u old gits have gypsies against you. and 
watching the london riots, looks like you have teens against you . .. 
there are other ways to deal with them ! in a more mature and less 
alian way !  alanpodtouch   7 months ago 
* 
Love the way that guy just pushed that stupid little inbred 
Cougherson away like he was a skittle. 
MilibandDavid 7 months ago 
* 
HAA SICK NOB   alanpodtouch 7 months ago 
* 
Coughersons   MilibandDavid 7 months ago 
* 
Even after having been treated like this, one of the evictees 
remembered the head bailiff and gave him a nice hot mug of tea.  
newagemisfit 7 months ago 
*
IEYEDMONSTER.........What a totally brainwashed, unwashed 
thick twat you are. All the world knows about gypos, they know 
what lyin bastards you are ,no one likes youi because of the way 
your type act in other peoples land. Why the fuck dont you all go 
back to ireland ? Oh can you tell the rest of us why no gypo has got 
a driving licsense or insurance.Or dont you have the guts. 
66drummerman 7 months ago 
* 
look at all these vile coments from these inbred english huns this is 
what these poor people are up against hope they all burn in hell 
with there inbred mothers and fathers ieyedmonster 7 mths ago 
* 
English Inbred Huns?. Lol!. Mixing things up a little are you not. I 



have met Irish Tinkers and they are sooo inbred they have 2 thumb 
nails on one thumb. They have arranged marriages with their 
cousins, from birth. You are a total idiot. As for being a "Hun", I 
am proud to be an Anglo-Saxon with true Romany blood.   
stiglaa  7 months ago 
* 
WOTZ A FIK OIRISH SCUM GYPO DOIN SENDINK 
MESSAGES ON TINTERNET?HAZENT IT GOT SUM 
STEELIN TER DO? LOL...................... Arent they 
awfull those confounded so called travellers?wheres mr hitler 
when you need him?Ah well at least decent people can laugh at 
them now and agen.  66drummerman 7 months ago 
* 
who pays there wages you english faggit england yer getting yers 
holes opened in afganastan lol 5872steve thick cunt  
ieyedmonster 7 months ago 
*
ur a dick head no 1 understands what you are typeing     
4321finnreaper1234 7 months ago 
* 
glicher u dirty english cunt ur army was in n ireland for 35 years 
and ye couldnt defeat the ira thats on british ducuments released by 
your terrorist goverment and by the way ur army got there arses 
opened its a pity we didnt get maggie put we got most of ye cunts 
anyone for pitza ? ieyedmonster 7 months ago 
* 
the real meanies are the government - they give everyone who 
comes here housing, benifits, healthcare, education yet they 
neglect the gypsy community by just ignoring their need and right 
to a settlement place by not putting legislation in place that they 
have a right to. The government are the baddies here - not the plain 
old englishmen that has no power to change things! 
oliversmummy85 7 months ago 
* 
people should not tar the british or english with the same brush. Its 



quite scary to read what people think about the people of my 
country when me or my family would harm no one. We don't wish 
hate on anyone. Just like in any country you get your bad people - 
we are not all like that! oliversmummy85 7 months ago 
* 
PUTTING THESE POOR PEOPLE ON THE ROAD THE 
ENGLISH ARE EVIL SURE LOOK WHAT THEY DID IN 
AFGANASTAN IRAQ WARMS MY HEART TO SEE THEM 
COMING HOME FROM IRAQ IN BODY BAGS THERE 
GETTING THERE HOLES OPENED THEY WILL SOON B 
TRYING TO GET OUT LIKE THEY DID N IRELAND 
ieyedmonster 7 months ago 
* 
the english could take ireland in about a week lol you wouldnt 
stand a fucking chance you stupid irish tramp but why would we 
want a shity island with a bunch of tramps pikeys and alcoholics. 
oh and its spelt nazi not natzis you stupid illiterate cunt   
glicher100 7 months ago 
*
Its the British army in afghanistan as in ireland not the english 
army . YOU my friend are a thick turdburgler.   5872steve    7 
months ago 
* 
THIS IS WHAT THE ENGLISH ARE ABOUT    ieyedmonster 7 
months ago 
* 
ENGLAND FOUGHT THE NATZIS IN 2 WORLD WARS AND 
THEN THEY DO THIS LOOKS TO ME LIKE THE ENGLISH 
ARE THE REAL NATZIS SURE I SUPOSE THATS NOTHING 
NEW WERE THE ENGLISH THE FIRST TO HAVE 
CONCENCRATION CAMPS IN AFRICA 1700   ieyedmonster 7 
months ago 
* 
Was the Portugese who started the slave trade...not English (even 
then it was the British) so at that time yeh Irish were doing it to... 



CallumGirdwood    7 months ago 

How do these bailiffs and police sleep at night... 
shameful...  ascend2luv 7 months ago 
* 
just to point out,the vast majority of these would have english 
passports,not irish. twillymyman 7 months ago 
* 
Who is the beautiful lady at 3:07? She looks like an Irish gypsy 
Barbra Streisand -- I'll 'ave a bit of that!   
jamesstasiak 7 months ago 
*
british are garbage   mirceapopa100 7 months ago 
* 
These people are heartless! Makes my stomache turn. live and let 
live. ijustcantsleep 7 mths ago 
* 
how could anyone put good familys and children out of their 
homes, makes me sick  dessiewelshman 7 months ago 
* 
we got a bunch of them living near us. Nothing but vermin, they've 
trashed the place. There is rubbish and filth all over the place, no 
doubt the work of 'outsiders'. No wonder they are persicuted by 
wider society. They despise the rest of society, and the only thing 
they want to do is abuse it in every way.   Redcoat66 7 months ago 
* 
Definitely will not be going to this holiday camp with my caravan 
doesn't seem a friendly place to stay , surprised at the amount of 
people staying there . Does the Camping and Caravan Club know 
about this site ?    Albert18264 7 months ago 
* 
Calm down now everybody calm down .    
Albert18264 7 months ago 



* 
How can people defend the Gypsies? they're on green belt land, 
you can't build on it, NO ONE can, why should they be any 
different? after all, we're all equal, right?   What they need to do is 
buy land of their own, land they're allowed to build on, if they can't 
afford it, tough...they'll then have to do what every other citizen of 
the UK has to do, apply for housing, and if they don't like that, 
fuck off.   kevblueman 7 months ago 
* 
So the New World Order is kicking in, everyone will be the same, 
they will pay their tax's, carry their paper money, go to their 
pointless jobs, let police treat them like shit, let the bankers and 
politician steal everything, and live in fear of fake terrorism, isn't 
the world beautiful.  Remind me of a Maniac Street Preacher song 
"if we tolerate this then our children will be next", this is sad to 
see, humanity has gotten so messed up, if your looking for 
criminal's go to a golf course.katiemilker 7 months ago 
* 
@66drummerman They are all about intimidation and threats??? 
haha and what about the governments and council you fine, 
intimidate and lie to you and you take it like the sheeple you are, at 
least these people stand up against it while u bend over and take it, 
U R NOT FREE, U R OWNED   mrcc419 7 months ago 
* 
Oi'm a fekkin gypo and oi dornt wanna sewnd loike oim defending 
em but whoy dornt de rozzers layve uz alorn.   
splattfedding 7 months ago 
*
speak English     frankiebrain in reply to splattfedding (Show the 
comment) 7 months ago 
* 
this is sad and depressing to watch. cant believe this is happening 
to people in England 07719376561 7 months ago 
* 
HEY PEOPLE WE ARE LIVING IN THE 21ST 



CENTURY..........GYPO CULTURE HAS NO MEANING 
................HOW WOULD THE COUNTRY BE IF WE ALL 
THOUGHT LIKE THOSE INBRED
TWATS........INFRASTRUCTURE OF COUNTRY WOULD 
COLLAPSE OVER NITE THINK ABOUT 
IT............................-.........  66drummerman 7 months ago 
* 
To all dirty brainless skivin lyin bastard gypos, who are under the 
illusion that they are real decent men......HA HA pay tax get 
driving licenses and insurance pay into society like the rest of 
us.Or are you too afraid to be in one place and have to act like 
decent people? if not fuk off to scotland in the highlands away 
from prpoer workin class peole Oh ive just thought you cant do 
that can you? coz there aint no one to scare or intimidate there 
.............CUNTS THE LOT OF YOU . 
66drummerman 7 months ago 
* 
There is good and bad in all people......I do not agree with most of 
there actions, but people seem to be missing the point!!!! IT'S 
THERE LAND.....It's going to end up costing US TAX PAYERS 
THE MONEY .....Why move them when they are just gonna set up 
else where????  Council keeps going on about the green belt but It 
was a SCRAPYARD before....so the residents that are complaining 
about there homes being devalued is nonsense as it was a 
SCRAPYARD Beforehand!!!! Leave them..Well kept CLEAN 
Homes   MrTweety27 7 months ago 
*
If you do not uphold the law then what is the law? You cannot let 
them live there just because it was a scrap site before. These people 
contribute nothing to society, they have earned no respect and i 
have no sympathy for them. i wish they would all just leave the 
country.  nimph909 7 months ago 
* 
Yes i agree, but in the long run it's us Tax Payers that will end up 
footing the bill of evicting them....whilst they set up home on 



someother unauthoirised land , which will then be history repeating 
itself!!!  MrTweety27  7 months ago 
*
It's sad and ironic. But i would rather pay to have them move and 
show them they are not above the law, as the believe they are, then 
leave them do as they please. Its difficult but we can't let them get 
away with it. They already make their money illegally and no one 
calls them on that. I think like most problems, they will never go 
away.   nimph909  7 months ago 
* 
Yes it is sad and ironic...But lets remember half of the land with 
homes on is legal and they all have planning permission...The 
other half applied for planning permission but was declined!!! 
What was the point in allowing half and not the other half????? 
Well my theory is the council was not bothered originally but then 
as the residents starting to notice more homes going up they started 
to complain to the council which then was when the problems 
started to occur!!!  MrTweety27   7 months ago 

VDid you see the woman with the burker protesting at the site,
why is she allowed to live in England, .. English people are 
feckless kunts to allow this on there own land. Bring back 
cromwell and shot these kunts.      
****NAME****    7 months ago 
* 
i am the 20,000's view!   linuxthemoon 7 months ago 
*
I worked with travellers for many years ( nine or ten ) and I liked 
most of them a lot .. met some decent people .. and even when I 
went onto sites alone to serve notices (and I am not a big or 'handy' 
bloke ) I was always treated with respect .. This eviction achieves 
precisely bugger all and costs stupid amounts of money. 
jonjuliecat 7 months ago 
*



I completely agree    MrTweety27    7 months ago 
* 
clueless middle class left wing doo gooders siding with scum bag 
travellers   Zoko1964 7 mths ago 
* 
what a mess  Lorzeee17   7 months ago 
* 
They must have been taking acting lessons from that old has-been 
actress. Any decent person would live by the law. What horrible 
people, I take my hat off to the bailliffs.   
bootsandsaddles 7 months ago 
* 
Hypothetically speaking of course every jobsworth bailiff that took 
part in this is easily identifiable by every traveller in the british 
isles i wonder how hard they will be when they are alone or with 
thier wife and kids   jcmmc 7 months ago 
* 
Coughersons, they are a insult to all decent travelling folk, they are 
a insult to the Irish. MilibandDavid 7 months ago 
* 
Coughersons  MilibandDavid 7 months ago 
* 
Dump em all back in the Irish Sea!!!! Pikey scum!! Good for 
nothing scum!!!!  Redcoat66 7 months ago  
* 
You must have been the Pikey that nicked the fillings out of my 
teeth! LOL! Redcoat66    7 months ago 
* 
no you english prick pikeys cant afford computers you snob 
kevinmeehan71   7 months ago 
* 
but they can afford brand new vans and £20.000 caravans, conning 
bastards TheTjw2010  7 months ago 
* 
ever heard of a dongle?  TheTjw2010 7 months ago 



* 
SICK NOB !!!!!! BEINNG AN YOUNG BOY I FIND U SICK 
AND IMATURE ! RONGON  alanpodtouch   7 months ago 
* 
you are cunt for titling the video in this way. Id like to see how fat 
your wife or mother is. truthseekers666 7 months ago 
*
pikey chav scum  petertownend 7 months ago   
* 
Get Jeremy Clarkson on the job, he hates caravans. 
Draxdon 7 months ago 
*
fucking pikey scum!  planetportal 7 months ago 
* 
Send in the middle class dreadlock trusta far eyes with loud raggea 
and drippy hippy stories...bore them so badly they leave anyway 
hebay2 7 months ago 
* 
AT 2.25 REMINDS ME OF SNATCH, A CARAVAN WITH NO 
FACKING WHEELS 
TheTjw2010 7 months ago 
* 
"control your silly little self" lol    chumkui999 7 months ago 
*I'm sorry for any ethically sound gypos here, but sadly, my
experience of people from Pikey background is not good. I had 
trouble with them, death threats, trying to stitch me up in a court of 
law for hate mail I never wrote. Sad but true.  However, it has to be 
said that if some Judge or MP wanted planning permission for a 
massive property the fucking cunt would get it over nite. (true) 
02Blackbeard 7 months ago 
*
I don't get it? What's the problem with them living there again? 
chearn73 7 months ago 



The fucking hippies trying to help the fucking pikie scum. The 
fucking hippies not realising the minute their backs turned the 
pikies would be robbering their house. Scum! 
joeypesci 7 months ago 
* 
No you don't have any rights cause your cunts.   joeypesci 7 
months ago 

V they r all dirty cunts ... Exterminate   MrAsh01234 7 
months ago 

V love it good veiwing shoot the cunts hahahaha and be done 
with the lot scum  thedonracha 7 months ago 
* 
PUT THE BOOT IN 4:48 lol   MrRdt1970 7 months ago 

 real life crime what a dick head you are ,why dont you have 
them live on your land? these people are criminals liars and cheats, 
human rats nothing more, nothing less. They are all about 
intimidation and threats.I know this ive had plenty of dealings with 
them over the years. Yes they are all the same, THIEVEING 
BASTARDS.    66drummerman 7 months ago  
* 
Hitler? Who raised you back from the dead! 
MrSockoOck in reply to 66drummerman   7 months ago 
* 
you sound just like a 1930's German describing a Jew.  
MrJoviun in reply to 66drummerman 7 months ago 
* 
Damn right!!!    
Redcoat66 in reply to 66drummerman  7 months ago 
*



@66drummerman   council house tenants you mean ? 
barrattholmes1 in reply to 66drummerman  7 months ago 
* 
YOU ARE TALKIN BOLLOX........they love bein cunts they think 
thats the way to be.....its bred into them............66drummerman 7 
months ago 
*
as an ex fairground worker so not a big fan of pikies i feel if we let 
them nuy a plot of land with planning permission to put the 
caravans on and let them have the same rights as us it would stop 
them causing trouble and stealing from us beause they will see we 
are treating them like people not scum build yards for the travellers 
and allow them to have rights in this film they have been treated 
like shit and it should not be happening  MrCevans7676 7 months 
ago 

V  napalm the cunts from space....only way to be sure   Fucking 
human parasites   ourobourous2000 7 months ago 
* 
@thesolaris810 ....ohhh those bailiffs look big don't they. Take care 
when your carrying your bags through them and out the gate. 
Hahaha.   tiggs0202 7 months ago 
* 
@thesolaris810 this is what you've got to look forward to in 5 
days. Haha. Can't wait.  tiggs0202 7 months ago 
* 
An individual who breaks a law that conscience tells him is 
unjust, and who willingly accepts the penalty of imprisonment 
in order to arouse the conscience of the community over its 
injustice, is in reality expressing the highest respect for the law.    
Martin Luther King, Jr.     
jimg778 7 months ago 

V  Hitler was right.      sharinganforum 7 months ago 



* 
not about mustaches he wasnt    zulubeatz1 7 months ago 
*
gypo scumbags, who wants em? thieveing,lying intimidating, thats 
the gypo way send em back to ireland.If they want rights buy a 
house an pay tax like the rest of us.Driving round with no 
insurance or licsence, who do they think they are?WANKERS 
EACH AND EVERY ONE OF EM.    
66drummerman 7 months ago 
*
er i dunno chavs maybe? soapdodgers? least they can fuckin drive,   
zulubeatz1 7 months ago 
* 
@Flamorgan Maybe you understand new english ( turkish ) ? :D:D   
sonus89 7 months ago 
* 
@Flamorgan Gipsies made them a third world country, you are 
right! I that you could tell me in this situation that I am 
misinformed.. maybe I am tha person who lives in the middle of 
the trouble. Now go back into your warm room, drink a tea, and 
think about how people live there in east hungary... they fear every 
day of gipsies! Have you ever been to hungary? No? Now shut 
your fuckin mouth up and drink the tea, because you dont feel the 
real problem on your skin! Watch the TV, and be happy!    
sonus89 7 months ago 
* 
@Flamorgan You did not see a lot, if you saw white faces. Maybe 
you mean that afforted and injured people whose shops were 
destroyed by black gorillas... I saw only such videos where police 
have to collect some monkeys running free on the road. :) 
sonus89 7 months ago 
*
dont you all get bored agreeing with each other? yeah they are this 
and i would like to do that etc. ..and if i was the balif i would get 
my bulldozer and... fuck me what a bunch of clowns..and why you 



all trying to sound like characters from some shit american 
film..you go on about travelers and education but you sound like 
the stupidest twats ive ever heard.  zulubeatz1 7 months ago 
* 
next up chav bare knuckle granny beating.  zulubeatz1 7 months 
ago 
*
im not the one who gets off on seeing big fat dickheads pushing 
women and kids about. but i just looked up bnp chav bare knuckle 
boxing and there wasnt any. just 10 blokes pushing a burning rag 
thru a hostel door and running away. boring. you lot need a bit 
more pride and less hate.  zulubeatz1 7 months ago 
*
how many off you twats are there? wareshag? yep thats you at the 
end of the night ware shag go.. do one muppet     
zulubeatz1 7 months ago 
*
fuck the dozer.. lets do it proper style.. mate.     
zulubeatz1 7 months ago 
* 
@19591910 er they dont want a home from the government mate. 
they want to live on land that they own.. do yoyu own the land you 
live on? no you dont even own your house either the bank does or 
the council.. you are such a bunch of self rightous twats..  
zulubeatz1 7 months ago 
* 
@Flamorgan Yes. I would call them messy unkept and animals. 
Those were no english citizens, those were black people from 
africa, middle-east people, and gipsies, who have arrived to 
England, for living there from social help, like animals wait for 
their keepers! Deal with it! 
sonus89 7 months ago 
* 
6.42 she asks for them to put it in writing - then says she cant read 
and write - bullshitters the lot of them - dale farm residents own 



properties in ireland in maiden names - daily mail article today - 
lying bastards       iBeep2009 8 months ago 
* 
and the daily mail is the word of god   zulubeatz1  7 months ago 
* 
Sherrep yi fool, I wouldnt mind Gypsies if they didnt make such a 
Fucking mess. And Dont reply saying you clean up because you 
clearly dont. You fill sites with shite then move on. Thats why 
nobody wants pikeys near them.  360FAMOUZ360 8 months ago 
* 
@noirkitten what and letting girls get pregnant with no means of 
support like that which goes on in cities..have you had a look 
outside your bubble? you got a lot more to worry about than 
gypsys. they dont put up with kiddy fiddling. wereas you probably 
have one living near you that you dont even know about. anyone 
should be able to travel and live wherever they want. simple. just 
because you dont want to see a new horizon doesnt mean others 
should be glued to the same stack of bricks for ever     
zulubeatz1 8 months ago 
* 
when weas this pal. i got mates in a team up by your way..who are 
you? ile make you fuckin famous ratfucker.   
zulubeatz1  8 months ago 
* 
@superfrickensexy listen to this shite man.... you dont own your 
house dickhead. the bank does. and two days in a caravan and you 
wouldnt be able to find yourself amongst all the shit and waste that 
an average person like you gets thru. you need to stop your kids 
from having babies at 12 and taking smack..which doesnt happen 
on gypsy sites. white trash you are. the mouth on you needs 
cleaning never mind your crack.   zulubeatz1 8 months ago 
* 
where r the traveller men here all i see is women n kids and new 
age travellers trying to protect them, if u wanna stop an eviction u 
need the travellers men there to make a stand.   



3rk4u 8 months ago 
* 
working. and real work. not pushing women and kids around. 
zulubeatz1  8 months ago 
* 
i know u have to earn a living but my point is that here u can see 
the baliffs r taking pleasure in destroying ur property,im sure they 
wouldnt be so smug had a few hundred men been there to defend 
the place,your home and familys should take priority and kick 
there scum bag asses.  3rk4u   8 months ago 
* 
True but you would end up in jail. anyway it isnt just travelers 
losing their homes anyway, you got people who have worked at the 
same job all their lives having their homes repossessed. there are 
streets full of boarded up houses. its i wider problem but the dicks 
on here cant see past the prejudice. ive seen the most disgusting, 
horrible comments that made me think i was living in Kazakhstan. 
some people just love an easy target.    zulubeatz1   7 months ago 
*
dale farm edition coming soon.    dwporter345 8 months ago 

V   I know where a stockpile of Zyklon-B can be found If 
anyone's interested.  MyMerlin1 8 months ago 
* 
is it with your stash of kiddie porn you foul excuse for a human 
being.   zulubeatz1 in reply to MyMerlin1 (Show the comment) 8 
months ago 
* 
i bet you jerk off to concentration camp films and like watching 
women and kids being tortured dont you? i hope you never get put 
in a cell with me as i will break your neck. you are a perverted 
nonce case.    zulubeatz1 8 months ago 
*
I do like Ilsa, She-Wolf of the SS (1974) film, it is almost certainly 



the most notorious of the concentration camp porno-violence 
movies around.    MyMerlin1 in reply to zulubeatz1 8 months ago 
* 
good ridence you bunch of non tax paying thieveing parrasite spud 
pickers  mrtoptenatten 8 months ago 
*  
and look whay happened to your taxes...the bankers spent them all 
having fun..u MUG.   zulubeatz1  8 months ago 

V should just squash the caravan with the bucket kids and all.
nbrado 8 months ago 
* 
u like hurting children..you should be in jail you nonce..and yes i 
will fight you anytime anywhere.   
 zulubeatz1 in reply to nbrado  8 months ago 
* 
bring it on you fucking little cock muncher. ur just a little fag 
living with mom the truth be told!. i'd break you like a twig you 
little piss ant. Tell you what please be down at dale farm on 
eviction day the 19th and i'll show you the business end of a dozer 
you cunt.   nbrado in reply to zulubeatz1   7 months ago 
* 
why di you need a fuckin dozer? and im happy as fuck i upset you.. 
you shouldnt dish out nasty shit if you dont like it back..truth be 
told your a bully mate who likes to be on the side with the most 
power and authority. whatever i am at least i stand with my own 
convictions.. with the few or on my own if i have to. so stick your 
dozer up your fat arse.(if the truth be told) 
zulubeatz1 in reply to nbrado     7 months ago 
* 
you couldnt upset water on a pond you drama queen fag. see you 
on the 19th when your mates get evicted with a dozer. thats a 
bulldozer you stupid cunt!. nbrado 7 months ago 
*



nice world you live in. i admit i have never felt that i wanted to 
harm kids in any way. but majority rules and if its legal thats ok 
then? call me a fascist but i would put you somewhere where you 
cant harm children because if you realy think like that there is 
something fundamentaly wrong with your brain.   
zulubeatz1 7 months ago 
* 
i bet they have shit everywhere except in their own toilets...dirty 
fucking robbing shit cunts  lennox679 8 months ago 
* 
your a nob. go fuk ya mom. you nondescript little prat 
zulubeatz1 in reply to lennox679 8 months ago 
* 
FUCKING SHIT CUNT PIKIES FUCK OFF BACK TO 
IRELAND !!!! lennox679 8 months ago 
*
and u fuck off back to twatland    zulubeatz1   in reply to 
lennox679    8 months ago 
* 
at least the gypos are from the uk unlike the new comers aka 
asylam seekers aka the immigrants who get 3 house 3 car 3 sky tv 
3 holidays yes gypos and immigrants none of them pay taxes but 
the bankers do not either only the uk working and middle class pay 
taxes  CastleSnowflake 8 months ago 
* 
So because one group of of greedy money grabbing lying cheats ie 
= The Bankers, rob us...Its OK for another group ie = The Sheridan 
clan, to do the same.williamorwell in reply to CastleSnowflake 
(Show the comment) 8 months ago 
* 
These people have feeling just like you and i and i find it very sad 
to read so many vile comments writen by fellow human beings. It 
will be worse for everyone if they are made to live on the sides of 
roads, not just for the people of Dale Farm but for everyone eles as 
well. Where are they going to go. Maybe some of you that have 



said all those horrible things may have them parked outside your 
house, then your say why have they not got a site to live on. 
PLEASE THINK OF THE CHILDREN    
123wiseoldowl 8 months ago 
* 
the people on here are the worst example of gadje there is. they 
believe everything they see on tv and spend their nights getting 
drunk and talking this stuff amongst themselves. they are a good 
reason why gypsys dont want to live in there horrible areas. 
contary to popular belief travellers are very clean and tidy and dont 
have a lot of the filthy habits as these people have. these people are 
idiots and will be slaves all their lives . zulubeatz1 in reply to 
123wiseoldowl 8 months ago 

V These gypo scumbags really are a disease on the face of this 
country, they lie, cheat, steal, foul the areas they "live" in all has to 
be paid for by me and millions of other taxpayers like me, dont feel 
sorry for these bums give them no rights whatsoever, use 
maximum force and get rid of them all.   0113leedsunited 8 
months ago 
* 
i thought twats like this where a thing of the past. they love being 
on the strongest side supported by the government.... nowhere to 
be seen when the real fight goes down...go on pay your taxes and 
get ripped off by the banks for the rest of your life you puppet. 
everybody knows you are jealous of gypsies because they lead a 
life less boring and mundane than your own. your not even a 
patriot ur the disease on this country. and leeds are shit and allways 
have been.  zulubeatz1 in reply to 0113leedsunited   8 months ago 
* 
Your obviously a thinking man after reading how litterate you are, 
as you put iy i am jealous of gypos, mmm jealous of what exactly 
,living in a dirty stinking caravan sirrounded by the scum and 
waste of society, living in my own shite and filth, and knowing that 



the vast majority of people despise gypos, you are simply a dumb 
fuck whos probably an in bread gypo yourself or wishes you were , 
clearly you learnt your morals from your whore mother, you dick 
head. get a life.    
0113leedsunited in reply to zulubeatz1 8 months ago 
* 
and leeds are still shite.   
zulubeatz1 in reply to 0113leedsunited   8 months ago 
* 
well im educated enough to not be living in leeds. thats some life 
isnt it. and whos bringing mothers into it.? glad i upset you though 
im sitting here in a nice house in the south of france.(me mams. i 
live on a boat) laughing my head of and hoping i bump into you 
someday so i can laugh in your face ya nugget.   
zulubeatz1 in reply to 0113leedsunited    8 months ago 
* 
i was just reading back what i said and although no great piece of 
literature i wouldnt say i was illiterate. i do have have some 
admiration for people who live a rougher and harder existence 
without the comforts of living in a nice warm house. also my 
mother taught me not to judge people on anything except their 
character and also not to believe everything i hear and to stand up 
to what i think is wrong, even if the 'vast majority' shagged sheep i 
wouldnt.zulubeatz1 in reply to 0113leedsunited  7 months ago 
* 
No idea why people call them travellers. They only travel to find 
another spot to illegal squat on and ruin with their shit. Scumbag 
pikeys. Go get em dozers !  HeavyMechNS 8 months ago 
* 
Gig fat bailiffs more like- Why kind of a person can do a job like 
that?       Sketchyboy10 8 months ago 
* 
a wanker and a child abuser...have you read the comments on here? 
what a bunch of planks...i pay my taxes blah blah..... oh good for 
you. go live in your poxy little barret box with your neighbours 



that wouldnt give a shit if you got evicted. what a bunch of thick 
nasty nuggets. 
zulubeatz1 in reply to Sketchyboy10    8 months ago 
*
it does not look like that you havent any rights.. it looks like you 
havent got any duty! DUTY comes first! Learn it gipsies! 
sonus89 8 months ago 
*
and you have a DUTY to shut up and go hang yourself. muppet 
zulubeatz1 in reply to sonus89   8 months ago 

V:D:D:D LOL I have a job! I am a human, not a gipsy! Gipsies
steal vegetables from my garden, and none of them have 
vegetables in their gardens! Please notice this! Who have to got his 
duty?! Maybe we should help gipsies to hang themselves! It would 
be nice and necessary for a healty society!  sonus89 in reply to 
zulubeatz1   8 months ago 
* 
you are a vegetable son.    zulubeatz1 in reply to sonus89  8 
months ago 
*
I am a working person = not a gipsy   sonus89 in reply to 
zulubeatz1  8 months ago 
*
to be honest i dont know where you learnt to speak english mate 
because most of that got lost in translation. however having a job is 
not the highest accolade you can achieve. having a heart and a pair 
of testicles is as if not more important. but good luck with your 
vegetables in the futures..you could try a scarecrow??? 
zulubeatz1 in reply to sonus89   8 months ago 
* 
To be honest you are talking about my english and not about the 
real problem. :) Heart? If I had a heart, I would tell them to get a 
job, and not to lie there and wait for social help... like pigs wait for 



they keeper to feed them.. exactly! It is said: You dont have to give 
a fish to a poor man, because he wants more fish, but if you teach 
him how to angle, he can feed himself alone! If you dont recognize 
that these people are really lazy, you are blind!   
sonus89 in reply to zulubeatz1 8 months ago 
*
and if you had a brain you would be dangerous. i cant be botherd 
mate.. you havent got a clue. they all work mate. its against their 
principles to sign on. do some homework you are very 
misinformed. unlike you i have lived with travelers. and they all 
worked. all of them. you are blind as you are talking about things 
you dont know about and you sound silly. 
zulubeatz1 in reply to sonus89 7 months ago 
*
hahahah he lived with travellers! got stockholm syndrome have 
you from all the boss eye'd cock you got up the arse as payment for 
feeding the horses. knacker relief thats what they called you on the 
site :D   nbrado in reply to zulubeatz1  7 months ago 
*
yeah ive lived with travelers. ive lived in the army, ive lived in 
prison, ive lived abroad. ive led a life pal. ive no particular big 
thing for any group of people. i just like to wind wankers like you 
up because outside of your little world you would be fucked. 
whatever you want to say from the safety of your pc is fine. 
because if i was a tosser like you i would have not survived on a 
site or anywhere else. i mean who are you really? have you ever 
done anything worth talking about? 
zulubeatz1 in reply to nbrado  7 months ago 
* 
Should I do some homework?! Really? Do you live in western 
europe? Because I live in east europe, in a street where gipsies all 
walking around and robbering every day! EVERY FUCKIN DAY! 
They stand on the bridge and gain money from those who walk 
through on feet, so everybody goes by car. In every month there is 
a kill, that made gipsies. They kill mostly old people! Last time 



they have killed a 83 year old woman for ca. 20 euro! Those are 
animals! I dont want to live with animals!  sonus89 in reply to 
zulubeatz1  7 months ago 
*
In my country, I see always in the TV, that the media says, they are 
living in "deep poverty". The only difference is, that the non-gipsy 
people dont kill, steal, and behave like animals if they live in deep 
poverty. And I dont think that the reason why they live in such a 
great mess is deep poverty... I think the reason is: lazyness, 
unassuming unkept, messy people.. they dont care about 
anything... Deal with it! Gipsies live like animals, and they are 
really satisfied with this! 
sonus89 in reply to zulubeatz1  8 months ago 
* 
non gypsy people dont steal etc. your having a bubble.  
zulubeatz1 in reply to sonus89 7 months ago 
*
in your country you probably stone women to death for wearing 
high heels and chop peoples hands of for stealing penny chews. its 
ON the tv. if you can see IN the tv its the wrong way round. get 
this... the ideal life is where you can be as lazy as you want.. 
zulubeatz1 in reply to sonus89  7 months ago 
* 
You got the fact! Ideal life is where you can be lazy? Now this is 
why western europe, and the european culture deserved to die out! 
I am not the person who would stone someone! I am the person 
who fight against this... sonus89 in reply to zulubeatz1 7 months 
ago 
* 
i like getting stoned mate.   zulubeatz1 in reply to sonus89   7 
months ago 
* 
To let yourself deplore, is the easiest way to get money! This 
"technic" is used by jews and gipsies... really pathetic.. sonus89 in 
reply to zulubeatz1  8 months ago 



* 
Seems to me that the government has to look at this situation a lot 
more carefully. A lot of the problems have been caused by the 
Councils no longer being required to provide legal sites. People 
with a travelling lifestyle need places to pitch up. Many Travellers 
are now settled but many have no wish to settle. Why should we 
make them do so? We don't insist that Sikhs wear crash helmets 
when riding motorbikes, their culture is being respected, so why 
not that of travelling people?   WheelieMacBin 8 months ago 
* 
That's it, make sure they face the full force of the law. Why do they 
have to be our problem? These Gyppos should be sent back to 
Ireland  Poopingbotham 8 months ago 
* 
the full force of the law... who are you? batman? your problem is 
you dont get out enough. 
zulubeatz1 in reply to Poopingbotham   8 months ago 
*
I'd stick-up for the Gypsies if they were kind and law abiding. 
However, when they punch you in the face and make your life a 
f**king misery then you lose all sympathy with them. 
CharmingLordSausage 8 months ago 
* 
mate im sorry but if i met you i would probly want to punch your 
face..because you are a misery. 
zulubeatz1 in reply to CharmingLordSausage   8 months ago 
*
"if i met you i would probly want to punch your face..because you 
are a misery"  Violence is the last resort of the incompetent, old 
boy. CharmingLordSausage in reply to zulubeatz1  8 months ago 
* 
Let's not have any simpleton's calling them scum. They're 
travellers and many of them may be stubborn and uncooperative 
folk, but let's not go the way of the nazis and start mouthing off 
and generalizing.  frederickos1 8 months ago 



V mate the twatts on here arnt clever enough to be nazis. 
there a few pints and a gob off from a distance kind of twats. i used 
to knock em out for fun when i was younger. dont worry they are 
like sheep when you twat their leader. trouble is camerons their 
boy now . they take having their country sold behind their backs 
and then gob of a load of shit about travellers...mugs pure 
mugs..nazis..ha ha you are having a laugh. wouldnt get in these 
jokers.  zulubeatz1 in reply to frederickos1   8 months ago 
* 
Enough Respect to those Bailiffs for being so professional, in the 
face of such SCUM !   baronzee 8 months ago 
* 
Listen to how angry you are you prick.... go suck a balifs cock if 
you like them so much..if it had been my family it would have 
been called big fat dead ballifs. cos i would have done at least a 
ffew of them before they jumped on me.  zulubeatz1 in reply to 
baronzee   8 months ago 
* 
well very good. you have just proved that they have no right to 
evict them. after all it belongs to noone right? so the council are 
wrong. and also do you know that the english are notorious back 
through history for stealing land among other things such as 
murder and rape etc. why dont you approach your goverment and 
ask them to get the fuck out of northern ireland if you feel so 
strongly about stealing land???  JivinBowsie  8 months ago 
* 
When these go the crime rate will go also   TheLongfords 8 
months ago 
*
I do feel sorry for these gypsies and i do mean only some as some 
are not true gypsy.T rue gypsy do not steal and live in scum. There 
is some ppl who call there selfs gypsy but all they are is big 
familys with lots of kids who have been thrown out of there 



council house. But these true gypsies all they want to do is live in a 
field out of every bodys way and live of the land. i would love to 
live of the land in the middle of a field and not pay tax to cameron. 
Theres worse ppl living in my estate   dennisdeans 8 months ago 
* 
had a very good valeting job done by them for very cheap and he 
gets them to do it every few months now. its as true as anything. 
when people don't know about something or someone thye will 
make presumptions. they just want to live their traditional way and 
thats that. they do no more robbing than the local townies near to 
them. and plus. did i see one..i mean ONE! traveller louting on sky 
news throughout the riots?????? not a single one. all settled people. 
so eat your words you ignorant fucks.   JivinBowsie 8 months ago 
* 
well said son.  zulubeatz1 in reply to JivinBowsie ) 8 months ago 
* 
they just want to be left alone. and i see people here talking about 
their law breaking. what about all the scum throughout the rotten 
country that is england. all the drug dealing, robbing, theft.. look at 
the youth in salford. look how the goverment is treating them. they 
get treated no better than travellers and alot of those youths try in 
society. also. i know of alot of young travelling women with 
college educations and good jobs. alot of them own landscaping 
companies and i know a man that   JivinBowsie 8 months ago 
* 
WTF that woman on bout - ''Let us deal with him'' Like FUCK 
would she!    Paninaro2010 8 months ago 
* 
Tinkers will be tinkers....   UnknownOconnor 8 months ago 
* 
and tossers tossers..ennit?  zulubeatz1 in reply to 
UnknownOconnor (Show the comment) 8 months ago 
* 
8.20 she said "Put something in righting" I mean come on its not 
like they could read it if they did   



LIVANDLETTROLL 8 months ago 
* 
Amazing how well they know the law and what they are "entitled" 
to. Ask them to join society and they claim to be an ethnic minority 
with seperate culture and language???? What have they ever done 
for Ireland or Britain? How come we have never heard this 
"language" spoken?  wareshag 8 months ago 
* 
there as basic law called human rights. we used have it here. but it 
got sold along with your balls.   zulubeatz1 in reply to wareshag 
(Show the comment) 8 months ago 
*
fuck off back to Eireland you filthy theving cunts   
pigletstrotters 8 months ago 
* 
Fuck of out of Ireland then you thieving cunts.  
GigityGigity90 8 months ago 
* 
Gypsy shit ,,pay your taxes like we have to and get a fucking job 
,,robbing cunts. pigletstrotters 8 months ago 14   
*
you wanna buy a sim card come on ill sell ya a sim card and a 
carpet 20euro come on Boy do we have deal ill trow in the dagg as 
well what ya say??   LIVANDLETTROLL 8 months ago 
*
you pay your taxes to cameron..what a hero you are. u deserve a 
medal. and a kicking you clown. 
zulubeatz1  8 months ago 
* 
Why should anyone have to pay taxes to a corrupt goverment you 
fascist piece of junk. As for the title you have given the video it 
shows wot a miserable Nazi you really are. If you see the full 
documentary you would see that these people tried to cooperate 
with the council and were given lies and bullshit the whole way 
through and there is no excuse for destroying their homes in this 



manner when they had the option of asking them to move along. 
You know nothing about the Rroma people. 
MysteriousLabyrinth 9 months ago 
* 
They are not Roma people they are Irish travellers, a lot of them 
have properties in Ireland. They use the law when it suits them, 
and break it when it does not. williamorwell in reply to 
MysteriousLabyrinth 8 months ago 
* 
unlike the government and the banks who have taken more from 
you than you will ever earn you sap   zulubeatz1 in reply to 
williamorwell 8 months ago 
* 
F in respect due. at last someone with a bit of intelligence who can 
articulate themselves. these people on here think having a job 
makes them special. i bet they are not brain surgeons though are 
they? ha ha. wanna be nazis. and no they know f all about the roma 
because if they did they would hate themselves for the crap they 
spewed out on here. when was the last time you heard of a gypsy 
mugging. or a rape or a burglary.?   
zulubeatz1 in reply to MysteriousLabyrinth  
8 months ago 
*
I hate to see anyone cry and loose there home, However i have 
seen my elderly parents nearly come to this and they have worked 
all there lives , have never been in trouble with the law, have raised 
four law-abiding children (just can't spell great!!!), five 
grandchildren and have been married 43 years, and yet i have to 
see them get by on the govement pension and struggle, were are 
the people to stand up for my parents and elderly people like them 
who have worked, payed taxes and been good people 
moonwitch1981 9 months ago 3  
*  
yano what im not a traveller but that is out of order what fcking 
right has 15 fat twats got to put there hands on any1 fucking scum 



baggssss just build somwere for travelers to be able to camp u 
stupid fucking concill pricks      shannon231291 9 months ago 
*
they have built loads of sights for them they usually trash them and 
then move to somewhere next to decent people make their lives a 
misery until they pay them to go.I'm tellin you man these people 
are scum of the fuckin earth.   
skimpzd in reply to shannon231291 9 months ago 
* 
well said...theres people on here who get off on stuff like 
this....represed perverts and stuff using their mouths safe behind a 
keyboard.   zulubeatz1 ) 8 months ago 

V  fuckin pikeys are a joke, give us a home we have no rights 
etc...they should have run over the bastards and saved us all a few 
quid. that program on channel 4 is a load of bollocks as well. 
skimpzd 9 months ago 
* 
legend!   Nwfcocks23 in reply to skimpzd 9 months ago 
* 
i formerly invite you and your wanky crew to a bit of toe to toe so i 
can put it on utube, legend that would be.  zulubeatz1 in reply to 
Nwfcocks23  8 months ago 
* 
bloody scum , they make me sick .   dave2806 9 months ago 
* 
the protestors in this video fuck me right off, "im non violent blah 
blah" fuck off 
llycrbs 9 months ago 
* 
if it was my family being touched by them fat bastards i would 
have done a couple straght off then probly got nicked doing a third 
. the days of non violent protest are coming to an end.. 
zulubeatz1 in reply to llycrbs  8 months ago 



* 
happy days get rid of the bastards   llycrbs 9 months ago 
* 
my family are austrian and my grt uncle won the knights cross. but 
you are a wanker. nuff said. go fight in russia.   zulubeatz1 in 
reply to FraterRattusRattus 8 months ago 
* 
First they came for the communists   then they came for the jews 
then they came for you ........... muiroford1 9 months ago 
* 
then they came for the gypsy and said , pay your taxes , obey our 
laws, educate your kids live like humans and all will be well , 
refuse and you only have yourself to blame ! 
dave2806 in reply to muiroford1 9 months ago 
*
and then they came for the knobheads.....  zulubeatz1 in reply to 
dave2806 8 months ago 
*  
I stood in front of policy enforcers and a bailiff recently, tried to 
use reason with them as they evicted a family from their home of 
15yrs.  This is state sponsored terrorism and its dupes criminals. 
Those of you that condone this, neglect the criminal cabals that 
rule over you as slave masters.   Callous disregard in all respects. 
pondman27 9 months ago 
* 
mate you have sussed it. trouble is these people are so frustrated 
with their shit lives they need to feel superior to someone. what 
worries me is that given the chance . like if you were tied up 
say..they would take liberties with your bottom. i mean 'obey our 
laws' and all that... god im not perfect but im glad im not one of 
them. proper slaves.. glad i dont live with that much ignorance in 
my head.   zulubeatz1 in reply to pondman27 8 months ago 
* 
i see the typical brits did that when there was fuck all men about 
just goes to show how cowardly the brits really are a young fella 



about 16 and that big fat cunt goin to hit him 10 on another fella 
and man handling women another one trying to drag a 9 year old 
out this is one of the reasons i hate brits there fuckin scum 
fitzy545 9 months ago 
* 
not all brits mate..but very good point. one young lad standing to 
against them big piles of shite. even the police looked embarrassed 
to be there... and twats on here calling gypsys scum? look at the 
divs they support. they are getting shagged right up it by their own 
government who doesnt give a toss about them. planks. those same 
balifs will come knocking on them someday and lets see how 
brave they are.   zulubeatz1 in reply to fitzy545   8 months ago 
* 
@ash3344" these lot dont pay tax or nout so of course they dont 
have any rights " so lets say you and the 12 ppl that agree with 
your comment fell on hard times and couldnt "pay your taxes" you 
would accept the loss of all your rights?   peri525 in reply to 
ash3344 9 months ago 
* 
And you do (pay tax). So you advocate the killing and enslavement 
by the banks and the construct that even now is evicting the 
families whilst it steals their children.  You pay taxes, so that the 
real criminals can continue raping humanity and this planet. 
Amazing!  The levels of ignorance dominating comments such as 
yours deny your own history. Whether you are prepared to 
acknowledge it or not, it is those you are willingly paying that you 
will find are detroying the lives of your own  pondman27 in reply 
to peri525 9 months ago 
* 
Did you mean to direct that comment at ash3344? cause i agree 
with you. The lack of compasion for ppl whos lives are being 
destroyed is sickining!    
peri525 in reply to pondman279  months ago 
* 
Apologies, misdirected.  We are under a multi faceted attack. Go to 



TNSRadiondotningdotcom and learn about remedies   pondman27 
in reply to peri525   9 months ago 
* 
The most annoying thing about gypsies is that they have a very 
clear sense of their 'rights' but have not got the first idea abut their 
responsibilities. If you or I or anyone else broke the law the cops 
would rightly come down on us. These gypsies are usually left 
alone by the police and their lawbreaking goes unpunished. 
letstorkbollocks in reply to TOPCAMERMAN   9 months ago 12   
*
right topcomeraman so what are you going to do about it? seeing 
as it takes up so much of your emotions?? what contructive are 
YOU goign to do to deal with this huuuge problem. and just 
because you want to be lead like a dog on a leash by the goverment 
and police doesnt mean everyone else must. they are individuals 
and i applaud the fact that they dotn want to get caught up in the 
twisted society that england has today. drugs murder and rape. 
great country my arse. 
JivinBowsie in reply to letstorkbollocks    8 months ago 
* 
Great country your arse you say? Well if youi feel that way pusgut 
why don't you sod off and take these pikies you admire so much 
with you?   
letstorkbollocks in reply to JivinBowsie    8 months ago 
* 
i dont admire anyone. nor do i hate anyone. people like you let 
others take up so much of your lives. cos ur unintelligent and just 
cant get on with it. also i dont live in england. i prefer not to live in 
a society where drugs are rife, prostitution, murder, high 
uneducation levels etc. the list goes on. you are the one that has a 
problem with them. what are you going to do where both equal 
communities can be happy? and if so what measures are you going 
to take to solve it??? 
JivinBowsie in reply to letstorkbollocks   8 months ago 
*



Yes I have a problem with them. I have a problem with anyone 
who constantly bangs on about their rights but have absolutely no 
sense of responsibility. I have a problem with people who think the 
laws that the rest of us have to live by don’t apply to them. Why 
don’t they, like you, bugger off back to Ireland – a land sodomized 
by priestcraft and Catholic superstition. 
letstorkbollocks in reply to JivinBowsie 8 months ago 
* 
yes you have an emotional problem with them even though you 
dont live with them or socialise with them. your problem. simple. 
go see a conseller and get over it. and thats a really stupid thing 
you just said. priestcraft and catholic superstition?? what year are 
you living in?? you're on another planet haha. i dont go to mass nor 
do i practice catholic faith. i have no more beleif in religion than 
magic. live and let live and i am quite happy thank you 
:D..sodomized haha 
JivinBowsie in reply to letstorkbollocks 8 months ago 
*
furthermore. they do no more crime than the scum that is living the 
length and breath of your country. the men work and the women 
are housewives. i know alot of them and alot of the women are 
highly educated and the men are hard workers in their respective 
trades. you talking about travellers is like me banging on about a 
car engine when i know absolutely nothing about them. you and 
the rest of the narrowminded people badmouthing them probably 
had one bad expierience with them   JivinBowsie in reply to 
letstorkbollocks   8 months ago 
* 
and now it backs up what your thick parents drilled into that soft 
spot on the top of your head when you were a child and 
santaclause eligible. that they are filth. you are no better than them 
dont you understand that. how can you take the moral highground 
when you are the one here gobbing off at them. i dont see them 
slagging off settled people even though the belittle them 
everywhere they go?..they want to get on with their lives but thick 



people like you want to stop that.   JivinBowsie in reply to 
letstorkbollocks  8 months ago 
* 
Bottom line? What is wrong with them obeying the law? 
letstorkbollocks in reply to JivinBowsie  8 months ago 
*
theres nothing wrong with them obeying the law and the majority 
of them do. abviously there are a select few that were dragged up 
as like a selected few in any country. but the idea that they all just 
enjoy breaking laws is as far fetched as any story. i dont agree with 
alot of the laws in my country today. just because a few people 
gather round a table and say right this is how we want it doesnt 
mean that the population want it.   JivinBowsie in reply to 
letstorkbollocks 8 months ago 
* 
and further more alot of them do actually pay for those plots of 
land. its just they dont get planning permission. and thats because 
the council have a problem with it and the locals. and like i said. a 
problem that a person has is their own problem. not anyone elses. 
and to fix their problem i dont think that the travellers should be 
thrown from pillar to post. they should be respected in their own 
traditions. they keep away from us. we should leave them be also. 
JivinBowsie in reply to letstorkbollocks 8 months ago 
* 
and you still haven't said what constructive you arte going to do to 
deal with the 'problem'..i doubt you've got two atoms bouncing off 
each other in that narrow little space between your ears. you are 
the type of person that thinks that if you have a good education you 
are very intelligent haha.  JivinBowsie in reply to letstorkbollocks 
(Show the comment) 8 months ago 
* 
the most annoying thing about dickheads is they talk about shit 
they know nothing about.  zulubeatz1 in reply to letstorkbollocks 
(Show the comment) 8 months ago 
*



 

Oh I don't care if children are in carevan or not, they're getting 
evicted. yazoo178 9 months ago 
* 
3:09 the women crying made me smile. I think i'm going to hell for 
that.  yazoo178   9 months ago 
* 
no but sooner or later your going to jail you nonce case then you 
wont smile i guarantee it. 
zulubeatz1 in reply to yazoo178   8 months ago 
* 
I dont mind the travelles having a go...they believe they're right... i 
really cant stand the renta hippies and sappy bloody doo gooders.  
you wouldnt last 5 mins on a travellers site on any other day....quit 
busing in for the protest, stirring things up and then sodding off.  
YOU are the real problem.   randombobtoo 9 months ago 

V Why O Why did they not just petrol bomb the pikey scum at 
night and do the country a favour   cydersteve 9 months ago 
* 
Iv got nothing against people having a place to live but what i dont 
get is why the irish pikies come over here to live in caravan sights. 
Why don't they just stay in pikie sites in Ireland? You have the IRA 
blowing places up in the UK and most irish people insulting 
Britain all over the place and yet, they wanna come and live here? 
Dont make sense. 
NumberDne in reply to cydersteve   9 months ago 
* 
Don't be so ready to swallow the deceptions promulgated by the 
powers that be. They have always enjoyed revelling at the schisms 
whilst they deploy the terror. Those behind the IRA were found to 
be in collusion with the British Intelligencia. Just as now the 
criminals are bombing the innocent peoples of Libya.  Do you 
really believe that this government and its think tank policy makers 
care a flying split fig about you! They are already killing the 

 



elderly and snatching kids! 
pondman27 in reply to NumberDne   9 months ago 
* 
This is entertainment :D all Pikeys are scum!    
london2resistance    9 months ago 
* 
all fascist gorgers fuck you alrite at least we work yes not properly 
work but at least we are doing something good with out lifes you 
oh wait your 12 year olds getting pregnant getting fucking sti,s and 
shit fat cunt parents doing jack shit in their council estate you 
gorgers make me sick i hope you all burn in your FREE houses at 
least some not all but some of us have morals and fucking respect 
and live our lives cushty you curse because you know we are the 
better ones    WonderfulWeird    9 months ago 
*
no such thing as real honest ppl the government rob ppl blind tellin
us we r in dept its all bullshit n u ppl consider yurself honest yur 
just scared of the government and they dont giv a shit weva u live 
or die depopulation baby geogia guidestones watch this world get 
turnd into hell over the next decade or 2   mattsk89 9 months ago 
* 
yeh well yur a mug for paying tax government dont giv a shit 
about u or no one pure fascism we wasnt born with a fukin number 
on our heads   mattsk89 in reply to ash3344   9 months ago 
* 
put something in writing even if they did no fucker on your site 
could read it anyway.   anthonyfilter 9 months ago 
* 
When the travelling community moved into our area the crime rate 
went through the roof.This was confirmed by the police. They stole 
field gates allowing cattle onto roads in darkness,they stole 
manhole covers,threatened locals and anyone they came across. 
they ran up debt to local businesses and never paid,rented local 
houses to appear as if they wanted to fit into the local community 
then trashed the houses.  it cost the councils thousands of pounds 



to deal with the aftermath of these people.   taurian177     9 
months ago 

V  A joy to watch.im surprised they didnt put the kids in the 
first caravan for the cause, perhaps they were at school that day. 
taurian177     9 months ago 
* 
it was a joy to watch that one young lad stand up to a bunch of fat 
clowns.  zulubeatz1 in reply to taurian177 (Show the comment) 8 
months ago 
* 
buy a house ye scruffy cunt haha   potcock777 9 months ago 
*
haha pot calling kettle balck here gorger twat and did you buy 
yours no you just ask the coucil there you go but you know what 
being in a caravan is much better that being in a council house and 
heres some truth for you im a romany alright and i actualy dont 
live in a caravan i live in a house OHHHH yeh might come as a 
shock but not all gypsys and travellers live in trailers and we didnt 
ask the council like you fucking tramps we rent with our own 
bread an butter so fuck off fascist    
WonderfulWeird in reply to potcock777       9 months ago 
* 
i love you. i came on here and i thought i was on my jack against 
these mutts. their talking about hurting children and women and 
stuff like that. pure perverts. bred like lab rats with no morals. 
thick as the bricks their houses are made of. what i reckon is they 
are a bit jealous of anybody who has a identity of their own. as 
their goverment has taken away theirs all they have is their poxy 
slave jobs and shit little estates where they dont trust their own 
neighbours.   
zulubeatz1 in reply to WonderfulWeird    8 months ago 
* 
Fucking PC Prick.....Ya dont owen someting get out....The SS 



would have not put something in wrighten be a much quicker job!!  
TommyThai28 in reply to bekkasuperstar 9 months ago 
*
people say gypsys life would be easier and more accepted if they 
were honest and just got a job and worked for what they have ... 
But  noone will give them a job so they have to steal things, not all 
gypsys steal because most of them run their own buisness and a 
very succesfull in life unlike some little smack heads living on the 
streets mesin about ith little kids and burgling peoples houses and 
stuff to get money for their drugs and all that stuff !  
kaitlinbabey 9 months ago 
* 
@noirkitten  You hav no idea what ur on about.    
codownni 9 months ago 
* 
Making money scamming old people for driveways, what a bunch 
of c.nts. 
5Willoughby 9 months ago 
*
i thought you said the children were in school you lying gypo  
scaleydragon1 10 months ago 
* 
if it was my land and they just came on to it,, i would say its ok 
just respect the land i let ya have,, lifes to short 2 b meen and 
selfish,, travlers should should hav rites wha harm were they doin 
their just keepin to them selfs,, them guys in the blue and black 
coats are fat fuckhead basters,, id love ta shoot the fuckin basterds,, 
luken149  10 months ago 
*
Im sorry but if it were my land and these people just plonked 
themselves on it i would be furious. and so would they if it were 
the other way round. I like to think Im an honest guy and try to see 
things from others points of view. But it wrong , if I went camping 
I would have to pay for it, as well as pay my own way in my home. 
They would hate it if someone was to land on the land and plonk 



themselves there. Sorry but they deserved to be evicted darynsax 
10 months ago 
* 
The Baliffs are out of order taking pleasure in someone elses 
troubles...Give the travellers somewhere to go, if it was a Junkie 
they'd get all the help in the world including a house.....As far as 
the kids getting left in the trailer, well that was the safest place for 
them when those animals were about, abusing there power, give 
them a chance they are human beings, Typical british prejudice tar 
everyone with the same stick...Travellers are cool, bet the shitbag 
balliffs wouldn't go to appleby.   SuperSmithy78 10 months ago 
*this video made me sik theres no need for that like ,, you shouldnt
just be able to crush peoples homes up like that theyve got 
noonewhere to go its shokin !!!   
kaitlinbabey 10 months ago 
* 
This video made laugh, pure comedy gold hahaha. Dont you think 
so!!    TonyMartinOBE in reply to kaitlinbabey 10 months ago 
*
yeah one lad standing up to that bunch of horrible women beatin 
arseholes..i would be embarrassed of it i would be. makes the 
british look well sad..ha ha. OBE.? you fuckin ass snatching 
dinosaur. bet you got a nice ole pile of porn on ur pc. and got well 
buggerd at school. 
zulubeatz1 in reply to TonyMartinOBE 8 months ago 
* 
The only porn ive got on my pc, is of your mom and sisters 
satisfying my every need. If you want a copy of the dvd let me 
know   TonyMartinOBE in reply to zulubeatz1 7 months ago 
* 
Why dont they show them gypos a bar of soap, they'll soon move 
on   TonyMartinOBE 10 months ago 

V  in 5.35 he shud av blasted tht qypsie haha 



 shotta187786 10 months ago 
* 
Why did they get evicted?   healthnbeauty1 10 months ago 
* 
Bailiffs are Vultures   athame57 10 months ago 
* 
Gypsy? How are these guys gypsy? Gypsies come from north 
India. These people look like homeless British people, not gypsies. 
MihaiBorcan 10 months ago 
*
hahahahaha this video made me laugh   TonyMartinOBE 11 
months ago 
* 
All you people that put all the negative comments you all discuss 
me what makes you think your better than them.    
clauvere 11 months ago 

V Dirty fuckin gypsies, we attacked them in Aberdeen and they 
left the same night!  360FAMOUZ360 11 months ago 
*
I feel angry just looking at the baliff guys in the blue coats, they 
disgust me.  Liam2621 11 months ago 
* 
There's no Wal-mart they can park at for the night?   
musicjunkie860 11 months ago 
* 
There's no Walmart for them to park their trailors for the night? 
musicjunkie860 11 months ago 

V  They should of burned them all. Scums   99004197 11 
months ago 



Got to praise the bailiffs. I wouldn't touch any of those filthy 
untermenschen without a hazmat suit.     
FraterRattusRattus 11 months ago 
* 
PIKEYS OUT!! PIKEYS OUT!! PIKEYS OUT!! PIKEYS OUT!! 
26wordy 11 months ago 

V  send in the tanks      26wordy 11 months ago 
* 
 your a do gooder!- they don't pay council tax and they rob 
everything so fuck you!!  
TheJacko56 in reply to bekkasuperstar 11 months ago 
* 
99% of the land that travellers settle on is comonage. they have a 
right as anyone else to use it. look at that head of the heavy gang 
there. hes your local conditioned to rural society curchgoing pig 
squeeler. hes the type that reports you for having an indicator out. 
leave the travellers be. iv grown up listening to people say they 
always start fights and cause trouble. britain is full of scum. the 
travellers dont use guns. and only stab their own in fueds. 
JivinBowsie 11 months ago 
* 
You don't understand the way of life... Gypsies do not have any 
more rights then us, If there not paying rent, bills, taxes... then they 
should get off there asses, instead of robbing old ladies... and start 
working, instead of leeching off the country. 
DrumNBassHero 11 months ago 
* 
what is the reason for this bullshit!   jmahoney36m 11 months ago 
* 
WOW GO MAN GO    TOPCAMERMAN 11 months ago 

 
Okay, I have fucking had it. Im sick of all you scumbag fucks 



saying its their own fault, they shouldnt be on someone elses land. 
BULLSHIT!!!! This is their fucking HOME!!!! Everyones entitled 
to a fucking home, and EVERYONE HAS RIGHTS!!!!!! HUMAN 
RIGHTS!!!!! You are in fact the scum of the earth, so dont fuckin 
delude yourself!!!      DtTV94 11 months ago 
* 
Whilst people from the working class, work day and nights. just to 
pay taxes, which go to these poor lazy parasites. They are scum... 
'Don't delude yourself' they're not saints... 
DrumNBassHero 11 months ago 
* 
Nobodys a saint, we are asll people and we are all entitled to a 
fucking life without scumbags like these threatening their homes. 
And its not like they dont work, they support themselves and its 
ther governments own fault they put any money into them at all. 
Why cant people just get along with each other?  DtTV94   11 
months ago 

$ 
Absolutely beautiful !  This makes me happy to watch :D Lazy, 
arrogant, idle Pikey scum getting it handed to them ! 
raspberrybaggio 11 months ago 
*
you know its hard for people to make a life in a society that rared 
them to quite clearly think that they were not wanted which they 
arnt. by the likes of yourself. its ok when the likes of you can go to 
school and mix and feel comfortable about growing up and getting 
a job. but travelling children have it in their heads from day one 
that the only way they will make a living is to rob. same as 
children from low socio economic backgrounds. use your head.  
JivinBowsie 11 mths ago 
* 
DIS IS WAT PPL DO TO EACH OTHER IN THIS DAY 
codownni 1 year ago 



* 

pity there wasnt a bare knuckle gypsy boxer there to knock a 
few of the bailiffs out     ty3165 1 year ago 

V  just tear gas the fuckers  ty3165 1 year ago 
*
Ive read a lot of comments and I think a lot of ppl don't realise that 
this is at the end of a long process. Wheather its good or bad 
should have been brought up months before when ppl TALKED 
about it. This is a last act of desperation and of course its ugly but 
why didnt anyone tape the endless meetings of ppl being 
reasonable. When 2 ppl want different things one always loses. Sad 
but give some perspective on it.   BizaroMustard100 1 year ago 
* the land is payed for an the reason theres no planning permission
is coz raists people will just not let it go a head an u scummy 
grourgers have a cheek if it was ur home we would see how ud 
react no other people black , asian any other would be treated like 
this its sick sick sick 
vickilouise24 1 year ago 
* 
Untill we start treating each other like we want to be treated we are 
all animals. My heart goes out to all the people that this has hapend 
to.  johninloveindaytona 1 year ago 

V fucking animals. steralise the lot of them.    milkwhitedark 1
year ago 
* 
i do feel sorry for their children ,, sad ,,,, but,,, if the parents etc 
were honest hard working human beings , and gave up their 
thieving n conning , the honest locals wouldnt want them 
evicted,,,,,,    123kateboo 1 year ago 



 
How awful..these people have rights and their hurting no one. Just 
because your home isnt bricks and mortar doesnt mean your an 
animal .In fact animals shouldnt even be treated like that. This 
world only care for those who conform..its a joke. People who live 
simple and without bothering anyone else should be praised not 
tormented.  ceannairceachbeag 1 year ago 
* 
are you mad these people make me sick just last night they started. 
me and girl friend pulled up out side tesco see got out to get me a 
drink and then a pikey car pulled up with pikey people in it omg 
what a state they where to 3 off them got out 1 of them walked up 
to the car and punched it so i got out and said something to them 
and they surrounded the car and me and started shit if i didn't have 
a broken wristed i would smacked shit out of them i hate them for 
what they did 
masterfitter26 in reply to ceannairceachbeag ) 1 year ago 
*
these lot dont pay tax or nout so of course they dont have any 
rights if they aint contributing. if they go on land that aint theres 
then its the pikeys fault ...tough shit   ash3344 1 year ago  
* 
it is there they paid for there land handiecap boy   irishbilly1 in 
reply to ash3344 (Show the comment) 1 year ago 
* 
couldn't agree more ! If they want land, they should pay for it 
themselves, not steal someone else's land.   raspberrybaggio in 
reply to ash3344 (Show the comment) 11 months ago 
*
its commonage you semi spasticated fool. it belongs to no one. 
JivinBowsie 11 months ago 
* 
i am so shocked to see people being treated in this way .those poor 



lillte kids how can they do this to them.  angiehottotrot 1 year ago 
* 
wait a minute...did that excavator just take out one of its kind?!  oh 
well, it will be recycled.  ieatporkpies 1 year ago 

 
i found this intolerable to watch!. gypsies are and will always be 
roamers. as for the police what bloody cowards scared of upsetting 
the goverment!. and the baliffs are just human garbage!. they must 
have so much of depressing lives that they need to take it out on 
poor people! there time will come "karma" what goes around 
comes around. it happened to jesus christ when the establishment 
crucified him just for believeing something    
LEEFRAYLING 1 year ago 

V Fuck up gypsy wheres your sense of humour, jippos are 
trouble anyway, the more killed the better scruffy twats, they are 
disgusting vermin who think they can get away with living free 
and commiting crime, id happily pull a bazooka out on one of 
those stinking caravans, they should pay rent like everyone else. 
GLAD shes crying she should keep up with the fucking rent, cant 
pay rent but she can make a cup of tea SHOCKING 
premonitionOFFICIAL  1 year ago 
* 
@PikeysRobURCaravans Why dont u fuk off u are on every 
traveller video wi ur shit. Did they beat u up or something u little 
weed it so obvious ur a dick with a chip on ur shoulder but Im no 
obsessed or feel warm inside coz u do, I actually feel sorry 4r ya. If 
u that full of hate how no show ur face stand up 4r it then? No cant 
c that happenin u little girls blouse, belt up ur making a fool of 
urself.   Angela3083 1 year ago 
* 
U are so rite it not till I had travellers beside me I knew about the 
discrimination they recieved they were just passin by but even still 



they got a lot o shit nothin like this tho but that why I lookin in2 it 
cant believe what they have 2 endure.  It becoz they a minority 
they gettin bullied simple as.As 4r they fat shits in blue jackets Id 
like 2 get a heap of hardend criminal body builders 2 get them on 
their own and beat the shit out o them arrogant bastards. 
Angela3083   1 year ago 
* 
You cant spell..... GYPSIE ALERT TRAITOR! 
PremonitionOFFICIAL  1 year ago 
* 
PAY YOUR TAX LIKE EVERYONE ELSE MAYBE A SITE 
COULD BE FOUND BUT PAY YOUR TAX LIKE EVERYONE 
ELSE SCUM  scaleydragon1 1 year ago 
* 
Why not try going back to Ireland?  TheDilke 1 year ago 
* 
cause everyone is sick of them there as well!    
Leinsterbaby   1 year ago 
* 
They cant afford it :')  premonitionOFFICIAL   1 year ago 
* 
Hi thank you for your comment carnt beat free speech  Regards 
TC.  TOPCAMERMAN 1 year ago 

great fun , lovely to see this scum getting sorted out. 
dave2806 1 year ago 

 
Halejiuah :) BYE BYE PIKEY CUNTS   
premonitionOFFICIAL 1 year ago 
*
90% OF PPL ON THIS CHANNEL ARE RACIST PIECES OF 
SHYT THEIR IS A SPECIAL PLACE IN HELL FOR PPL LIKE 



YOU GUYS THT HAVE NO HUMANITY RIGHT NEXT TO 
HITLER. YOULL BE ALL OF ETERNITY WITH HITLER 
FEELING MORE PAIN THEN IMAGINABLE. DNT FORGET 
THAT BECAUSE A DAY COMES FOR ALL OF US AND WE 
WILL BE ASKED WHAT DID YOU DO ALL YOUR LIFE AND 
HOW DID YOU BEHAIVE!!!!   RpattzMyPapiChulo 1 year ago 
* 
90% of people, spell chain mail wrong ;) 
premonition OFFICIAL  1 year ago 

V
hitler made a HUGE MISTAKE BY NOT KILLING YOU AND 
YOUR FAMILY AND YOUR RACE  RpattzMyPapiChulo in 
reply to PikeysRobURCaravans   1 year ago 

V Hitlers biggest mistake was not gassing all the thieving gypsy
bastards. 
Magicmagicmagic 1 year ago 

V  hitler made a HUGE MISTAKE BY NOT KILLING YOU 
AND YOUR FAMILY AND YOUR RACE 
RpattzMyPapiChulo in reply to Magicmagicmagic 1 year ago 
* 
well considering the parents left the little toe rags in the caravan 
against their will to prevent the bailiffs from moving the trailer, for 
their own selfish needs just proves how willing the scuma re to sell 
out their own children.    
HeavyMechNS in reply to PikeysRobURCaravans 1 year ago    
* 
LOL OWNED ! Serves these invading thieves right. This is 
somebody's land, and now he has to pay to clean this shit hole up 
and if it belongs the local council the local tax payer has to pay for 
this hellmouth to be cleaned. Gypies are parasitic scum and a drain 



on teh tax payer and local farmers so f**k the tax dodging inbreds 
HeavyMechNS 1 year ago 

V let them all in the caravan then crush the fucker
TheWebbsy 1 year ago 
*   
Imagine if you were not a Gypsy, you lived in a house, and the 
council came along, took down your home and treated you like 
this. It's immoral. I'm not a Gypsy but I really disagree with this. 
eliotraincloud 1 year ago 
*  
why do we have to all be the same? leave them live their lives as 
they wish.. who gives you and me the right to make a judgement 
on what is right or wrong? that is what Nazis used to do 
manc34a 1 year ago 

fuck em,, bloody theives,, there the masters of the doorstep 
distraction thefts on the poor bloody old people   
kempojj 1 year ago 
* 
would you feel the same way if it was your land these pikeys had 
taken over?   waterloosunset08  1 year ago 
* 
Hi thank you for your comments hope you enjoy the rest of my 
channel.  Regards T.C.   TOPCAMERMAN 1 year ago 
* 
Hi thank you for your comment and yes you have a valid point. 
Regards John.   
TOPCAMERMAN in reply to erroneousapostrophe 1 year ago 
*
I was a bit harsh, but the point about planning permission is 
something that irks many people. . They buy green-belt land at the 
fraction of the cost of residential land and move onto it. They 
ignore council regulations with regard to sewage-ground work-



drainage etc etc and then occupy the land.  Great channel, BTW. I 
enjoy your videos - you are the TOP CAMERAMAN! 
erroneousapostrophe in reply to TOPCAMERMAN 1 year ago 
* 
Hi thats just what hapened on this site and it took years to get them 
removed.  Regards John.  TOPCAMERMAN in reply to 
erroneousapostrophe ) 1 year ago 

VGreat. Good to see this sort of thing. Just wish it happened a
lot more often.  masonierre in reply to erroneousapostrophe 
(Show the comment) 1 year ago 
***************************************************** 
http://www.liveleak.com/view?i=249_1336328255#comment_page
=1 

       More gypsy chaos and total disregard for any sort of law 
Added this cos R-Soles video reminded me of the general mayham 
these people can cause when they get the urge. sorry if its a repost. 

Author’s Note:  This posting is the kind of thing found on the 
Internet about gypsy Travellers.  In the introduction of a dozen or 
so anti-gypsy Traveller videos, the phrase "these people" is used in 
the header.  If that word were used for a group black, Jew, Italian, 
homosexual, there would have been an outcry. I built a page at 
book’s launch site to house this video and a second buggy-racing 
one, these 300+ comments  
www.mybigfatbookofgypsytravellerhate.ramonamayon.com/why-
fight-hate but it’s in the second, longer video of gypsy racing found 
on You Tube where a visceral example of gypsy Traveller hate is 
shown. True, the horse-drawn buggies are even more recklessly 
driven than in the first. Some stuff I never seen done with a horse 
before, and I am an accomplished equestrian.  That said, I would 
draw attention to how many vehicles try to run over the buggies 
and endanger themselves, especially the man who is filming the 

http://www.liveleak.com/view?i=249_1336328255%23comment_page=1
http://www.liveleak.com/view?i=249_1336328255%23comment_page=1


 

situation is aggressively chasing the horse and buggy that ’gets 
away’.  He has a young child in the car, and at the end of the 
chase, he gets out to confront the horse racer.  Through the six-
minute video, we see this man barely avoid two head-on collisions 
to follow the “race”. Granted, what a ridiculously dangerous thing 
to do on the horsemen’s part.  Completely irresponsible. However,  
if you or I were driving down the road and suddenly it becomes a 
racetrack for testosterone-charged teenage gypsy boys, we’d 
quickly get out of the way.  Here in San Francisco, once a month,  
the downtown evening commute is taken over by a group of 
(sometimes hundreds of) bicyclists that in an event called “Critical 
Mass“.  There are occasionally reports of people intentionally 
bumping the protesters.  The court severely punishes those drivers 
because that is NOT what normal, civilized people do ~ they not 
try to run down bicyclists or ponies.   
 
COMMENTS 
Liveleak opposes racial slurs - if you do spot comments that 
fall into this category, please report them for us to review.   
(after reading that disclaimer, please note how many comments are 
marked ‘V’ for direct threat of violence or complimentary 
comments about Hitler - out of 350 comments on this thread, 46 
advocate inflicting physical pain on the GROUP as a whole; that‘s 
more than 10% which ought to be attention-getting)  
* 
did the 1800's just fly past the camera?      Posted 2 hours ago 
(5/8/2012)  By killak2115  
* 
Now that would make for a damn good drinking story!   Posted 4 
hours ago By Souljah420xxx  
* 
This is one of the funniest things i have seen in awhile, i just felt i 
was watching a bad B-MOVIE with a weak intimation to back to 
the future.   Posted 20 hours ago By madlion100  

 



 

V  
I prefer to watch videos of gyppos from the early 1940s, when they 
were going on holiday to Poland on trains in cattle trucks. Happy 
Days!   Posted 21 hours ago By Dirtboxer 
* 
@Dirtboxer     Oh come on! That was way over the line.   Posted 
21 hours ago By SimonKram  
* 
definitely they are irish guys, i saw many of these scum on Dublin 
riding horses in down town.    Posted 22 hours ago By creed  
* 
@creed lol gypsies are gypsies, that's not set in Ireland!!  Posted 
17 hours ago By deusvolt  
* 
This is Bulgaria.    Posted 23 hours ago By popeye4o  
* 
@popeye4o CANADA IS IN BULGARIA??  Posted 3 hours ago 
By jimbo4252  
* 
What retard thought this was in Ireland?   Necrosis explain your 
stupidity!?  Posted 1 day ago By jkeen03 
* 
@jkeen03 I wonder if it has anything to do with the practice of 
racing horses and carts down public highways, as favoured by 
inbred Irish Diddicoys? Oh wait, no, they export their lawless 
lifestyle to less fortunate countries like the UK, who have to suffer 
their criminal presence, while their family HOUSES back in 
Ireland stand empty all through the "travelling season". This is 
probably in Essex.    Posted 21 hours ago By Dirtboxer  

V  
Oh yes, the blessings of the E.U. you can't close your borders, you 
are not allowed to decide who goes in, or who stays out. On top of 

 



 

that, thanks to an international treaty, you are also not allowed to 
send terrorists back.   We need a revolution.   
Posted 1 day ago By patrickzeeland  
* 
I can confirm that this certainly isn't Ireland!    
Posted 1 day ago By AkaRed  
* 
It's BULGARIA. And this is like 4-5 fuckin years old video. 
Respost too.  Posted 1 day ago By Smasher4ya  
* 
Necrosis you dick .. This isn't Ireland! LOL  But those were a 
bunch of feral gippos! 
Posted 1 day ago By mr-scorpio  
* 
I fucking hate pikeys   Posted 1 day ago By stupid  
* 
@stupid ...WHAT ARE PIKEYS AND DIDDYCOYS???(just 
askin..)  Posted 3 hours ago By jimbo4252  
* 
LOL Irish cops are so incompetent.    
Posted 1 day ago By BostonZ99  
* 
This isnt in IRELAND this is probably in Romania or somthing! 
Posted 1 day ago By SeanIrish  
* 
it was like robocop chasing john wayne... 
Posted 1 day ago By IshatOnJihad  
* 
Skanky pirates.   Posted 1 day ago By Crease2000   
* 
WTF???? Cop cars chasing horse and buggies. Now i seen it all. 
Posted 1 day ago By Jimmy357  
* 
Give me your tears gypsy   Posted 1 day ago By rmyguy  
* 

 



 

Fucking gypsys. Thieving rats!   Posted 1 day ago By raldaw  
* 
I'm Irish and I love my traveller heritage, specially the woman, the 
gypsies have been harrased for thousands of years (rascist bullshit) 
cheers   Posted 1 day ago By Anarchist_Cookbook  

V 
Yeah, to state the obvious this is Eastern Europe. I was recently in 
Sweden, and low and behold, there were about 30 Irish male 
pikeys on my return flight. Of course they all skipped the queue 
when the flight was boarding. I'm for exterminating anyone who 
defends Irish pikeys,   (mmmm, I suppose that would me…)but 
allowing pikeys to live, merely for entertainment purposes. Maybe 
just quell them.  Posted 1 day ago By rhys1one  
* 
hahaha wtf did i just see?  Posted 1 day ago By tockelstein2005  

V 
Fuckin gypsies. I went to a restaurant and saw them spitting on the 
table of the empty booth next to them. Kinda like the Iraqis... no 
one would give a shit if they were wiped off the planet. 
Posted 1 day ago By xxopethxx  
* 
@xxopethxx Yeah. Except replace 'Iraqis' with 'me'.   
Posted 1 day ago By rhys1one  
* 
@rhys1one Witty.  Posted 1 day ago By xxopethxx  
* 
So that's what a gypsy wagon looks like.    
Posted 1 day ago By baltar_  
* 
Gypsies, quick! to the metro!    Posted 1 day ago By jeru (137.20) 
* 
Go gypsy gooo! xD ahahahaha  Posted 1 day ago  

 



 

By Entity Unknown  

V 
The nazi's considered the gypsies the lowest human species on the 
ladder.. anyone disagree?  Posted 1 day ago By 1lluminado  
* 
@1lluminado Come on! Are you serious?     
Posted 1 day agoBy Yendori 
* 
Yeah if any of these gypsy kids come up to you in the street, and 
ask you silly questions don't give them the time of day, they are 
eyeing up your wallet or something to steal. They get taught from a 
young age to steal because it is there 'right' and that the law of any 
land is nothing to do with them.     Posted 1 day ago By 
Earthisafunnyplace  

VI wonder how you PIT a horse drawn cart full of gypsies?  
Posted 1 day ago By HGWells  

V 
@HGWells You just pull up along side them and clip the horse 
with the rear corner.  Posted 1 day ago By jeru  
* 
subhuman scum   Posted 1 day ago By indigenous  

V 
HAHAHAHAHAH! Best chase ever! I wanted to see the crash 
tho!   
Posted 1 day ago By Zota  
* 
now thats real horse power   Posted 1 day ago By GerMssY31B  
* 
Two escape one covers.    
Posted 1 day ago By Pshenitsyn Aleksandr  

 



 

* 
a repost indeed and an old one too.  Posted 1 day ago By Nouveau  
* 
Damn! Never heard an Irish man sound like that.  Posted 1 day ago 
By Krazy2310  
* 
lol, wtf?    Posted 1 day ago By Kobe  
* 
Well I know Sinti and Roma, so what is the irish tribe called? ;) 
And don't you say pikeys.  Posted 2 days ago By DonOgg  
* 
@DonOgg The Tinkers. Although more latterly they like to be 
known as 'the Travellers. Posted 1 day ago By ancutza  
* 
Bulgaria not Ireland........Posted 2 days ago By Gruiatudor  
* 
@Gruiatudor Agreed   Posted 1 day ago By ancutza  

V  
fucking filth from medieval times. deport all of them to 
Afghanistan Posted 2 days ago By GorBlood  
* 
That is HILARIOUS!   Posted 2 days ago By Boximus  
* 
That's too funny.   Posted 2 days ago By hrdnox  
* 
poor ireland:-(       Posted 2 days ago By shilo99  
* 
@shilo99 That wasn't filmed in Ireland.   
Posted 1 day ago By mrtibbs01  
* 
@mrtibbs01 thanks. I think its in Hungary.    
Posted 1 day ago By shilo99  
* 

 



 

To quote the film Snatch "I fucking hate pikeys"  
 Posted 2 days ago By mclane  
* 
@mclane "Good dags. D'ya like dags?"  Great movie.b  
Posted 2 days ago By StevieJay  
* 
it's just kid's out street racing. thing is how do you race out a horse 
and cart.  Posted 2 days ago By piyoti  

VNow you know why they were on the hitler list.  
Posted 2 days ago By MadMiff  

V  
@MadMiff i sometimes wish he was back so he could deal with 
these subhumans..  Posted 1 day ago By indigenous  
* 
Robbers after more smelly robbers.    
Posted 2 days ago By GunZenBomZ  

V 
Just shoot the fuckin horse and end it. Then beat the living shit out 
of the gypsy and end it.... 
Posted 2 days ago By shaneroads  

V  @Shane roads  lol  Posted 1 day ago By jelqmasterfunk  
* 
Maybe they just taking their crops to market, like the Amish do. Or 
then again maybe just a beer run.      
Posted 2 days ago By DeerMan  
* 
now that's what one might call a cart chase. quick, bring in a 
hellicopter so the suspects don't get away, and take down their 
plates numbers while you're at it  Posted 2 days ago By Omar Br  
* 

 



 

Look's like the Puerto Rican day parade if you ask me !     
Posted 2 days ago By Loupeso  
* 
gypsies have a strange liking for mud and muddy places   
Posted 2 days ago By PenguinOfDeath  
* 
@PenguinOfDeath And metro stations.    Posted 1 day ago By jeru  
* 
It's a faster race if the police scare the horses with their sirens >.<    
Posted 2 days ago By birknhead  
* 
Yes, fight the power !    Posted 2 days ago By ziggy1  
* 
Initially I thought they were Amish coming down the road.  Posted 
2 days ago By Rhaspun  
* 
Damn I thought it was horse drag racing.   
Posted 2 days ago By giddagorrilla  
* 
I fuckin haattte pikeys... Posted 2 days ago By 
Da_Oozey_Nein_Millimitah  
* 
@Da_Oozey_Nein_Millimitah But not as much as I do.  Posted 2 
days ago By MadMiff  
* 
You know what?? The women know how to treat thier men??? 
Maybe I could get me one. Posted 2 days ago By FredFarkel  
* 
fuck bwahahahaha, thought i'd never ever see that happen.  
Posted 2 days ago By Rick crouch  
* 
Thats not Ireland!  Posted 2 days ago By mrtibbs01  
* 
@mrtibbs01 but I;ve seen Garda fuckers....   
Posted 2 days ago By NewDron84  

 



 

* 
@NewDron84 They're not Gardai and you won't find metal bins 
like that here in Ireland.  Posted 1 day ago By mrtibbs01  
* 
@mrtibbs01 I was thinking about that bin too mate  Posted 1 day 
ago By NewDron84  
* 
LOL that is hilarious  Posted 2 days ago By ATCSharp  
* 
maybe so, but at least their women know how to be women.  
Posted 2 days ago By Hooper0000  
* 
someone from the UK, please inform me; if pikeys are such poor 
trash, how can they afford to own and board horses?  they must be 
resourceful bastards... Posted 2 days ago By Constant Hover  
* 
@ConstantHover Because they don't pay rent or tax and they rip a 
lot of people off. A few just work hard for cash money. They ARE 
very resourceful, but most people hate them because they've ether 
been ripped off by them or beat the fuck out of by them. 
Posted 2 days ago By Warrambo  
* 
@ConstantHover resourceful thieves!    
Posted 2 days ago By captain_fudgebollock  
* 
@ConstantHover Most gorgies give it the "pikey this, pikey that" 
but they'd never have the balls to roll up on a site and say it. They'd 
get smashed by one 12 year old and say 10 gypsies did it. 
Posted 2 days ago By Warrambo  
* 
@Warrambo   So this place is worse shit then india the train 
Posted 2 days ago By Rohan12  
* 
@ConstantHover They're not poor-far from it infact. They 
contribute nothing in the way of income tax or national insurance 

 



 

and generally do as they want-like this video shows. They're just 
pieces of shit left over from 200 years ago and evolution obviously 
passed them by.  Posted 2 days ago By Zeb  
* 
@ConstantHover Because they lie, cheat & steal.   
Posted 2 days ago By Da_Oozey_Nein_Millimitah  
* 
Give me your tears gypsy, do not try to shrink me, if you do not 
give them I will take them. Posted 2 days ago By BlackHeart240  
* 
"thhhhhiiiiinnnnnnnnneeeeeeeerrrrrrr"  
Posted 2 days ago By OMGitsTrash  
* 
Get the Stingers out.    Posted 2 days ago By gecko2  
* 
Thats what Pikeys do    Posted 2 days ago By JIMBO5444  
* 
@JIMBO5444 I hate Pikeys because they hate work...All they can 
do is stealing and begging...Hope EDL will sort that out. Is 
anything similar to English EDL in Ireland? 
Posted 2 days ago By NewDron84  

V PIT maneuver! Would be awesome to see them to try it 
anyway.  Posted 2 days ago By George8873  
* 
This is the planets scum..... Posted 2 days ago By ComDiver  

V I want them dead!    Posted 2 days ago By cALlme6  
* 
If it's a repost, at least it's a chaotic one.   
Posted 2 days ago By TronUser  
* 
gypsy or roma people are comming from romania you cant use 
term "gypsy" for you hippie or whatever     

 



 

Posted 2 days ago By norwayattacks  
* 
hehehe... Finally.. some gypsie news NOT from Romania :) Posted 
2 days ago By Pantelimon  

$ 
gypsy dirty pikey unwashed thieving fucks   
Posted 2 days ago By max-dalton  

$ 
gypsies are cockroaches.  Posted 2 days ago By gregleb0ss  

V  
A PIT would have been lovely to see here. I wanted to see a few 
gypsy fly and skip across the road.     
Posted 2 days ago By elmatador24  

V catch them and kill them problem solved   Posted 2 days ago 
By duri09  

$ 
hate fking pikeys   Posted 2 days ago By edkemper  
* 
@edkemper I hate that you hate things because they are not the 
same as you.  Posted 2 days ago By jimbo111  
* 
@edkemper A line from a great film though!!  
Posted 2 days ago By JIMBO5444  
* 
@jimbo111 are you jimbo5444 also ? and you obviously have not 
dealt with them have ya. Posted 2 days ago By edkemper  
* 
@edkemper Yes because they are all bad just like all blacks are 

 



 

gangstas, all pakis are terrorist and all whites are pedophiles etc.   
Posted 2 days ago By Warrambo  
* 
they originated from India   Posted 2 days ago By la-la-la  
* 
Gypsies are worse than the blacks  Posted 2 days ago By MrFister  
* 
@MrFister ~ We'd have to sit down and talk about that one.  
Posted 2 days ago By draggerbob  
* 
@MrFister gypsies are worse than muslims   
Posted 2 days ago By cALlme6  
* 
@cALlme6 gypsies, blacks and muslims suck equally   
Posted 1 day ago By 4321  
* 
@4321 No, gypsies are worse   Posted 1 day ago By cALlme6  

VShoot the horses hooves out!     
Posted 2 days ago By Dunblane_Truth_Seeker  
* 
Inbred scum. I don't know: you really need to make up a brand 
new super-derogatory word, to describe these pond scum. I used to 
work with an amateur boxer, and he'd fought in some fights with 
'gypsies' (an overly-grand title) He said they were awful...VERY 
bad cheats, and would rob you blind, given half a chance. They're 
just sewer rats that have learned to walk upright. 
Posted 2 days ago By Fifteen Foot Kitten  
* 
@Fifteen Foot Kitten lol love it, great description    
Posted 2 days ago By LIL-LOUIE (86.48)  
* 
dont your hear ! it dosnt sound like english, even sounds like any 
kind of Slavic . And i see this type police car only in Bulgaria or 

 



 

Serbia.   Posted 2 days ago By ridvanco  
* 
@ridvanco That's because they're Irish. In Ireland they speak 
Gaelic.  Posted 2 days ago By TotalDevist8tion  
* 
@TotalDevist8tion no. beagai is not any irish. it is slakiv ... and 
sounds Slavic Posted 2 days ago By ridvanco  
* 
@ridvanco Not only that, from the run down state of the streets, & 
that Irish police cars have a big yellow stripe down the side, & 
from what could see the writing on the police car looked more like 
"Politia" than "Garda or Police", seems this is almost certainly 
Romania, not Ireland.  Posted 2 days ago By jimbo111  
* 
hahaha      Posted 2 days ago By Shtapes  
* 
I don't feel comfortable seeing these gypsy videos!    
Posted 2 days ago By drymouse  
* 
Grand Theft Gypo 2 - Caravan Cartel. For PS2 and Xbox - Release 
Fall 2012.  Posted 2 days ago By HowPeculiars  
* 
Hahaha, GTA Gipsy Style.   (Aythor’s Note: GTA isGrand Theft 
Auto is a video game)    Posted 2 days ago By Daniel Kaye  
* 
Some Ben-Hur shit right there.     
Posted 2 days ago By davebaron666  
* 
Pieces of shit...what a gutter culture.    
Posted 2 days ago By RealityChecker  
* 
Just do mettwurst a their horses.     
Posted 2 days ago By Santa Claus  
* 
At least they organized a police escort this time. Safety first.  

 



 

Posted 2 days ago By seanofthedead  
* 
this is not ireland..  our cops never used opel astras  Posted 2 days 
ago By mr-shaft  
* 
@mr-shaft I think they are Roma Gypsy kind not Pikey.  Posted 2 
days ago By Salt  
* 
That's quite funny. A lot of this stuff looks like fun though.  Bloody 
pikeys!  Posted 2 days ago By R_sole  

V 
Gypsies are a scummy fucking bunch. A great read is "Up In The 
Old Hotel" by Joseph Mitchell, there's a great chapter in there 
about the gypsy culture back in the 40's and 50's. Apparently the 
reason why they're such thieving cunts is because they have a 
bullshit legend which claims that when Jesus was on his way to be 
crucified, a gypsy stole the crucifixion nails from the Romans, so 
Jesus told him "well fucking done my son, from now on, your 
people are free to steal whatever you you fucking like and it's 
alright with me and my dad. Now go forth and steal the shit out of 
everything for the rest of time."  They have used this as 
justification for their criminal ways for centuries. In my opinion 
they're the poster children for being doused in gasoline and set on 
fire.    Posted 2 days ago By AnyOldIron  
* 
@AnyOldIron I have had a couple of encounters with them and 
every time they were trying to rip me off. I make it very clear to 
them to stay the hell away from me.  Posted 2 days ago By Salt  

V  
Gypos are the lowest of the low. Gutter rat, slimes, who should be 
locked up forever in windowless cement boxes.   Posted 2 days ago 
By aggravator  

 



 

* 
I've watched a couple of documentaries on these travelers and 
hung around with a few. Really, they're not all that bad. It's like 
any other group of people. You'll always have a few bad apples 
that spoil the whole fucking lot so stop generalizing. It makes some 
of you seem really ignorant. I commend them for staying "off the 
grid" so to speak. Who the hell wants big government breathing 
down your neck saying gimme, gimme or we'll lock your arse up? 
Hitler, that fucking SCUMBAG tried to get rid of them and he 
FAILED.  Posted 2 days ago By unit731  
* 
@unit731 "Who the hell wants big government breathing down 
your neck saying gimme, gimme or we'll lock your arse up?" 
Eunic731 - The worm turns when "big government" is handing out 
the welfare checks. ALL gypos are on the welfare rolls.  
Posted 2 days ago By aggravator  
* 
@unit731 Off the grid? OFF THE GRID? These bastards are 
claiming welfare like there's no tomorrow. Everything, I repeat, 
everything they own is paid for by the government. Off the fucking 
grid my big fat sweaty non-gypsy arse.   
Posted 2 days ago By AnyOldIron  
* 
@unit731 finnaly someone to tell the truth tnx unit731   
Posted 2 days ago By Robert Nebi  
* 
@AnyOldIron   Generalizing a people once again.   Did you know 
there are more whites in this country collecting social assistance 
then any other group of people? I bet even if I show the links and 
facts to back me up you'll deny it anyway.  Why do I even bother. 
Pick up a book sometime can't you?   
Posted 2 days ago By unit731  
* 
"Don't shrink me gypsy" - Borat     
Posted 2 days ago By Macdows11  

 



 

* 
Are those cops too fucking stupid to realize that the sirens are just 
going to scare the horses into running away faster and more. 
Maybe they think it will alert pedestrians ahead as not to get 
trampled. Ah who the fuck knows, just PIT them.   
Posted 2 days ago By SmokeFerret  
* 
Gypsies, tramps and thieves.   Posted 2 days ago By syscom3  
* 
That´s what a country gets for being too tolerant.   
Posted 2 days ago By ashamedGerman  
* 
They must have been exceeding the speed limit for a parade. 
Posted 2 days ago By airhammer  

V Pit maneuver those mofos.    Posted 2 days ago By 
JibberJabber  
* 
drunk poor people. theres about 3 billion of them around the world.  
Posted 2 days ago By SpwbLL  
* 
That was chaos?   Posted 2 days ago By Jersey  
* 
@Jersey it was slightly chaotic  Posted 2 days ago By us123  
* 
@us123 I was really trying hard to get into the chaotic realm of it 
all. I imagined what would it be like if those things were running 
down my residential street. All I could come up with is that if I saw 
it, I would certainly think; well that's something you don't see 
everyday. But would it approach chaotic? No. Strange as hell, very 
much so, but no chaos. Posted 2 days ago By Jersey * 
so THAT'S what mayhem looks like? the more ya know. o im sorry 
you said "mayham" i understand now.    
Posted 2 days ago By xdeadhead  

 



 

* 
police got more hp  Posted 2 days ago By WsDennis  
* 
Funny, but a shame for the horses and this isn't Ireland  Posted 2 
days ago By ScoobySteve  
* 
I bet the poor horses have a pretty awful life.  Posted 2 days ago 
By Blue Rose  
* 
Pikeys are scum.   Posted 2 days ago By Zurm  
* 
Lmao   Posted 2 days ago By Brutusbruno 
* 
Look! Gypsies!!  Posted 2 days ago By SiegfriedRatel  
* 
Is it just me or were those diesel Astras struggling to keep up with 
the horses?  Posted 2 days ago By Varrig010  
* 
At some point civilized society has to figure out a civilized (or 
maybe an uncivilized) way to deal with people who refuse to fit 
in. The uncivilized victimize the civilized because there are certain 
factions within society that refuse to allow the uncivilized to be 
treated as they treat others. That is where the problem lies. These 
factions are willing to let the weak suffer because we can't be too 
harsh on the misled and willfully ignorant. It isn't the uncivilized 
we have to worry about, its the civilized whiners we need to put a 
stop to. We need to give them a choice: Join us or form your own 
society away from ours. Only then will the uncivilized leave us 
alone    Posted 2 days ago By Nimnoga 
* 
@Nimnoga     No one should have to fit your standards to live on 
this planet. If they dont fit in to your so called "civilized" standards 
then move your ass to Mars   Posted 2 days ago By ItisWahtItIs  
* 
@ItisWahtItIs    My standards are the laws developed by the 

 



 

civilized in society.  Society`s decent, who simply want to be free 
from the criminals who do whatever they want to whomever they 
want because they don`t care that in a civil society, civil people 
take care not to disrupt, dismantle and destroy the lives of others. 
You apparently want total freedom to do as you please no matter 
who it affects. Well, that isn`t right and it isn`t just. Criminals are 
just the uncivilized who prey on the weak An whiners make us all 
potential victims. If you feel threatened by what I wrote then it is 
you who needs to make a choice, not I.        
Posted 1 day ago By Nimnoga  
* 
Sad how European police are taken advantage of   
Posted 2 days ago By Itchy999  
* 
@Itchy999 I can't imagine how not packing a gun makes it easy to 
uphold the law. Not sure what country this is in however.     
Posted 2 days ago By RebelTactics  
* 
@Itchy999 Aren't all police?   Posted 2 days ago By supernovah  
* 
Oh My God, they are racing buggies on a random back road, big 
fuckin deal. Posted 2 days ago By SEALT3AM6  
* 
@SEALT3AM6 Hard on the horses to race on concrete, in fact 
terrible for them and cruelty  Posted 2 days ago By Itchy999  
* 
bulgarian gypse police chase   Posted 2 days ago By desantnik  
* 
"Location: Ireland (load item map)" This is most certainly not in 
Ireland.   Posted 2 days ago By  ax 

Vneed a new Hitler      Posted 2 days ago By Bribarian  
* 
That was pretty random, but hilarious!    

 



 

Posted 2 days ago By Tim Kellam  
* 
They are no gypsies, there is no genetical connection.  
They are Irish Travellers: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_Travellers    Irish people created 
them some centuries ago by excluding them from normal society. 
It worked until today. They could have been normal people, but 
now they have learned to live as outcasts and created their own 
culture. Maybe they are a menace to some, but if you don't want 
subcultures, then don't discriminate other people! 
Posted 2 days ago By globetrotter79  
* 
Talk about some horsepower.    Posted 2 days ago By nikolai  
* 
Horse and buggy have the right of way, they were here first. Posted 
2 days ago By kelgs13  
* 
LMAO.. running from the popo in a horse cart.. Classic  
 Posted 2 days ago By MANNYFACES  
* 
Yeah chase a bunch of horses with loud sirens that should do the 
trick. Posted 2 days ago By TEXAS HOLDEM123  
* 
i was living in T.O. and some kid (boy) was trying to fight another 
kid (girl). it was getting serious for kids so i talked to the boy and 
from his accent i knew he was a new canadian. later the fights 
continued so i went to talk to the kids parents. they didn't know 
much english or so they let on and the kid helped me comunicate. i 
told them about less stressful areas away from the crack 
neighborhood there were in and was trying to explain the crack 
heads.  the mother asked "gypsies?" with a look of horror on her 
face. it caught me off guard and i laughed as the image of 
quazimotos love interest of that disney notre damn movie came to 
mind and as i was laughing i said "i don't think there's any gypsies 
here" never having met one and thinking they were a fairy tale. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_Travellers


 

thanks to LL and another let unnamed siite i can see how 'gypsie 
scum' is a term will make sure i remember forever   
Posted 2 days ago By kakeroo  
* 
lol .... Awesome   Posted 2 days ago By EZZOtheGYPSY  
* 
Ok, this is even more random than falcons that assault roof 
workers. I stand corrected liveleak. 
Posted 2 days ago By R13  
* 
what's the matter ride a horse wagon with his friends in a funny 
day in Ireland? Posted 2 days ago By CarlosPires1974  
* 
Spike belt? No, maybe some oates.   Posted 2 days ago By 99gt  

V Just exterminate them all !   Posted 2 days ago By Frackoff  
* 
Is that really the best way to get horses to stop, chasing them with 
sirens blaring?  Posted 2 days ago By trailertrashrnr  
* 
Just follow the smell.    Posted 2 days ago By Doogrisa  
* 
Was surprised to see such nice police cars for what I presumed to 
be Romania/Bulgaria/Albania. Was an even bigger surprise to see 
that this is in Ireland. Posted 2 days ago By toronto420  
* 
Make sure you're protected from gypsy chaos, like me.  Posted 2 
days ago By Fitzapalooza  
* 
HAHAHA!!! How do I stop laughing? That's ridiculous!   
Posted 2 days ago By joony  
* 
I first had a hard time believing that this is in Ireland Posted 2 days 
ago By Lucassandro 

 



 

* 
must be fun being a pikey   Posted 2 days ago by dkast  
* 
Watch out Necrosis !!! People that are different from you! Oh god 
the mayhem from them not being like you....           
Posted 2 days ago By Stankin  
* 
Though Their mind are not for rent, Don't put them down as 
arrogant. Their reserve, a quiet defense, Riding out the day's 
events. The river ! Now that's a funny video   
Posted 2 days ago By frankyyzca  
* 
That's how they run down werewolves.   
Posted 2 days ago By JudgeBooty  
* 
Gypsies? You're complaining about fucking Gypsies? You want to 
trade minorities? Tell you what, we here in America will trade you 
a minority we have over here for your Gypsies. What a pleasure 
they would be compared to what we have put up with for hundreds 
of years... We'll send you their leaders as well - and sports stars to 
boot!   Posted 2 days ago By jlgruener  
* 
@jlgruener unfortunately we imported a lot of our minorities 
willingly. I'd gladly pay more in taxes if our government paid for 
boats back to their home countries   Posted 2 days ago By thejshep  
* 
@thejshep you dicks brought em here. so this is their home. Plus 
no one would be foolish enough to just leave a country they helped 
build from the ground up, when it wasnt shit. Thats why you cant 
get rid of mexicans. Stop complaining about people AFTER they 
do your work for you. lazy cocksuckers.       
Posted 2 days ago By Stankin  
* 
@Stankin I work. They steal. I'm the lazy one?   Posted 2 days ago 
By thejshep  

 



 

* 
@thejshep you know that the land originally belonged to Indians 
right? All of you come from europe or africa.   Posted 2 days ago 
By Lucassandro  
* 
@Lucassandro I'd be true if I wasn't mostly native american  
Posted 2 days ago By thejshep  
* 
I dont know much about gypsies. Why does everyone hate them 
so much?Posted 2 days ago By Bloomstomb  
* 
@Bloomstomb They are regarded as sneaky thieves.   
Posted 2 days ago By mael85  
* 
@Bloomstomb No regard for any law unless its a law that protects 
them. They do what they want, they do it when they want... anyone 
who stands up to them has death threats against them and their 
families. Nasty bunch.    Posted 2 days ago By MeesterWolf  
* 
@Bloomstomb Honestly, they're only 'slightly' more trashy than 
the rest of the population in GB. Imagine a bunch of kids in an 
expensive private school. Even though they're all from wealthy 
families at least 1 kid gets pushed around for not being quite as 
'perfect'. Same deal. GB has no idea what it's like to put up with 
REAL minorities prone to violent outbursts, murder, rape, and 
assault. We in the US would GLADLY trade them.   
Posted 2 days ago By robbinh00d  
* 
@robbinh00d How stupid are you so your saying there are no 
murders, rapes, assaults done by blacks or whites? Get dif of the 
meds kid, your way to delusional. 
Posted 2 days ago By TEXAS HOLDEM123  
* 
fuckin gypsies.   Posted 2 days ago By Ohyawellfuku  
* 

 



 

The scourge of Europe, followed closely by the Muslim hordes.   
Posted 2 days ago By Cliff_Dweller 
* 
@Cliff_Dweller muslims did a number on europe.. I mean shit. 
France sure don't look "french" nowadays    
Posted 2 days ago By Stankin  
* 
Now that gives a new meaning to horsepower!  Posted 2 days ago 
By Master Of The Universe  
* 
What the fuck did I just watch? Were those Amish running from 
the police? Posted 2 days ago By petergoesinya  
* 
@petergoesinya Amish people have manners.     
Posted 2 days ago By 1lluminado  
 
@petergoesinya   Pikeys.   Posted 2 days ago By Ohyawellfuku  
* 
looks like in Detroit.    Posted 2 days ago By dimon108  
* 
Uuuh! some horses racing, quick! someone call superman.  Posted 
2 days ago By BlackMamba  

V  
fucking lot of people on that last trailer.. one of those flippin over 
would be worth seeing if those old western crashes are anything to 
go by.  Posted 2 days ago By b4z_uk  
* 
America has the Amish. I think we got the better deal.  Posted 2 
days ago By niltomega  

V pit maneuver their ass.  Posted 2 days ago By kael_evil1992  
* 
This isn't Ireland.     Posted 2 days ago By junker87g  

 



 

* 
looks like a vibrant neighborhood    Posted 2 days ago By Neruda  
* 
human waste.   Posted 2 days ago By CptSpaulding  
* 
Have Gypsies ever contributed anything positive to humanity? 
Anything at all? Posted 2 days ago By Thetruthisalwaysthetruth  
* 
@Thetruthisalwaysthetruth They gave us a good book (Thinner) 
Posted 2 days ago By huey2323  
* 
Hell, I thought it was more of our US Occupy hippies; until I 
realized they're too lazy to even feed a horse, much less learn how 
to hitch and/or drive one. Suck it Gypsies/Hippies. 
Posted 2 days ago By staxman  

V   
The Irish officials need to hire IRA terrorists to plant IED's, to 
blow these motherfuckers away!!    Posted 2 days ago By 
mrstatux  

V    Parasites they are, should have exterminated them long 
ago. Posted 2 days ago By mattj1  

V   
@mattj1 Hitler and the NAZI's tried that and were a few shy of a 
full cup. If you miss one nest, you've got ten before you know it.  
Posted 2 days ago By givemeadamnname  

V   
I fucking hate gypsies.. thieving scum, deserving nothing better 
than a kick to the gonads, hoping that'll stop them from breeding.  
Posted 2 days ago By qbedobedoo  
* 

 



 

this aint Irish.. this is Bulgaria (therefore its BULGARIAN) ... lol 
i'm from Bulgaria, and on the cars its written in Cyrillic alphabet 
"police" please change the title lol thanks 
Posted 2 days ago By notnan  
* 
Ya don't see that every day.   Posted 2 days ago By f89276704  
* 
LMAO... Running away from the cops... all it takes it a little 
"horsepower"! :P 
Posted 2 days ago By Gregarious  
* 
I hate fucking PIKEYS!  Posted 2 days ago By mangochutney  
* 
WTF did I just watch?   Posted 2 days ago By Vanguard223  

V   
Im begining to understand why Hitler wanted to liquidate them. 
Posted 2 days ago By Colonelingus  
* 
Here in Mexico the gipsies are Hungarians, mostly they go from 
village to village with their "movie theater" which is an all beat up 
projector inside a filthy tent...they present very old movies. As in 
the rest of the world they are dirty, not very polite, they steal when 
they have the chance and nobody likes them.   Posted 2 days ago 
By Common Citizen  
* 
@Common Citizen In Mexico?..no worries the cartel with 
eliminate them if they get too tiresome.     
Posted 2 days ago By no2cents  

V   
@no2cents The Cartels are too busy eliminating themselves...we 
have at least 3 Cartels in dispute for the territory. But hopefully 
one of them has some spare time between shooting and shooting to 

 



 

take care of this bussiness.  Posted 2 days ago By Common 
Citizen  
* 
@Common Citizen lol      Posted 2 days ago By AstuteAtheist  
* 
hahahahahaha !!    Posted 2 days ago By ake  
* 
I don't know where this is but it's not Ireland. Romania perhaps?  
Posted 2 days ago By zango1 
* 
Not the worst crime in the world.    
Posted 2 days ago By RandyCornhole  
* 
horse fuckers    Posted 2 days ago By inyourfaceasshole  
* 
Favorited.   Posted 2 days ago By Velhalla  
* 
Take a look at how some real Moldovan gypsies live off their ill 
gotten gains (begging, theft, fraud and smuggling etc.) Even when 
they have money, they still have no taste or class whatsoever as 
they build their crass ugly "mansions". 
http://englishrussia.com/2012/05/05/the-gipsy-capital-of-the-
world/ 
Posted 2 days ago By wakeupnow  
* 
@wakeup now   Some of that architecture is...ahem…interesting, 
big houses but no clue about landscaping. Strange place, thanks for 
that!  Posted 2 days ago By mytwocents  
* 
Here in Portugal they mostly live by government welfare, drug 
dealing, selling weapons, cheap/fake clothes...socially closed, low 
education and the youngers behave like thugs trying to stealing 
you.  Our gypsies are more of dark skin...very similar to Indians.  
Most people are afraid of them and that gives them the opportunity 
to "get" what they want.  Posted 2 days ago By adblock  
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* 
At least they give it to the man…unlike our pussie whipped arses. 
Posted 2 days ago By cygnux  
* 
These people move in to communities and pollute them, turning 
ordinary kids into their way of doing things. Well they do where i 
live.   Posted 2 days ago By truebrit49  

V PIT them, ASAP!   Posted 2 days ago By Shadow_Sniper  
* 
recorded with a gameboy   Posted 2 days ago By spacetape  
* 
@spacetape gameboy color that is :)    
Posted 2 days ago By spacetape  
* 
I can't believe IRELAND tollerate all this ! I CAN'T BELIEVE ! 
Posted 2 days ago By mptrax  
* 
Boll0x,... Staged for LL..but 3FFORT i Give 7/10.. Having a laff 8) 
or am i ???, Cough 5h17 cough zzzz nowt from meh..nn LL......  
Posted 2 days ago By Unpossible  
* 
im glad the ones in my area dont pull shit like this, yes you see 
them in there horse and carts around the village, but they leave 
people alone and dont give anyone trouble. even mates with a few..   
Posted 2 days ago By sam15mohsen  
* 
Not Irish Garda (cops) = not Ireland   Posted 2 days ago By cobze  
* 
Drunken Irish cops can't outrun a fucking horse.  Posted 2 days ago 
By DontChimpOut  
* 
so the cunts are everywhere   Posted 2 days ago By mock  
* 

 



 

@mock sadly yes...  Posted 2 days ago By Stuka  
* 
@Stuka   gutted    Posted 2 days ago By mock  
* 
Man they're giving rednecks a run for they're money. Poor horses. 
Posted 2 days ago By TB-303  

V pit maneuver, pit maneuver  Posted 2 days ago By 
Hunkerbunker346  
* 
i love gypsies    Posted 2 days ago By PSILOCYBE87  

V 
No wonder why Hitler wanted them wiped off the 
planets..geeeezzzzzz  Posted 2 days ago By Reddevil2014  
* 
What is up with gypsy and horse racing in the streets.....? Also, 
why do so many people hate gypsies? We dont really have a 
"gypsy problem" here in the states.....so could someone please fill 
me in?   Posted 2 days ago By Bthor420  
* 
@Bthor420     There are gypsy problems in the U.S., even where I 
live in California. They try to pull scams, one of which involves 
putting dents in cars and then knock on the person's house, saying 
"I noticed you have some dents in your car, I can fix them for 20 
bucks". Gypsy kids also crowd around Mexican food trucks and 
beg for free food, or try to make other customers buy it for them. 
In Europe the problem is more widespread, but they are also hated 
for being thieves and drifters who make camp wherever they want 
(even on private property), and leave their sites full of trash when 
they move on   Posted 2 days ago By randir14  

V 
@Bthor420 tavelers and gypsies define themselves as folks who 

 



 

have a separate culture and background than the rest of us. they'd 
say one of the key aspects of their culture is to be nomads, hence 
why the form traveling communities and they managed to 
negotiate terms with many countries who recognize them as a sort 
of traveling nation. however, these communities tend to be rather 
permanent in many cases ie small shanti towns of caravans and 
mobile homes, always illegal (on someone's land) with serious 
health issues. Another aspect of their "culture" is: they don't work. 
The women and the children beg and steal, the men (when not in 
jail) are involved in any kind of shit. In addition, they tend to be 
very arrogant and violent: just a few days ago, a guy who got 
involved in a verbal argument with a gypsy, was later shot and 
killed during a home invasion perpetrated by a gang of gypsies. 
Some clans are involved in serious organized crime and score 
millions of euros/year - all 100% illegally (to the state, they figure 
as poor and jobless). The latest trend for some of them is to buy 
land so they can build shanti towns that are much harder to evict. 
For all of us normal citizens, this is a true cancer, something to kill 
with fire if you only could.   Posted 2 days ago By bathory72  
* 
@Bthor420 Well, their reputation is to turn up at your local park 
with anything from 3 to 30 trailers, make a huge mess go terrorise, 
burgle, rip off and con the locals usually with shoddy tarmac or 
building jobs, pay no taxes of any kind and only leave with court 
orders after being evicted by half the police force. Then go on do 
the same in another town. Apart from that they're fine.   Posted 2 
days ago By Freakster  
* 
@Bthor420 they are scum they fuck everything up thank god they 
don't have a majority or they would be worse than al Qaeda    
Posted 2 days ago By mock  
* 
@Bthor420 They def. seem like a real issue.....they seem to have a 
lot in common with another "race" (I put it in quotes, because the 
"race" I'm talking about are so UN civilized, violent, and dirty they 

 



 

can hardly be called a race) that we seem to have a problem with in 
the states....well there are a couple, but only one that doesn't want 
to work, wants to leech of everyone, dirty, violent, thieving and 
think they also have there own laws/rules....oh yes, I'll give you 
one more hint to the "race" I'm talking about, well actually two 
clues. 1, they think they are owed reperations, and 2, they are 
closer to silver back apes than human.......any guesses? 
Posted 2 days ago By Bthor420 
* 
@Freakster I was curious about the gypsies. I saw a documentary 
about some gypsy weddings. The women dressed really 
provocotavely and the men looked like troublemakers. The 
documentary did not show the shennanigans like the above video, 
but a few people did state thier hatred for them. I knew there was 
something to that.  Posted 2 days ago By Da Da Dummy  
* 
@Bthor420 I don't think they will go through all that trouble and 
get a 6 month pass for America. Europe is the best choice( 
italy,france,spain and others). You can travel only using your id 
card.Most gypsies are a problem and that problem needs to be 
solved quick 
Posted 2 days ago By horsy  

V 
@Bthor420 i hear you brother we actually have a cross between 
them in ireland "gypsy x the chip on the shoulder crew" if only 
there was a day in the year for shooting them 
Posted 2 days ago By mock  

V @mock Count me in!!!   Posted 2 days ago  
By Bthor420  
* 
shoot the horse and feed it to the masses  Posted 2 days ago By 
Aubrey  

 



 

V Hmmm, and where's Adolf when he's needed   Posted 2 days 
ago By One_Hit_Wonder  
* 
Probably should have paid their vehicle registration fees.  Posted 2 
days ago By Meathead12  
* 
Beware. Gypsys will give you a STD.    
Posted 2 days ago By Colton  
* 
Chaos ? They just play Ben-Hur on the road with hay-carts... 
Posted 2 days ago By olifaxe  
* 
More? Where the hell was the first batch?   
Posted 2 days ago By drtyrell  
* 
Lmao   Posted 2 days ago By turkishwarrior  
* 
my mate had his £20,000 excavator stolen by gypsies in england. 
he could see it in the gypsie site down the road, the police when 
asked would'nt have anything to do with it. so he had to get 
permission to enter the site where he finally bought it back for 
5,000  Posted 2 days ago By p4pants  
* 
@p4pants seems they have a real scam going.  Posted 2 days ago 
By Da Da Dummy  
* 
no benny hill theme???  Posted 2 days ago By Sundaypro  

V 
LOL !! I wish we had gypsies in Canada so I could go gypsie 
hunting, I find my country too civilized sometimes. If it was me I'd 
have tied a steel cable across the road and sent these inbreeds strait 
to the hospital... Posted 2 days ago By jondee21213  

 



 

* 
@jondee21213  You want some danger and disorder...come down 
to the states....we have plenty to go around      
Posted 2 days ago By Bthor420  
* 
Dont apologize for it being a repost....apologize for it being on 
here in the first place. This video blows.    
Posted 2 days ago By Windolicker  
* 
With this crap footage and streets, I'd never guess it was in Western 
Europe, but in Eastern Europe.   
Posted 2 days ago By politebrazilian  
* 
@politebrazilian it is eastern Europe  Posted 2 days ago By schutz  
* 
Go horsey GO!   Posted 2 days ago By extisis  
* 
Not Irish gypsies though.   Posted 2 days ago By dogdoghog  

V   
Lowlife scum... they destroyed our country and made us ashamed 
for our nationality. Somebody kill them all!   Posted 2 days ago By 
Catalin4u24  
* 
@Catalin4u24 I want to see gypsy tears !!!!!   Posted 2 days ago 
By Catalin4u24  
* 
They really are fucking idiots aren't they.  Posted 2 days ago By 
Larry123450000  
* 
Thieving gypsy bastards are almost as low as muslims. As any 
policeman - they will tell you crime and burglaries *always* rise 
when they move in, and drops back when they clear off. When you 
think about it, it has to - they have no other way or "earning" a 

 



 

living at all. Hey, but at least the labour they use for themselves is 
cheap: 
http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/news/3811855/First-snaps-
of-gypsy-slave-camp.html 
Posted 2 days ago By TenCentBlowJob  
* 
@TenCentBlowJob They have other means of earning, work. But 
they just won't do it because they are scum of the earth.   Posted 2 
days ago By urlug  
* 
Showing off horse power   Posted 2 days ago By Heroon70 

V   
These people behave like its still the wild west, send them to the 
prairie or tundra. 
Posted 2 days ago By warthog007  
* 
GYPSY CHAOS!!!!!!!!!  Posted 2 days ago By trichome1  
* 
Oh the humanity! Such mayhem and chaos!  Posted 2 days ago By 
WalterPlinge  

V  
If you know where the horses sleep. You give them a toxin food.  
Posted 2 days ago By Mr W  
* 
be careful! remember the movie Thinner?   
Posted 2 days ago By tavolo  
* 
Eastern Europe, not Ireland. Probably Bosnia.   
Posted 2 days ago By strela1  
* 
I fondly remember Viz's "Thieving Gypsy Bastards" strip. There's 
never been a more true to life cartoon strip. The gypos complained 
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big time & threatened to sue. Posted 2 days ago By rabbitss  
* 
Would like to know what they did?   
Posted 2 days ago By Mc Sqweebs  
* 
This isn't Ireland. Cops don't go near the gippos over here, that's 
the problem... Posted 2 days ago By billyjojason  
* 
No way is that Ireland. More likely one of the former Soviet 
shitholes.  Posted 2 days ago By ValleyBlacksmith 
* 
@ValleyBlacksmith Bulgaria aint a shit hole bubba :)    
Posted 2 days ago By notnan 
* 
I guess your Gypsy's are the illegal Mexicans of Ireland.  
Posted 2 days ago By fotoman4u2  
* 
Pay  your taxes!!   Posted 2 days ago By Bawbag  
* 
@Bawbag So the banks can go play some more at the casinos? 
Posted 2 days ago By  ObamaCare_4_All  
* 
glad not to have that in my place   Posted 2 days ago By kiska  
* 
Definitely not Ireland but as said...it could b.... lol   Posted 2 days 
ago By ChiefO  

V kill it! kill it with fire!     
Posted 2 days ago By ********************* 
* 
but their tears can protect you from aids      
Posted 2 days ago By Rumpull4skin 
* 
@Rumpull4skin Say what?  Posted 2 days ago By Forlix  

 



 

* 
@Forlix    Borat: “I arrived in America's airport with clothings, 
U.S dollars and a jar of gypsy tears to protect me from AIDS.”   
http://www.moviefanatic.com/quotes/movies/borat/ 
Posted 2 days ago By ommadawn  

V  They need a good shower...with gas.   Posted 2 days ago By 
breccia77  

V   
@breccia77 Hitler tried doing that. If he'd won WW2 there'd be no 
gypsies left. The Nazis were many things including efficient.   
Posted 2 days ago By rabbitss  
V    @rabbitss Too bad he got too greed at certain point. I 
always respected this man not for thirst of killing every scum of 
the society but for the deeds and power he had. 
Posted 2 days ago By Horia0310  
* 
I don't know but I have funny feeling those police sirens weren't 
helping. Sirens blaring behind running horses?    Posted 2 days ago 
By shug 
* 
Lmao  Posted 2 days ago By Bashman  
* 
i seen this like 2 years ago on youtube, i do not think its in Ireland. 
Ireland is a nice, clean and tidy this is more long Hungary that sort 
of country.  Posted 2 days ago By HailToTheSkunk  
* 
ok its not ireland, but it could be,   Posted 2 days ago By Necrosis  
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Petition24.com      
                           FACEBOOK – NO PLACE FOR 
                  GYPSY/ROMA/TRAVELLER HATE PAGES  
 
Promote the conditions necessary for minorities to maintain and 
develop their culture and identity, (Article 5)  and   Protect the 
rights to freedom of assembly, association, expression, thought, 
conscience, and religion. (Articles 7, 8, and 9) 
 
Sadly, these remain empty words for many in the 
Gypsy/Roma/Traveller community as discrimination and prejudice 
(which Sir Trevor Philips, chair of the Equalities and Human 
Rights Commission, describes as “the last ‘acceptable’ form of 
racism in the UK”.) is experienced here in the UK and elsewhere 
in Europe, on a daily basis.  A worrying trend is the use of social 
networking sites such as Facebook to promote hatred towards the 
Gypsy/Roma/Traveller communities and to encourage others to 
take ‘vigilante’ style action to cleanse Gypsy/Roma/Travellers 
from an area. These pages use offensive terminology such as: 
‘pikey’ or ‘gypo scum’; a recently uploaded (now deleted) page 
contained comments calling for encampments to be petrol bombed.  
Whilst we accept that one of the key under pinning principles of 
social networking sites, and indeed the internet itself, it to enable a 
free flow of information, we do not accept that information that 
openly incites racial hatred and/or violence falls within these core 
principles.  Indeed, Facebook’s Statement of Rights and 
Responsibilities, sub section Safety, would appear to agree with us:   
 
You will not post content that: is hateful, threatening, or 
pornographic; incites violence; or contains nudity or graphic or 
gratuitous violence…  You will not use Facebook to do anything 
unlawful, misleading, malicious, or discriminatory. 
 
Given the above statement, it is difficult to understand why 
Facebook is not exercising its responsibility to protect those users 

 



 

who are abused and offended by such pages or why, despite 
repeated reports by users, there is such a delay in these pages being 
removed.   As a company recently valued at $50 billion, Facebook 
could easily absorb the cost of installing software that would 
enable ‘instant’ deletion of pages which are clearly designed to 
incite racial hatred or at the very least a system which enables 
people to disable offensive and criminal content immediately 
which could then be reviewed by Facebook moderators at a later 
date.  This petition is designed to remind Facebook that they have 
a duty to uphold every individual’s right to be protected from 
discrimination and physical harm and to urge Facebook to take all 
steps necessary to demonstrate that their company is not a ‘third 
party promoter’ of bigotry and prejudice.  Please sign this petition 
– say no to hate pages on Facebook                                   
 
COMMENTS 
Debbie Pearson  
Guest#1 Gypsy/Roma/Traveller Hate Pages Mar 01, 2011, 20:06 
Facebook is meant to be a SOCIAL forum - NOT AN ANTI-
SOCIAL forum!!  There is enough hate in the world. 
* 
Spenser Goode Guest  #2 Mar 01, 2011, 20:11       
We must stop this hate. Travellers and Roma just want to live in 
peace and get on with their lives. 
* 
billie - jo mcneill Guest #3 Mar 01, 2011, 20:53    
Think this is a realli gd idea kp it going 
* 
Angela White  Guest #4  Mar 01, 2011, 21:17   This petition was 
set up to remind the powers-that-be at Facebook that they should 
close down pages that incite violence towards Romany Gypsies 
and those who preach hatred towards ethnic minorities. 
* 
Romany Gypsies Guest#5 Mar 01, 2011, 21:29     
Well put Debbie !! 

 



 

* 
Jacqui MacLennan Guest#6 Mar 01, 2011, 21:36 
It is not ok for the settled population to use the travelling 
population as a scapegoat 
* 
Jarrod Williams Guest #7      Mar 01, 2011, 21:36   Racial hatred 
in any form is assonine.  A people with no official country, 
multiple genocides besides just the Porrajmos, our people deserve 
humane treatment. 
* 
ella webb  Guest #8 Mar 01, 2011, 21:38   
this is disgusting if it was any other ethnic miority it wudnt be 
aloud 
* 
Fiona-Jane Brown   
Guest #9 Love Thy Neighbour Mar 01, 2011, 23:15 
As a Christian I believe Christ died and rose again to save all, 
travellers, scaldies and the rest. We're ALL sinners, not one is 
worse than another - if we dare suggest one race is lower than 
another, then we are falling into the Devil's trap. Grow up bigots! 
* 
Gemma Hydes  Guest #10 NO MORE Mar 01, 2011, 23:31 
WHY IS IT, SO MANY PEOPLE HATE TRAVELLERS  I DONT 
NO WHY WHEN THERE NO DIFFRENT FROM US, SO WHAT 
RIGHT DO PEOPLE HAVE, TO PUT HATE PAGES ON 
FACEBOOK, ITS NOT NICE & NOT FAIR, IT SHOULD NOT 
BE ALOUD.......SO YES I THINK IT SHOULD BE STOPED.. 
* 
donna gray  Guest#11 i hope facebook will address this problem 
Mar 01, 2011, 23:39  i hope facebook address this problem as it is 
vile and offensive and on these pages also inciting violence to 
gypsy/roma /traveller 
* 
matthew wick ham   Guest #12 Mar 01, 2011, 23:51 
This is a very good cause: they are an ancient and noble people! 

 



 

* 
Jools Hearn  Guest #13 Mar 02, 2011, 01:14 
If the hate within these pages were to be directed at any other 
group of people there would be an absolute uproar. The Gypsy and 
Travelling communities are still subjected to harassment and 
discrimination on so many levels as part of their daily lives. Please 
eradicate these pages and show zero tolerance with regards to this 
race hate. They are created by people perpetuating a completely 
wrong and unjust stereotype of a good and decent people who have 
suffered so much due to peoples ignorance already. Many thanks. 
* 
DICK JONES  Guest #14 ROMA HATE PAGES Mar 02, 2011, 
09:13  Roma/Gypsies/Travellers are the last targets of legitimised 
and institutionalised prejudice. They must be seen to share ethnic 
status with the races of the world and be granted the same freedom 
from abuse and victimisation. 
* 
KerryAnn Mitchell Guest #15 racism Mar 02, 2011, 12:16 
for years we have suffered racism please help us put a stop to it 
now !! 
* 
Jill Keegan Guest#16 No racisim in Scotland Mar 02, 2011, 13:37 
There is no place for racism directed towards minority groups in 
Scotland. Gypsy Travellers are amongst the most discriminated 
against in our society. It is very reassuring that people are taking 
postive action to create a fairer and more open minded society for 
Scotland and all it's people. 
* 
allan stewart  Guest #17 support gypsy and travellers rights 
without discrimanation  Mar 02, 2011   people that do this are very 
small minded i am from traveller origin and proud of my roots and 
will always support the travelling people 
* 
Martha Stewart  Guest #18    Mar 02, 2011, 14:20 
@  #17: allan stewart  Well said cousin all we want to do is live in 

 



 

peace with everyone else as most of the settled people want to.  
These people who set up the fb page with all the derogatory 
comments are thankfully in the minority but should not be ignored.  
What they are doing, is not fair, not right and very very dangerous. 
*jess smith  Guest #19  Mar 02, 2011, 14:44     @  #10: Gemma 
Hydes - NO MORE  
certain scaldies are like pack dogs-they hunt and destroy what 
is different. these are sad groups and should be ignored. To them 
we represent freedom to roam. they are controlled and cemented to 
pack laws where as we are unhindered and joined to mother earth. 
Don't fear them because it is the only way they are heard. They are 
born bigots, live in a bigoted world and die in it. Remember your 
ancestors my Gypsy kin; they knew the secrets of the old truth: and 
that is why King Henry 8th decreed all Gypsies were enemies of 
the fearsome God of the pulpit (not the loving father of all the 
world). That was when the hate began......... 
* 
Wendy Wood  Guest #20 Roma Hatred Mar 02, 2011, 16:28 
Inciting racial hatred and challenging people to do harm to an 
ethnic group is appalling, atrocious, illegal! STOP IT NOW. 
* 
Erin Donnelly  
Guest #21 Mar 02, 2011, 17:13  This should be for all 
minority groups! X 
* 
Andrew Boughen    
Guest #22 People hating peopleMar 02, 2011, 17:25 
I wish people would stop looking at people by the cover and find 
out whats on the in side if they did we would all get on alot better 
* 
amela w  Guest     Mar 02, 2011, 19:36    
ty allan !!! lats stop hate!!! 
* 
jaana jaakkola  Guest #24  Mar 02, 2011, 20:42 
Every human been have right to bee in Peace and free.  Stopp 

 



 

racism!!! 
* 
elja dissension   Guest #25 gypsy Mar 02, 2011, 20:51 
because of hates  pea k   (No goverment say no to this) racism is 
growing again. The fact that this racism includes Gypsy is such a 
shame, after what happened in WW2. And this must NOT happen 
again, NEVER!!!! 
* 
Lisa <3  Guest#26 Racism,Violence and Abuse has got 2 STOP 
Mar 02, 2011, 21:39   My Grandparents always hoped that this 
racism 2wards us Gypsies would end 1 day but alas i find it is still 
very much part of our every day lifes. It makes me sooo sad to 
think that there is sooo much hatred still in this world and all we 
want is 2 live in peace. I pray every night that, one day hopefully, 
those who cause us sooo much pain with their abuse will 
understand that we are HUMAN BEINGS and DO NOT deserve 2 
be treated in such a disgusting manner. Angel Blessings to u all. 
*Emma Harris  Guest #27 Mar 02, 2011, 22:03   
There is room on this planet for everyone!    (this is the smartest 
thing anyone, including I, the author, has said in this book) 
* 
Bill Bila  Guest #28   Mar 02, 2011, 23:09 
This must include hate pages against Roma in other languages.  
There are dozens of such hate sites written in Czech and Slovak. 
These people think they are expressing freedom of speech and they 
do not understand that there is a difference between freedom of 
expression and hate speech. Facebook must do a better job of 
monitoring for such activity. It is awful to read indignant remarks 
against Roma written under the influence of ignorance. 
Misinformation will always have a target audience which chooses 
to perpetuate a misinfomred point of view, however hateful 
remarks must not be tolerated. If these people do not have access 
to information that would allow them to acquire the knowledge to 
discern between the two, it is irresponsible for a public media to 
accept their ignorance as the basis for allowing such postings to 

 



 

remain in the public domain. Perhaps an international slander and 
libel lawsuit is in order in the courts of the UK if Facebook cannot 
self-monitor. 
* 
Patricia Randall  Guest #29 Gypsy/Roma/traveller  Hate Pages 
Mar 02, 2011, 23:12  As someone with many gypsy friends I really 
welcome this iniative to bring to the notice of Facebook 
management the very abhorrent nature of some individuals 
comments, many of which are unfounded and ill informed.  
* 
Tara Fisher  Guest #30 Mar 02, 2011, 23:34 
Lack of action by Facebook is encouraging these small-minded 
attitudes; what a disgrace. 
* 
Desiree Meats  Guest #31 About time  Mar 03, 2011, 02:03 
I have been appalled these last few months with the prejudice the 
gypsy community has to put up with. I was not privy to this until I 
made a few traveller friends, only to find out that there are 
facebook pages that openly call for violence against that 
community. Propaganda type accusations which Joseph Goebbels 
would have been proud of. Have we forgotten the valuable lessons 
Nazi Germany taught us? Have British soldiers died in vain to 
overthrow these type of activities? Have we forgotten Auschwitz -
Birkenau, Maidanek, Sobibor, Treblinka and the other camps 
where not only 6 million Jews but also 3 million gypsies, a much 
larger percentage of the total gypsy population than even the Jews? 
Is it really that long ago that we forget the lessons? Are we falling 
into the 'who does not learn from the past, is destined to repeat it'. 
Lets take a stand and show that people running facebook care 
about every community in the world, not just the ones where 
discrimnation would cause outrage in the papers. The page about 
the Stonehaven travellers is a case in point where Facebook 
should have pulled the plug before they were made aware of 
the fact that the founders of the page where inciting lynching, 
preventing families from getting basic food supplies and even 

 



 

suggesting that there were peadofiles amongst the men on the 
site.   Personally I am disgusted that the monitors of the site did 
not pick up on this.   A concerned non gypsy, who believes that 
human rights are for everyone, not just the people who scream the 
loudest. 
* 
John Hayes  Guest #32 Mar 03, 2011, 03:02 
Although Roma hate pages specifically a U.S. issue, there's enough 
hate to go around in the States, & we should take a stand to 
demand that Facebook crack down on hate speech & calls to 
violence. These are not protected speech under the First 
Amendment. 
* 
ANN KELLY  Guest #33 Mar 03, 2011, 13:08 
my name is Ann, never had any probs. with traverlers or gypsy, 
after watching mbfgw on tv, which i know was edited for t.v. 
entertainment. I joined the page to leave comments about the show. 
on this link over time i made friends with all cultures, who now on 
my friends list. This page is still running. The abuse on this page 
is shocking, myself and others have complained to fb to no 
avail. The page is now taken over by haters, i know i shouldnt 
but i sometimes have to comment, which makes me feel im 
lowering myself to their standards. some monitering has to be 
done on such pages. Good luck.....xx 
*chloe needtoknow   Guest#34 Mar 03, 2011, 14:11 
this said about any other culture and there would be wars.. But we 
know who the bigots are.. 
* 
Nina Wenman  Guest #35 Mar 03, 2011, 15:42       stop racism 
* 
jennette smith Guest #36 Racism Mar 03, 2011, 16:29    This has 
to stop ..xx 
* 
Tim Jones  Guest #37       Mar 03, 2011, 17:06 
Romani Gypsies were among the victims of the holocaust. They 

 



 

should have at least as much protection from race hate as any other 
group. 
* 
shaun,micheal  Guest #38 Mar 03, 2011, 17:36     stop rascim !!!! 
* 
Eileen  Guest #39  Mar 03, 2011, 18:37     @#37: Tim Jones  
 I totally agree.... STOP this racism against an easily targeted 
group. 
* 
shazz Marriott  Guest #40 racism must stop .Mar 03, 2011, 19:23 
we must pull together to stop this hatred , 
* 
Tracie Giles  Guest #41 Mar 03, 2011, 21:49      Great idea x 
* 
Anne Laure Champenois   Mar 03, 2011, 22:12    No place for 
facist 
* 
curtis jeffery  Guest #43 good luck Mar 03, 2011, 23:04 
i pray the situation gets better in u.k 
* 
Catherine Fitzpatrick   
Guest #44 FB Hate Pages Mar 03, 2011, 23:49    Facebook needs 
to become the liberal mainstream platform where people go for 
civil, accountable socializing and organizing. That means adhering 
to the TOS which prohibits incitement of hatred to others on 
grounds of race, political affiliation, sexual orientation, class 
status, etc.  I'm for the First Amendment, and I'm for services in a 
free market creating First Amendment-level service agreements 
that permit any speech that does not incite imminent action. So 
hate pages that are a form of extreme discussion not inciting hatred 
might go on such another platform with a higher threshold for First 
Amendment compliance.  I don't think FB, as the largest 
commercially viable platform should be required to enforce the 
First Amendment regarding hate speech.  For that, there's always 
Youtube comments : ) 

 



 

* 
Lizzy Anderson  Guest #45 Sign Petition Mar 04, 2011, 00:06 
Please sign this petition, there should be no hate towards anyone 
who ever they are. 
* 
Ronald Lee  Guest #46 Gypsy/Roma/Traveller Hate Pages Mar 
04, 2011, 01:43   The practice of allowing the publishing of hate 
material against Gypsies/Roma/Travellers or any other ethnic, 
religious or cultural group should not be permitted on Facebook. 
* 
Susan Chalcroft  Guest #47    Mar 04, 2011, 05:21 
Everyone must be treated with respect. Everyone must be free to 
practice their culture and lore. Do what thou wilt and harm none. 
Respect human rights, the rights of the child, indigenous rights. 
Respect the planet you live on and the rich and diverse life forms. 
* 
Frank Bowman  Guest #48 Nomad living Mar 04, 2011, 10:07 
We are born to live on the Earth. We were not born to live in space. 
Why do we have to pay an admission fee to live? And why must 
we pay our whole lives to live on the planet we were born on?    
(Author’s Note: my thoughts exactly)  
* 
Gypsy Message Board  
Guest #49 Keep hope - a change is gonna come  
Mar 04, 2011, 11:28 
I was born by the river in a little tent 
Oh and just like the river I've been running ever since 
It's been a long, a long time coming 
But I know a change gonna come, oh yes it will 
Oh there been times that I thought I couldn't last for long 
But now I think I'm able to carry on 
It's been a long, a long time coming 
But I know a change gonna come, oh yes it will 
* 
Lynne Tammi (The author of this petition)   Mar 04, 2011, 11:44 

 



 

@ #50 Re: Keep hope - a change is gonna come  
@ #49: Gypsy Message Board - Keep hope - a change is gonna 
come 
Come the day the world is free from prejudice, GMB. 
*  
Satwant Kaur  Guest#52      Mar 04, 2011, 14:28 
It is appalling and acceptable that any form of social networking 
should collude in anyway. It is vital for immedate intervention and 
to take more direct action in combatting racial incitement and 
eliminate all forms of facism. 
* 
Sheila Stewart M.B.E.   
Guest #53 Discrimanation     Mar 04, 2011, 15:04 
I have been fighting for travellers rights for 55 years. I am a 
traveller. Thank God some one like you is prepared to help us. It is 
ignorance that causes the predudise. dont forget we Travellers were 
here before them. We are the roots of the tree, they are only the 
branches. Hope you can stop it on Facebook. Thank you    Sheila 
Stewart M.B.E. 
* 
Els de Groen   
Guest #54 No place for Hate Pages on Facebook Mar 04, 2011, 
16:35   This petition is a great initiative, but it is also a shame that 
it had to be initiated! 
* 
jennette smith  Guest #55 Mar 04, 2011, 19:27       Report it xx 
* 
Guest #56 Mar 04, 2011, 19:27      xx 
* 
v vhej  Guest #57 sick of bigotry  Mar 04, 2011, 21:12 
i'm just sick of bigots. lazy ignorant, idiots embarressing the whle 
species 
* 
Janet Butler  Guest #58      Mar 05, 2011, 00:36 
Do you realise that the verbal hatred on your site is discriminatory. 

 



 

Why are you allow this hatred to be shown, if it were any other 
discrimination you would move it.  This will go further if you do 
not do anything about it. MPs will be informed, and all media. 
Everything will be done within the law. This is coming from some 
one that is not a Gypsy/ Roma, or traveller. 
* 
jamie mackay  Guest #59 Mar 05, 2011, 02:55 
hate pages are rascism so it shouldnt be allowed_ if it is then the 
creator of the page should be prosecuted! 
* 
steve martin  Guest #60    Mar 05, 2011, 04:25  
some of the most loyal people i know are GYPSYS and i know a 
few let them live there life as thay let us live ours in peace 
* 
Jan Meddick  Guest #61 Unfairness Mar 05, 2011, 08:30 
There have been many unjust, spiteful, nasty and just plain bigoted 
comments on different pages. if people don't wish to learn then 
please leave these pages alone and the innocent people on them x 
* 
Colleen Williams   Guest #62 Mar 05, 2011, 10:05 
Huh. Nudes are NOT Ok, but racism is? Gotcha, Zuckenberg. Got 
it LOUD and CLEAR... 
* 
Shaun Cudmore  Guest #63 quick response Mar 05, 2011, 10:35 
about time something should be done about this sort off 
thing.......... 
* 
louann jeffrey  Guest #64 no more hate Mar 05, 2011, 17:36 
this is for everyone who is friends with the hate page (reff talk 
show) someday you will get what you deserve for all the gossiping 
and lies you've spread you MASTER HYPOCRITE'S..I hope you'll 
love being alone and hated by EVERYONE!!  sorry but i think no 
one should give this page a friend we are sapose to be christian 
* 
pat kelly   

 



 

Guest #65 just think befoer you speek Mar 05, 2011, 17:45 
There is beauty in difference. No one is born a racist! Teach love 
and respect and welcome diversity. racism is an act of ignorance! 
* 
Guest  Guest #66    Mar 05, 2011, 18:01     
@ #64: louann jeffrey - no more hate  
amen to that 
* 
Guest  Guest #67  Mar 05, 2011   
@  #53: Sheila Stewart M.B.E. - Discrimanation  
amen to that 
* 
Anna Marie Stenberg    Guest #68   Mar 05, 2011, 18:03 
@ #11: donna gray - i hope facebook will address this problem 
* 
sandy lee  Guest #69 Mar 05, 2011, 19:54   One love!! 
*bert tomson   Guest #70 work good Mar 05, 2011, 20:51 
I support this petition i get tired of people who have never even 
met a gypsy judging me a bad person 
* 
terry hurst   Guest #71 Gypsies Mar 05, 2011, 21:50 
Just look to the performing arts world, many are Romany 
* 
Jenni Van-Evelingen  Guest #72 Mar 05, 2011, 22:36 
No-one has the right to judge anyone! Everybody is equal and has 
the right to oppose discrimination! 
* 
patrick burke  Guest #73 discrimination Mar 05, 2011, 23:46 
why is it so many people discriminate against gypsies/travellers i 
thought i lived in a country that was supposed to have no 
discrimination against any one it makes me sick to think there are 
people like you out there and i bet you have never even met a 
gypsy or traveller in your lives well i have and have great pleasure 
in sayin so i first met a gypsy when i was just 5 years old im now 
51 and respect the cultures of the gypsy people so i say to you so 

 



 

called y do you put the travelling community down when they are 
a much better class off people than you 
* 
johanna lee    Guest #74 Mar 06, 2011, 00:17 
WE ARE ONLY HUMAN . SOME PEOPLE THINK THAT WE 
HAVE NO FEELINGS BUT WE (DO)  HAVE . THANKS TO 
ALL THOSE OF YOU WHO TRY TO HELP US GOD BLESS 
YOU ALL . 
 * 
jono heyes    Guest #75 Mar 06, 2011, 12:28 
when public forums ensure the respect of each human being's need 
for dignity, love and understanding they become places for real 
change and growth. 
* 
Guest   Guest   #76 haters  Mar 06, 2011, 16:02 
i am not a gypsy but i am marrying one and have a two ur old little 
gypo and i love them both moor than life wot is it with ppl just cuz 
they are ppl with a name that makes em bad ppl er no it dont yh u 
can get the odd nasty one but thats just them take em as they are 
they have feeling to and are human just like any gorgey they shud 
be able to live a normal life how wud gorgeys feel if gypsys 
grouped together to single them out yh turn it round and there 
nuttin rong wit it as if so haters f**k off 
* 
georgia   Guest #77 Re: haters Mar 06, 2011, 16:11   @#76: lisa-
marie martin - haters   im not being funny but all my family and 
me are romany gypsy's and there is nothing wrong with them they 
are the same as everyone else they r al humans sooo people neeed 
to grow up and get a life becaz we all dont care wot yal think OK! 
* 
Patrick Gofre   Guest #78 Mar 06, 2011, 17:52 
People forget too easily world war II and it's atrocities. 
* 
jill gibbon  Guest #79 Mar 06, 2011, 20:15       You all have my 
upmost support. X 

 



 

* 
Robin Russell   Guest #80 Mar 06, 2011, 20:34 
If this had been anti semitic hate being promoted it would have 
been shut down immediately. This needs to stop... NOW 
* 
Kirsty Goodman   Guest #81 hate mail Mar 06, 2011, 20:36 
I think we should all think about our actions and how we can live 
in harmony and not incite hatred or tension 
* 
barbara hoyland   Guest #82 Mar 07, 2011, 03:54 
travlers are there own worst enemys like doing the big fat gipsy 
weddings gordes think we are all the same and no decent traverlers 
would be on such a program but it is this tipe of thing that puts us 
all down and you will never change people when idots do shows 
like  that and half of them are not even traverlers just wide ows 
gorges what to look at there own race how many are in prison for 
rape murder peaderfiles the prisons are over run with them so 
before thay call us scum and rubish thay want to take a good look 
at there selfs should we class them all the same l dont think so as 
we would be as bad as them there is good and bad in all walks of 
live 
* 
minie smith   Guest #83 no place for gipsy/roma/travler hate 
pagesMar 07, 2011, 19:55 
come all of you proper gipsys sign the petition to help us all 
* 
chris brown  Guest #84 petition !Mar 07, 2011, 21:18 
do not let them take away the rights of people who descend from 
one of the oldest travelling cultures in the world. and there should 
always be a place, in a free society, for people to enjoy the freedom 
to choose to be a traveller. 
* 
Helge Valama   Guest   #85 Fight for agaist Hatepages! Mar 08, 
2011, 06:45  Its very important to react on this issue. The hate 
speak, the hatespeak in the media, or someone else, is dangerous. 

 



 

We have seen it, in Hungary and many other places. Its start the 
hate, for many people, groups e.t.c 
* 
JOAN HOWELL  Guest #86     Mar 08, 2011, 11:06 
Gypsy Travellers - Respect everyone and speak up for their rights  
First they came…" is a famous statement attributed to Pastor 
Martin Niemöller (1892–1984) about the inactivity of German 
intellectuals following the Nazi rise to power and the purging of 
their chosen targets, group after group.  The text of the quotation is 
usually presented roughly as follows: 
First They came... - Pastor Martin Niemoller 
First they came for the communists, 
and I didn't speak out because I wasn't a communist. 
Then they came for the trade unionists, 
and I didn't speak out because I wasn't a trade unionist. 
Then they came for the Jews, 
and I didn't speak out because I wasn't a Jew. 
Then they came for me 
and there was no one left to speak out for me. 
* 
joan phillips  Guest #87 Mar 08, 2011, 16:06 
it needs too stop now to much hate towards us 
* 
aby jones 2k11 Guest #88  
Re: Gypsy/Roma/Traveller Hate PagesMar 08, 2011, 22:04  well i 
fink this page is pathetic if gypsys wanna go on facebook let them 
whats the big deal ? im a gypsy u dnt see me doing en harm n 
facebook so what is the big deal at the end of the day we are just 
people wif a difeerent ethnic back ground to gorja people and plus 
we have more morals than eny of them so u know leave gypsys 
alone they dnt do no harm for gods sake ! 
* 
TINA JACKSON   Guest #89 Mar 09, 2011, 00:07 
its absolutely terrible the way they were treated on my big fat 
gypsy wedding to evict them for god sake just leave gypsy's alone 

 



 

im gypsy by blood iv not grown up in the gypsy community im 
totally against it any hate ect no need ...for it everyone is equal no 
matter wot colour or background your from and everyone has a 
different way of living. to me that just racist after all it could be my 
family ect and i just don't understand why people in this day has to 
behave that way. they are ignorant racist gits 
* 
Connie Floyd    
Guest #90 I love my Gypsy friends Mar 09, 2011, 03:33 
This is not just a clique, but my best friend is a Gypsy. I've 
attended their family reunion and has never felt so welcome. With 
me being black and from the south, I have deep feeling toward 
prejudice and hatred against all people. Anything I can do to stop 
this on Facebook, I will be more than happy to do. 
* 
Mary Hendry   
Guest #91 Roma, Gypsy/ Travellers. Mar 09, 2011, 11:43 
All forms of race hate are to be abhorred. Gypsy/ Travellers and 
Roma communities are particularly easy targets. This kind of vile 
rant should not be allowed on Facebook and should be taken 
exactly for what it is. 'Incitement to Racial Hatred'. 
* 
Lynne Tammi   
Guest #92 Re: Roma, Gypsy/ Travellers. Mar 09, 2011, 11:59 
Agreed, Mary.   As you will know, the Council of Europe Advisory 
Committee of the FRAMEWORK CONVENTION FOR THE 
PROTECTION OF NATIONAL MINORITIES is visiting the UK 
at the moment. During their visit to Edinburgh yesterday they were 
presented with this petition, the signatures to date, media articles 
and a transcript of the race hate comments made on Facebook.  
Thanks to all who have signed the petition, please continue to 
share with family and friends. The petition will remain open for 
signing until the end of March. 
* 
lynda mcguigan   

 



 

Guest #93 Mar 09, 2011, 14:37  This should not be allowed to go 
on 
* 
rosie smith  Guest #94 no place for gypsy hate pages Mar 10, 
2011, 16:17  its wrong and shouldnt be allowed! 
* 
Kathrin Schulz  Guest #95 Mar 10, 2011, 20:11      
Stop dem Hass!!!!!!! 
* 
Susan Duval  Guest #96 Mar 10, 2011, 20:28       
Hope people take notice. 
* 
donna   Guest #97   Mar 10, 2011, 22:32 @  #14: DICK JONES 
- ROMA HATE PAGES 
Hit the nail on the head there, very well put across. 
* 
Ann Kobayashi  Guest #98      Mar 11, 2011, 04:12 
86 Traveller families at Dale Farm, Billericay, Essex are facing 
eviction from the land they own, have no identified authorised 
land to move to and are additionally stressed by the continuous 
stream of hostility on these pages. Some of the messages constitute 
incitements to violence against Travellers who already experience 
discrimination and marginalisation. Facebook needs to act 
responsibly, freedom of expression does not include the right to 
demonise an entire ethnic group and suggest ways of eliminating 
them. 
* 
Teresa Winter   Guest #99 us Mar 11, 2011, 15:16 
Im a gipsy girl myself and think people should be ashamed at how 
they treats us! 
* 
flora ball  Guest #100 gypsys-travelers Mar 11, 2011, 15:51 
everyone has the right to live their life how they want to without 
recriminations not all gypsys are bad people you get good and bad 
in all cultures so live and let live . 

 



 

* 
#101 Mar 12, 2011, 00:35 
im a true blooded gypsy living in australia we dont need pity just 
respect!!!!!!!!! 
* 
bridget barlow  Guest #102 Hatred. Mar 12, 2011, 00:48 
Why in this day and age do we hold such hatred to some people 
who prefer to live their life the way they want. They have the 
right to roam wherever they want to, its a free country, or are we 
mistaken, is it only free to a certain class of people. I think if you 
want to live your life without living in one place then so be it, if 
you want to travel? then travel. Live and let live, we are all human 
at the end of the day. 
* 
TINA JACKSON  Guest #103 Mar 12, 2011, 03:12 
I was in a homeless unit with my kids there was a gypsy family 
there too absolutely lovely could not have met nicer people im a bit 
byest cause I know gypsy's and travellers are nice natured cause im 
gypsy by blood iv not grown up in the same community my father 
is a gypsy traveller. and im the same they were they told me that 
the council had kick them off their land destroyed there home 
then the council said they would not house them cause they 
made themselves intentionally homeless well excuse me if the 
council had just left them alone and kept off there land that 
they own they still would be living in their home all this hate and 
racism needs to stop towards gypsy's - travellers we are all human 
* 
sherlene macdonald  Guest #104 Mar 12, 2011, 17:07         place 
for traveller xx 
* 
julie ducker  Guest #105 live and let live Mar 12, 2011, 20:00 
just leave the travellers/gyspys alone there human like everyone 
stop treartin them as if they gt a disease. people ave a heart and 
stop trying t play god 
* 

 



 

Sarah Gibson  Guest #106 Mar 12, 2011, 22:28 
racism towards gypsy/roma/travellers needs to stop. 
* 
saniye jasaroska  Guest #107 Mar 13, 2011, 13:35    roma rights is 
the same as human right... 
*Jessica Dickinson  Guest#109 individuality Mar 13, 2011, 18:08 
Everyone on this planet has the right to be individual and have 
their own views however when that view crosses the borders of 
racism or race hate then that said view needs to be quashed and 
reported. 
* 
shaun parkes  Guest #110    Mar 14, 2011, 23:09 
FACEBOOK – NO PLACE FOR GYPSY/ROMA/ TRAVELLER 
HATE PAGES  
nowt wrong with travellers ! just because they dont want to stay 
put dosnt make em bad people whats wrong with freedom ? 
* 
colin kendall   Guest  #111 minoritiesMar 16, 2011, 10:34 
to hate because of a humans colour is not only indefencible, 
immoral, it is also stupid. 
* 
milica pesic  Guest #112 Gypsi/Roma/ travellers' rights Mar 16, 
2011, 16:04 
pls share the info with your network. it's from A12 in Scotland. 
* 
This post has been removed by the author of this petition   Mar 25, 
2011, 06:18 
* 
Guest #114 Mar 26, 2011, 23:40 
Traverlers are the same as us decent people, its so upsetting to see 
such sick horrible comments about them, it shouldn't be allowed, I 
realy hope something gets done about all the abusive hate pages 
againts traverlers many thanks hayleyxxx 
* 
 This post has been removed by its writer      Mar 27, 2011, 01:23 

 



 

* 
This post has been removed by its writer    Mar 27, 2011, 01:24 
* 
tracey edwards  Guest #117 Mar 27, 2011  no more hate travellers 
and gypsy are human 
* 
Guest #118 Mar 27, 2011, 02:07 
Roma/Gypsies/Travellers are the last targets of legitimised, 
institutionalised, and ignored prejudice. Ethnic status is not 
confined to belonging to a particular area or country but to deeply 
held valued traditions and customs that are practised through a 
continued people and thus define them. 
* 
yann svenski  Brighton Guest #119      Mar 28, 2011, 15:26 
@ #1: Debbie Pearson - Gypsy/Roma/Traveller Hate Pages 
I quite agree. If the adults don't stop this now, what chances have 
our chavvies. Shout loud and be heard 
* 
yann svenski Brighton  Guest #120 Mar 28, 2011, 15:29 
I think this petition should be followed up by more because there 
are people out there that have only just noticed it, like myself. Not 
only I am I proud to be part of the Romani Folki Community, I am 
proud that my children and grandchildren are and we have as much 
rights as anyone else. Long Live the Romani Folki. 
 * 
This post has been removed by the author of this petition  Apr 02, 
2011, 05:33 
* 
This post has been removed by the author of this petition   Apr 03, 
2011, 17:47 
* 
This post has been removed by the author of this petition Apr 08, 
2011, 01:03 
* 
Guest #124 Re: Jun 22, 2011, 20:05       @ #82: barbara 

 



 

hoyland - 
lets get one thing straight.. big fat gypsy is shite.  i should know as 
i am a true gypsy and what you see on the telly is pure irish tinker 
shit which does not show the truth behind real gypsys..  complaints 
have been made about that programme and an apology has been 
sent to the real gypsy community, so think before you open your 
trash mouth please.  there are 2 types of gypsys, trash (irish)  and 
everyone else ...   (isn’t it amazing how this “true” gypsy here 
hates on the Irish & Scottish Traveller?  This is a pattern that will 
emerge over the next several hundred pages…which brings me to 
the sad conclusion that EVERYBODY looks for someone to look 
down on)   
* 
Guest #125 Jul 19, 2011, 15:17 
It is very sad to see how Travellers are treated. If you are guilty of 
mistreating anyone based on lifestyle and beliefs, you should be 
ashamed of yourselves. Viewing my big fat gypsy wedding made 
me cry at how this racism continues. It is time to evolve and for 
acceptance. 
* 
Petition closed Mar 27, 2011   
Thanks to all who have signed this petition. It will now be 
forwarded to Facebook, Governments, the UN and the Council of 
Europe.   
                                                                                                                              
© Lynne Tammi               
***************************************************** 
http://www.cableforum.co.uk/board/20/44135-pikeys-human-
rights-what-about-us-page-4.html 
 
      Pikeys - Human Rights - What about us? 
       (Author’s Note:  the slur “Pikey” refers to the turnpikes 
(highways) they are often forced to sleep by) 
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08-03-2006, 21:36 Bill C    I asked you earlier - Is it only 
Gypsy's who camp on public land, drive untaxed, uninsured and 
stolen cars, go around stealing, half tarmacing driveways before 
doing a runner or dumping rubbish on their illegal campsites?  
Indeed it is. They are the ones that are doing this. The real 
Gypsy's dont do it. I am not and would never call real Gypsy's 
"pikeys".   The group that plonked themselves on the land by me 
called themselves "Gypsy's" i called them pikeys as they fit your 
description completely. Depends how you look at them. By the 
way have you had them parked at the back of your house and you 
have had to have someone in your house at all times so you don’t 
get robbed ? or had to have you windows closed because they have 
emptied the chemical toilet right at the back of you house. 
*  
08-03-2006, 21:37  Ramrod   Not all gypsys and travellers are 
how you would have us believe, As I said before- there are bad 
elements in every socioeconomic group - labelling them all as the 
same shows a fundamental lack of willingness on your part to 
believe that anything other than socially disfunctional is the norm 
where these people are concerned and that is patently not true.  
How come you are so sure? Do you have personal experience of 
honest, non littering, non scamming, tax paying pikeys?   Actually, 
the way the pikey tarmacking thing works in Kent is one of 2 
ways.....either they give you a price which is quite reasonable, do 
the job and then say that the quoted sum was per meter......or (now 
that people are wise to that one) they quote a price and then once 
the work is done they merely say that they had actually quoted a 
higher (exorbitant) price and demand you pay up (with menaces) 
.......I have personal experience of both of those situations. (my 
father and a neighbour)  oops, sorry....I forgot a third scam.......they 
roll up and demand that you pay them for earlier tarmacking (that 
you didn't want and didn't know anything about before it appeared 
on your drive) 
* 
08-03-2006, 21:47   Escapee    I had the last happen many years 

 



 

ago, they kindly filled in the pot holes on my grandfathers 
driveway. He had told them not to touch it but they ignored him, he 
called the police but I arrived before them.  They got the message 
from me alright! 
* 
08-03-2006, 21:50   Ramrod    Good job they didn't know where 
you lived!  
*   
08-03-2006, 21:58 Escapee  They did, because I lived with my 
grandfather then, they had apparently been hanging about and 
driving up and down the road over the period of a few days. I 
guess they had decided that he was an old guy living on his own 
and an easy target, they probably had a few targets in the area.  
They do not want physical violence, but they gamble that 99% will 
either pay up or run in the house and call the police. I suppose you 
could say they would be more likely to come back if the police had 
arrived, I may of used threatening behaviour but they were able to 
go on and scam someone else without having to face the police.  
They always seem to find an excuse or lame story to come onto 
your property for a look around, usually asking about tarmac or 
removing garden rubbish is just to see if you have anything worth 
stealing. 
* 
08-03-2006, 22:09    Maggy J Cable Forum Team    think that we 
are getting a little to hot under the collar about this.  I will always 
champion the rights of true gypsies or Romanies because they are 
very strict about matters of hygiene and   morality and have a very 
strict code by which they live. It would be rather tedious if we 
were all the same and living the same. I can't but wonder why we 
should become homogenised as one kind of cultural grouping? 
Why should our way of life be considered better than theirs? If 
they pay their way and live decent lives but on the move who am I 
to call them names and object to their way of life. Why do we all 
have to be the bloody same?  Those travellers who don't cause 
trouble  (and I'm sure there must be some)  and leave places as 

 



 

they found them, well good luck to them if they can find a 
decent legal site.  As for the others well I reckon the thought of 
them living in a council house somewhere on your estate might be 
rather more than you could bear. Better they are roaming from 
place to place perhaps? After all how many are there of awful 
families that make their communities a living horror?  No getting 
rid of them easily and the damage they cause a community can also 
be expensive plus the costs of cleaning up after them falls on the 
local taxpayer anyway.  And before you ask if I'd like them next to 
me. yes to true Romanies and those decent travellors that exist 
and of course no to the last sort.  I think it is time for a proper 
discussion of how to deal with these differing groups was 
undertaken by the government and some solid provisions and plans 
were made for those who genuinely need more legal sites. At the 
moment nothing is done while the problem is just moved on and 
on. Perhaps if we wrote en masse to the government and relevant 
agencies in large enough numbers something might be done about 
it.  Ranting hate filled threads like this won't sort the problem 
however. I have been very uncomfortable reading this thread in it's 
entirety as I know that the majority of the people here are decent, 
kind and generous human beings. 
* 
 08-03-2006, 22:14 Escapee  As I have stated before, there is a 
family in my area who were originaly gypsies, the one woman 
around my age goes in my local pub. If you mention these 
travellers/scammers to her it makes her blood boil. True gypsies 
will have nothing to do with these new age travellers or pikies, 
however true gypsies appear to be a very small percentage of the 
people who live in caravans these days. 
*    
08-03-2006, 23:11   ScaredWebWarrior   You talking to me?  
It pains me to point this out to you but it was you who titled this 
thread "Gypsy's - Human Rights - What about us?". Not "Pikeys", 
but "Gypsy's".  You are absolutely right. I'm sure the suffering you 
went through to point that out was bareable. 

 



 

 
“I'm not about to go round in circles on this” <SNIP> Except you 
ARE going around in circles and you ARE continuing to accuse 
me of racism, yet it is quite plain that there is NO racism involved 
in this debate - except in your head!  Your comments quite clearly 
have the potential to offend and undermine someones dignity. As I 
tried to point out there are law abiding and successful members of 
the travelling community who integrate well with the settled 
society. Your generalizations are an affront to their continued 
attempts to do so.  If I offend a pikey, then I will not apologise for 
it - after all THEY don't apologise for being anti-social.  My only 
generalisation is that the thieving, anti-social, morons that camp on 
public land ARE pikeys. Therefore, it is also clear that any 
travellers that are "law abiding and successful members of the 
travelling community who integrate well with the settled society" 
are NOT included in that generalisation.  I will not tolerate pikeys. 
Any travellers/gypsies that stick to legal and social rules - fine. 
Live and let live, I say. 
 
“You've been called out on this and you don't like it.”   No at all. 
You've been going on, and on about racism where there was none. 
Whatever point you were trying to make has been lost in your 
attempt to whitewash the pikeys. 
 
“Don't, however, try to dance around the core issue of your 
inability to treat people as individuals by twisting / 
misinterpreting my words to try and somehow validate your 
stance.”  You are the only one to have twisted words. You 
attributed racism where there was none. 
 
“Not all gypsys and travellers are how you would have us 
believe”  
  
No, but all pikeys are pikeys.   I asked you earlier - “Is it only 
gypsy's who camp on public land, drive untaxed, uninsured and 

 



 

stolen cars, go around stealing, half tarmac-ing driveways before 
doing a runner or dumping rubbish on their illegal campsites?”  
Maybe there are other people who do some of these things 
sometimes - only pikeys do ALL of them all of the time. 
 
“Are you prepared to give a straight honest answer?” To what 
question? I've responded to everything you've posted. Even the 
stupid attempts at trying to bring racism into the debate.   BTW - 
you have so far avoided answering a single of my questions. 
*  
 08-03-2006, 23:15   Stuart  Cable Forum Team     If your 
problem is with Pikeys, why not call the thread "Pikey's human 
rights - What about us?" 
*    
08-03-2006, 23:42    Anonymous   I may have come in on this 
thread late, but I always thought the word "gypsy" was 
synonymous with "traveller", i.e. gypsies travel around. The idea 
of a permanent encampment - there's one near me with permanent 
buildings, never mind caravans - seems to contradict that. Any 
camp a true gypsy might make is, by definition, temporary. A 
stationary gypsy is a contradiction in terms.  Or have I missed 
something? 
* 
08-03-2006, 23:51    Angua  Beware - Menopausal 
True, but our settled (in large bungalows) Gypsies still refer to 
themselves as Travellers and would not in any way be associated 
with Gypsies, Tinkers, Pikeys or New Age Travellers. Those that 
travel mostly with the fairs during most of the year have regular 
sites with space for a static and mobile van and contribute to the 
local community. 
*  
09-03-2006, 01:38  Mr Angry     Angry is as angry does.. 
 “You are absolutely right. I'm sure the suffering you went 
through to point that out was bareable.”        It would be 
considerably more bearable if it were to produce a factual answer 

 



 

rather than a predisposition to a racist attitude which seems 
unrelenting even when confronted with the law of the land. 
 
“Except you ARE going around in circles and you ARE 
continuing to accuse me of racism, yet it is quite plain that there 
is NO racism involved in this debate - except in your head!”        
I'm sorry, but that was a point of law which I quoted earlier - not 
my opinion or something in my "head". You obviously have a 
problem in understanding that. 
 
“If I offend a pikey, then I will not apologise for it - after all 
THEY don't apologise for being anti-social.”  It's a secular, fascist 
attitude like this which prevents any progress in modern socety. 
"Two wrongs don't make a right" 
 
“Why didn't you make that particular distinction / generalization 
earlier? The burglars who broke into my house and stole my car 
several weeks ago - they didn't camp on public land.”    Based on 
your rationale - should I advise CID to rule out "Pikeys" from their 
initial line of enquiries? Please advise. 
 
“I will not tolerate pikeys.”  That generalization pretty much 
substantiates my previous assertion that your tendancies are more 
racist and preprejudiced than formed from any type of proven 
social interaction or personal experiences(s). 
 
“travellers/gypsies that stick to legal and social rules - fine. Live 
and let live, I say.” 
Hooray!! for you - However, there's something ironic about 
someone espousing the sociological merits of a particular group 
who "stick" to legal rules (that's a new concept - "legal rules" - 
here on planet earth we call "legal rules" "the law") when they 
themselves would question the validity of tenets of law quoted to 
them.   My earlier quote from the Race Relations Act refers, as 
indeed do comments attributable to, and by, you which have been 

 



 

made and published in the context of this thread. 
 
“You are the only one to have twisted words. You attributed 
racism where there was none.”  See above. 
 
“No, but all pikeys are pikeys.”  This is not in dispute. 
 
“Maybe there are other people who do some of these things 
sometimes (Really? Do you seriously think so?) - only pikeys do 
ALL of them all of the time.” To what question? I've responded to 
everything you've posted. Even the stupid attempts at trying to 
bring racism into the debate.   BTW - you have so far avoided 
answering a single of my questions.   I don't actually recall you 
asking a direct question - I may be wrong - but I seem to recall that 
anything you have mooted on this subject, including the thread 
title, you have put forward as a statement of fact without any 
substantive evidence to endorse same.  If you're intent on arguing 
then please at least make the effort. Otherwise, if you've a question 
to ask, feel free to do so. 
*    
 09-03-2006, 06:00 Nidge    Theres nothing stopping travellers 
buying houses legit.  And if they state they dont have the money 
then Its rubbish as we sold loads of £22,000 4x4's to pikeys in 
more cambe all cash deals. I thought the maximum spend on a car 
in cash was £10,000, this is to stop money laundering. 
*  
 09-03-2006, 09:24   ScaredWebWarrior 
</endless accusations of racism> 
I'm getting tired of your continued attempts to brand me as racist.  
You will note that several others have agreed with what I have 
said, and they too have used the word pikey. I note that you have, 
however, chosen to single me out for the racist label.  Go find a 
new bridge   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
©  Cable Forum 

 



 

***************************************************** 
http://www.metro.co.uk/news/79744-pikey-is-now-a-race-hate-
word    
 
    'Pikey' is now a race hate word (2007) 
 
It's now an offence to label a traveller a 'pikey'.  A gardener is 
thought to have made legal history after being convicted of racially 
aggravated harassment for using the word 'pikey'.  Lee Coleman 
repeatedly used the term, a derogatory reference to gypsies and 
Travellers, in a drunken outburst over a nightclub entry fee.  He 
was arrested after hurling abuse at a manageress and punching a 
bouncer at the club.  The 28-year-old denied the charges at first 
before pleading guilty.  He told the manageress, who had asked 
him to pay the £3.50 fee to enter Bugatti's in Crowborough, East 
Sussex, in March to 'p*** off', magistrates in Lewes heard. 
Prosecutor Simon Allen claimed Coleman had said: 'I'm not paying 
you, you pikey.' When told to leave he added: 'She is a pikey, she 
has nicked my mate's jacket.'  Coleman, of Crowborough, was 
given a 12-month community order and told to do 200 hours of 
unpaid work. He was also ordered to pay £50 compensation to the 
doorman and £100 court costs.  He admitted assaulting the 
bouncer. The Crown Prosecution Service said it was unaware of 
any previous convictions for using the word 'pikey' in a racial 
context. 
 
In September, Marco Pierre-White was rapped for using the 
expression 'pikey's picnic' on ITV reality show Hell's Kitchen. It 
sparked a row with ex-Blue star Lee Ryan, who walked out of the 
show. 
                                                                                                                                
©   Metro News  
*****************************************************h
ttp://www.travellerstimes.org.uk/list.aspx?c=00619ef1-21e2-40aa-
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8d5ef7c38586d32f&n=0b4ffbe4-1651-40b3-bca8-fd2abfc987c5 
 
 School says sorry after teacher calls pupil 'pikey' 
                                       29/09/2009 
 
Harmless fun?  Spoof toys and t-shirts often use the word Pikey  
(see website for actual products of this nature), despite the fact that 
it is now recognised as a term of racist abuse for Gypsies and 
Travellers.  A High school in Staffordshire has apologised to the 
stepson of a Romany Gypsy after a teacher told a scruffy pupil he 
"looked like a pikey".  The remark was made during an RE lesson 
at Weston Road High School, Stafford, in July when a male pupil 
entered a classroom with his tie undone.  Connor Riley, aged 15, 
was also in the class and was stunned by the slur – classed as a 
racist insult to Travellers – because his stepfather Trevor Holland is 
a Romany Gypsy.  Connor did not tell his stepfather until August 
because he feared it would upset him. But at the time the teenager 
confronted the teacher.  He said: "As soon as I heard it I jumped 
out of my seat and told the teacher that what she had said was bang 
out of order. I could have said a lot more than I did.  She didn't say 
anything to apologise to me at the time. My stepdad got a letter 
later on from the school saying the teacher didn't know what the 
word meant. It felt like an enforced apology to me." 
 
 Stepfather Mr Holland has lived in settled accommodation for 
much of his life, but his parents were both pure Romany Gypsies. 
Mr Holland believes the 'pikey' slur suggested Gypsies are untidy.  
He said: "What the teacher said is an insult to not just me, but to 
every Gypsy. She insulted everything I stand for.  This is why 
people get us wrong. Romany Gypsies do not leave a mess, thieve 
or rip people off. We are clean and tidy people. The message the 
teacher is sending out to a class full of children is that it is 
acceptable to say Gypsy people are messy and untidy. She is lucky 
to have her job."  Mr Holland said he is not satisfied with the 

 



 

school’s formal response to his complaint.  He said: "We are told 
the teacher didn't know the meaning of the word, but if that's the 
case then why did she say it?  I've had a letter and a call from the 
headteacher, but why won't the teacher offer to apologise to me 
face-to-face?"   Headteacher Dr Greg Taylor said: "An 
unacceptable remark was made by a teacher and this matter has 
been dealt with.  A verbal and written apology have been made by 
the school and Mr Holland originally accepted the apology from 
me." 
 
                                Pikey: A term of racist abuse 
The word pikey has been classed as a term of racist abuse since 
2007. In December 2007 at Lewes Magistrates' Court, Lee 
Coleman, 28, admitted using racially-aggravated threatening words 
and behaviour after a row with a nightclub manageress. He had 
told her: "I'm not paying you, pikey." 
 
According to the Oxford English Dictionary, Pikey was first used 
in print in the Times in 1837, referring to strangers who had come 
to the Isle of Sheppey island to harvest. Later that century it meant 
a "turnpike traveller" or vagabond.  But in more recent years it has 
become a term of abuse and in the eyes of the law using it can even 
be deemed a racist offence, given its association with Irish 
travellers and Romany Gypsies. It was popularised by the film 
Snatch which featured Brad Pitt playing an Irish Traveller 
bareknuckle fighter. 
 
Charlotte Brewer, Oxford University lexicographer, says the 
Oxford English Dictionary clearly labels it as an offensive term 
that came from the word "pike" meaning a road on which a toll is 
collected.    “There is no word more offensive to a traveller,” says 
Cliff Codona, chairman of the National Travellers Action Group.   
"I'm very proud of Lewis Hamilton. It's fantastic what he's doing 
for the reputation of the country, absolutely outstanding. But I 
would never think of calling that boy a certain derogatory word - 

 



 

that's what 'pikey' is to me and my community." 
                                                                                                                          
©  Travellers Times 
***************************************************** 

MISSING LINK!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 

       The growth of gypsy camps is yet another reason  
         why the Human Rights Act should be abolished 
                        The Mail, UK/June 16, 2009 
                                by Harry Phibbs 
 
Farmers across Britain are finding their livelihoods under attack 
from illegal gypsy camps which are multiplying to an extent quite 
out of control as a result of legislation passed in the name of 
human rights.  Evidently some people need to be reminded that 
human rights in Britain existed before we signed up to the 
European Convention on Human Rights in 1951.  They certainly 
existed before the New Labour 1998 Human Rights Act. A rather 
more credible starting point would be the Magna Carta of 1215.  
New Labour have been casually destroying our real human rights - 
such ancient liberties as trial by jury, presumption of innocence, 
habeas corpus, and the safeguard against 'double jeopardy'.  At the 
same time they have been piling onto the statute book new 'human 
rights' which are nothing of the sort.   
 
The sanctity of private property is the basis of a free society, a 
fundamental human right, yet it has been under attack as part of 
the fraudulent 'human rights' agenda.  Tony Blair skewed the legal 
system away from protecting the rights of ordinary British people. 
In this project he was spurred on by the desire to be 'modern' and 
'progressive'.  He was chivvied on by European Union bureaucrats 
and his barrister wife Cherie - who has done very well out of the 
burgeoning human rights industry.  Someone else who is doing 
very nicely out of it is a former Lib Dem MP called Matthew 
Green. He was defeated in his Ludlow constituency at the last 

 



 

General Election in 2005 and appears to be seeking revenge on the 
electorate.  Green has used the knowledge he acquired of the 
planning law to back travellers facing eviction from sites.   
 
Before the Human Rights Act there were just under 300 illegal 
sites in England officially tolerated by the authorities. Bad enough 
you might think - especially if it was your land they were squatting 
on.  But by January this year that had quadrupled to 1,279. The 
total number of illegal sites more than doubled from 1,166 to 
3,680.  This weekend I visited a hard working farmer in Dorset. He 
can't sleep too soundly at night as he has to listen out for gypsies 
raiding his diesel supply.  All the police will offer is advice on 
security so that the gypsies steal the diesel from someone else. My 
friend feels let down. He feels the law is not on his side. 
 
'If you want to build a new home you have to get planning 
permission first. But if you are a traveller you can bend the 
planning law - building where you like thanks to the Human Rights 
Act.'  Article 8 of the Human Rights Act says that everyone has a 
'right to respect for his private and family life, his home and his 
correspondence.'  Sounds lovely.  
 
But councils use it as an excuse not to take enforcement action to 
clear illegal traveller encampments.  Instead they send abusive 
replies accusing those who object to planning permission of being 
'racist'. Tory leader David Cameron has retained the pledge from 
his predecessor Michael Howard that the Human Rights Act should 
go.  'Since the advent of the Human Rights Act, judges are 
increasingly making our laws,' David Cameron said in a speech 
last month.  'The EU and the judges - neither of them accountable 
to British citizens - have taken too much power over issues that are 
contested aspects of public policy and which should therefore be 
settled in the realm of democratic politics.  'It's no wonder people 
feel so disillusioned with politics and Parliament when they see so 
many big decisions that affect their lives being made somewhere 

 



 

else.'  Cameron was enraged not only by the Human Rights Act 
putting gypsies above the law but also over other scandals arising 
out of the Act - including allowing the killer of head master Philip 
Lawrence to escape deportation.  Some say that repealing the 
Human Rights Act won't in itself solve all these problems. That 
there are plenty of other rules coming out of the European Union 
that can facilitate perverse outcomes. Maybe.  But repealing the 
Human Rights Act would be a good start. Labour will portray such 
a move as 'reactionary' and being 'against human rights'.  Whether 
the electorate will agree with them is another matter. 
                                                                                                                         
©  The Mail (U.K.) 
***************************************************** 
http://austrianindependent.com/news/General_News/20120408/10
812/Racism_row_over_gypsy_gunman_story 
        
      Racism row over gypsy gunman story 
 
09. 04. 12.     An Austrian journalist has filed a legal complaint 
against a newspaper in Switzerland that showed a front-page of the 
gypsy child pointing a gun at the cameramen with the warning 
"The Roma are coming - robberies in Switzerland".  The picture on 
the current edition of Weltwoche shows the young boy holding the 
gun with both hands and leads to a series of articles inside 
highlighting crime by gypsies.It includes the case of an elderly 
Swiss person conned into thinking that her nephew wanted to 
borrow some money.  The row deepened over the weekend when it 
was revealed that the photograph was not shot in Switzerland – but 
was taken in 2008 in Kosovo by Italian photographer Livio 
Mancini who took the snap of a family that lives on a rubbish tip 
and makes money by recycling rubbish found among the garbage. 
He said the picture was on sale as a stock photo and he had no 
control on what context it was used, and had not spoken to the 
paper.   
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The article prompted a furious reaction on the newspapers 
Facebook site and an Austrian journalist Klaus Kamolz has now 
filed a complaint for inciting racial hatred against the article – 
which was also available on the Internet.  Weltwoche editorial 
spokesman Philipp Gut said he did not understand what all the 
anger came from adding: "The cover story symbolises the actual 
situation that gypsy gangs use and abuse their children for criminal 
purposes." 
                                                                                                                 
© Austrian Independent 
***************************************************** 
 
http://uk.answers.yahoo.com/question/index?qid=20111201091216
AAvHpJA 
                     How come people hate gypsies? 
 
where do gypsies live and how come people hate them, were do 
they come from and how did they end up here in england. have u 
ever met a gypsy before.   (Dec  2011) 
* 
LJ     Best Answer - Chosen by Asker 
Generally people hate gypsies because of where they stay. Not all 
are bad - there are many who are nice people, who live legally and 
don't bother others. However, there are those that travel round and 
set up caravans/motorhomes where they shouldn't. For example, 
public car parks, parks and fields. Some of these will also litter and 
mess up the area or cause trouble and this isn't fair on the local 
community, especially if it's a park where children play. 
* 
James   They are ignorant, disrespectful and leave their rubbish 
everywhere. They **** on the ground outside their caravans, and 
when the land becomes to uninhabitable, they move on and do it 
all again. And yes, I have met some before. They allowed their 
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children to wave air-rifles around, and let their dogs **** 
everywhere. They were rude and aggressive, and threatened to 
"******* kill you, unless you get off my ******* land" Despite 
the fact they were staying on someone else's land. 
* 
Mark   They live everywhere now, and it is the current thought 
they a LONG time ago came from India; most of the ones in North 
America have settled down now for at LEAST 60 years; and 
SOME people (you know, like Nazis - the next time you encounter 
some who "hates" them, just ask them sweetly "are you a neo-
Nazi?") hate gypsies "because they're different and they speak that 
funny language" (which is actually a modernized version of 
Sanskrit). 
* 
muley   Thought to originated in or about India. Travelled and a 
few ended up in England. Respectable and hard working people. I 
know this as have met many.  Not to be muddled up with 
Travellers, whom have Irish origins, and a load of hangers on.  I 
think I have gave a fair answer. 
* 
Sam   In caravans on our land. They refuse to abide by the law. 
They trespass. Don't pay tax.  Will park there caravan in your back 
garden if they can. Violent, rude and need to get out of this country 
but our police are scared of them. 
* 
Samantha   They have a reputation of being squatters, take space 
of your land but don't pay taxes. They break the laws and marry 
within their family members. Not sure if it's true but just from what 
I heard. 
* 
maz22 c   they are not genuine gypsies they are travellers and its 
because they leave their rubbish for others to clean up 
* 
Garden   from india and egypt they come.  and we hate them 
because they steal. 

 



 

Source(s):  3 times my bike was stolen by gypsies 
* 
In Love With The Idea of Love 
I've never met a gypsy before but I heard that Cher Lloyd is one. I 
don't hate gypsies at all. I don't hate anyone. 
* 
BLOCKHEA...    i thought people hated Gypsies, Tramps and 
Thieves?  (Cher) 
                                                                                                                                    
© Yahoo. UK 
***************************************************** 
http://answers.yahoo.com/question/index?qid=20070415235929A
AGXS0T 
 
Gypsy life and people who hate it?        (2007) 
i wanna say that i dont understand why some people hate gypsy so 
bad even those who are christian that not right sure a long time a 
go we was bad not gonna lie but we change we found God He 
make us from bad to Good and if he can forgive us for what our 
people did why can u why are you better tell me all we wana do it 
praise God and if that make u mad i am sorry we aint the stoleing 
lieing gypsy we use to be it hav that been that way for about 50 
year ok yes some still do that but that cause there dum lol really 
thay dont know God so please the same way jesus forgave us YOU 
SHOULD TO GOD BLESS YOU 
just a guy 
 
Best Answer - Chosen by Asker 
Uhm.... 
I am a Gypsy (bonafide Romani... "Gypsy") and I like my life, 
thank you. I like my people. I like my history and culture.  I do not 
understand your question, but I shall try to answer.  The "lying, 
stealing Gypsy" is a stereotype. Romani are no more likely to steal 
than any other ethnicity. It is a stereotype that brings us much 
personal grief and we try to dispel every blasted day. One of the 
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things that contributes to this stereotype in America is "gypsy 
crime". This is a growing trend and the criminals are NOT 
necessarily "Gypsy". They use the name. Most are Gadje. WE, 
the REAL Gypsies, suffer for it.  As far as "Gypsy life", that is 
however a Gypsy lives.  I live in a home. That is MY Gypsy life. 
Our past has a long history of nomadic travels and some, to this 
day, travel. That is THEIR Gypsy life. None of us require 
forgiveness for living our lives.  Now, the criminal element 
amongst us should be prosecuted to the full extent of the law, of 
course, just like every other criminal.  I am not Christian but, if I 
were Christian, I would say "God made me Romani" and, as such, 
if I understand your beliefs, He did not make an error. If I 
understand correctly... "God does not make mistakes". 
* 
Asker's Comment:  well thank u u say what i want it to hear i am 
just saying Stop puting thing on us when something happen that all 
every time some one get rob in there house a gypsy did come on 
man not cool lol well any way gbu all in jesus name 
*  
xzone fan.. i had a gypsy life it sucks i didnt have a home to go to. 
* 
Dawn S       @Michael- I'm not sure if you are making reference to 
"real" gypsies in your question. I have a friend who is from the 
"Roma" background and found her to be wonderful. She was 
completely Westernized though. On a recent trip, we had the 
misfortune to be approached by Italian gypsies for their version of 
the shakedown. This happened several times during the course of a 
week, and I had to turn on my Cajun French to scare them away 
from my pocketbook. So I don't think it's really a matter of hatred 
so much as it is conditioning to expect certain behavior from 
general groups. That was all new to me, even though I'd been 
warned about it in travel books. It still surprised me when it really 
happened. If you are not part of that lifestyle, I think people will 
learn to accept you for who you are as an individual. God bless- 
* 

 



 

twigsoff...lol i'm bohemian. never affected me. 
* 
brianinc...      
Well said, Michael.  I used to go to a church in Cadishead, Greater 
Manchester, England where the gypsies from a big caravan park in 
Partington, across the Mersey, used to come for their meetings. 
They brought gypsies there from all over the country, and the 
meetings were marked by real spiritual presence and a lack of fuss 
and nonsense. 
* 
vox populi 
I'm a believer in God, and gypsies would be the last group of 
people on earth I would hate. To be quite honest with you, I find 
their lifestyle fascinating. I just wish I could meet some gypsies 
again. I did about twenty years ago (maybe longer), and they were 
very warm and kind-hearted people. I never could understand why 
some people are so down on them.  Then again, even if they were 
the last group of people on earth, I wouldn't hate them. How can 
one hate a gypsy? A real small mind, I guess. 
                                                                                                                       
©  individual holders 
***************************************************** 
http://angryegg.wordpress.com/2009/03/26/i-hate-gypsies/ 
 
                                       I Hate Gypsies 
 
I didn’t always hate gypsies.  I used to have this romantic notion of 
who gypsies were, their a quasi-nomadic lifestyle unencumbered 
by possessions, living and dying by their wits…Wrong, wrong, 
wrong, wrong, wrong!  I was naïve and stupid!  What changed my 
mind so emphatically?  My encounters with gypsies in Russia.  It’s 
not like I wake up thinking, “I hate gypsies.”  I don’t even think 
about gypsies all that much but a few nights ago my boyfriend 
corrected a spelling error. Gypped is spelled with a ‘y’ (and not an 
‘i’) because the root is gypsy. Duh- should have known.  Someone 
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asked me how to spell gypped yesterday- bringing back the 
wonderful gypsy memories bubbling to the surface. At least I could 
give her the proper spelling.  Why the harsh feelings towards 
gypsies? I was attacked by gypsies twice during my stay in Russia 
many years ago.  The first time happened during a sunny 
afternoon. We were walking through a crowd of people and I got 
separated from my friends. In a fraction of a second, without 
warning, I was swarmed by more than 15 people- women and 
children (no men, ever). One of the women looked like she should 
have given birth the week before.  I was completely frozen. 
Nothing like this had ever happened to me before. I clutched my 
belongings and just stood there- like a statue. My friends realized 
that I was not with them, came back, pulled them off me and it was 
over- in seconds. It became a funny story- I wish I could have seen 
my face. We couldn’t believe how quickly it happened. I was 
targeted because I am short, look young (and stupid apparently) 
and was obviously a foreigner. I didn’t lose anything but one of my 
friends had the sleeve on her t-shirt ripped- her badge of courage. I 
think she may have saved the grubby scrap of cloth as a keepsake. 
 
The second time was in one of the many passages in the Moscow 
underground. We were coming from the subway and probably 
going to the cheap shawarma place. There were columns running 
down the middle of this passage. We saw a bunch of gypsy kids 
hanging around and they saw us. We thought we would be smart 
and casually crossed over to the other side of the columns. They 
crossed with us.  There was no avoiding this encounter. It made 
more sense to face them head on as opposed to being jumped from 
behind so we steeled ourselves and plowed ahead.  They started to 
grab at us and we brought up our elbows and pushed them off. I 
think I caught one of them under the chin with my forearm. I don’t 
remember any screaming- I could only hear my heart beating and 
the sound of scuffling. They realized very quickly that we were not 
easy marks and melted back into the crowd.  We were triumphant! 
The adrenaline made me feel like Superwoman. There may have 

 



 

been some high 5's. I felt like I could do anything at that moment. 
We were practically giddy and turned to congratulate the other girl 
but she had missed the whole fray.  When we marched towards the 
gypsies, she froze and watched it happen a few steps away. I 
couldn’t blame her- I did the same thing the first time. You stop 
breathing and you freeze. She couldn’t believe how brave (stupid) 
we were or how quickly it started and then ended.  Less than 10 
seconds later, we saw a couple friends walk towards us- they had 
no idea what had happened. They didn’t see or hear a thing even 
though they couldn’t have been more than 15 metres away.  The 
only reason the one girl and I decided to fight our way out of this 
was because we had been in the thick of it before. We might have 
been less brave if we had known the other girl had frozen. We 
would have had to protect her and fight them off so it was probably 
better that she wasn’t in the thick of it at all.  I kind of wonder 
what the bystanders thought. We were surrounded by people but 
there was no time for anyone to step in to help.  I have never told 
my parents about these incidents- they would (and still would) 
freak out, lock me up and throw away the key. Thankfully they 
don’t have a computer. Parents worry and what they don’t know 
won’t hurt them. 
 
It would take something huge to curb my dislike of gypsies- my 
boyfriend thinks it’s funny because I practically spit over my 
shoulder when I hear the word. The odds of a gypsy encounter here 
is pretty low but if I ever come across a band of them, I’ll know 
what to do.                               by angryegg on March 26, 2009 
 
COMMENTS 
first how would u have known they were gypsy n yes i am gypsy 
not all gypsyies are da same ok just like not every black man kills 
ppl ok thats what i dnt get am no raceis but were black men kill ppl 
thats nuthing right or were white ppl rape lil girls thats nuthing k u 
ppl need to get a life and get over your self ok just cuzz some 
gypsyies r bad dnt mean all of us are so why dnt you take this shit 

 



 

off ok thanx godblass            sam said this on  March 28, 2010  
* 
all you raceis people need to stop saying that all gypsys are 
scammers and bad people yes there is bad gypsys but how many 
white people do you see in jail because they did somthing bad how 
many black people do you see in jail be cause they did somthing 
bad how many spanish people do you see in jail because they did 
somthing bad see were all just people thats the way god made us 
no bodys perfict we all got floss so you soudnt juge cuzz only god 
has that right!!!!!!!               angelo said this on March 28, 2010 
* 
yeah gypsies are work shy scum who don’t pay taxes and steal 
everything they own and then have the nerve to compare 
themselves as equals to normal citizens. It disgusts me, its not an 
issue of race its about human decency.      martin said this on May 
31, 2010  
* 
you people have no respect for normal society so who the hell do 
you think you are? racism? are you stupid? its just anger.        
Percy Peterson said this on June 5, 2010  
* 
Sorry but, I know plenty of gypsies, my neighbours are gypsies, 
and they are the worst fucking neighbours in the world.  They ARE 
scammers, i helped them loads of times and they only have stolen 
stuff off of me.  They don’t have any respect for anybody, they 
don’t know loyalty nor decency. I absolutely dislike them and 
when I move here I hope I will never meet any Roma- Gyspies 
again.  They are deceivingly charming at first glance, but once you 
get to know them they show their true thief face.    
h   August 15, 2010 
* 
If you’re going to try to defend yourself, could you at least post a 
somewhat legible response?  I work with a self proclaimed gypsy, 
and she is awful! Between the stealing, lying, utter laziness and 
obvious drug use, I absolutely hope she gets fired. 

 



 

Krista said this on February 28, 2011 
* 
My best friend is a gypsy. I’m not. She is the best friend I have 
ever had. so nice, so trustworthy everything a best friend should 
be. She doens’t lie she doesn’t thieve. Nor do any of her other 
Gypsy friends that I have spoke to.  I would also like to know how 
knew your ‘attackers’ where Gypsies? Did they shout it out at you 
whilst they were ‘attacking’ you? Or did you just guestimate?                 
Sar said this on March 15, 2011 
* 
From my experience of gypsies, and that of many of my 
neighbours, they will, and often do, steal anything that isn’t nailed 
down, and quite a lot of what is nailed down. A few months ago 
one of my neighbours actually saw two gypsies take a scooter, 
which was used by a handicapped lady, from outside her house. 
Fortunately the police were called and arrived promptly and 
arrested them before they could make a clean getaway. Apparently 
the excuse they gave for taking the scooter was that they thought it 
was scrap. I can relate four more instances, but suffice it to say that 
gypsies are opportunist thieves who will steal ANYTHING, given 
the chance. Don’t let anyone tell you otherwise.  E. Richards said 
this on March 23, 2011 at 9:53 am 
* 
From what I know the “gypsies” are divided into several sub 
groups with some variations in culture.. like the Roma, Lomavren, 
Shinti etc and ‘gypsy’ is a collective term used for them .  Many 
gypises have been successful not all are thieves and rapists like 
you claim.. some notable ones are listed here..  
http://www.imninalu.net/fG_countries.htm 
* 
Nobel Prize winner in Medicine who was a Danish romani  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/August_Krogh     Some west africans 
mainly identified as Nigerians have been involved in online fraud 
and actual schemes this has given Nigerians, West African and 
generally african’s as a whole a bad image, depite the fact that only 
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7% of the African population is even actively exposed to the 
internet, these are barely representative of all African people and 
many things as well have come out of Africa like Diamonds, Gold, 
Oil and Agricultural produce, slave labour that have driven western 
economies up to now.  In D. R. Congo the Belgium Government in 
collaboration with scientists from the several EU states and US as 
part of a program to obtain vaccines used thousands of people for 
experiments.. there is even well documented (material and video) 
evidence and several things like starting conflicts and promoting 
conflicts for oil, gold and diamonds all over Africa as well as 
things like slave trade and many other evil despicable and 
inhumane things.  The apartheid in S.Africa as well as several 
other programs like that would according to your logic give the 
African governments the right to remove the human rights of the 
white settlers since they mistreated and killed africans.. and still 
many Europeans still live in these countries enjoying more rights 
that the natives like in S.Africa or Namibia.. but still no overt 
hatred has been.. shown. Does that mean that every White 
person/European’s is bad? I am sure you have felt some kind of 
alienation from a society for not being part of it.. at least a little 
and have complained about it.. You should use the same measure 
of judgment when looking down on another group of people.. you 
can’t justify it..  I was talking a Romanian friend recently and he 
had such hatred until he actually bothered to research about this 
topic.  This is what I told him “I was really wondering why you 
guys hate these people so much..  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slavery_in_Romania   If anything 
they should be the ones hating you..” but if people are oppressed 
you cant expect them to fit into society when they don’t have equal 
rights.. they will resort to crime to survive.. the basic instinct of 
human nature I was also doing some research into the issue of 
taxes.. apparently if any one has permanent property like houses, 
business etc they have to pay taxes according to Romanian and EU 
laws.. so if a gypsy has a large house, he will have to pay taxes. 
Anyway in the end its your life, your country, your continent but 
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just put yourself in their shoes.. I speak to you because i know that 
you as compared to Simon are more reasonable some one can’t 
have a sensible dialog with him if he disagree, but you can start to 
make a difference.. many people can justify many things like 
hatred for Jews because some are corrupt and power hungry and 
even Blacks because some are gang bangers ..so hatred will go on 
as long as some people are marginalized and looked down upon by 
others…right of course most of the Jews are doing well for 
themselves some through hard work and some are billionaires 
through evil means but in the end ..you can always be on either 
side .i.e being oppressed or being the oppressor.. I hope you never 
experience oppression because its not good man anyways.. even 
if its just you. you can start to make a difference  In the end 
nothing differentiates you from the guys of the third reich who 
killed over a million gypsies   Dr. Ben Stein said this on  April 24, 
2011  
* 
Well this makes me really upset to see what our world has become!  
I am not Gypsy but I respect them, not all are the same of course 
but most are good people!I  ts like why should I respect you if you 
don’t respect kinda thing.  How about if you were the minority, if 
you were disliked over something someone else. Its like paying for 
someone elses crime. Put yourself in their shoes how’d you feel? 
just Live,Laugh,Love,and Learn!                 Peace!-AJ said this on 
June 24, 2011  
                                                                                                                                       
©  angry egg 
***************************************************** 
                   http://www.vice.com/read/i-hate-v10n8 
                                 I HATE GYPSIES 
                           BUT THEY SEEM NICE 
                                     by Jack Steel     
 
Do you hate gypsies? Me and my brother Gary were walking past 
this settlement of Gypsy children in Bristol (England) recently 

 

http://www.vice.com/read/i-hate-v10n8


 

when he came out with, “Y’know what, Jack? I fucking despise 
Gypsies and think they are the scum of the earth. Sending children 
out to beg by the highway until they are black with exhaust fumes 
is not a culture. It’s a breed of animal. They are lazy fuckers and 
lying thieves but somehow they’ve convinced the bourgeoisie that 
Gypsydom is a culture of charming nomads. Let’s get out of here 
before I start throwing rocks.”   And I was like, “Gary, dude, that’s 
such a blinkered way of looking at the Gypsy phenomenon. Sure, 
the latest figures confirm that Gypsies—both Irish and Romany—
suffer from high infant mortality rates, low life-expectancy, and 
high illiteracy, but your supposedly ‘down and out’ Gypsy family 
unit hardly ever adds to mainstream society’s social ills. There’s 
almost zero unwanted teen pregnancy thanks to strict Gypsy law 
and caring family values, there are no drug problems, hardly any 
interference in mainstream society, and, what’s more, scrap-metal 
collecting isn’t begging, it’s a form of recycling!”   Gary hated the 
“no interference” part because he had to beat off a pack of Gypsy 
kids in Italy once and I could tell this was going to end up in 
another three months of not speaking, so we walked into the 
settlement and decided to ask them first-hand. I grabbed the 
attention of Mother McCready, queen of the Bristol Irish Gypsies 
and the owner of a brogue so thick, we had to hire a leprechaun 
from Donegal to translate what she was feckin’ talking aboot! 
(Almost.) 
 
VICE: Mother McCready, people like my brother here think 
Gypsies do nothing but sit around all day plotting schemes while 
their children beg and their wives wash. 
Mother McCready: Oh no, dear! During the day we’re busy 
cleaning the inside and outside of the caravans, washing the 
clothes for the family (there are nine of them), and cooking. But in 
the evening we do watch television. 
 
So how does it make you feel when people call you “filthy lazy 
gyppos” and all that? 

 



 

Sometimes I lose my temper and shout at them, but normally we 
just get on with it and think they’re stupid.  
 
None of you can read that well, though, can you?      We try to 
make our children go to school until the age of sixteen. We want 
them to have an education and have a nice career, y’know? It’s 
hard to make some of them go because they get bullied by the 
other kids for the way we are. But it’s not a choice for us to be this 
way. We want to keep our traditions. Our parents in Ireland still 
have horse-drawn wagons but the problem is there’s nowhere to go 
anymore; you can only stop in caravan parks. 
 
Are there conflicts between different gypsy sects? How and when 
do these conflicts arise?  The only people we don’t like are Stone 
Age Travelers (read: those that call themselves New Age 
Travelers). They are not real travelers. They grow up in houses and 
buy a caravan and grow their hair long and take a lot of drugs. 
That’s not what we’re like. They’re dirty and don’t wash. So yes, 
sometimes there are conflicts between groups. But generally we’re 
interested to see how different Gypsies live, to see their caravans 
and the women’s clothes. 
 
Do you consider yourself a happy family unit?   Family and 
health are the most important things to us. As Gypsies we live very 
close together, so we know everything about each other. We always 
protect our own. 
                                                                                                                              
© JACK STEEL 
***************************************************** 
ANTI-GYPSY YOUTUBE VIDEO 
         http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QWmzXiJAjkU 
VCAN WE DO SOMETHING AGAINST THOSE ROMANIAN 
GYPSIES? WE HAVE TO FLOCK TOGETHER TO KILL ALL 
THE GYPSIES.THEY ONLY LIKE TO STEAL.THEY HAVE 
GUNS,KNIVES,SWORDS BUT IF WE WILL BE 
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MILLIONS,THEY CANT KILL US.NO ONE CAN STOP US IF 
WE KILL THOSE FILTHY GYPSIES.WE NEED THE SUPPORT 
OF EUROPEAN UNION.I GUESS ALL THE PEOPLE HATE 
ROMANIAN PEOPLE,ESPECIALLY GYPSIES..SO,WE 
SHOULD START A WAR AGAINST THEM, HOPING WE 
WILL NOT GET ARRESTED FOR THAT. GYPSIES ARE NOT 
HUMAN. WE SHOULD GET RID OF THEM, IN THE NAME 
OF HEROES               TheEuropeanDream (Jan 2012) 
 
@TheEuropeanDream that's too barbaric.. 
simply deport them, send them out of Europe to where they came 
from: India. and if they resist, you can put them all to work by 
force.  also you must understand that gypsies are a minority in 
Romania and other Balkan's countries. Real Romanians are Slavs. 
Romanians are Europeans and the ones giving them a bad name 
are these filthy gypsies. 
asabovesobelow90  
 
 
                                                                                                                     
©  individual holders 
****************************************************   
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJET9cUeUSo&feature=relate
d 
               How Gypsies Live   (Author’s Note: check title out) 
 
"I dont like a house" ..... *walks into house*. vtrmcs 1 year ago 11   
* 
nothing wrong with it --its like camping here in the usa ,no big deal 
so long as they dont bother anyone y bother them 
igore66 3 weeks ago 
* 
Holy crap gypsies in my country are like animals,they steal, kill, 
rape etc, but when white guy lay a hand on them he is racist.... 
but these are different... George Arrancar 3 weeks ago 
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* 

V 
bullshit, that's the tipical superficial argument of blind tolerant 
idiots. gyspies are all scum, is not matter of look different, 
auschwitz is the only right solution, period. 
mattvlad3 in reply to Maxwell Aldridge 1 month ago 
* 
wats vtrmcs on about u big din its not a house its sa shally u din 
pault6751 2 months ago 
* 
for me,I would love a gypsy wom,en for I know her heart is true 
for the things she would do,for me,I would love,cherish,be an 
eternal part of her, ,while working and supporting her and the 
loved ones,I would be the ultimate soldier in their life even though 
I've been one for some time now, for all you gypsy ladies ,please 
write me,I love all. nitrostang50 2 months ago 
* 
I have not met a begging Gypsy in US. I guess, the criminal laws 
here are tougher and  here it is not common to touch people whom 
you do not know, social benefits are not plentiful so they just live a 
normal life.  Artt91 in reply to SuperWhiteknight1985  
3 months ago 
* 
Joeocean3, you are obviously an idiot! From my username what do 
you think my opinion of somali and chinese immigrants is? I 
wouldn't know what uneducated white people do as I am very well 
educated thank you very much I have a BSc, an MSc and I'm 
currently doing my phD so shut your mouth! 
SuperWhiteknight1985 3 months ago 
* 
Hey superwhiteknight1985! Go fuck yourself! I guess you love all 
the Somalians and Chinese taking over America! Clean your own 
back yard before you shit in someone else's! Uneducated gypsies 

 



 

prosper! Uneducated white people hold up signs on side of the 
road!   Joeocean3 4 months ago 
* 
You know nothing about us 
Bookitreviews 4 months ago 
* 
bray, you're crazy. all the gypsy's live just off, harlen and irving 
park, in Chicago 
Anonymous  4 mponths ago 
* 
You should be proud to be a non-gypsy despite the hardships. 
Gypsies are parasites who don't care that the way they live impacts 
negatively on normal people. They steal, they don't pay taxes, they 
falsely claim benefits and they don't educate their kids therefore 
they are not and will never be of any use to a modern society. 
SuperWhiteknight1985 in reply to poadeley 4 months ago 
* 
wooooo 
97Bluestars 4 months ago 
* 

***Well I'm a non-gypsy, and my husband and I have had 
to move every couple of years for work. I'm sick of expensive 
rents, sick of packing all our stuff up, sick of leaving the friends 
we make and the family we rarely see. I have to say, I'm so envious 
of these-guys - they can pack up their home and take it with them, 
and on the road there seems always to be a familiar face. And their 
caravan is truly THEIRS. It's more of a home than our rented flats 
will ever be. Long live the gypsy pride!  poadeley 4 months ago 
* 
It's not a house with a foundation it is a mobile home... it can pick 
up, pack up and go...just like the people who travel within them. 
hipretty 4 months ago 
* 

 



 

It's not a house. It's a twin unit mobile home, which can be moved 
to another site. 
penkushty 4 months ago 
* 
We can learn a lot from the traveller way of life. Families are 
central to their existence. There is nothing wrong with sticking 
together as a family or just friends. Personally, I know dozens of 
individuals and families that have nothing whatsoever to do with 
their parents or grandparents. Sad but true. Look at the decline in 
our communities and compare us to the Gypsy culture. All 
communities have good and bad in them, but I for one will always 
tick the box of the Gypsy's belief in family. 
Gunner5053 4 months ago 2 
*   
The Irish Travellers get a lot of discrimination from people who 
just don't understand, or want to understand thier culture & history. 
Compared to other minority groups they aren't respected, and 
treated with uttter contempt in the media especially. Whenever 
there is a discussion about them, they are never given a chance to 
voice their opinions as part of that discussion. None of the 
Traveller/Gypsy groups are contacted, to put their point of view 
across, like it would be with Muslims or Blacks. 
LightBlue18 5 months ago 
* 
THE GREATEST IRISH TRAVELLER SINGER TYPE OUT 
THE SR1M   spiceislerep 5 months ago 
* 
Romania? 
Ignorant fuck 
They are pikeys.  
abc123dsa 5 months ago 
* 
the thing is gypsy,s are good ppl there is no culture that is better 
then the other there is all ways some culture they pick on and there 
is ppl that lie there gypsy,s there boyosh gurjay wanna be gypsy... 

 



 

there is alot of gypsy,s that r sherffs FBI.S judge police teachers 
and most gypsys live in big homes 5 6 bedrooms there some that 
are actors even there is a lot of ppl that think they no gypsy,s but 
they don,t grow up STOP THIS MADNESS LIVE GYPSY,S 
ALONE!!!! GOD BLESS  tammymarks110 5 months ago  
* 
there not travellers there fucking english scumbags 
lidelbeer 5 months ago 
* 
All these ppl under the comments u are not real gypsys your called 
boyosh and for all the haters to fucking bad where here to stay 
there's not a motha fucking thing you can do about it 
minakgirl1000 5 months ago 
* 
These ant gypsys no no hell no there gurjay that's how u say it 
minakgirl1000 5 months ago 
* 
I've been looking around and searching information about Gypsies 
and its sad that there are so many negative stereotypes about these 
people. Why do people give them such a hard time!? I read stories 
of them stealing, but there's always someone stealing something 
out there no matter what ethnicity they are. I guess its just human 
nature or the way society is, we are thought to hate what you don't 
understand. Its just not right to give these people a hard time, not 
right at all!  jhaggy88 5 months ago 
* 
no i think most people dont like gypsys cos they dont have jobs 
and fight a lot  sony8877 6 months ago 
* 
THERES ONLY ONE LAW THATS BRITSH LAW OR f888K 
OFF AND GO? ITS THE SAME FOR EVERYONE WHO PUTS 
IN??  BOB C 6 months ago 
* 
Some gypsy do and some don't they live houses 
   2001theprettygirl 30 minutes ago 

 



 

* 
No one likes to be called gorger or gorja either but you all keep 
doing it don't ya...So you don't really care about our feelings either 
eh.   Cometfirefly 3 days ago 
* 
It isn't racism it's about the way they make their living pick 
pocketing and scamming with fake roof repairs and so on. No one 
cares otherwise.     Cometfirefly 3 days ago 
* 
The problem probably stems from the fact that we are quick to 
point out our cultural differences and label each other based on 
these. It's almost as if it's Gypsies vrs Gorjas, Black vrs White, 
Christian vrs jew etc.   The problems in society are not caused by 
the diverse cultures within it, but by those who are suppose to 
Govern it.   A united, strong, healthy and educated nation is harder 
to govern and control. They want us to be segregated to weaken 
our voices and take our anger out on our own    Maxwell Aldridge  
1 week ago 
* 
they live clean...nothing wrong with this...what's wrong with this? 
nothing.. jdp20ipitt 1 wk ago 
* 
people hate on us gypsy's simply cause what we make in one day 
takes them 1 or 2 weeks to make fuck gorgers    
GoinHamLikeWeezy 2 weeks ago 
* 
to all you people who putting us gypsies down don't know owt! 
you won't like it if we tell you to move and move and throw stuff 
at you! lucky enough my mates at school enjoy my company 
unlike others!       HolehLouise15 3 weeks ago 
* 
but every1 has a good and a bad side ov them yes some gypsys 
might rob and be scum but some ov them ar all right and gorjas are 
nice people but u also get sick people that do rape and murder 
people personally i really like gypsys i know a few ov them they ar 

 



 

pretty decent people they are probly more desent that some gorjas    
misschanea99 4 weeks ago 
* 
Personally, I'm not afraid. I think its really disturbing the 
discrimination you have to deal with. There aren't that many 
people in the world who've had it as bad as my kind so I 
completely understand how Gipsy people are made to feel - my 
people are black and native american and I know the pain that 
hatred and racism can leave behind. Peace to you and your family. 
GlamArtista 4 weeks ago 

V  where's the RAID when you need it?      
mikehellton 1 month ago 
* 
DO YOU KNOW WHAT JUCKELSCORY MEANS IN 
ROMANY WELL I WILL TELL YOU IT IS WHAT YOU ARE IT 
MEANS DOGS { PRICK } YOU ARE WELL NAMED little 
PRICK   1952tonyandlee 1 month ago 
* 
Why are you gorjas .....non Gipsy so very afraid of us people it is 
not us is the problem it is the people that own the local shops flats 
etc .and whose cultre is killing are boys and blowing up busses We 
are british people just like you with no bombs tied around ower 
bellys  1952tonyandlee 1 month ago 
* 
Lippy little cunt ain't ya lol     Imanuelization 1 month ago 
* 
Listen, you simpleton, its you gorjas who ARE the scum. You rape 
little children, murder, starve and oppress the poor and then have 
the nerve to say we are scum! so to a Gypsy lad and you'd get the 
crap beat out of you, and there's plenty of that in you by the looks 
lol   Imanuelization 1 month ago 
* 
i myself have a pikey friend n he is a gd un n i gt free coffie tables 

 



 

so stop it plz p.s what is a apple    jackmp90 2 months ago 
* 
Wow, the people below are just full of hate. Do everyone a favor 
and shut your mouths. BTW the sound quality of this video is not 
very good. I had it on full blast and could barely hear it.   
Fr33th1nkr 2 months ago 
* 
wah woe is us gippo's fuck off back to romania fucking scum   
beyondDMC4 3 months ago 
* 
That would be about right you grassing coppers nark pikey bastard 
now fuck right off and get that spellchecker sorted, PIKEY.   
Juckelscorey  3 months ago 
* 
One more racist peep from you, and I will report you to the police 
for racial abuse. You don't want that do you? so zip it buster!    
Imanuelization 3 months ago 
* 
What's that you said? "he'll KNOW your teeth down your throat" 
you retard pikey smelly cunt get a spellchecker, LMFAO.....GO 
FUCK UR SISTER...   juckelscorey 3 months ago 
* 
Listen gorja dosser, why should I get a job? your tax money is 
sufficient for my needs, so keep them pounds rolling in! besides, 
it's only a little compensation for the racist lip we get from you 
stinky ol' gorjas. So sticks and stones...Oh and a word of advice, 
keep your gob buttoned, if a traveller does hear you, he'll know 
your teeth down your throat, so zip it gobby! 
Imanuelization 3 months ago 

V 
Don't you think it's about time we fumigated the land too get rid of 
these parasites called travellers?? lets do it the dale farm way,by 
the way pikey bastard, dont reply to me again you stinking pikey 

 



 

woman-beating scum of the earth.GET A JOB.   juckelscorey 3 
months ago 
* 
They are actually Irish and are a problem in Ireland as well.    
irishxxkelt  4 months ago 
* 
that's true, you have a point!!!!!!!    
wingmaster8ification 4 months ago 
* 
So paying taxes maked you a good upright God-fearing moral 
citizen does it? let me remind you pal, it's you gorjas that are 
committing the murder, rapes, wars, and drunken violence, NOT 
Gypsies, if you can't see that then you probably got more prick 
than brain!   Imanuelization 4 months ago 
* 
Why should we when you dossers do that for us LOL.  
Imanuelization 4 months ago 
* 
pay some fuckin tax then you bunch of cunts!   
wingmaster8ification 4 months ago 
* 
We in the USA do have travelors. They came from the UK and are 
of the same ethnic group as the ones there. "Poor white trash" 
could be caucasions of any ethnic group, so long as they are poor, 
white, and perceived as trashy by the person refering to them as 
such.  milascave2 4 months ago 
* 
A lot of people would consider them "trashy", but have you noticed 
that they take pride in their homes. Regardless of how simple and 
small they are, they keep them clean. I keep my home spotless as 
well, and admire that in them. I can't speak for other countries, but 
Americans tend to live in filth. The only people who's homes I've 
seen, that keep them clean, are my relatives. ame6603 4 months 
ago 
* 

 



 

If the poor white trash that you mention had a set of traditions that 
involve things like massive organised bare knuckle fights, 
organised crime, forced inbreeding, "grabbing" (look it up), not 
paying rent, not paying tax and purposefully ignoring society in 
general unless they want to take something from it, then yes, they 
are the same thing.    fookfocketyfookfook 4 months ago 
* 
If u wanted to live there u should of got planing permission like the 
law says u have to if you brake the law you face the police no one 
is above the law just saying   Ryanr75rc 5 months ago 
* 
would u leave them alone there not dogs or nuthin por things they 
have feelings just like us yeh poor ppl take it hard they have a 
harsh life with u all bein mean to them   braddy365 5 months ago 
* 
@palus666 they get it just like ur mother and dad do nyeh nuthin 
wrong with travellers yeh so get the facts write yeh leave them 
alone   braddy365 5 months ago 
* 
After seeing so many videos on "travellers" from the United 
Kingdom/ Ireland. We in the U.S.A. also have "travellers" i guess 
you could say.. Our offical word for them is "Poor white trash" 
That also is a "lifestyle"... Any Thoughts?? 
 MinneasotaCitySlickr 5 months ago 
* 
Dont travellers travel? these tax dodging cunts are static.   
juckelscorey 6 months ago 
* 
"I dont like a house" ..... *walks into house*.    
vtrmcs 6 months ago 2   
* 
Rummys aret travellers, we Gypsy!   codownni 7 months ago 
* 
rumnichels is a traveler gypsy   SEXYmikey321 9 months ago 
* 

 



 

These are travelers right not rumnichels or roma right 
 allcountywill 9 months ago 
* 
my mums family in England are Smiths who are gypsies from 
Norfolk and Lancashire  seonidh 1 year ago 
                                                                                                                         
© individual holders 
***************************************************** 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kGThWKlPRMc&feature=relat
ed 
 
moron    vizak20 14 hours ago 
* 
Freaking entitlement mentality at it’s best… gimme, gimmee, 
gimmee   bublycat 5 days ago 
* 
do they have any access to birth control?     
Karen41872 5 days ago 

V fucking gypsies man, they have to be erradicated   
bbbbbb222222 6 days ago 
* 
Okay, they had me until I saw the woman complaining “Look, 
soaked beans, not even fried! This is how we have to eat them!” 
Uhhh, why? Being poor doesn’t prevent you from making a fire 
and frying beans. Are they too poor to collect scraps and burn them 
to fry beans over? They need money to move their muscles and 
make a fire? I was buying it until then, and then I realized there 
may be more to this than poverty. :/        Momaroloki 1 week ago 
* 
Cry me a river    gigobait 1 week ago 
* 
well do you blame them?    twingo 1 week ago 
* 
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Why cant they move into those delapadated appartments? and fix 
them up?  twingo famemonster 1 week ago 
* 
I did not say Roman ‘i’ i said ROMAN! as in the people from 
ROME in Italy. The Romanians themselves are a cross between 
The Italian Romans and the Dacians. The land that is now 
Romania was not always Romania as you surely know. Now tell 
me that Romani people do not have the right to be in an already 
stolen land, after the ITALIAN Romans killed off most of the 
Dacians and then settled and now these people are called 
Romanians. Well where did the Dacians come from in the first 
place?      
lsdvine 1 week ago 
* 
The EU should do something about this minority. But they don’t 
want to get involved… We are sick of them stealing from us. 
Romanians are afraid of them.   Sugarhighish 1 week ago 
* 
You may be right, but nowadays, us Romanians have become their 
slaves. They have stolen so much that most of them have made 
fortunes.     Sugarhighish 1 week ago 
* 
Roma dont take revenge on people who show them respect!   
lsdvine 1 week ago 
* 
Why do Nazis like you still exist? Some Japs and Koreans have 
lighter skin than whites. That’s just a fact. Doesn’t mean anything.    
nafaidni  1 week ago 
* 
Then I hope they burn your civilization down in revenge.   Thank 
yourselves for what you get. Good day, and sieg heil.     
nafaidni 1 week ago 
* 
In England, people go to romania because they want to see Drom 
culture so sit down and shut up! its good for Romania to have 

 



 

Roms, they were slaves for rich Romanians once. lsdvine 2 weeks 
ago 
* 
“I want a good job and a better house” Well get a education then 
stupid retard dont expect someone to come hand it to you    
gdr76sdf43 2 weeks ago 
* 
They are not Romanians. The European Union should stop sending 
them back to us and deal with them. We are so sick of them. They 
have done enough damage to us as a nation. 
Sugarhighish 3 weeks ago 
* 
Romania for white only! Gypsies brought only trouble.    
tuyuq23 4 weeks ago 
* 
what happens to the roma trannys?     jetblackhair92 4 weeks ago 
* 
Less than 3% of Romania is filled with Gypsies, but they’re 
infamous. They can call themselves “Roma” all they want, but 
they’ll never be Romanian.   SteelCityDucati 1 month ago 
* 
Like you would know what is or not is.You sound like a typical 
eastern euopean!!  3909clancy   1 month ago 
* 
when did i say that only one person said it? besides, in the US 
nothing is a common fact lol. no offence     
bogdy2craizy 1 month ago 
* 
LOL and who is the person who said it a billion times??? Sorry in 
the US it’s not a common fact.  3909clancy 1 month ago 
* 
ffs, yes, it has been said a bilion times that they are from india, or 
that part of the world. they have nothing in common with us, 
romanians.    bogdy2craizy 1 month ago 
* 

 



 

the population of romania,s tudied in 2011/2012, remains at 543 
people, the rest are in london, pickpocketing, thiefing and stealing 
our construction jobs,fact    wickedblue1974 1 month ago 
* 
Got bored after first minute. I think I saw on tv once that Egypt has 
a problem with garbage aswell. Except worse, cause of high 
population. I might be wrong though. BloodyCondor 1 month ago 
* 
Originally from India area yes.   mrduffy1100 1 month ago 
* 
Gypsyes are from india, they are NOT romanians. They represent 
only 2.5% from our population Romanians = latins      costybarbu 
1 month ago 
* 
italia=gipsy.italians people is ugly and idiots    
futitalieni futitalieni 1 month ago 
* 
Maybe they shouldn’t have 5 kids… The “woods people” near 
where I live have it better off, they feed themselves and live off the 
land. I also knew a couple who used to go to my school who had a 
kid and while they were in high school they just build a little hut 
out in the woods they finnished high school rode a bike to work 
every day now their living in a apartment complex and going to 
college.    b52goats 1 month ago 
* 
that video is biased, and almost every country has incorporated 
something important for the rest of the world. don’t kid yourself.    
SuperStrive60 1 month ago 
* 
Oh man, that neigborhood lloks almost like Lunik 9. What happens 
in the winter with no windows or heating?    5che13e 1 month ago 
* 
lol….there is no “european white race”. please go study simple 
biology and genetics about human beings, there is only one 
scientifically valid race, and that is the human race, all this other 

 



 

bullshit i.e. “white race”, “black race” etc., is nothing more than 
socially constructed nonsense. only culture and ethnicity is 
demonstrably factual, the ideology of seperate races is not. my 
ethnicity is caucasian, only armenians are cuacasian. romanians are 
latin people, mostly.  SuperStrive60 1 month ago 
* 
who cares what my people look like bitch, its 2012. only dumb 
cock suckers like you still care about retarded shit like skin color. i 
live in the united states for almost all my life now. i know many 
romanians here in california. half of them are either in jail, are drug 
dealers, criminals, or are scumbags who live on welfare. yes, very 
respectable people, much better than gypsies (sarcasm.)   
SuperStrive60 1 month ago 
* 
and you are understanding me bad… i dont hate the gipsyes how 
work… only the gipsyes how steel but the gipsyes how work in my 
country are 10% the rest only steels… in the documentary this 
“king” says he was from a familiy of robbers…. they all are from 
sucj kind of family… the real gipsy king is “Iulian” he lives in my 
town….and he has sayd that only 1000 gipsyes from 600.000 are 
working… and whe must make the diference…. I 
ulianthepunisher 1 month ago 
* 
and the frech now dont want to hear about gipsyes why is that??? 
because they are good people….believe me by rroma gipsyes are 
90% bad people i haved in highschool 3 gipsyes they where cool 
and they haved sayd i a shame that im a gipsy because 90% of 
them dont want to go ro school want only money to steel….you 
now nothing about gipsyes from Romania if you want somme links 
to show you what they realy make please ask i will send you an 
email with a lot of links…..  Iulianthepunisher  1 month ago 
* 
Whe speak latin not shit like gipsyes.. whe are latin people white 
people…whe are decedendents from Wlach,Dacians and 
Romans…so firs of all study our history and then comment 

 



 

because you dont not nothig about our history…so shut up read 
history visit my country and then comment….you are just like the 
french people… they haved sayd roma are discriminated in 
Romania… and they went to France and then france say…this 
fucking gipsyes only steel send them back…   
iulianthepunisher 1 month ago 
* 
they comme in Romania in 1300 with the TATARS and when the 
tatars where gone the gipsies was left here….as slaves…there was 
around 2000-3000 gipsyes….they are 3 diferent gipsyes…. Roma, 
Gipsye and Cindy!!!! Gipsye and Cindy are okay because they 
adapt to the envirnment…..but the Roma are realy shit..whe have 
no around 600.000-800.000 gipsyes…in hungary are aprox 
600.000 but the population of Romania is 20.000.000 and hungary 
10.000.000   iulianthepunisher  1 month ago 
* 
if for you 700 years are 1000 years you are great with math go fuck 
youre mother bitch and suck my Romanian cock…you say my 
country looks like w3 look first by your country and then comment 
you fucking asshole 60% of armenian are colored people so shut 
the fuck up gipsy….for you to now 80% of workers from microsoft 
are Romanians… 20% of nasa are Romanians so shut the fuck up 
you stupid beach!!!the inventor of jetplane was Henri Coanda and 
the pen was invented by a Romanian       
iulianthepunisher 1 month ago 
* 
you can`t understand simple facts  its well known that the european 
white race …no mater of ethnicity has its origins in the caucasus ! i 
don`t claim your teritory moron gosh!  cafta 1 month ago 
* 
not my opinion, its fact. we armenians are from the caucus, our 
culture, language comes from here, not you, we are caucasians 
because of our country, its our ethnicity moron. 
SuperStrive60 1 month ago 
* 

 



 

give me your sources for this information!   cafta 1 month ago 
* 
first romanis arrived in 1241, by the 15th century there were 
thousands of them. 1241 to 2012 is how many years? 771 years, 
nearly 1000. you’re a fucking idiot like the rest of these morons on 
here.   SuperStrive60   1 month ago 
* 
i don`t give a shit what you are ,,,i like armanians and georgians ! 
but you are retarded ,,,don`t give a shit about your opinion !     
cafta   1 month ago 
* 
mutherfucker, IM ARMENIAN, we are the only true caucasians in 
the world, what the fuck is “white”?? a socially constructed term. 
you are a hooked nosed romanian, your country is shit and looks 
like a third world shitter.   SuperStrive60  1 month ago 
* 
More like 12th century. the first romani people arrived in romania 
around 1241, by the 15th century there were already thousands of 
them living there, so yes dumbass, that is nearing 1000 years, 
unless you’re to fucking retarded to understand simple math. 
SuperStrive60   1 month ago 
* 
16th-17th does not mean 1000 years!   cafta   1 month ago 
* 
lol! what a stupid way to express yourself  you donno shit ! its not 
only me…its all Europe …”its not that we want them dead, its just 
that we don`t want them to be alive anymore”:))) learn what white 
caucasian means retard ! H H !    cafta  1 month ago 
* 
everybody who is stupid say this  you can type Romania on 
wikipedia and get all you need to know about romanian 
demographics!     cafta   1 month ago 
* 
come in Romania and see what they make only shit…they are not 
from 1000 years are 500-600 years not 1000 like you say….they 

 



 

are still emigrants not just like a Romania you stupid asshol they 
dont have ID card nothing….so shut the fuck up ….i live with 
those fucking gipsyes…i now what they want.. only to steel if you 
want to convince your self come in Romania you fucking idiot    
iulianthepunisher  1 month ago 
* 
you fucking idiot i hate gypsyes you now why you fucking idiot 
listen to documentary what that fucking roma says….. he nows 
only to steel fuck your mother you stupid beach and youre fucking 
head ….i will fuck you all stupid gipsyes…when gipsyes go to 
work is okay but 95% of the gipsyes dont like to work so suck my 
dick you asshole….they only say whe want to work but they dont 
work come in Romania you stupid idiot and see what the gipsyes 
make so shut the fuck!     iulianthepunisher 1 month ago 
* 
roma not romanian? they’ve been in romania since before the 12 
century a.d, far before your retarded ass came along. romas ARE 
romanian    SuperStrive60 1 month ago 
* 
you are a fucking idiot!!!! romas come from INDIA !!!!not from 
Romania you stupid idiot!!!!  iulianthepunisher 1 month ago 
* 
i know that you FUCKING DUMBASS, when did i ever say 
different? what i did say is that they are still romanian you 
incredible dumbfuck. they have lived in romania since before the 
12th century, almost 1000 years in that country. they’re just as 
romanian as the next person is. who the fuck are you to say 
differently??? do yourself a favor, get an education and stop 
spouting ignorant bullshit already.     SuperStrive60 1 month ago 
* 
eat a dick you racist, backwards cock eating piece of shit. the real 
caucasians come from the caucus and are armenians from asia, not 
some deluded and ignorant piece of shit people like you with an 
identity crisis.   SuperStrive60 1 month ago 
* 

 



 

not all of them, many are mixed with native romanians and don’t 
look any more different that a “normal” romanian. also, these 
people have been in this part of the world for almost a millenium 
now, they are just as romanian as the next person is.   
SuperStrive60   1 month ago 
* 
why do these people have all those children they can’t afford   
jethro035181 1 month ago 
* 
everyone is telling this about romania. asfaltwalker 1 month ago 
* 
who told you such bullshit? Haha   cafta 1 month ago 
* 
our Europe in witch should live only caucasians ! we built it we 
want it for ourselves and not give it up to this fucking indians that 
shit on the street!   cafta 1 month ago 

V 
i`m a romanian ! i beg you the italian people to burn their 
comunities without letting them escape ! this problem will hunt 
Europe !  cafta 1 month ago 
* 
….do people actually still care what color another person is? man 
people need to get on with the times…  tykingable 2 months ago 
* 
and when you see in this documentary this “king” from gipsyes… 
says he steal,…thats the truth…in bucharest are leaving the most 
gipsyes…only in bucharest are gheto….so first of all study and 
then comment….they only now to beg …. Iulianthepunisher  2 
months ago 
* 
Roma are 5-8 procent from the entire population….are like 
600.000-800.000 but… now many haved emigrated in 
England,France, Germany, italy…so maybe are 300.000 

 



 

left….but… in Bulgaria and Hungary is worse those people have 
600.000 people each…and whe strugle (Romania,Bulgaria and 
Hungary) to elibarate us from this fucking gipsy….because 90% of 
roma are stealing and beging….is not 50% of romania… those are 
lyes….realy lyes…Romanians are not ROMA….  
iulianthepunisher 2 months ago 
* 
educated people will get some proper jobs… uneducated people 
live in ghettos…thats life!     AktivAgressiv 3 months ago 
* 
*It may sound odd but way the Roma are treated sounds very much 
like how the Jews were and many other groups. Nobody wants to 
share land and rights. Right or wrong think of the women children 
and the old. Where do they go? Be human.  
CatpurrRobertaBobbi 3 months ago 
* 
Racism or not….13 fucking children, including a newborn!!! 
That’s fucking bullshit. She can’t even support herself. They live 
amongst the trash heaps. So do they lay around fucking all 
day??!?!??? I’d want them out of my country also!!    Chuckscott 
3 months ago 

D 
so much racist bullshit in these comments and it makes me want to 
throw up    Wilixer 3 months ago 
* 
Fucking throw and die already !    Chuckscott 3 months ago 
* 
I am struck how physcially they look as if they just stepped out of 
India. Are Roma from India??   3909clancy 3 months ago  
* 
originally, yes actually     jpbambrick 3 months ago 
* 
do u have any clue how much is the population of gypsies in 

 



 

Romania?    asfaltwalker 3 months ago 
* 
no but it’s irrelevant – the romani people have their origins in the 
indian subcontinent. that’s all I am pointing out     
jpbambrick 3 months ago 
* 
yeah l know their origin. but l just wanted to know whats the 
population///u know…l have heard like 50 % of Romania is 
gypsies…but the problem is that they just register theirself as 
romanians and then the number falls to 3 percent or 
something…pls dont get me wrong..but this is what l heard..and l 
wanna know if padureni giurgiu is all gypsy population?! thanks.. 
asfaltwalker 3 months ago 
* 
okay. I would have literally no idea though – try google?    
jpbambrick 3 months ago 
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 http://dis.4chan.org/read/lounge/1243186482       
I FUCKING HATE GYPSIES 
 
Anonymous : 2009-05-24   Gypsies are scum and deserve no 
sympathy. They don't go to school and are uneducated, they steal 
constantly, make places a mess, leave all their rubbish and piss off 
leaving it to rot. We had some on an unused plot of land locally 
some years back, they would play on the dual carriage way and 
throw things into traffic, drag buckets to the petrol station and fill 
them with the free car water to wash in, walk into Tesco and put on 
10 pairs of shirts and run through the security barriers and all kinda 
of other shit. Leeches and Scum. 
* 
Anonymous : 2009-05-24   fuckin pikeys! 
* 

 

http://dis.4chan.org/read/lounge/1243186482


 

Anonymous : 2009-05-24   I agree. Except for the one with the 
guitar and the stubs. 
* 
edwin : 2009-06-20   I fucking agree. It is about time that we do to 
them what was done to Romanian Gyppos. 
* 
!MILKRIBS4k : 2009-06-20     Lot of hate on /lounge/ recently! 
* 
Anonymous : 2009-06-20   Scum, are we?  'Cause we don't go to 
your schools?  To be "educated" in the ways of slaves, more like.  
Yeah we leave our rubbish about.  Where is decomposes the way it 
always has.  You fuckin' cunts are the bastards that have left so 
much of your filth about that the fuckin' weather's fucked.  And 
water's fuckin' water. You took away the rivers and streams.  And 
freedom.  Fuck you with your greed, and your money that you 
force us to "acquire", and your hatin' and big fuckin' plans that 
always end in wars.  We just want to be left the fuck alone, but you 
won't have it, so count yourself lucky we're not like you.  We just 
grab a few coins here and there.  You try to wipe out races.  Still, 
I'll kick your ass if your wantin' little girl. 
* 
Anonymous : 2009-06-20          A WILD GYPO APPEARED 
Most likely using a stolen laptop and leeching wireless from 
somewhere, amirite? 
* 
Anonymous : 2009-06-20  
Aye, I stole it from your ma after I, well... you get the idea, and I'm 
sittin' in a Starbucks 
* 
Anonymous : 2009-06-20        In actual fact, I have Irish ancestry 
a few generations back. They came to England a hundred years 
back or something. My Uncles tell me of their grandparents 
turning up to all family functions in a horse drawn caravan. 
* 
Anonymous : 2009-06-22 

 



 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZTFufbcx8DI 
I love Gypsies and Slavs.  
* 
Anonymous : 2009-06-22   Travellers or Pikeys or Gypsies, 
whatever you call them, Rock!  I think they're fascinating.  Fuck 
you and your suburb land McWorld. 
* 
Anonymous : 2009-06-22     in the US, we call em "mexicans" 
* 
Anonymous : 2009-06-22     Milkribs is a pretty cool guy, eh lives 
in a trailer park and doesn't afraid of anything. 
* 
!MILKRIBS4k : 2009-06-22     
I don't live in a trailer park, just a trailer OK! 
* 
!MILKRIBS4k : 2009-06-22    
I remember gypsies came to my middle school in grade 8! 
* 
Anonymous : 2009-06-22   
>>1    Yes, you are an idiot. Thank you for your confession.  Oh, 
you don't get why? Let me explain. First of all they are poor and 
mistreated, yet you expect them to wear suits and learn proper 
manners out of thin air. (Well would they do so, you would 
probably call that a bad trait too - picking on people is some kind 
of a virtue with you guys.)  The idiocy scale is off the chart where 
you describe the evil trait of "dragging buckets to the petrol station 
and filling them with the free car water to wash in", because I bet 
you figured that they had running tap water at home (because they 
can afford it, what with the stealing making them filthy rich and 
all) but that they were just washing themselves with that water as 
part of some ancient evil ritual, didn't you?   Second of all, if I kick 
you in the groin, will you hug me afterwards? I mean you claim to 
have a better heritage than gypsies, who's flaw is apparently that 
they get bitter and hostile towards a world who mistreats them, so I 
bet you can smile a big warm smile and make me some tea when 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZTFufbcx8DI


 

I'm done with you, right? Your kind is actually the very reason they 
feel this resentment, so if you're okay with people mistreating the 
cause of the gypsies being like this, just bend over and I'll make 
your wish come true. ...and remember you smile now, or else I'll 
count that against you. 
* 
Anonymous: 2009-06-23  Gypsies will cast a spell on their 
enemies, you better watch out  
* 
Anonymous : 2009-06-24    Throw the jew down the well 
* 
Anonymous : 2009-06-25   GYPSIES 
* 
Screwagypsy : 2009-11-13      Why treat somone well when they 
beg for money, send their kids to shoplift, put their wifes out to 
prostitute, they are shit. This gypsy woman pulls up to me at the 
grocery store parking lot where there is no gas station and asked if 
i could spare 5 to 10 dollars because she needed as so i asked if she 
was going to read me my fortune.  Fucking trash they are worse 
than ghetto ass black people 
* 
Anonymous : 2009-12-18     Milkribs is a gypsy.  True story. 
* 
Anonymous : 2009-12-19      
your the gypsie you necro'ed this thread. 
* 
bad ass : 2009-12-24  
i know a few dirty gipos. they are a bunch of theaving yellow 
pikey bastards that cant fight one on one. yellow bastards! Hitler 
should of wiped you all out .even though he was a prick himself 
* 
ella : 2010-01-30       
GO BACK TO INDIA WERE YOU BELONG !!! 
* 
Anonymous : 2010-03-05     gypsys are da bestttttt 

 



 

* 
Anonymous : 2010-03-05   and im 1 and i go to school how cud u 
hate them i live on a clean site 
* 
RedCream : 2010-03-05     Hatred of Gypsies?  Admit your role. 
* 
Anonymous : 2010-03-05        
Live and let live I say.  Hug, anyone? 
* 
Anonymous : 2010-03-05 *hug* 
* 
Anonymous : 2010-03-14     A gypsy walks into the job agency 
and says he's looking for a job. The guy there says "No problem, 
we have a CEO position open, the pay is great, you'll have a car 
with a driver and all expenses paid". The gypsy says "Now you are 
just making fun of me" "Yeah, but you started it." 
* 
Anonymous : 2010-03-21    you cant tar them all with 1 brush 
some of my friends are gypsys and thir good lads. but you do get 
the od wanker who thinks ther hard.1 on 1 they cant fight always in 
grops witch aint a fair fight! 
* 
anonymous. : 2010-04-08 01:17  right, im a travler andd i livee in 
a HOUSE and i go to SCHOOL, and i dnt STEAL orr TAX people 
so nashh on you fkin gorja skum! 
* 
Anonymous : 2010-04-08    Jeepers, lie on the couch all day, and 
you're lazy good for nothing leech on society.  Keep moving from 
place to place in a donkey-pulled wagon, and you're a thieving 
scum.  So what I propose is that we install couches in the wagons 
so that you can lie on the couch all day while moving from place to 
place. 
* 
GYPSIEno1 : 2010-04-09   NA YOU FKINN LITTLE GRINE, I 
DNT TRAVEL YOU FKIN SMELLY APE. I LIVE IN A HOUSE. 

 



 

SO GO GET A HAIRCUT ! 
* 
gypsy lass : 2010-04-10 09:23   here right you i am a gypsy i go to 
school i have a pretty good education and my family have a good 
eduaction i live in a fucking house + oi you anonymous cheek 
fucking cunt i don't move place to place + me or none of my 
family are not fucking theives so go and get a fucking bath you 
smelly little grindes! fuck you you collier bastards!  and i'd like to 
see you say that to a fucking gypsies face your face would get 
smashed in ! 
* 
gypsiee gal : 2010-04-10   yehh fuckinggg right i agree with gypsy 
lass gypsyss fuckingg ruleeeee gorrjjaaahhh bastarddsssss! 

V  (against the settled community) 
GYPSIEno1 : 2010-04-12 10:09   
GORJA SCUM GO DIE IN A HOLE OF AIDS! TRAVLAS 
RULE!     
* 
Anonymous : 2010-04-20 15:51   ROFL YOU CALL US 
SMELLY APES YOUR THE ONES WHO WASH YOURSELVES 
IN CAR WATER YOU FUCKING BUMS. GO LIVE IN TIP 
WHERE YOU CANT DO ANY DAMAGE OR MAKE ANY 
MESS U BUNCH OF FUCKING INBRED CUNTS. 
 PAHAHAHAHA 

V Anonymous : 2010-05-05 14:08    FUCKING GYPSIES 
THEY MUST ALL DIE 

V GYPSY FUCKER : 2010-05-06 11:23   FUCK ALL 
GYPSIES KILL THEM ALL FUCKERS I HATE THEM SO 
MUCH TRAVLAS CUNTS SUCKERS 
* 
Anonymous : 2010-05-06 15:58    

 



 

“We just grab a few coins here and there” 
Stopped reading right there.  Any semblance of a proposed defence 
was subject to an innate self-destruction sequence.  Council rests 
it's case, your Honours. 

V SimontheSorceror : 2010-06-07  
gypsies should be eradicated from the face of the earth scum of 
the earth a curse upon ye die from lung cancer or something worse 
and take your sizable families ( 12 children on average here in 
Hungary ) with you you gypsy scum don't even deserve one 
single oxygen atom to breathe. Thieving , stinky, welfare-
leeching, uneducated, criminals all of you I wholeheartedly wish 
all of you death ( preferably slow and painful ) and dedicate my 
life to bring on misery and preferably eradication of all your 
kind I already made a sizable donation to our local skinhead group 
and would encourage like-minded individuals to do so too ... at 
least they do something about them sure sure they are not perfect.   
Anyone wanna make some change and not just talk support your 
local skinhead groups or kill them yourself 
* 
Anonymous : 2010-06-07    @ SimontheSorceror    
Wow hold it there, you're sounding a little angry. How about you 
kick back and relax for a little while and then we can try to figure 
out where your hatred comes from? 
* 
SimontheSorceror : 2010-06-07   sadly it comes from personal 
experience of me and my brother and many schoolmates over the 
years time to take action people wake up or chat away while you 
still can 
* 
Anonymous : 2010-06-07   I'm dating a gypsy:/ 

V  Anonymous : 2010-06-07    Kill her. 
* 

 



 

Anonymous : 2010-06-07     You need to calm down. 
* 
Anonymous : 2010-06-08    I'm not into necrophilia, sir  :/ 
* 
SimontheSorceror : 2010-06-08  
Check out this fantastic song from Cher it's about Gypsies  
somehow I like this song  check it out 
    http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TOSZwEwl_1Q 
* 
Agermanguy : 2010-06-10     I hate gypsies too 
* 
Anonymous : 2010-06-10     Lot of hate here recently. 
* 
Anonymous : 2010-06-11      
the better to rape you with, my dear.  :/ 
* 
Anonymous : 2010-06-11    
well lets do it   rape me plz tear my clothes 
* 
Anonymous : 2010-06-11   present yourself for rapage. :/ 
* 
Anonymous : 2010-06-11   Before you could say 'gypsy scum' we 
were knee-deep in dog muck, thieving kids and crusty jugglers. We 
lost the title. And Irene lost her mind. She drove her Datsun Cherry 
into Sandford Gorge. From that moment on, I swore that I would 
do her proud. 
* 
Anonymous : 2010-06-14 
  http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/magazine/8728149.stm 
Looks like the Cumbria shootings were a little premature, amirite? 

V Anonymous : 2010-07-29  
The only good gypsy is a dead one. I'm not on about the original 
Romany gypsies, but the scum who travel around the country 
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nowadays, raping people, robbing everyone, leaving filth 
everywhere, being generally inbred and illiterate and thinking they 
are exempt from having to pay rates.  Scum, every single last one 
of them 
* 
Anonymous : 2010-07-29       Tsk. 
* 
Anonymous : 2010-08-06  
You people are really sick...hate is such a useless emotion. You 
hope Gypsy people get cancer. You are the cancer. I feel sorry for 
all of you. What garbage 
* 
Anonymous : 2010-08-06   
I'd rather be the cancer than get the cancer ... if you know what i 
mean. 
* 
Anonymous : 2010-08-13     Those fucking assholes always put 
curses on people anytime they get pissed off. What the hell, why 
dont they just deal with it or sue them like normal people do. 
V  Domas : 2010-08-26     Gipsies are evil, get rid of that shit 
* 
Anon : 2010-09-06        Dirty tinks! 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b62wWrhvLKY&feature=playe
r_embedded 
* 
Anonymous : 2010-09-15    In many places in the world, we're not 
allowed to have jobs, or go to school, get medical care or even own 
homes. We're forced to live that way. So fuck you. You can't force 
us to become thieves and then punish us for it. 
* 
Anonymous : 2010-09-15    You are welcome in the lounge where 
we enjoy morning whiskey and pancakes at any hour of the day.  
Ignore the rude belligerent miscreant that posts unfriendly twaddle. 
* 
CHANTEL : 2010-09-22    TO NONE GYPSYS UR THE SCUM 
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FUCKING LOW LIFE THAT LIVE IN COUNCIL HOUSEIS U 
SMACKHEADS WE DNT NEED TO GO TO SCHOOL CUZ WE 
CAN GET MONEY WIV OUT DOING IT AND WERE RICHER 
THAN U WE JUST USES YOUS FOOLS SO DROP DEAD 
FREEKS 
* 
anonymous : 2010-09-22    you shouldnt hate on gypsies because 
they dont go to school and things alot of americans steal to im not 
a gypsie and i think  they  are awesome. plus not all gypsies are 
thieves and s*ome do go to school so to all you haters go screw 
your self!!!! 
* 
Anonymous : 2010-09-23  Lack of grammar, spelling, sentence 
structure, argument and general cohesiveness = probably a persons 
who has never had formal education beyond the age of three.   
Poster is probably sitting in a two-star cafe, drinking free coffee, 
using the free wi-Fi internet to post, on a stolen laptop, whilst 
scanning the room for unattended handbags.    'nuff said. 

V Chris Pope : 2010-09-28  
Well they are scum and degenerate sub-human's as Adolf Hitler 
described them. No wonder he wanted to liquidate millions of 
these parasites from existance. What a shame his dream never 
came to full fruition. 
* 
Anonymous : 2010-09-29     
Hitler used the word 'scum'? Insightful maniac. 
* 
Anonymous : 2010-09-30    
Gypsies are shit. Fucking criminal scum. 
* 
Richard Day : 2010-10-04     
Gypsies are scum. They kill animals, kill people and steal. 
* 

 



 

im a gypsy from ny : 2010-10-19   im prouid of who i am. no i 
woodnt trade it for the world.  no, i didnt go to school i had hooked 
on fonix, why shouid i get a job? when i can have you! get a job 
and give me your life savings!! with my sweet promises and kind 
words. when i do readings i mean yous go to collage  but we have 
more knowledge by takeing your money and scaming the shit outta 
yous  and no we didnt buy this pc that were on your 100%right  we 
had one of your peoples charge it to there credit cards in exchange 
for some bull shit spiritual work we dont kill or put guns n kniffs to 
ur head for money you gladly give it to us so dont be mad at us 
because your house is being taken away or that  your car is in repo 
of that you cant send your kids to collage  or that you have bad 
credit!! better yous  then us gypsy   motha fuckers too bad 4 you  
diee with nothing!!  wile we will die with eveything you've ever 
wanted in life  and to all my gypsy keep up the good work. do what 
you were born to do get that moneytake that purse stay rich!        
pssychicannanyc 

V Anonymous : 2011-02-02 
William the Conqueror had a lovely method of dealing with 
undesirable scum like Gypos...  “Round them up and restrain the 
adults while their offspring are killed in front of them.  Then rape 
and kill the females in front of the males.  Finally, cut the hands 
and feet off the males but let them live.” 
* 
Lol : 2011-02-07     You have no idea who gypsies are. It is band of 
dirty and uneducated people who get houses for free. Goverment 
pay them houses and after 1 year they are ruined. Completely. 
Windows are broken, they make fire in their living rooms (from 
furniture)  they piss absolutely everywhere, shit everywhere. 
Companies have to demolish these houses. They do not respect 
anything, steal and are lazy to work. There is no way that they will 
work. Their culture is just get everything for free or steal it. They 
are born criminals I am telling you. Their parents send them to get 

 



 

some wood so they go to the national parks. Even police cant do 
anything because they send their children under 14.They have 
abused our hospitaly for centuries. I am from Slovakia and I know 
what I am talking about. All these people who just read bullshits 
from wikipedia or about their way of life is not true.T hey do not 
have religion, nothing is saint to them. If you like them.....please 
take them all. But even in western europe the learned that gypsy or 
we say (cigan) is not going to change. Goverment just has to look 
after them...they feed on your country. They are so numerous and 
multiply like rats. It is a future bomb in Europe that will explode in 
the next 30 years. 
* 
Anonymous : 2011-02-07       
Wow, they're even worse than niggers. 
* 
Anonymous : 2011-02-07      Tsk. 
* 
Anonymous : 2011-02-07            gypsies *ptoo* 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z9zNKZ0mQG0 
* 
Anonymous : 2011-02-07   Boo hoo. "Europe has Islamic 
extremists, multiculturalism has failed, Europe has freeloading 
gypsies".    You people whine too much, no one cares. 

V  Lol : 2011-02-08    Everyone who has no experience with 
gypsies should be quiet. Do not see gypsy like from latino tele 
novel. Have a look some Romanian, Bulgarian, Hungarian or 
Slovakian ones where I am come from. It is absolute disgrace of 
human being. People who knife someone for 2 Euro..(Im not 
jokking).Elderly persons are asaulted in their houses in the night. 
They get brutaly beated or killed. There was one guy in the center 
of Slovakia who tried to protect his dog. (it is normal for them to 
eat dogs) Make gulash from them. This guy was knifed and later 
on died in hospital. Why?...why...why...why? Because of 2 fucking 
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cigans who do not deserve anything else except bullet to their 
heads. Good gypsy is death gypsy. This is not racism this is 
unfortunately fact.  http://www.stormfront.org/forum/t268132/ 
* 
Dee : 2011-02-08    If you want us to leave u gypsies alone, leave 
things that don't fuckin belong to you alone.   Thieving uneducated 
shits that you are. 
* 
Anonymous : 2011-02-08   The reason why you're alwalys on the 
go ,(gypo) is because you're wanted for theft, robbery, burglary ect.  
SCUM YOU LOT ARE  Go home. Oh I forgot you don't have 1.  
What's the point in me writing this, because these uneducated 
fuckers can't read. 
* 
Anonymous : 2011-02-23    Don't compare Slavs and that scum: 
Gypsies. I'm Polish and we hate the Gypsies so much!  I would tax 
them so much that they would be forced to leave all of the first 
world countries. They have such a primitve society; they treat 
women horribly. They have nothing better to do than leach off 
good, hard-working folk like my aunt. She has a small hotel and 
she doesn't accept gypsies. Why? They all trashed their hotel 
rooms and been loud, rude, stolen something and disgusting! Scum 
of the earth! 
* 
PKD2RIP : 2011-02-23   gypsies are my family you motherfucker. 
thats a ban right there. 
* 
Anonymous : 2011-02-24       I fucking hate rednecks. 
* 
katie : 2011-04-25   There is nothing wrong with be a gypsy were 
just the same as everyone else just we live in trailers and have 
different views you. Just coz were different doesnt mean ur any 
better 
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V Richard : 2011-04-25  
The extermination of the Gypsy sub-humans will be applauded by 
all, and since they have never made any contribution to civilization 
they will not be missed. 
* 
RedCream : 2011-04-25      Why are they so greasy? 

V AnonAnger : 2011-06-04 14:02 
Gypsies go die. Thieving scum, you have no education. We are 
superior to you in every format. How can YOU call us thick? We 
have an education system. What do you learn from birth? How to 
steal food and scam money. What do normal members of society 
learn? ABC, 123, how Science works. We use your stupid 'fortune' 
games because we want the entertainment of you looking a twat or 
we feel sorry for you. And you're not a gypsy if you live in a 
house, retard. 
* 
RedCream : 2011-06-04   What do gypsies do at home (however 
that is defined) when they are not spending their time stealing and 
defrauding? 
* 
Xa: 2011-06-04   Fucking gypsies are very dangerous. In Hungary 
they kill everybody and they dont scare from the police... 
* 
DIANA SMITH : 2011-06-06     I AM A GYPSY AND I DONT 
STEEL DO U STEEL DO U LIVE IN A HOUSE I LIVE IN A 
HOUSE MY KIDS DONT STEEL AND KNOW ONE IN MY 
FAIMLY DOSE SO U DONT KNOW WHAT THE HELL U ARE 
TALKING ABOUT OK 
* 
sage : 2011-06-06  
Can I marry you to get access to your fraudulently-obtained 
welfare benefits fortune? 

 



 

* 
Anonymous : 2011-06-13     
pretty sure gyspies are mythical, like goblins 

V  Steve : 2011-07-21 18:35    
A few weeks ago I was walking to the next village. I had to go past 
a roundabout where some gypsies had set up camp. I was walking 
along minding my own business as I have always done on that 
stretch of road. One caravan was right next to the footpath with the 
door open I just casually glanced inside still walking (I didn't stop 
and stare it was a proper quick glance). Then a Irish voice from 
inside tells me to "Fuck Off" and asks me "what the fuck I'm 
looking at"? I just carried on walking down the country lane 
(where I grew up and had walked down a thousand times before) 
and quietly thought to myself Fuck you you gypsy cunt I thought 
you dirty Irish pickey scum fuck you come to my village and start 
throwing your weight about uninvited thieving dirty nail bomb 
planting dog shit. I never had a problem with the traveling 
community I even had quite a bit of sympathy for there arguments 
as some of my best friends had been new age travelers but after 
being threatened by one for daring to look at him I just thought 
fuck off and die dog shit. Now I always support evictions and 
anyone who wants to fuck with Gypsies. Good shooting Tony 
Martin. Ironicly I would have said hello but they don't want to 
befriend people they just want to steal of them and blame people 
who live in houses for everything. I live in a house and I didn't 
make the world what it is. I don't think that because someone lives 
a different life to me that it makes them "fair game". Fuck gypsies 
exterminate them they are filth... 
* 
Anonymous : 2011-07-21     You are the scum. 
* 
Anonymous : 2011-07-21   Gypsies were the niggers of Europe, 
before the Muzzies showed up. 

 



 

V  Travis : 2011-08-16  
Totally agree, man - It's a shame we can't just kill all of the 
gypsies.  I'd volunteer to do the dirty work: I'd snap the throats of 
little beggar gypsies.  As far as gyppos vs Muslims is concerned, 
it's hard to tell.  If you were going to ask me whether gyppos were 
worse than gays, I'd say  yes - gays are clean, don't steal anything, 
and don't breed.  Muslims over-breed, but it's fun to lead their 
teenage girls astray.  You can't lead a 16 year old gyppo girl astray 
because by that age she has three kids already.... 
* 
Travis : 2011-08-16    Oh and I hate this internet connection too.  
Then again, I'm in a mountain spa in Serbia... I don't really expect 
much. 

V  Anonymous : 2011-09-07 16:46 
Gypsies are fucking filth and should be cleansed somehow. They 
are not part of society but want its benefits and to leech off it 
without suffering any of its drawbacks. Low creatures. 

V  Anonymous : 2011-09-07    
Each gypsy baby makes an excellent spicy stew. 

V Anonymous : 2011-09-13 
HOLY FUCK I HATE FUCKING GYPSIES TOO  
EXTERMINATE THE FUCKING SCUM BAGS 

V lee : 2011-09-13 19:11 
oh yeh ya cant fight ya cant work or bring ya kids up rite all ye are 
is bunch of inbread over fed fukin cry babies with nothing better 
todo if it wasnt for decent hard working members of society  ye 
wouldnt be here yer worse than the muslims all travellers /gipos 
/same thing/ should be killed at birth actually we should just hand 

 



 

out guns to willing MEMBERS OF SOCIETY and kill all their 
females and make the males work for food in cocentration camps 
the only reason some people tollarate them is because they know 
these cunts never stik around anywhere long enough  to face the 
music plus yer not worth getting into truble for when are we the 
people going to stand up to the fukkas who are they to opt out of 
society DEATH TO THE GYPPOS WHOS WITH ME IM NOT 
AFFRAID SINNFIEN CHUKKYALLArh  WELL GIVE IT to ya 
ya dirty little bastards most of them say there irish half of them 
havent even been there it seems anyone/e.i criminals/can just steal 
a caravan live it and hide this one goes out to all the dirty cunts 
/gyppos from stopsley wigmore lane ye are the DIRTYEST 
CUNTS THAT EVER WALKED THE FACE OF GODS GREEN 
ERTH YE WOULD BE BETTER OFF TO JUST FUCK OFF 
OUT OF IT.OH THIS ONE TO YOU  IN STARBUKS WHERE 
THE FUCK DID A CUNT LIKE YOU GET A LAPTOP SOME 
POOR CUNT IS WITHOUT THEIR LAPTOP ARNT THEY AND 
HOW DID YOU GET INTO APLACE LIKE STARBUKS WHO 
DID YOU ROB TO GET A CUP OF COFFEE LET ME KNOW 
WHEN GET SOMEONE ELS TO READ THIS FOR YOU YOU 
DIRTY LITTLE TRAMP LEE MEALY OH YEH I NEALY 
FORGOT TO LET YOU ALL KNOW THAT YOUR WRONG 
YOUR MOTHERS ARE AND WERE ALL PROSTITUTES SO 
HOW CAN YOU SAY YOUR ITTINARANTS WICH /MEANS A 
PERSON WHO HAS NO HOME HOMELESS/IF YOU DONT 
KNOW WHO YOUR DADS WEREFUKING DIRTY SCUMMY 
GYPSYS 
* 
!L33tUKZj5I : 2011-09-13        
@ lee     Drunken Irish rage filled typing detected. 
* 
Anonymous : 2011-09-13  
WELL COME ON WATS RONG CANT YOU READ OR RITE 
YOUDIRTY INDBREAD SMELLY BUNCH OF DOGS GO ON 
YA COWARDS FUCKING COWARDS I SAW TWO GIPPIOS 

 



 

FIGHTING ON YOU TUBE IVE NEVER LAGHED AS MUCH 
IN MY LIFE THESE GUY S THINK THEIR HARDMEN WAT A 
FUCKING JOKE WAT DO YE KNOW OBOUT FIGHTING ALL 
YE CAN DO IS SMASH WINDOWS LEE MEALY NO I DONT 
DRINK MATE I WORK FOR A LIVING /DIVER/ DRINKING IS 
FOR GYPPOS MY SPELLING MIGHT NOT BE GREAT ITS 
BEEN A LONG TIME SINCE I WAS IN SHCOILE THATS 
IRISH FOR SHCOOL BUT AT LEAST MY PARENT SENT ME 
TO  SCHOOL COME WAT NOTHING TO AD OH YEH THEY 
CANT READ CAN THEY THEY PROBABLY GOT NIKED 
WITH THE LAPTOP THEY CANT USE OR THEY SOLD IT 
TWICE TO 2 DIFFERENT PEOPLE FOR DRINK MONEY OR 
CRACK MONEY WHILE THEIR KIDS ARE SOMWHERE ON 
THE SIDE OF THE ROAD STAVING TO DEATH ANLONG 
WITH THE SLAVES /HOSTAGES/HORSES/GOD HELPTHEM 
* 
!L33tUKZj5I : 2011-09-13      
If that's you typing sober, kill yourself. 

V    LEEM : 2011-09-13 20:26 
MABE I WILL KILL MYSELF but not before i kill a few hundred 
gippos i wont and this one goes out to all those gypos that say oh i 
live in a house and oh i go to shcool  and oh i dont steal bullshit i 
dont bellive anny of you your all lyers thives just because you live 
idoors and your going toshcool that dosnt make youas good as the 
rest of us how manny caravans are in your diveway that some poor 
cunt laid for you and you more than likely didnt pay him for how 
long will you stay in that house arnt you lukky your in shcool youll 
still allways be a DIRTY INBREAD GIPPSY CUNT YOU WILL 
NEVER BE A PRODUCTIVE MEMBER OF SOCIETY LOOK 
ON THE BRIGHT SIDE AT LEAST YOU MIGHT JUST 
MANAGE TO PICK WHAT WE CALL READING SO WHEN 
YOUR COUNCIL TAX BILL COMES IN YOULL HAVE NO 
EXUSES OHYEH AND REMEMBER THAT THE WATER YOU 

 



 

GET IN THE GARAGES IS FOR YOUR TRANSIT OR HIACE 
VAN ITS NOT WASHING YOUR FACE WITH CUNT                 
AYEYOU150 YOOSE JUST USSES US FOOLS DO YOU WELL 
ISNT IT AGOODS  JOB US GORGES ARE HEAR TOO BE 
USED THEN AYETHATS WERE YOU GET YOUR MONEY 
FROM THELIKES OF US LIKE THE LITTLE OLD GRANNY 
YOU BURGLED THE OTHER DAY YEH DO YOU KNOW 
WAT IT ISYE ARE ALL SO SO USELESS WHY DONT YOU 
GET A JOB FOR YOUR SEIF NO BECAUSE YOU CANT 
THATS WHY YOU USE OTHER PEOPLE TO GET WAT YOU 
WANT THIS IS WHY YOU ARE  ALL CHILD ABUSEING 
THIEVIING BULLYING LAZY DIRTY THILTHY INBREAD 
PACK OF GOBSHITE MOTHERFUKERS WHO FLOAT 
ABOUT DOING HARM AND CAUSING MAYHEM TO 
PEOPLE THAT DONT EVEN KNOW YOU OR EVEN CARE 
WHO YOU ARE OR WAT YOU ARE YOU INSIST ON 
BROADCASTING THE FACT THAT YOU HAVE NO SHAME 
IT ALL THERE FOR THE WORLD TO SEE AND ASFOR YE 
BEING RICHER THAN USWHERE DO YOU GET YOUR 
MONEY FROM PROSTITUTION ISIT YOUNG GIRLS AND 
BOYS INIT YOUR ALL  PEADOS         AND HERE BLESSED 
ARE THE POOR FOR THEIRS ARE THE RICHES OF THE 
KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. 
* 
Anonymous : 2011-09-13     RedCream, I suggest you promptly 
come up with a clever and amusing name for >>244-246,248,250. 
* 
LEE M : 2011-09-13 22:03   STEVE YOUR AN ENGLISH 
VILLAGE GAY GIPPO OR NO GIPPO YA DONT LOOK INTO 
THEIR CARAVANS ESPESAILY WHEN YOUR ON YOUR 
OWN AND THERES 50 OF THEM THATS ASKING FOR IT 
NOT ALL IRISH PEOPLE ARE GIPPOS FUCKYOU STEVE 
FAGGOT .,,KATIE FUCK OFF .,,DIANA SMITH YOU MUST 
BE A GIPPO ................................LEE M SPOKES MAN FOR 
SINN  FEIN THE OLD IRA  ..............PROVO GYPSY HEAD 

 



 

HUNTER............./SLEAPERCELL/ 
* 
LEE M : 2011-09-13    AYE #251YOUR A FOGGOT TOO 
* 
Anonymous : 2011-09-13  
FAGGOT THAS A GOOD NAME FOR 244 246. 284. 250  
FOGGOT THINK ILL GO TO I HATE GYPSYS AND 
FOGGOTS .COM/CUNTS WITH FUCK ALLBETTER TO DO 
THA N READ MY COMMENTS 
* 
RedCream : 2011-09-13    By the power vested in me by 
Zay'ldannir, lord of the mountains, I proclaim >>244-246,248,250 
to have the name Sickedup. 
* 
LEEM : 2011-09-13 22:22    OI RED CREAM FOGGOT IS A 
MUCH BETTER WORD DONT YOU THINK ...............UNLESS 
THAT IS YOUR AFOGGOT 2 
* 
RedCream : 2011-09-13   
The IP address 244.246.284.250 is invalid. Each octet cannot 
exceed 255. 
██F█A█I█L█ █F█A█I█L█ █F█A█I█L█ █F█A█I█L█ 
█F█A█I█L██ 
* 
LEEM : 2011-09-13  
OI RED CREAM GET LIFE GET OFF THE COMPUTER YOU 
LITTLE FAGGOT 
* 
deekatme : 2011-09-16     Stall yer mangin.. The scaldies dini ken 
fit we are deein. Eye we steal yer laptops and soak your bandwinth 
but yer scaldies, ye need it din ti ye. you fuckin flattys are worse 
than gypos ye fuckin neds we ken how tae speak yer lingo half ye 
fuckers never went to school. Ye only hay mas n nae da's, you 
flatty people rape cats n dogs and go on jeermy kyle high on crack, 
you Scaldy basterds are junkie fuckers who has sex with almost 

 



 

anything. So i am a Gypo and proud because i DO NOT FUCK 
CATS N DOGS.. YOU SCALDY BASTERDS++ A PIKEY WON 
YER FUCKIN BIG BROTHER SHITE WE TRAVALERS ARE 
TAKING THE LAND BACK.. 
* 
!L33tUKZj5I : 2011-09-16  This troll actually must be from the 
UK, has to be due to the lingo.  Where you from, potatoe boy? 
* 
AEA : 2011-09-17   >>1 Just because one black person is a 
nigger doesn't mean all black people are niggers. You have a 
racist outlook on "gypsies" because of one person, or group's 
behavior. Reevaluate your perception. 
* 
Anonymous : 2011-09-19  gypos uneducated definatly   smelly 
and rank correct   blight on the public hell yes  bunch of cheap 
stealing thives, when i was young i witnessed a bunch of gypos 
take a old iron war memorial off a airbase   rude and land 
destroying cunts agreed   and finally poor fuck no the amount of 
money they get from  stealing your shit and renting out there kids 
as whores them bitchs rake in the dosh also helps that they dont 
pay any kind of tax back to the country always makes it lighter on 
the pocket 
* 
!L33tUKZj5I : 2011-09-19  At the traveller site in the UK, the 
cops went in and found slaves. They'd been picking up the 
homeless and making them work in slavery, some hadn't left the 
site for as long as fifteen years.   Fuck gypseys. 
http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/news/3808387/Held-
gypsy-gang-that-caged-slaves.html       
* 
Anonymous : 2011-09-19    Holy shit...I guess I see why people 
hate gypsies 

V    Luigi : 2012-01-19     Gypsies are the scum of the earth. I'd 
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have all of the thieving rotten sponging scumbags shot on sight. 
Fucking hate them. 
* 
Anonymous : 2012-01-19    "You have a racist outlook on 
'gypsies' because of one person, or group's behavior."     Yes, 
because of one group's behavior:  gypsies.  If truth is "racist," then 
what you call "racism" is the truth. 

V  Luigi : 2012-01-19  
Fucking scum cunts. Gypsies need to be exterminated. Cunts the 
lot of them. Reckon they don't need society? Why do they have 
cars? Why do they need gas? These cunts are sponging fuckers that 
need eradicating. Fucking Irish cunts, 
* 
Anonymous : 2012-01-19    Fucking gypo. 
* 
Luigi : 2012-01-19      And they fuck their sisters. Inbred cunts. 
V Anonymous : 2012-01-19      Fucking gypsies. I say we kill 'em 
all! 

V  dane : 2012-01-23  
With me mates in cafe yesterday and some filthy gypos started on 
us for no reason   love to see erm evicted from site thevin scum  or 
better still burn the caravans down pref with erm in it  inbreads 

V annoy : 2012-01-23  
What's wrong with being racist towards gypos they deserve 
everything they get one down my area got killed and the person got 
life for it should of given him a me del the only good gypsy is a 
dead one  burn them alive  PS lee everything you say is true   any 
gypos  wanna argue bring it on any time any place inbreads   Think 
you so hard that's why it takes 50of you on one person  ere are I 
live in Liverpool  so u wanna have ago 

 



 

V Anonymous : 2012-01-23    >>283-285  Fucking Brits, I 
should force the lot of you to be raped by niggers. Except L33tUK, 
he's a nice guy. 

V dane : 2012-01-23  
283 obsily filthy gypo  tell u wat  u on about rape look at ur lot 
teen lads grab. Erm I mean rape  girl gypos then drag back to there 
chavy caravan does us all a favor and  burn pikey scum  go 
practice your friggin spells curses and  shite  elsewhere  filthy  in 
reads 
* 
annon : 2012-01-23 10:58  Yeah he's probley nice. Cost he's 
probley gypsy scum to 
* 
Anonymous : 2012-01-23     >>287-289  Speak English, please! 

V dane : 2012-01-24 08:22 
Me an in read ur the ones who sleep around with your cousins. 
Brothers sisters mothers  u wanna argue love to see u do it to me 
face  but u would bring all your in read  mates along  who's reading 
this for u  hope ur in uk  that way someone will evict u  or better 
still stab u to death then set fire to ur vans with ur family inside it 
* 
>:/ : 2012-01-24 Seems you spend way too much time 
complaining about city streets and filth to even bother moving into 
a smaller town, dickshit. 
* 
dane : 2012-01-24  
Strange dialect I am friggin English Liverpool in England wanker  
u wanna  smack anytime  anywhere dickhead   i will snap your 
friggin head off  bring it on  arsehole your the chav and your Mrs 
is a prossie go rob some poor old person or sell pegs knobhead 
* 

 



 

Anonymous: 2012-01-24  
knobhead KNOBHEAD  KNOBHEAD  KNOBHEAD  That is 
GRATE! 

V dane : 2012-01-24 
Oh yeah. Any dirty gypos in Liverpool area wanna smack I will 
gladly smack your face in inbread cunts  so bring it on you filthy 
bastards  and I will come alone don't need 50 people  and I ain't a 
chav  got me own house and I pay bills more than u  filthy smelly 
bastards do  I ever see any gypo on my street I burn there vans 
down  Bring it on  I'll  twat all 300of the filthy cunts and set fire  to 
ur vans  bring it on town center anytime  cops or no cops I'll come 
alone  don't need 300 tosers with me I'll kick your friggin heads in.  
Bring it on  anytime. I'll knock 300 off you out town center 
anytime I'll be alone cops or no cops  the are  just as long as. You 
lot die  I take all you one at a time u ain't hard  u pussys  oh yeah 
take a bath first  Oh yeah. Any dirty gypos in Liverpool area wanna 
smack I will gladly smack your face in inbread cunts  so bring it on 
you filthy bastards  and I will come alone don't need 50 people  
and I ain't a chav  got me own house and I pay bills more than u  
filthy smelly bastards do  I ever see any gypo on my street I burn 
there vans down 

V  Anonymous : 2012-01-24  
Any time a gyppo dies in an accident or murder, the rest of us just 
laugh. 
* 
dane : 2012-01-24 
Making fun of me friggin name pikey bastard  come on  then  say 
it to me face  I didn't post last comment dick hole  but I do agree 
with it I laugh at dead gypsys grounds best place for you  u wanna 
make fun of me love to see u  say it to me face  how do u read this 
or your crackwhore read it u  To me face asshole  you do know u 
can done for calling people a nixxxx asshole if u can  get done for 

 



 

having ago at u arseholes report me I don't give a shit  about it I 
would say it to ur unwashed friggin face   go back to your teen 
13year old wife pedo  and think of something original asswhipe 
* 
Anonymous : 2012-01-24  
Post 311 (deleted by author as too explicit) ain't from me  retard as 
ain't racist against  black people just bloody gypos 

V   dane : 2012-01-24  
Note 311  (deleted by author as too explicit)   ain't from me its 
from some friggin  gypsy. Scum  I hate you all gypsys I am gonna 
come  to your appelby fair with a big. Can of petrol  and touch u 
all  Assholes 
*  
 dane : 2012-01-24   NIGGERS   KIKES  FAGGOTS     I WANT 
THEM ALL INSIDE ****    I'M QUEER    I'M  HERE     BUY 
ME A BEER 
* 
dane : 2012-01-24  
Piss off posting in my name  pikey bastard   before I kick ur Frigin 
head in  whear u from retard cost gonna  touch  ur van k getting 
board now  gonna argue with someone whose worth it  who ain't 
stole a laptop 

V  Anonymous : 2012-01-24   Gyppos pound pork nails into 
unshaven peaches. This produces grandmothers by age 28. Kill 
them all. 

V      dane : 2012-01-24  Agreed m8kill all the twats and stop 
posting in my :-) bloody name sorry only thing u can spell  forgot 
that 

V  Anonymous : 2012-01-24  
d Not u annoymous I mean all the filthy pikeys u do know its 

 



 

against the law to steal other peoples identity oh well another thing 
for your long criminal record  Die u bunch of dirty cunts 
* 
dane : 2012-01-25    I am a nigger lover i love big nigger *** *** 
*** oohh yeeeaahh 
* 
Anonymous : 2012-01-25   What the hell has been happening to 
/lounge/ lately? So much shitposting, it's unbelievable. 
* 
Anonymous : 2012-01-25   I agwee. 
* 
gypos-arse : 2012-01-25   any old iron!!!   POTATO!!!!!! 
* 
Anon : 2012-01-25         wow 
* 
Smelly dirty gypsi twats!!!! : 2012-02-28  
Gypsi's keep saying for us to leave them alone... Well why do you 
keep interfering with us...? :-/. All they do is drive about in dirty 
vans ad show off to eachother how hard they are, and how many 
horses they got?? I find it pathetic and laughable... Dont forget 
them shouting out of their window of the van "oii matey, can i 
have that bit of scrap there?"  No fuck off, you get enough money 
stealing things.. Let me have it..   C. U. N. T. S!!!!!!!!!!!!!!      
HATE YOU!! 
* 
anti : 2012-03-07  
thieving gits. fuck off the lot of you. You're not wanted now, you 
weren't wanted before & you'll definitely never be wanted in the 
future. FUCK OFF. 
* 
Anonymous : 2012-03-07  
I used to be sympathetic to gypsies. I liked their lifestyle and 
always found it hilarious how chavs on the dole looked down on 
travellers as scum. However they are very scary folk. I was 
walking through a local field where hundreds, hundreds of them 

 



 

had camped out, and they all stopped and stared at me. Children 
stopped running, women stopped tending to horses, men stopped 
their banter. They all glared at me. I have never felt more hated in 
my entire life. And I didn't even do anything. I was just walking 
past a public field, one I have walked through a hundred times 
before. 

V   KillGyppoScum : 2012-03-11 11:02 
Fucking gyppo-scumbags are all inbred -FACT! And look that 
their scabby kids! They stick em in a tea-towel, call it a skirt and 
teach them to pole dance like the ugly sluts they, their sisters and 
their mothers are! None of the them can read, they all stink of 
horse-shit and they are all fucking ugly cunts! Round them up like 
the cockroaches they are and gas em all in a fucking chamber, the 
world would be a better place! Even their presence on this page 
makes me feel sick so I won't be coming back to read their random 
tapping of keys, hoping it makes a sentence hahahahahahha 
DIRTY STINKING GYPSY CUNTS, GO AND HAVE A WASH 
FOR FUCK SAKE! 
* 
Anonymous : 2012-03-11  Do you find this fucking thread on 
Google or something? Seriously you chav cunts, fuck off. 
* 
Anonymous : 2012-03-11     www.usingenglish.com 
* 
AnoN : 2012-03-13 The most amusing 20 minutes of my life 
reading all the comments !! Some people are just so witty ! And 
others are pikeys ! 
* 
Laura:  2012-03-22    I always thought little of gypsys as they are 
a selfish race. I cannot believe they are a religious bunch, honestly 
i would say i am more of a saint and i do not belong to a religion. I 
would never belittle myself by wearing the dicusting and revealing 
clothing their women wear. Let alone entering a place of worship 

 



 

like that! They should be ashamed. On the whole i would say that 
english women are of a higher standard. I am 21 and have very 
high morals. I am in education and i manage to look after my 
fiance as well as keeping my brain healthy. I also have never had 
another partner. They really need to rethink the way they live their 
lives if they are religious. 
* 
Anonymous : 2012-03-22    I agree completely with you Laura. 
Hey, want to fuck? 
* 
Gypsys for life!! : 2012-03-23 
Listen you fuckers, Gypsys used to be very very good people until 
one day you faggits just wanted to pick on them they were light 
hearted sweet gentle and you faggits after what they did for you 
invent weapons cloths everything they tried all there best yet... Try 
we're Acused for no reason.. WELL YOU KNOW WHAT BITCH 
**** **** **** HOW WOULD YOU LIKE IT IF GYPSYS 
RULE THE WORLD  AND AMERICANS WERE BLAMED 
FOR NO REASON AND WANTED TERMINATED!!!!!! Bitch 
ass fuckers KON SI YEL GYPSY TE CHA KAN BARO KAR PE 
PRICEZI AMERICANS!!!! 

V  Anonymous : 2012-03-23  
I believe that gypsies should be killed. They're like niggers, but 
worse. 
                                                                                                                                         
© Lounge 
***************************************************** 
 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antiziganism                                 
                         Anti-ziganism 
 
Antiziganism or Anti-Romanyism is hostility, prejudice or racism 
directed at the Romani people, also known as Gypsies.  As an 
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endogamous culture with a tendency to practise self-segregation 
[citation needed], the Romanis have generally resisted assimilation 
with the indigenous communities of whichever countries they have 
moved to; they have thus successfully preserved their distinctive 
and unique culture. The price of this cultural longevity, however, 
has been a degree of isolation from the surrounding population that 
has made them vulnerable to being stereotyped as thieves, tramps, 
con men and fortune tellers. Due in part to this same cultural 
segregation, the Romanis have been subject to various forms of 
discrimination throughout history and in nearly all the countries in 
which they have settled. 
 
The root zigan (pronounced ['tsigaːn] is the basis of the word given 
to the Roma people in many European languages. Note however, 
that in several regions [which?] "zigan" and its variations are 
considered derogatory and offensive. [citation needed] Many 
activists [who?] and scholars [who?] prefer the phrase "Roma-
phobia". [citation needed] 
 
History of Antiziganism in the Middle Ages 
In the early 13th century Byzantine records, the Atsínganoi are 
mentioned as "wizards... who are inspired satanically and pretend 
to predict the unknown."[1] By the 16th century, many Romanies 
in Eastern and Central Europe worked as musicians, metal 
craftsmen, and soldiers.[2] As the Ottoman Turks expanded into 
the territory of modern Bulgaria, they relegated Romanies, seen as 
having "no visible permanent professional affiliation", to the 
lowest rung of the social ladder.[3]  In Royal Hungary (present-day 
West-Slovakia, West-Hungary and West-Croatia), strong anti-
Romani policies emerged since they were increasingly seen as 
Turkish spies or as a fifth column. In this atmosphere, they were 
expelled from many locations and increasingly adopted a nomadic 
way of life.[4]  The first anti-Romani legislation was issued in 
March of Moravia in 1538, and three years later, Ferdinand I 
ordered that Romanies in his realm be expelled after a series of 

 



 

fires in Prague. Seven years later, the Diet of Augsburg declared 
that "whosoever kills a Gypsy, will be guilty of no murder."[5] In 
1556, the government stepped in to "forbid the drowning of 
Romani women and children."[6]  In England, the Egyptians Act 
1530 banned Romanies from entering the country and required 
those living in the country to leave within 16 days. Failure to do so 
could result in confiscation of property, imprisonment and 
deportation. The act was amended with the Egyptians Act 1554, 
which directed that they abandon their "naughty, idle and ungodly 
life and company" and adopt a settled lifestyle. However, for those 
who failed to adhere to a sedentary existence the Privy council 
interpreted the act to permit execution of non-complying Romanies 
'as a warning to others'.[7] 
 
History of Antiziganism  in the 18th & 19th century 
In 1710, Joseph I issued an edict against the Romani, ordering 
"that all adult males were to be hanged without trial, whereas 
women and young males were to be flogged and banished forever." 
In addition, they were to have their right ears cut off in the 
kingdom of Bohemia, in the March of Moravia, the left ear. In 
other parts of Austria they would be branded on the back with a 
branding iron, representing the gallows. These mutilations enabled 
authorities to identify them as Romani on their second arrest. The 
edict encouraged local officials to hunt down Romani in their areas 
by levying a fine of 100 Reichsthaler for those failing to do so. 
Anyone who helped Romani was to be punished by doing a half-
year's forced labor. The result was "mass killings" of Romani. In 
1721, Charles VI amended the decree to include the execution of 
adult female Romani, while children were "to be put in hospitals 
for education."[8]  In 1774, Maria Theresa of Austria issued an 
edict forbidding marriages between Romani. When a Romani 
woman married a non-Romani, she had to produce proof of 
"industrious household service and familiarity with Catholic 
tenets", a male Rom "had to prove ability to support a wife and 
children", and "Gypsy children over the age of five were to be 

 



 

taken away and brought up in non-Gypsy families."[9]  A panel 
was established in 2007 by the Romanian government to study the 
18th and 19th century use of Romani as slaves for Princes, local 
landowners, and monasteries. Slavery of Romani was outlawed in 
Romania around 1856.[10]    Petty theft was a regular justification 
for persecution of Romanies. In 1899, the Nachrichtendienst in 
Bezug auf die Zigeuner ("Intelligence Service Regarding the 
Gypsies") was set up in Munich under the direction of Alfred 
Dillmann, cataloguing data on all Romani individuals throughout 
the German lands. It did not officially close down until 1970. The 
results were published in 1905 in Dillmann’s Zigeuner-Buch,[11] 
that was used in the following years as justification for the 
Porajmos. It described the Romani people as a "plague" and a 
"menace", but almost exclusively presented as Gypsy crime 
trespassing and the theft of food.[11] 
 
German Nazi deportation of Sinti and Roma  
from Asperg, 1940 
Persecution of Romani people reached a peak during World War II 
in the Porajmos, the Nazi genocide of Romanis during the 
Holocaust. Because the Romani communities of Eastern Europe 
were less organized than the Jewish communities, it is more 
difficult to assess the actual number of victims though the U.S. 
Holocaust Memorial Research Institute in Washington puts the 
number of Romani lives lost by 1945 at between 500,000 and 1.5 
million. Former ethnic studies professor Ward Churchill has argued 
that the Romani population suffered proportionally more genocide 
than the Jewish population of Europe and that their plight has 
largely been sidelined by scholars and the media.[12] The 
extermination of Romanies by the German Nazi authorities in the 
Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia was so thorough that the 
Bohemian Romani language became a dead language. The policy 
of the Nazis varied across countries they conquered: they killed 
almost all the Romanis in the Baltic countries, yet they did not 
attempt to eliminate the Romanis in Denmark or Greece.  

 



 

Romanies were also persecuted by the Ustashe in Croatia, who 
were allied to the Nazis. There were hardly any Romanies left in 
Croatia after the war. 
 
Contemporary antiziganism 
(website showing photo)  Romani woman demonstrating in 
Bucharest against an Antiziganistic remark of the Romanian 
president Traian Băsescu against a journalist who bothered him in 
May 2007.[13] The text on the shirt (photo on website)  is Ţigancă 
împutita! ("Stinking gypsy!") According to a report issued by 
Amnesty International in 2011, "...systematic discrimination is 
taking place against up to 10 million Roma across Europe. The 
organization has documented the failures of governments across 
the continent to live up to their obligations".[14]  Antiziganism has 
continued in the 2000s, particularly in Romania, Bulgaria, 
Slovakia,[15] Hungary,[16] Slovenia[17] and Kosovo.[18] 
Romanis often live[citation needed] in low-class ghettos, are 
subject to discrimination in jobs and schools, and are often subject 
to police brutality. In Bulgaria, professor Ognian Saparev has 
written articles stating that 'Gypsies' should be confined to ghettos 
because they do not assimilate, are culturally inclined towards 
theft, have no desire to work, and use their minority status to 
'blackmail' the majority.[19] European Union officials censured 
both the Czech Republic and Slovakia in 2007 for forcibly 
segregating Romani children from normal schools.[20]  The 
manele, their modern music style, was prohibited in some cities of 
Romania in public transport[21], taxis[22] or festivals [23] [24], an 
example of the discrimination against Romani culture, a sample of 
a official antiziganism in today Romania.  As of 2006, many 
Romanies who had previously lived in Kosovo, lived in displaced 
refugee communities in Montenegro and Serbia. Those who 
remain often fear attacks from ethnic Albanians who see them as 
"Serb Collaborators". In February 2007, three Romani women in 
Slovakia received compensation after suing a hospital for 
sterilizing them while they were underage and without their 

 



 

consent. While the sterilizations occurred in 1999 and 2002, and 
the women had been repeatedly appealing to prosecutors since 
then, they were up until this time ignored.[25]  The Council of 
Europe Commissioner for Human Rights, Thomas Hammarberg, 
has been an outspoken critic of Antiziganism, both in reports and 
periodic Viewpoints. In August 2008, Hammarberg noting that 
"today's rhetoric against the Roma is very similar to the one used 
by Nazis and fascists before the mass killings started in the thirties 
and forties. Once more, it is argued that the Roma are a threat to 
safety and public health. No distinction is made between a few 
criminals and the overwhelming majority of the Roma population. 
This is shameful and dangerous."[26] 
 
According to the latest Human Rights First Hate Crime Survey, 
Romanies routinely suffer assaults in city streets and other public 
places as they travel to and from homes, workplaces, and markets. 
In a number of serious cases of violence against Romani people, 
attackers have also sought out whole families in their homes, or 
whole communities in settlements predominantly housing 
Romanis. These widespread patterns of violence are sometimes 
directed both at causing immediate harm to Romanis, without 
distinction between adults, the elderly, and small children and 
physically eradicating the presence of Romani people in towns and 
cities in several European countries.[27]   The practice of placing 
Romani students in segregated schools or classes remains 
widespread in countries across Central and Eastern Europe.[28] In 
Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, and Slovakia, many Romani children 
have been channeled into all-Romani schools that offer inferior 
quality education and are sometimes in poor physical condition, or 
into segregated all-Romani or predominantly Romani classes 
within mixed schools.[29] In Hungary, Bulgaria, and Slovakia, 
many Romani children are sent to classes for pupils with learning 
disabilities, regardless of whether such classes are appropriate for 
the children in question or not. In Bulgaria, they are also sent to so-
called "delinquent schools", where a variety of human rights 

 



 

abuses take place.[29] 
 
Romani in European population centers are often accused of 
crimes such as pickpocketing. In 2009 a documentary by BBC 
called Gypsy child thieves uncovered how Gypsy children are 
kidnapped and abused by Gypsy gangs from Romania. The 
children are often held locked in sheds during the nights and sent 
to steal during the days. In Milan, Italy, it is estimated that a single 
Gypsy child is able to steal as much as €12,000 in a month; there 
were as many as 50 of such abused Gypsy children operating in the 
city. Meanwhile, the Romani bosses of these gangs build glossy 
villas back in Romania. The film went on to describe the link 
between poverty, discrimination, crime and exploitation.[30]   A 
UN study[31] found that Romanis in Eastern European countries 
such as Bulgaria are arrested for robbery at a much higher rate than 
other groups. Amnesty International[32] and Romanis groups such 
as the Union Romani blame widespread police and government 
racism and persecution.[33] In July 2008, a Business Week feature 
found the region's Romani population to be a "missed economic 
opportunity."[34] Hundreds of people from Ostravice in the 
Beskydy mountains signed a petition against a plan to move 
Romani families from Ostrava city to their home town, fearing the 
Romani invasion as well as their schools not being able to cope 
with the influx of Romani children.[35]  In 2009, the U.N.'s anti-
racism panel charged that "Gypsies suffer widespread racism in 
European Union." that 'Racially motivated crime is an everyday 
experience' for Roma people, says EU's Fundamental Rights 
Agency.'.[36] 
 
Bulgaria 
Despite the low birth rate in the country, Bulgaria's Health 
Ministry was considering a law aimed at lowering the birth rate of 
certain minority groups, particularly the Romanis, owing to the 
high mortality rate among Romani families, which are typically 
large. This was later abandoned because of conflict with EU law 

 



 

and the Bulgarian constitution.[37]  Attaka (political party) have 
also been accused of fueling of antiziganist feeling.  In 2011 in 
Bulgaria, widespread Anti-Roma protests occurred. 
 
Czech Republic 
Roma make up 2-3% of population in the Czech Republic. 
According to Říčan (1998), Roma make up more than 60% of 
Czech prisoners and about 20-30% earn their livelihood in illegal 
ways, such as prostitution, trafficking and other property 
crimes.[38] Roma are thus more than 20 times overrepresented in 
Czech prisons than their population share would suggest.  The high 
crime rate and asocial behavior creates fear and hostility. 
According to 2010 survey, 83% of Czechs consider Roma asocial 
and 45% of Czechs would like to expel them out of Czech 
Republic.[39] A 2011 poll, which followed after a number of brutal 
attacks by Romani perpetrators against majority population 
victims, revealed that 44% of Czechs are afraid of Roma 
people.[40] The majority of the Czech people do not want to have 
Romanies as neighbours (almost 90%, more than any other 
group[41]) seeing them as thieves and social parasites. In spite of 
long waiting time for a child adoption, Romani children from 
orphanages are almost never adopted by Czech couples.[42] After 
the Velvet Revolution in 1989 the jobs traditionally employing 
Romanis either disappeared or were taken over by workers from 
Ukraine, Romania, Poland, Slovakia, Mongolia and even Nigeria. 
While the general attitude of Czech population towards Roma 
minority is negative, occurrences of anti-Roma violence are 
condemned by the public and repressed by the authorities. [citation 
needed] Among highly medialized cases was Vítkov arson attack 
of 2009, in which four right-wing extremists seriously injured 3 
year old Romani girl. The public responded by donating money as 
well as presents to the family, which was in the end able to buy a 
new house from the donations, while the perpetrators were 
sentenced to 18 and 22 years in prison.  The Gypsies and Romanis 
are in the centre of agenda of far-right groups in the Czech 

 



 

Republic, which are spreading antiziganism especially in 
connection with criminal acts rendered by Romani perpetrators on 
majority population victims, focusing especially on cases of rapes 
and murders, such as nearly killing and rape of 13 years old boy in 
Duchcov [Duchcov rape and attempted murder of 13 year old, in 
which two young Romani boys first explained to the Czech boy, 
that they will show him "the treatment the gypsies underwent in 
the concentration camps". Afterwards they beat him, raped him, 
took his property (i.e. mobile phone) and when he fell unconscious 
they left him severely wounded on a railway track. While one of 
the Romani perpetrators couldn't be prosecuted due to his age, the 
other one was found guilty of sexual abuse, blackmailing, rape, 
robbery and racially motivated attempted murder. The 16 year old 
Romani perpetrator was punished with sentence of 10 years in 
prison, the maximum a minor may obtain in the Czech Republic. 
The appeal court had however not found the defendant guilty of 
attempted murder, and sentenced him only to five years in prison] 
or rape of 17 year old girl in church in Nový Bydžov,[43] or brutal 
murder of 81 years old woman in Olešnice by gang of Romani 
children, who were sent to commit the crime by father of one of 
them in order to exploit lower ranges of punishment available for 
minors.[44] Far-right groups often hold demonstrations in places, 
where majority population suffers from high crime rates attributed 
to Romani perpetrators.[45][46][47] Far-right groups also organize 
"crime patrols" in such places.[48][49] (these are however no 
militia style patrols, they rather rely on requesting police 
presence). Far-right is also promoting repatriation of Roma to India 
on voluntary basis, arguing that the Czech state should offer paying 
all the costs, including establishment of their new livelihood 
there.[50][51] There are some Romani groups calling for a similar 
plan, however instead of India they are requesting relocation to 
Germany, France, United Kingdom, Denmark, Sweden, Finland or 
Belgium, while in their view the Czech Republic should reimburse 
costs.[52]  In January 2010, Amnesty International launched a 
report titled Injustice Renamed: Discrimination in Education of 

 



 

Roma persists in the Czech Republic.[53] According to the BBC, it 
was Amnesty's view that while cosmetic changes had been 
introduced by the authorities, little genuine improvement in 
addressing discrimination against Romani children has occurred 
over recent years.[54] 
 
Denmark 
In Denmark, there was much controversy when the city of 
Helsingør decided to put all Romani students in special classes in 
its public schools. The classes were later abandoned after it was 
determined that they were discriminatory and the Romanis were 
put back in regular classes.[55] 
 
France 
France has come under criticism for its treatment of Roma. In the 
summer of 2010 French authorities demolished at least 51 illegal 
Roma camps and began the process of repatriating their residents 
to their countries of origin.[56] The French government has been 
accused of perpetrating these actions to pursue its political 
agenda.[57] 
 
Germany 
After 2005 Germany deported some 50,000 people, mainly gypsies 
and Romanis, to Kosovo. These were asylum seekeres who fled the 
country during the Kosovo War. The people were deported after 
living more than 10 years in Germany. The deportations were 
highly controversial: many of children, who obtained education in 
Germany, spoke German as their primary language and considered 
themselves as Germans.[58] 
 
Hungary 
Hungary has seen escalating violence against the Romani people. 
On 23 February 2009, a Romani man and his five-year old son 
were shot dead in Tatárszentgyörgy village southeast of Budapest 
as they were fleeing their burning house which was set alight by a 

 



 

petrol bomb. The dead man's two other children suffered serious 
burns. Suspects were arrested and are currently on trial.[59]  
Another commentator feels that Hungary is on the brink of a race 
war with the ethnic Hungarian paramilitary Magyar Garda in 
confrontation with the Romani Garda.[60] 
 
Ireland 
In 2008 Marioara Rostas a teenage Roma girl was abducted in 
Dublin city center, reportedly by member(s) of a local notorious 
crime family. Over the next week she was raped multiple times, 
abused, brutalized including having her teeth removed and shot 
dead.[61][62] Her body was discovered in the Wicklow Mountains 
four years later in a crime that shocked the Irish Garda 
Representative Association (GRA) on indifference to the crime 
within Irish society and why had there been no "outpourings of 
disgust that such depravity could be committed here".[63]  The 
lack of public outcry in Ireland led journalist Cormac O’Keeffe of 
the Irish Examiner to write: "Kidnapped, gang raped, tortured, shot 
and dumped, but no one cares" in March 2012.[64] There were 
expressions of anti-Roma sentiment made in the comments section 
of the newspaper's web site[65] and several follow-up article 
commenting on the country's attitude to Romanian Roma 
immigration.[66][67] Subsequent articles entitled “We must fight 
Irish prejudice” highlighting an undercurrent of racism in 
Ireland.[68] The Integration Centre in Dublin stated that Roma 
people were: "routinely demonized and dehumanised."[69] It is 
likely that this dehumanization was a factor in the rape, torture and 
murder of the girl. Is it also likely that this dehumanization was a 
factor in the indifference that greeted the news and detail of her 
death."[70] The Irish Travellers' Movement said they would send 
out a "strong message that no one deserves to die so young and in 
such a horrific violent way". Members of Pavee Point, an 
indigenous Irish Traveller organization, Roma and members of the 
settled community led a small candle-lit vigil with the media and 
Garda members in attendance in February 2012, close to the last 

 



 

reported sighting of the Roma teenager.[71]   No one as yet has 
been charged with her murder. 
 
Italy 
The country is home to about 150,000, who live mainly in squalid 
camps on the outskirts of major cities such as Rome, Milan and 
Naples. They amount to less than 0.3 per cent of the population, 
one of the lowest proportions in Europe. In general, the ethnic 
group lives apart and is often blamed for petty theft and 
burglaries.[72]  In 2007 and 2008, following the brutal murder of a 
woman in Rome at the hands of a young man from a local Romani 
encampment,[73] the Italian government started a crackdown on 
illegal Roma and Sinti campsites in the country.  In May 2008 
Romani camps in Naples were attacked and set on fire by local 
residents.[74] In July 2008, a high court in Italy overthrew the 
conviction of defendants who had publicly demanded the 
expulsion of Romanis from Verona in 2001 and reportedly ruled 
that "it is acceptable to discriminate against Roma on the 
grounds that they are thieves." [75] One of those freed was 
Flavio Tosi, Verona's mayor and an official of the anti-immigrant 
Lega Nord.[75] The decision came during a "nationwide 
clampdown" on Romanis by Italian prime minister Silvio 
Berlusconi. The previous week, Berlusconi's interior minister 
Roberto Maroni declared that all Romanis in Italy, including 
children, would be fingerprinted.[75]  Opposition party member, 
Gianclaudio Bressa, responded by insisting that these measures 
"increasingly resemble those of an authoritarian regime".[75] In 
response to the fingerprinting plan, three United Nations experts 
testified that "by exclusively targeting the Roma minority, this 
proposal can be unambiguously classified as discriminatory."[76] 
The European Parliament denounced the plan as "a clear act of 
racial discrimination" and asked the Italian government not to 
continue.[76]  A short time later, in July 2008, the deaths of 
Cristina and Violetta Djeordsevic, two Roma children who 
drowned while Italian beach-goers in Naples remained 

 



 

unperturbed, brought additional international attention to the 
strained relationship between Italians and the Roma people. 
 
Slovakia 
This section is empty. You can help by adding to it.  (for readers 
who are unfamiliar with Wiki, it is produced - and monitored - by 
the public) 
 
United Kingdom 
In the UK, racism and animosity against Roma, Romanichal, 
British Romanies and other Travelling groups is still endemic 
within Britain and until the 1960s it was common to hang signs in 
pubs declaring “No Blacks, No dogs, No Gypsies”.[77] In 2008 the 
media reported that Gypsies experience a higher degree of racism 
than any other group in the UK, including asylum-seekers and a 
Mori poll indicated that a third of UK residents admitted openly to 
being prejudiced against Gypsies.[77] The term "travellers" 
(referring to Scottish Travellers, New Age Travellers as well as 
Romanichal, Roma, Funfair Travellers, and Irish Travellers) 
became a 2005 general election issue, with the leader of the 
Conservative Party Michael Howard , promising to review the 
Human Rights Act 1998. This law, which absorbs the European 
Convention on Human Rights into UK primary legislation, is seen 
by some to permit the granting of retrospective planning 
permission. Severe population pressures and the paucity of 
greenfield sites have led to travellers purchasing land and setting 
up residential settlements very quickly, thus subverting the 
planning restrictions. [citation needed] Travellers argued in 
response that thousands of retrospective planning permissions are 
granted in Britain in cases involving non-Romani applicants each 
year and that statistics showed that 90% of planning applications 
by Romanis and travellers were initially refused by local councils, 
compared with a national average of 20% for other applicants, 
disproving claims of preferential treatment favouring Romanis.[78] 
They also argued that the root of the problem was that many 

 



 

traditional stopping-places had been barricaded off and that 
legislation passed by the previous Conservative government had 
effectively criminalised their community, for example by removing 
local authorities’ responsibility to provide sites, thus leaving the 
travellers with no option but to purchase unregistered new sites 
themselves.[79]   In 2005 Doncaster Borough Council discussed in 
chamber a Review of Gypsy and Traveller Needs[80] and 
concluded that Gypsies and Irish Travellers are among the most 
vulnerable and marginalized ethnic minority groups in Britain. ‘No 
Travellers’ signs in pubs and shops can still be seen today, and 
councils no longer have a statutory duty to provide sites for Gypsy 
and Traveller families, spending small fortunes each year evicting 
them, instead. Gypsy and Traveller children are taunted and bullied 
in school, local residents are openly hostile to them, and scare 
stories in the media fuel prejudice and make racist attitudes 
acceptable.[81][82]   
 
In 2008 Travellers and Gypsies were refused entry to the Royal 
Windsor Horse Show, Windsor Home Park, for no other reason 
than because they were Gypsies or Travellers. One steward is 
reported as saying "The Queen does not want your kind here!". 
When later questioned on the denial of entry, an offense under the 
Race Relations Act 1976, the show's organizers stated agreed that 
the stewards were under instructions not to allow entry to Gypsies 
or Travellers to the event.[83]  A Gypsy and Traveller support 
centre in Leeds, West Yorkshire, was vandalized in April 2011 in 
what the police suspect was a hate-crime. The fire caused 
substantial damage to the centre which is used as a base for the 
support and education for Gypsies and Travellers in the 
community.[84]   In January 2012 a duty manager at an Ice Arena 
in Blackburn, Lancashire, placed a ‘No Travellers’ sign (a term 
including Gypsies and Travellers) at the main reception for five 
days before it was taken down. The management issues an apology 
after they were contacted by the Lancashire Telegraph. The Gypsy 
Council, said the sign was ‘inflammatory, illegal and in danger of 

 



 

inciting racial hatred’. The Gypsy, Roma and Traveller 
Achievement Service for Lancashire County Council said that if 
the sign had not been removed, legal action could have been 
taken.[85] 
 
Northern Ireland 
In June 2009, having had their windows broken and deaths threats 
made against them, twenty Romanian Romani families were forced 
from their homes in the Lisburn Road, Belfast, in Northern Ireland. 
Up to 115 people, including women and children, were forced to 
seek refuge in a local church hall after being attacked. They were 
later moved by the authorities to a safer location.[86] An anti-racist 
rally in the city on 15 June to support Romani rights was attacked 
by youths chanting neo-Nazi slogans (in Ireland!). The attacks 
were condemned by Amnesty International[87] and political 
leaders from both the Unionist and Nationalist traditions in 
Northern Ireland.[88][89]  Following the arrest of three local 
youths in relation to the attacks, the church where the Romanies 
had been given shelter was badly vandalised. Using 'emergency 
funds', Northern Ireland authorities assisted most of the victims to 
return to Romania.[90][91] 
 
Norway 
In Norway, many Romani people were forcibly sterilized by the 
state until 1977.[92][93] Due to the recent influx of Romani 
peoples from Romania and Moldova, the Romani have become a 
common sight on city streets in Norway for 9 – 10 months of the 
year. This has led to many complaints specifically concerning 
Romani beggars. There is generally much prejudice expresses by 
many Norwegian and specifically in the Southern city of 
Kristiansand a number of dubious accusations have been made 
against the Romani in the regional newspaper and via the internet. 
Some Kristiansand citizens have reacted to non-aggressive begging 
by spitting or verbally harassing the beggars. [citation needed] 
 

 



 

Kosovo 
In the aftermath of the Kosovo War, the Society for Threatened 
Peoples estimated that 80% of Kosovo's 150,000 Romanis were 
expelled by the Albanian population.[94] At UN internally-
displaced persons' camps in Kosovo for Romanis, the refugees 
were exposed to lead poisoning.[95] 
 
United States 
Law enforcement agencies in the United States hold regular 
conferences[96] on the Romani people and similar nomadic 
groups. It is common to refer to the operators of certain types of 
travelling con artists[97] and fortune-telling[98] businesses as 
"gypsies," as the term in the United States has come to designate 
any peoples with a nomadic lifestyle rather than a specific ethnic 
group. Additionally, a common derogatory phrase in the US is to 
"be gypped," as in "I was gypped" or "he gypped me," meaning 
that someone executed a bad deal or took money that he was not 
entitled to take. 
 
Environmental Struggles 
This section is written like a personal reflection or essay rather 
than an encyclopedic description of the subject. Please help 
improve it by rewriting it in an encyclopedic style. (May 2010) 
 
Environmental struggles within the group of people labeled the 
Gypsies or Roma people are very common. Because the Romani 
people experience various types of prejudice within the areas and 
countries that they live, they are more likely to be subjects of 
environmental injustices and environmental racism. The gypsies, 
because of their minority status are oftentimes pushed to the 
outskirts of towns and cities and receive fewer benefits and lesser 
levels of education. It is documented that  While the economic 
restructuring of a command economy into a western style market 
economy created hardships for most Hungarians, with the national 
unemployment rate heading toward 14 percent and per capita real 

 



 

income falling, the burdens imposed on Romas are 
disproportionately great.[99]  This group of people is a minority 
that is consistently cast out and denied opportunities that other 
Europeans have. Even the simple aspects of life that are the result 
of a job and income are not available to this group of people due to 
their inability to gain working positions. Ethnic prejudice is a 
prevalent issue among the Romani populations. It is difficult for all 
people of gypsy descent to obtain a working position, male or 
female. Being stuck in positions of helplessness can lead to many 
other issues. These issues are displayed overtly within the 
population of the Gypsy people as a result of being ostracized from 
community and respect by the other populations that inhabit 
European soil. 
 
(website photo showing) "Transparent" panel building (panelák) in 
Chanov ghetto near Most, Czech Republic. The housing estate was 
a sought after location, when it was built in 1970s with flats of the 
highest category. The authorities introduced a model plan of 
cohabitation of majority population and Roma, however with the 
rising percentage of Roma inhabitants (who were assigned 
luxurious flats after being relocated from poverty-stricken 
locations) the majority population gradually left, eventually 
leading to establishment of exclusively Roma district.[100] A poll 
in 2007 marked the district as the worst place of Ústí nad Labem 
Region.[100] The depicted panel building in the middle was 
stripped off everything that had any value by the Roma inhabitants 
and in the end had to be torn down.[101] Despite debt on rent in 
excess of €3,5 million in total, all the tenants of remaining 
buildings are still provided with water and electricity,[102] unlike 
in many other European countries. 
 
(website photo showing)  Roma settlement Luník IX near Košice, 
Slovakia. When new in 1980s, some flats in settlement were 
assigned to Roma relocated from poverty-stricken locations, while 
other were assigned to families of policemen and soldiers, in order 

 



 

to help achieve Roma integration. Integration effort was a failure 
and the majority population gradually left the settlement, 
eventually leading to establishment of Roma ghetto. Ongoing 
failures to pay bills led to disconnection of water supply, later an 
emergency plan was established with water running for two hours 
a day, independently of bill payments. Similarly as in Chanov, 
some of the buildings had to be torn down, after they had been 
stripped off by the inhabitants.[103][104][105][106] 
One of these issues deals with the health risks involved in a 
subordinate, limited lifestyle. These people are often forced to live 
in areas without clean water, to live without jobs to pay for food, 
and are set apart from learning communities, making them more 
vulnerable to disease and environmental inequality. Environmental 
injustice refers to people who are: Denied environmental benefits 
such as water, sewage treatment facilities, sanitation and access to 
natural resources, and suffer from exposure to environmental 
hazards due to their proximity to hazardous waste sites, 
incinerators, factories, and other sources of pollution[107]  This 
definition is applicable to the Romani people in several different 
ways. There is a very proliferate issue with access to water among 
the Romani people all over Europe. This is mostly due to their 
inconvenience of living locations and the distance in which they 
live away from wells. “While most of Sofia, the capital city of 
Bulgaria, is connected to the public water and sewerage system, 
there is only one tap for every 200 families in Glavova “mahala”, 
an area in Sofia where Roma live.” This forces the women and 
children to receive the amount of water necessary for them to live 
off of by walking with heavy buckets to and from the well each 
day or as often as needed. Not only does this lack of irrigation 
affect the quality of water, it directly affects the health of those that 
drink the water. The lack of irrigation and sewage is also toxic 
because waste is never decontaminated and/or completely removed 
from the living quarters. Instead of being cleaned or taken away, 
the waste runs down tunnels that are dug by hand into a swamp 
nearby. This method of sewage presents many health risks to the 

 



 

Gypsy people that are forced to live in these conditions.  Water-
borne diseases, such as diarrhoea and dysentery, are an almost 
constant feature of daily life, especially for children. Médecins 
Sans Frontières, which runs the only medical centre in Fakulteta, 
estimates infant mortality among Roma children to be six times 
higher than in the rest of the Bulgarian population.[107]  This 
unfortunate living condition is one that is simply a result of the 
economy and society. Krista Harper supports this in her statement: 
We argue that in the case of Roma in CEE, spaces inhabited by 
low-income Roma have come to be “racialized” during the post-
socialist era, intensifying patterns of environmental exclusion 
along ethnic lines.[108]  This excerpt materializes the ideas that 
not only are the Gypsy people subjects of environmental injustice, 
but they are also made vulnerable to racism due to their own 
practices and traditions. Oftentimes the gypsy people are viewed 
differently due to their habits and lifestyles. These lifestyles 
however are not personal choices, but rather ways of surviving 
within the conditions they have been placed. It is very common 
that the Roma population is located in areas that are unwanted by 
non-Roma populations. They are often sited amongst hazardous or 
dangerous facilities and left to live without the luxuries that have 
become common to the non-Roma, majority populations. Again 
Harper asks:  Is it an accident that Roma shantytowns are 
frequently located next to landfills, on contaminated land, or that 
they are regularly exposed to floods? Why do water pipelines end 
on the edges of their settlements, so that people have to walk miles 
every day just to collect potable water for cooking and 
drinking?[108]  This references the environmental injustices that 
the Gypsy people undergo. Because the Roma neighborhoods are 
most likely located in areas or dumping sites there are numerous 
issues with harmful substances like lead. In a specific case, men 
living in the Roma village of Heves found car batteries and began 
to disassemble them, exposing themselves and many others to the 
toxic lead that came from within. In similar cases lawsuits are held 
and activist groups are formed, but due to the lack of acceptance of 

 



 

the Romani people it is difficult to organize a group powerful 
enough to rise above the racism and inequalities that have already 
been established by non-Gypsy people. As people [who?] have 
begun to research the Roma people it becomes more evident the 
amount of racism that has existed. [citation needed] The 
segregation of the Gypsy people from the rest of the majority 
population was not a gradual process that happened due to 
decrease in income or long term prejudices. Instead the gypsies 
have been intentionally removed on several occasions, and allowed 
only to live in areas that were assigned to them by the non-Roma. 
An example of this occurred in Czechoslovakia after World War II. 
There are also cases in which the Gypsies are both removed and 
denied access to areas that are deemed unfit for them to inhabit.  
Local councils have issued ordinances banning Roma from 
settlements.10 Roma are frequently evicted, and many observers 
have noted a trend to remove Roma from town centers and relocate 
them to inferior ghettoized housing on the periphery.[109]  
Research done in these areas also began to show, specifically, the 
damage that has occurred in Romani villages and towns. After 
visiting and examining these areas it becomes evident the exact 
events of environmental injustice that take place. Kids run around 
without clothing due to lack of funds, mothers balance buckets on 
their heads, and elders sit in their own stench without bathing 
because water is so scarce. The sanitation in some areas of Gypsy 
neighborhoods is minimal. [clarification needed] 
 
The four patterns of the unequal distribution of environmental 
benefits and harm identified in the research are: 1) exposure to 
hazardous waste and chemicals (settlements at contaminated sites); 
2) vulnerability to floods; 3) differentiated access to potable water; 
and 4) discriminatory waste management practices. While the four 
identified patterns of environmental injustice may not (and 
probably they do not) represent all potential forms of 
environmental injustice, they summarize patterns identified in the 
field research.[108] According to a study done by the UNDP 

 



 

(United Nations Development Program), one of few organizations 
that focus on the Gypsy people, the percentage of Roma people 
that have access to running water and sewage within Romania and 
the Czech Republic is well below the county average. This is a 
clear sign of both environmental racism and environmental 
injustice within these areas. Many diseases were reported in this 
study as well. There is a proliferation of skin diseases amongst the 
people of this area due to the lack of housing standards, including 
scabies, pediculosis, pyodermatitis, mycosis and askaridosis. There 
is also a recognition of respiratory health problems that occurs in 
the majority of the inhabitants of the areas. Other serious diseases 
that are rampant in majority gypsy populations are hepatitis and 
tuberculosis. Aside from these studies implemented by the UNDP, 
very few organizations spend time dealing with the dilemma that 
the Roma face. This is due to the type of issue that most people 
consider the Gypsy segregation to be. Carl Maida addresses this 
issue by saying: 
 
There are one or two people-not one or two groups, but one or two 
people- who are working on Gypsy issues…other than that, I have 
not heard of any Roma environmentalism. When I asked 
environmentalists why their groups did not deal with the problems 
of Roma Communities, the most frequent response was that the 
main problems of the Roma were poverty and access to education 
and that these were “social” issues, not environmental issues.[110]  
It is argued, however, that it is an environmental issue that is 
existent as a result of the social issues. Without the wars and ideals 
of the areas of great segregation, the Gypsy people would most 
likely be able to maintain life within the bounds of society. Again, 
“Roma civil rights activists and environmentalists alike pointed to 
poverty and the dire unemployment of Gypsies in their 
analysis.”.[110] It is highly argued that if it were not for the 
prejudice on the Gypsy people, issues of environmental racism and 
environmental justice would not have to be addressed. 
 

 



 

Antiziganism in popular culture 
The European Center for Antiziganism Research officially filed a 
complaint against Sacha Baron Cohen — who plays Borat in the 
eponymous mockumentary film Borat — for inciting violence and 
violating Germany's anti-discrimination laws.[111] One part of the 
satirical film, which purportedly portrays Borat's impoverished 
native village in Kazakhstan, actually shows a Romani village in 
Romania. The Tintin book The Castafiore Emerald heavily 
criticises antiziganism, as the Romanis who move onto Captain 
Haddock's property are falsely accused of stealing Bianca 
Castafiore's priceless emerald, though they are innocent.  Claude 
Frollo, the antagonist of Victor Hugo's The Hunchback of Notre 
Dame, was portrayed as having a strong, genocidal hatred of 
gypsies in Disney's animated adaptation of the story. [citation 
needed] 
***************************************************** 
http://www.irishexaminer.com/ireland/kidnapped-gang-raped-
tortured-shot-and-dumped-but-no-one-cares-187340.html 
 
Kidnapped, gang raped, tortured, shot and 
dumped, but no one cares 
 
                                    by Cormac O’Keeffe 
                                  Friday, March 16, 2012 
 
The lack of public outrage over the brutal murder of a Roma 
teenager raises serious questions about our values as a society, 
according to a senior garda.  The Garda Representative Association 
(GRA) asked if the abduction, abuse and murder of 18-year-old 
Marioara Rostas would have created more public outrage had she 
been Irish.  GRA general secretary PJ Stone questioned why there 
had been no "outpourings of disgust that such depravity could be 
committed here".  Ms Rostas was abducted in Jan 2008 in Dublin 
City centre by a member of a notorious extended crime family. She 
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was subsequently subjected to multiple rapes by at least two 
members of this family before being shot dead in a flat.  When her 
remains were found four years later, last January, in the Wicklow 
Mountains, the senior garda leading the investigation said she had 
been "brutalised and murdered for no apparent reason".   Chief 
Superintendent Michael O’Sullivan said she "suffered an appalling 
death that is incomprehensible in a civilised society".  In an 
editorial in the GRA journal, the Garda Review, Mr Stone said this 
was "a heinous crime" which shocked gardaí.  "In the final days of 
her life she was treated horrifically; the manner of her death too 
savage to be understood within a developed society," he said.  "It 
must be said that public outrage has not galvanised into mass 
demonstrations of solidarity against this direct assault on our 
humanity. Where are the outpourings of disgust that such a level of 
depravity could be committed here?   The vocal dissension and 
mobilisation against fox and stag hunting and the political 
communication to retain the medical card for the senior citizens 
dwarfed any rallying against violent and murderous sexual 
predators."  He added: "This raises the question; would a 
teenager’s abduction, abuse and murder have been more 
newsworthy, more talked about and simply more emotive if she 
were an Irish national? As a society are we ambivalent towards the 
murder because the victim was a member of the Roma 
community." Garda sources said the investigation was "progressing 
well" and detectives were confident of bringing charges against 
those involved, including the main suspect, who is in custody on 
separate matters.  Mr Stone said "not all murders are equal" and 
that some murders, such as that of Ms Rostas, should attract 
lengthier prison sentences.  "We propose that judges should be 
given greater latitude for the sentences permissible for the most 
heinous crimes."  All convicted murderers receive a life sentence, 
although the average served is 17 years.Last January, the Law 
Reform Commission recommended judges be allowed powers to 
set minimum jail terms for murder.  Killian Forde of the 
Integration Centre said Roma people were "routinely demonised 

 



 

and dehumanised.  It is likely that this dehumanisation was a factor 
in the rape, torture and murder of the girl. Is it also likely that this 
dehumanisation was a factor in the indifference that greeted the 
news and detail of her death." 
 
 
 
http://www.irishexaminer.com/opinion/editorial/double-standards--
a-shaming-silence-187272.html  
                     Double standards - A shaming silence 
                                               Friday, March 16, 2012 
The current Garda Review editorial asks demanding questions. 
Questions that challenge our self-image as a civilised, united, 
rational society free of racism.  It certainly challenges our 
collective inaction on one of the most violent and tragic murders in 
recent history. It focuses on the chilling, savage death inflicted on 
Roma teenager Marioara Rostas, and asks if an Irish teenage had 
been butchered in such a bestial way, would the response have 
been the same? It contrasts the protests about medical cards and 
stag and fox hunting to the communal silence that greeted her 
death.   Marioara was not the first foreign woman to endure a 
violent death in Ireland, but are we so inured to the violence and 
savagery that her death at the hands of psychopathic sadists 
represents? If so, we have some way to go before we can consider 
ourselves civilised again. 
                                          
                                                                            © Irish Examiner   
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mI_RWXwbFqI&sns=fb 
 
          YouTube video: I am a European Roma Woman  
 
 
I'm taxpayer, I've paid for this video. Gypsy don't work. They take 
social benefits only. If they start to work, I will respect them.       
antek250000 5 months ago 
* 
@antek250000 The video was done by volunteers from their own 
resources. Most people involved in the making of the video are 
Roma that have regular jobs and want to do something to help 
fighting stereotypes      kohlnegro 1 week ago 
* 
Roma Aren't European       FAMEROB 6 months ago 
* 
This comment has received too many negative votes show   

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mI_RWXwbFqI&sns=fb


 

shobby911 6 months ago 
* 
Alina: it is better if you got explanations from your "best friends" 
as to why exactly they turn their backs upon finding out that you 
are Roma. Yes I have heard explanations, and I expect them to be 
the similar, and they are needed to build a framework for 
improving both realities and mis-perceptions.  Good people can 
become bad through bad treatment, and I know that the Roma have 
been treated badly for centuries, and are still being mis-treated ... 
but you must bring out all sides.      DontPublicMe 6 months ago 
* 
All of you look very Indian....don't say you are Roma if Europeans 
have a stereotypical image for the word. Perhaps you can say you 
are Hungarian of Indian ancestry etc. I am an Indian living in 
Europe, and look quite like Roma. Have never faced 
discrimination.   minsmukkekvinde 8 months ago 
* 
"there is no such thing as european roma person. expell them! stop 
the genocide of whites!" How can you expell someone who doesn't 
exist?     NicosNicosNicosNicos 1 year ago    
* 
@lalele20 I was just playing you. I can't believe you didn't see that, 
dude!  :))  What the judeo-liberal, leftist media calls "roma 
integration" is actually the beggining of systematic, truly racist, 
positive discrimination of gypsies in european countries. Forced 
integration is doomed to fail. If you capable and want to, you will 
integrate on your own. If not (like in the case of gypsies), then 
nobody will be able to integrate you.... It will be a huge fiasco and 
will cost billions.         themagnussons 1 year ago 
* 
Cannot understand the comments of some of these people.  
For example 'themagnussons'  (whoever the f*** he or she is, must 
be very important in their country) says that they should go back to 
India. Does this creature know what its roots are? How would 
anyone behave if they were treated as the Roma have been. Why 

 



 

not give them a chance and I am sure that they will excell to be 
world leaders just like their Indian brother and sisters.          
ash1286 1 year ago    
* 
So why do people not like Roma gypsies?       EuroDivision 1 year 
ago 
* 
@EuroDivision "So why do people not like Roma gypsies?" 
Why does any person take on "the habit of assuming that human 
beings can be classified like insects and that whole blocks of 
millions or tens of millions of people can be confidently labelled 
‘good’ or ‘bad" [George Orwell, essay on nationalism]. It's easier 
to "view" things that way because it saves the trouble of actually 
thinking or learning about anybody.      
NicosNicosNicosNicos 1 year ago  
* 
This video is so wonderfully done and very educational. The 
Rom/Roma/Romani people, no matter what Country they come 
from, face so much harshness. This video is important and very 
well done!      11NightAngel11 1 year ago  
*   
This comment has received too many negative votes show     
turbomaxim2 1 year ago 
* 
@turbomaxim2 you have no place here...or anywhere for that 
matter.  11NightAngel11 1 year ago   
* 
Be proud of your Roma heritage ladies! Blessings and much love 
to you all! I as well am a Roma Hungarian woman.          
Erszi36 1 year ago 
* 
I heard gipsies call themselves "romani" people.   So the country 
"romania" means the land of the gipsies? Kind of make sense...      
themagnussons 2 years ago 
* 

 



 

This comment has received too many negative votes show     
maddye69 2 years ago 
* 
If as many people love instead of hating his world would be a great 
place to live. Plus Romanian women are so HOT;}      
gidgetthemoomoo 2 years ago    
* 
I agree with you, but illegal inmigration doesnt make any good to 
my country...  maddye69 2 years ago 
* 
@gidgetthemoomoo Romani, not Romanian. ;)        
Khrystene 1 year ago 
* 
Comment removed      antiedman 2 years ago 
* 
Thank you soooooooooooo much and hello from Germany   
leylajule2009 2 years ago 
* 
oh god bless!  <3          brushoff098 2 years ago 
* 
Te yaven bahtale !!! Hello from Russia.    
RomaniMusic 2 years ago   
* 
I have Romani blood, where do I meet these Romani women 
grrrrrrrr ;)   useopenstupid 2 years ago 
*   
Beautiful. Thank you so much.       atrophyinganguish 2 years ago 
*   
Hi !Wonderful ! Thank you! I love Gipsystyle! That' a good one 
people they namely popolar Very nice cantry dance very nice 
ethinakal grpoup ! Rootlessness not good !Buth shukar chajorja hi 
ande klipos palikeraw achen Devleha !Shukar tra wakhera l cale 
lava !!!Chaj/shej RRomani shukar!  romsinto 2 years ago   
* 
Excellent video! Ostalinda you are very beautiful.. .The video has 

 



 

a very powerful message and I also think that urges people to 
reflec on their perception on Roma!   Good job!       nicu247 3 
years ago  
*   
@nicu247 wait when your child will be kidnapped, then talk, idiot   
mattvlad3 5 months ago 
* 
Wonderful! Makes me so proud!       mitchellandrachel 3 years 
ago  

V @mitchellandrachel to be scum rom shit? kill yourself animal    
mattvlad3 5 months ago 
      
                                                                                                                         
© individual holders 
***************************************************** 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2011/feb/05/gypsies-
society-traveller-community 
 
     We must mend our love-hate relationship  
                         with Gypsies 
                     by  David Altheer   guardian.co.uk     
                           Saturday 5 February 2011 
 
Society loves Gypsies for their romance but loathes them if they 
come closer.  We need a new attitude to the Traveller community  
For hundreds of years, Britain has celebrated and condemned 
Gypsies equally.   
 
Rats in Downing Street? After the rodents showed up on TV news 
film scuttling around the doors of No 10, David Cameron's people 
mumbled about getting a cat – but a few days later called in the rat-
catcher.  Queen Victoria would not have hesitated: at the first hint 
of rats she would have a flunky despatched to fetch the rat-catcher 

 



 

pronto. One of her favourites was Matthias Cooper, a Gypsy – and 
he did not let her down. Summoned one day to Windsor Castle, the 
Queen's main residence, he caught 50 rats and excitedly spread 
them on the expensive carpet. Edward, Prince of Wales, gave 
Cooper half a sovereign – a large sum at the time – for his work. 
Or perhaps it was to prevent further carpet damage. 
 
"Matty", as he was known, was part of a group of Romanies 
camped near Claremont House in Esher, Surrey, where Victoria 
lived as a princess. She came to know the extended families of 
Coopers, Scamps and Smiths well, making little trips to take 
clothes and food to their tents, then doing sketches and 
watercolours of them. It's all in her diaries of 1836 and 1837. On 1 
January 1837, she wrote: "I must say that through what I have seen 
of their characters they are a superior set of gypsies, full of respect, 
quiet, discerning and full of affection for one another." The tone is 
approving enough to make Cooper's descendants so proud of the 
royal link that they want to erect a memorial to "the royal rat-
catcher", who lived into his 80s until he was hit by a train in 1900.  
The young Queen's comments, however, with her "superior set of 
gypsies", implies that the usual set are not up to much. They typify 
society's appalling condescension to Gypsies: love them for the 
excitement and mystery we see in them, loathe them if they try to 
come closer.   
 
The dichotomy continues to this day. During the last year, that love 
affair with the Gypsies has pushed two books written by 
Romanies, the brutally realistic Gypsy Boy and the nostalgic 
Rabbit Stew and a Penny or Two, to the top 10 of bestseller lists 
for weeks. My Big Fat Gypsy Wedding was such a hit for Channel 
4 that it commissioned a whole series, now screening in a weekly 
slot.  Contrast that with the loathing of Gypsies at Meriden in 
Warwickshire, a village often said to be at the geographical heart 
of middle England. Attitudes fit neatly with the middle England 
concept: local people have been making it clear for months that 

 



 

they'd like the Travellers to move off a parcel of greenbelt land 
they are trying to build on – and never come back. This is so often 
reflected by the media.  A recent example comes from Robin Page, 
who writes a provocative countryside column for the Daily 
Telegraph and, as a farmer, obviously merits respects as a rural 
commentator. His 28 January column includes an item on Gypsies: 
they "are the problem, those caravan dwellers who don't travel, pay 
no rent, drive around with no vehicle licence or car insurance, and 
who know as much about income tax as I do about algebra. They 
spend their time cruising around pinching whatever they can lay 
their hands on." But wait, he's not against "real gypsies". "Indeed," 
he adds, "I have spoken at a gypsy funeral and regularly attend 
Appleby Horse Fair." 
 
His opinion is sadly no surprise: the noble Romany v phoney 
Gypsies concept has been with us for centuries. In 1562 English 
legislators, worried that Romanies were proving resistant to 
deportation, brought in an act that would snare also "counterfeit 
Egiptians" – local people who had married into families of the 
pesky immigrants. The state was determined to clamp down on 
everyone connected to Gypsies. It did not succeed, but it may have 
helped to create a literary genre. Later known as rogue literature, 
this rash of lurid pamphlets and books vilified and at the same time 
glorified the exploits of Gypsies, who were said to maraud across 
the country in huge gangs and to have prodigious appetites for 
alcohol, sex and deception.  The romanticising reached a peak in 
Victorian times, when George Borrow, a gentleman scholar from 
Norfolk, wrote Lavengro (1851), The Romany Rye (1857) and 
other narratives about his travels around Gypsy camps. Borrow's 
books sold well, setting firmly in the public mind the image of a 
wild yet dignified people of nature living among us and following 
traditions that came from somewhere far away and long ago.  Little 
has changed: we celebrate and condemn Romanies simultaneously. 
Queen Victoria may have had a soft spot for Gypsies. But unless 
we somehow get rid of this loathe-and-love-'em idea, it's going to 

 



 

be a while before they're welcomed into anybody's castle. 
 
COMMENTS 
MickGJ     5 February 2011 10:09AM    Interesting that the 
"loathing of Gypsies" piece you link to refers to an unauthorised 
development of green belt land. damn those racist conservation 
laws!  Expect the Guardian to get its knickers in a right old twist 
when travellers start buying up woods sold off by the Forestry 
Commission. 
* 
Keo2008   5 February 2011 10:10AM      Are you saying that there 
are no gypsies who pay no taxes and cheat the Benefits system? 
Are you saying we should love them all- even the rogues amongst 
them?  Sorry, don't get the point of this article. 
* 
SoberReflection  5 February 2011 10:10AM    Our attitude will - 
and should - only change when their behavious changes. 
* 
flatpackhamster   5 February 2011 10:10AM   You write that "the 
noble Romany v phoney Gypsies concept has been with us for 
centuries" but you seem to imply that it's wrong, and you don't 
articulate why. I don't see that the concept is wrong. There are a 
group of gypsies who come to the area where I live every summer. 
They come down to pick cherries and sell them. They stay on the 
farmer's land with his permission, sell the fruit, and then move off. 
Nobody minds. Then you've got the people who barge their way on 
to a field on a Friday night, lay down concrete pads for their huge 
(brand-new) caravans over the weekend and submit retrospective 
planning permission - and then wonder why the locals aren't 
overjoyed at their presence.  I don't think that 'we need a new 
attitude' at all. I think that we've got it about right. 
* 
Chummie   5 February 2011 10:11AM   Gypsy's seem a charming 
bunch of people but unfortunately i have never come across any?   
All I have ever seen are "Travellers" who trespass on somebodies 

 



 

land for a few weeks and then clear off leaving an almighty mess! 
* 
SoberReflection   5 February 2011 10:11AM  'behavious' should 
read 'behaviour'. Sorry! 
* 
maxsceptic1      5 February 2011 10:15AM     We need a new 
attitude to the Traveller community  Absolutely!   How about 
enforcing existing laws and making sure that the 'traveller 
community' abide by them. 
* 
Littleorangedogs      5 February 2011 10:16AM   Nobody that I 
know hates gypsies for being gypsies. All the opprobrium heaped 
on them round here stems from the crimes many believe they 
commit - such as: Theft of "scrap metal" and farm machinery; 
Poaching; Fighting; Flytipping; Dognapping.  Now, whether or not 
these fears are well-founded (and you can't say you think they are 
on here because the mods will remove it - so much for free speech 
in Graunland) I have never seen anyone - police, council 
authorities, defenders of travellers rights - who can disprove 
the widely-held assumptions about travellers and crime (note - 
not "gypsies", it's always the Irish travellers who get the 
verbal bashing) . As "crime" is such a fundamental reason for the 
typical reaction of the settled community to travellers, perhaps 
someone would like to try? 
* 
darkillusion      5 February 2011 10:17AM 
There is an unfortunate amount of bigotry among the British, who 
generally would seem to prefer a homogeneous society. Because 
Gypsies live differently and are considered foreigners despite the 
fact they have lived here for hundreds of years they make people 
uncomfortable, threatening our Britishness, whatever that is 
supposed to mean. 
* 
albinorex        5 February 2011 10:18AM   My understanding is 
that many Gypsies bring much of the condemnation you speak of 

 



 

on themselves.  Avoiding planning permission when putting up 
their midnight Traveller's camps, exploiting the liberties we enjoy, 
but not playing by the wider rules and conventions most of us are 
expected to.  I know of the persecution that Gypsies suffer under in 
Eastern Europe - and hopefully that will change for them soon. But 
in the UK, I'm afraid, the general view is they take the piss and are 
laughing at our largesse and gullibility. 
* 
skankatron    5 February 2011 10:19AM      I don't love anything 
about Travellers at all, but then I've probably had a bit more 
experience of them than you have.  Whilst the hand-wringing 
liberals might say that these people are disadvantaged and live by 
their wits, I can assure you that most of them are minted, and live 
by the proceeds of crime.  If you have any doubt about this, then 
why don't you go and spend some time in a village that has been 
blighted by a Traveller camp, and have a chat with the locals. 
* 
LaxSean    5 February 2011 10:20AM     I'm up for that. First can I 
have my car wheels and motorbike back please? 
* 
SamVega   5 February 2011 10:20AM     society's appalling 
condescension to Gypsies: love them for the excitement and 
mystery we see in them, loathe them if they try to come closer.  
Have you spent too much time doing historical research? Most 
people don't care about their ethnicity or colourful customs 
providing they don't cause any problems. Exactly like all those 
who live in houses, in fact.  The nice Sri Lankan family who run 
our local shop are well liked, but if (like the Meriden example you 
give) they attempted to flout planning regulations they would get 
stick too. 
* 
Shopon     5 February 2011 10:22AM    David Altheer is a 
freelance journalist and was the progenitor of the first London 
International Gypsy Film Festival in 2006.  CIF should be a site for 
tubthumpers; but is now simply free advertising space for anyone 

 



 

with a book to sell, a Channel 4 documentary to plug - or a film 
festival to promote. 
* 
RuleBritannia87   5 February 2011 10:23AM 
Society loves Gypsies for their romance but loathes them if they 
come closer. We need a new attitude to the Traveller community.  
Who's Society? I haven't met this person. 
* 
RuleBritannia87   5 February 2011 10:25AM   Are you 
suggesting this article is an advert for a film festival four years 
ago? 
* 
freewillie    5 February 2011 10:25AM     I wonder what Richard 
Hammond of Top Gear would say about gypsies. I think we know. 
* 
YoureWrong     5 February 2011 10:26AM       Only when they 
have removed their mattress from my mum's garden. 
* 
copperanne   5 February 2011 10:27AM      This really is not a 
difficult argument.  Nobody, aside from a tiny minority, hates 
anyone who is law abiding and treats those around them in a 
sociable and respectful manner.  The negative view of the 
travelling community is entirely based on behaviours described in 
the comments above - such as the building on Green Belt land and 
the soiling of beauty spots. When families and communities 
behave in an anti-social manner they cannot expect toleration.  
Finally, in the interests of consistency, writers who believe in 
equality ought to condemn practices that lead to women being 
treated as second class citizens - regardless of any "cultural" 
argument. 
* 
MrsNesbit  5 February 2011 10:27AM    I would like the author to 
visit the local 'site' for 'gypsies', if he dare that is, its inhabitants 
often intimidate the staff at the local Tesco garage with language 
and threats which are unbelievable . The police are too scared to go 

 



 

there and my daughter's friend having reported the bad treatment 
of animals, in particular a tethered horse, was told that there was 
nothing that could be done because it was too dangerous to 
approach the owners. There is something 'romantic' and liberating 
about the concept of the freedom from state that the gypsy lifestyle 
may offer, but unfortunately the reality for many who live in close 
proximity leads them to (rightly) mistrust and fear them. 
* 
Shopon   5 February 2011 10:28AM    @  RuleBritannia87  Are 
you suggesting this article is an advert for a film festival four 
years ago?   No- I'm guessing he's got another one in the pipeline! 
* 
thetrashheap  5 February 2011 10:28AM   Most people are pretty 
solid on their blanket condemnation of Gypsy culture.  It's only the 
left that tries to cultivate this idealistic notion of Gypsies to counter 
act that.  I mean most people don't watch My Big Fat Gypsie 
Wedding because they like Gypsies. This week it had 12 year old 
girls taken out to do house work, married off before 18, sexually 
assaulted and brought up as second class citizens. Views in my 
work were divided between people who laughed at them and 
people who were horrified by them but nobody liked them very 
much.  Most people expect those in society to play by the rules, 
playing the cultural card to excuse ignoring and breaking laws or 
rampant sexism isn't acceptable to most people. Laws and 
minimum acceptable social standards aren't culturally relative to 
most people.   The problem isn't love/hate it's double standards. 
* 
EKHornbeck     5 February 2011 10:32AM       I don't see how the 
case you mention at Meriden is one of 'loathing'. From the article, 
it seems that the local residents were angry that their greenbelt land 
was being threatened by people who had circumvented planning 
laws. If it had been an unscrupulous building company would you 
still damn them? Are they simply not allowed to protest as soon as 
Travellers are in the equation because you feel that they would be 
subconsciously motivated by discrimination?  I've read lots of 

 



 

these articles on The Guardian, and one thing that always strikes 
me is how dismissive writers and commenters are of anyone who 
says that they have had a negative experience with 
travellers/gypsies/roma. I understand that there is a tendency for 
discrimination to develop against groups who are so radically 
different from the norm, but I don't think that automatically makes 
anyone who complains of theft or vandalism a liar and a bigot.  I 
have never encountered travellers/gypsies/roma, and so have no 
experience of my own to compare against the comments. It just 
always strikes me as odd that any negativity (usually from those 
people citing personal experience) is immediately discarded as 
bigotry. 
* 
torieboy  5 February 2011 10:32AM 
@   flatpackhamster      
There are a group of gypsies who come to the area where I live 
every summer. They come down to pick cherries and sell them. 
They stay on the farmer's land with his permission, sell the fruit, 
and then move off.                     Could they be English Romany's? 
 
Then you've got the people who barge their way on to a field on a 
Friday night, lay down concrete pads for their huge (brand-new) 
caravans over the weekend and submit retrospective planning 
permission -                               Could they be Irish Travellers ? 
* 
Fruitcandle  5 February 2011 10:32AM   Society sometimes 
loathes gypsies for the costs in cleaning up after them (500k a year 
in Milton Keynes), for them camping all over school playing fields 
(witnessed in Bedford and Northampton) and their extortion of the 
elderly for shoddy jobs.  The crime rate has been noted to rise in 
some areas when the travellers arrive.  There is nothing romantic 
about groups of travelling criminals who hide behind the racism 
card. 
* 
MickGJ  5 February 2011 10:33AM    I think in the context of the 

 



 

discussion above "threatening our Britishness" quite often means 
"threatening our green belt land". In Guardian-world however 
people who would be eco-heroes if they were campaigning against 
a legal development by Tesco become nimbies and racists when 
they object to illegal development by travellers. 
* 
avoidtaxliketheg   5 February 2011 10:34AM 
Society loves Gypsies for their romance but loathes them if they 
come closer. We need a new attitude to the Traveller community           
No I just loath them. 
* 
avoidtaxliketheg 5 February 2011 10:37AM 
This comment was removed by a moderator because it didn't abide 
by our community standards. 
* 
MrsHappy  5 February 2011 10:39AM    I'd prefer to just avoid 
them as I've caught them trying to break into my car TWICE. 
* 
rustyschwinnToo 5 February 2011 10:43AM 
"Are you saying that there are no gypsies who pay no taxes and 
cheat the Benefits system? Are you saying we should love them 
all - even the rogues amongst them?" 
It would have been polite of you to come back and apologise for 
posting this by mistake here, instead of the comments section 
under the banker bonus article it was clearly intended for.    
I assume the word "gypsies" in this comment is a just another 
predictive text faux-paux and you actually typed "Gyos" meaning 
CEOs. 
* 
Abismo     5 February 2011 10:43AM    Having watched My Big 
Fat Gypsy Wedding this week, it was truly heart breaking to see 
the total lack of prospects of ambition cultivated in 99% of the 
young women. They just accept being hauled out of school before 
they hit their teens to be unpaid skivvies and all round second-class 
members of 'The Community'. Strictly controlled and then 

 



 

promptly married off at 16 to some scrap metal collecting gonk. 
Throw in social rituals that border on sexual assault and my 
sympathy is limited.  But as most people have already said, it's not 
gypsies as such that most people have an issue with. It's people 
who break the law and take the piss that wind most of us up.  It's 
articles like this that make 'Guardianistas' such a laughing stock. 
* 
woodengravy    5 February 2011 10:44AM   There are many 
Gypsies (rather than Irish Travellers) in Romania.  Most 
Romanians do not like Gypsies either. 
* 
yahyah  5 February 2011 10:46AM   We aren't engaging with the 
traveller community but with individuals like any other group. My 
own experience of travellers when living in Gloucestershire was 
that there are good and bad.  One small group, with horses and 
horsedrawn accomodation as well as vans camped in a nearby lane 
several times in two years.  They nodded or said hello when we 
walked or drove by, as did we to them.  One of the women used to 
push a water container down to our lane and we'd fill it for them. I 
baked her some cakes for her and her children and we always had a 
good chat.  When they left, the only sign they'd been there was a 
bit of hedgerow wood had been cut for firewood. 
 
Another group, with big modern caravans and aggressive barking 
dogs came at other times.  The men had an aura of violence and 
scowled when we waved as we drove by.  During the weeks they 
were there we lost six solar powered garden lamps and other 
garden knick knacks.   I also came home from work and found a 
small chisel under my window sill, as if someone may have 
intended to use it to break or try and force entry. When they left the 
area metal gates had been stolen and wooden post and fencing 
from farmers fields knocked down.  My attitude to the former 
group of travellers is of fondness, affection and a little bit of envy 
at their way of life.   My attitude to the latter group is not printable. 
 

 



 

The article's author writes:  But unless we somehow get rid of this 
loathe-and-love-'em idea... …  ...It would be a lot easier to take a 
100% love 'em attitude if petty crime and disruption didn't happen.  
Criminal behaviour is wrong, which ever cultural or racial group 
carries it out. 
* 
DavidAltheer    5 February 2011 10:48AM   Hmmm. Some of 
these comments seem to be confirming my thesis, that over the last 
500 years mainstream British society has not resolved its 
contradictory attitudes to Romanies. My reference to the 
unauthorised development says that "local people have been 
making it clear for months that they'd like the Travellers to move 
off a parcel of greenbelt land"; I acknowledged that Meriden view.   
Still, I like the "damn those racist conservation laws!" crack. I have 
heard that sentiment voiced often, by what part-Traveller academic 
& author Brian Belton calls the "Gypsy patron" -- the kind of 
patronising activist who just knows what's best for Gypsies. Of 
course such an attitude deserves satire. But I don't believe I wrote 
anything to suggest we should love even the rogues. Matthias 
Cooper was not, so far as I know, a rogue, but a man offering a 
valuable service, just as is being offered by the latest (delightfully 
traditional-looking) ratcatcher to turn up at No 10.   As for "the 
noble Romany v phoney Gypsies" concept, yes, it is wrong. Both, 
in my view, lead to prejudice: if you don't measure up to an 
imagined concept, you deserved being blamed for crimes without 
the proof normally sought/required. 
* 
timken 5 February 2011 10:52AM    We need urgent legislation 
that requires Guardian writers to live alongside a traveller camp for 
six months before they are allowed to write on the subject. 
* 
torieboy 5 February 2011 10:53AM     right now i have said this 
before , but there is another group of travellers who have been in 
this country for hundreds of years and are a part of the English 
tradition. The travelling Showman, every year they come to my 

 



 

town for three days, they assemble their fairground rides, create a 
fantastic atmosphere, disassemble the fairground, and not one 
scrap of paper is left behind. not sure if these people are romanys, 
but they should be an example to the rest of the travelling 
community 
* 
octopus8  5 February 2011 10:54AM     OK. A Gypsy friend of 
mine once said to me "I am not always proud of what Gypsies do, 
but I am proud to be a Gypsy". (So that's the non-PC stuff done 
with).  By himself he moved onto land and put up a mobile home, 
all over a bank holiday.  After a lot of stuff, he eventually got 
planning permission on appeal (for himself only) for his site. My 
friend said that it was the first time in his 38 years that he had ever 
lived legally.  The problem is that traditional sites are closing, and 
if Gypsies buy land and ask for planning permission, the local 
council will do anything and everything to prevent a successful 
application. Only if the failed application goes to appeal is there a 
slim chance of a permission. 
* 
flatpackhamster 5 February 2011 10:55AM    @ DavidAltheer  
Hi David, thanks for coming on to the thread. I posted above an 
example of what I consider to be 'good' gypsies - who do travel 
from place to place and who don't cause trouble - and then 
contrasted them with what I consider to be 'bad' gypsies - who 
don't travel at all and who abuse the planning system and people's 
good nature. I would like to know whether you think that we 
should treat all gypsies the same regardless of their behaviour. The 
reason that I ask is that I don't see how disliking people who take 
the piss is 'prejudice'. 
* 
edbutt   5 February 2011 10:56AM      We must stop being mealy 
- mouthed and start making the distinction btween Gypsies, 
members of a semi - nomadic race or tribe and travellers, 
people who drop out of the system.  And they we must deal with 
those people among the travellers who, having dropped out of 

 



 

society still think society owes them something.  A few years ago 
the council in its wisdom opened a site for travellers near where I 
live. Within weeks many the gardens were looking untidy because 
all the sheds and a lot of garages had been broken into and tools 
stolen.  The true Gypsies, the West family, who have a privately 
owned site not far away are never any trouble. Most are in business 
and they are good customers in shops and pubs and excellent 
people to deal with. 
* 
octopus8  5 February 2011 10:56AM   I'm working festivals again 
this summer. Glastonbury will be the big one.  Who puts up 
Glastonbury (and takes it down again)?     Travellers. 
* 
Uncertainty   5 February 2011 10:58AM    When they left, the 
only sign they'd been there was a bit of hedgerow wood had been 
cut for firewood.    I was always told that you should leave the 
land as it you had not been there. It meant it was not spoilt for next 
time.  It is also possible to cut turf, have a fire and return the turf so 
you cannot even see where the fire was.  Did they do that? 
* 
UnevenSurface   5 February 2011 11:01AM     I hate all and every 
euphemism, and 'Traveller' is right up there with the worst. If you 
mean gypsies, say so. If you mean itinerant folk from other 
ethnicities, say so. They are different things, requiring different 
perspectives, and conflating the two helps neither. 
* 
ragworm   5 February 2011 11:01AM 
The reason gypsies and travellers are forced to set up illegal 
encampments is firstly because there is a chronic shortage of 
approved sites, and secondly because the planning system is so 
horribly skewed against them. Local pressure ensures that most 
applications are doomed to failure regardless of their merits. To 
make matters worse, most gypsies are illiterate and can't begin to 
navigate the planning process. So the inevitable reality is that most 
gypsies have little choice but to live illegally.  And if you know 

 



 

that you don't get a fair hearing, that society is trying to legislate 
you out of existence, why the bloody hell should you pay taxes? 
* 
Drottle   5 February 2011 11:01AM   Tell you what. Let them 
establish good faith by obeying all our laws for five years and 
paying all their taxes for five years. Then we'll see what we can do. 
*octopus8    5 February 2011 11:02AM 
Friends of mine who were travellers had to settle down. They were 
forced off the road by Thatcher and Michael Howard. Their two 
lads went to the local school. The two lads won the county prize 
for craft/design/technology. The traveller life had given them the 
education to win. 
* 
octopus8   5 February 2011 11:05AM    @ Drottle   Tell you what. 
Let them establish good faith by obeying all our laws for five 
years and paying all their taxes for five years. Then we'll see 
what we can do.   I take it you are talking about Members of 
Parliament? 
* 
spanfoods 5 February 2011 11:06AM    This is the second article 
in a week about the poor old Gypsy/Travellers. And once again the 
Gruaniad is getting a pasting from its readers. They seem to have a 
habit of picking complete nonentities to write drivel. I remember 
Darcus Howe got a good pasting about the New Cross fire last 
week as well.   I have nothing to add to what I said last week from 
forty years experience of travellers having worked with them and 
employed them. 
* 
PunishmentOfLuxury    5 February 2011 11:06AM    I lived just 
off Hampstead Heath for a few years in the early 1980s and every 
summer for a few weeks, garbage would be strewn all over the 
Heath; washing stolen from lines; feral children would roam the 
streets begging, thieving and vandalising cars and signs about lost 
dogs would appear on lamp posts.  A lot of people connected these 
phenomena with the annual appearance of hundreds of 

 



 

travellers/Gipsies camping on the Heath, but a recent study has 
shown that for some reason, at the same time every year, local 
residents would start stealing each others' dogs; fly tipping and 
littering the Heath and sending their children out in rags to beg and 
steal from their neighbours. It was actually nothing to do with the 
Gipsies at all: they would just sit peacefully in front of their 
brightly painted old wooden caravans telling fortunes 
and...er...roasting hedgehogs and that sort of thing.  No one knows 
the reason for this mysterious behaviour among normally law 
abiding and prosperous residents, but it may be connected with 
crystal vibrations from the lost city of Atlantis or the conjunction 
of Saturn with Sagitarius...or something like that. 
* 
Keo2008   5 February 2011 11:07AM    @ Rustyschwinn: Of 
course I condemn Bankers and MPs who cheat too.  The fact that 
rich men cheat the system doesnt make it OK for gypsies to do the 
same.  Your comment is a classic "whataboutery" which certain 
CiF posters seem so fond of. The fact that other people commit 
crime is irrelevent on this thread. And the author- and you for that 
matter- seem to be implying that we should like all gypsies, 
including the rogues and criminals amongst them. 
* 
DavidAltheer  5 February 2011 11:08AM     "CIF... space for 
anyone with a book to sell, a Channel 4 documentary to plug - or 
a film festival to promote."   You've formed the wrong impression, 
Shopon - sorry. I added that only to help readers get an idea of 
who/what I am. I'm not plugging the film fest, which was years 
ago, in spring 2006 - even the FF website atrophied months ago - 
& I plan no more. I am now editor of Loving Dalston, an 
independent news blog covering Hackney in NE London. Yes, I am 
now a townie. But I sprang from rural soil, commuting to the city 
for much of my working life, and returning to the countryside 
whenever possible - and that doesn't mean I own a cottage in 
Weekendshire. 
* 

 



 

doughcnut  5 February 2011 11:10AM   Usually this is a humour 
free topic - but try this 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x3G0GulNP_   ultimate towing 
- p~~~y special 
* 
torieboy  5 February 2011    To make matters worse, most gypsies 
are illiterate and can't begin to navigate the planning process. So 
the inevitable reality is that most gypsies have little choice but to 
live illegally.   Not that illiterate that they dont know how to drive a 
Mercedes, BMW , and Mitsubishi 4x4's and they know all about 
the planning process, but they play the game of staying put, 
knowing full well that at the end of years of trying to remove them 
the council will have to let them stay because of the children's 
education and their  HUMAN RIGHTS. 
* 
MetalDad  5 February 2011 11:14AM  "WE must mend our love 
hate relationship with Gypsies"   Doesn't it take both parties to 
mend a relationship successfully? Or is everything the fault with 
the everyday "non-Gypsy" population..? 
* 
Dogstarscribe    5 February 2011 11:16AM    I have no doubt 
whatsoever there's somethign very akin to racism applied to 
travellers by some people, but the false dichotomy David Altheer is 
clinging to like a security blanket is a myth to cover a much older 
meme - people like strangers who fit in.  In post after post above 
the dividing line isn't culture, race or language, but perceptions of 
the extent to which a group is law abiding and conformist. Quite 
why David Altheer can't see that is one for him and his soul... 
* 
Valten78    5 February 2011 11:17AM   @ Drottle    Tell you what. 
Let them establish good faith by obeying all our laws for five 
years and paying all their taxes for five years. Then we'll see 
what we can do.    But thats enough about CEOs..... 
* 
octopus8 5 February 2011 11:17AM    Travellers and Gypsies 
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"ruining the countryside" is a revealing thought.  For what is the 
countryside for?   
* 
bobdoney  5 February 2011 11:23AM You're not paying attention. 
CallMe says multiculturalism is dead. The gypsies (and all other 
minorities) have got to assimilate with the majority. If he says it, it 
must be true. 
* 
ragworm   5 February 2011 11:23AM   @Torieboy   Not sure if 
you're a computer-generated creation, but I don't think you need to 
be able to read to be able to drive. It might help with road signs I 
suppose. And shouldn't their kids be educated? Shouldn't they have 
human rights? 
* 
regal    5 February 2011 11:25AM   britain is only a small island, 
why should we invite more gypsys to come to britain to stay 
here,cameron as said this morning that muliticulturalism in britain 
is coming to and end, and he his right. 
* 
marionl 5 February 2011 11:25AM    Their two lads went to the 
local school. The two lads won the county prize for 
craft/design/technology. The traveller life had given them the 
education to win.    CDT requires an awful lot of paperwork for 
even the most basic assignment or the work will not be judged It 
has to have the following:  design brief; context;  research: first 
hand, interviews, study of existing products initial ideas, with 
drawings, at least three; analysis of initial ideas; production of 
prototype complete with technical drawings; critique of prototype; 
methods of production that would be needed to make the product;  
Evaluation of whole project.   So sorry, it was the school education 
that gave them the ability to put down on paper and to actually 
produce their idea 
* 
Xenakis  5 February 2011 11:28AM   
Travellers in Ireland live in caravans or in halting sites with very 

 



 

little actual travelling going on. Their 'lifestyle' is nothing more 
than an excuse to live outside the tax net. The places they live are 
disgusting, with rubbish strewn everywhere. There's nothing 
romantic about this:  
http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/images/2010/1221/1224285
990495_1.jpg   The longer we allow them to live like this, the 
bigger the difference between both peoples will be. If they demand 
a halting site, as they often do here, then obviously they desire to 
'settle'. Compulsory adult education classes, community service 
accompanied by a council house with limited meeting times with 
other travellers would soon eradicate the issues associated with 
their lifestyle: illiteracy, domestic abuse, illegal dumping, tax 
evasion, welfare abuse, etc etc. 
* 
octopus8  5 February 2011 11:28AM     OK.  I was once part of 
the focus of a "get them out" anti-traveller campaign. Though we 
were not actually travellers. It was nasty.  I didn't like being 
referred to as "them" by a local Lib-Dem councillor. "Them" made 
us non-persons.  It so happened Paddy (now Lord) Ashdown lived 
close by and was the MP.  I wrote him a letter. You can guess the 
content by his reply.   He wrote "As far as I am concerned, any 
living on your land is, by living there, a constituent of mine, and I 
have advised the councillor of this, and that he should give you 
every politeness he would give to any other constituent".  A very 
brave man, Ashdown - just think of the trouble that could have 
happened if I had sent a copy of the letter to the Conservative 
candidate at the next election. 
* 
octopus8 5 February 2011 11:30AM    @  Marioni   So sorry, it 
was the school education that gave them the ability to put down 
on paper and to actually produce their idea  
They were home educated. 
* 
cynddeiriog 5 February 2011 11:32AM    Not that illiterate that 
they dont know how to drive a Mercedes, BMW , and Mitsubishi 
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4x4's , and they know all about the planning process    With all 
those sterling qualifications, I'm amazed they aren't welcomed with 
open arms into the local Conservative Club. 
* 
octopus8  5 February 2011 11:35AM    @ Xenakis   Travellers in 
Ireland live in caravans or in halting sites with very little actual 
travelling going on. Their 'lifestyle' is nothing more than an 
excuse to live outside the tax net.    Unlike half of the City 
bankers, and Lord Ashcroft and Zak Goldsmith MP. BTW. 
Goldsmith has a traditional bow-top caravan outside his country 
house near Tavistock in Devon. He recently had it restored and 
painted in traditional style by ... a traveller. 
* 
JimmyFox    5 February 2011 11:36AM       @ragworm   The 
reason gypsies and travellers are forced to set up illegal 
encampments is firstly because there is a chronic shortage of 
approved sites, and secondly because the planning system is so 
horribly skewed against them. Local pressure ensures that most 
applications are doomed to failure regardless of their merits. 
But the planning system is skewed against all citizens, as far as 
building or living on green belt land is concerned. This is 
multiplied manyfold should I and family/friends wish to occupy a 
site big enough for 10 or 20 dwellings. 
 
To make matters worse, most gypsies are illiterate and can't begin 
to navigate the planning process. So the inevitable reality is that 
most gypsies have little choice but to live illegally. Look, you're 
being very naive - very few ordinary people can deal with the 
intricacies of planning law, we have to use an architect or other 
planning consultant. This route is also open to travellers. 
 
And if you know that you don't get a fair hearing, that society is 
trying to legislate you out of existence, why the bloody hell 
should you pay taxes?    This is just nonsensical - I don't like some 
of the decisions of the last and this government but it doesn't give 

 



 

me the right to drop out. There is a remedy for travellers, they can 
buy a site with existing planning consent, which is what we have to 
do. 
* 
Optymystic   5 February 2011 11:36AM 
They have asked for retrospective planning permission for illegal 
development on the green belt. However, they are far from the first 
to demand retrospective planning permission and our green belt is 
always under attack. I cannot accept that the vehemence of the 
response would be the same if it were a Westbury or Persimmon 
proposal. Can we remind readers that protecting the value of your 
property, much as we all wish to do it, is, rightly, not an argument 
in planning law. There is no god given right to protect the value of 
your property against someone erecting e.g. an abattoir next door. 
Arguing that it is in a residential zone is pertinent, that it will 
reduce your value is not, because the law has no responsibility to 
protect your value.  Those of us who have fought against low cost, 
medium rise, high density developments on the boundary of our 
property in complete and utter breach of the statutory conservation 
area plan for the area in which they are situated (I am looking at 
one such from a distance of about 40 metres) have come to see the 
planning laws as a battle ground in which the odds are deliberately 
heavily weighted in favour of the developer. Were it not so it 
would be extremely difficult to get any development done at all. 
Warwickshire gypsies are as entitled to game the planning laws as 
any other developer, landowner, or supermarket chain.  Gypsies 
steal things, sell dodgy goods and don't pay tax. The city of 
London on which so much of our economy is held to depend is the 
centre of the entire world's tax havens. The majority of tax havens 
come under British jurisdiction so the city of London functions as 
the world's tax haven hub. Many of the complex financial 
products, the so-called financial weapons of mass destruction, were 
deliberately parked in tax havens to avoid tax and also avoid the 
minimal regime of regulation dreamt up by Balls and Brown. Tax 
avoidance and evasion are therefore the UK's leading industry. 

 



 

Under these circumstance, complaining that the Gypsies don't pay 
tax has just a little whiff of hypocrisy.  As for stealing and selling 
dodgy products, that is hardly peculiar to the traveller community. 
I would not like them camping in my garden, shitting in my hedge, 
or queueing to use my toilet. I don't like it when I take my kids to 
the park and find they have squatted it, or the appalling mess they 
leave when they have been evicted. I think there chosen life style is 
degenerate, their failure to educate their kids is doing them no 
favours, their level of domestic violence and petty crime also leave 
a lot to be desired, but all that said they are still getting a raw 
deal. 
* 
brown2  5 February 2011 11:36AM     
Society loves Gypsies for their romance 
I agree. But unfortunately globalization has destroyed many 
ancient traditions which the world respected and celebrated.  As a 
consequence many Gypsies became unemployed, some turned to 
drugs and many turned to other to unpleasant activities.  Is there 
anyway these ancient skills and crafts can be revived? 

V  knife   5 February 2011 11:40AM 
Apart from the colourful old lady who tried to force a sprig of 
some plant on me in St Albans once, I can't recall ever meeting a 
genuine Romany. However, the various 'travellers' and their sites I 
have come across made an impression. They lead what can only 
be described as a semi-criminal lifestyle, one which needs to be 
ended by the authorities in their own interests as well as those of 
wider society. I'd start by taking their children into care. 
 
@octopus8   Whatever the countryside is for, it's certainly not a 
refuse tip like this.  If you'd like to see some more of the mess they 
always leave behind, google for images of 'rubbish left by 
travellers'. 
 

 



 

@ragworm And shouldn't their kids be educated? Shouldn't they 
have HUMAN RIGHTS? 
Of course they should, which is why it's so wrong that the 
travellers take their offspring out of school at 12 or 13 so the boys 
can be taught to thieve and con whilst the girls are turned into 
second class citizens and domestic drudges. It's precisely because 
of the travellers' disregard for the human rights of their children  
I'd take them into care.   
* 
peacejusticefreedom     5 February 2011 11:40AM 
Anti-Roma sentiment in Europe is a barometer for a rise of 
fascism I believe. Scary times indeed. Let's put the hate energy 
into hope energy and create a better world in which we ALL have 
an EQUAL stake. 
* 
octopus8 5 February 2011 11:41AM     @  torieboy    Not that 
illiterate that they dont know how to drive a Mercedes, BMW , 
and Mitsubishi 4x4's , and they know all about the planning 
process, but they play the game of staying put,  knowing full well 
that at the end of years of trying to remove them the council will 
have to let them stay because of the children's education and 
their HUMAN RIGHTS   If human rights are of any use, they are 
not for good upstanding people like you - they are for bastards like 
Gypsies. 
* 
markstewart1986  5 February 2011 11:42AM 
I understand that its often people untouched by such issues that are 
first to criticise those who complain about Gypsies and Travellers. 
Many people obviously have legitimate concerns.   However, its 
unacceptable that we should cast aspersions on an entire group of 
people thereby reducing them to stereotypes. This is something on 
which civilised society should refuse to compromise.  As a town 
planner, its hard not to notice the lack of available sites for Gypsies 
which has had the effect that an ethnic group, as recognised by the 
EU, is increasingly being forced to live sedentary lifestyles 

 



 

resulting in the loss of their culture. Over the years local 
authorities have fallen way short of providing enough available 
sites for this group, which is something that exacerbates tension 
between travellers and others living sedentary lifestyles. I'd 
almost remind people that settling in a place without planning 
permission and then submitting an application retrospectively 
is legal. The nations largest retailer does it all the time. Again this 
is something which is unavoidable when there aren't enough sites 
to maintain your way of life.  All that said, I'm by no means a left 
wing liberal. I simply think that the things people tend to have 
serious grievances about are often more complicated than the 
obvious blame game. 
* 
Shed69  5 February 2011 11:42AM  Gypsies/travelers live in a 
paralel world where their survival and freedom to do as they please 
attitude is always going to clash with people who are settled in 
law abiding communities.  They don't have any respect for 
anyone outside their own and why would they given their history. 
Watching those weddings was interesting because I am sure the 
attitudes towards women and the machismo and pride in their 
culture are what the bnp rather than civil liberty groups would like 
to see us all aspire to. Even though they batter each other at times 
they have learnt over centuries to stick together  I met a French 
Romany gypsy in France who told me that most of his parents 
family were rounded up by the local police and handed over to the 
Nazi's and were killed. In Europe before the second world war 
gypsies were craftspeople many of those crafts people were 
murdered by the Nazi's and most of that lifestyle has died leaving 
them in ghettos where criminality is rife.  I would hate to live 
near them so can understand when people who do get very angry 
about people who defend their way of life from a safe distance 
* 
SamuelSmiles  5 February 2011 11:44AM    Are the Traveller 
community tolerant of others, especially those with a darker 
complexion?  From my experience they are not.  Why is it that I 

 



 

must change? Why do we always have to tolerate them? They only 
verbal racism I’ve faced, in recent years, was from a Traveller 
community that was camped near where I used to work in Hackney 
Wick.   When they change their ways then I’ll change my opinion 
of them. 
* 
CrashBall  5 February 2011 11:44AM   
We must mend our love-hate relationship with Gypsies 
Mine is a hate-hate relationship with them and that won't ever 
change while they insist on daily criminal behaviour. Yet another 
Guardian article about travellers/gypsies that makes you wonder 
has the author ever gone out into the real world and had the 
misfortune of encountering them or having them pitch up on your 
land. 
* 
DavidAltheer    5 February 2011 11:47AM    yahyah says: "My 
attitude to the former group of travellers is of fondness, affection 
and a little bit of envy at their way of life.   My attitude to the 
latter group is not printable."   I, on the hand, have known 
families spending a lot of time with wagons who've been very 
unpleasant and trailer-dwellers who've been ultra-hospitable. Why 
base your approach on generalisations?   As for My Big Fat Gypsy 
Wedding, I'm wary of discussing this series because it seems to be 
mostly about Irish Travellers. I was writing about Gypsies (as 
you've no doubt gathered, the TV title is a bit of a misnomer) and 
there are many things about Romany culture that I find upsetting - 
and for which, if I mention those upsets, I am regularly criticised 
by the "patrons". Above all, I am distressed by the anti-education 
animus of some Romanichals - "truly heartbreaking", as Abismo 
comments.  It's true also that there is a shortage of official sites, 
and has been for years. Many Gypsies are not happy about living 
on what they call an "Indian reservation", but many are living in 
desperately insecure situations. Again, what I have called "society" 
(sorry about the makeshift term) needs to engage in a rethink. As 
for the the planning system being horribly skewed against Gypsies 

 



 

and Irish Travellers, I have never been able to find an accurate 
source for the claim that 90% of Gypsy planning applications are 
refused. In what countries: Eng-Wales/Scotland/NIreland or UK as 
a whole? Govt figures do not support that figure. I haven't looked 
lately: I'd be glad if anyone can give an update. I'm glad to see a 
mention of travelling Showmen - thanks, torieboy. Why they can 
get it together would require another article. It's significant that 
they have always kept the patrons at bay.   "A complete nonentity", 
me? For sure, and I love the roundness of that term. But I don't 
think I have to be famous to think about an issue and try to make a 
point about it. I missed your comment last week, spanfoods . You 
speak from experience: can you give us a taste of it, whether or not 
you are also a nonentity? 
* 
markstewart1986   5 February 2011 11:48AM    I mean not illegal 
* 
peacejusticefreedom 5 February 2011 11:49AM   Free your mind 
and your ass will follow...... 
European Roma Rights Centre:     http://www.errc.org/ 
Roma Rights Network:    http://www.romarights.net/v2/ 
Decade of Roma Inclusion. 2005 - 2015:    
http://tinyurl.com/63qsevs 
* 
Sajetan  5 February 2011 11:50AM   @David Altheer  Some of 
these comments seem to be confirming my thesis, that over the 
last 500 years mainstream British society has not resolved its 
contradictory attitudes to Romanies.    You seem a bit confused, 
as one minute you're talking about Gypsies (a mixed bag of ethnic 
and nomadic groups) then about Romanies (a broad ethnic group - 
not necessarily nomadic) then about Travellers (presumably 
including both traditionally nomadic groups and those who've 
decided to adopt a 'traveller' lifestyle). This confusion isn't likely to 
help 'resolve contradictory attitudes'. 
* 
carlilephotography    5 February 2011 11:52AM   Whenever I see 

 



 

news clips about British Gypsies what I see is so far removed from 
the Gypsies around me here in Budapest.  Gypsies here in Eastern 
Europe broadly speaking fit very much on to the appearance set of 
Indians, hardly surprising when vast amounts of them were passed 
around in antiquity as war booty from Kashmir up in to Europe.   
Can someone point me in the direction of some info on the origins 
of British Gypsies? 
* 
skepticaemia  5 February 2011 11:54AM 
A little case study. A family bought a paddock in a local village, 
and brought in a small mobile home (such as a farmer might 
legally bring in for seasonal workers). They applied retrospectively 
for planning permission (as has been pointed out, they would 
never get it any other way). The paddock was outside the main 
part of the village, between a sewage farm, a rusty nissan hut 
garage and a modern farm-workers cottage (which was given 
permission for agricultural reasons - but sold on to a non farm 
worker). The site was tidy and organised. The horse was well 
looked after. The owner of the caravan was welcomed by the 
vanishingly small methodist chapel congregation. Nothing was 
stolen, no children kidnapped. Even the local hedgehogs seemed 
OK.   The great and the good of the village mobilised and 
campaigned; never had the village see such community spirit. 
Victory at the local authority planning inquisition meant that a 
good neighbour will be evicted. The vindictiveness and sense of 
self righteousness was shocking. The monoculture of the village is 
safe.  If there is no legal route for responsible members of this 
community to find somewhere to live, and the whole community is 
stigmatised by the behaviour of the worst (isn't that what we 
normally call racism?), the future for them remains bleak. 
* 
cynddeiriog 5 February 2011 11:54AM 
Mine is a hate-hate relationship with them and that won't ever 
change while they insist on daily criminal behaviour. Yet another 
Guardian article about travellers/gypsies that makes you wonder 

 



 

has the author ever gone out into the real world and had the 
misfortune of encountering them or having them pitch up on your 
land.  Has this thread been hijacked by the provisional wing of the 
CLA by any chance? Not usually the case that so many landowners 
out themselves on CIF. Has someone posted this on some Tory 
virtual rag by any chance?  And yes, I have gone out in the real 
world, and I count a number of gypsies of varying origin among 
my good friends; like all groups of people there are some good and 
bad, and glib generalisations about stereotypes are lazy and 
intentionally provocative. 
* 
OneGonk  5 Feb 2011 Gypsies could also do with a sea change in 
attitude.  Respect is earnt. 
* 
torieboy  5 February 2011 11:56AM   Not sure if you're a 
computer generated creation 
What with my spelling you're having a laugh.  these people are not 
stupid they are clever, many of them have houses in Ireland,  And 
that's another nice little scam they're got going, i read some time 
ago they were buying houses on a street in some part of Ireland, 
(many travellers all on the same street ) then deliberately letting 
the houses get run down, so as the rest of the residence move out 
because of the state of the street the travellers would buy them out. 
eventually the council would offer to buy them out because of the 
state of the road. but not before the travellers put in for planning 
permission to sale on to property developers, where they then 
make a killing. the council only to please to agree to get rid of 
them. 
* 
albertcornercrew   5 February 2011 11:56AM    No matter how 
hard any multiculti apologist tries to make out that itinerants are 
not theiving parasites, they always fail.  The Roma are despised in 
Romania, Hungary and Bulgaria. This is from first hand 
experience, not heresay. The reasons are part historical, but mostly 
because they are thieves and make little secret of it. 

 



 

* 
sixtiesman  5 February 2011 11:56AM 
The hate coming of these comments is worrying, unsurprising, but 
worrying.  The current lifestyle and of Romanies and our attitudes 
towards them, and their attitudes to us, are a product of long 
historical processes. The current outcome of these is: we hate them 
and they hate us; or, if you prefer, they hate us and we hate them. 
Since there are a lot more of us than there are of them the best way 
to proceed would be if we tried to hate them a bit less.  Once again 
the porcine squadrons take to the air. 
* 
peacejusticefreedom   5 February 2011 11:56AM         Respect is 
a right. 
* 
OneGonk   5 February 2011 11:57AM  Can't say I have ever felt a 
sentiment remotely associated with love about Romanies. 
 
@ PeacJusticeFreedom   Respect is a right. 
Simplistic piffle. You cannot treat others with criminal contempt 
and expect justice in any walk of life.  Do murderers, paedophiles, 
terrorists, or any other anti social group deserve respect?   Engage 
brain before posting.  Can't say I have ever felt a sentiment 
remotely associated with love about Romanies. 
* 
cynddeiriog    5 February 2011 12:04PM   i read some time ago 
they were buying houses on a street...then deliberately letting the 
houses get run down, so as the rest of the residence move out 
because of the state of the street the travellers would buy them 
out.   Did they learn that trick from property developers at the 
Conservative Club? I've seen that strategy followed elsewhere, and 
certainly not by gypsies. 
 
The hate coming of these comments is worrying, unsurprising, 
but worrying. The current lifestyle and of Romanies and our 
attitudes towards them, and their attitudes to us, are a product of 

 



 

long historical processes.   It's depressing but I think the Tory 
Trolls are recruiting their ground troops to this thread, I doubt the 
unanimity of views expressed here reflect genuine CIF opinion. 
* 
cynddeiriog 5 February 2011 12:08PM   Do murderers, 
paedophiles, terrorists, or any other anti social group deserve 
respect?    Nicking a bit of scrap metal is hardly comparable to 
terrorism or paedophilia. Is hyperbole the last refuge of a scoundrel 
these days? 
* 
DavidAltheer   5 February 2011 12:11PM 
Perhaps, given what EKHornbeck claims about abusing people 
who do not share a viewpoint, we journalists should be forced to 
live alongside you commenters for six months. 
* 
cynddeiriog 5 February 2011 12:11PM      @ skepticaemia:  At 
last a post with some concrete detail rather than hearsay. None of 
the anti-gypsy racists proffer any detailed evidence to back up their 
prejudices, I think that speaks volumes. 
* 
nadel 5 February 2011 12:14PM    So, The Guardianistas now 
approve of illegal building on green field sites, tax evasion and the 
treatment of women as second class citizens.  Oh sorry, only if the 
above are perpetrated by a self-proclaimed persecuted minority?     
Carry on. 
* 
Busch   5 February 2011 12:22PM   On holiday in Ireland many 
years ago I noticed there were height barriers virtually everywhere 
a high vehicle could park. I found out later they were to keep the 
travellers out. The Irish just pushed their problem with travellers 
over here. 
* 
DavidAltheer   5 February 2011 12:25PM 
Thanks for another witticism, "Even the local hedgehogs seemed 
OK". Thanks esp. for the beautifully expressed and beautiful 

 



 

sentiments. In an ideal world, a Gypsy would not buy land for a 
proposed trailer/mobile home until he/she were confident of 
winning a planning application (PA) - and not retrospectively. I 
have put that point to Gypsy-patron friends - they always take 
refuge in the claim that a planning tribunal will probably be biased. 
The 90% of Traveller‘s. Planning Applications (being denied) 
statistic is then cited. 
* 
MetalDad    5 February 2011 12:26PM   @cynddeiriog At last a 
post with some concrete detail rather than hearsay. None of the 
anti-gypsy racists proffer any detailed evidence to back up their 
prejudices, I think that speaks volumes. 
 
Dear Wesh Mr Angry. 
So any person's story that agrees with your view is "concrete 
detail" and "detailed evidence" is it? But any similar personal 
accounts that show the relationship with travelling communities 
where the problems started with the travellers themselves, must be 
"anti-gypsy racists"?  It must be great to be you and live in such a 
simplistic world - where only you know the real truth.  Have you 
not read the posts above? Last time this topic emerged, I detailed 3 
case studies from my time in local government, all detailed, all 
factual and two containing guns and dogs. The moderators 
removed it in a few minutes... 
* 
cynddeiriog     5 February 2011 12:26PM   The Guardianistas 
now approve of illegal building on green field sites, tax evasion 
and the treatment of women as second class citizens.  Of course 
not, but how on earth are gypsy communities supposed to integrate 
into society when every avenue to this is blocked by prejudice and 
vested interest? 
* 
SpyHard  5 February 2011 12:30PM   "Of course not, but how on 
earth are gypsy communities supposed to integrate into society 
when every avenue to this is blocked by prejudice and vested 

 



 

interest?"    Have they ever thought about moving into houses and 
flats, like normal people? I'm fairly sure that you would find if 
Gypsies did this and lived like most other people do, the prejudice 
against gyspsies would be gone inside a generation. 
* 
AnnabelHS   5 February 2011 12:30PM    I worked for the gypsies 
for roughly 3 years during the late 1990's painting and decorating 
their mobile homes/caravans and gained extensive insight into their 
lifestyles.  Regardless of their specific customs such as staying up 
with the body of deceased for five days and nights after death and 
girls not finishing their education (can't be good), they are actually 
an extremely ordered and self disciplined group.  The gypsies i 
worked for made their money by building roads in France (at that 
time) - they were actually bringing in a lot of foreign currency into 
this country and spending it liberally in the local community.  The 
idea they all drive around with no road tax is completely absurd - 
they, like anyone, would be stopped by the police and prosecuted.  
Like any society and teenagers aside, there are tiers in the gypsy 
community but, generally, i think they contribute a lot in managing 
the rural areas where they live.  They're fine - what's the problem?  
* 
cynddeiriog 5 February 2011 12:31PM  So any person's story that 
agrees with your view is "concrete detail"   No, in my world view 
'concrete detail' mean FACTS. If you have any to post or re-post 
please do so and we can have an informed debate. So far none of 
your tribe has done anything other than regurgitate tired clichés 
with no sense of balance. I'm impressed you can use google 
language tools to translate though (if not to spell 'Welsh' though, 
diolch yn fawr). 
* 
markstewart1986  5 February 2011 12:32PM    @onegonk  @ 
PeaceJusticeFreedom Respect is a right. Simplistic piffle. You 
cannot treat others with criminal contempt and expect justice in 
any walk of life. Do murderers, paedophiles, terrorists, or any 
other anti social group deserve respect? Engage brain before 

 



 

posting.   Murderers murder, pedophiles are sexually attracted to 
children and terrorists cause terror. A Gypsy/ traveller doesn't 
necessarily do anything other than live a non sedentary lifestyle. 
* 
mona4  5 February 2011 12:33PM  The police need to get some 
bottle and go into the traveller sites to recover stolen property, 
instead of whineing about needing armed support group assistance. 
* 
outsidethebox  5 February 2011 12:34PM    Anyone complaining 
to their Local Authority about Travellers will probably be treated 
as a racist and threatened with prosecution under the Race laws. 
Leaving aside the point that belonging to some different racial 
group allows you to set up camp and ignore the laws of the land, 
what actual proof is there that the DNA of a travelling (or often 
non-travelling) group of caravan dwellers is different from that of 
anyone else?   None of the Travellers I have come across in the 
past several years look anything like the ones of my childhood, 
when they really did come to our house selling lucky white heather 
and camped in their Varna every year in the same field. Instead the 
modern Travellers look just like the rest of us, and speak with 
discernable accents often Irish.  The obvious way to move on a 
group of Travellers is to arrange a visit by HMRC to investigate 
the source of the money to buy the land, caravans, 4X4’s hold ultra 
expensive weddings, and to confirm taxes have been paid.  A 
report by Somerset police last year showed that with the jailing of 
a gang of Travellers the thefts of caravans across the UK fell by 
some 40%.   I suspect this was viewed with mixed feelings by 
Jeremy Clarkson. 

Vmona4  5 February 2011 12:37PM 
They applied retrospectively for planning permission   So illegals 
then. They should have been evicted, heavily fined, and the 
caravan destroyed. They broke the law. 
* 

 



 

SamVega 5 February 2011 12:45PM    @ octopus8   Friends of 
mine who were travellers had to settle down. They were forced off 
the road by Thatcher and Michael Howard.  
I hope they reported them for dangerous driving. 
* 
argo101  5 February 2011 12:49PM   We must mend our love-hate 
relationship with Gypsies         You what? 
* 
DavidAltheer   5 February 2011 12:49PM     @  Sajetan, I'm sorry 
to confuse you, and possibly others, with Gypsies/ 
Romanies/Travellers. The first 2 are interchangeable as a reference 
to people who claim Romany descent. By Travellers I mean Irish 
Travellers, who are usually known in Eire simply as Travellers 
(and, re Busch's note, it can be argued that Ireland has driven to the 
UK the people it has regarded as a problem). The name discussion 
is absurdly complex. There are, eg, people of Roma descent who 
insist on being called Egyptians, even though the Gypsies 
historically have little connection with Egypt. There are Gypsy 
patrons in Britain who want all Travelling people (ie, those who do 
not necessarily travel) to be called Roma. And to think I set out to 
make this un-confusing. 
* 
PunishmentOfLuxury   5 February 2011 12:51PM    It's 
depressing but I think the Tory Trolls are recruiting their ground 
troops to this thread, I doubt the unanimity of views expressed 
here reflect genuine CIF opinion.    No. You can tell organised 
subversion of a thread and one of the signs is a flurry of posts 
contrary to the general trend of the thread and all saying the same 
thing but worded slightly differently and with user names which 
have not usually appeared before. Good examples are the thread 
which discussed the Arizona shootings a couple of weeks back and 
any thread appearing after Israel has committed another outrage.  
Most user names here are fairly familiar and the posts, although 
generally anti-traveller are all very different in theme and tone. I'm 
afraid it's an example of rather muddled thinking to assume that 

 



 

because most people disagree with you, there must be some kind of 
conspiracy. You caught yourself out a bit by using the phrase 
"unanimity of views": it's easy to arrange a lot of posts supporting 
a given point of view, but pretty much impossible to exclude 
anything one doesn't like! 
* 
DavidAltheer   5 February 2011 1:00PM   "modern Travellers 
look just like the rest of us, and speak with discernible accents 
often Irish." 
True. And thanks to My Big Fat Gypsy Wedding, and other TV 
shows, a Gypsy without an Irish accent may now be seen as a 
phoney.  One way and another this discussion has demonstrated 
that the gap of misunderstanding is huge. So long as film producers 
look for the colourful and exotic rather than the reality, I'm not 
optimistic that the gap will be bridged. 
* 
argo101   5 February 2011 1:03PM  A Gypsy/ traveller doesn't 
necessarily do anything other than live a non sedentary lifestyle.  
Your understanding of the problem ranges all the way from A to B. 
* 
DavidAltheer  5 February 2011 1:23PM   @  MrsNesbit, When 
this webchat ends I am going to a local Romany (ie, Gypsy) site:   
a friend phoned earlier to say his college-student daughter had 
"some issues" with my article (groan... I'm getting it from all 
sides). I'll have no problem entering the site, bcs mine visit will 
obviously be by a known visitor.  
 
@ Dear flatpackhamster, disliking people who take advantage is a 
reasonable prejudice, it's part of how society - sorry, that 
troublesome word again, but you know what I mean - works. For 
example, like many of us, I am prejudiced against the multibillion-
dollar advantage-takers in the City. Who would not dislike anyone, 
Gypsy or otherwise, taking advantage of others?  incidentally, to 
avoid any confusion, I use the City example above in relation to 
disliking dishonest behaviour. I am not a "whatabouter" (useful 

 



 

term - thanks, Keo2008): one crime does not excuse another. 
* 
Chummie 5 February 2011 1:29PM    @ octopus8 "Friends of 
mine who were travellers had to settle down. They were forced off 
the road by Thatcher and Michael Howard"             
 I knew all along it had to be Maggie’s fault.. 
* 
ragworm  5 February 2011 1:32PM 
@JimmyFox.......But the planning system is skewed against all 
citizens, as far as building or living on green belt land is 
concerned. This is multiplied manyfold should I and 
family/friends wish to occupy a site big enough for 10 or 20 
dwellings.  When most citizens apply for planning consent, their 
applications are not accompanied by co-ordinated local campaigns 
supported by adverse publicity in local and national press, 
designed to pressure planners and committee members who 
themselves tend to have negative, sometimes overtly racist views 
about gypsy applications in the first place. Then, there's the process 
itself - it's designed to be democratic and reflect the views of the 
local who community who tend to be strongly oposed to gypsy 
applications anyway. 
 
Look, you're being very naive - very few ordinary people can deal 
with the intricacies of planning law, we have to use an architect 
or other planning consultant. This route is also open to travellers.   
For most people, filling in planning forms is quite straightforward. 
Understanding the Planning Department's responses and requests 
for information is also quite straightforward. But when you're 
illiterate and receiving notices for eviction which you don't 
understand, it really is quite bewildering. Furthermore, it's quite 
difficult to find architects and planners who will work with 
gypsies, given all the negative publicity that results. 
 
I don't like some of the decisions of the last and this government 
but it doesn't give me the right to drop out.   Fine, except we're 

 



 

talking about a planning process which conspires fundamentally to 
deny gypsies their right to exist. 
 
There is a remedy for travellers, they can buy a site with existing 
planning consent 
...and who did you say was being naive? 
* 
EKHornbeck   5 February 2011 1:33PM   Hi DavidAltheer :)    
So, to clarify the confusing naming issue:    The umbrella term for 
all those groups who claim Romany descent is Romany, but there 
are several subsets within that. One such subset is Roma, who are 
Romany people who are/were concentrated in Eastern Europe.  
Irish Travellers live a nomadic lifestyle but are not of Romany 
descent.  But, confusingly, not all Roma are nomadic, from what I 
understand? The group discussed in this article identify themselves 
as Roma, but do not seem to be nomadic:        
http://www.billybriggs.co.uk/pursued-by-prejudice.html 
* 
octopus8 5 February 2011 1:35PM   The planning system - 
originally set up in 1947 - did not allow for Gypsies as at the time 
there were plentiful sites for them. But those sites have been 
closed, or have just disappeared. Of the disappeared, unused land 
at road junctions were a common site - but now the junctions have 
been upgraded and the scrap land is part of the junction.  And the 
planning system set up in 1947 has been subverted by the middle 
class who moved into the countryside on the back of cheap 
motoring. Greenbelts were not set up to keep the countryside pretty 
for people living in the greenbelts. They were set up in a time of 
Utopian socialism (1947) to serve the urban working population 
who would leave the dirty towns on a Sunday and go by bus or 
peddle-bike and refresh themselves with a walk and a pint in a 
local pub. Now the working class fly over them off to Miami.  In 
1947 most people who worked in the countryside (ten times as 
many as now) probably didn't give a sh*t about "eyesores".  The 
CPRE was an urban organisation upset, originally, by the new 

 



 

semi-detached houses alongside the arterial roads leading out of 
the cities - and which they motored past. ("Motoring" was the word 
in those days, not "driving".)    The question is "what's the 
countryside for?" In my mind it should be for two populations - 
farmers and Gypsies. And in my experience*, farmers are much 
less worried about Gypsies and travellers than those from the 
towns who seek a pleasant rural life.   I have been the focus of an 
anti-traveller campaign. I know what I am talking about here. 
* 
ragworm 5 February 2011 1:37PM 
@Outsidethebox.........what actual proof is there that the DNA of 
a travelling (or often non-travelling) group of caravan dwellers is 
different from that of anyone else? 
....you could ask the same about a group of local Jewish people 
applying for permission for a synagogue. Would you like their 
DNA tested? 
* 
softMick  5 February 2011 1:38PM 
I really have no opinion on gypsies, having never had any dealings 
with them, and I would certainly not want to base any opinion I 
might have on a channel 4 programme, or the prejudices of others.  
However, now that Dave says 'multiculturalism' is dead in the 
water, and people living in the UK should kowtow with an 
indigenous national identity, looks like gypsies, as well as any 
other minorities, are going to be facing a triumphant BNP/EDL, 
who will see Dave's latest far right statement as official vindication 
of their vile racist, xenophobic, and Islamaphobic, policies.  
Testing times ahead for many people I would think. 
* 
alcofibras 5 February 2011 1:38PM 
Hmmm; once again the facts of geography seem to be being 
ignored here. England (less so the rest of the British Isles) is one of 
the most densely populated countries on the planet, so the sort of 
nomadism and squatting practiced by gypsies & travelers, where 
they involve taking possession of a piece of land and building on it 

 



 

without reference to the planning system (except ex post facto) is 
bound to be very difficult to accommodate.  This is further 
exacerbated by a system of land ownership and tenure that is 
governed by Tory ideologies of speculation & profit that governs 
access to space through wealth and class. When an underclass 
lands cheek by jowl with middle England of course it creates all 
sorts of conflicts. Not that any of this is to deny the veracity of the 
experiences documented in most of the comments on this thread. 
*octopus8 5 February 2011 1:41PM 
I wonder how many people posting here have actually ever met a 
Gypsy or a traveller. 
* 
JamesStGeorge    5 February 2011 1:44PM     local people have 
been making it clear for months that they'd like the Travellers to 
move off a parcel of greenbelt land they are trying to build on – 
and never come back.    What is wrong in that?  Green belt is 
supposed to be protected from building, by anyone!  Why would 
we have to pander to this or any other group that want to despoil 
that? Robin Page, your quote is correct. My local farmer has one 
gypsy family living long term in a wide bit of hedge, not in the 
way of his cropping the field, he tolerates them, knows them, they 
are clean, no trouble etc. Yet when warnings go round, he has to 
block off access to his fields from the troublesome type who would 
steal the use of other people's land and leave a cess pit of garbage 
behind.  These days no one 'celebrates' gypsies. Ones that behave 
properly are tolerated, just. Many now are just immigrants run out 
of Ireland I understand, they should be returned, not handed 
everything they fancy taking here. Then we may be able to be more 
tolerant of our own 'travellers'. When they want to live in a house 
they can buy or rent like anyone else, not build their own ghetto on 
any place they fancy. 
* 
KettsOak   5 February 2011 1:45PM    I'm not sure you are going 
to win much support using the above as an example of racism.  
There are plenty of Travellers involved in the Green movement 

 



 

who'd be opposed to building on the green belt. In fact if you cast 
your mind back to the 90's you'll remember many of the Travellers 
were out in force trying to stop the road being built by Winchester 
etc.  I don't think anyone should be allowed to build on the green 
belt, be they Barrett homes or a group of Travellers. 
* 
Sajetan   5 February 2011 1:48PM   @ DavidAltheer  
Gypsies/Romanies/Travellers. The first 2 are interchangeable as a 
reference to people who claim Romany descent.  Sometimes 
they're used synonymously, sometimes not. The problem is that if 
you mix all these terms we end up in confusion. Where I live 
Romanies are not even nomadic, because they were 'settled' by 
state force in the 1950s. 
* 
octopus8   5 February 2011 1:51PM     @ JimmyFox   There is a 
remedy for travellers, they can buy a site with existing planning 
consent        Get a life! 
* 
HypatiaLee    5 February 2011 1:52PM    Even Victoria had the 
right idea.  "I must say that through what I have seen of their 
characters they are a superior set of gypsies, full of respect, quiet, 
discerning”  In other words, not scaming, stroke pulling, tax 
dodging thieving criminals. Contrast that with the loathing of 
Gypsies at Meriden in Warwickshire, a village often said to be at 
the geographical heart of middle England. Attitudes fit neatly with 
the middle England concept: local people have been making it 
clear for months that they'd like the Travellers to move off a parcel 
of greenbelt land they are trying to build on – and never come 
back.  Not the quiet and respectful ones then    Do you think the 
people watching the show are sympathetic for the Traveller 
lifestyle or just laughing at them. 

?!!octopus8    5 February 2011 2:00PM 
A couple of years back I came across a Gypsy site eviction outside 

 



 

Gloucester.  Fifty police. Fifty bailiffs. Ten riot wagons. Wailing 
grannies. Crying children. Quiet but angry men. I stopped but the 
police moved me on.  It reminded me of old photographs of the 
Jews being taken out of the Ghetto in Warsaw. 
* 
alcofibras 5 February 2011 2:00PM  So, maybe travellers should 
devote a little more time to improving their literacy, then? What 
makes you think that the planning system is easy to navigate for 
the majority of the population? Most of them don't really get so 
bitten by it though, because they live in houses, and on streets 
already planned.  I would love to be able to just buy up a piece of 
land and build whatever I like on it, but I recognise that it's 
completely unsustainable for all > 50 million of us who live in 
England to do anything like that, so I'm forced to accept the houses 
that already exist (for the time being, whilst I'm busy with other 
things, at least).  Land and especially underexploited land, is a very 
scarce resource in this country, and we need to not squander it by 
allowing people to take it from us for their own private ends and 
building whatever they like (seemingly inspired by the american 
sprawl). 
* 
softMick    5 February 2011 2:02PM  @SoberReflection    Our 
attitude will - and should - only change when their behavious 
changes.   Ah, how wise, you continue to be bigoted and prejudice 
towards gypsies until they change behaviours that you accuse them 
of displaying. But even if they do change their behaviour, or argue 
that they don't display such behaviour at all, you will still be 
bigoted and prejudiced, because you don't like them.  And this 
comment has over 70 recommends, and counting.  So, anyway, 
who gets to tell you that attitudes will - and should - only change 
when your bigoted and prejudiced behaviour changes. Because, 
you know what, I don't like that either. 
* 
torieboy 5 February 2011 2:02PM   wonder how many people 
posting here have actually ever met a Gypsy or a traveller    i have 

 



 

,when i was a teenager i got friends with some English romany 
boys, i was invited into their caravan that was spotlessly clean and 
i was made welcome.  i can tell you they dislike the Irish travellers, 
and that's putting it mild. 
* 
Benulek  5 February 2011 2:02PM   Another Guardian 'we'. 
Whatever your attitude to gypsies is, would you mind not 
projecting it on everyone else? 
* 
outsidethebox  5 February 2011 2:04PM    I wonder if David 
Altheer and some like-minded Guardian readers and columnists 
could set up a website detailing spare bits of land, which they own, 
(large garden perhaps) in and around the villages and towns where 
they live and suggest Travellers would be welcome to come and set 
up camp there.   Where is it you live David? 
* 
DavidAltheer   5 February 2011 2:05PM   The "What's the 
countryside for?" post by octopus8 makes points that have not 
previously occurred to me. Valuable.   @  ragworm Your DNA-test 
point: quite so.  Green belt is supposed to be protected from 
building, by anyone!  I agree (although my view, apart from its 
relevance to this discussion, is not important). I quoted Robin 
Page, who knows the countryside, because he and his editors saw 
no oddness in his evocation of a real Gypsy and a fake one. 
Obviously, I was dismayed by the language that he thought 
appropriate for a newspaper column - but that's another matter. 
* 
gorillainexile 5 February 2011 2:06PM 
Is there any option_ the World has mingled Dramatically. You can 
impossibly like or accept everyone. nor spit on them. I suppouse 
mutual respect is the key. 
* 
octopus8  5 February 2011 2:08PM     "Gypsies should all settle 
down".   Here round me, in deeply rural Devon, a rural house (two 
beds, two acres) sells at £275,000 or more. So can only be bought 

 



 

by someone with an assured annual income of £75,000 or so. Or a 
banker. 
* 
MiriamWakerly    5 February 2011 2:09PM 
I have read all these comments with interest. No real surprises. Not 
a Gypsy or Traveller myself, I began researching their history, 
culture and current problems around 10 years ago and wrote two 
modern novels Gypsies Stop Here and No Gypsies Served. In 
these, I have tried to show both 'sides' but still find I am learning 
something new all the time. It is a huge and complex subject.  On 
the whole, with visiting many sites and attending G&T Forum 
meetings I have much sympathy for those who do struggle to win 
acceptance in wider society.  Proven criminal behaviour cannot be 
condoned, of course, but I would urge people not to prejudge and 
to get things in proportion. I have yet to find any statistical proof 
that crime rates increase with the presence of Gypsies. For the vast 
majority their overriding concern is to have some place to live. I 
understand that the entire UK population of the Travelling 
community could in fact be accommodated in trailers on one 
square mile. Clearly spread around the nation in small groups, this 
would not amount to much. Once provided with the modest 
facilities they require, on the whole, they keep their homes and 
pitches immaculately.  There are many positive aspects to their 
culture - and please do not give too much credence to the Channel 
4 programme which seems to do little else but mock and enourage 
others to do so.   Please Google me for my blog and website if you 
are interested. 
* 
octopus8 5 February 2011 2:15PM    @ DavidAltheer (And 
others)   There is an interesting website run by The Land Is Ours 
(TLIO) and Chapter 7.  Chapter 7 refers to a UN document about 
the right of access to land and a land based livelihood.  I can't get 
the CiF link to work - so try one of these, or cut and paste.   
http://www.tlio.org.uk/chapter7/ 
* 

 



 

torieboy    5 February 2011 2:16PM    dont be so naive, how much 
do you think them wedding dresses cost?  them lovely cars they 
drive, as i said before many of them own houses in Ireland.  and 
they haven't got to buy a house with 2 acres have they . 
* 
DavidAltheer  5 February 2011 2:17PM   Have they ever thought 
about moving into houses and flats..? ...the prejudice against 
gyspsies would be gone inside a generation.   It would in the sense 
that the people would be less conspicuous as Gypsies. The 
widespread prejudices would probably continue, as they have with 
other ethnic groups that have moved in among us, often despite 
their adopting our ways and British names. 
* 
markstewart1986     5 February 2011 2:18PM   @argo101  A 
Gypsy/ traveller doesn't necessarily do anything other than live a 
non sedentary lifestyle. Your understanding of the problem 
ranges all the way from A to B.   What? I was simply pointing out 
that it was ridiculous that a previous comment equated the 
perceived anti-social behaviour of gypsies/travellers to that of the 
antisocial behaviour displayed by murderers, pedophiles and 
terrorists. Is this something you disagree with or would you 
perhaps like to elaborate on your point? 
* 
octopus8 5 February 2011 2:19PM    And some of us who have 
been part of the travelling community, or close to it, read the 
Guardian. 
* 
Shyamini  5 February 2011 2:20PM   Is it the not so covert 
intention of this article to instigate a greater dislike of 
travellers and co?   If it isn't, it does quite a convincing 
impression nonetheless. No one can rightly claim that travellers 
are nothing but community nuisance, neither they can't say 
that some aren't precisely that.  People should not be bullied into 
feeling like a fascist for expressing an opinion which is out of step 
with the view that's fundamentally unwilling to accept that much 

 



 

of the criticism directed towards travellers is reasonable and often 
reflects reality. Because they're a minority they have to be 
defended, and how they actually behave towards the sedentary 
community is set aside. That's hardly fair, if that approach is taken, 
those who write articles like these should keep them to themselves. 
There is no point in anyone reading them if they expect even a 
vaguely balanced opinion. If the numerous accounts given from 
people who've been on the receiving end of criminal offences and 
general anti social behaviour, is disregarded, and written off as a 
kind of racism. It seems that anyone who ever romanticised them 
tends to stop when they encounter them 
 
What's to romanticise in people who pay very little into society? 
Frequently circumvent or just ignore various laws, steals and 
prevents their kids from receiving a proper education. How does 
this continue? This isn't nineteenth century Eastern Europe. The 
majority of these people aren't Roma and their lives aren't under 
threat from the state. (It may be just me and my PERSONAL 
experience in San Francisco but when I get tickets I can’t afford to 
pay, get denied the same public benefits as other people, suffer 
police raids in the middle of the night, have to look at signs on the 
street that specifically point out my group for fines/arrest, be 
lectured in front of my children by the police about my disgusting 
lifestyle, and even worse have our home of a decade & all its 
contents seized and destroyed…yeah I feel like my life is “under 
threat from the State“ ) Even if they are Roma, no one has to 
accept what they do on the strength of it. No one can deny with 
justification that travellers, including those which do very little 
travelling, haven't gone some way in contributing to the 
popular reputation they have. 
* 
HypatiaLee   5 February 2011 2:21PM 
This comment was removed by a moderator because it didn't abide 
by our community standards. 
* 

 



 

HMtheBrenda     5 February 2011 2:21PM   Society loves Gypsies 
for their romance 
Where the hell did you get that from? Are you on a particularly 
strong cider? 
* 
angelinterceptor    5 February 2011 2:37PM  Society loves 
Gypsies for their romance but loathes them if they come closer.     
No and no on both absurd generalisations.    NEXT! 
* 
HeardInLondon    5 February 2011 2:38PM     @Spyhard   How 
delightful you cite your point by claiming the traveling community 
should behave like "normal people". I am sorry to tell you that if 
we were all alike and did nothing but breed with people our 
prejudices decided were "normal", we'd end up with a country full 
of Royals. Perish the thought. Here's to diversity and freedom. 
Have a lovely weekend. 
* 
angelinterceptor 5 February 2011 2:39PM   Why get het up about 
people who live off society rather than in it? 
* 
DavidAltheer   5 February 2011 2:45PM   Except, EKHornbeck, 
that the group discussed in this article identify themselves as 
Romany or Gypsy or Traveller, & are not all nomadic. As if to 
engender more confusion, however, the Gypsy patrons I mentioned 
earlier encoruage the term Roma as a catch-all, and some Gypsies 
fall for that. It doesn't help anybody, does it?  Benulek, I dislike 
using the presumptuous "'we". It's one of those journalistic 
dilemmas that I, at least, have not solved.   In Hackney, where I 
live, uproar has erupted whenever the council has offered places to 
(Irish) Travellers. 
* 
Compendium47   5 February 2011 2:59PM   Law abiding council 
tax payers pay a fortune for local Authority Services. Gypsies, who 
have the habit of setting-up illegal encampments on land they don't 
own....don't pay for local authority services. Communities who live 

 



 

close to where Gypsies settle soon become concerned about their 
activities, such as noise and the build-up of rubbish in the area and 
what gives gypsies a bad name. Travellers, for fear of losing their 
culture, don't encourage their children to mix with other ethnic 
group's, which makes it difficult for the state and PC brigade to 
control their lives.   And makes their concerns similiar to those of 
`working people` who are by the PC brigrade called `racist` when 
they try to voice their concerns over their communities becoming 
fractured by ethic rivalries... and what makes you proud to be 
British. 
* 
DavidAltheer   5 February 2011 3:08PM  KettsOak I've yet to see 
Travellers trying to stop a road being built, near Winchester or 
anywhere. I know, you're referring to new age travellers, or New 
Travellers as some people term them, but your comment conjures 
up an image of eco-campaigning Gypsies. I think generally we 
have to leave such things to courageous youngsters and the 
formidable middle class. 
* 
EKHornbeck     5 February 2011 3:12PM 
Except, EKHornbeck, that the group discussed in this article 
identify themselves as Romany or Gypsy or Traveller, & are not 
all nomadic. As if to engender more confusion, however, the 
Gypsy patrons I mentioned earlier encourage the term Roma as a 
catch-all, and some Gypsies fall for that. It doesn't help anybody, 
does it?  It is massively confusing. Especially when, as you say, 
the term 'Roma' is being encouraged by those who are not even 
part of the group. It also seems to add confusion because people 
then assume that all Romanian economic migrants who beg on the 
streets & sell the big issue are Roma, whereas only some might be 
Roma asylum seekers trying to escape persecution in Romania.  
Thanks for the initial clarification on the terminology, by the way. I 
used traveller/gypsy/roma in my original comment because I had 
no idea which term was correct. 
* 

 



 

engineman   5 February 2011 3:13PM    Its sounds quite 
romantic to lead a life on the move, travelling from place to 
place with no strings attaching you to any where. But the 
reality is the exact opposite. As the population increases 
everywhere, land becomes a valuable commodity with people 
paying very high prices. This leads them to try and protect their 
'plot' at the expensive of all others. I have no problems with 
anyones chosen lifestyle, as long as they except and obey the 
morals and laws of the land. Trying to live outside the country's 
laws is wrong, this is one of the most serious problems that the UK 
faces today. 
* 
LabanTall  5 February 2011 3:30PM 
It's quite instructive to compare British local authorities with their 
American counterparts. 
 
from Bedfordshire council's enthralling document "Dealing with 
Racist Representations on Gypsies and Travellers":   Not only is it 
fair and morally responsible to treat racist representations 
seriously: it is also a legal requirement. Romany Gypsies and Irish 
Travellers are recognised in law as a distinct ethnic group. The 
Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985 requires any 
material which is defamatory or likely to incite racial hatred or 
contempt, and information the disclosure of which is prohibited by 
law, to be marked 'confidential' and not disclosed to the public.  
Anyone who, either in writing or verbally, objects on racist 
grounds to a planning proposal is potentially contravening one of 
these Acts, by applying pressure to discriminate. 
 
How do you define a racist representation? In general terms, a 
racist representation is one which includes words, phrases or 
comments which are likely: • to be offensive to a particular racial 
or ethnic group • to be racially abusive, insulting or threatening • 
to apply pressure to discriminate on racial grounds • to stir up 
racial hatred or contempt The context in which such words, 

 



 

phrases or comments are used must be considered carefully, in 
order to ascertain their true meaning and effect. 
 
EXAMPLES OF RACIST REPRESENTATIONS (S31 of 1976 ACT) 
[applying pressure to discriminate] • I object to the proposed 
Gypsy & Travellers site because these undesirable people will 
damage my neighbourhood with their littering and crime will 
increase. • If it is approved the number of gypsies in the area will 
make house prices fall. Put them somewhere away from the normal 
community. • The council should be more responsible and look 
after respectable peoples interests. 
 
And we see the policy in action - here in Devon : 
‘Mr Lee's objection stated that problems were caused by the 
number of families using another permanent site for vehicle 
wrecking. Mr Lee also highlighted that the police were called to 
the site a number of times and livestock was regularly let loose on 
his land. The authority replied: "I have to tell you that if the 
council receives any more racist representations from you, this 
matter will be referred to the Commission for Racial Equality or 
the police for investigation." 
 
And in Bedfordshire : 
‘When residents were asked to provide feedback on council plans 
to build traveller camps on their doorstep they dutifully responded. 
More than 3,000 homeowners filled in forms outlining their views, 
many raising concerns over a possible increase in noise, traffic, 
rubbish and a detrimental effect on property prices. However, such 
objections were not appreciated by Mid-Bedfordshire District 
Council, which partially or fully rejected nearly nine in ten of the 
replies for including comments 'of a racist nature'. 
 
Meanwhile, across the pond, at the Official Portal for the State of 
Georgia, Governor's Office for Consumer affairs : 
 

 



 

   Irish Travelers Perpetuate a Tradition of Fraud 
Around the time that schools let out, individuals known as Irish 
Travelers load up their pick-up trucks and take their show on the 
road. Sadly, their business is not a very entertaining one and can 
cost you way more than a ticket to the Big Top. These descendants 
of Irish immigrants live in nomadic clans and make their living by 
perpetrating home improvement fraud and selling substandard 
machinery at huge mark-ups. While there are several communities 
of Irish travelers throughout the South, the largest is an enclave 
located just outside North Augusta, South Carolina. With the 
exception of their “marks”, Travelers have little contact with 
outsiders. Generally, in the spring, they spread out throughout the 
eastern seaboard and beyond. Travelers go door-to-door, often 
targeting the elderly. They usually drive unmarked pick-up trucks 
with out-of-state plates, often from South Carolina. They are 
pavers, roofers, painters, repairmen who just happen to have left-
over materials from a previous job, allowing them to offer huge 
discounts, but only if you act now. You will rarely receive a written 
contract from them, and if you do, the contact information will 
have only a toll-free number and a post office box, making it 
impossible to track down the conman when the homeowner 
discovers the inferior quality of the workmanship and materials. 
* 
DavidAltheer     5 February 2011 3:32PM    HypatiaLee, I agree 
with your rhetorical point: viewers of Big Fat Gypsy are laughing 
at Travs. I have to add that I base that on no surveys on audience 
reaction; it's just my/our opinion. Don't get me wrong: producers 
are free to make whatever progs they want, people to participate - 
and viewers to pass judgement. 
* 
LabanTall    5 February 2011 3:35PM   The Georgia link is here. 
The Septics seem to call a spade a bloody shovel. 
* 
neutronstar    5 February 2011 3:39PM 

 



 

I live in a village that has a large traveller site (I'm saying 
'travellers' cos I have no idea whether they are Gypsies, Roma, 
itinerant Britons, Irish people, Martians or anything else). The 
camp is right next to my children's school. In the five years I've 
lived here, I've never seen a single piece of bad behaviour from 
any of the travellers. I have, however, seen relentless prejudice and 
spittle-flecked idiocy from the 'community' here, which blames the 
travellers for every piece of petty crime within a five-mile radius 
on the basis of NO EVIDENCE WHATSOEVER.  And I'd be 
interested to see some of their spittle-flecked compadres on this 
thread address the entirely reasonable points made up-thread about 
the (corrupt, in my experience) local authority planning processes 
that leave travellers with little choice than to pitch without 
planning permission. 
* 
DavidAltheer   5 February 2011 3:40PM  I'm reluctant - well, 
slightly - to plug my website, but my wee ramble on the site 
through the Romanolog might be useful, EKHornbeck. Go to the 
rather neglected Romany section at http://tinyurl.com/64w7bgs  
and scroll down. To those who posed the question, incidentally, I 
am not on the cider. I'm on the vinho verde. 
* 
DavidAltheer   5 February 2011 3:50PM   I've seen residents 
objecting fiercely to proposed Trav sites, then years later virtually 
forgetting that they are there. And yes, I can give an example: the 
Gypsy camp at Bean, nr Dartford, Kent. Occasionally, I ask 
present-day residents the way to the site: though it be -200m away, 
they never know - and yes, I'm smart enough to discern whether 
they're trying to mislead. So thanks, neutronstar, for your report 
from rurality. I am not in any way dismissing the other rural 
reports: they should be read by every Gypsy patron & by every 
Gypsy activist. (Gypsies & ITs will already be well aware of all the 
arguments & differences.) 
* 
octopus8    5 February 2011 4:04PM  I wonder if David Altheer 

 

http://tinyurl.com/64w7bgs


 

and some like-minded Guardian readers and columnists could set 
up a website detailing spare bits of land, which they own, (large 
garden perhaps) in and around the villages and towns where they 
live and suggest Travellers would be welcome to come and set up 
camp there.  I have such land. And occasionally travellers stay 
there. 
* 
Shyamini    5 February 2011 4:08PM   @ MiriamWakerly  If you 
aren't surprised by the comments, doesn't that suggest to you that 
your experience may not be that representative of the experience 
most have. I have not been into the trailer of any travellers, but I 
have seen a number of their sites, and to claim that these are kept 
'immaculately', is cobblers. Most fell far short of this.  Their needs 
might be modest, but who pays for them? Well, not the travellers, 
if you refer to land and facilities being provided. Why should the 
settled community have to have their money used to finance the 
lives of people who have chosen to disassociate themselves from 
much of it? Travellers do not appear to be short of money, judging 
from the trailers and vehicles they own.   It would surprise me if 
other a very small percentage of people have made a 
commitment to loathe Gypsies or travellers irrespective of their 
behaviour. I would suggest that any dislike of them in this country 
is based almost entirely on what they do. Who, after all, has warm 
feelings towards someone who ponces off them, steals their 
property, turns areas of land into shit holes before buggering off to 
do the same somewhere else.? All under the guise of being a 
specific group with a different culture, etc. That's useful when you 
persistently want to take the piss and avoid responsibility for your 
actions. 
* 
Outsidethebox     5 February 2011 4:18PM   So David you live in 
Hackney, not much chance of having a field that is up for sale at 
the end of your road being purchased by Travellers.   However, I 
see your point about the fuss raised by local residents against 
funding for Irish Travellers. Having just Googled Hackney I have 

 



 

been able to view the destination of grants handed out to truly 
diverse groups and populations, but no grants for the Irish. If 
anyone wants the details I suggest you look up’ Hackney‘.  
Hackney is adjudged probably the worst run and corrupt council in 
the UK, it wrote off £10M in council housing rent arrears in 2008 
and is a regular in Private Eye’s Rotten Borough.   Now if I were a 
journalist David, with a storey like this on my doorstep, I know 
where my investigative nose, anger and pen would be.  I think it is 
a slight exaggeration to claim on your Blogg David that you are 
being murdered alive and everyone hates Gypsies.  One of my 
favourite characters in either The Rover or Wizard was Ishmail the 
Gypsy centre forward whose great goal-scoring feats saw the team 
he suddenly turned up and played for get to the top of Division 
One (that’s the like the Premier these days for younger viewers) 
* 
octopus8 5  February 2011 4:19PM   @KettsOak  I don't think 
anyone should be allowed to build on the green belt, be they 
Barrett homes or a group of Travellers.    I do. Travellers and 
Gypsies are part of the traditional countryside. The overwhelming 
majority of rural residents these days have nothing to do with the 
countryside - and I am one such rural resident who does not work 
in the countryside. For me (penniless retiree), and virtually all 
other rural dwelling people - let's say the Lords and Ladies in vast 
country estates - live there by choice. 
* 
DavidAltheer   5 February 2011 4:29PM     Having been fiercely 
criticised for being pro-Gypsy, I am now accused of being anti-
Gypsy. Covertly. Or of being such a careless writer as to give that 
impression. OK, I should, and shall, listen - and think about that.  
I'd point out only that I agree with you that "people should not be 
bullied into feeling like a fascist for expressing an opinion which 
is out of step". I've emphasised that I have great respect for the 
contributions I have seen today. It's just that I am hugely saddened 
that some of you feel able to speak publicly about any ethnic group 
in the way you surely would not of any other group, eg, that 

 



 

Travellers "ignore various laws" and "steal".  But, Shyamini, aren't 
you supporting my point when you say "The majority of these 
people aren't Roma" - as though it would be different if they 
were?  Such a lot of misunderstanding, so much work to do.     
(exactly) 
* 
octopus8   5 February 2011 4:33PM 
On the Gypsies and rubbish thing.  Councils do not provide a 
refuse service for Gypsies and travellers. And seeing they are often 
evicted by force, there really is not much time, or inclination, to 
tidy up the site.  However...due to the serious snow and that my 
council is moving to fortnightly collections and got it wrong, six 
weeks of rubbish collected by the bin store where I and my 
neighbours live. It was vast. (Being a greenie, I only had one bin-
full). I have taken a photograph to show how the rubbish for three 
households builds up. And next time my MP tries to get rid of 
travellers and Gypsies, citing rubbish, I will send the photos to the 
press.  Further, most rubbish left at sites is stuff that has been 
abandoned elsewhere, and picked up. Travellers, if not Gypsies, 
are ace recyclers. What you see is just that the individually dumped 
stuff (by upstanding settled people) has just been concentrated. 
* 
octopus8  5 February 2011 4:38PM   It was probably Gypsies 
from the Hughes clan near Yeovil that nicked my chainsaw.     
But it was a more acceptable villain who poisoned all the buzzards 
and badgers on land I own. Namely the gamekeeper from the shoot 
next door. And none of the landowners around, who rented land to 
the shoot, and go two days free shooting at the end of the season, 
cared a fuck. 
* 
Outsidethebox    5 February 2011 4:39PM   @Octopus8   In 
response to my suggestion   ''I have such land. And occasionally 
travellers stay there''.   Good for you, but you haven't given the 
exact location so more Travellers can take advantage of your 
generosity. 

 



 

* 
argo101     5 February 2011 4:43PM  Why get het up about people 
who live off society rather than in it?      because they bring out 
the nimby in me and I hate it. 
* 
octopus8  5 February 2011   @Outsidethebox   Good for you, but 
you haven't given the exact location so more Travellers can take 
advantage of your generosity. "Word gets around". And that means 
it doesn't get around to the people who would cause me or the 
travellers problems. Like (some) neighbours and the council. And 
even some of the people who are posting here. 
* 
DavidAltheer  5 February 2011 4:57PM   I felt I was being given a 
hard time, justifably, & the webchat was live, so I mentioned 
somewhere that I was being murdered alive bcs the contradiction 
amused me.  Yes, outsidethebox, there is little chance of Travellers' 
buying a field near my home in Hackney. In my former life I lived 
near several privately owned Romanichal complexes & council 
sites were not far away. In some of them, not all, lived good 
friends.  As for Hackney being adjudged "probably the worst run 
and corrupt council", that's a bit out of date. Don't get me wrong - I 
spend much of my working life in conflict with the town hall, or at 
least, its press office - but the borough has no featured in Private 
Eye for months.  I'd forgotten/never known about Ishmail the 
Gypsy. How have I missed this illustrious star of the first division? 
I must surf up some info. I was an Eagle fan. 
*climatecaz 5 February 2011 4:58PM 
Im not sure too many gypsies will read this but, i say live and let 
live. Just clean up once youv'e gone from site. They been around a 
long time. They do a valid job taking away old cookers or junk 
metal. They have to be tough thats part of their heritage ..Theres 
good and bad in any cultures. 
* 
DavidAltheer   5 February 2011 5:09PM   Eloquently stated, 
climatecaz. This discussion has wandered a way from my article & 

 



 

you have put some good points. 
* 
maraq   5 February 2011 5:26PM    Could English chavs from 
Chatam go over to France and set up caravan pitches, swamp 
hospitals and with their broods, drive untaxed British reg, operate 
cash in hand "drive laying" for middle class french idiots and deal 
in scrap metal....then would Catherine Denuerve hold rallies 
defending the" English travellers" rights?  No, only England is 
stupid enough to entertain Limerick's chavs...  Real English 
Romanies (and these are nearly all outmarried and live in houses) 
DESPISE these Irish imposters and their piss taking... 
* 
ragworm   5 February 2011 5:27PM 
@alcofibras.......you and someone else suggested I'm fairly clueless 
about the planning process - well, you may be right! Except I've 
been an architect for 25 years and submitted more applications 
than I could ever remember. I'm quite interested in this issue 
because a gypsy came to me and asked for help with an 
application. It's not the kind of thing I'd normally do, not least 
because lots of potential clients would be offended! But I offered 
to make a few phone calls on his behalf. The first one went like 
this: 
 
Me : 'Can I speak to the officer who deals with gypsy and traveller 
related matters?' 
Local authority : 'The person you need to complain to is Mr.......' 
 
Which tells you all you need to know about how local authorities 
view applications from Gypsies and Travellers! But much of the 
antagonism would be reduced if local authorities took seriously 
their responsibilities to identify and give permission for 
appropriate sites. That is at the root of all this. If it was done 
countrywide, far fewer illegal sites would spring up and relations 
would be much improved. 
* 

 



 

HenryB   5 February 2011 5:48PM    I only ever seem to have 
come across the irish traveller type of gypsy. I had a business and 
dealt with some of them in the 80's. One lot were not very nice and 
would try and rip me off and nick anything if my back was turned, 
another lot were very nice and really threw their cash around, that 
was until they all got arrested for a massive benefit fraud. The two 
groups didn't get on at all well with each other either. 
* 
leftleast  5 February 2011 5:51PM       In the end few people 
would give a fig about gypsies as they did about New Age 
Travellers if they keep themselves to themselves.  When thieving 
is evidentially linked to the passage of gypsy communities through 
settled communities and piles of debris are left behind after these 
people have gone little wonder the reputation of gypsies are 
tarnished.  If such people were law abiding  and did not 
convenience others who really would care, the fact is a good 
number of these people do cause a nuisance and on those occasions 
our negative attitude is justified.  the solution is that they clear up 
their act...in every possible way then everyone (most fair minded 
people anyway) are happy...nes pa? 
* 
Shyamini     5 February 2011 6:06PM    @DavidAltheer   I don't 
think it matters what the origins of the nomadic people in Britain 
are, providing they are actually aware of what is and isn't legal, etc. 
I'm referring to those who've come here from other countries. Their 
ethnic status should not mean they can adhere, or expect to adhere 
primarily to their own rules, regardless of the impact it makes upon 
others. Anyone who believes that all travellers/Gypsies are 
inherently bad and behave in an unacceptable way, is clearly 
incorrect and guilty of unfair prejudice. I don't believe, however, 
that legitimate grievances should be considered similarly 
prejudicial. They should be listened to and thought through 
carefully; too many assumptions and generalisations are being 
made all round.  As I live in London I never have any contact with 
Gypsies, other than those who beg or sell the Big Issue. These 

 



 

people don't impinge on my life, and most are fine. But I don't 
come from London and I have had contact with those who are 
mostly, but not all Irish travellers, and over all the experience has 
not been a positive one. That's what I base my opinion on, and I 
believe that's reasonable. If others have had completely different 
experiences, not simply an impression arrived at out of something 
they'd prefer to believe, then I'll listen to them. I'm not desperate to 
mistrust and criminalise a whole group of people offhand, with no 
evidence to support that there is a basis for it. 
* 
DavidAltheer    5 February 2011 6:16PM 
Hey, I'm no snob outsidethebox. I didn't know The Eagle was 
expensive. On the other hand, when it was placed in my rooms, the 
price was never mentioned by the butler. 
 
"Real English Romanies (and these are nearly all outmarried 
and live in houses) DESPISE these Irish imposters and their piss 
taking..."  Maraq, I'd say your description of Irish Trav-Eng 
Romany dislike is correct. But again, this is a reference to those 
romantic beings, the real Gypsies. Real? Is Obama a real Afro-
American, the Queen a real Briton - sorry, German? Happens, 
incidentally, that young French people have been helping Roma 
who are among the asylum-seekers waiting near Lille to hop the 
Eurostar. I can't speak ill of Miss Deneuve: it's genetically 
impossible for some men. 
* 
DavidAltheer     5 February 2011 6:32PM     @ragwormThe 
conversation you quoted is shocking. That people can be so 
slandered - and so casually!    @Leftleast, there are many families, 
both Gypsy & Irish Traveller, that leave stopping-places clean.    
@Thanks, Shyamini. Time I broke off for dinner. Thanks 
everybody for making this forum highly enjoyable. I'll pop in 
later/tomorrow. 
* 
Shyamini  5 February 2011 @DavidAntheer  Enjoy your dinner, 

 



 

I'm doing the same v soon. 
* 
CrashBall    5 February 2011 6:46PM    Mine is a hate-hate 
relationship with them and that won't ever change while they insist 
on daily criminal behaviour. Yet another Guardian article about 
travellers/gypsies that makes you wonder has the author ever gone 
out into the real world and had the misfortune of encountering 
them or having them pitch up on your land.  Has this thread been 
hijacked by the provisional wing of the CLA by any chance? Not 
usually the case that so many landowners out themselves on CIF. 
Has someone posted this on some Tory virtual rag by any chance?  
And yes, I have gone out in the real world, and I count a number of 
gypsies of varying origin among my good friends; like all groups 
of people there are some good and bad, and glib generalisations 
about stereotypes are lazy and intentionally provocative.  Like fuck 
you do count some as friends. If you ever met any in real life you'd 
never take their side in anything let alone befriend them. Like I 
said, wait til they pitch up next door to you and you have 
everything stolen and relatives assaulted and all the other little joys 
that make up their "culture". 
* 
Silverwhistle  5 February 2011   David: Above all, I am distressed 
by the anti-education animus of some Romanichals - "truly 
heartbreaking", as Abismo comments.  I think this is a key issue, 
especially regarding the treatment of women. But a regular 
education is difficult with an itinerant lifestyle. Ultimately, the 
question has to be faced: is a pre-industrial itinerant lifestyle 
still viable in the modern world? Is it desirable when it leaves 
young people, especially girls, under-educated and with limited 
opportunities? These cultures must adapt or wither, because it is 
simply wrong to accept these deliberate limitations on children's 
lives and minds. 
 
Thanks for another witticism, "Even the local hedgehogs seemed 
OK".   According to my Dad, who, as a child during the '40s, used 

 



 

to play with the Tinker kids in the woods and share food with 
them, hedgehogs are delicious – baked in clay, which takes the 
spines off. 
* 
norgate     5 February 2011 7:10PM    Another day another article 
on gypsies (or whatever the current carefully calibrated term is) in 
CIF. Couldn't you save time and space by putting all your 
obsessions into one piece on how Rupert Murdoch is trying to 
close down gypsy libraries? 
* 
rufushound     5 February 2011   What really ticks me off is 
gypsies want all the support, all the benefits of a welfare state but 
aren't prepared to help pay for it, so they move from area to area 
dumping the crap they don't want along the way for the static 
population to clear up after them.  What really ticks me off about 
gypsies is that think that they have some god given right to turn up 
where they like and dump a load of tarmac on a green field site on 
a bank holiday Sunday and that they will be given automatically, 
retrospective planning permission and if you object are a bloody 
racist What's the definition of something that takes and never gives 
back??? 
* 
frozenchosen  5 February 2011 8:12PM 
Astonished that a column in a reputable newspaper (as the 
Guardian still is, I guess) in Britain would use the offensive term 
"Gypsy". Would you use the N-word to describe a black person, or 
a K-word to describe a Jew? (actually, I suspect many 
Guardianistas use the latter in private quite a bit).   Europe has 
made its choice: Three Cheers for Islamism, but Down With Roma. 
* 
Klough     5 February 2011 8:37PM    Elton John' neighbours don't 
like the idea of a gypsy camp being set up in their village.  I'm sure 
there are Guardian journalists who live near open spaces. Why 
don't they invite the gypsies to set up their camp next to where they 
live. They would gain an insight into gypsy life and could write 

 



 

long articles for the Guardian extolling the joys of having a gypsy 
camp next door. It would be a wonderful excercise in tolerance and 
diversity and would be an inspiration for us all. 
* 
Shyamini     5 February 2011 8:56PM   @ frozen chosen  
Apparently not all those to whom the term is frequently applied are 
offended by being described as Gypsies. Their official organisation 
is called the Gypsy Council, after all. They would change the name 
if they considered it to be pejorative. You are going well over the 
top placing it on a par with the words you mentioned. Even those 
who do object to the word are probably willing to accept that it 
isn't intended as an insult, the same can't be said of the other 
words. 
* 
Uncertainty    5 February 2011 9:16PM    This topic is great for 
identifying closet fascists! In addition, it identifies those who did 
not even know they were. Well done Graun... 
* 
MiriamWakerly    5 February 2011 10:13PM     I did a post on my 
blog http://bit.ly/eAYVyF on the different Gypsy/Traveller 
identies, if this might help. 
* 
octopus8    5 February 2011 10:54PM     @ nadel   ‘So, The 
Guardianistas now approve of illegal building on green field 
sites, tax evasion and the treatment of women as second class 
citizens. Oh sorry, only if the above are perpetrated by a self-
proclaimed persecuted minority?  Carry on.’      Lots of people 
build on green fields. They are called developers. 
* 
CrashBall   5 February 2011 11:17PM     @  Uncertainty   This 
topic is great for identifying closet fascists! In addition, it 
identifies those who did not even know they were. Well done 
Graun...    What an arrogant shit you are. Typical Guardianista 
thinking; anyone who disagrees with the party line or dares 
contradict the propoganda is clearly a fascist and thus an enemy. 

 



 

Oh the bloody irony... 
* 
octopus8     5 February 2011 11:27PM 
@  Ragworm  You are an architect. Happens I have been an 
architectural draughtsman and job runner in an architect's office. 
And that's when I got interested in the planning processes - and the 
thinking behind them. And that led on to my wondering about 
"what is the countryside for?". And when I got involved with 
travellers, I even more started to wonder "what the countryside was 
for?".    Answer. For people who are well off enough to buy a barn 
and convert it into a house. But not for real country people like 
agricultural labourers living in a caravan on the edge of a farm, 
gypsies and travellers. The countryside is not for peasants, these 
days. 
 
So recently I replied (much to the amusement of some of my 
neighbours, and the anger of others) to a retrospective planning 
application for a small scrapyard in deep countryside, supporting 
it. It was near land I own and I can see it. I wrote ".... small 
scrapyards are a traditional part of a robust rural aesthetic... 
besides, stingers and brambles soon soften the edges of this 
scavenged detritus of consumer civilisation." The scrapyard 
belonged to a traveller-y type of bloke and he made a very modest 
living from it. 
* 
Shyamini   5 February 2011 11:43PM    @ Uncertainty  How do 
you imagine one manages to be something as unsubtle as a fascist 
without being aware of it? That certainly some closet which 
conceals your views from yourself, too. Your comment is 
unremittingly witless, and if you stand by it then so are you. 
* 
TexanBrumie   6 February 2011 12:40AM   @DavidAltheer   
“Perhaps, given what EKHornbeck claims about abusing people 
who do not share a viewpoint, we journalists should be forced to 
live alongside you commenters for six months"     No chance, you 

 



 

couldn't take the hours. 
* 
OriginalSpikey     6 February 2011 1:19AM    "the noble 
Romany v phoney Gypsies concept has been with us for 
centuries"    facts usually do that. What the article (and so many 
others) fail to understand is that under the label Gypsy rests two 
distinct and very different races of people. The Romany (whom the 
word Gypsy actually refers to) are a race of Indian descent who 
travelled to avoid and escape persecution. Like me, most British 
Romany live in houses, pay taxes and obey most of the law and we 
are happy to do so. Then there are the travellers (99 to 1 everyone 
you believe to be a Gypsy is actually a traveller), a race of Irish 
descent who speak the Romany langauge and have adopted most of 
the Romany traditions (although they have their own customs as 
well).  
 
Travellers are raised to prefer life on the road and many of them 
prefer to live that way.   Why is the difference so important? Well 
because un-researched nonsense like this article treat the two 
cultures as interchangable which is incorrect. Queen Victoria's 
'Coopers' were Romany, the majority of people in the big fat 
wedding show are travelers. If you cringe when you watch that 
show, how do you think us Romany feel to see that and then have 
an idiot narrator associate that behaviour with us? 
* 
OriginalSpikey  6 February 2011 @ frozen chosen  Actually 
despite the negative comnnotations it has picked up, most Romany 
are happy with the word Gypsy. As a shortening of the word 
Aegyptian it has some cool historical kudos attached to it and it has 
done us much more service than harm in terms of establishing our 
community in the modern age. Like any word it is only as 
offensive as the speaker (or writer) intends it to be. I'd rather be 
called a gypsy than the horrible Americanism Rroma, and both of 
them are preferable to Traveller in my house. 
* 

 



 

ragworm   6 February 2011 1:49AM 
@Octopus......good for you mate. As someone here said, we only 
need one square mile of countryside to house the entire Gypsy 
population of this country. If we can't do that, you'd have to think 
we're a mean-spirited bunch. 
* 
OriginalSpikey   6 February 2011 1:49AM     One more :) 
@climatecaz   the whole leaving places in a mess debate, some 
facts to aide thought. A culture (the Romany) which (in Europe) 
survived for a couple of centuries by traveling a regular circuit 
doing seasonal work would have pretty much died out if they left 
the places they stopped in a mess. they would find pretty rapidly 
that the work they relied upon to survive dried up. Want proof, 
look at any description of Gypsies from the first half of the 20th 
century or earlier and while you'll find complaints about the petty 
crime you won't find us referred to as dirty or that we take over 
plots of land for long periods. That behaviour belongs to a culture 
(Travellers) which came along and attempted to live like us but 
who lacked the centuries of experience in doing so. In fact there is 
a lot of evidence to suggest that the arrival of the travellers in large 
numbers and how they quickly turned the tide of opinion against us 
went a long way towards hurrying the Romany return to settled 
accomodation in the UK. 
* 
distinguo 6 February 2011 1:56AM I've only read the first 50 
posts, and I'm feeling discombobulated. 
 
@DarkIllusion: do you actually live near a Gypsy encampment? 
As to British bigotry: I'd say we're pretty tolerant of diversity. For 
example: a number of European countries have banned the burqa; 
France has even banned the Muslim headscarf in state-run schools 
and colleges. A number of central European countries are very 
intolerant towards Gypsies -- which is why some of them have fled 
here. 
 

 



 

@Octopus8: so Michael Howard, Margaret Thatcher and the 
British educational system did those two boys a favour? No? 
 
PunishmentofLuxury: loved your post. The people of Hampstead 
are shameless, aren't they? 
 
I'll read on. 
* 
BigNowitzki   6 February 2011 2:03AM    @  Klough    ‘I'm sure 
there are Guardian journalists who live near open spaces. Why 
don't they invite the gypsies to set up their camp next to where 
they live.’   I love it.  Don't you realise it would affect their 
Hampstead house prices. Like immigrants, gypsies are to put 
where the "working class" people live, well away from them, 
where it doesn't concern them.  They would gain an insight into 
gypsy life and could write long articles for the Guardian extolling 
the joys of having a gypsy camp next door.  Indeed. They could 
even offer to help them recycle all the rubbish they leave strewn 
about. After all, if yet another recycling scheme can be launched, 
win-win all round. 
* 
distinguo    6 February 2011 3:06AM      Read the lot now, and 
still confused. 
 
@DavidAltheer: you use the word 'prejudice' loosely. To prejudge 
is to form conceptions that are not based on experience or 
knowledge. 
 
@Octopus8: so the photo of the Travellers (or whatever we should 
call them) being moved on by the police reminded you of a photo 
of Jews being moved out of the Warsaw Ghetto? Yes, well, it may 
have looked like that, but there all resemblance ends. For a start, 
the Jews did not want to be corralled into the Ghetto. Also, most, if 
not all of them probably died shortly after the pic was taken.  And 
yes, I know -- Gypsies died in the camps alongside the Jews. 

 



 

 
@OriginalSpikey. You obeyed 'some' of the laws. Do tell us about 
the ones you flouted, and why. 
 
'Night all. 
* 
westcoaster    6 February 2011 9:07AM    @Altheer  Some of 
these comments seem to be confirming my thesis, that over the 
last 500 years mainstream British society has not resolved its 
contradictory attitudes to Romanies. 
Our attitudes don't seem remotely contradictory, to Gypsies or 
anyone else. Live peacefully, according to the laws, don't disturb 
me or ask me to pay for services you can't be fussed paying for 
yourself, and we will accept you happily. Behave differently and 
we won't. Not even slightly complicated. 
* 
DavidAltheer   6 February 2011 9:20AM 
Just to clear up one point, ragworm, about accommodating Gypsies 
in one square mile. The meanest gorjia would not want to restrict 
anyone to an area measuring about 42 yards x 42 yards. 
* 
arfnore      6 February 2011 9:21AM   people here appear to 
critisise "travellers" for absurd reasons.  People, first, generally 
complain about the mess, rowdyness, and petty crime that is often 
attributed to travellers. This is nonsenese because the general mess 
that is often caused is a result of a lack of services (waste disposal, 
social services etc) and decent halting sites. As for petty 
criminality, littleorangedogs (below) believes that we should 
PROVE that travellers are NOT criminal. This is impossible 
because we keep records of criminality rather than non-criminality. 
In fact, there is no statistical evidence that travellers of any hue are 
more or less criminal than any other group of people. Those who 
have "life experience" of travellers who roam into their peaceful 
neighbourhoods often jump to conclusions about what actually on 
halting sites, rather than, perhaps, engaging these people and 

 



 

attempting to compromise and facilitating them. Most of the stories 
about illegal traspass are rubbish, because if a farmer finds 
travellers on his field then the police are duty bound to evict (and 
travellers, as a result, do not do such things).  There will always be 
this kind of bias because people will ascribe more firmly to the 
stereotypical social constructs they frame themselves with than to 
any research based reflections on REAL society. For example, 
saying that travellers are "stinking pikies" not only demeans the 
travellers, but also reinforces your own sense of superiority. I 
believe that we are all of equal value, and that if people wish to 
fashion a culture of any description for themselves then they 
should be able to do so.   Most of the comments here are the result 
of a fear of "the unknown other" (i.e. xenophobia)  which so 
pervades human social groupings, and takes a heck of a lot of 
discipline to overcome. However, education is the key here, along 
with an effort to facilitate this community.   For further education I 
highly recomend watching  ‘Pavee Lackeen’  which is a film about 
the life experiences of traveller children as a starter. 
* 
octopus8    6 February 2011 9:29AM 
The problems Gypsies have are similar to those that other people - 
especially the poor, working class people - when they try to live in 
the countryside, in the face of a planning system that is no longer 
there to provide housing for everyone but to provide a secure 
investment, via housing, for the comfortably off (I choose to use 
"comfortably off" rather than "rich").  Andy is a logger who 
sometimes works for me in my 45 acre woodland. A local lad. Not 
much education, but a skilled and fast worker who is proud of his 
skills. Andy uses illegal red diesel in his car - he is that sort of 
rough person.  He was in "housing stress" recently when he broke 
up with his partner. But he had inherited an acre field on the edge 
of a pretty village. So he went and bought a second hand caravan 
(£2,500) and put it on his field. So he had a "house" and 
somewhere to stack a few logs (he sells firewood sometimes), and 
to leave his tractor mounted winch and his vast 4x4. And within 

 



 

two months some people in the village complained to the council 
that he was living without planning permission and his caravan 
"was ruining the village".  Andy is a country lad. The people who 
complained were retirees or had professional jobs in towns ten 
miles away or more, commuting by car each day.  To cut a long 
story short, Andy is no longer in his caravan and the countryside 
has been "saved". The council's planning department enforcement 
officer, who had to physically serve notice on Andy was seriously 
upset at having to do so, and profusely apologised to Andy.  The 
planning system fails to support the rural poor. Be it loggers or 
Gypsies. 
* 
Uncertainty  6 February 2011 9:31AM    What an arrogant shit 
you are. Typical Guardianista thinking; anyone who disagrees 
with the party line or dares contradict the propoganda is clearly a 
fascist and thus an enemy. Oh the bloody irony...    Funny you 
should speak of party lines. The German fascists used to gas 
Gypsies to re-enforce theirs. Also, I think you will find that 
propaganda is anti-gypsy not pro-gypsy.    I do not see why you 
should complain about stereotyping. In any case: If it quacks like a 
duck... 
* 
Uncertainty    6 February 2011 9:37AM 
How do you imagine one manages to be something as unsubtle 
as a fascist without being aware of it? That certainly some closet 
which conceals your views from yourself, too. Your comment is 
unremittingly witless, and if you stand by it then so are you. 
They do so my spouting fascist comments whilst thinking they are 
being reasonable. It is 'doublethink'. It is usually prefixed with "I 
am not racist but..." However, as many here deny Romanies the 
right to having a race, they do not even bother with this.  If you, 
and anyone else, do not wish to be lumped with the fascists it is 
easy: Stop behaving like them.  Would you suggest I do my usual 
thing and get quotes from Nazis on Gypsies and compare them 
with posts from this board? We could then see who is right and 

 



 

who is Right. 
* 
Uncertainty    6 February 2011 9:47AM    
People, first, generally complain about the mess, rowdyness, and 
petty crime that is often attributed to travellers. 
I happened to be in Cardiff the morning after a world cup when on 
business. I assume that all of those that 'celebrated' after were all 
'travellers' as they managed all of the above and deposited 3 tons of 
litter in the main street.  I do wonder why I have crime in my 
streets (looking at that new website) when there have been no 
travellers nearby. They must move about faster than I thought.  
Also, considering the size of their 'caravans', I wonder why they 
bother to carry huge freezers, washing machines and sofas around 
(to big to get in the 'van) just for the express purpose of fly tipping 
them.  In addition, as someone said above, take away the rubbish 
collection for a week and the streets are waste high in trash. Why 
do these settled folk not practice what they preach? 
* 
octopus8   6 February 2011 9:56AM    At an auction the other day 
I picked up a small Victorian (1870?) painting (7"x10") that 
showed a rural scene with in one corner some Gypsies in a bender.  
I wonder if the Victorians also thought Gypsies were romantic - as 
long as they were far from the person who saw them in the picture.  
And if you don't know what a bender is, google "Gypsy bender" in 
"Images". 
* 
Uncertainty  6 February 2011 9:57AM    The problems Gypsies 
have are similar to those that other people - especially the poor, 
working class people - when they try to live in the countryside, in 
the face of a planning system that is no longer there to provide 
housing for everyone but to provide a secure investment, via 
housing, for the comfortably off (I choose to use "comfortably 
off" rather than "rich").    You are right. These people ruin the 
countryside for those who were indigenous peoples there.  I do 
wonder if they assumed Andy was a gypsy... 

 



 

* 
MiriamWakerly    6 February 2011 10:02AM   Re my earlier 
reference to the one square mile theory! To substantiate, though I 
would say is impossible to prove, I can quote from Human Rights 
Commission, March 2009, 'Gypsies and Travellers: simple 
solutions for living together', thus: 
'It is estimated that the entire Gypsy and Traveller population could 
be legally accommodated if as little as one square mile of land 
were allocated for sites in England' This was quoted within another 
article from the Institute of Race Relations 
http://www.irr.org.uk/2010/june/ha000020.html 'Playing the Gypsy 
'race card' .' 
I wasn't making it up!! 
* 
Uncertainty  6 February 2011 10:07AM   Miriam,  An aside:  We 
are all crammed into small parcels of land. The rich keep us to the 
cities so they can enjoy the benefits of owning vast swathes of 
land.  We are not a crowded island. We are a confined population. 
* 
royhaines    6 February 2011 10:37AM   My Old Nan taught me 
all about this.   She, and all her family had jet black straight hair. 
The family "rumour" was that there was Romany blood 
somewhere in our ancestors. My Nan had an obsessive compulsion 
to keep moving house. Financial constraints stopped her so she 
satisfied herself by knocking on the doors of houses with Agents 
Boards "just to have a look round". It became her "hobby"! If so 
now any Romany blood is long, long gone. 
 
There are the True Romany. The Gypsey. The "travellers":- 
generally divided into the Scottish and the Irish with historical 
links/reasons to the English occupation/clearances of those 
countries. Finally the "didicoy".  Just as we would not call a 
Spaniard a Greek or a Cornishman an Ulsterman people persist in 
calling a "traveller" a "gypsey". I can never understand why. Can 
anyone tell me except that it is good for tabloid headline writers?  

 



 

This is such a long and complicated subject with a tangled history 
equal to the Irish Conflicts or the Israel/Palestine Question.  
Anyone with a few hours start with Google and "didicoy" - read 
on.  I used to work for the Trustee Savings Bank. I never claimed 
that I was related to Barings or the Rothchilds. I WOULD have 
liked to be related to Salamon and the Haydn London Symphonies 
- alas not. That would be the equivalent of (mainly) Irish Travellers 
claiming that they are Gypsey.  If you google what I suggest you 
might get some understanding as to why tempers flare around this 
subject. 
* 
Uncertainty     6 February 2011 11:04AM   Same applies to those 
that say they are 'English'. How many have undiluted Englisc blód  
* 
MiriamWakerly   6 February 2011 11:35AM   I believe it was the 
Race Relations Act that caused confusion. It lumped Romany 
Gypsies and Irish Travellers together as one ethnic group for the 
purposes of legislation and rights. Also some people believe that 
'Traveller' is an umbrella term acceptable to all and will avoid 
offence. Not as simple as that, as I explain in my blog post of 12 
Feb 2010. http://bit.ly/eAYVyF 
* 
royhaines 6 February 2011 12:02PM    @Uncertainty   Does your 
name means that you are uncertain of your question?  IF you find a 
true Romany OR Gypsy I am pretty sure that their blood would be 
more "pure" than yours or mine?  I am English/British. I have been 
in the smoothie maker since before the Romans? My history 
teacher told me that my name has its origin in the English (before 
the Union?) opposition to the Norman Conquest (French, Norman 
for those they hated)???  I describe myself as "English". I reside 
here. I pay taxes and Council Tax here. I "permanently "reside".  
"Travellers" want all the benefits with none of the obligations? 
They claim a minority ethnicity to try to obtain undeserved 
"preferential" treatment and link Hitler`s attitude to the 
Jews/gypsies towards the "racism" that is shown to them.  Their 

 



 

attitude is downright insulting to any person who was in a 
concentration camp. Today if ANY group moved onto Green Belt 
Land and set up permanent squatters "land fill" they would receive 
the same approbation and the full sanction of The Law.   @Miriam 
Wakerly. You have it in "One" and far more succinctly than my 
"wanderings".  A real pleasure to read your all too brief comments. 
Ever thought of counselling some of our more verbose politicians? 
* 
royhaines    6 February 2011 12:06PM   A final thought/memory 
has just crept out of the dark recesses of my mind.   Oftimes told in 
my infancy that Nan was never happier than when she was hop-
picking in Kent.   Some truths somewhere? 
* 
Uncertainty   6 February 2011 12:12PM   "Travellers" want all 
the benefits with none of the obligations?” They pay more in 
taxes than they get back in services. 
 
“They claim a minority ethnicity to try to obtain undeserved 
"preferential" treatment and link Hitler`s attitude to the 
Jews/gypsies towards the "racism" that is shown to them.”  They 
do not claim, it has been granted. Their treatment by the Nazis is a 
matter of record. The attitudes on this board suggest that this 
racism (no quote marks) is still common in this country. Their 
attitude is downright insulting to any person who was in a 
concentration camp. It is the racist's who should hang their heads 
in shame for how they choose to treat minorities, not the 
desendents of those that were gassed.  Today if ANY group moved 
onto Green Belt Land and set up permanent squatters "land fill" 
they would receive the same approbation and the full sanction of 
The Law. Not if they are rich and wanted, say, an out of town 
shopping centre or palatial pad.  In addition, while on the subject 
of land fill... 
* 
Busch    6 February 2011 12:16PM 
The Caravan and camping clubs have small sites, usually based on 

 



 

farms with a shower, toilet and rubbish collection where up to five 
vans can stay for a limited time for a small fee of about five 
pounds a night. If all large councils provided a similar service 
travellers could move more freely and in small groups that would 
not be seen as such a threat to the public. The police would also 
have no fear of entering these sites. My council has a bigger 
version of one of theses sites far enough away from the locals so 
not to be seen as a problem. 
* 
Uncertainty  6 February 2011 12:23PM 
Indeed. It is what the Romanies have been denied. The facilities 
have been removed. When they try to establish facilities for 
themselves, that is denied as well. 
* 
gruenebaum  6 February 2011 12:51PM   Perfectly happy to 
respect the life style of the Gypsies once they have started 
respecting my property and what Europeans consider the basics of 
public order.  In other words: Stop stealing and aggressive begging. 
Send your kids to school.  After all, nobody ever complains about 
Sinti in Germany or Manouche in France. It's the Roms who need 
to finally arrive in modern Europe. 
* 
DavidAltheer  6 February 2011 1:07PM   Nobody was making 
anything up, Miriam. It's just that the originators of that "fact" 
weren't very good at maths. I know what the failed statisticians 
wanted to say: a mile square, ie, an area measuring 1 mile x 1 mile. 
We have a right to expect better from a UN outfit. 
* 
Uncertainty    6 February 2011 1:14PM    Perfectly happy to 
respect the life style of the Gypsies once they have started 
respecting my property and what Europeans consider the basics 
of public order.  In other words: Stop stealing and aggressive 
begging. Send your kids to school. 
You took that from the Bumper Book of Stereotypes?   Yawn. 
* 

 



 

Shyamini  6 February 2011 1:25PM    @ Uncertainty   I am not 
behaving like a fascist, or expressing views which could be 
identified as fascistic in any respect. I have not made any reference 
to Romanies as race; strictly speaking, if one still upholds the 
concept of race on traditional grounds, then they belong to the 
same racial group as most people in the UK. People perpetually get 
race and ethnicity confused. It may be unlikely, but a person of 
South Asia descent could be ethnically native Australian under the 
right conditions.   I believe that race is essentially meaningless.  
Those who may begin a sentence with, "I'm not racist but"... are 
usually going to say something prejudicial. this doesn't mean that 
they are going to be fascists, they may not even be what we 
understand as racist, but may say something which could be 
construed as such. Understand the meaning and the full 
implications of words before you use them so freely.  The points I 
have largely concerned Travellers, as I have had only little contact 
with Romanies/Gypsies, and all the points I've raised are related to 
their conduct, not their history, where they come from, or any other 
extraneous factors which distract from what I actually want to 
express. 
 
As far as I'm aware no one (I hope), wants to eradicate and 
exterminate Gypsies or Travellers, in the same manner as the 
Nazi's, or any other manner. The emphasis is on their frequently 
anti social behaviour, which I have experienced in the past, and 
which no one should be permitted to impose or inflict upon 
anyone. This, surprise surprise, creates hostility towards the 
perpetrators. I accept there would be hostility towards them from 
some people however they behaved, but I think in this instance 
they can be seen as a related to the central issue. 
* 
Uncertainty   6 February 2011 1:34PM   If I feel like calling those 
who wish to stereotype ALL of one group then why should I not do 
the same?  As far as I am concerned, those who do so are fascists. 
Much like the attitude of those who treat anyone who travels as an 

 



 

automatic criminal. What is the problem?  Don't the people on this 
board like being stereotyped? 
 
Next. You have not been monitoring all of the anti-traveller traffic 
on this board of late. I can understand that as it can be many pages. 
But let me inform you that some posts have been to suggest that 
the mass deaths of travellers would be something to be 
welcomed. 
 
Finally: When the settled community can prove themselves to be 
whiter than white then they can talk about social behaviour.  The 
hostility is hostility to an easily identifiable group regardless of 
their merits/de-merits. If you cannot see this as rabid 
discrimination then, perhaps, you need to search your soul.  Next 
time you want to see anti-social behaviour then go to your local 
city's main police station on a Saturday night. I doubt that the 
people filling the cells overnight will be predominately travellers. 
* 
octopus8    6 February 2011 1:39PM   When I was a lad, and 
moved to London, the pub next door had a notice on the door: 
 
No Blacks  or  Irish  Travellers 
 
I knew what a black was, and I knew what Irish was - as I am Irish. 
But at my young age I had no idea what a traveller was 
* 
DavidAltheer   6 February 2011 2:20PM   Thanks to the following 
posters:  @distinguo for making me think more carefully about 
my use of the word "prejudice; perhaps I was a bit loose. i'm sure 
you won't prejudge my future effusions.  @octopus8 What a 
moving (I intend no pun) story about Andy. And relevant. I can see 
both sides, despite my bias against the middle class, but surely 
cases such as this, & ones I have reported (as a journo), were open 
to more sensible resolution?  @arfnore    ‘Pavee Lackeen’ is one 
of my favourite films, tough but realistic. It was about & was acted 

 



 

by Irish Travs; I tried to persuade the lead to consider an acting 
career. I wonder whether she did. 
* 
MiriamWakerly   6 February 2011 2:21PM    @David    Yes a 
mile by a mile of course, 'a mile square' is very different from a 
'square mile' and is what they meant and what I kind of understood. 
My father was a maths teacher - he would have despaired of me! 
* 
octopus8   6 February 2011 3:11PM  @DavidAltheer   What a 
moving (I intend no pun) story about Andy. And relevant. I can 
see both sides, despite my bias against the middle class, but surely 
cases such as this, & ones I have reported (as a journo), were 
open to more sensible resolution? 
A "more sensible resolution" would 'open the floodgates'. 
* 
littlemissmolly  6 February 2011 3:18PM   I have never 
encountered travellers/gypsies/roma, and so have no experience of 
my own to compare against the comments. It just always strikes 
me as odd that any negativity (usually from those people citing 
personal experience) is immediately discarded as bigotry.  it works 
both ways sadly - any positivity is immediately jumped upon as 
being a) impossible or b) leftist claptrap.  My Big Fat Gypsy 
Wedding is representative of no Gypsies/Travellers apart from 
those who allowed themselves to be filmed.  Huge numbers of 
modern Gypsies/Travellers live in houses and pay taxes, council 
tax, car insurance etc just as do the majority (but not all) within 
what we euphemistically call settled communities.  Most 
Gypsies/Travellers work for themselves and own their own 
businesses - but for the most part their businesses are a little more 
diverse than stealing scrap metal and they pay legitimate taxes.  
Gypsy/Traveller children are not all withdrawn from school at age 
11 and nor are their women forbidden from working outside the 
home (and I don't mean selling bunches of white heather and 
clothes pegs)/  I could go on but the truth, as always, lies 
somewhere in between. Just as in any race/culture/group there are 

 



 

good and bad.... the problem (again, as always) lies in making 
sweeping generalisations. 
* 
Uncertainty    6 February 2011 4:00PM 
It just always strikes me as odd that any negativity (usually from 
those people citing personal experience) is immediately discarded 
as bigotry.  It can be discarded if it is partial. Based on the highly 
selected anecdotes you might think that the settled community are 
victim/angels and the travellers evil baby-eaters.  I do recall 
(anecdote time) a caravan parked on an old tip by a main road that 
I was walking past. In the time it took me, I heard 6 drivers and/or 
passengers from 6 cars hurl viscous insults at the little old lady 
sitting outside the 'van in the sun.   Based on this, which group 
should be classified as holders of the moral high-ground? 
* 
Shyamini    6 February 2011 4:44PM    @ Uncertainty      You're 
very keen on liberally applying the term fascist all over the place, 
aren't you? I have to concede, I don't really know what you're 
talking about, or how you've arrived at the conclusions you have. 
the stereotyping of a group of people does not equate with fascism, 
this isn't Nazi Germany and, as far as I'm aware, Travellers - which 
is specifically the group I'm referring to, are not being demonised 
for who they inherently are, a demonisation which, in your sort of 
nightmare scenario, may lead to an aggressive disassociation of 
them as a legitimate part of the human race, which will eventually 
reach a stage when their eradication can be made possible, 
acceptable, then desirable. Are you quite certain you believe that is 
happening in this instance?  I've read plenty of posts from people 
stating that they don't want to have Travellers as their neighbours 
but no one has said they want them murdered.  The sedentary 
community doesn't have to prove that it is responsible for no anti 
social behaviour or criminal activity before it can make similar 
claims against a semi nomadic community they share a space with. 
If that was the case, then crimes committed by the latter against the 
former would never be recognised as such and never be addressed. 

 



 

How can someone who is literate make such an astonishingly 
absurd statement? There we are, there's ano.  No community is free 
from responsibility for anti social behaviour, and in every instance, 
those who are must take responsibility for their actions and be held 
accountable. Whether it's aggressive drunks late at night in every 
town and city in this country, or whether it's those who occupy a 
site for Travellers. Do you genuinely believe otherwise? 
* 
octopus8  6 Feb 2011 5:11PM    A slight change of emphasis.  
There is a larger rural underclass. Gypsies are part of this.   For 
whatever reason there has never been a left analysis of this class 
and their needs. This is perhaps the left is so weak in the rural 
areas that there are no informal organisations to address their 
needs. (I joke, but in the towns there are any number of groups for 
black lesbian grannies) Where I am, there is a Lib-
Dem/Conservative choice - Labour came in with 5% of the vote, 
down from 9% at the previous election. Labour sent me the one 
free leaflet all parties get, it was one sheet of A5.   The 
Conservatives have a simple way of dealing with rural poverty. 
They talk about it before elections - then ignore it. The 
Conservatives have made a pledge to overturn that part of the 
human rights legislation that allows Gypsies to move onto land and 
seek retrospective planning permission as an ethnic minority. (This 
ethnic minority thing only occasionally works, but it is a useful 
delaying tactic.). Further, they say they will fine Gypsies and 
travellers who move onto land without planning permission. And 
they know bloody well that no council will give permission 
permission, meaning that the Gypsies will have to go to appeal. An 
appeal will cost £10,000. And then there is no certainty.  Besides 
Conservative would risk their chances by doing anything to upset 
middle rural England. 
 
In Somerset, however, South Somerset District Council, under Lib-
Dems, did engage in a positive way with Gs and Ts, realising 
kicking them out into Dorset, only to have Dorset kick them into 

 



 

Devon - and then Devon to kick them back into Somerset - didn't 
solve anything. I am not up to date with this, but it was a very 
imaginative and forward thinking councillor (one of the 
Temperley's sp?) took the risk to make this policy.  But Labour has 
no rural perspective, frankly, beyond hunting with hounds. They 
seem to think all in the countryside are rich landowning toffs. They 
are right that the Tory MPs are nearly all rich, land-owning toffs 
(RL-OTTs)- but not everyone in the countryside is a rich RL-OTT! 
But Labour MPs probably make their judgement by looking at the 
bench opposite in the Commons. 
* 
octopus8   6 February 2011 5:26PM  The three rural Conservative 
MPs I occasionally deal with are, all three, RL-OTTs.   That ain't 
prejudice, that's fact.  All three shoot pheasants. Two at least hunt 
with hounds and are active in the Countryside Alliance. All have 
well over 500 acres to their name. Two drive Range Rovers as well 
as a saloon. Two have always had a property in London, well 
before they became MPs. One went to agricultural college - the 
education or choice for titled families have a thick son. Two call 
themselves farmers, but are farm owners. 
* 
EKHornbeck     6 February 2011 6:01PM   @littlemissmolly - 
yes, I've noticed the debate can often become a bit of a tennis 
match between 'evil bigoted landowners!' and 'do-gooder lefty 
Guardianistas!'. :)    As for the 'Big Fat Gypsy wedding' 
programme - I've not watched it. I thought from the hype that it 
looked like the kind of sensationalist rubbish C4 loves to turn out 
these days.   @Uncertainty - well, any personal anecdote is 
partial. I don't think that means it ought to be discarded; I just think 
that means you have to bear in mind that it should be considered 
with provisos. I simply don't like to immediately dismiss 
someone's personal experiences because I don't like them. It serves 
to brand them as a liar, which instantly polarises the debate.  The 
careless, personal, generalised observations with no evidence, I 
agree, can be readily discarded - ie: 'All travellers/romani are 

 



 

thieves!', or 'All rural people hate roman!'.  As for your anecdote, 
obviously hurling abuse at anyone is unacceptable. 
* 
DavidAltheer   6 February 2011 7:23PM   @ MiriamWakerly  
The arena of Gypsies & Irish Travellers is rich with inaccuracies 
that get quoted & requoted until they become a kind of gospel. The 
UN report, even when this silly mistake is remedied, must include 
a population figure that I am sure would not stand up to analysis. 
* 
Uncertainty   6 February 2011 8:48PM 
@Shyamini 
You're very keen on liberally applying the term fascist all over the 
place, aren't you? 
I am only doing what the anti-romany types are doing.   
 
Are you quite certain you believe that is happening in this 
instance? 
Who knows but I am sure people said the same in 1930's Germany. 
We even had the EDF marching in Luton yesterday. Do you not see 
the parallels? 
 
I've read plenty of posts from people stating that they don't want 
to have Travellers as their neighbours but no one has said they 
want them murdered. 
Then you have not been paying attention. I may go back and find 
some (if the mods have not 'blanked' them).   Oh, and they did not 
use the term 'murder' they seemed quite happy that some might die. 
That is somewhat different, clearly. 
 
The sedentary community doesn't have to prove that it is 
responsible for no anti social behaviour or criminal activity 
before it can make similar claims against a semi nomadic 
community they share a space with. 
So you want to organise a lynching without a trial. Quaint. 
 

 



 

No community is free from responsibility for anti social 
behaviour, and in every instance, those who are must take 
responsibility for their actions and be held accountable. Whether 
it's aggressive drunks late at night in every town and city in this 
country, or whether it's those who occupy a site for Travellers. Do 
you genuinely believe otherwise? 
That is fine but those on this board have decided that a whole 
community are guilty. They have not decided what of but their 
existence is proof of their guilt.  That is what the Nazis said. SO 
we are back at the beginning again. 
* 
Uncertainty   6 February 2011 9:08PM   I simply don't like to 
immediately dismiss someone's personal experiences because I 
don't like them. It serves to brand them as a liar, which instantly 
polarises the debate.  They need not be liars. They may be telling 
the truth or may be mistaken. However, extrapolating excessively 
from an anecdote is inappropriate.  I would also say that a personal 
experienced coloured by prejudice is unlikely to generate an 
impartial analysis. 
* 
EKHornbeck   6 February 2011 9:20PM   Yes, as I said, anecdotes 
must be considered with provisos.  I would also say that a personal 
experienced coloured by prejudice is unlikely to generate an 
impartial analysis.   I think it is highly unlikely that any personal 
experience can be analysed impartially by the person who 
experienced the event. Likewise, it is difficult for the 
reader/listener to impartially analyse the experience - we bring our 
own experiences, knowledge, culture, etc, to the analysis. 
However, I am still reluctant to instantly assume the personal 
experiences of others to have been coloured by prejudice. 
* 
Uncertainty      6 February 2011 9:25PM   Then do you subscribe 
to the view that the guilt of a few determine the guilt of the many?  
If so then I will happily continue to tar the settled community with 
the 'fascist' brush as, clearly, I have seen some on the TV. 

 



 

* 
EKHornbeck  6 February 2011 9:36PM   No, that doesn't follow 
from what I said. I said that I would not automatically judge the 
negative personal experiences recounted by commenters to be 
untrue and/or motivated by bigotry. That does not mean that I 
agree with or accept all of the conclusions that they have drawn 
from their experiences. It simply means that I don't think I have the 
right to deny them their experience. 
* 
Uncertainty   6 February 2011 10:45PM    So perhaps we can 
limit this to you alone. Do you think 'Gypsies' are more likely to be 
criminals than settled folk?  What is your perception... 
* 
EKHornbeck    6 February 2011 10:59PM   I would have to see 
crime statistics which measured crimes committed by different 
sections of the population before I could possibly make an 
informed decision. 
* 
Uncertainty    6 February 2011 11:11PM   Indeed. Perhaps, then 
you will agree that those using anecdote as proof should take this 
approach rather than damning anyone from one group without 
these data. 
* 
EKHornbeck  6 February 2011 11:22PM    As I said above, I do 
not always agree with or accept the conclusions people draw from 
their personal experiences. However, if they relate a negative 
experience, I will not automatically ascribe it to prejudice or 
accuse them of lying. 
* 
Shyamini    7 February 2011    @Uncertainty    I know you 
believe you're doing what the anti Traveller and perhaps Romany 
communities are doing, ( although there are far fewer of this 
particular group, and as has been said on these pages, most are now 
settled), but you oppose them for the stereotypes they use and the 
unfair, incorrect assumptions you think they make. In your own 

 



 

terms you don't have to be just as unreasonable do you?   As for the 
EDL demonstrators , well I don't believe that will ever gain a 
fraction of the kind of support in this country as the Nazis did in 
1930's Germany. I don't believe this is foolish optimism, 
incidentally. There was a far more vehement aggressive opposition 
and hatred towards Gypsies to begin with. They weren't regarded 
as a nuisance or a pain in the arse. There was already a firm 
foundation on which to build acceptance of their eradication.  I 
think that some of those who have given degrees of support to this 
organisation, may have done so as a consequence of a group of 
'Muslims' having a similar celebration of hatred and violence in 
Luton earlier on. Muslims like this, who hold what are fascistic 
views, are also a small minority. As a Muslim I feel fully confident 
in saying that. Many within this extremist group of mainly men, 
rather like members of the EDL perhaps, are hateful thugs who 
primarily want a fight. Many don't care about their obnoxious 
cause and objectives, and plenty are clueless as far as a knowledge 
is concerned. They all are in effect, because they to not represent 
Islam or Muslims. I don't believe these arseholes will ever have a 
significant number of supporters, and I feel the same applies to the 
EDL. The UK does not strike me as the kind of country which is 
geared towards or up for extremism of this kind. Those individuals 
who are, just make themselves very visible and of course, shout 
very loudly. 
* 
Shyamini  7 February 2011 11:37AM   @ Uncertainty   I also 
said in my previous post, but somehow I deleted it, is that many of 
the muslims I referred to, though I do not feel comfortable 
regarding them as such, have little knowledge of Islam, it's nothing 
more than a fig leaf for their own hatred anyway, and they also 
have little genuine concern for the political situations and the 
people embroiled within them, they have claimed to represent, 
whether in largely Muslim or non Muslim countries. They are 
fascists and would if they could, be a threat to everyone, and that 
very much includes Muslim communities. I assure you that this is 

 



 

entirely factually correct. Non Muslims wonder why Muslims don't 
openly and forthrightly oppose them to a far greater degree. I think 
it's fairly obvious why. But what is even worse, is ignorant and 
idiotic non Muslims who defend these bastards and defilers of 
Islam, on all kinds of spurious grounds. Appalling.   Sorry, I know 
I've drifted well away from the point here. 
* 
backbiter    7 February 2011 3:00PM   Having just read through 
all the comments at a sitting I can only say that I am amazed at the 
general level of ignorance and stereotyping displayed by so many 
of the posters. CiF comments certainly has some unknowable 
boundaries when it comes to which posts it allows and which it 
removes. I can't imagine some of the comments above being 
allowed on CiF in relation to any other ethnic group (or if so I have 
never seen them).   David Altheer has written a very balanced 
article and it would appear that Queen Victoria and her eldest son 
had a more enlightened attitude to travelling Gypsies than anything 
displayed by our royal family in more recent times.  Queen 
Victoria, before she became Queen, spent Christmas Day 1836 
with members of the Cooper family who were encamped with tents 
on the verge of the London to Brighton road. She took them a 
Christmas hamper. 'The only jewels on the road' the Princess wrote 
in her Diary.   It is said that royalty never carry money, but 
Victoria's son, King Edward, used to throw coins to Gypsy boys 
when they ran alongside his carriage on Epsom Downs on Derby 
Day.   A Scottish Traveller called Betsy White records in her 
autobiography 'The Yellow on the Broom' that when she was about 
11 she went up to a shooting party of rich-looking gentlemen in the 
Highlands and asked for some tobacco for her father. She was 
given a silver tin with some expensive tobacco in it by the future 
King George V1, much to the barely concealed anger of the 
landowner. 
 
There are a number of mis-conceptions about Gypsies/Travellers 
that seem to originate with what David Altheer terms 'the patrons': 

 



 

one square mile will not accomodate all the Gypsies/Travellers 
currently without a legal stopping place even in terms of battery 
hens and: a 'patron' invented the figure of 300,000 Gypsies and 
Travellers as the size of the Gypsy/Traveller community [England, 
England and Wales, England, Wales and Scotland? all these plus 
Northern Ireland?, who knows, but it's now a figure people trot 
out]  @David Altheer - you've made a good job of defending what 
you've written and done so in a courteous manner. 
* 
gypsygel  7 February 2011 6:02PM 
@Abismo - "Having watched My Big Fat Gypsy Wedding this 
week, it was truly heart breaking to see the total lack of prospects 
of ambition cultivated in 99% of the young women. They just 
accept being hauled out of school before they hit their teens to be 
unpaid skivvies and all round second-class members of 'The 
Community'. Strictly controlled and then promptly married off at 
16 to some scrap metal collecting gonk. Throw in social rituals 
that border on sexual assault and my sympathy is limited." 
 
I'm a typical gypsy women and I am NOT a second class member 
of my community. My Big Fat Gypsy Wedding is a load of 
rubbish! Gypsies leave school because they are moved on from an 
unlawful site, bullying from other children and their teachers or 
because they want to earn a living and get on in life. If a Gypsy 
child wants to go to school they are not forced to leave. And since 
when is it being a second class citizen to care and look after your 
family whether it be your parents, grandparents, siblings or 
children.  Gypsy girls and boys are restricted in being allowed to 
go out on their own simply because it is safer to go out in groups 
because of racist attacks.  And I have never heard of 'Grabbing' 
until MBFGW. 
* 
dorristheloris   7 February 2011 9:24PM 
Apologies for the length of this post, but I have read all the 
comments in one sitting. 

 



 

 
@ David - Your article reminds me of the Ewan MacColl song 
from the Radio Ballads "The Gypsy is a Gentleman". So many 
people claim that they have nothing against 'proper Romanies' just 
those awful Travellers, but their idea of what a Romany or a Gypsy 
is probably bears little relation to the truth. 
 
@SoberReflection "our attitude will - and should - only change 
when their behaviour changes"    So you want every Gypsy, 
Romany and Traveller to kowtow and apologise unreservedly for 
anyone in the past you perceive to have done wrong? Will you be 
asking the same of any other group or are we special? 
 
@Drottle "Let them establish good faith by obeying all our laws 
for five years and paying all their taxes for five years. The we'll 
see what we can do"                Many of us do this anyway, myself 
included. Would you care to estimate what percentage of every 
other group might fare if the same criteria were applied? 
 
@Knife “They lead what can only be described as a semi-
criminal lifestyle, one which needs to be ended by the authorities 
in their own interests as well as those in wider society. I'd start by 
taking their children into care"   The Government already tried 
that in the 1960s and it didn't work out terribly well. Besides 
which, the educational outcomes for Looked After Children are 
similarly poor as the recorded figures for Gypsies, Roma and 
Travellers - which was why the Coalition had to allocate extra 
pupil premium funding to LACs - do you advocate this figure to go 
up and cost you more then, for no real improvement? 
 
@SpyHard "Have they ever thought about moving into houses 
and flats, like normal people do?"   A sizeable number of 
Gypsies, Roma and Travellers have already done this. It doesn't 
stop people calling us names, bullying our children and blaming us 
for trouble. 

 



 

 
I have experienced behaviour similar to grabbing - not from 
Gypsies, Travellers or Roma, but from 'normal' (as some would 
term them) men who seem to think this is acceptable, but never 
from the GRT community.   As Miriam Wakerley has pointed out 
in her excellent blogpost response to MBFGW judging the whole 
GRT community by the self selecting standards of the programme 
is akin to judging all British people from an episode of Big 
Brother! 
 
                                                                                                                                
© UK Guardian 
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           'Why do the Italians hate us?' 
 
It is an image that shocked the world: two young Gypsy children 
lie dead for three hours on an Italian beach while, feet away, a 
carefree couple enjoy a leisurely picnic.  
 
Dan McDougall  travels to the Roma camps of Naples to meet the 
dead girls' mother and finds fear and bitterness - and a country in 
danger of forgetting its far-Right past.  At an illegal Roma camp 
10km outside of Pisa, Italy: the camp is made up mostly of Roma 
from Bosnia and Kosovo. Pulling each other by the hair, the Roma 
children scrap as they take turns at flicking their skinny wrists over 
the flaming funeral candles. Before the same Orthodox Christian 
shrine, their grandmother recites the Lord's Prayer in a gravelly 
Romany tongue.  'Am Mora Dat con san ando cheri.' The words 
leave her mouth in whispers as she crosses herself and kisses a 
gold crucifix around her neck. The smallest child, no older than 
four, runs towards me, sticks out her tongue, and gestures a V for 
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vaffanculo - the ubiquitous Italian fuck off - and disappears 
outside.  The damp ceiling of the two-room prefabricated hut the 
Gypsies call home is on the verge of collapse. The plastic-film 
windows, looking out on to the drab exterior walls of Naples's 
most infamous prison, are so flimsy they wobble in the faint 
breeze. There are mattresses everywhere: on the floor, propped up 
against the sink. Like the inhabitants, they are thin and threadbare. 
The only nod to modernity is a gigantic home entertainment consul 
in the corner, spewing out a DVD of distorted recordings of Balkan 
folk songs. The wake we are attending in Naples's most notorious 
Romany camp has been going for 10 days. Alcohol is scattered 
around the room; clear, foul-smelling moonshine sits overflowing 
from plastic cups and reclaimed Peroni bottles; a half-blind 
mongrel sleeps fitfully among the detritus of a thousand hand-
rolled cigarettes.  Alongside a sepia portrait of the revered 
Capuchin friar, Padre Pio, stand blurry digital prints of 13-year-old 
Cristina and 11-year-old Violetta Djeordsevic - two Roma sisters 
whose sudden deaths in the shallow waters of a public beach on 
Italy's Amalfi Coast last month encapsulated the threat of racism in 
modern Europe. It is a tragedy that has focused international 
attention on the ragged edge of Italy's most chaotic city. The 
teenagers' youth and beauty in the photographs, strangely, comes 
as a shock. Up until now, like most of the world, I had only seen 
their prostrate bodies, covered by short beach towels, with just 
their feet left exposed, on the scruffy beach at Torregaveta, a 
decrepit seaside suburb on the outer edge of the Bay of Naples. 
 
On the morning of 17 July, Cristina and Violetta, along with their 
cousins Manuela and Diana, had made the regular journey from the 
dismal camp we are sitting in to one of Naples's most popular 
beaches. Walking two miles to the nearest public transport link, 
and skipping aboard the local train that skirts the coastal cliffs of 
the city, the girls planned to sell trinkets - small wooden turtles 
carved by Nigerian immigrants - to daytrippers along the bay. At 
Torregaveta, after a long hot day with no sales, the sisters dared 

 



 

each other to jump from rocks into the sea. Violetta went first and 
disappeared, swept beneath the waves. Cristina, the eldest, jumped 
in to save her. Both drowned, clinging on to each other.   
 
What happened next shocked the world.  The girls were recovered 
from the sea by a passer-by and later declared dead by a lifeguard 
who called for help as Manuela and Diana wept, banging their tiny 
fists on the corpses.  As the police arrived, their cousins, distraught 
and in shock, were taken away to contact relatives. Two beach 
towels were used to cover the dead Roma girls. And then 
something extraordinary occurred. Summer beach life resumed 
around the bodies for three hours until an ambulance finally 
showed up. In the most striking image of all, a couple nonchalantly 
ate a picnic while looking on at the scene. Another threw a frisbee 
nearby. The indifference, picked up by newspapers and TV stations 
across the world, was seen by the country's liberal elite to be the 
final straw. The most senior Catholic in Naples, Cardinal 
Crescenzio Sepe, was the quickest to point out the coarsening of 
human sentiment which the behaviour in Torregaveta represented: 
'Cristina and Violetta,' he told the Italian media, 'had faced 
nothing but prejudice in life and indifference in death; an 
unforgivable truth.' 
 
In Rome, the government winced. Masters of realpolitik, they 
knew that the deaths of Cristina and Violetta, both born in Italy but 
full-blood Roma, had come at a bad time for the nation, forced in 
recent months to defend itself to its European neighbours on 
charges of discrimination against Gypsies and immigrants. Prime 
Minister Silvio Berlusconi, who swept to power for a third time on 
a thinly disguised anti-immigration ticket, was in the middle of a 
controversial yet populist programme of fingerprinting the 
country's 150,000 Roma, some of whose families have been in 
Italy since the middle ages. According to critics it has become 
impossible to disguise the Fascist undertones of these actions, and 
they point to the fact that the first expulsions of Gypsies took place 

 



 

in 1926 under Benito Mussolini. The dictator's political heirs, the 
'post-fascist' National Alliance, are now coalition partners in 
Berlusconi's government. 
 
In May this year, rumours of an abduction of a baby girl by a 
Gypsy woman in Naples triggered an orgy of violence against 
Roma camps by thugs wielding iron bars, who torched caravans 
and drove Gypsies from their slum homes in dozens of assaults, 
orchestrated by the notoriously violent local mafia, the Camorra. 
The response of Berlusconi's government? 'That is what happens 
when Gypsies steal babies,' shrugged Roberto Maroni, Italy's 
interior minister and a key Berlusconi ally. 
 
For the 10m Europeans all loosely labelled as Roma or Gypsies, 
life is an endless procession of marginalisation and prejudice. 
Corralled into settlements across the continent, 84 per cent of 
Roma in Europe are estimated to live below the poverty line. 
Perhaps even more shocking is the lack of a more detailed picture. 
Official indifference and reluctance on the part of the Roma 
themselves means data on life expectancy, infant mortality, 
employment and literacy rates are sparse. Yet all are likely to be 
lower than those of mainstream society.   
 
The plight of the Roma has been a part of European life since their 
mysterious migration from Rajasthan around 1,000AD. Queen 
Elizabeth I was the first who sought to expel the Roma from 
England. German Emperor Karl VI ordered their extermination in 
1721. In parts of the Balkans, Roma were traded as slaves until the 
middle of the 19th century. In the 20th century, hundreds of 
thousands of Roma perished in the Nazi Holocaust, known in 
Gypsy folklore as the Porrajmos or 'The Devouring'. How Roma 
like Cristina and Violetta came to be born in Naples has more to do 
with the modern legacy of war in the Balkans. In the early 
Nineties, thousands of Gypsies crossed the Adriatic after the 
outbreak of fighting in Yugoslavia and ethnic cleansing in Bosnia. 

 



 

For many of the Gypsies, the majority of whom were illegal 
immigants, lawless Naples was the place where they could 
disappear into the chaos. 
 
It's 6.30am in the graffiti-strewn centro storico of Old Naples. Two 
young priests whizz past on an ancient canary-yellow Vespa, the 
engine putt-putting through the silent streets. Running a red light 
and skirting the baroque entrance to the chapel of San Lorenzo 
Maggiore, the seminarians roughly scrape the kerb and abandon 
the scooter. They are late for morning prayers. Down through the 
narrow cobblestone streets, far below them, is the harbour and the 
azure Mediterranean.  Sparkling in the morning sunshine, the 
waters of the bay stretch west, out towards the dark mass of 
Vesuvius and Campi Flegrei, the 'burning fields', the volcanic 
plateau the Greeks once thought were the gates to hell. Morning 
comes slowly here. Old men, their wrinkled faces as scorched and 
cracked as the dry earth, are the first to emerge, setting out white 
plastic chairs on the narrow streets outside their tenement homes as 
their wives clatter pans indoors and get on with their morning 
chores.  Armed with soapy water and sponges, a ragged group of 
municipal workers sets about removing hundreds of posters that 
have appeared across the city overnight. 'Diritti per tutti' (Rights 
for all). 'White, black, yellow, red. Stop apartheid now,' they 
proclaim beneath crude images of fingerprints. Beneath the new 
posters lie fading old ones calling for the mass deportation of 
Naples's Roma Gypsies and immigrants. 
 
'Italy is divided on these girls, on the fate of the Roma. The 
conscience of the people has been pricked. You can see this on the 
walls of our city,' says Francesca Saudino, our early morning guide 
and a campaigning Naples-based lawyer with Osservazione, a 
nationwide pressure group for Roma rights. 'The reaction to the 
death of these children goes beyond anything that has happened 
before. The incident has exposed a long-held social realism in our 
country: that many working-class people think the Roma no better 

 



 

than animals, and the government is using this xenophobia to win 
votes and popularity. People are ashamed. The deaths of these girls 
has come to represent something more, perhaps a battle for Italy's 
soul.'  We are heading to Scampia, the toughest and most lawless 
public housing estate in Europe. The taxi driver, reluctantly taking 
us there, isn't pleased. He is charging us 'treble' and doesn't tire of 
telling us, spitting out the demand at each traffic light between 
puffs of his cigarette.  Scampia is home of the infamous public 
housing towers known as Le Vele (the Sails), the place where 
Naples's many drug addicts come to score the cheapest high-grade 
heroin and crack cocaine in the EU. A land of outsiders and 
lawbreakers living on the fringes of society, the district is also 
home to the majority of the city's Roma. At the municipal entrance 
to the estate, with a nod to Dante's Inferno, someone with a 
canister of red spray paint has written: 'Abandon hope all ye who 
enter here.'  Our first sight is a string of burnt-out cars. It looks and 
feels like the Farza district of Kabul. The buildings appear as if 
they've been beset by a natural disaster. The elevators in most are 
gone. Broken pipes spew water everywhere and the forecourts are 
covered with knee-deep garbage. The air outside smells of burning 
tyres. From the drab high-rise flats, conspicuous lookouts scan the 
roads for undercover police or special drug enforcement teams. 
Scampia has long been a key base for the narcotics arm of the 
Camorra.  Our driver drops us in the middle of Via Cupa Perillo 
alongside the carcass of a Fiat Punto. It marks the entrance to 
Campo Autorizzato, Scampia's only official Roma camp - a couple 
of hundred caravans and prefabs strung on a narrow spit of land 
overshadowed by the high walls of Naples's notorious Carcere Di 
Secondigliano prison. It is the place where Cristina and Violetta 
were born and lived all their lives.  'This is a reclaimed swamp,' 
says Francesca. 'Some 700 Roma live here without running water, 
toilets, sewers, garbage disposal or proper heating and cooking 
facilities.' 
 
As we approach the entrance, children play beside a polluted creek 

 



 

amid excrement spewed by an open-air communal toilet. Standing 
waiting for us in the centre of the roughshod tarmac road is 
Miriana Djeordsevic, the mother of the two dead girls. Shrouded in 
black with thin silk slippers on her feet, she is clutching the last 
photograph of her dead daughters. The mood around her is tense. 
In the days since the girls died, Miriana's extended family have 
been forced to give their fingerprints to the authorities. In recent 
weeks, Roma groups from here have demonstrated, wearing 
the black triangles Gypsies were forced to wear in the 
concentration camps.   Inside Miriana's home, vodka is offered, 
poured by a tattooed man covered in gold chains and bracelets. 
Grinning through blackened teeth he offers no introduction. Most 
of the Roma women from this camp work as day labourers in 
agriculture, others, the elderly and the children, beg. But some of 
the men run one of the biggest car theft and stripping-down rackets 
in southern Italy. Others, living deeper in the shadows, earn their 
money from selling drugs and violence. Looking around the room 
it is clear this black economy does not produce wellbeing or health 
or luxury, only symbols of power, wealth and social advancement 
among the men. Their half-naked infants and wives look as 
unhealthy as some women and children in sub-Saharan Africa. 
 
'The girls drowned in the sea,' Miriana tells me firmly. 'There has 
been talk in the newspapers, lies, that they were murdered, that 
there was no postmortem. They drowned in the sea, playing like 
the innocents they were. The real crime was what happened around 
them. Those people by the water, they ignored the children, like 
they were dead dogs washed up in the Mediterranean. My 
daughters were not subhuman.'  Miriana hands me another 
photograph of Violetta. She is posing in a ruffled pink dress. 'She 
wanted to be a dancer. She didn't want to go to school. She only 
wanted to be beautiful. Cristina was a bad influence on Violetta. 
She didn't like school. She hated living in the camp. Her 
grandmother said she was just trying to find her place somewhere, 
but she would've grown into a strong woman. She had the will and 

 



 

the determination. Above all she wanted to be able to walk into the 
shops in the city, look at the dresses without being chased by the 
police. She would cut dresses out of magazines and place a cut-out 
of her head on to them. It was her way of escaping. Violetta just 
watched. She worshipped her big sister.   
 
'In the days after the girls died a Catholic priest visited us and 
apologised for the local people on the beach, who he said had 
misunderstood the situation. I asked him why the Italians hated us, 
why they looked at the bodies of two dead children and smeared on 
sun cream and he had no answers. He wept and told me the Roma 
were still God's children. I told him it doesn't feel like it. We are 
the ones the Italians blame for the poverty outside the camp. That 
is their own making, not ours, not my children's fault.'  Miriana is 
barely 30 but looks a decade older. Married at 14 and a mother of 
five by her early twenties, she escaped the Bosnian-Serbian border 
area as a teenager, hoping for a new life in Italy. All three of her 
surviving children are unschooled. The youngest don't have birth 
certificates. They simply don't exist and she wants to keep it that 
away. One of the last things Cristina and Violetta did was to be 
fingerprinted by the authorities. 'Cristina and Violetta gave their 
fingerprints shortly before they died. Violetta was upset. She ran 
away and started crying. She thought the police were coming to 
take her away. Cristina was angry and scrubbed the ink from her 
thumb. She understood everything. She knew we were being 
treated like animals. She died knowing she had no real hope of a 
better life.'  Later, as we walk around the camp, we are faced down 
with intimidating glares. One man spits at my feet. The ethnic 
fingerprinting drive, part of a broader crackdown on Italy's 3.5m 
recent economic immigrants and carried out in an atmosphere of 
hysterical rhetoric about crime and security, has left the Roma 
more bitter than ever. Catholic human rights organisations have 
damned the fingerprinting of Gypsies as 'evoking painful 
memories' of the Nazi persecution. The chief rabbi of Rome 
insisted this week that it 'must be stopped now'. Amos Luzzatto, 

 



 

former head of the Italian Union of Jewish Communities, said that 
the policy of fingerprinting recalled 'days when I could not go to 
school, and people would point at me saying: "Look Mummy, it's a 
Jew." This is a country that has lost its memory.'  But Massimo 
Barra, head of the Italian Red Cross, which has been monitoring 
the process, insisted last week that the aim was to integrate Roma 
people into Italian society. If children were fingerprinted, it 
would be done 'as a game', he said. 'We are building bridges, not 
walls.'  Officially, the reasons for the fingerprinting programme 
appear simple enough: to allow the government to compile 
accurate census data and ensure that Gypsy children go to school. 
But human rights groups are concerned. As part of sweeping anti-
immigration measures the prime minister has also appointed 
special commissioners to 'deal' with Gypsies in the three major 
Italian cities - Naples, Milan and Rome.  According to Francesca 
Saudino, fingerprinting lies at the heart of the anguish and 
disenchantment felt by the Roma. 'The Italian right blames much 
of the country's street crime on the Roma, in particular on children 
sent out by adults to rob and steal,' she said. 'This is an hysterical 
inaccuracy. There are an estimated 152,000 Roma in 700 camps 
across Italy and the Interior Ministry hopes to dismantle them all. 
Thirty per cent have Italian citizenship, but the rest are immigrants, 
many from Romania and the Balkans. We suspect that the Gypsies 
are being identified only so that they can be expelled.'  She added: 
'A third of Neapolitan children don't go to school at all or have to 
repeat years. Illiteracy here is at Third World levels. The children 
who live on the outskirts of Naples, in the Spanish quarters and in 
Piscinola, San Giovanni a Teduccio, Poggioreale, Secondigliano 
and Torre del Greco, they are all the same, they hate school, their 
teachers and the selectivity of the system. They hate Italy and the 
Italians, too. Many are the children of Russian immigrants, but 
they are not fingerprinted or treated as outlaws. You cannot have 
one law for the Roma and one law for everyone else.'  At the core 
of the issue, according to human rights groups, are several key 
politicians. One of them is Umberto Bossi, head of the Northern 

 



 

League, a small party of restyled former Fascists, anti-immigrant 
forces and traditional conservatives. Bossi has emerged as Italy's 
kingmaker, the power player who was key in returning Silvio 
Berlusconi to office in the recent elections and who many believe 
will continue to call the shots. Bossi and three other members of 
his party were given choice seats in the new cabinet, including 
control of the Interior Ministry, which oversees police and most 
domestic security. Bossi is a man who once advocated shooting at 
boats bringing immigrants to Italy's shores.  The Northern League 
emerged in the early Nineties as a party advocating the secession 
of Italy's wealthier north from the rest of the country. The party 
these days has toned down the secession rhetoric. Instead, it 
campaigns for more autonomy and 'devolution' of central 
government powers to regional authorities. Bossi was named 
Minister for Reforms in the new government, an ideal platform for 
changing the law to give more autonomy to the north. 
 
Another cabinet post went to the Northern League's colourful 
Roberto Calderoli, best remembered for appearing on TV in a T-
shirt emblazoned with a cartoon of the Prophet Muhammad, and 
for planning to parade pigs on land where Muslims were 
attempting to build mosques. Berlusconi's other main partner in 
government is the National Alliance, a party formed as a successor 
to Mussolini's Fascists. Its leader, Gianfranco Fini, who has 
struggled to distance himself from his neofascist past, became 
speaker of the lower chamber of parliament.  Yet Giuliano Ferrara, 
formerly Berlusconi's media spokesman and now a prominent 
editor and TV pundit, claims the rise of the right is a myth. 'It was 
entirely predictable that once Berlusconi returned to power a Greek 
chorus would appear to warn us all that Italian democracy is in 
danger, that Italy is introducing mass deportations and 
concentration camps,' he said. 'In reality, violence against 
immigrants and Gypsies has been limited.' The true problem, 
Ferrara says, is that Italy, more than any other country in Europe, 
has had to cope with an influx of immigrants who end up living in 

 



 

poverty on the edges of cities - the very margins in which Italy's 
own poorest people live. 'There is no ethnic persecution in Italy,' 
Ferrara insists. 'To draw broad comparisons with what 
happened to the Jews, who were exterminated, is 
irresponsible.' 
 
Ironically, Europe is supposedly in the middle of a 'Decade of 
Roma Inclusion', a €30 bn project launched by the EU in 2005 
when the governments of the countries with the largest Roma 
populations - Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Hungary, 
Macedonia, Montenegro, Romania, Serbia and Slovakia - agreed to 
close the gap in education, employment, health and housing. Ask 
the Gypsies themselves and they will tell you it has had little effect 
on their lives. As the Open Society Institute, funded by billionaire 
George Soros, who has widely supported the Roma, said in a 
recent report, most governments see the answer to the Roma 
problem in terms of 'sporadic measures' rather than coherent 
policies. When asked what lay at the heart of the problem, one 
MEP said: 'Look. We want to help them. We don't lack the laws 
and we don't lack the money. The problem is political will in 
countries like Italy and, ultimately, the Roma themselves - many 
don't want to be part of society, even if society is trying to help 
them. There is no trust, only bitterness and scepticism. In the case 
of Italy, it is on both sides.'   'My name is Veronica Selimovic and I 
am Italian,' cries the barefoot Gypsy child as she skips nimbly 
through mud and oil-slicked puddles at Camp Nomadi Aurelia on 
the outskirts of Rome. Young men stand among graveyards of 
wrecked cars and rusting bodywork, smoking smuggled cigarettes. 
All around us are burnt tyres, cartridge cases, condoms. The 
Gypsies are restless. They look prepared to leave in the dead of 
night; they claim it is with good reason. The political figure now 
presiding over their camp is the National Alliance's Gianni 
Alemanno, who was elected mayor of Rome in April. As he took 
office his supporters gave the Fascist salute, chanting 'Duce, Duce'. 
 

 



 

Clutching a black and white photograph of her father, 60-year-old 
Satka Selimovic's glaucomic eyes water and droop as she recalls 
her life on the fringes of Italian society. 'I was born in Italy, on the 
outskirts of Venice, after the Second World War. My family 
thought life would offer us a second chance. I told this to my own 
children, that life would turn out to be better and they say this to 
my granddaughter, Veronica. People may say we are bitter and to 
blame for our own isolation, but we tell each new generation of 
Roma they will be included and accepted and each time it feels like 
a betrayal.' 
                                                                                                                                     
©  Guardian 
***************************************************** 
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   European shame over the Roma question 
                                     by Julian Popov  
 
London, United Kingdom - Earlier this year, the European 
Commission published one of those beautiful documents called a 
"Communication" under the title "An EU Framework for National 
Roma Integration Strategies up to 2020". 
 
The idea is to force the EU member states to devise their own 
national strategies for dealing with the Roma question. And this 
week, the Bulgarian government will dutifully accept a national 
strategy for Roma integration. The Communication is a result of 
lobbying, horror and the inadequate behaviour of President 
Sarkozy of France.  Many organisations lobby for Roma rights. 
However, most of them are weak, they rarely include any Roma 
people, they haven't brought about any meaningful political change 
and they can't even attract the attention of mainstream politicians.  
That is why the birth of the EU Roma "Communication" needed a 
second push. When the European Union accepted 10 new states 
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from Eastern Europe nobody realised that the enlargement came 
with the largest, and most deprived, ethnic minority. And nobody 
wanted to know.  Once the enlargement was a fact, Western Europe 
realised that five million Gypsies had entered the sparkling club 
and a few more million might come with the future enlargement. 
 
This led to silent horror and fear. People were watching 
documentaries about Romas selling babies and running highway 
prostitution rings gasping in disbelief about what was happening 
on what was already EU territory and sinking into silent denial. 
European politicians did not go much further than replacing the 
term Gypsies with 'Roma', which they thought was more politically 
correct (which it is not, by the way).   At this point, Sarkozy came 
to the rescue. With his typical cartoon patriotic spontaneity, he 
ordered the expulsion of a group of Gypsies from France back to 
Romania. The EU Justice Commissioner Viviane Reding spotted a 
good high-profile opportunity, leapt against him and compared his 
act to the behaviour of German Nazis. The silence was broken; 
many Roma activists came out of the dark and suddenly lit up like 
long-forgotten Christmas decorations all over the house. The 
European Commission prepared its "Communication" and now the 
European governments, mainly in the New Member States, started 
preparing national strategies. As one of the Bulgarian papers quite 
correctly put it: "The Government will adopt a Roma integration 
strategy in order to get access to European funds." 
 
A passing guilt complex 
The question of whether the national strategies for Roma 
integration will work has a simple answer: they will not. The 
question of whether the European funds for Roma integration will 
be absorbed also has a simple answer: they will. 
 
There are three problems. The first is that all of these strategies are 
prepared without the participation of Roma people. They do not 
reflect the views of Europe's estimated 10-12 million-strong Roma 

 



 

population, and they cannot. The European Parliament has only 
one person of Roma origin. Around 10 per cent of the Bulgarian 
population is Roma, but there is exactly one half-Roma member in 
the 240 seats of the Bulgarian parliament.  
 
The second problem is that strategies for Roma integration are 
based on a guilt complex which European citizens only feel 
intermittently - in the face of specific campaigns. But once a BBC 
documentary or an award winning Czech film about the plight of 
Gypsies is replaced in our mind by a flood in the Far East, a 
drought in Africa or a child abuse case in the Catholic Church; the 
Roma case will be forgotten.  Yes, there will always be some 
concerned EU Commissioner, a few MPs or Madonna asking 
during her Bucharest concert why Romanians discriminate against 
the Gypsies (she was several boo’d for several minutes), but it is 
very unlikely that "Roma integration" or the "Roma inclusion" will 
be of lasting concern to citizens across Europe - East or West. 
 
Finally, the third problem is that the majority of Gypsies are in 
Eastern Europe, where there is no money and where there are no 
traces of political correctness. While European money to address 
the Roma question will be accepted with resentment and spent in 
full, these funds will by no means be sufficient to move the Roma 
cause forward. A permanent flow of substantial funds through 
national budgets is necessary if the problem is going to be solved 
with money.  
 
There is also another fundamental question based on the fact that 
we do not know the best way to solve the Roma question. Why 
should we assume that "integration" is the right solution? And what 
does integration mean?  In Romania and Bulgaria, for example, 
one of the acts of integration is not allowing Gypsies to drive their 
horse carts on roads and in towns (similar to the American laws 
that do not allow RVs to park on City streets). This policy does not 
integrate the Gypsy with his horse cart into the life of the country: 

 



 

it separates the Gypsy from the horse cart, sends him on a course 
for waiters or to study MS Office and, when the training - probably 
paid for with EU money - finishes, society concludes in the end 
that the Gypsies cannot be integrated.  The truth is that we know 
very little about the Roma beyond the reported horror stories and 
the general prejudices that occupy our minds. We don't speak their 
language, we don't understand their traditions and moral code, we 
don't know how many of them there are, we don't differentiate 
between their unique communities and we do not have the slightest 
idea what they think about us.  Even many civil society 
organisations treat their Roma engagements with frustration or 
condescending humour. 
 
A long history of marginalisation 
Not only do we not know enough about the Gypsies, but we don't 
want to know. And we simply don't want them around. And when I 
say "we" I mean a very wide "we" - educated and uneducated 
Romanians, Bulgarians, Hungarians, Czechs and Slovaks, Eastern 
European politicians, French presidents and Welsh mayors. Last 
year, a Welsh mayor said that Hitler had the "right idea about how 
to deal with Gypsies".  At least he showed some knowledge about 
the history of Roma persecution.   Hitler started his ethic cleansing 
with the Gypsies, when he got away with it, he went on to bigger 
things. In fact, he did not start the persecution of the Gypsies - he 
inherited elaborate discriminatory legislation specifically designed 
to keep the Gypsies away. Germany had anti-Gypsy laws since the 
end of 19th century. During the early days of Nazism, existing 
anti-Gypsy measures were strengthened and led to mass 
sterilisation and murder. 
 
It is believed that under Communism, hundreds of Gypsy women 
were sterilised in Czechoslovakia. Human rights organisations 
claim that the practice continued after 1989. A couple of years ago, 
a Bulgarian Facebook group appeared under the title - "Sterilise 
first the Gypsies and then the dogs" (There are a lot of street dogs 

 



 

in Bulgaria and there are debates about whether it is humane to 
sterilise them.)  The group quickly gathered 20,000 members, and 
then grew by several hundred every a day. It took some time to 
take it off Facebook. In the meantime, model citizens - most of 
them with higher education - with detailed personal profiles, 
family and wedding pictures, proudly listing their professional 
achievements publishing their names, addresses, emails and mobile 
numbers were competing with each other about who could suggest 
a better method for getting rid of the Gypsies. 
 
The imagination of the Bulgarian Facebook middle classes 
significantly surpassed the practices of the Nazis. According to 
Bulgarian law, many of the members of this group could have been 
prosecuted and even jailed for up to four years. Yet, no one in 
Bulgaria or anywhere in the European Union reacted. 
 
The EU wants to be the perfect land, but it can't. If it wants to be at 
least a land of real diversity it will have to learn more about its 
own minorities before trying to integrate them. This does not mean 
that we must not work hard to secure equal treatment for Gypsies, 
but that we must also work hard to preserve some level of respect 
and dignity for this centuries-old nation. 
 
Future EU Communications on National Roma Strategies should 
be based on much better knowledge of their society and prepared 
with their participation.  
    
_____________________________________________________                                                                                                  
Julian Popov is a journalist, consultant, director of the UK charity 
organisation, Friends of Bulgaria, and chairman of the Board of 
Directors at the Bulgarian School of Politics. 
Follow him on Twitter: @julianpopov   
                      
COMMENTS 
Jan Christian Rübsam 3 weeks ago   You are giving a completely 

 



 

biased and one-sided view on the Roma issue without showing that 
there are reasons for all those actions that went against them. 
What's the problem with sending back Roma from France if they 
are not legally in France and also break the French laws. Due to the 
extensive past persecution, Roma found their ecological niche in 
criminality because they were not allowed to work normally for 
centuries. Now the ban has been lifted but the mentality still is 
within a large part of the Roma population. In my city, we have 
special help programs for Roma people (mostly those coming from 
Kosovo in the most recent time) that gives Roma people a normal 
job and a normal home but hardly any Roma applies for it. Why? 
Because the only condition is that they send their children to 
school. This cycle of lack of education, very patriarchical society 
and extremely high fertility (and those children will also not get 
education) makes it worse and worse every year. Because much of 
the Roma population is in the hands of a few very powerful 
criminal clans, it is very hard for individual Roma families to break 
out of this vicious cycle. We cannot solve the Roma problem 
without somehow getting Roma children to school and later 
university. If the parents are not willing to send them to school, the 
state has to force them. 
*  
David Berg 3 weeks ago    Jan, I know nothing about the issues 
you address.  Interestingly though, the cycle you describe isn't 
endemic to the Romanian, Bulgarian & other eastern european 
cultures only.  Assimilation into the culture of the host nations 
culture for any group of immigrants is ageless.  I find it odd, since 
logic seems to dictate that integrating to any nation would be best 
and most seamlessly accomplished by at least respecting the laws 
and at least some of the culture of the host country.  Here in the 
US, after our Vietnam debacle, millions of SE Asians came to 
America and our Asian community is a growing and very valuable 
addition to our nation.  The same applies to our large and growing 
Somali population, which is quickly becoming part of the fabric of 
our constitutional republic.  The interesting aspect of our Somali 

 



 

citizens is that despite having religious roots as devout Islamics, 
their hard work, willingness to seek education for their children 
and their industriousness has permitted them to become valued 
members of our society as well. 
*   
baz Familiar Face  3 weeks ago   I know they live in your city a 
lots, but some of them are fundamentalists too. Now asian 
americans have the highest education rate and earning in the 
USA(Indian, Korean, Japan and Chinese etc). If the gypsies were 
integrated in europe long time ago, then there were no problems.   
* 
David Berg 3 weeks ago   
I think you're right in that observation baz  
* 
Aungsan Familiar Face  3 weeks ago  
Thank you for showing that bigotry and discrimination is alive and 
well in Europe, perhaps you don't understand that Roma, as all 
minorities, have a different way of living, have a different 
perception of life, and don't want to be indoctrinated (THANK 
YOU) into accepting rules that have never applied for them, if 
Europeans want to solve the clash that comes because of this they 
should start by understanding this simple fact, instead of judging, 
condemning and applying standards that do not make any sense for 
a population that is largely nomadic... as usual, the white man's 
bigot burden. 
* 
Djon Bridge 3 weeks ago   You are ignoring the criminality.  That 
is also a bigot's burden -- against the white man, in this case?  
Roma has a very extensive and well-documented record of 
criminality.  In Spain [Barcelona] during the '80s, I witnessed them 
auctioning off slaves in their community market.  Their propensity 
for theft is well known, and to deny it is to avoid confronting the 
fact that both sides -- the Roma and the societies within which they 
live, and upon whom they also prey, need to make adjustments.  
My mother was accosted by them in front of me, on the streets of 

 



 

Rome, for the purpose of robbery, when I was six years old. By 
Roma women. Blame "the white man" if you like, but you are just 
perpetuating the hatred and misunderstanding rather than 
supporting solutions. 
* 
Aungsan Familiar Face  3 weeks ago    Actually I agree with you 
that any criminality must be stopped, the respect should go both 
ways, but when I say both ways I mean both ways, you cannot 
expect them to suddenly become office clerks or who knows what, 
they also have their own traditions that are not criminal, and you 
know, kicking them out of one country is not going to solve 
anything. 
 *  
Thomas_Newfield 3 weeks ago   "...criminality must be stopped" 
- sounds like too easy a "solution" to me.   Where I live (Kent, 
England) there are many farms owned by large local landowners. 
Around these and also to many smaller local tradesmen, vans drive 
during the day and night, it's locally said by gypsies who steal 
tools, machinery and metal. Much is also bought back by 
tradesmen at knock-down rates - knowing it's knocked off - stolen 
- kit. These people (Gypsies) have lived here for generations. 
"Normal" working life in the towns is difficult to sustain, often 
hard and dull. Personally I have some sympathy for this lifestyle 
- though I think I'm in a tiny minority. It certainly seems to have 
its "niche" in the local economy. 
*    
nikkkom Top 100  3 weeks ago   > you cannot expect them to 
suddenly become office clerks or who knows what   Can I expect 
them to (at least try to) become, say, construction workers, or to 
work in supermarkets? You know, there are many jobs don't require 
much of education. 
* 
Johnny Simson  2 weeks ago  Why not naturalize them and give 
citizenship with equal rights? 
* 

 



 

baz Familiar Face  3 weeks ago   You don't do as Roma's do as 
you described, because you have a job, white man with power than 
those street people like Romas. Why they are doing those things? I 
think to survive in that white dominated, discriminated society of 
yours. If they had jobs, educations and houses, they do not do 
those things. They were discriminated for hundreds of years. 
 *  
nikkkom Top 100  3 weeks ago   They are not discriminated in 
Europe any more. And they _can_ find a job. It's just that very 
large fraction of them _does not want_ to find a legal job. 
 *  
Carl Lager 3 weeks ago    We have a lot of immigrants in Europe 
that has lived here for much shorter time and has much blacker 
skin that does just fine and live normal european lives. For 
example, Asians are as always very productive and talented in 
business so they often have more power and money then your 
"dominating white men". You dont have any idea what you are 
talking about. Sounds like you are describing animals in the 
Savannah. 
* 
Ari Lee 3 weeks ago    Is it a crime to trespass on private property 
or is it a crime to own land?.. Is it a crime to use drugs and 
prostitute or is it a crime to persecute adults for their "self-
harming" free choice?... Is it a crime to steel from rich or is it a 
crime to make profit from poor?  I don't idealize Gypsies - I have 
been mugged and robbed by them...I don't blame Gypsies for in 
my childhood they were my playmates and I was exposed to their 
violent, passionate and colorful world... With my own lukewarm, 
soul-emptying, sterile culture I am not the one to judge... let their 
world be... 
*  
Jin (仁)3 weeks ago Aungsan, thank you. voice of reason on so 
many al jaz articles.  best wishes, 
*  
Aungsan Familiar Face  3 weeks ago   Thanks Jin, the same goes 

 



 

to you on disinfo. 
Best wishes from the other side of the world. 
* 
La Voix des Rroms 3 weeks ago "a population that is largely 
nomadic" - this is not true. About 96% of European Rroms are 
sedentary, and have been such for centuries  
 *  
Aungsan Familiar Face  3 weeks ago   Thanks for the correction, 
do you know if they own the property were they live?  
* 
Adem Ademi 3 weeks ago  
Angusan, I believe that you need to advance step further by 
researching on the Roma in Europe. "Do you know if they own the 
property were they live" - this question clearly indicates that we 
don't know much about the Roma. About 60% of the Roma own 
their property they live in Europe. Check on Ex-Yugoslavian 
countries.  I see that our personal prejudices prevail in the 
comments and questions we share here. Unfortunately those are 
built on tv articles, stories that our grandmothers used to tell us, or 
gossips at the neighbors.  I would recommend that comprehensive 
reading or research is done on the Roma in Europe before we share 
our comments. Seeing the Roma through the prism of couple of 
Romanian Roma is pure stereotyping, but careful scan on National 
Policies in Eastern Europe and their lack of inclusiveness, direct 
ignorance on the equal participation and human rights violations 
may evoke new horizons of views.  
 *  
Aungsan Familiar Face  3 weeks ago   I agree with you, my 
question was posed in order to open the debate and let people that 
have a more direct contact to share their knowledge, personally I 
see Roma through the prism of the gypsies in my own country, 
Colombia, they are a population that has largely been persecuted 
and stigmatized, for what I know about the history of European 
gypsies, they have suffered this also. 
*  

 



 

Thomas_Newfield 3 weeks ago   Do you have a reference for 
that? Sure, for a couple of generations Gypsies have been forced to 
settle in dirty, dull sink estates - the Czech republic and Spain 
spring to mind. Most I believe have little desire to move around 
constantly in our overcrowded lands with their byelaws, carparks 
and commodity land ownership. Does this figure include the many 
forced to move on by fearful, often bigoted people such as in 
Essex, England recently? 
*   
nikkkom Top 100  3 weeks ago  > Roma, as all minorities, have a 
different way of living, have a  different perception of life, and 
don't want to be indoctrinated into accepting rules  Sorry, but this 
is stupid. Laws should be the same for everyone. If Roma culture 
says that it's ok to steal, this does not make stealing performed by 
Roma legal. 
*    
Aungsan Familiar Face  3 weeks ago   Nikkom, if there is a time 
I want to know what a Russian stealing Palestinian land thinks of 
Roma, I let you know, otherwise I couldn't care less what you think 
is stupid or not. I already said that there should be respect among 
sides, that includes things that are in detriment of others. 
*  
Johnny Simson Top 100  2 weeks ago   You are the one living on 
stolen land. Shame on you 
*  
Jernej Cesar 3 weeks ago   Aungsan, you've shown only 
ignorance about the Roma. First of all, there isn't as much ethnic 
discrimination as you think, in many places we interact with them 
on daily basis and we all get along. Gypsies most of all want 
normal and comfortable life, and only a tiny part of them 
remains nomadic. They now have their own Romani 
kindergartens and Romani language is taught in some primary 
schools. Unfortunately a large part of Roma makes living with 
criminal activities, and this is what we Europeans want to stop. A 
lot of honest Gypsies are afraid of the criminals too, and gladly 

 



 

work with police to flush them out. Drug addiction is a serious 
problem in their community too. 
* 
baz Familiar Face  3 weeks ago  
You are right in many stuffs, but there are many many white 
european illegals in France too, but laws are not used against them, 
but for gypsies, black and muslims 
 *  
David Berg 3 weeks ago    baz, again I don't know enough about 
the situation described in the article to have an opinion 
* 
Carl Lager 3 weeks ago 
It has nothing to do with skin color. Gypsies live all over europe 
and has done for several hundred years. First gypsies came to 
Sweden in 1600 something. I dont know any gypsies myself. I 
only hear what people that has gypsie neighbour says and its 
not very nice. An "Us versus them"-culture is very deeply rooted. 
You are free to exploit the social system, your neighbour or the 
supermarket as you wish.   But again, this is hardly facts. This is 
what the neighbour told me, what the lady at the supermarket told 
me. 
*   
Tubig Gannon 3 weeks ago   "Future EU Communications on 
National Roma Strategies should be based on much better 
knowledge of their society and prepared with their participation." 
Where are the Gypsies when they are needed to account for 
themselves, to stand up and be counted and reckoned with, so they 
can have some say on their future and destiny rather than have 
others decide it for them? If the Gypsies are going to be properly 
recognized, they must show that they are worthy of it, that they 
can contribute positively to society. Privacy is well and good, but 
silence often leads to misunderstanding. 
*    
Jana Veronika 3 weeks ago    yeah this is good advice, but they 
tend to be `racist` toward non-gypsies, of course not all, but I doubt 

 



 

that majority likes to share their lives with non-gypsie of 
community. They prefer to keep their culture and customs. It was 
big mistake that society started to asimilate them in big extent 
without any respect. if you know their community rules, they are 
only little compatible with western `culture`, including kids and 
women rights. Unfortunately, in opposte to past, the gypsy 
community is increasingly materialistic - 
*  
Tubig Gannon 3 weeks ago    "the gypsy community is 
increasingly materialistic"; then they are no different than about 
90% of the free world, or the 1% in the US, would you say? 

V Ari Lee 3 weeks ago 
Can you integrate wolves into dog pack?  Probably with enough 
"incentives" and "surgical strikes" you can... Send some drones, for 
God's sake, take out their "criminal leaders"...   
* 
Natasha L. Lamoreux 3 weeks ago 
Thank you, Julian Popov, for this insightful article, particularly 
regarding the discussion about what integration really means. This 
is a good piece, but it, like virtually everything written about the 
Roma in Europe, overlooks a missing critical piece to the puzzle 
which is combating the racist and prejudiced attitudes that are so 
deeply entrenched in non-Roma Europeans, as evidenced by the 
hateful, bigoted and just plain ignorant comments to this piece (and 
to every article published about the Roma). The EU, UN and the 
NGO sector can and should continue to dedicate significant efforts 
to offer direct services to the Roma, but "Europeanizing" them, 
making them more palatable to Europeans won't erase the 
persistent negative stereotypes that the majority of Europeans hold 
about them.  
 
It's time to start putting the focus on bigotry where it lies. Spend 
some money educating (and re-educating) non-Roma 

 



 

European adults and children about who the Roma in their 
communities really are, and expose the complex and intersecting 
disadvantages (acute poverty, lack of education, justified mistrust 
of European institutions and political systems, racism, sexism, and 
so on) which drive some Roma to crime and participation in the 
grey and black markets (usually the only markets to which they 
have access). Non-Roma Europeans need to have a frank 
discussion about how their prejudicial attitudes contribute to Roma 
identity formation and the internalization of those negative 
stereotypes about them. 
* 
nikkkom Top 100  3 weeks ago I  > Spend some money educating 
(and re-educating) non-Roma European adults and children 
about who the Roma in their communities really are. 
LOL. We are painfully aware who Roma are. This is a group of 
people whose culture has next to no respect to honest work, and 
considers all kinds of cheating and stealing as legitimate. 
"Educating" others that Roma culture is something different than it 
really is, is what used to be called "lying" in pre-PC times. 
*  
Jernej Cesar 3 weeks ago     You mean Europeans should allow 
them to arrange child marriages and squat on property that they 
don't own? Learn something about Gypsy culture and mentality if 
you really wish to help them. You're pushing stereotypes mixed 
with 'white guilt'. Most Gypsies DON'T live in acute poverty, some 
are filthy rich, I suggest you visit Buzescu village near Bucharest. 
Gypsies consider agriculture 'dirty' that's why they don't farm. And 
they won't educate until they can live off welfare money or earn a 
fortune by collecting scrap metal. Those few who do go to 
university and become professionals are often shunned by their 
society. 
 *  
Atanas Ivanov 3 weeks ago  “The question of whether the 
national strategies for Roma integration will work has a simple 
answer: they will not. The question of whether the European 

 



 

funds for Roma integration will be absorbed also has a simple 
answer: they will." I agree with the first answer, still we can argue 
much about the second one, as history shows that these funds are 
not easy to adsorb...at all. This is not Greece, but Bulgaria 
* 
baz Familiar Face  3 weeks ago  
Gypsies can be integrated like you, but you have to change your 
mean mind, means all slavic Bulgarians. I know many educated 
bulgarians, they have similar antI-turk, anti-gypsy mentalities, 
because they think that they are superiors. Your people suffered 
many times in wars, because your people sided with wrong people. 
Look at Swiss and some scandinavian countries did not 
participated or supported in last world wars and they were fine.  
* 
Tobiassen 3 weeks ago 
So what you're saying is that there are more of us Gypsies than 
there are Jews in Europe and that we can currently legally stay in 
any European city ever imaginable once we find work but might 
not be entitled to pay equal to the locals? Meh. There has got to be 
more to it than that! 
*  
baz Familiar Face  3 weeks ago      Total jews in Europe not more 
than 5-6 millions, but much more Roma or gypsies or Tsigan what 
they called. 
*    
Tobiassen 3 weeks ago   Thanks for your facts and consideration 
but if you only knew how sick and tired I have become of anti-
semites sneaking up on me and expressing their true feelings....... 
*    
baz Familiar Face  3 weeks ago     There are no anti or semites, 
but all we are human beings and should not exploit others or wage 
wars for benefits etc. Jews have bad history in the past and now, 
why most people do not like them, except their paid agents in the 
govts. 
*    

 



 

David Berg 3 weeks ago      Toby, I'm seriously curious about the  
people referred to as gypsies throughout Europe.  I've been 
mistaken I guess as I've always assumed them to be Romanian in 
origin.  I take it there is a lot of history there that gets overlooked 
by most media.  I'm very interested in your story and all sides of 
what appears to be quite a controversial issue.  Thanks for any help 
you can give on the subject. 
 * 
Tobiassen 3 weeks ago    As in any academic approach: there are 
at least four significant different groups of us. But really, how far 
did an analytic approach ever get us? Leva livet! 
*   
Jana Veronika 3 weeks ago   just to clarify the name of state - 
ROMANIA - has nothing to do with Roms or 
gypsies\zingaros\tsigans The Romania - is originated from - last of 
provinces of ancient Rome. 
*  
baz Familiar Face  3 weeks ago      While I lived a decade in the 
USSR as student found that gypsies were badly treated by the govt, 
but not like other eastern European countries. They lived mostly 
outside city in rundown shacks with many children and begged in 
the city mostly and some are I saw were doing as the other people 
of USSR. In Russia they called them "Tsigan" There are many 
problems with the Romas, because they were always outcast 
people in the white dominated society, but it is not only their faults, 
but the majority people in Eastern Europe. Most racists are Czechs, 
Slovaks, Bulgarians, former Yugoslavians, and Romanians etc. 
Their govt did not spent any money to educated or welfare or 
integrate Roma’s in their societies at all. French are mostly 
inherited racists; forget about Sarcozy or his brothers like Jean-
Marie Le Pen and his supporters. It is very bizarre that East 
Europeans think themselves white and better than Roma’s, but 
western Europeans think that East Europeans are lower caste 
among whites. One of my Bulgarian friends told other Bulgarian 
that look at our face and black hair that we are not fully Europeans, 

 



 

but Turkish, because he was talking bad about Bulgarian Muslims 
of Turkish origin. I saw sometimes ago a doc about Roma’s 
begging, doing illegal stuffs in Spain, Italy and other European 
countries and sending money in Romania and some of them built 
villas there and completely changed the pic of that part of 
Romania. 
*    
baz Familiar Face  3 weeks ago    There is a beautiful movie 
made by Russia. You can watch online. Queen of the Gypsies 
(Russian: Табор уходит в небо, lit. "The gypsy camp goes to 
heaven"; also known as Gypsies Are Found Near Heaven is a 1975 
Soviet film by Emil Loteanu, loosely based on various works by 
Maxim Gorky. Set in early 20th century Austria-Hungary, the film 
tells the love story between the gypsy girl Rada and the horse thief 
Zobar of Gorky's early 1892 short story "Makar Chudra" (Russian: 
Макар Чудра). One of the songs near the introduction of the film 
had become popular onYoutube as the "Gypsie Song".  It was the 
most attended movie in the Soviet Union in 1976, with 64.9 
million tickets sold. 
*  
onix nixes 3 weeks ago     among the 1000s of people who where 
sterilised in bulgaria were 100 of romas i am not sure if it fits the 
context that way. by comparing things to stufs , you sortta act as if 
that stuf was as real. certainly after 1991 , and in relation with 
membership of the eu, those fossil nazi and 'pre'nazi (probs the 
perps were 'nationalist', innit?) laws have been all abandoned?  
good old point it doesn't help s.e.t indeed. the old and new empires 
allways failed at integration, never went from a reasonable 
premise.  middle-class , and the lot of the normation holding it's 
uggly little grips on the misfortune of other people would if indeed 
prosecuted under the discrimination law criteria, not only loose 
their grip with misery (bound to soon elaborate new), but also clear 
the streets for some real revolutionairy practice;) 
* 
Thomas_Newfield 3 weeks ago 

 



 

Yes, some nice insights here. Try replacing "Gypsy" with "Jew" or 
"Jewish", and imagining it's 1936. All those references to "the 
Gypsy question", "the Gypsy problem". - - Wasn't the problem then 
one Europeans had with their own identity; with feelings of 
powerlessness, requiring scapegoats - which they then found. i.e: 
The only "problem" was with the European spirit.  In fact there 
was no "Jewish problem" as there is no "Gypsy problem" - unless 
you count the problem Gypsies might have with their 
scapegoating, jealous, head-burying ostrich neighbours!! 
* 
Jana Veronika 3 weeks ago  
The gypsies were second aim of holocaust - why is so little known 
about that? 
*  
TREANJE 3 weeks ago       I think you know why. 
*  
JimFlavin 3 weeks ago   Also homosexuals, socialists, 
communists - mentally retarded - and basically any dissenter - little 
known about them also - and I think we know the answer to that 
also . The Jews were the only ones to make big capital out of the 
Holocoust[s]- and they have done that big time. 
*  
baz Familiar Face  3 weeks ago   Jews made and making billions 
blackmailed by their so-called suffering for thousands of years and 
by the Germans and others. This is their another business to make 
money without shedding any swats. 
*    
Jernej Cesar 3 weeks ago   For centuries the people in the Balkans 
lived side-by-side with Gypsies, my grandparents still recall the 
days when Gypsies were nomads, and farmers would shelter them 
during harsh winters and even provide them food. Gypsies still 
have the option to integrate into the mainstream society, what 
Europeans expect from them is to give up some ill practices such 
as begging, crime and some backward practices such as forced 
marriages, and to send their children to school. Nonetheless, there 

 



 

is quite a number of rich and influential Gypsies in Bulgaria, and 
they are an important part of Bulgarian entertainment scene. Not 
all Gypsies are problematic, but their lack of communication 
with non-Gypsies makes it difficult to understand them better.  
Another problem is that Gypsies prefer the life of separation which 
reflects in proverb "Roma romensa, gadjo gadjensa" - a Gypsy 
with a Gypsy and a non-Gypsy with a non-Gypsy. If they wish to 
find a place in European society they have to give up such 
mentality. 
* 
Neslihan Kurosawa 3 weeks ago 
Hi there,   After preaching to the rest of the World, the value of 
actual Human Rights & having International Courts to protect the 
rights of minorities, women & children!!  It just seems ludicrous to 
say the least.  Of course the French are suffering from selective 
memories about their own past.  As well as proving that TALK IS 
CHEAP & ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDER THAN WORDS.  This is 
definitely a fine example of LIBERTE, EGALITE & JUSTICE 
FOR THE FRENCH ONLY!  I totally adore the methods & the 
logic behind all the recent things which have been dominating the 
world media & news papers.  Maybe Mr Nicholas Sarkozy is only 
after the French Nationalistic Votes??  Nothing more or less.  Even 
if it means that certain part of the French Society is a little bit 
inconvenienced, right?   Kind regards. 
*   
baz Familiar Face  3 weeks ago   French nationalists talk loud, 
when they find weak people, but when big gun like Germany or 
Russian or others in the past, they surrendered without fighting and 
gave their enemies their women for comforts. 
* 
Neslihan Kurosawa 3 weeks ago    Hi Baz,  You are very right & 
straight to the point.  It is a bit like the story of Marie Antoinette 
saying "let them eat cake".  An expression full of compassion & 
humanity. Happy New Year & all the best.   
* 

 



 

yourmamawearscombatboots 3 weeks ago  I agree, President 
Sarkozy should be ashamed of himself for his treatment of the 
Roma people.  
* 
JimFlavin 3 weeks ago 
Either we believe in multiculturism with all its problems and 
richness - or we believe in Nationalism- and its inevitable wars . 
* 
Jessi J. 3 weeks ago 
As someone who is concerned for Roma and the rise of vigilante 
and racist violence in these crisis times, I find some parts of this 
editorial disturbing.  I do agree with the author that some ideas 
regarding integration are problematic, though for VERY different 
reasons.  The multicultural theory that is behind his position is part 
of the problem, because it seeks to solve "integration" questions 
primarily by reifying cultures, as if cultures are bounded wholes.  
"integrating" in this way means  keeping one culture strong 
without threatening the dominant culture: the result is a continual 
divide AND a continued reaffirmation of the dominant "nation".  
The problem is that multiculturalism cannot be the PRIMARY way 
to integrate anyone. I see this as stemming from a new-left 
tradition, which has abandoned class politics and thus only 
exacerbates a war between the poor. It seems important to ask why 
racist violence has erupted in the past decades especially, to 
consider the fall of welfare and communist states. In other words, 
why the Left in the Western and Eastern countries are talking about 
culture, instead of jobs for all people, instead of social security for 
all people.   
 
Because the author here does not seem to understand the 
problematic theory behind his critiques, he actually makes a 
similar mistake as the persecutors of Roma, in that he treats Roma 
ONLY in cultural  "national" terms, without mentioning anything 
about their economic position in society, which is what is really 
relevant politically. This leads him to suggest that being trained as 

 



 

a waiter or user of MS Word are not worthy skillbuilding practices 
and thus do not deserve EU funding.  Dont get me wrong- I don't 
like that Bulgaria's 'inclusion' policies include criminalizing horse 
carriages.  My point is that the author sees "the gypsy problem" in 
a strikingly similar way as those who oppose 'gyspy culture', by 
seeing Roma as a culture minority "we know little about" and for 
whom waiting on tables or using MS word would appear 
unnatural.   Thus his own answer provides little in actually 
addressing the problem, which is that the majority of Roma live in 
poverty, and poverty is not natural but part of the capitalist system 
that has discriminated against them from the very beginning and 
which has always depended on scapegoating and divide-and-rule 
politics and criminalization of 'dangerous classes'.   
 
I am also disturbed in his dismissal of Roma activists.   Activists 
who I know happen to be  committed to political and economic 
equality for Roma through grassroots organization. What is more, 
in contrast to this author's assumptions, they also happen to be 
Roma themselves,  and from what I've seen more skillful with Ms 
word than with a horse carriage. 
* 
boredwell 2 weeks ago 
Gypsies account for 10 percent of Europe's population. They have 
resided in Europe for 6 centuries. Due to their "otherness" laws 
were put into place severely restricting Gypsies' habitation in 
towns. Their search for a suitably stable home denied by 
authorities, Gypsies were forced to become "wanders," itinerant 
traders, entertainers. These stereotypes have not only endured but 
have demonized Gypsies as "stateless" noncitizens undeserving of 
legal protection.  Attempts to categorize, classify Gypsies as social 
outliers has ensured the historical persistence of the superior-
inferior dialectic inherent in the social constructs "Gypsy, Roma, 
Sinti." with all the negative connotations which exist to present 
day. Gypsies are not identified by nationality and are rejected by 
the dominate majorities in their home countries.  Homogeneity is 

 



 

a zero sum goal when one group decides another group needs 
to be integrated  (In the US, Native American genocide 
followed by policies of forced reeducation and tribal 
containment has been a fiasco.) It's a demeaning imperial-
colonial concept and an insidious one.  Despite six hundred plus 
years of abject disenfranchisement, marginalization, vigilantism 
and mass murder, Gypsies have survived. Their strength and 
resiliency is their natural home, the home of an indomitable spirit. 
The real criminal here is man's cruelty to man and its 
accompanying mindset which endorses and sanctions human rights 
violations as "right and just. 
©  Julian Popov  
*****************************************************                   
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                 Growing up as a Gypsy 
 
                                 by: Sinead Ni Shunear 
 
     Source: Children of Minorities - Gypsies, edited by Sandro 
Costarelli, Unicef, 1992 
 
                                         OVERVIEW 
The world is currently in ferment, with contradictory trends 
creating widespread uncertainty and disquiet. On the one hand, 
there has been a vast cultural levelling: music, clothing, food and 
lifestyles are becoming more and more uniform, and this has been 
parallelled in the political sphere, with the major ideological 
divisions gone. On the other hand, there has been a resurgence of 
regionalism and ethnic conflict. Either trend, taken to extremes, 
may result in cultural impoverishment for all. There is an 
increasingly urgent need to find a middle way: a way to break 
down barriers and pool the resources of all without losing diversity 
in the process. In this context, the Gypsy issue is particularly 
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relevant. Gypsies are the minority par excellence a permanent 
minority, familiar for centuries in every European country but also 
in the United States, Latin America, Asia and Australia. The 
Gypsies present a microcosm of the challenge of inter-cultural 
coexistence. What we learn in the process of interacting with 
Gypsies can also help in our relations with other minorities. This 
may also provide insights of use in other contexts in which a 'folk' 
minority confronts an 'urban' majority, such as in the developing 
countries where interethnic urban situations are becoming 
increasingly evident. Most importantly, the Gypsy experience can 
teach us that seemingly straightforward questions - -such as health 
care, accommodation, school provision, vocational training - can 
become incredibly complicated in the context of interethnic 
dynamics. To ignore this fact is to condemn both cultural sides to 
an impasse of inappropriate responses, wasted resources and 
spiralling resentment. 
 
A further valuable insight may be gained by looking into the 
'Gypsy question': here is a people - or rather, many peoples - who 
have been absorbing what they consider useful from alien cultures 
for centuries, while remaining uncompromisingly themselves. Isn't 
this precisely the balance to aspire cowards in the 'new world' of 
intercultural coexistence? In this context, the Gypsies may really 
have something to teach us. 
 
                                  THE GYPSY CHILD 
Few topics are so emotive as child-rearing, and small wonder: it is 
the means by which we perpetuate our way of life, shape our own 
future, pass on our dreams. Over the past century, scores of 
scientific studies have been undertaken on the processes which 
transform infants into well-adjusted and responsible adults. But 
even a cursory review of the literature reveals that there is 
absolutely no practice which has not, in some period, been 
promoted as indispensable and, in another, condemned as 
irreparably harmful (Hardiment, 1983). Even a seemingly 

 



 

straightforward question like breastfeeding has long been a focus 
of heated controversy. 
 
There has, however, been a generally unanimous condemnation of 
Gypsy child-rearing practices. Glimpsed in the most superficial 
and fragmented ways, the common perception of Gypsy children 
sees them either 'running wild' in groups or sitting alone for hours 
pleading for money from passers-by. There is no apparent sign of 
parental supervision or any sort of education in practical or 
vocational skills.  Furthermore, there is a general conviction chat 
Gypsy parents spend their ill-gotten cash on drink and gold 
jewelry, while the best their malnourished, ragged children can 
hope for is not to be beaten. If such a picture were even close to the 
truth, its victims would desert en masse: Gypsy children would be 
only too anxious to assimilate into the non-Gypsy world, or at least 
to escape such intolerable home situations. But even those Gypsy 
children judged by social workers to be at risk, and removed into 
care by authorities, remain fiercely loyal to their parents and 
families. The Gypsy family must be doing something right! 
 
"The child occupies a central position in the social and cultural 
world of Gypsies regard-less of group affiliation or national origin. 
Researchers unanimously praise the care bestowed upon the Gypsy 
child by all members of the family and the community. This 
intensive care exists in tandem with distinctive respect for the 
child's independence: the Gypsy child eats, sleeps, and plays when 
he wants subject only to the requirement of remaining within sight 
of family or community members." In contrast to the patterns of 
industrial culture, "socialisation [of the Gypsy child] is carried on 
by the group rather than the nuclear family... Children live in a 
climate of freedom within the extended family, where affective 
warmth and permissiveness dominate. Early on, young children 
participate in communal life and wish to accede to the status of 
adult. The feelings of belonging to a family, the way of life that 
brings together all the family in a very small space, and 

 



 

participation in the parents' professional activities reinforce the 
wholeness of the group, often opposed to the hostility or the 
incomprehension of external society" (Charlemagne, 1983).  The 
Gypsy child lives in a community which supports and reinforces 
his sense of belonging: he is never alone. And like all members of 
his family, the Gypsy child lives in a perpetual 'now'. He expresses 
his moods, his needs, his wants directly; and receives an immediate 
and attentive response. The Gypsy model is one of immediacy, 
generosity and mutual assistance. Needs are met as they arise; so 
too, the Gypsy socio-economic system as a whole (as will be 
detailed later) is based on cultivating flexibility in order to respond 
to demands and opportunities as they arise.  Both on a physical and 
emotional level, the Gypsy child's needs are looked after not just 
by his immediate family, but by the community as a whole. This 
creates an intense emotional bonding and identification with the 
group, all the more so as it is surrounded by hostile outsiders. The 
independence of the Gypsy, child does not contradict the norms 
and values of the group but conforms to them, placing the child at 
a distance from the non-Gypsy world, if not directly at odds with 
it. Moreover, the time the Gypsy child spends in non-Gypsy 
environments is educational for him; increasing his knowledge of 
the alien world enables him to make it work more effectively to his 
advantage. 
 
                                          HEALTH 
Jan Yoors, a non-Gypsy who ran away with the Gypsies at the age 
of 12 and stayed with them for 10 years, tells the story of how he 
strutted proudly back to camp one day showing off a brand-new, 
expensive jacket. His adoptive father reached out and ripped the 
lapel as a reminder to him that it was, after all, merely an object, 
and should be kept in perspective (Yoors, 1967).  Gypsies make a 
clear distinction between superficial appearances which they 
largely ignore, and the invisible, intangible essence which is all 
important for them. Without an understanding of this 
differentiation, Gypsy children in ill-fitting, ill-matched or ragged 

 



 

clothing are all too often judged as neglected. On the contrary, the 
shirt may well be a couple of sizes off, but it has certainly been 
washed separately from foodstuffs and eating utensils. This refusal 
to mix objects belonging to different categories of cultural 
meaning is so crucial that it forms an impenetrable barrier between 
the Gypsy and those who do not share the same cultural 
distinctions. Surprisingly, this includes not only other Gypsy 
groups who do not observe identical principles, but all non-
Gypsies, who are seen as pervasively 'dirty' (regardless of how 
clean they might look). 
 
Nonetheless, the health needs of Gypsies are far from being met. 
They need to live in conditions which are not endemically 
unhealthy, but the rat-infested garbage dumps or cramped, 
prefabricated dwellings with no clean water or sewage that 
Gypsies are often forced to live in can literally be life--threatening. 
Statistics from country after country show that certain types of 
environment -related illnesses (especially of a gastric or respiratory 
nature) are particularly prevalent in Gypsy communities and that 
the incidence of these is typically several times higher for Gypsies 
than for the general population (see "Gypsy Children in Europe"). 
The question of Gypsy health is essentially the question of Gypsy 
accommodation, as the root cause of sickness and low life 
expectancy is so closely linked to environmental conditions. 
 
The Gypsy is his family and community, which means that the 
individual's health- and most particularly the child's health - must 
be addressed within the community context, taking full account of 
both objective aspects, such as unhealthy location and lack of 
facilities, and subjective ones, including beliefs about sickness and 
health.  On the surface, health-related questions, especially those of 
a serious and traumatic nature like infant mortality, offer common 
ground for Gypsy and non-Gypsy values. But Gypsy culture is folk 
culture in which the realms of medicine and religion remain 
closely intertwined. Hence, prevention and treatment may have 

 



 

more to do with faith and ritual than with scientific theories and 
practice. Such attitudes may, for example, explain the typically low 
take-up rate for immunisation of Gypsy children: the relevance of 
these practices may very often not be appreciated by Gypsy 
parents. The result is, however, that services often remain 
inaccessible to Gypsy children, and this applies not only to health 
care but to many fields affecting Gypsy welfare. A further health-
threatening factor for Gypsy communities is their reluctance to 
place themselves at the mercy of the non--Gypsy world. Medical 
intervention is typically sought as a last resort, and this is likely to 
be in a hospital emergency ward. There are a number of reasons for 
this: it is visible and accessible even to people who may be 
unfamiliar with the locality; it provides an immediate response to 
need; it is open 24 hours a day; it is impersonal, and thus not 
perceived as directly threatening; it is generally free of charge; and 
finally, it is large enough for the extended family group to gather in 
and keep vigil over the sick member. This solidarity is important 
for the Gypsy community as the combination of illness and 
displacement into the non-Gypsy world is extremely traumatic for 
both the patient and the extended family. It is, however, often a 
cause of major tension with non-Gypsy staff. 
 
An important exception to this avoidance of non-Gypsy institutions 
occurs in the life--or-death situation of newborn and/or sickly 
babies facing the harsh winter months in all too frequently 
subhuman conditions. In such circumstances, it is not uncommon 
for Gypsy -parents to place the at-risk child into foster care or 
hospital until the worst of the danger has passed. Unfortunately, an 
insufficient -understanding of regulations often means that Gypsy 
parents are accused of child abandonment and therefore have great 
difficulty regaining custody. 
 
                                       EDUCATION 
"The Gypsy family has retained substantial responsibilities across 
a wide range of services - recreational, health, educational, 

 



 

economic, religious and so on - that are normally identified as 
functions of the traditional family and for which, among 
contemporary house--dwellers, responsibility has been transferred 
to [external] institutions. It is partly the non-transference of these 
functions to external institutions that has identified the Gypsy 
family as anachronistic in the eyes of local an central government 
officers" (Adams, et al.). Of these family functions, the one which 
excites the most emotive debate is education: the process through 
which the child is pre-pared for full participation in his community. 
 
From a non-Gypsy perspective, the Gypsy family fails to impart 
many indispensable skills. Therefore, Gypsy children are 
frequently classed as 'backward' in school- either as 'cognitively 
deficient' or as mentally retarded - and school provision is tailored 
accordingly (see "Gypsy Children in Europe"). Strangely, illiteracy 
among Gypsy children is perceived as far more alarming than 
Gypsy infant mortality rates, and schooling is therefore considered 
a more urgent need than accommodation. Indeed, education is 
often promoted as the panacea to Gypsy problems: in the popular 
imagination, it will eliminate illiteracy, familiarize Gypsies with 
mainstream culture and values, and eventually enable them to get 
jobs and better themselves financially.  However, despite 
considerable efforts made by school authorities, the picture is the 
same for Gypsies everywhere: only about a third of Gypsy children 
of primary school age are enrolled in school, with many of these 
attending only irregularly. Attendance ceases altogether at about 
age 12, when Gypsy pupils typically leave school still functionally 
illiterate. Why does this happen? 
 
Part of the answer lies with Gypsy parents' attitudes and practices: 
they see school as synonymous, not with 'education for life' (since 
the family provides that), but with literacy'. And as Gypsy culture 
is a non-literate, oral one, their attitudes to literacy are complex 
and ambivalent: literacy is suspect, because it increases contact 
with alien ideas; it is also seen as 'difficult'. Coming from non--

 



 

literate homes, Gypsy children do not have the cultural expectation 
that literacy will be painlessly acquired in primary school, nor do 
they have access to story-books or parental help with homework 
that are common features of non-Gypsy children's home life (at 
least in middle-class families).   But Gypsy parents are also 
pragmatic. Their children generally remain non-literate until they 
decide that it is an essential skill. In the meantime, resistance to 
literacy -whether conscious or not - is a form of ethnic self 
assertion. Seen in this light, it is clear why the child's 'failure' in 
school may be viewed by his parents as a successful resistance to 
acculturation into an alien, suspect and hostile world. 
 
Gypsy parents' attitudes to non-Gypsy education are further 
complicated by the need for their children to learn skills which are 
of use to their own community. This they do by watching and 
copying their parents and other older members of the extended 
family. Moreover, children's help, including minding younger 
children, fetching water and earning money, is a crucial 
contribution to the family and community. From this perspective, it 
becomes evident that the time Gypsy children spend in school is 
time spent away from - and to the disadvantage of - their families.  
Furthermore, school as an institution within non-Gypsy cultures 
serves a primary function of socializing children to take their place 
in non-Gypsy society. This process entails a great deal that is at 
odds with the goals and methods of the Gypsy socialization 
process. Strict timetables, immobility, group discipline and 
obedience to a single authority figure all conflict with Gypsy 
emphasis on immediacy, flexibility and shared authority. 
Moreover, and strangely for the Gypsy child, school treats him as 
an individual rather than as a member of his family: brothers and 
sisters are separated by age, and parents have no say in the 
classroom. 
 
While at school, the Gypsy child is immersed in an alien world. 
From the Gypsy parents' perspective, this has its positive side: their 

 



 

children must get to know and understand the non-Gypsy world in 
order to coexist with it. On the other hand, it is also threatening for 
them: their children may begin to internalize non-Gypsy cultural 
models. Therefore, the school experience is seen as best kept to a 
minimum, and normally ceases altogether when, at puberty; the 
Gypsy child reaches the point of adulthood within his culture.  Yet 
many Gypsy parents are adamant that their children should master 
non-Gypsy skills, and are willing to send their children to school. 
The fact that their children emerge illiterate is probably due to the 
school's failure to take their particular needs into sufficient 
account. In every European country, a highly disproportionate 
number of Gypsy children spend their entire school career in 
'special' classes specifically for them or, even more detrimentally, 
for the mentally handicapped. In either case, it is unlikely that the 
teacher has had any training in the realities of Gypsy culture. The 
Gypsy child's cultural difference is generally greeted with hostility 
by schoolmates, and not infrequently by teachers as well. As a 
general rule, teachers' expectations of Gypsy children are so low 
that little effort is made to teach them.  This assumes, of course, 
that the Gypsy child can get into school in the first place. In reality, 
bureaucracy and discrimination frequently combine to leave many 
willing Gypsy pupils - even fully sedentary ones - -outside the 
school gates. Additional practical problems, such as school 
transport and the cost of uniforms and books, also have the effect 
of deterring many children. 
 
The trend among Gypsy families is towards an increased demand 
for non-Gypsy skills, with a view to incorporating them into the 
Gypsy life-style. There is therefore a growing need for these skills 
to be made available with no cultural strings attached. This 
requires a recognition and redressing of the problems outlined 
here, and more: an actively multicultural vision both of the class-
room and, naturally, of the broader social organization it reflects. 
 
                                               

 



 

                            ACCOMMODATION 
"Nomadism is as much a stare of mind as a state of fact" (Liegeois, 
1987). Indeed, the great majority of Gypsy communities have been 
sedentary for centuries. Yet nomadism remains a fundamental 
element of Gypsy culture, even for sedentarized groups. Gypsy 
families develop little attachment to their dwelling and little sense 
of involvement in local issues. Their society is in fact organized 
along lines of kinship rather than geographical proximity. 
 
The prevalence of sedentarism is often cited as proof that Gypsy 
families themselves have recognized the advantages of the non-
Gypsy lifestyle. But such an interpretation ignores the 'push' 
factors that have forced people off the road: even where 
nomadism has not been prohibited outright, nomadic groups 
have always been subject to harassment and are often 
disqualified from the most basic health, education and social 
services. 
 
There are also a number of 'pull' factors, however, which make 
decreased nomadism compatible with the Gypsy lifestyle. One of 
these is motorization, the advantage of which is that a vastly 
expanded area can now be reached from a single base. Another is 
urbanization: with the move by the non-Gypsy population - the 
economic base for Gypsy communities - towards larger 
concentrations. Gypsy families have followed. Furthermore, 
seasonal (autumn/winter) sedentarism coincides with school terms. 
Gypsy families therefore can and do choose to stop traveling for 
prolonged periods. 
 
Problems arise when the option of moving on is removed. Long-
term forced sedentarism has proved to be dangerous even when it 
has occurred in tolerable physical conditions. As the number of 
stopping places dwindles, members of rival groups - and of rival 
clans within a single group - are thrown together. The result is an 
explosive rise in disputes, without the traditional safety-valve of 

 



 

separating the warring factions. Meanwhile, each small group, cut 
off from the wider family, is thrown in on itself: there is less 
economic and social cooperation, restricted choice of marriage 
partners, and fewer social sanctions to help keep members in line. 
 
Interestingly, the very word 'housing' reveals prejudices regarding 
accommodation. While Gypsy communities consider a whole 
range of accommodation options as potentially appropriate 
according to their circumstances, non-Gypsy cultures use only one 
measuring-stick: the house. Gypsy families commonly live in tents, 
wooden caravans, trailers, shanties, private and public housing and 
flats, and, most importantly, may frequently move among these 
options, but governmental housing policies make no provision for 
such flexibility. 
 
Halting sites are planned not for the accommodation of Gypsy 
families with an alternative, but equally valid, lifestyle, but as part 
of a policy of 'settlement', a stepping-stone into standard housing 
and absorption into the 'wider community'. Even on legal sites, 
therefore, living conditions are usually very poor. Sites are often 
located on unwanted, unusable land: beside dumps and cemeteries, 
on swampland or under high-tension electric pylons, in the middle 
of nowhere.   In reality, legal sites tend to be inappropriate in a 
number of ways. Economic activity on-site is usually banned, with 
the result that Gypsy families either become passively dependent 
on social welfare payments, or manage to retain a degree of 
economic autonomy by breaking the site rules or by moving out. 
Site layout is invariably based on the conviction that Gypsies are 
'all the same', which means, for instance, that rival groups may be 
lumped indiscriminately together on an open site more closely 
resembling an abandoned car-park, or extended family group 
members may be separated from each other in single trailers 
surrounded by high walls. Although Gypsies spend most of their 
time out of doors, official sites usually provide very little space 
between caravans or common ground for work, play and 

 



 

socializing. Finally, sites are usually grossly over-crowded. 
 
For all their imperfections, legal sites are still the exception. No 
European country has matched site numbers to the national Gypsy 
population, let alone provided the extra places which would make 
nomadism between legal sites possible. Yet accommodation, in a 
range of forms, is the key issue on which all aspects of Gypsy 
welfare hinge. How can families living near open sewers, with no 
access to clean water, possibly stay healthy? How can families 
make a living if they are refused permission to work on-site, or are 
unable to travel in order to take up opportunities as they arise? 
How can a family under constant threat of eviction send their 
children to school in the morning, knowing that they may have 
been towed away by the time they return?  (Author’s Note: which 
is exactly what happened to my family in bleeding - heart, liberal, 
diversity-conscious San Francisco.) 
 
      THE GYPSY CHILD AND FAMILY EMPLOYMENT 
The Gypsy family is an economic unit in which every member 
(including the baby in arms, an essential accessory when begging) 
is expected to play an active role. Therefore, it is normal for the 
Gypsy child to participate in the family economy. What is not 
normal is for him to have to support parents who are prevented 
from economic activity. Indeed, as more and more obstacles are 
placed in the way of Gypsy parents' making a living, the family 
may come to depend disproportionately on what the children bring 
in. Moreover, if the Gypsy family's day-to-day survival depends on 
the children's earnings, they will have no time to learn new skills, 
either in-family or in school. Thus, these children too face a future 
of unemployment.  But what is unemployment from the Gypsy 
cultural perspective? Unlike non-Gypsy cultures which generally 
define work as "a job" (security) or better still "a profession" 
(specialization), Gypsies see work as anything and everything they 
can do to make money. In fact, Gypsies survive by identifying and 
supplying a broad range of non-Gypsy demands. This makes 

 



 

Gypsies - commercial nomads - fundamentally different from other 
nomadic groups who exploit nature either directly (as 
hunter/gatherers) or indirectly (as herders). Opportunities may 
arise on a seasonal or occasional basis (agricultural labour, 
chimney cleaning). or because the work is dirty (scrap), or because 
the skills are not available locally (white-smithing, mending jobs, 
horse-dealing, music). Clearly, such a self-structured approach to 
work demands mobility and a broad, flexible range of marketable 
skills. Self-employment and work flexibility are also essential to 
the Gypsy life-style: the individual must be able to drop every-
thing to meet unpredictable family obligations, such as keeping 
vigil by a relative's sickbed or traveling to attend a relative's 
wedding. 
 
Several countries have established training schemes for Gypsy 
adolescents, but a misunderstanding of Gypsy work patterns means 
that, from the Gypsy cultural perspective, they acquire few useful 
skills. For example, because Gypsies have traditionally been 
metalworkers, young boys may receive training in wrought 
ironwork- a craft requiring bulky, expensive equipment which 
precludes working from home. What makes a type of work or skill 
relevant to Gypsies is the way that it fits into their complex cultural 
patterns of life.  Nowadays, a number of factors collude to prevent 
Gypsy adults from playing an active economic role. Market 
changes, the loss of traditional income-generating activities and 
prejudicial attitudes in hiring practices make it increasingly 
difficult for Gypsies to survive economically, and the 
overwhelming major-ity, in every country, live well below the 
poverty line. The fact that virtually 100 per cent of Gypsies are in 
receipt of social welfare benefits should therefore be interpreted 
within Gypsy parameters.   Generally speaking, Gypsies see social 
welfare payments as simply one economic option in a broad and 
flexible range of income-generating possibilities. Accepting 
assistance does not imply a total and passive dependence, although 
this may be the condition on which it is granted. Where Gypsy 

 



 

parents have been prevented from supplementing social welfare 
payments with their own employment initiatives, the results have 
been disastrous. Gypsies are compulsive wheeler-dealers, 
constantly devising new ways of making a profit. While few are 
consistently successful, the possibility of exercising economic 
initiative is psychologically crucial for them. 
 
                      INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 
The critical situation of disadvantage and deprivation faced by 
Europe's Gypsy communities is by no means new: what is new is a 
growing recognition of the right of Gypsies (and indeed all 
minorities) to an equal place in a pluralist society and a greater 
willingness to reassess ways in which this can be brought about. To 
date, commitment to these ideals has been more in evidence at 
international than at local level, but the moral - and perhaps legal - 
force of such a lead should not be underestimated.  The Council of 
Europe first took up the question in 1975 with its Resolution on the 
Situation of Nomads in Europe, followed by a further Resolution 
on the same subject in 1981. In 1984, the European Parliament 
passed a Resolution on the Children of Parents of No Fixed Abode. 
and another on the Situation of Gypsies in the Community. In 
1986, a synthesis of reports from all Member States of the 
European Community. School Provision for Gypsy and Traveller 
Children, was published. It focused on school-related issues within 
their broader context, giving particular emphasis to the issues of 
accommodation and recognition of Gypsy culture. 
 
Throughout the 1980s, the Council of Europe called a number of 
conferences on questions relating to Gypsy education, the results 
of which were published as reports.  The 1990s have seen the pace 
quicken. At European Community level, an ad-hoc Group on 
school provision for Gypsy and Traveller children brings delegates 
together from the Ministries of Education of all Member States. 
The European Parliament has introduced a new budgetary heading, 
"Intercultural education", with an allocation of 700,000 Ecus 

 



 

specifically for Gypsy children. An EC quarterly newsletter, 
Interface, aims to increase awareness of developments by 
publishing the texts of relevant resolutions, details of exchange 
programmes and grant schemes, and so on. In 1991, the 
Conference on the Human Dimension of the Council for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe published a major document, which 
specifically mentions Gypsies in connection with minority rights.  
United Nations involvement began in 1992, with the UN Economic 
and Social Council Commission on Human Rights Resolution 
1992/65, On the Protection of Roma (Gypsies).  Local, regional, 
national and international non-governmental organisations have 
also played an active role in generating greater awareness. In 1990, 
the International Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights, one of the 
most influential NGOs, launched an ongoing programme to 
investigate the situation of Gypsies in Europe; six national studies 
were published in 1992. 
 
                  ACTION FOR AND WITH GYPSIES 
"To be born and to grow up a Gypsy should be normal human 
destiny, not a martyrdom" (Haisman, 1992). Both in studies and in 
interventions, the Gypsy child has commonly been considered in 
isolation, not only removed from his immediate family and 
community but also from the complex interethnic dynamic which 
affects all aspects of his life. But no child lives in isolation. He or 
she is always part of a family, and of a wider community. While it 
is universally true chat it is their vulnerability which makes 
children so special, this is particularly so with regard to ethnic 
minorities: the cultural, political and social dimensions of an 
interethnic situation transform superficially simple questions, such 
as health care, education, accommodation and employment, into 
complex ones.  Recognising this complexity, the participants at the 
1992 'Growing up as a Gypsy' Workshop proposed a two-pronged, 
ongoing approach to further study and action: 1) Information Base: 
through which information will be collected, analysed and 
disseminated; 2) Proposals for Action: in order to constructively 

 



 

apply information.  Three distinct but closely linked areas need to 
be developed in order to establish a solid information base, in the 
absence of which action is mere guesswork: data collection, 
analysis and dissemination. 
 
                                  DATA COLLECTION 
All workshop participants were acutely aware of the need to 
involve Gypsy communities in all three phases of developing a 
sound information base. Both in papers presented and in follow-up 
discussions, participants identified the difficulties involved in 
generating the active participation of Gypsies themselves as a 
major obstacle to the success of interventions targeting these 
communities.  Frequent negative experiences which authorities 
have made Gypsy communities reluctant to cooperate with non-
Gypsy groups. Past approaches to interethnic relations, usually 
comprising the unilateral involvement of the majority population 
group in identifying the minority's problems as well as in 
developing and implementing policies for their solution, have done 
little to promote greater trust on the part of Gypsy communities. 
Instead, a 'pluralist' approach is needed, involving an ongoing 
process of dialogue initiated by the majority population group with 
a request for the minority to identify its own problems as a first 
step towards a cooperative approach to developing responses. 
 
Who should represent the minority population group, however, in 
such a process? Its political structures may be very different from 
chose of the majority, and this can contribute to its exclusion from 
the decision -making process. This is certainly the case for Gypsy 
communities. They have kinship- based political systems, but there 
are also 'non-Gypsy-style' organizations and pressure groups which 
represent Gypsy communities in every European country. The 
workshop participants therefore agreed that effective consultation 
should involve both types of representation. At the same time, 
recognition was made of the difficulties in identifying single 
individuals to consider representative of the whole Gypsy 

 



 

community. It is important, though culturally difficult, to recognize 
and consult the minority's own leaders; it is culturally easier to 
interact with groups which have adopted familiar structures, but 
this is risky as issues of mandate and motivation will colour their 
input.  In order to overcome these obstacles and limitations, the 
proposal to form national Mediating Teams emerged from 
workshop discussions. Such teams - made up of Gypsy 
representatives and non-Gypsy specialists collaborating as equals - 
could fulfill a range of functions on an ongoing basis. The overall 
goal would be to interface the Gypsy minor-ity and the majority 
population group in each country, facilitating communication, 
mutual understanding and action. 
 
To this end, a profile of each 'non-Gypsy--style' organization 
should be compiled- and subsequently updated - on both national 
and regional levels, with a view to evaluating their input. The 
following data should be included: 
 
· Did the original initiative to set up the organization come from 
Gypsies or non-Gypsies? 
 
· If non-Gypsy, was it linked with any existing group or 
movement,  
   e.g. a professional or religious body? 
 
· What are the organization's stated goals?  
 
· How many members does it currently have? 
 
· What is the Gypsy/non-Gypsy ratio in the membership? 
 
· What is the Gypsy/non-Gypsy ratio on the executive? 
 
· Are there other national/local Gypsy organizations? 
 

 



 

· If so, what prevents this group from amalgamating with others? 
 
These last questions serve both to guard against organizations 
'slipping through the net' and to piece together an objective view of 
their policies. In addition to this self-assessment, each organization 
should also be asked: 
 
· What initiatives/projects have you under-taken in favour of 
Gypsy children and families? 
 
· What evaluation would you give to each, specifying the criteria 
by which 'success' or 'failure' is judged? 
 
· What are the major problems facing Gypsy children and families 
in your country/region? 
 
· What suggestions and proposals would you make for their 
solution? 
 
In this way, it should be possible to eliminate organizations with 
little or no grass-roots mandate. A representative cross-section of 
groups, together with specialists skilled in intercultural dynamics, 
such as anthropologists. developmental psychologists, legal experts 
and educationalists, would form the Mediating Team at national 
level. The primary function of teams would be to under-take 
research on the situation of Gypsy children and families in each 
national context, consult existing bodies and disseminate research 
findings. In addition, teams could be active in the following areas: 
 
1. Social Action: Acting as a sort of national 'Ombudsman', the 
Team could deal with questions and grievances from both Gypsy 
and non-Gypsy parties in relation to the welfare of Gypsy children 
and families. It could, moreover, take an active role in developing 
greater mutual understanding: training opportunities for Gypsy 
communities in non--Gypsy political procedures would enable 

 



 

them to participate directly, and input into teacher-training and 
social-work courses, as well as through local authorities and for the 
general public would enhance the non-Gypsy community's cultural 
familiarity with the Gypsy world. 
 
2. Law: The Team would evaluate existing national legislation 
impacting on Gypsy communities (i.e., in relation to 
discrimination, nomadism, and so on), monitor its implementation 
and lobby for additional legislation as required. It should promote 
awareness of the law in terms of Gypsy children's and families' 
legal rights. Moreover, the Team could also provide free legal aid 
to Gypsy families, to help make the law work for them. 
 
3. Media: The Team would monitor national/regional media in 
order to detect biased reporting on Gypsy children and families, 
taking legal action, if necessary, when existing legislation (if any) 
is breached. In addition, the Team could issue press statements, 
highlighting 'good news' stories such as inter-community 
cooperation, progressive local authorities, and so on. It could also 
pro-vide assistance (technical, financial, etc.) to Gypsy media 
initiatives: for a largely non--literate people, radio and video are an 
obvious (and relatively low-cost) choice. Irish national radio, for 
instance, runs a weekly 45-minute all-Gypsy programme, 
combining music requests, news and interviews. 
 
4. Networking: National and regional Mediating Teams would 
network with each other and with concerned international bodies, 
such as the International Romani Union, the Gypsy Research 
Centre, and so on. 
 
                                  DATA ANALYSIS 
The primary goal of the workshop was to develop a research 
design in order to conduct an international study, the aim of which 
would be to effectively inform policy-making targeting Gypsy 
children and families. To date, the vast majority of research done 

 



 

on Gypsy communities concentrates on 'folk-loric' aspects of their 
culture. Far less attention has been devoted to practical social 
questions concerning their welfare. Any such studies have focused 
almost exclusively on school-related topics. There was agreement 
among workshop participants on the existence of large knowledge 
gaps concerning Gypsy culture and welfare, and on the major 
challenge of collecting and bringing information both to the 
general public and to those working with Gypsy children and 
families.  Workshop discussions emphasized the fact that 
information is an essential precondition for the acceptance of 
Gypsy children and adults on their own terms. Failure to recognize 
Gypsies' own cultural patterns and values ensures that 
interventions trip up on these invisible but very tenacious realities, 
instead of plugging into and harmonizing with them. 
 
A first requirement in relation to Gypsy children should therefore 
be the development of a Gypsy-specific scale, by which their 
psychosocial and behavioural development can be evaluated on 
their own terms. The formulation of this scale should clearly 
involve close consultation with Gypsy parents in order to take into 
account what they -regard as 'normal' child development. 
Conversely, research should also be done on the Gypsy 
community's notions of normal and abnormal development through 
observation of children that the community regards as having 
behavioural problems.  Recognizing, however, the broad hetero-
geneity of the Gypsy 'community', workshop participants proposed 
the elaboration of a number of developmental scales. These should 
then be 'field tested' on Gypsy groups, and modified as necessary 
until both Gypsy parents and non-Gypsy specialists on child 
development consider them accurate. The different Gypsy 
developmental scales should then be correlated with more familiar 
non-Gypsy-specific scales for use by non--Gypsy teachers, 
paediatricians, social workers, and so on.  In this way, the 
widespread practice of automatically equating 'Gypsy' with 
'educationally subnormal' can be effectively challenged and 

 



 

replaced with realistic assessments enabling the identification of 
genuinely backward, problematic or other-wise abnormal children 
so that they may be given the special attention they need. Such 
assessments should not be restricted to infants, but should be 
maintained for the full length of the non-Gypsy period of 
compulsory schooling. 
 
Workshop discussions also focused on the common tendency to 
classify Gypsy children as 'delinquent' (see "Gypsy Children in 
Europe"). However, cross-cultural research showing that the norms 
of the two groups are genuinely at odds in some respects, for 
example regarding school attendance and marriageable age, 
highlights the need to identify what types of child behaviour the 
Gypsy community itself regards as delinquent. How does the 
Gypsy community discourage unacceptable child behaviour? And, 
on the contrary, which social behaviours are valued in the Gypsy 
child? Which methods are used to promote these? These questions 
prompted Workshop participants to propose that, by means of the 
methods already outlined, a Gypsy-normal behavioural scale(s) 
should also be elaborated, thus enabling the two communities to 
work together in dealing with forms of child behaviour which both 
regard as deviant.  Issues of sex-role differentiation were pointed to 
as another area requiring further study. Gypsy parents firmly 
disagree with views promoting gender-free child development. 
They regard their children as small men and women, and social 
expectation, acceptable behaviour and obligations are defined 
accordingly. This much is known, but what are these different 
models? Work-shop participants concluded that greater 
understanding of Gypsy responses to the various quandaries of 
parenting is needed.  There was a general feeling among 
participants, however, that understanding the Gypsy child only 
within his own cultural terms does not provide a sufficient basis 
for the development of useful programmes and initiatives. They 
went further, emphasizing that a deeper understanding of the ways 
in which the Gypsy child perceives and evaluates the non-Gypsy 

 



 

world can make our inter-action with him much more effective. 
 
              Workshop participants identified a number  
                     of other areas requiring research 
Health: What concepts of illness do Gypsies have? What are their 
views and beliefs on causes, prevention and cures? What are 
Gypsy parents' attitudes to nutrition, water, disposal of bodily 
wastes? Again, it is vital to recognize that Gypsy parents have 
fundamental convictions with regard to these crucial questions. 
 
Accommodation: Research on Gypsy -families' living conditions 
has by and large been done. Further research is now needed- -in 
consultation with the users - on how to meet Gypsy families' 
accommodation needs, as they define them. Firstly, negatively 
perceived aspects of existing accommodation provision should be 
identified. These will range from the 'obvious' (rubbish-dump 
locations) to the 'not-so-obvious' (erratic rubbish collection) to the 
'invisible' (layout which offends cultural concepts of cleanliness or 
family links).  Secondly, existing accommodation provision which 
has proved successful from the Gypsy families' perspective should 
be analysed. Research should cover all types of accommodation, 
from transit sites to group housing schemes. This should also 
include illegal encampments in order to observe how- Gypsy 
communities themselves order their space and family groupings. 
How can these cultural patterns be incorporated into legal, i.e. non-
Gypsy-provided accommodation? 
 
Education: Ethnic stereotypes persist in school textbooks: one 
children's reader, for example, offers "The gypsy stole the goose" 
to illustrate the letter G. Negative cultural messages need to be 
identified and replaced with material of a more positive pluralist 
nature. 
 
Work: What makes economically successful Gypsy parents? What 
types of work are practised locally? This information would 

 



 

provide guidelines for training and enable a pooling of ideas so 
that Gypsy parents in one area with innovative schemes could 
share them with Gypsies in other areas. 
 
Community mobilization: It is important to identify, analyse and 
share information on successful community mobilization projects 
in each country, in close consultation with the groups themselves. 
Since the people concerned are likely to be ill at ease with the 
written word, more culturally appropriate forms of communication, 
such as video or audio tapes, should be favoured. 
 
                                DATA DISSEMINATION 
Workshop discussions emphasized the fact that a great deal of 
urgently required information on Gypsy children and families is 
already available, but remains inaccessible. Unless efforts are 
made to disseminate information, it is likely to be unnecessarily 
duplicated. A number of information bases do already exist, but 
even the largest of these seems to have difficulty in disseminating 
its materials. By way of example, the major report on education, 
School Provision for Gypsy and Traveller Children, has been 
published by the Commission of the European Communities in a 
number of languages, yet many educationalists remain unaware of 
its existence.  There was general agreement among workshop 
participants on the fact that information collected and analysed on 
Gypsy children and families should be made available to 
concerned institutions and organizations. 
 
                       PROPOSALS FOR ACTION 
                                 LEGAL ISSUES 
Workshop discussion pinpointed the need to assess the complex 
(and often controversial) legal reality of Gypsies. Their legal 
position may be anomalous for a variety of reasons, as "Gypsy 
Children in Europe" elucidates. As a first step, requests should be 
made to both state and local authorities as well as NGOs and 
Gypsy organizations for information on: the number of Gypsies in 

 



 

the country/region; their legal status; problems as they are 
perceived; initiatives already undertaken to rectify these problems. 
This approach will also provide information on both the 
national/local authorities' commitment to provision, and the extent 
to which it is being maintained.  Secondly, an overview of the 
existing legal situation is necessary, including: anti-Gypsy laws 
(whether specifically aimed at Gypsies or particularly applicable to 
them); legal recognition of Gypsy-specific rights, such as the right 
to nomadism, etc.; general laws and their relevance to children's 
and families' rights to schooling, health care, accommodation, etc. 
as well as legislation on discrimination/incitement to hatred.  
Workshop participants pointed out that in many countries there are 
instances in which law enforcement and public representatives are 
involved in acts of incitement and even physical attack, which are 
then justified as citizens' retaliation to Gypsy provocation. The 
ethnic nature of such attacks needs to be recognized; they are 
generally aimed indiscriminately at entire Gypsy communities, not 
individuals. Measures should be taken at the highest state levels to 
prevent further displays of ethnic intolerance, and to condemn such 
practices when they do occur.  With regard to accommodation, it 
was noted that a majority of local authorities throughout Europe 
are likely to be in contravention of their own legally-binding 
standards and of nationally- and internationally -agreed policies on 
Gypsy accommodation. Standards often openly flouted include 
housing Gypsy families in areas zoned unfit for residential use, 
allocating condemned dwellings to Gypsy families, and 
constructing accommodation in breach of legal specifications on 
materials, clean water provision, space per inhabitant, and so on. 
Until there are at lease enough legal sites to match the needs of 
Gypsy families, some nomadic Gypsies will continue to be 
considered 'criminal' by their very existence. Accommodation 
provision comes nowhere near this mark at present, and yet 
families may still be evicted from illegal sites with literally 
nowhere to go.  Paradoxically, the rights of Gypsies are becoming 
increasingly recognized at international level, without any 

 



 

discernible improvement at national and local levels. Yet 
international agreements have been signed by - and are binding on 
- national governments. If moral pressure proves inadequate, 
recourse to international law may become necessary. 
 
                                  ACCOMMODATION 
· As has been noted, suitable accommodation is the hinge upon 
which all aspects of Gypsy welfare turn. The following are some of 
the points to bear in mind with respect to Gypsy accommodation: 
· Adequate standards should be met with regard to space, materials, 
design and domestic services (regular rubbish collection, access to 
fire-fighting equipment, etc.); 
· Access to normal public services, including public transport, 
shops, telephones, and so on, should be readily available; 
· Accommodation should be designed to respect Gypsy cultural 
reality, not to change it. Gypsy social patterns, economic activities, 
hygiene regulations and life-style must be taken into account in 
planning accommodation, preferably by means of ongoing 
consultation between local authorities and the target Gypsy family 
groups. 
 
                                          SERVICES 
Services generally refer to the range of local and national 
provisions established to meet basic human rights in the fields of 
accommodation, education, health care, social welfare, and so on. 
But Gypsy families rarely make full use of these, and the need to 
find out the reasons for this was highlighted by the Workshop 
participants.  Low take-up may in fact be due to objective 
problems, such as residency requirements, bureaucratic obstacles, 
access difficulties, or poverty. There may also be subjective factors 
at work, such as fear, lack of information, hostility or apathy.  An 
evaluation needs to be made of cur-rent levels and types of service 
use by Gypsy families with the dual aim of enabling the services to 
adapt to meet their needs, and of identifying gaps requiring 
attention. In the health field, for example, the need to address 

 



 

immunization, dental care and baby feeding practices have already 
been identified. Lateral thinking in service provision and delivery 
is urgently required, and increased input from Gypsies themselves 
should facilitate this. Nomadism, for instance, has always been 
seen as a barrier to school attendance; the possibility of distance 
learning and other means of adapting school provision to the 
nomadic child (rather than only expecting the reverse) are just 
beginning to be explored. 
 
                             SOCIAL MOBILISATION 
Society should accommodate a range of 'difference': religious 
belief, skin colour, ethnic identity, sexual orientation, disability, 
and so on. Recognizing the right of nomadic Gypsy families to 
decent and appropriate accommodation is essentially recognizing 
the right to be different. Integration is the normalization - not the 
eradication - of difference. But how to make this come about?  For 
all minorities, the 'pluralist' response demands recognition of the 
existence and validity of different needs and values; ascertainment 
of the nature of these needs and values: consultation and 
compromise to accommodate them.  Mobilizing for change, both 
on the objective level of living conditions for Gypsies and on the 
subjective level of attitudes and beliefs, means reaching the 
majority with accurate information. In particular, it is vital that 
authority figures (policy makers, teachers, police, social workers, 
nurses etc.) and schoolchildren receive undistorted messages on 
the Gypsy reality. At the same time, it is essential that the 
simplistic (and inaccurate) 'we are all the same' approach be 
avoided, in favour of "infinite diversity in infinite combinations".  
Promoting a 'pluralist' society also means opening the way for 
Gypsy children and families to see themselves as a part of it. 
Gypsies are potentially their own best mobilizers, but they need to 
be facilitated in developing practical skills through such means as 
training courses for community workers, teachers and health 
workers. It is important that no strict timetables for his process be 
imposed as this would favour existing organisations already 

 



 

attuned to 'the system', i.e. the most non-Gypsy-like groups and 
individuals.   
Finally, a further step towards promoting pluralism in society - at 
once concretely and symbolically - would be to assist in the setting 
up of Gypsy cultural centres, at national and/or continental level. A 
similar aspiration, already expressed at many Gypsy conferences, 
is for a creation of a European Gypsy university, along the lines of 
the successful example provided by Native American universities 
in the USA.  The insights and perspectives of the Workshop 
participants were many and varied. Different Gypsy community 
situations in different countries call for careful analysis at national 
and local/regional levels. In general, however, participants found 
that they had more in common than might be expected in an 
international Workshop of this nature, giving rise to expectations 
of the considerable advantages to be gained, not least in the 
political sphere, from pursuing this critical topic on an 
international as well as a national and more local basis. 
 
                                                                                                                        
© Sinead Ni Shunear 
***************************************************** 
http://www.scottishtravellered.net/ 
Welcome to the Scottish Traveller Education Programme 
(STEP)    STEP’s purpose is to promote inclusive educational 
approaches for families from Travelling Communities in Scotland. 
We are based at Moray House School of Education, part of The 
University of Edinburgh, and work closely with Gypsy and 
Traveller Communities and educators throughout Scotland. The 
Scottish Government funds STEP through its Supporting Learning 
Unit.  Scotland’s Travelling Communities are not a single group, 
but are, rather, diverse communities with different histories, 
traditions and cultures.  
 
At STEP we aim to:  Improve educational opportunities for 
Travelling Communities in Scotland: Gypsies/Travellers, 
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Showmen and other Travellers, more recently including 
Roma…Encourage development of a diverse & flexible range of 
educational opportunities for Travelling Communities in 
Scotland…Promote development of inclusive approaches to 
support diversity in education, and to address racism, harassment 
and bullying…Enable educators, and others, to respect Travelling 
Communities in Scotland and learn about their diverse histories, 
cultures and traditions, as well as their contemporary cultural 
practices and living circumstances. 
 
We work toward these aims by:  Providing information, advice & 
support (where possible) to professionals engaged in enabling 
Scotland’s Travelling families to access education…Listening to 
and representing families’ views about education…Compiling 
educational resources, which can be used by educators and 
Travelling families… Developing a practical research base, as 
negotiated with the Scottish Government…Promoting and 
supporting (where possible) inter-agency working between local 
authorities, health care professionals, educators, and other key 
public and voluntary agencies, to encourage more effective and 
accessible service provision for Travelling 
Communities…Highlighting & responding to educational issues 
relating to Scotland’s Travelling families in Government guidance, 
legislation, policy and other reports…Sharing information, 
knowledge and good practice with colleagues elsewhere in the UK, 
and internationally…Publishing a STEP newsletter. 
 
National Guidance March 2011   Inclusive Educational 
Approaches for Scotland’s Travelling Communities within the 
Context of Interrupted Learning: guidance for local authorities, 
schools and support services (PDF), the second edition of the 
National Guidance, is updated to take account of Curriculum for 
Excellence. 
 
My Learning at a Glance (PDF) 

 



 

This updated My Learning Record aims to make it easier for pupils 
and teachers to plan learning needs as families move to new 
schools. It allows teachers to record a pupil’s achievements and 
learning stages in a format that families can carry with them when 
they move.  A copy of each school’s record should be kept for 
putting into each pupil’s Personal Pupil Record file to help support 
a child’s continuity in learning.  
 
Strategies/Information leaflets – for school enrolment, for parents, 
for children and for class teachers.  This small pack contains 
downloadable PDF leaflets with information about school and 
learning:  Enrolling pupils from mobile families in your 
school…Things for families to think about…Things I need to 
Know about My New School… Working with Pupils from Mobile 
Families in the Classroom…The pack also contains a Keeping in 
Touch leaflet, which will help families keep in touch with their 
base school or Traveller Teacher while they are travelling. 
 
Positive Images – Supporting Curriculum for Excellence 
STEP’s aim in highlighting ‘positive images’ of and 'good practice' 
with Scotland’s Travelling families; Gypsies/Travellers, 
Showmen’s families, New Travellers, and more recently, European 
Roma, is to counterbalance the frequently negative media images 
of these families and their cultures. Curriculum for Excellence 
provides a way of including Travelling children’s and young 
people’s diversity within education.  Teachers of Travelling 
children and young people welcome Curriculum for Excellence as 
its flexibility allows for their learning experiences and outcomes to 
become part of mainstream education. STEP keeps regular contact 
with teachers of Travelling children and is aware of many 
examples of 'good practice' in schools, and in other areas.  STEP is 
really keen to hear from you (whether a teacher, a parent or young 
person) about your learning experiences and outcomes.  STEP 
hopes you will take this opportunity to present your ‘good practice’ 
with Travelling children and young people.  By presenting e.gs. of 

 



 

‘good practice’ of your working with Travelling families the 
website can show what an education authority’s teachers and youth 
workers are achieving with children and young people with 
interrupted learning.  We keep in contact with teachers of 
Travelling children and young people to ensure that their ‘good 
practice’ is acknowledged and celebrated. 
 
Gypsies and Travellers in Scotland 
Scotland’s Travelling communities, sometimes called Gypsies and 
Travellers do not comprise a homogenous community. The terms 
refer to different communities distinguished by their different 
histories, cultures and life-styles. Importantly, the capitalization of 
the word ‘Traveller’ distinguishes people belonging to one of a 
number of Traveller communities from an everyday understanding 
of ‘traveller’ as an individual engaged in everyday travelling, i.e. 
'Traveller' is a term that refers to a social/cultural identity, part of 
which may involve a family's mobility or travelling as a 
cultural/lifestyle choice: 
Scottish Gypsies/Travellers…Occupational Travellers… 
New Travellers…Travellers from other parts of Britain or from 
Europe. 
 
A brief description of each is below. For further information see 
Colin Clark and Donald Kendrick's book, Moving On: The 
Gypsies and Travellers of Britain (1999 University of 
Hertfordshire Press). Also a useful publication, which addresses 
issues common to all groups of Travellers, Travellers’ Times, may 
be obtained from    http://www.travellerstimes.org.uk 
 
Scottish Gypsies/Travellers is an official term, used by the 
Scottish Parliament and Scottish Government, that immediately 
signals debates among the families who belong to Scotland’s 
indigenous ethnic minority as to how they want to be called. In the 
past, people comprising these communities were known as 
travelling people or Travellers, some of whom called themselves 
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Nawkens or Nachins, or more famously ‘tinklers’ or ‘tinkers’. The 
term ‘tinker’ is no longer an acceptable term as it is frequently 
used as a term of abuse. The slash between Gypsies/Travellers 
reflects an official awareness of the fact that some families now 
call themselves Gypsies, while others prefer to call themselves 
Scottish Travellers. This web site uses the term 
Gypsies/Travellers to reflect an awareness of the different 
preferences expressed by families who make up Scotland’s oldest 
indigenous ethnic minority communities.  However, recent legal 
changes may give rise to further developments in the naming of 
these communities. At a recent employment tribunal (October 
2008), Judge Hosie arrived,  ‘at the view that Scottish Gypsy-
Travellers have “ethnic origins”, with reference in particular, to 
Section 3(1) of the 1976 Act, and that they therefore enjoy the 
protection of the Act.’  Of profound importance to the communities 
involved this judgment will provide the legal basis for challenging 
the discriminatory treatment frequently experienced in Scotland as 
a result of being a Scottish Gypsy-Traveller. For example, ‘Gypo’ 
is a currently used as a term of abuse. Scotland’s indigenous ethnic 
minority’s use of the term ‘Gypsy’ runs counter to European 
naming of communities of people they would recognize as 
‘brothers’ or ‘sisters’ i.e. Roma.   
 
It is difficult to be clear about the numbers of Scottish 
Gypsies/Travellers, probably about 15,000, as many are reluctant 
to self-identify as a Traveller or as a Gypsy for fear of 
prejudice or official interference. The 2011 Census will include a 
category ‘Gypsy/Traveller’, which will provide an official source 
of information. Many Gypsy/Traveller families guard their 
Traveller identity while maintaining aspects of their traditional 
Gypsy/Traveller lifestyles, particularly the centrality of the family 
in their everyday lives.  Some Gypsy/Traveller families travel all 
the time, living in caravans or trailers, on local authority or 
privately owned sites and by the roadside. Others may live on the 
same site for most of the year. Many Gypsy/Traveller families live 

 



 

in houses for part of the year. Others live in house for all of the 
year, but may move from one house to another. Whether living a 
mobile lifestyle or living in a house, Gypsy/Traveller families still 
have a strong sense of their Traveller identity and of belonging to a 
community of traditional Travellers. Many Gypsy/Traveller 
families have a strong commitment to the maintenance of their 
Traveller identity, life styles and cultures.  Scottish Gypsies/ 
Travellers oral tradition has given rise to a rich source of 
storytelling and songs. Many Gypsy/Traveller people speak a form 
of non-standard Scots, called ‘cant’, which includes many words 
that have much in common with Romani words. Scottish Traveller 
cant also contains Gaelic and old Scots words. Scottish Travellers 
share many cultural features with European Roma communities 
such as a belief in the importance of family and family descent, a 
strong valuing and involvement with extended family and family 
events, a preference for self-employment, and a strong 
commitment to a nomadic lifestyle; even when living in a house. 
 
Occupational Travellers   Scotland’s largest community of 
Occupational Travellers, Scottish Showmen or travelling show and 
fairground families, self-define as business communities, albeit 
with a strong and distinctive culture well known and enjoyed as the 
‘shows’ that regularly travel across Scottish towns and cities. This 
community is not and does not claim minority ethnic status, and is 
distinguished from Gypsies/Travellers. Other Occupational 
Travellers include Circus and bargee families and other waterway 
family businesses (the latter two groups are most likely to be 
visitors). As business communities, the families almost by 
definition travel for work, across Scotland, the rest of the UK and 
frequently across Europe.  Scottish travelling show and fairground 
families are based in a yard, mainly in Glasgow’s East End, to 
which they return for periods of time to catch up with other 
families. Scottish Showpeople have a strong cultural identity and 
long proud histories of living and working in Scotland. A very 
good idea of their lives can be gained from their newspaper, 

 



 

World's Fair or their website:    www.worldsfair.co.uk/wf.htm  
 
New Travellers 
Formerly referred to as New Age Travellers, New Travellers trace 
their origins to ‘settled’ communities, i.e. they were not born into a 
Traveller family, and made a choice to reject a ‘settled’ life-style 
for a range of reasons. Often borrowing from traditional Traveller 
life-styles, New Travellers make up diverse communities that 
typically draw upon different political and philosophical views 
about society.  Some New Traveller families can now trace their 
family’s choice of life-style back two and three generations.  Earle 
F, Dearling A et al, 1994.   A Time to Travel. Lyme Regis: Enabler. 
 
Travellers from other parts of Britain or from Europe. 
Travellers from other parts of Britain often travel in Scotland. 
These include English Romanies or Romanichals, Welsh Kale or 
Irish Travellers and English Gypsies. English Gypsies from the 
north of England may be part of common communities with 
Scottish Travellers living in the Borders.  There have been Roma 
or sometimes called Gypsies from other European communities 
living in Britain for many years, for example the Coppersmiths and 
Hungarian Romanies in England. (See also, Andrew McCormick’s 
Tinkler–Gypsy Photographs (2006), which show images of Ursari 
Roma who travelled across northern England and southern 
Scotland between 1895 and 1897).  However, in many parts of 
Europe it is not acceptable to use the term Gypsy because it too is 
considered to convey racist meanings. The preferred term is thus 
Roma.  Since the early 1990s the changing political situation and 
racist prejudice and violence in Eastern Europe have led to Roma 
families seeking refuge in Britain. See ‘Gypsy-haters, holocaust-
deniers, xenophobes, homophobes, anti-semites: the EU's new 
political force.’  
Stephen Castle in Strasbourg. Published: 16 January 2007 
http://news.independent.co.uk/europe/article2157360.ece 
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With the expansion of the European Community, new Roma 
minorities have come to Scotland and many live in Govanhill, 
Glasgow. Roma are also not a homogeneous group. Roma families 
may have come to Scotland from the new EU member states. 
Either from the Czech Republic, Hungary, Estonia, Lithuania, 
Latvia, Poland, Slovenia, and Slovakia – together known as the 
‘accession 8’ (A8) countries, or from Romania and Bulgaria known 
as the A2 countries. Each Roma group has its own history and 
cultural identity and maybe a distinctive language. Importantly, 
families will identify themselves first in national terms and then as 
Roma e.g. Slovak Roma or Romanian Roma.  Collectively called 
Roma, groups of Romani people live in the different countries that 
make up Europe. (Roma refers to a group while Romani is singular 
or referring to an individual) Each Roma group has a different way 
of speaking Romanes, but as some words are similar, Romani 
people may be able to understand one another.  Because of the 
complex cultural and possibly linguistic differences between these 
communities, educators (along with other policy and professional 
and public service providers) must be sensitive to how such 
differences shape a family’s willingness and capacity to use public 
services designed to meet the needs of settled communities. 
 
eLearning and Traveller Education Scotland (eLATES) 
Welcome to eLearning and Traveller Education Scotland 
(eLATES), an e-learning community for Scottish Travellers. 
eLATES provides distance learning with ‘anytime, anywhere’ 
access via the Internet. The pilot is managed centrally by the 
Scottish Traveller Education Programme (STEP), and coordinated, 
facilitated, supported and evaluated by Tess Watson. Tess’s post is 
funded by the Scottish Government and designed to improve 
access to Curriculum for Excellence for secondary-aged 
Gypsy/Travellers; those who are mobile and those being educated 
in out of school settings. As it develops eLATES hopes to support 
distance learning for travelling show and fairground young people.  
In raising awareness Teachers TV published this small 

 



 

documentary clip on distance learning for Travellers in England. It 
provides an insight into the challenges faced by mobile learners 
and their teachers. Though geographical locations and the English 
school curriculum are different, Scottish Travellers’ cultures and 
values raise similar challenges to their accessing learning.  The 
Internet is providing exciting opportunities for finding and sharing 
information through Web 2.0 Internet tools. Scottish education is 
using search engines, podcasting, blogging, micro-blogging and 
social networks to encourage learners and learning. These tools 
have become very popular ways of sharing information beyond the 
classroom walls. 
 
Glow supporting Travelling children and young people 
Glow, Scotland’s online education community provides a virtual 
learning environment (VLE) for Scotland’s schools. Glow hosts 
the VLE at the heart of eLATES, and ensures that Gypsy/Traveller 
learners and their teachers have a secure safe online space where 
learning and teaching can take place ‘anywhere, anytime’ 
regardless of location. By enabling ‘anytime, anywhere’ access for 
learners and teachers, eLATES helps bridge learning gaps for a 
young person when travelling or accessing their learning at home 
or on the road.  All users of Glow need a Glow Account, and a 
username and password. Contact your education authority’s Glow 
Key Contact for more information. He or she will provide the 
username and password to enable learners’ and teachers’ access to 
Glow’s many exciting tools. These include a search facility, chat 
and discussion boards and will allow learners to complete 
schoolwork and keep in touch with their teachers and peers.  A 
number of Scottish Gypsy/Travellers are using Savvy Chavvy, a 
social network used by Travelling young people across the UK. 
 
‘Travellers' Times’ is a free magazine that is popular with Scottish 
Gypsy/Travellers. It is now online and provides a wide range of 
information and discussion on topics relevant to Travelling 
families.   Although the Internet provides exciting new 

 



 

opportunities, it is very important to remember how to keep safe 
online. Recommended by eLATES, the ‘Travellers' Times’ has 
developed a very useful guide about how to stay safe online called 
"The Internet for Gypsies, Roma and Travellers” (PDF). 
 
Research 
The eLATES model also draws on existing research and practice, 
from England’s eLearning and Mobility Project (eLAMP) 
http://www.natt.org.uk/elamp/index.html as seen above in the 
small documentary by Teacher’s TV on distance learning.  The 
award, which runs for twenty-four months, reflects the Scottish 
Government’s commitment to equality and inclusion for the 
diverse groups of Travelling families living in Scotland. Supported 
by Learning and Teaching Scotland, and Glow, this pilot will open 
up a whole new world of highly motivating learning and teaching 
opportunities for Travelling children, and help reduce the negative 
impact of interruptions to learning due to mobility or not attending 
school.  Gypsy/Traveller children and young people learn a lot 
from their families, but in changing times, Gypsy/Traveller 
families recognise a need for a broader range of knowledge and 
skills albeit tailored to the their children’s and young people’s 
learning needs. Gypsy/Traveller families value good numeracy, 
literacy and ICT skills and are keen to gain formal accreditation of 
learning for their children and young people. 
 
eLATES is designed to provide equality of opportunity by 
increasing equality of access for:   Gypsy/Traveller young people: 
boys aged 12-14 and girls aged 12-15; ‘mobile’ young people or 
those ‘educated outwith school’ by an Education Authority.  
Supported by their families: wanting formal education for their 
children; willing to support their young people’s learning; and 
encouraged to agree to enrolling their young person’s name on a 
school roll.  Building on research that has shown that Travelling 
children prefer a blended learning approach; this approach includes 
paper-based resources, face-to-face contact and access to ICT 

 



 

supported resources, learning and teaching. 
 
Bullying is bad for everyone. Bullying is when someone hurts you 
by what they say or do to you – this guide aims to give you 
confidence to try different ways to stop bullying.  Bullying is being 
treated differently to others in ways that make you feel threatened, 
left out or frightened. Everyone is unique. Treating someone 
differently is sometimes needed to help them be included and 
respected equally, e.g. when someone has difficulties in learning at 
the same pace as others. Bullying is unacceptable behaviour. 
Bullying behaviour can become racism when you are treated 
differently because of who you are or who someone judges you to 
be. For example, being called a ‘gypo’. Dealing with bullying is 
not helped by stereotyping people either as a ‘victim’ or as a 
‘bully’ so it is helpful if everyone stays calm and listens carefully 
to you. 
 
You have rights – bullying can deny your rights to: 
be safe and well, go to school, enjoy your learning until you are 16 
years old (age in the U.K.  that mandatory education is allowed to 
end), enjoy having friends – old and new, have your point of view 
heard in decisions that might affect you, learn about the world and 
your part in making it a good place to live in, be shown respect at 
school and for you and your family’s lifestyle, beliefs and 
cultures.  Report bullying to staff who will help and give advice. 
 
Things you can do 
‘bottling up’ your feelings is not helpful – talk to someone you 
trust… keeping a diary might help – either a paper or an audio 
diary to help you remember what was said and done…speak to 
your friends…speak to your family…speak to someone in school 
about who is the person to help you…try and join in your school’s 
discussions about bullying… post a note in your school’s post box 
if it is too difficult to talk about what is happening to you in public. 
 

 



 

Prejudice – leads to different kinds of bullying because of what a 
person believes (faith), because a person is a wheel chair user 
(disability), because of a person’s skin colour (racism) or hair 
colour (gingerism), because of a person’s culture (living in a 
trailer).  Prejudice hurts the whole family and the school 
community. It is important to tell the school about bullying so they 
can record events and act to stop it happening.  It can be illegal and 
must be reported appropriately by the school.  Every school must 
have an anti-racist policy and everyone is entitled to know its 
contents. 
 
©Scottish Traveller Education Programme  
***************************************************** 
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          A Short History of Gypsies & Travellers in Great Britain 
                                              by 
                                  Revd Roger Redding,  
    Chaplain to Gypsies & Travellers, Chairman, SWANomads. 
 
To look at this subject we must first establish the various kinds of 
Travellers and Gypsies and then look at their origins.  Here follows 
a list of nomadic peoples in The British Isles: 
 
•  Romany Gypsies, Roma, Scottish Travellers, Welsh (Kale) 
•  Irish Travellers 
•  New Travellers  
•  Bargees  
•  Showmen  
•  Circus People 
 
Let us now look at the history and culture of these Travelling 
groups. 
 
•  Romany Gypsies are, by far, the largest group of Travelling 
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people in the UK. They were thought to have originated from 
Egypt, hence the name Gypsy. However the studies of English 
Romany in the 19th century lead to the conclusion that their 
origins were from Northern India. Scholars such as John Samson 
realised that English Romany language was mainly Sanskrit with 
foreign words added. These words would have been picked up 
along the way and incorporated into their native tongue.  It is 
possible to track their progress through Europe by the words they 
now speak. There are still Roma tribes living in India who share 
the same linguistic and cultural roots. We know now that they left 
India about 1000 A.D. They arrived in Western Europe about 1300 
and crossed over into Britain about 1514 when we have the first 
record of them. By then many of them had accepted the Catholic 
faith mainly because they could mask themselves as pilgrims and 
could travel anywhere in Europe without hindrance. When they 
arrived in Britain, it was at the time of the protestant reformation 
and Henry VIII thought of them as dangerous spies for the Roman 
Church. In 1530 Henry forbade Gypsies to come into the country. 
In 1554 Mary 1 passed a law in England making it a crime, 
punishable by death, to enter the country as a Gypsy. Elizabeth I 
passed a law, that if Gypsies did not give up their way of life they 
would be put to death and their belongings taken away.  
 
The Romany Gypsies survived all of these persecutions and 
became a useful part of country life. The farming community used 
Gypsies and Travellers for many years to harvest the crops. They 
were useful in that, they were itinerant and after their work was 
done were happy to move on elsewhere. The word Romany comes 
from the word Rom which means in Romany, man or human 
being. Romany people have a strong family based culture where 
the family is very much their support system. Romany people are 
from birth to death, governed by strict hygiene laws known as 
Mochadi which can be translated as unclean. Romany's believe 
cleanliness to be of great importance and strict principles have 
been laid down. Washing one's hands is very important: *Prior to 

 



 

handling food or dishes, *After getting dressed in the morning 
*Before going to the kitchen.  To a Gypsy, bodily fluids are 
thought to be “Dirty”, therefore latrines are to be well away from 
the living area. This is why Gypsies find modern housing very 
difficult as it breaks Mochadi. To the Romany a house is a dark and 
depressing place because they are very much out of doors people. 
 
•  Roma are Romany Gypsies who have arrived here in the last 
century mainly as refugees from Eastern Europe. Under Stalin the 
Roma as they call themselves, were forced to settle, they literally 
took the wheels off their caravans and in some parts of Eastern 
Europe they are still living in those vans. However Stalin set up 
Roma schools all over the Soviet Union and wrote down Romany 
in Russian script. He wanted to create a Roma communist elite and 
in some circumstances he succeeded. Many of the children in these 
schools became high up officials in government and the Red Army. 
At the collapse of the Soviet State the Roma became the target for 
racial abuse and this continues to this day. 
 
•  Welsh Romanies or Kale as they call themselves, are mostly the 
descendants off Abram Wood, who was a talented violinist. They 
entered Wales about 1700 and until recently they spoke their own 
type of Romany which is very much more like continental Romany 
and was of great interest to the linguist John Samson. He thought 
of it as being a purer language and thought it was far closer to the 
original language of those who left India a thousand years ago. 
 
•  The Irish Travellers, or Pavee, are one of the oldest Travelling 
people of the British Isles and some scholars believe them to be the 
descendents of the original hunter gatherer people of these islands. 
They speak two languages, Gammon, which is spoken in the south 
of Eire and Cant which is spoken in the north and the west of 
Ireland. They were at one time tin smiths, tinkers and peddlers and 
also brought information from place to place. This was valued 
because before 1700 Dublin was the only Irish town to have its 

 



 

own news paper. In culture they have the same hygiene laws as the 
Romany Travellers, which is very much a mystery to 
anthropologists as they have little to do with each other and 
intermarriage is rare even to this day. 
 
•  Groups of Scottish Travellers developed between 1500 and 1800 
from Scottish craft workers, who married into immigrant Romany 
groups from France and Spain. In 1969 one third of them were still 
living in tents. Much of Scotland's traditional music has been 
collected from Traveller families. They have their own language 
which is known as Cant.   In October 2008 K MacLennan v Gypsy 
Traveller Education and Information Project (CaseCheck Case 
Reports 2008) led to a landmark ruling that Scottish 
Gypsy/Travellers are a distinct ethnic group bringing them within 
the protection of the Race Relations Act (Amnesty International 
UK Blogs 2009).  
 
•  New Travellers or as some quite wrongly call them New Age 
Travellers started to form in the 1970s. Most of them come from 
the settled community and there are many reasons for this. Some 
chose the way of life because they thought it was better for the 
environment, being that they used less of the worlds depleting 
energy stocks. Others however are just poor people who have been 
forced through economic circumstances to live on the road. In the 
dark old days of unemployment and the poll tax, many young 
people from the North and from the Midlands where poverty and 
unemployment were at their highest, groups of homeless young 
people simply did what the then-minister told them to do, they 
bought old vehicles such as Buses, Lorries and took to the road to 
live like Gypsies. Today many of those people would like to come 
off the road but because they are being constantly moved on they 
have no chance of getting into council housing. 
 
•  Bargees are a distinct group of Travellers who live and work on 
barges. There are now very few Bargees in Britain as canals are no 

 



 

longer usually used to carry freight. However some New Travellers 
wishing to get away from constantly being moved on by local 
authorities have bought up old narrow boats and travel on the 
canals. Recently this has come under fire from the water authority, 
who again want to move them on. 
 
•  The Showmen and Circus People probably travel the most out of 
all these groups. The word fair comes from the Latin word Feria 
meaning holiday. There were probably fairs in Britain before the 
Roman invasion. In the middle ages, traders from Europe brought 
goods to trade from all over the world. Travelling entertainers such 
as jugglers, musicians and tumblers performed wherever people 
gathered to buy their goods. Rides first appeared in the 1800s. In 
1889 the fair ground people formed the Showmen's Guild. Some of 
the guild members are from Gypsy decent, others are not but this 
made them distinct from all other Travellers. 
 
•  The first Circuses were travelling shows with musicians, jugglers 
and acrobats performing in open spaces and collecting money for 
acts. Later circuses were held in enclosed spaces and people paid 
to watch. The first modern circus was held in London in 1768, but 
tents were probably not used until the 1820s. 
 
The plight of Gypsies & Travellers today is not easy. In 1968 a law 
was passed saying that each local council had an obligation to 
provide a site for every Traveller. This promise was never 
honoured and the sites that were provided were often old rubbish 
tips or even under flyovers, places no one else would want to live.  
In 1994 the conservative government abolished the Caravan Sites 
Act and took away the obligation for local councils to provide 
sites. At least 5000 families were left without any legal home. The 
Gypsies and Travellers were told that they should look for their 
own sites and that councils would give them planning permission. 
Again this never happened and families were forced to either go 
into housing or apply for planning permission retrospectively, 

 



 

because no Gypsy could ever get planning permission granted 
because of local prejudice.  In recent years many of the old 
traditional stopping places such as commons, old roads etc. have 
been sealed up and this has made it more difficult to live on the 
road. Those who have chosen the housing route have often found 
hostility from the settled population and many of these folk forced 
to live in houses have landed up clinically depressed. Young people 
living on these estates have lost their cultural roots and have ended 
up with a dysfunctional family life.  It is difficult to count how 
many Gypsy Travellers there are in the UK because they move so 
often. It is thought that at the least there are 120,000 of them. It 
would not be greatly difficult to solve this problem, if only the 
settled population were less prejudiced. It costs the tax payer over 
£20,000,000 a year to just evict these people from one place to 
another and make their lives a misery. That money could build 
many sites and solve the problem. However; there is a lack of 
political will to do this, because the settled community are so 
hostile to the Travelling community. This hostility comes from fear 
and ignorance and until this is addressed, as the Gypsies would 
say- We are on a puckering cosh to nowhere- (a sign post to 
nowhere). 
 
                                                                                                                   
©   Revd Roger Redding  
*****************************************************                                    
http://www.travellersrest.org/ 
                 
                                   Traveller’s Rest 
                                by Richard J. Waters 
         
Overview:  This site serves two purposes for the author.  One is 
simple, merely a site to mount some photographs and print a few 
scribblings.  The second might be more interesting to visitors in 
many ways, but necessarily obscure to those who are not related to 
my maternal line: The Irish Travellers.  There are those who say 
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that they (or perhaps we) are none but scam-artists and thieves.  I 
say not; that I have been privileged to be kin to a clan of hard 
workers and survivors, by and large an honorable people.  Perhaps 
there will be enough material in these pages eventually for visitors 
to make their own informed decision about that.  Are there grifters 
among us?  Yes.  But there are many among you who may also be 
justly called "criminal."    Surely not all or even most of you, 
however.  Nor most of us either.  If you are an Irish Traveller who 
has found this page, then:    "Yoordjeele's soonee-in munya, 
[soobya] [laakeen]; mishlee too this wraank."   
 
Which means:  "It's good to see you, [cousin]; enter this 'site.'" If 
you needed the translation, then I welcome you instead as a non-
Traveller, one of the "Monkeri Needjee" or "Country People." 
 
There is not much thought of regret in the often desperate 
lifestyle of the Traveller, whom some call "Gypsy."  My family 
do not call themselves that, and we barely tolerate the term, 
"Tinkers."  Desperately poor, in the old days they were called "The 
Walking People" in Gaelic.  The People, and I by choice as well, 
now are simply called "Travellers" among our own. Irish 
"Gypsies" aren't really Romany Gypsies, you know; they just had a 
similar life-style in the old country.  The English called the 
Romany people by that name because they thought they came from 
Egypt; although I've read that the original home of the Romany 
was the Indian sub-continent.  There are even some old legends 
about Alexander the Great in connection with them; even though 
that would drastically predate the generally accepted time for their 
arrival in Europe.   No such old legends explain my mother's 
people.  Of all of those tribes that have peopled Ireland, only mine 
could call forth no "Seanachie," historian, among themselves.  
Bards, poets; yes!  But none to recall the glories of the past.  
Perhaps there were no glories, perhaps no past, and they lived only 
to survive the fleeting present with a modicum of good grace.  The 
English and other Irish called them "Tinkers" because of their skill 

 



 

at metal work, and some emigrated to the New World in previous 
centuries, so that Tinkers became known here as well.  A Tinker-
made knife was highly prized by our frontier people, according to 
those who know, and I have made two such knives personally: 
cutting, forging, grinding and heat-treating in the old ways.  I hate 
to say it but I think that modern technology does a better job even 
on mass-produced knives than I could ever achieve; so the hand-
made knives were given away.  We're not really strong on tradition 
when it works against us.  That's arguably the most characteristic 
feature in the Traveller lifestyle.  But one could make equally 
strong arguments for it being a down side or up side feature.                
                           -Gory at thasp, keener fortha karabd-         
     Laugh at death, but weep for those who die before their time.         
 
That's a little bit of Cant, the language of the Travellers.  Let me 
tell you something about us because it's not likely that you will 
have heard anything at all accurate.  We generally have a poor 
reputation, and some of that is deserved by some of us, but much 
of it is not deserved by most of us, even if we are outlaws. By the 
way, the word "outlaw" doesn't primarily mean "criminal," but "a 
person, group or thing excluded from the benefits and protection 
of the law".   I'll leave it up to you to decide which definition 
applies.  If any of you were able to keep track of the activities of 
hundreds of your cousins, possibly thousands, you'd probably turn 
up some bad ones too.  Still and all, police all over the nation have 
the habit of blaming every small time scam or extortion that's 
reported to them on one or another of the Traveller clans, if they 
meet three criteria:   the "perp" drives a pick-up truck;  he does not 
use overt violence; and he gets away clean. That's not much 
evidence to condemn all of three or four nations within a Nation.         
Sometimes I may speak of the Travellers as "us," sometimes as 
"them"; since I am only half a Traveller by birth, and share merely 
the softer parts of their existence in my life-style.  I don't ask 
anything of you except that you reserve judgment until you know 
us a little better, because we make very convenient scapegoats.            

 



 

Subject for today: Irish-American Traveller Wedding Customs 
Confession:  I haven't been to a real Traveller wedding in thirty or 
forty years. Wakes, yes. Funerals, sure. Weddings, no; I spent too 
long away from the Irish Travellers, living as a munkeri gyook, 
and now I'm in the wrong demographic to be an expert on Irish 
Traveller wedding customs. So why am I writing about them?   
Why?  Because I am (and I say this with all due modesty) the voice 
of sweet reason, possibly the only Irish Traveller both able and 
willing at this time to publicly dispute the malefic absurdities put 
out by "Dateline," "20/20" and "USA Today." I may not have 
attended every Traveller wedding there has been in the last sixty-
two years of my existence, but I remember the old days pretty well 
and I still "keep my ear pretty close to the ground." Damned 
uncomfortable position, that! (:>D)   What?  If you catch only the 
high points of television and newspaper coverage about Irish 
Travellers, you would definitely get the impression that we dress 
up our seven and eight year old girls like hookers, then parade 
them around so they can be sold to their first cousins as child 
brides.  What's wrong with this picture?  Irish Travellers are 
staunch Roman Catholics (even our worst enemies admit that) who 
are more concerned with the welfare of their children (they admit 
that, as well) than almost any other culture in the world.  Can 
anybody honestly believe there is that much evil in us?  The 
traditional Traveller response to such is almost New Testament.               
-Munya tha buer- 
 
Cherchez la femme.         
For a long time, I thought of the Travellers as a matriarchal society.  
In those days, when I was a boy, I wasn't able to pronounce the 
word, but I well knew whom to take orders from.  The orders 
usually involved carrying pails of water in the more primitive 
campsites.  Generally, the order-giver was my Aunt Betty, a tiny 
tank of a woman with the voice of a fire engine.  I was terrified of 
her until I was fourteen, when I suddenly grew taller than she was.     
I also loved her best of all my of my maternal aunts but didn't 

 



 

realize that until I wasn't afraid of her anymore.   It wasn't really a 
matriarchy, though; it was just that Traveller children see a lot 
more of women than men in their world.  Males and females had 
separate but equal fiefdoms to rule.  But when they did come into 
conflict every so often, monumental clashes would occur, 
generating an incredible sonic fallout.  Shrieking and bellowing 
like primeval dinosaurs, they would carry on their quarrel through 
nights that were interminably sleepless for their neighbors.  Since 
they followed the sun in their land voyages, windows normally 
would be wide open for cooling ventilation, and adjoining trailers 
were seldom more than twenty feet apart.  Still, there was a 
courteous tolerance that closely bordered on hypocrisy.  When the 
ladies of the camp would gather for a cup of tea in the morning, the 
subject of the previous night's quarrel was taboo, until the distaff 
participant would politely inquire if the other ladies had been 
disturbed by her husband's foolishness.  The answer was always 
the same, never deviating by a syllable.  "Honest to God, girl, 
never heard a word."  It was considered impolite to yawn for at 
least a few minutes afterwards. 
 
Destiny: 
Irish Travellers, indeed all Travellers, seem to be especially 
marked by Fate or God as a different sort of human being. There is 
no escaping that conclusion with respect to me in the knowledge 
that I am only half a Traveller by blood, for my parents were 
destined to be joined together. Theirs is a long tale about families 
that could not be separated by thousands of miles or two score 
years of wandering, and an inevitable coming together by virtue of 
impossible coincidences.  Perhaps within a longer story (see "Baby 
Rose and the Shajook") that tale might be told. At any rate, there 
are no grandchildren from their union. If there is any higher 
purpose to their conjoined destinies, it must be accomplished 
within the span of years allotted to my brother and myself. The 
differences between Traveller and "country person" are generally 
obvious in lifestyle and tradition, but otherwise subtle except for a 

 



 

strange thing about our minds.   Even without the language factor, 
a group discussion among Travellers, at least my branch, would be 
incomprehensible to others. A group of eight, for example, will 
maintain perhaps three separate conversations. All of them are 
usually conducted simultaneously. No one needs to stop talking in 
order to understand what anyone and everyone else is saying and 
tailor his or her part of each conversation accordingly.  When we 
gather, there is a lot of catching up to do in a short time for a 
suitable gathering place almost always borders a county line and 
there is ever a palpable sense of imminent departure. For the 
Travelling People, flight has always been more profitable than 
battle when they had a choice. When one is a stranger everywhere, 
there is no fallen enemy who will not be replaced by two.   Don't 
corner any of my family, though!  They have had no shortage of 
practice in extracting themselves from violent situations by 
whatever means they find suitable. And, despite the limited 
education available to any nomads, I have never had any reason to 
look down on the intelligence of my cousins. Indeed, in many 
circumstances, they'd be the first people I'd think of when in need 
of help or advice. 
         
My family tree is a spruce instead of a chestnut: 
I have to wonder about my chromosomes a little, at least once in a 
while. Hatchet jobs done on the Clans by "20/20" and its ilk some 
time back made a great deal out of Travellers generally marrying 
within the clan, and a lot of other garbage too. It is true that the 
children of nomads tend to mate with other nomads, if they would 
stay on the road. It's not easy to find two Irish Travellers who are 
not at least distantly related, and adaptation is difficult for 
outsiders who marry into Traveller families. We are the one social 
group that I know of with the classification of double-first cousins, 
the relationship between children born to siblings within one 
family who marry siblings within another.  It is not as though we 
are all first cousins though, and due respect is paid to the laws of 
church and state in this regard.  In defence of intermarriage 

 



 

between more or less distant kin, my clan is a healthy one. I've 
seldom heard of any genetic diseases within the family, and my 
cousins are usually bright as well as healthy. If that isn't annoying 
enough to critics, they're usually good-looking too.  I'm the 
exception that proves the rule.  But it's not as if there are no 
children born that eventually fail to live up to necessary standards; 
there are such children among us too. Leaving behind the rigors of 
the Travelling Life, they are usually quite successful among the 
Country People. 
       
Money: 
Money is a funny thing.  In the American culture, -forgive the 
oxymoron- if you don't have any you're often treated like a bum.  
Sometimes, it works the other way around as well.  A while back, 
there was a segment on the TV feature show, "20/20," about some 
Travellers, mostly the Scottish clan.  It was the same one I 
mentioned earlier that implied that we were all inbred. My only 
comment on the journalistic bias displayed therein will be this: If it 
were Gays, Blacks, Indians, Hispanics or even cartoon characters 
condemned en masse for the depredations of a few alleged rogue 
males in the herd, a humiliating apology would have been required 
the following week.  Much was made about the arrest of a father 
and son for alleged crimes against the elderly, and the fact that the 
permanent address on their driver's licenses were those of motels. I 
don't know the defendants or if they're guilty or even if they are 
Travellers, but what the hell do you expect to find given as the 
permanent address of people who don't have one? As long as they 
have no place to stay, you'd forbid them a license to go?         (Nor 
do we have the right to vote) 
 
And it doesn't help if we settle down. There is a community of 
three thousand Irish Travellers in the Carolinas. I won't mention 
the name of the village, although "20/20" did.  The "Sorrys" don't 
care for nosy gawkers. (The "Sorrys" is the name that was given to 
them years ago by my clan because of a characteristic mode of 

 



 

expression; "It's sorrowful hot today" or "That's a sorry mess of 
trouble you're in." You get the idea. It was not intended as an 
insult.) Their alleged crime on the show was to possess nice 
homes. How could they possibly own nice homes if they were 
Travellers, unless they were super-successful crooks? One cop 
claimed that there were ten thousand Traveller grifters roaming the 
country stealing three billion dollars from decent people, all of 
them elderly. Give me a break! He makes his living tracking 
Travellers, as though he were hunting Jean ValJean in "Les 
Miserables."  By the way, they generally got together to build those 
homes themselves and often several generations of each extended 
family live in them, just like the Amish. But the Amish get a better 
press.  All of this was on the basis of three arrests of men they 
named as Travellers, for small time scams or extortion. That was 
the unusual part. Normally, it's when they can't find the criminals 
at all that the Hue and Cry of "Travellers" is heard in the land. You 
know what's strange? Pick out any of those other groups, except 
the Amish; I'll bet you the Travellers have a lower arrest record. 
Not just convictions, arrests. The "Sorrys" aren't necessarily all 
angels, but they are not all devils either.       
   
The Romance of the Road: 
The Clancy Brothers once put out an album with a very 
sentimental song called "A Free-Born Man of the Travelling 
People" included in it.  Unfortunately, the Life isn't like anything 
you'd sing in a song. The work is still rough and open to the 
elements. The campsites always turn into mud puddles when it 
rains.  And it seems to rain a lot.  In the old days, working 
bathrooms in travel trailers were non-existent, and even if they 
hadn't been, sewer connections at trailer camps were also virtually 
absent. Water was often carried by hand in pails. -My job, usually- 
please don't confuse our homes-on-wheels then -our "norches"- 
with mobile homes, which are too large and ungainly for use on 
the road.  Let's just say that there was no way you could stay out of 
the rain for long.  Still, I remember once when we were assembled 

 



 

near Niagara Falls for a big wedding, hundreds, maybe thousands 
of us; the days of gathering, and the quiet nights listening to the 
occasional wail of a locomotive across the valley before falling 
asleep.  I was twelve, and it was a time of glory for me. 
 
How the hell did they do it?  I've lived alone in a trailer that's 
bigger than any my relatives had when I was a kid, and crowded 
myself out, even though most of my possessions were still in my 
home in New Jersey.  How the Travellers ever raised three, four or 
even six kids on the road is completely beyond me.  There was 
only one small room intended for a bedroom in their trailers, and 
the kids were stacked like firewood at night wherever there was an 
inch of room.    
 
In my time with them, the men would be away all day trying to, 
and usually succeeding at, making a living.  The normal 
occupation then was the painting of barn roofs and sometimes silo 
caps, which were especially dangerous.  Every family had one or 
more pick-ups driven by the husband or older sons, each pick-up 
truck mounting a compressor and the necessary spraying 
equipment, as well as a trailer hitch for moving on.  The men 
would sometimes joke about having to leave the county before the 
next rainfall, but in the main, their work was at least okay.  After 
all, they traveled the same general routes year after year, and, in 
the years before recreational vehicles, a caravan of travel trailers 
was not difficult for the Law to track down.  As often as not, if an 
offense was committed, the offender was the farmer whose barns 
or silos were being painted. Money was often tight for both 
Travellers and farmers in those days, and it was usually impossible 
to get a significant payment in advance for the work to be done.  
There were many times when their completed work went unpaid 
by the customer, with the cooperation of a local deputy sheriff.   It 
didn't take much:  A lie or the wink of an eye, and the Traveller 
family, along with any others found, would be hustled out of the 
county, often broke and desperate, with the deck stacked against 

 



 

them just as badly across the line.  It is one thing to be on my own, 
free as a bird, with plenty of bucks, "glonth, munya stammers".  It 
is quite another to have been on the road, poor as a church-mouse, 
with a family to feed.  When a sentence to a term in the workhouse 
was the probable answer to any protest, Travellers have sometimes 
had to find different ways to maintain their self-esteem and feed 
their kids at the same time.  "Beg, borrow or steal" was not always 
just a cliche to us.  It has also been a life-style raised to the level of 
an art-form when no other choices presented. 
 
The Ancestral Homeland 
First it was the horses... Back in 1999 I wrote about a legal scheme 
of the Irish government to confiscate Travellers' horses (What's 
New 11/21/99). Now it's their trailers (caravans) at risk of seizure. 
A friend in Ireland recently e-mailed a position paper issued by the 
Irish Traveller Movement covering this bald-faced road-side 
robbery. Her précis precedes it below: 
 
The government's own report, issued in 1995, identified a need for 
2,200 additional accommodation units for Travellers (more 
stopping places than there are families are essential if people are 
to have the option of moving).   We also heard, over and over 
again, the slogan "all Travellers in legal accommodation by the 
year 2000".  
 
Seven years on - two years after the deadline - 129 legal places 
have been provided. this is 95% short of identified need. The 
government has now passed a new law penalising over 1,000 
illegally camped Traveller families for its (not their!) failure to 
meet its own assessment of their accommodation needs. This is a 
bit like failing to build schools, then penalising people for truancy. 
These families literally have nowhere to go and can now have their 
homes confiscated, and be fined and imprisoned, for the crime of 
there being nowhere legal for them to stop.  This isn't exactly 
fair.... (exactly the same situation in San Francisco) 

 



 

 
July 2, 2002  Minister Martin Cullen reneges on his 
commitment to Traveller groups 
The Irish Traveller Movement will hold a picket today 2/7/02 
outside Dail Eireann at 5.00pm to show its anger and 
disillusionment with the governments' introduction of the racist 
housing law. The Minister for the Environment and Local 
Government today signed the commencement order for the 
Housing (Miscellaneous Provision) Act, 2002 which criminalizes 
trespass on public and private land leaving over 1,000 Traveller 
families in fear of being evicted. The Traveller Movement were 
given a commitment by the Minister that no order would be signed 
until the Traveller Movements' concerns were brought to Cabinet 
and also that the Traveller Movement would be fully informed of 
developments. None of this happened.  David Joyce National 
Accommodation Officer of the Irish Traveller Movement said `The 
government actions today are despicable. They have reneged on 
their commitment to us which make it impossible for us believe 
anything that they say in relation to Traveller issues.'  Catherine 
Joyce Co-ordinator of the Irish Traveller Movement said `the law  
is sending out a message to Travellers that this and previous 
Governments are not committed to addressing their 
accommodation needs. This law is racist and will make the 
situation for Travellers in Ireland impossible. It is disappointing 
that the first action of the new Minister is to bring in this racist law 
without even informing Traveller groups.'  Damien Peelo, Chair of 
the Accommodation Working Group of the ITM stated `Once 
approached by the Gardai Travellers should contact the ITM 
immediately. We will fight this law all the way to Europe and we 
are confident that we will win'.  Gràinne O'Toole of the ITM stated 
that the government record on accommodating Travellers is 
appalling while at the same time they bring in measures to penalise 
Travellers and move on Traveller families who have no where to 
go. The fact is that only 129 legal stopping places out of 2,200 
identified in 1995 have been provided by local authorities around 

 



 

the country and no government action has been taken to address 
this lack of progress. Ms O'Toole called for action on Traveller 
accommodation through the introduction of sanctions against local 
authorities by the government for the non-delivery of Traveller 
accommodation.   For more information please contact:  David 
Joyce / Gràinne O'Toole on 679 65 77/ 087 222 0253/ 087 
2825096/ 086 326 4115  N.B.: Anyone interested in expressing 
their disgust over the The Housing Act by e-mailing a protest to the 
proper authority, use the address:  
Katherine_Gallagher@environ.irlgov.ie 
 
Here is my response 
Dear Ms. Gallagher: 
I have been informed of some of the ramifications of Housing Act 
of 2002 by Irish friends of the Travelling People and wish to 
express my utter disgust over its moral bankruptcy. I am one of 
perhaps forty thousand American Irish Travellers who count Eire 
as our ancestral homeland and, at the same time, one of many who 
have vowed never to set foot on your soil until our Irish cousins 
have been freed from the state of internal exile that has so 
characterized their lives, especially over the last generation or two.  
There are two ways to effectively imprison a population segment: 
one, to wall them out; the other, to wall them in. If for nothing else, 
you are to be complimented for your [ministry's] brickwork on 
both. 
                                                                                                                       
Richard J. Waters 
Comments from an Irish friend: 
It rains a lot in Ireland. We do a lot of socialising, but rarely al 
fresco. We go to pubs. The tiniest village has several. Almost all of 
them sell food - anything from sandwiches to elaborate three-
course meals - and in smaller villages may be the only place a 
visitor can get a meal. Families spend Sunday afternoons in them, 
chatting, perhaps watching a big match on widescreen television. 
Children are welcome in the daytime, and catered for with potato 
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crisps and fizzy drinks. In the evening, they are entertainment 
centres, often providing live music. Pubs are crucial to the Irish 
way of life, and so admired by visitors that there is scarcely a city 
on the planet without an "Irish" pub or two.  Pubs serve alcohol as 
well as food, ambiance and entertainment. Sometimes people drink 
too much and, under the influence, behave badly. The publican 
asks them to leave and, in exceptional cases, tells them they may 
never return.  
 
Until new equality legislation came into force in 2000, publicans 
(who vehemently opposed the introduction of such a law) routinely 
refused to serve Travellers in principle - Travellers whom they had 
never met, and who had never behaved badly in their pub. In so 
doing, they expressed a conviction almost universal among the 
non-Traveller Irish: that Travellers are inherently violent and 
antisocial, and incapable of consuming alcohol without becoming 
aggressive. So entrenched is this conviction that the sight of a 
Traveller in a pub leads to an exodus of non-Traveller customers 
anxious to avoid trouble. The end result was de facto apartheid: 
Travellers frequented what were effectively all-Traveller pubs, 
confined to the larger towns. The new equality legislation has 
forbidden publicans to refuse in principle to serve individuals in a 
number of named categories, Travellers included, though they are 
still entitled to evict and forbid the return of individuals who 
misbehave.  
 
Unfortunately, the new law has not changed on-the-ground 
convictions. Non-Travellers, convinced that Travellers will, sooner 
or later, "go wild", continue to refuse to mix with them. Publicans 
are now legally obliged to serve Travellers - less than 1% of the 
overall population - but in so doing alienate most of the remaining 
99%. They are stuck between a rock and a hard place: serve 
Travellers and lose other customers, or refuse to serve Travellers 
and pay up to $5,000 compensation per successful discrimination 
claim taken to the equality tribunal (and Travellers have won 

 



 

82% of the cases they've brought).   
 
The Irish Independent - a national daily newspaper - of Friday 2 
August 2002 carried the headline, "Publicans to defy law with 
blanket ban on Travellers", reporting that publicans in one West of 
Ireland town have expressed their readiness to go to prison rather 
than observe the law. Their decision is supported by Tadg 
O'Sullivan, head of the 6,000 member publicans' union, who, citing 
"marauding" Travellers ("I can almost taste the blood"), called the 
equality legislation "state-sponsored terrorism" and claimed it was 
"inevitable" that the ban extend to other parts of the country. On 
Thursday 8 August, in a television interview, he stated that the 
awarding of compensation for discrimination is a "gravy train" and 
that Travellers have been refused service in half a dozen pubs in an 
hour and taken claims against all of them (obviously, if they were 
served, they would have no claim, and the fact that people can 
enter pubs knowing they will not be served is the issue here).  The 
editorial in the Irish Independent (2 August) backs the publicans, 
on the grounds that "Misconduct by a large minority of Travellers 
is an established fact. It ranges from vandalism to pitched battles 
with a variety of weapons. Some of the violence is drink-related. 
Publicans are reluctant to serve even orderly Travellers." In so 
doing, it voices popular prejudice. It is a popular paper and 
presumably wants to stay that way, just as the publicans want to 
keep their non-Traveller customers.”   For a very brief period after 
the passing of the new equality legislation, public expression of 
this popular prejudice became politically incorrect. With the recent 
ratification, and in some cases implementation, of the new anti-
trespass law, empowering the Gardaí to summarily evict and even 
confiscate the homes of Travellers on "illegal" sites (bearing in 
mind that there are 1200 more Traveller families than there are 
legal sites, and that the state which passed this legislation is 
responsible for providing accommodation), the government itself 
took the lead in rehabilitating the public expression of bigotry. That 
the association of pub-owners - a large, well-organised, well-

 



 

heeled body - are following that lead, is unsurprising.  
 
But in this climate of "free expression", what is inevitable is that 
the expression cross the line from refusal to accommodate (which 
is what the government and publicans have in common) to more 
direct forms.  In Gormanstown County Meath, 32 trailers had been 
illegally camped on the local racetrack since mid-July. They 
offered the owners $1,000 per week rent, and promised to be gone 
before the races took place. There were no complaints about their 
behaviour. Yet on 7 August, a local farmer drove to the camp and 
sprayed it, and its inhabitants, with slurry (liquid manure). They 
left.  Non-Traveller fear and loathing of Travellers is no news to 
anybody, but the prospect of its increasingly free expression is 
fearful and loathsome indeed.  Now that it's okay to say what 
everybody's been thinking all along, and becoming okay to do 
what everybody's been longing to do all along, what's next?  
                                                                      Sinéad ní Shuinéar 
 
From another friend to the Travelling People: 
The following relevent points are taken from a statement (full text 
given in Controversy) by Dr. Michael P. Flynn, summarizing the 
truths and fallacies he encountered about Travellers during his long 
service as a physician and public health official in Eire: 
 
#22. The Report of the Review Group on Travellers (1983) 
revealed that there is not a high incidence of alcoholism among 
Travellers and probably lower than in the general population. In 
former times fairs were occasions on which large groups gathered 
and later indulged in drinking and brawling which, being mostly 
open to public view, may have created the impression of constant 
drinking, whereas it mostly was occasional. 
 
#23. Brawling, which was common, may have been reminiscent of 
the rural Faction Fights of long ago. Family feuds occur from time 
to time and occasionally flare up. They are not unlike the vendettas 

 



 

which still occur in some Mediterranean countries. Slights and 
injuries are not easily forgotten. There may be periodic reactivation 
with group onslaughts onto individuals and property even up to 
present times. (But it must be borne in mind that brawling and 
injury may occur among the settled community during sporting 
events!) 
 
My take on all this:  Violence was seldom a fact of life to contend 
with among the Eastern branch of the Northern Travellers in the 
USA. There was one long-standing (50+ years) feud between two 
of our families but, in the main, though it had started with a deadly 
punch, that feud was characterized by mutual shunning rather than 
violent confrontation and was eventually resolved with good will 
and a handshake.  Fights between Travellers and Country People 
were even more rare; after all, we were and are outnumbered 
perhaps ten thousand to one in this country (as opposed to one 
hundred to one in Eire).  So I have no reason to believe that violent 
behavior is an inevitable characteristic of Traveler heredity or 
culture, even in response to threats from the non-Traveller 
majority. Our classic reaction was to shake the dust of such a town 
off our feet and go on to find a happier locale to sojourn at for a 
while. After all, we had five million square miles to choose from.  
That was then; this is now. In the US, "Reality TV" has vastly 
expanded the definition of "Mob Rule," and in Eire there is no 
room to run free, to ease away from the pressure of the sedentary 
majority, to slip out from beneath the paw of the Celtic Tiger.  So 
how about using Irish Football instead of fists to make a point? 
 
More Commentary from Ireland, from a Traveller: 
This last week I received several e-mails from a delightful young 
Irish woman who happens to be a wife and mother and a Traveller 
to boot. They speak for themselves so I'll reproduce them and my 
replies without change or comment, save for some minimal 
editing: 
 

 



 

At 06:54 PM 7/11/02 +0100, you wrote:  
Richard, thank you for providing this lovely website. I am a 28 
year old mother of one and today my son of 3 years old was treated 
like a second class citizen. I come from an amazing family, am 
married to a great man, have a beautiful home, and I have always 
been extremely proud of who I am. My beautiful little blond blue 
eyed angel is my heart and it angers me that ignorant people pass 
on their racist and hurtful remarks and attitudes to their young 
children. Is my child not valued in this country as "the precious 
future of Ireland"?  Yes.  The expectations from the government 
and my fellow countrymen of my child are that he will be a drug 
dealer, beat up old people, be anti-social. Then they ask why the 
travelling community is in trouble, but what else is expected of us 
when no matter what you do, you will always be an outcast in your 
own country? 
_____________________________________________________ 
Thanks for the kind words. May I reprint your e-mail on my 
website, minus your address and name of course? 
                                                                                                               
Richard 
_____________________________________________________ 
At 12:53 AM 7/13/02 +0100, you wrote: 
Hi Richard, you certainly can print my e-mail. I certainly feel 
better than I did yesterday, am better humoured, cooled down, so to 
speak !!! My angel is sleeping and I am counting my many 
blessings, Goodnight and God Bless, 
_____________________________________________________ 
At 11:58 PM 7/17/02 +0100, you wrote:  
Richard, 
I have been looking through your site [again], and I find it 
fascinating that although on the other side of the world, you all 
don't seem so different to my people. A distance of even 20 miles 
here can make a big difference between the different customs, 
morals, lifestyle and attitudes of the travellers.  Today is my 
mother’s birthday and I would just like to point out another 

 



 

difference between Travellers and buffers.  My parents are 
worshipped.  My father works very hard and will probably never 
retire.  He is a wealthy man, but, to retire would kill him. If he 
didn't have money, then we would all look after my parents very 
comfortably.  This is very common, from the poorest to the richest.  
He loves horses and as he doesn't drink or smoke, this is a great 
pastime for him. I am the oldest of 11   (5 of my younger siblings 
are actually my cousins, their parents were killed in a car accident), 
am married with one child and my father still buys me chocolate 
on his way home from work and drops it to me after his dinner. I 
never have to worry about babysitting, and I have a constant 
stream of visitors throughout the day. Women in these circles don't 
really have to work, but as we are settled Travellers, my parents 
encouraged all to complete our education, and MADE us all work. 
Honestly they were afraid we'd marry useless feckers and not have 
enough to eat, their view is, that, if he can't make money, then we'll 
be able to. This caused a little bit of controversy, but it's paid off. 
We're all good to earn money and to mind it!  I have two younger 
sisters of age not courting, because, frankly all the good men 
around here are married, and the rest are for the birds. They are 
always getting asked out, but the men are just not the right sorts. 
We come from a very loving family and we could not bear for one 
of our sisters to be mistreated, and, unfortunately this could easily 
happen. My mother is illiterate, but she runs her own small 
business, and is without a doubt the smartest and wonderful 
woman I know. I never knew she was illiterate until I was ten. I 
work as an after school provider for disadvantaged kids and my 
husband has his own business. Very few of the Travellers I know 
work for someone, for the most part they are self-employed. For an 
ethnic minority my people have a lot of self -confidence, but I 
know this comes from being successful, or from having money. 
My generation and younger (especially men) are mostly gone from 
the old ways of having great cheek and gab and are finding it 
difficult to integrate into the settled community because of being 
Travellers, and are finding it difficult to make money from self -

 



 

employment, because, they don't have the cheek or the confidence 
to do what travellers here do best, sales, contract work, etc. I am 
married to my second cousin, and thank God we have a healthy 
baby boy, and just to poke fun at the begrudgers, - we are all good 
looking people, not a wart, or defection in sight.  
 
So to get to the point (at last) we hero worship our parents, 
grandparents, CHILDREN, Siblings, nieces and nephews. We are 
extremely hardworking, accumulate wealth by saving, like nice 
things around us, are a very humourous people, we are 
compassionate, adventurous, we are very religious, and for the 
most part, we are good human beings. I have never met a buffer 
neighbour of a Traveller that after a short period of time as 
neighbours, did not completely change their opinion of Travellers. 
We have a way of becoming second families to these people and 
my brother married a neighbour of ours and they are very happy. A 
lot of my buffer friends are very lonely, disconnected from what 
little family they have, and seem to be of the attitude that they will 
shove their parents into nursing homes when they get the chance. 
Of course they aren't all like that, but they all envy our sense of 
togetherness. 
 
I know a lot of thieves, con artists and racists from both sides of 
the community, and I realise that the great man who I call Daddy is 
given the same treatment as the above, but there is no daughter 
anywhere with as much love, respect and pride as I have for my 
parents. I may be truly semi-educated, but I have the highest 
education in life, love, forgiveness, and after seeing my loved ones 
completely disrespected, treated like scum, I still don't have any 
hate in my heart. So I don't think I'm getting on too badly, and as 
for the bigots, my family is happy, healthy, our kids are loved, well 
adjusted, come from secure homes, to a certain degree protected 
from many bad outside influences and may I stress again HAPPY.  
 
Get your priorities right, there's no point in having a Trinity 

 



 

education if you’re a hateful, racist, bigot, and for the record, are 
you so sure you're going to heaven, being such a judgmental, 
hateful person? [Gaelic and Cant insults to bigots omitted.]    
 
[Open question to bigots:] Do I sense a little bit of envy regards the 
new pick up trucks? That's another thing that might prevent you 
from getting passed those golden gates. Somehow I don't think my 
spelling, bad grammar, or lack of a degree will get me stopped 
from going in there, do you?  Thank you once again for your 
lovely website, keep up the good work, God Bless,  B. 
 
You're right, B; there are many similarities, as there should be. Do 
you speak Cant or Gammon? All of us in the USA speak some 
Cant, rather than Gammon. I'd like to print this letter too, except 
for the Gaelic and Cant salutation, if you don't mind. It may 
surprise you that both expressions are familiar to me (it surprised 
the hell out of me).    Thanks again for the kind words about the 
web site.                                                                                                              
 
                                                                                                                        
©  Richard J. Waters 
*****************************************************                                                         

                   Us and Them             
http://eelkat.wordpress.com/2010/07/28/how-to-have-a-gypsy-
lifestyle/  
 
                         How to have a gypsy Lifestyle 
                    posted on Wednesday, July 28, 2010 
 
“Being at one with nature and free as a bird is the only way to 
live!” 
 
How I did it: 
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*Question Asked:* 
I want to become a full time RVer and live a gypsy lifestyle. 
What’s the pro’s and con’s. What is the greatest advantage fith 
wheel or motorhome, besides the cost difference in purchase and 
upkeep? What are the difference in safety concern? 
 
*My Answer/Advice:* 
Can’t answer those questions. We lived in a car. No motorhome, no 
trailer, nothing. Three people, 2 (big) dogs and a 3 cats in a 4 door 
sedan, for 9 years straight. =P That was 34 years ago, and I was the 
kid.  I’ve been part-timing in my car off and on ever since (34 
years total).  I’ve am planning on going back into full timing next 
year. Spending this year getting everything in order. I’ve got a 
friend who’s letting me keep my car (the very same 1964 Dodge 
we lived in all those years ago) in his garage and things I want to 
keep but can’t take on the road, in his attic.  This time around I’ll 
be living in a 1992 Volvo 240. I’m currently looking for a 
lightweight travel trailer (probably around 12') for the Volvo, so 
that I can take a bed, a toilet, and a few days supply of food along 
with me.   For me a Volvo with a 12 foot trailer is all I need. It’s 
just me and 5 cats, so, I don’t have a need for anything bigger. I’m 
one of those people who would rather sleep on the ground in a 
sleeping bag, than sleep in a bed, so I would only need the bed 
when it rains. I don’t need a stove because I tend to eat stuff raw 
(apples, nuts, sandwiches, etc), and whenever one is around, I tend 
to do all my eating at SubWay anyways! LOL!    
 
I’m very much an outdoor person, so I don’t need a house, seeing 
as I never stay inside. That means I also don’t need a TV, chairs, 
table, and practically everything else that comes with a big camper/ 
trailer/ motorhome. I’m never indoors long enough to use them, so 
why get a camper that has them?  I don’t need a shower, because I 
tend to go from beach to beach and it’s a simple matter to bath in a 
rinse off stall while wearing a bikini. And yes, I have even done 
that on Christmas day when the below zero wind chill on the beach 

 



 

was -48F. I go to Lobster Dips and Polar Bear Dips on New Years 
Day too. I got a thing for frigid cold North Atlantic waters. I’m a 
beach bum I suppose you could say. A good 3/4 of my time is spent 
at Old Orchard Beach, (off season and in the winter when the best 
sea shells can be found) where I have many, many, many relatives 
who let me park in their yards.    
 
Also, in 34 years, I’ve yet to set foot in a campground.  But yeah, 
basically, it’s about personal style more than anything else. What 
do you need? What can you live without? What will just be in your 
way? A lot of people are like me and would never spend enough 
time in the trailer/motorhome to warrant having anything bigger 
than 12'. Than again, there are just as many people who couldn’t 
survive in anything under 30 feet. There are a lot of things to ask 
yourself:  Is it just me? Is it me and my spouse? How many 
children are going to be living in it? How many pets? How much 
room does each person/pet need?  What about money? How will I 
earn my keep? Am I living off savings/pension? Will I work 
online? How will I get internet access? Will I sell arts and crafts at 
shows? Am I part of a traveling band? Will I work are carnivals 
and campgrounds? Do I need room to store products I sell?  Me 
personally? I’m an artist and an author. I make 100% of my 
income online by selling my drawings, paintings, and photography 
via www.zazzle.com and by writing articles for sites such as 
www.squidoo.com & www.associatedcontent.com and I sew dolls 
and small cat/dog/pet quilts and other assorted small crafts through 
www.Etsy.com . All of my artwork is stored on the hard drive of 
my computer so there is no need of storage space, and the crafts 
that I make are small, so I keep them in a cardboard box that is 
about 3 feet square. I don’t have any credit cards and I pay for 
everything online via my PayPal account or offline via cash on 
hand. Also, for those wondering how much I make: my income 
varies from $90 to $200 per month. The most I ever made in a 
single year was $2,800. My income is less than $3,000 per year 
and I get by quite well and never want for anything.   Will we be 

 



 

eating at fast food places or cooking our own meals? If cooking 
our own meals, will it be stovetop, oven, microwave, bbq grill, or 
campfire pit? Will we need storage space for food or will we be 
going from WalMart to WalMart and be able to buy what we need 
one day at a time?  Do we need a toilet or will there be enough rest 
stop places to go without. (I have an over active bladder problem 
and have to stop to pee about twice per hour – thus why a toilet is a 
MUST for me.)  What about health? After a 2 month long coma, 
my dad is disabled. He has diabetes, his medication has to be 
refrigerated. In spite of his disabilities, he’s planning to get a 
motorhome when he retires, the need for refrigeration is a 
contributing factor that he has to look for when looking at RVs. 
Because of a heart condition and a bad leg, he can not be more 
than an hour away from a hospital. He has to map his travel plans 
around hospitals and Rite Aid/CVS locations. Because of his leg he 
needs a motorhome that can accommodate a walker and has a 
wheelchair lift – not easy to find. If you or anyone traveling with 
you has health issues, you have to look at what their needs are and 
base your RV buying decisions on those needs.    Then there is 
towing and drivability to consider.  For starters: What type of car 
do you drive? There’s a big difference from a SMART-CAR to a 
Dodge Power Ram 1 Ton Pickup. What you drive now, will help 
you decide what you will drive once you start RVing.  If you want 
to keep your car instead of buying a pickup truck, that will 
seriously limit your options as anything over 16 feet will be way 
out of your towing capacity. If you don’t have one already, can you 
afford a $20,000 – $40,000 pick-up that is big enough to pull your 
trailer? Or if you opt for a motorhome, will you be towing your 
car/truck/motorcycle along behind it?  What about gas mileage? 
There’s a big difference from 15mpg to 5mpg. If you are going to 
drive a super sized motor home while pulling a car behind it, every 
day, do you have enough savings and monthly income to pay $100 
or $200 or more for gas each and every day? I was pumping gas 
one day last summer when a guy in an giant mega sized RV was 
also pumping gas and complaining that he was paying over $500 a 

 



 

week for gas and was going to have to stop using the RV. What are 
your gas spending limits? What are the mpg rates for the car/truck 
and the camper you want? Can you afford to go as big as you’d 
like or will you have to go smaller just to be able to afford gas?   
The bigger the camper/trailer the better your driving skills need to 
be. Some RVs are as big as an 18 wheeler. If you are going that 
big, you may need to get a bus driver or truck driver license 
depending on what state you register it in. How big of an RV can 
you reasonably and responsibly drive… really? Think about it: 
have you ever driven either a bus or an 18 wheel rig? Before you 
dish out a lot of money on a super sized motor home, you need to 
try test driving a few to see if you are personally comfortable 
behind the wheel of one or not. Some people are, some people are 
not. Likewise, some folks are great at towing, while others are not. 
You may such at maneuvering a trailer and find a motorhome 
easier to do or the other way around. Until you get out there and 
actually test drive one of each, there really is nothing any one on a 
forum can recommend as to which is better because each person is 
different.  And than there is towing capacity. How important is it to 
keep the car you have now? If you plan to keep the car/truck you 
have now, how much can it safely tow?  I have a Volvo. I love  my 
Volvo. I’ve had it for years. It’s maximum towing weight is 3,300 
pounds. However, it’s an old Volvo, it has problems…lots of them. 
I’m constantly having it worked on. It has fits of temperament 
whenever the temps hit 30F and every time we get a heavy rain. 
Every one is always telling me I should get a better car, or at least 
a better Volvo. But you know what? I like this car. I’m used to this 
car. I’ve also be told by mechanics that there is no way in hell that 
this car will tow its recommended 3,300 pound towing capacity. 
They say 2,500 pound tops, and the more I can stay under 2,000 
pounds the better. Well, that means I need a VERY lightweight 
trailer BEFORE I put anything in it, because it has to weigh under 
2,500 pounds AFTER I load me and my stuff into it! So that 
drastically limits the trailer options out there for me.  Now if 
having a big trailer with a lot of space was a high priority for me, I 

 



 

would have to sell the Volvo and get a car or truck with better 
towing capacity. But for me, keeping this car is more important to 
me than having a lot of space in the trailer, thus in my case at least, 
the smaller the trailer the better. I’m still looking at trailers at this 
point and right now Thor’s T@B and T@-DAH are looking like 
my best options, because they are small, lightweight, designed to 
be towed by compact cars, and fit my personal needs. So, yeah, if 
you will be towing, you have to consider the car/truck you already 
have and wither or not you are keeping or trading, and match your 
trailer to what your car can handle. I mean, the last thing you want 
to do is overload your car and have to buy a new transmission!   As 
a general rule the more income/savings you have, the bigger you 
can go. But than again, why do you want to be a full-timer? Are 
you planning to do a lot of wilderness boondocking? If so, a car 
and tent will suit your needs, as the dirt roads to get into the 
wilderness are not rv friendly (I know – been there, done that. 
Deep wilderness boondocking is my own personal style, thus why 
a car and a small trailer are personally best for me). Will you be 
going to a lot of state fairs and craft shows? If so, you’ll need 
something with a lot of storage space, thus a bigger trailer or 
motorhome would be better for you.  So you see, there are a lot of 
variables you have to consider. Why do you want it? How much 
can you afford? What are your driving skills? How will you be 
using it? How many people/pets will be going with you? What 
health issues are there to think about? Where and how will you get 
your meals? Where and how will you sleep?  In short, no one 
answer is right for every one and you may have to buy and sell a 
few RVs to find the size and type that best suits your personal 
needs. What I did was to sit down a write of a list of everything I 
could not do without, and everything I could live without but 
didn’t want to live without, and everything that would in some way 
effect my choice. In the end, I found out that for me a Volvo with a 
12' trailer was more than I needed and would suit my needs 
perfectly. Only you can decide what it is that will best fit you.  
Hope that helps. 

 



 

 
*Question Asked:* 
Any regrets on selling house to go full timing? 
*My Answer/Advice:* 
We didn’t sell our house. Instead we rented it out, which gave us a 
monthly income while on the road. It also gave us the option to 
still have a house to go back too, should at some point we decided 
full-timing wasn’t for us, and we still had a permanent mailing 
address. (Our mail still came to 146 and the renter’s mail came to 
the new 146-A.)  
 
*Question Asked:* 
What was it like being a gypsy? Why did you give up the gypsy 
lifestyle and how do you plan to get back into it?_ 
*My Answer/Advice:* 
I was a “full-timer” for 9 years back in the 1970s. (I lived in a 1964 
Dodge). I never did any cross country traveling, and basically lived 
in a different town on Maine every week, and over the years have 
lived in practically every town and city in Maine at one point or 
another. I love Maine, I never had any desire to go any place else. I 
was born and raised in Maine, and am a full time resident of 
Maine, I just didn’t live in a house and made the entire state my 
home and I loved it. So, I guess I’m sort of weird when it comes to 
full-timing, because I always hear others saying the “whole 
reason” for full-timing is to travel from one side of the country to 
the other. Well, okay, that’s great if you like traveling, but, that’s 
just not my style.  Anyways I did this for 9 years, and then 
everything changed. I gave it up for a “normal” lifestyle because 
that’s what all my friends and family and my 264 relatives told me 
I was “supposed” to do. I will point out at this point, that my 
relatives until the 1960s were gypsies – in race and culture and 
lifestyle. We all lived together in a caravan of cars, vans, campers, 
and buses – all 264 of us, aunts, uncles, cousins, in laws, each 
couple with no less than 8 children, one wife with 15 children and 
there were 4 polygamists in the group, thus why there were so 

 



 

many children over all. I was still a baby back than, so I have no 
actual memories of living in the big caravan group, which 
disbanded when I was just 2 years old.   Anyways, the whole kit 
and kaboodle of them, went their separate ways and took up 
“normal” lifestyles with houses and jobs and living the whole 
“American Dream” thing. They shun the “gypsy lifestyle” and go 
out of their way to hide their race and culture. Me, I guess I sort of 
had lingering memories of that life, even though I was still a baby 
when the whole thing ended, because by the 1970's I had started 
living on the road as mentioned above. I did that for 9 years, but 
than gave it up to live a “normal” life with a house and a car and a 
job. I did this because my relatives were very persistent and very 
good at making me feel guilty about not being “a normal person”.   
Anyways fast forward to today, 34 years later. I tried to “live a 
normal life” doing the whole living in a house and having 
neighbors and working at Macy’s part time and selling Avon part 
time and writing part time. I tried to “fitin” and for 20 years I have 
been miserable! I’ve gotten more and more depressed with each 
passing. In the past couple of years I became suicidal. I could not 
understand why. I mean, I had a “normal” life. In theory I have the 
“perfect” life, or so I was being told. I should be happy, right? This 
past year I’ve done some serious soul searching to try to figure out 
what was causing my depression, and it occurred to me, that it 
started when I moved into a house! It got worse when I got a 
“regular” job and started living a so-called “normal” life.   Then 
last summer some one asked me: “Why do you do what your 
family tells you to do? Why don’t you do what you want to do? 
Why do you care what they think? Look at them, they are far from 
happy with their own lives. They are only busy bodies trying to 
control your life, because misery loves company and they are 
miserable and they were jealous of seeing you happy so tried to 
make you be miserable right along with them.”   Hearing that was 
a real eye opener. I started looking at the people telling me how to 
live my life, and realizing, OMG! They are not happy! I never even 
noticed it before. I was too busy trying to do everything they were 

 



 

telling me I was supposed to be doing, to even step back and look 
at why they were so bent on telling me what to do.  Suddenly it 
occurred to me: I have spent the past 20 odd years doing what 
OTHER PEOPLE told me I SHOULD be doing instead of doing 
what I WANTED to be doing.  But than I had to ask myself, if I 
could do anything, anything at all, what WOULD I be doing?  
 
The answer: I never would have stopped living in a car on the side 
of the road (Damn right!). I never would have stopped going from 
the bottom of Maine to the top of Maine and back, year after year. I 
never would have stopped going from one Maine beach to the next 
week after week, each week living at a different beach. I would 
still be bunking down in fishing villages and eating at fishing 
shacks and conversing with fishermen on the docks. I would still 
be parking the car at nature preserves and spending hour after hour 
hiking through Maine’s glorious green forests. I would still be 
eating soggy sandwiches out of the trunk of my car, while 
photographing Maine wildlife. I would still be sleeping under the 
stars, without a tent on the ground with nothing but a sleeping bag, 
and listening to crickets chirping. I would still be doing what I 
loved best of all: living close to nature. I would still be happy if I 
had not giving up this “full-timer” lifestyle I had had all those 
years ago.    I guess I’m just a nomad at heart and settling down in 
one spot, is simply not for me. And so, I am spending 2010 getting 
my life “in order”, paying off bills, getting rid of stuff, downsizing 
big time, getting my car fixed up and ready to become a full time 
road trip car, and seeking out the “perfect travel trailer” to suit my 
needs. And by this time next year, I will be back on the road, back 
in the life style I love, back to living full time without a house and 
calling once again the entire state of Maine  my home address.  
Sorry for the long story. But I just needed to tell this to some one 
who would understand the need to live houseless and on the road, 
and at the moment none of my friends or family understand me or 
my desire to live this nomad lifestyle, they think I have lost my 
mind, literally, they keep setting up appointments with 

 



 

psychiatrists and psychologists! The doctors have pointed out, that 
it is my relatives and not me who have some serious mental issues 
here, because as the doctors have pointed out: I’m in my 40's and 
these relatives (uncles, aunts, and distant cousins, some of whom 
I’ve never even met because they live in Utah and I live in Maine!) 
have no right to tell me how to run my life, and the fact that they 
have gone so far as to call in doctors is proof itself that they are 
suffering from a serious condition   (I forget what he called it)   
that causes them to need to be in control of everything around 
them. WOW! You know what, in a way, I’m glad they sent me to 
all these doctors…now I know that I’m not crazy for wanting to 
live the lifestyle I want to live, and what’s more, now I am able to 
look at the people who stopped me from living the life I wanted to 
live and realize, they have no say over anything I do and I don’t 
have to listen to them. What a load off my mind that is! (I know, I 
should have thought of that on my own and I feel stupid for never 
thinking of it. I guess sometimes we just need an unbiased outsider 
to force us to see things as they really are!)   But anyways, I was 
wondering, is there any one here who has ever had a similar 
problem? Did you live a full-time rv lifestyle and give up on it for 
some silly reason than go back to it years later? Did you dream of 
doing it for years but put it off because family/friends made you 
feel guilty for wanting this life? If so, please share your story about 
what stopped you and how you got back into it.  
 
*Question Asked:* 
What got you thinking of returning to your old lifestyle? 
*My Answer/Advice:* 
My car was vandalized over the course of several years. My tiny 
beach house was burnt to the ground by these same vandals. 2 
months ago these people (members of my family btw –  those same 
relatives I mentioned earlier) cut my car in half and stole it, and 
sold it to a junk yard. see http://www.squidoo.com/stolencar for 
pictures of the before and after of my car and the details on why 
they did it.   Well, while that has been going on, I’ve been trying to 

 



 

live my life and ignore these people and do what Jesus taught: turn 
the other cheek. But there are just so many times I can ignore these 
stupid acts of violence, I mean they’ve been doing this stuff on a 
weekly basis for well over 27 years now! The car was the last 
straw, it just made me start rethinking everything. I mean, they cut 
my car in half! I lived in that car! I don’t have a place to live now! 
And I realized, I had to do something to expand my income so that 
I could fix my car and than go back on the road full time once 
again. On the road, they did not bother me, largely because they 
never had any idea where I was or how to find me. I was happy 
and peaceful and free. I want to be happy, peaceful, and free of 
these over bearing relations of mine once again, but to do that 
requires I start making a bit more than $3,000 per year, due to the 
fact it’s going to take $50,000 to put my car back together now!  
I’ve been going over ways to expand my income using Etsy. I sew 
everything: cloths, dolls, quilts, tote bags, dog beds, you name it 
I’ve probably sewn one! I embroider, cross-stitch, crochet, 
needlpoint, bargello, chicken scratch, French knot, blackwork, and 
crewl. I pleat, I smock, I yo-yo, I do 3-d beading, and I even have 
the patence to make cathedral window quilts and king sized hand 
beaded and embroidered crazy quilts. Seems like I should be able 
to do this as a career instead of a hobby, right?  So – uhm – a 
sudden and unexpected gift of money (from not one, but two 
different people, both with an attached note saying to use the 
money to expand my home business) has resulted in my buying a 
lot of sewing supplies the past couple of weeks. Ben has cleared 
out one side of his living room and turned it into a mini-sewing 
room for me, and I will not likely be online much for the next 
several weeks, as I will be spending the rest of the summer at his 
house, sewing a whole lot of stuff, that you should see show up or 
sale on my Etsy shop (what’s her link???) in late summer early 
fall.  And I will be doing something I haven’t done since before the 
fire that left me homeless 4 years ago: quilting. So with Ben’s ok, I 
am turning my quilting hobby into a full-time career. Getting back 
into sewing full time again, should also have a huge effect on my 

 



 

mood, seeing how not having a place to set up my sewing machine, 
thus not being able to sew was one of the things that was causing 
my major depression fits. I love sewing and not being able to sew 
was like cutting my arms off. I mean, before the fire I was sewing 
every day all day long. 
 
And the goal now is:  Short term: make enough money from 
Etsy, to buy a booth and do what I really want to do: become a full 
time artisan taking my crafts, dolls, and quilts on the road to fairs, 
festivals, and shows.  Long term goal: make enough money to 
restore the Goldeneagle  
(http://www.squidoo.com/stolencar) and get a careval wagon style 
… to match it, pack up my cats, my comic books, and my sewing 
and become a full time artisan living on the road, traveling across 
the country from one fair to the next – doing what I love most of 
all: sewing, attending fairs, and living in the old Dodge.  People 
have called me a gypsy, like it was an insult, but that is the life I 
grew up with as a very small child. We were gypsies. We lived on 
the road. We lived in that car. We followed the fairs. In the late 
1970's we settled down and became farmers. I have never liked 
farm life. I am not a farmer.   A week or so ago, it was pointed out 
to me, that I have spent the last several years “taking orders”, 
living life the way other people around me thought my life 
“should” be like, and I was not living my dream. They told me, I 
not only was not living my dream, but I was burying my dream 
alive and killing it and it in turn was killing me. It has damaged my 
health and put me on a dangerous downward spiral into depression. 
Then this person asked me: You are always doing what every one 
tells you to do. What do you want to do? If there was no one to tell 
you what to do, what would you choose to do?  I’ve spent the past 
2 weeks thinking about that question. I used to have goals. I used 
to have dreams. And then… something else happened…on a whim, 
I went to a psychic and had my first ever psychic reading. I don’t 
believe all that psychic stuff so my having a reading done was 
more for a laugh, until I actually got the reading done.  The reading 

 



 

said: In a few days you will be taking a trip. That trip will change 
your life. It will revive old memories and hopes and dreams long 
ago forgotten. It will set you on the path to a new life and a new 
career, one you have dreamed about but tossed aside.  Well, here I 
am, me, the agoraphobic who can’t leave the house let alone go on 
a trip. Me? Go on a trip? LOL! I developed agoraphobia 9 years 
ago. Weird, seeing how before that I never wanted to be in a house 
at all! You see in 2001, there was a really huge vandalism event 
that resulted in the police calling the state police, who in turn 
called ABC news reporters, and than for the rest of the year I had 
paparazzi all over my lawn, along side of people also throwing 
rocks at me, and a couple of drive by shootings which resulted in 
me having 2 motorcycle cops camped out on my lawn as 24 hour 
guards for the following 6 months. Suddenly I found myself on 
front pages of newspapers and on the evening news, and strangers 
would drive up in the yard and start bombarding me with 
questions. I just did a total freak-out melt down, locked myself in 
the house and refused to set a foot outside, and wouldn’t even 
leave in 2006 when the vandals set fire to my house. I had to be 
carried out and by that time my hair and cloths were in flames. I’m 
lucky to be alive right now. So, now here I am terrified of going 
outside due to the vandals and a psychic is telling me I’m about to 
go on a trip?!? LOL! But than, as many of you already know, last 
week, the Yarmoth Clam Festival happened. As is usual for the 
festival, a band of gypsies who opperate New England’s largest 
side show and carnnie attraction, set up there carnival on the 
outskirts of the Clam Festival.  During my early childhood the 
Clam Festival was a yearly event for my family, as was the State 
Fair, the Strawberry Festival, the Moxie Festival – you name it, if 
it was a carneval event we were there. (This was before the whole 
“White Monkey” event that has a drastic effect on my life and 
changed everything).  We lived in the Goldeneagle back than, 
sleeping on the side of the road. I loved it. I thrived on it. I loved 
being part of a band of gypsies, following carnivals and living on 
the road. Part of the reason I kept the Goldeneagle all these 34 

 



 

years was because seeing that car brings back memories of our old 
gypsy lifestyle from way back than. And that was always my 
intention with rebuilding that car – to once again take it on the road 
and follow the carnivals and sleep in the ditch. I know to some 
people that sounds crazy, but I really love that lifestyle.   And, I 
forgot that.   It’s been so many years since I have been to a fair or a 
festival or a carnival, and that used to be such a big part of my life. 
The lights, the cotton candy, the ferris wheels, the merry go round, 
the popcorn, the booths of plastic junl for sale next to the booths of 
fine art crafts, the clowns, the freaks, the drag queens, the 
costumes. I didn’t realize how much I missed that, until out of the 
blue, last week, Ben suddenly decided (after reading my now 
deleted FB note) that I needed to get out of the house and back 
around people again, and he took me of all places, to the Clam 
Festival.  But he took me there, not realizing that Smokey’s Great 
Show had set up their huge traveling side show-carnival-circus in a 
field just behind the Clam Festival. Smokey’s Greatest Show is 
THE VERY SAME carnival that we used to follow around in the 
Dodge back in the 1970s! I know these people. I remember these 
people. They are all the same people I remember running the show 
30 years ago! I couldn’t believe it when I saw them. The same 
rides, the same acts, it was liking going back in time, everything 
was still the same. The people were older of course, but they are 
still the same people.  I spent 3 days and nights there, just soaking 
in all the carny life atmosphere, that has for so long been missing 
from my life.  And then I realized. This is what I want. This is what 
I have always wanted. That’s why I kept the Goldeneagle, because 
it reminded me of a lifestyle that I haven’t lived for 30 years. And 
that’s when it hit me: that was my dream, that was my goal, and I 
pushed it aside because other people told me it was a stupid dream. 
I buried the goals that were my heart’s true desire, in order to live a 
life I hated, because that’s what other people told me I was 
“supposed” to do.  I actually have some old blue prints I drew up 
years ago, of the booth I was going to have built. Living on the 
road, being a full time carny worker running booth at fairs THAT 

 



 

WAS MY DREAM.  And now, with everything that has been 
happening the past few years and weeks, I’m starting to realize, 
this all happened for a reason – to get me back on track to a dream 
that I tossed aside, because others thought that dream was silly. 
Well, maybe it was foolish and stupid and silly to them, but it 
wasn’t to me. It was the think I loved dong. I’ve been miserable 
ever since I gave up that lifestyle. I’ve been depressed ever since I 
let other people control my dreams. That has to change. And I’m 
going to change it.    But the psychic was right – I did go on an 
unplanned trip and it did revive old memories and it did result in 
some major life changes, namely that it just smashed my 
agoraphobia and set me back on track to a lifestyle that I had lost 
sight of  and forgot I loved so much.  And that now, is my long 
term goal: to revive my goals and live my dream.  It took me 9 
years.  It made me Happy and free!  
                                                                                                                                             
© eelkat 
***************************************************** 
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                           I live in my car  
                      by SUPERJOE on APRIL 23, 2008   
                                          (U.S.A) 
 
Jassen Bowman  explains why he decided (like many others) to 
live full-time in his car: 
 
As I sat across the breakfast bar from this lovely young couple in 
their beautiful, meticulously ordered home, they told me they were 
finally going to be able to build their dream home in the country. 
And I was going to be part of that process for them, in my small 
way, by helping them sell their current home in the suburbs. As I 
filled in blanks spaces on the listing agreement, I casually asked 
them about their new home.  “Oh, it’s going to be great. We’ll have 
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huge south facing windows, and we’ll be on 5 acres in the 
foothills…”  It sounded like a dream in so many respects. Their 
two young daughters would be in a better school district, their dog 
would have more room to roam outside, and they could enjoy the 
quick access to the mountains for all their outdoor pleasures.  The 
young woman continued, “…and the best part is that we’ll have 
two extra bedrooms, and at least 1500 more square feet than we 
have now…” 
 
This is where they started to lose me. The house they were in, the 
one they were hiring me as their real estate agent to sell for them, 
was nearly 3,000 square feet with a 3 car garage on a corner lot in 
one of the nicest, newest neighborhoods in the city. There were 
only 2 kids, and they each had their own rooms, leaving the fourth 
bedroom as a home office for the couple’s construction business. 
They had a massive kitchen and a large, finished recreation room 
in the basement with a huge big screen TV. The house was so 
spacious, in fact, that they had not one, but TWO whole house air 
conditioning units to keep the home cool in the summer.  At this 
point, I began to tune her out and ponder why anybody needed so 
much space. The home they were in was more than adequate, but 
to have an even bigger house, with bigger utility bills, bigger 
energy consumption, bigger water waste to keep the even bigger 
lawn green…It didn’t make sense to me.  I got their home listed, 
and sold, and they went on to build their dream home. I wonder 
what their lives are like now, with our declining economy and our 
hard hit local construction industry. I wonder whether this couple 
is losing their home to foreclosure, as are tens of thousands of 
other families in my home state of Colorado.  Including myself. 
 
Downsized, mobile lifestyle.  That’s why I’m so glad that I’m 
capable and willing of living a downsized, mobile lifestyle. It goes 
by many names, such as car camping, car living, van dwelling, 
boondocking, full timing, dwelling portably, and more. It comes in 
many sizes and styles, from backpacks to bicycles to compact cars 

 



 

to fully equipped, self-contained bus-size RVs. But no matter what 
you call it or how it’s done, one thing is for sure: More and more 
people are doing it, and they’re doing it for a greater and greater 
variety of reasons.   People ask me why I like to live a mobile 
lifestyle. Above all else, it embodies an ultimate sense of freedom, 
and opens life up to, well, living. In my not so humble opinion, the 
phrase “living life to it’s fullest” equates directly with 
“experiencing”. To me, that means experiencing new places, new 
people, new scents and tastes. Life truly is short, especially when 
viewed on a geological time scale.  Although I recently obtained a 
good job doing something I love, and I am in the process of 
recovering from past business failures that decimated my finances, 
I consider it a perfect time to return to car living. Having just lost 
my home to foreclosure, I have to move anyway. Sure, I could 
move in with a couple guys in a college town.   But, instead, I’m 
going to sleep in my car. That’s about all I do at home is sleep, 
anyway.  Otherwise, I’m out living life, which I believe is what 
humans should do. Out of the past 11 years, I’ve spent a 
cumulative total of about 3 years living in either a car or a van, 
usually for only a few months at a whack. My longest stretch 
included two months in a compact car, followed by eight months in 
a van, right after my divorce in 2005. That stretch of freedom was 
exactly what I needed at the time to pull myself together and move 
on with life.  Oftentimes, the real reason for doing something is 
simply because, “I can.” When you tend not to care what people 
think of you, but you dress well and stay clean, nobody will ever 
look at you and assume anything negative about your lifestyle, 
because they simply won’t know, nor would they understood even 
if they did know. But what they will see is that you have less stress 
and enjoy your life more than they do, that you are happier in 
general, and tend to have more energy and look forward to the 
rising sun. I love the freedom that car living provides, where my 
back yard can be a roaring river, a mountain meadow, a lake in the 
Rocky Mountains, or a pasture on the plains. 
 

 



 

Practical Car dwelling 101    Let’s talk about more practical 
reasons as to why car living is wonderful. Over the years of doing 
this off and on, I’ve discovered that, for myself, the KISS (Keep It 
Simple, Stupid) principle applies heavily. I’ve gone through the 
hassle of rigging up vehicle electrical sub-systems, installing 
propane tanks and heaters and stoves, figuring out elaborate 
schemes for heating, cooling, food storage, cooking, etc, etc. For 
some people, this is the way to go, especially if they are 
boondocking in the wilderness, where they have to be self-
contained. As a mostly urban car dweller, however, I’ve discovered 
that most of these items are not needed, and the vehicle simply 
provides transportation and a place to sleep. I like to plug into the 
commercial economy and the infrastructure around me, which 
frees me from being self-contained. There are gyms for showers, 
and plenty of places and ways to eat cheap, yet healthy, and stay in 
budget. 
 
Make a difference  On top of that, my energy footprint is 
significantly less than most individuals. Since my car gets about 40 
miles per gallon on the freeway and about 34 mpg in the city, my 
energy use is very low compared to the average American. Don’t 
get me wrong, I’m a very patriotic and stereotypically conservative 
Wyoming gun-totin’ redneck in many, many ways, but for crying 
out loud, most Americans are downright stupid when it comes to 
understanding their wasteful ways and the effects of that waste on 
climate change, groundwater contamination, and geopolitical 
instability caused by our excess consumption of fuel fossils.  
Living in a vehicle allows me to DO something about my 
environment, particularly the issues that are most important to me, 
which happen to be energy consumption and air and water quality. 
Even somebody that lives in a gas guzzling full size van has a 
significantly smaller overall energy consumption and air quality 
impact than somebody that lives in a full size, suburban American 
home.  On top of the personal freedom and environmental impacts 
of living a conventional lifestyle, there are also significant 

 



 

financial impacts associated with living in a home. Many people 
start their financial downturn by making themselves “house poor.” 
This means that they’re committed to such a large mortgage or rent 
payment that they’re financially strapped in other areas. Having 
previously worked in the mortgage and real estate industries, I 
know firsthand that one of the dirty little secrets of the mortgage 
industry is that most people will qualify for more, sometimes much 
more, than they can really pay. Also, people forget that their 
mortgage or rent payment isn’t their only monthly expense 
associated with a place to live. Like many services today, the costs 
of utilities are on the rise, particularly water and natural gas. 
Services like cable TV, high speed internet, and home phone 
service which most people consider “needs” also add to the bills 
every month. In comparison, vehicle living contains expenses that 
you would have anyway that are associated with your vehicle, such 
as maintenance and oil changes, food, clothing, etc., but replaces 
ALL of your housing expenses with perhaps, depending on your 
lifestyle, a higher monthly gasoline expenditure which is still going 
to much, much less than your traditional housing costs. There are 
many full time van, car, and RV dwellers that live quite 
comfortably on fixed incomes of less than $600 per month for ALL 
of their living expenses.  No matter what an individual’s unique 
circumstances and reasons for wanting to live portably, it’s a 
lifestyle that beckons to many people, and a growing number are 
choosing to answer that call. Expand your horizons and seek out 
new experiences, save money, and do help the planet, live portably. 
Go give it a try, sleep in your car tonight, even if it’s just parked in 
your own driveway. Start to see the changes that could be made in 
your life and your world, and you might just get a glimpse into the 
changes that you could make happen within yourself. 
 
COMMENTS 
etsetjason { 05.01.08 at 2:20 pm }     he should buy an rv 
* 
jessimonster { 05.04.08 at 5:09 pm }  Interesting. While not 

 



 

practical for me now, since I had a baby a few months ago, it 
certainly would have been a good idea for when I was younger. I 
once had a dream of travelling the Pan American Highway, this 
would have been a great way to do it. Maybe when I retire and all 
my kids are off to college. 
* 
4bron { 09.04.09 at 1:16 pm }   You’re very good for this low-
impact lifestyle. It’s inspiring and will help someone make the 
transition to that kind of life when they have to due to the bad 
economy. It is patriotic for you to have a car that goes 40 mpg on 
the highway or 34 mpg in the city. I don’t know why you feel you 
have to defend yourself for having a car with good gas mileage. If 
other so-called ‘patriots’ had always demanded high-mileage cars 
instead of gas guzzlers, we might be in better shape today. 
* 
Ghost Dancer { 01.13.10 at 2:57 am }   A few years ago, I started 
a yahoo group about this kind of freedom. Now I see you’ve 
adapted well to the positive influence of it. The group is over 5000 
members. Who knew that many folks would like this type of 
lifestyle.  Always good to find friends who chose this life. 
* 
Adrew { 01.26.10 at 2:15 pm }   What an inspiring way of looking 
at things. I had no idea that others had chosen this way. I thought 
of it as a last resort type of thing. I am however moved to this 
option even though I am not forced to. I have a good job and also 
operate a successful mobile business that installs security retail 
systems all over hells half acre. This work is primarily performed 
at night so I am forced to drive to and from my day job in the city, 
then to other sires in the city then back to the suburbs. Then I 
literally nap at home and repeat. Doing my daily part to ruin the 
environment not to mention fatten the landlords pocket. Like the 
author I only sleep at home, so why pay the rent for 4 hours a day 
and less? Thanks for opening my eyes to a whole new way of 
thinking. Great stuff. 
* 

 



 

alex { 02.08.10 at 3:10 pm }    i live in a car; 10 months now. It 
wasn’t by choice, and I HATED it at first…but now I can’t even 
imagine living in a house. I spent the entire summer driving up and 
down Highway 1 in california; as I type I am in Las Vegas…and in 
a few hours I will either head to Phoenix or Los Angeles. The key 
to living this lifestyle is to stay moving (for me anyway). I have 
found places that you can park for months, and no one 
cares/notices, but a lot of places you can only park for a night 
before someone tells you to leave. As long as you have proper 
registration, insurance, and a valid license, AND you are not 
parking in places that specifically prohibit car parking. 
* 
Qris { 03.01.10 at 3:08 am }   “Lifestyle” – what do you mean 
“lifestyle.” You’re a friggin bum. Where do you use the 
washroom? Damn fool brushing his teeth in a public bathroom. 
* 
Mike { 03.06.10 at 2:19 pm }   It might make sense to have a 
house if you can buy it with cash if your in a city with low 
property tax bills. If you sign up for a mortgage, your paying more 
than double the price of the house to make the owners of the bank 
more wealthy. If you dont want to be a slave working to give more 
than half your hard earned money to the bank and gov, then learn 
to live in a van until you have enough cash to buy a small house. 
That is, if you ever do decide you want to live in a house. I only 
sleep at my apartment and already sold my home. My next step is 
van dwelling and travel. 
* 
Chantel { 03.26.10 at 1:51 am }  Wow I am very inspired, I have a 
HUGE headache. I just found out I am totally screwed and I am 
pretty much going to be living in a warehouse. But now I want to 
live in a van! My friends told me about how awesome vans were 
but I didn’t understand why till I read this. They have all had to 
live and sleep in the van….. I think I want to be a hippy…. I am 
already half way there, I blow glass and play guitar all I have to do 
is get a van and its on!!!!  

 



 

 
(oh wow, I have met this gal, like a hundred different times over the 
past 19 years ~ if I had a dollar for every time someone walked up 
to me and said “I wish I could do what you are doing“… so just do 
it, I always reply) 
* 
Raymond { 03.29.10 at 9:50 am }  I currently live in an apt., pay 
child support and also pay for all my child’s sporting activities. I 
have two maxed out credit cards, and a financial loan payment for 
the next year. My car is small…but it is a car. I have reached the 
point of seriously considering living in my car when my lease is 
up. I belong to a gym..so there is never a problem keeping clean 
and shaved. Does anyone have an opinion about my situation? If I 
did go to this venture…where is the best place to park and sleep? I 
was thinking apartment complex parking lots. Any advice? 
* 
Raymond { 03.29.10 at 10:09 am }  I live where it gets cold in the 
winter….maybe a quality sleeping bag will take care of that 
problem…Rochester NY. 
* 
Nate { 06.01.10 at 6:15 pm }   I’m a single guy and thus have a lot 
of flexibility to do something like this. But I live in a warm part of 
the country, and wandered what any of you who have tried this 
recommend for staying cool at night without running the air 
conditioning all night. 
* 
Mina { 06.17.10 at 7:19 pm }   Great idea. I am looking into doing 
this very soon (starting next week).  I wanted to know however, 
where do you park the car? I’m planning to live in Toronto 
(downtown), any ideas ? 
* 
Sweet { 07.20.10 at 7:04 am }  Lovely lifestyle. Im 16 and looking 
for car. I need good gas milage but something i can live out 
of(truck, suburban, vw bus…) any suggestions? Great to finally 
see people live life and see our beautiful world instead of sitting in 

 



 

front of a tv or computer all day! I cant wait to explore california 
and surf every spot here! 
* 
Gilligan { 09.09.10 at 10:28 am }  Just wanted to let you know I 
just turned 37 divorced and moved to Hawaii from SC. I purchased 
a ford cargo van and just moved in it. Its the best thing I have ever 
done. Weather is great no rent park at work and saving $1500 a 
month to buy a sailboat. By the way I also have installed a hot 
water shower for $200 bucks. I am set! 
* 
LAtramp { 01.06.11 at 9:18 am }  What a relief. I’m getting 
closer to living in my car for the life experience and of course to 
save money to pay off debt. I was beginning to have second 
thoughts about my happiness. This is great motivation and I thank 
you for the extra push. Pretty soon I’ll be moving out of my wagon 
and into a nice 20-footer on the beach stress free.     Thanks again. 
* 
JulieC { 03.30.11 at 11:50 am }  I may have to live in my car, not 
out of choice, but because I’m homeless. I lost my job last January, 
and right now, I’m living in an extended stay hotel. My 
unemployment check is only $165 per week, and I can’t afford to 
stay in the hotel for more than a week at a time. I’m in the Denver 
Metro area, and would like to know where one can park and not 
get hassled. 
* 
LBD { 03.31.11 at 8:30 pm }   Greetings Julie C. I’m afraid I can’t 
offer advice about the “hassled” part. However, I can tell you that 
when I walk my dog late at night, I see many people sleeping in 
their car along my route. I live between three parks (it was one of 
the “benefits” of this neighborhood… now it’s drug central) and 
there’s a lot of police activity.  But it could be they’re so busy 
focusing on the parks they don’t look too hard at folks inside a car 
minding their own business. Anyway, I live at the corner of 
Mississippi and Oneida.  There’s tons of condos in the area, and 
you can’t miss the parks. I wouldn’t park inside the parks, but 

 



 

beside them, perhaps. Maybe between Oneida and Quebec. Best of 
luck to you. 
* 
NH { 09.05.11 at 10:41 am }   @ Raymond, No a sleeping bag 
isn’t enough. Have you considered snow birding, heading south for 
the winter? Spending winter in the northern climate isn’t a good 
idea and you would be most uncomfortable and then you would 
literally despise car living. Go south young man! 
 
@ Nate for keeping cool in the “free” sense if you could park in an 
area very near where water sprinklers are going all night the spray 
cools the air when you are in very close proximity and being 
downwind is the best and most effective. Parking under large shade 
trees at night also helps when in the morning when the sun begins 
to pound down on your little vehicle causing an instant and 
tremendous unbearable heat build up. A 12 volt fan in the window 
can also help. 
 
@ Mina, Toronto in winter is so cold! Do you think you could talk 
someone in letting you stay in a heated parking garage? 
 
@ JulieC, It is important to save your money and do so in a bank 
(for security purposes) and since you have to have a physical 
address in having a bank account ask a friend if you can use their 
address. The trick is when you are on a fixed income is to conserve 
your finances. Your vehicle must always be in running order so 
don’t scrimp on oil changes and light maintenance. if your car 
breaks down then where will you be but full blown homeless. Keep 
looking for work. Temporary employment agencies are a great 
place to get quick work and fast money. I have lived out of several 
vans and in my opinion vans are the best way to go. If you can 
afford it, please over insulate an area of your van creating a small 
and cozy area for winter use and a way to plug in for an electric 
heater or two. Living in a car, the only way you can be comfortable 
is to take out the passenger seat and create a real bed using a small 

 



 

mattress, then only will you be comfortable enough for a good 
nights sleep. I have a small car and the seat only goes back so far 
and is extremely uncomfortable. Do a web search and hit up 
vandwellers websites and glean much useful and necessary 
information. There are pages on stealth camping and is a must for 
the serious adherents of car living. 
 
Showers in your van are best accomplished by heating up water on 
a heat plate or propane stove and sponge bathe. Another more labor 
intensive way to shower inside your van is use the Shower Jug 
Method. You need to have inside your van an area set up with a 
chair over a drain to the ground. Use biodegradable soap to keep it 
legal. You will need a very sturdy one gallon jug with a heavy duty 
screw on lid (eg. laundry detergent bottle). Take an average sized 
nail and while holding it with a pair of pliers heat up the pointed 
end over a heat source and poke about six holes around the 
perimeter of the lid and one in the center making sure you are well 
within the lid so as not to mess up the threaded area to ensure a 
positive seal. Fill up your Shower Jug about half way with water, 
then heat up about a quarts worth of water not boiling but really 
hot and pour it into your Shower Jug. You can purchase a 
thermometer strip the kind with a sticky back and adhere it to your 
jug so you can best determine water temperature so as not to scald 
yourself. Put on the lid and now you are ready for your shower. 
The best and most proven method is the Navy Shower and I can 
tell you first hand it works very very well. In fact you will feel 
cleaner than taking an ordinary shower. Here’s how, First start by 
getting your hair wet and then using biodegradable shampoo tip the 
jug over your head getting it wet and lather up. Now leave the 
shampoo in your hair and begin to tip the jug and get the rest of 
you wet and with a wash cloth and biodegradable soap lather and 
scrub your self well. You will notice that you have to keep tipping 
the jug up to let air in so as not to form a vacuum, this you’ll get 
use to. Now with the remainder of the water in the jug starting at 
the top of your head and begin rinsing off. By the time you are 

 



 

done you may still have water left in the jug which just goes to 
show you that you can shower thoroughly with less than a gallon 
of water. Also by letting the soap remain in your hair and on your 
body for a time you will notice how squeaky clean you will feel 
when done. Of course this method works well outdoors if you have 
a private place to shower. Keeping clean is one of the most 
important aspects of car or van living. I hope this was helpful to 
you. Best Regards! 
* 
Will { 09.10.11 at 11:51 pm }   I am really thinking about doing 
this. I am pretty good on having little to go by and spending the 
day outside.  You can also spend some time at the library during 
the day.  I only have a part time job and hate the idea that my rent 
won’t go down as my wage did.  I am going to become a Gym 
member, so I can have a place to keep in shape and clean up.  My 
only concern is parking to sleep. I think I worry about that because 
I’ve never done it.  I used to think the same way when i decided to 
go camping alone. Now i do it with no worries.  That’s when you 
realize how dependent you are from the system.  Can you imagine 
being forced to spend the night at Yosemite National Park during 
the weekend by the river, because you don’t have an apartment or 
house to go to.  I can and I love the idea!!!   Yes, i will be driving a 
lot, but it will be for my own enjoyment.  I already cut down my 
credit cards bills by almost half and the less I have to pay, the less I 
want to pay. It is a great feeling not being a total slave to the 
system anymore. You are never 100% free, you just do what you 
can to minimize the dependency. 
* 
meape { 09.23.11 at 10:10 am }    I didn’t have a choice. My wife 
and I separated and she cut off the bank account and left me high 
and dry. I still have a decent job, but the first week is the hardest. It 
starts getting easier and now I can’t imagine sleeping in a bed with 
walls around you. 
* 
Maureen { 12.22.11 at 7:21 pm }   I’m a 40 year old woman and 

 



 

I’ve been living in my van for almost 4 months. Click on my name 
if you want to read about my story and how I’m getting by. 
* 
Wretha { 12.23.11 at 6:30 am }  Thanks for posting this Maureen, 
I’m reading your blog now, I’ll contact you soon with some info 
you might like :)  
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                       Living in a vehicle   (in Great Britain) 
 
I have a professional job and spend far too much money on a flat, 
but occasionally think of taking some time off, converting a van to 
a motorcaravan, and living in it for a while.   I was wondering how 
living in a vehicle would interact with the law (s139 in particular). 
Hypothetically, say, I have a few fixed-blade/locking knives, a 
wood saw or two, and perhaps a bow and arrows. All this would be 
stored away, normally, not kept "to hand".I assume that having a 
vehicle as my main residence wouldn't affect its status as a public 
place, though I wonder if there are any specific laws relating to 
one's home that might apply.  Would "it's my stuff and I live here" 
be likely to constitute a sufficiently good reason?    29-07-10 01:59 
Iron Hoarder  VIP Member 
* 
Location  North London  Re: Living in a vehicle 
Sounds pretty reasonable to me. Providing its a valid thing to have. 
I.e a food knife, not a sword!   Plus, if you're stopped with the 
contents then I'd say its OK, if you waving it around or holding it 
aggressively near said vehicle you're probably in trouble! 
29-07-10 02:04 PM #3  earthman  VIP Member 
* 
Location  London   Re: Living in a vehicle 
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I'm guessing that it's pretty much the same situation for any camper 
van or caravan that's out there, there's going to be knives in the 
cutlery drawer 24/7. 
29-07-10 04:37 PM #4   eeph  VIP Member 
* 
Location  Deepest Cornwall     Re: Living in a vehicle 
Yes, but I'm thinking about locking folders and outdoorsy fixed-
blades here. Kitchen knives in a kitchen, even a mobile one, seem 
pretty easy to justify, but I suspect that outdoorsy knives that aren't 
needed immediately might be a different case. 
29-07-10 10:56 PM #5    Iron Hoarder  VIP Member 
* 
Location  Camberley, Surrey  Re: Living in a vehicle 
You won't have much room so keep them in the kitchen. 
30-07-10 07:21 AM #6   Noddy  VIP Member 
* 
Location   Vancouver  Re: Living in a vehicle 
In the 80s the then (as now) government invented a shed load of 
laws to hinder the movements of similarly minded, van-living 
crusties. Most of the ones I met were good souls. Have a care    My 
edc (every day cynicism) says that, whilst it fell away for a while, 
there's still a lot of feds don't like or choose to understand 
anyone who could be vaguely interpreted as a bit gippo-ish 
Last edited by Noddy; 30-07-10 at 07:27 AM. (I'd far rather be 
happy than right)  
* 
Location   Deepest Cornwall   Re: Living in a vehicle 
Thanks for the reply!  Hmm, would be interested in any details. I 
haven't found a lot that prohibits sleeping in a vehicle. I guess 
there's the general vagrancy stuff to be careful of. I'm not 
thinking of becoming a stereotypical "traveller" type :-)  I 
guess I'd want to stay sub-3-inch non-locker on the outdoorsy 
knives if I could. I guess I'd have less problems with saws etc, even 
if they're technically covered by the same law.  (I wonder if a 
wood-handled mora would pass as a kitchen knife...)    30-07-10 

 



 

03:46 PM #8    Danzo  VIP Member 
* 
Location   Nottingham  Re: Living in a vehicle 
I don't think there is much that specifically bans sleeping/living in 
a vehicle, it's more about where you do it.   As to the knives and 
other bladed stuff I'd suggest keeping them in a lockable toolbox 
with other tools and/or outdoor gear like torches. It's no guarantee 
of anything, but should there be any issue with the police then you 
can at least argue that there is a good reason for the items, which 
you had secured in an appropriate place. 30-07-10 04:01 PM #9   
mrcharly     
* 
Location   york   Re: Living in a vehicle 
If your camper includes a little wood stove (even one you take out 
to use outside), then I can't see them objecting to a hatchet or two.  
As for the fixed blades, maybe just take some that have obviously 
utilitarian appearance and do a bit of whittling. Keep a project or 
two on the go and you are demonstrating reasonable use.   I used to 
live on a boat. Moored up in town there…there would be a little 
hatchet, a mora drawknife (very useful for splitting kindling on a 
hearth without making a mess) and multiple knives on board.  30-
07-10 04:05 PM #10  sarj    VIP Member 
* 
Location  Manchester    Re: Living in a vehicle 
if it looks like a kitchen knife ,performs like a kitchen knife ,then 
its a kitchen knife, might be difficult with an rtak 2 or trailmaster, 
but both perform well in the kitchen with a little care and attention, 
ask gordon ramsay.    30-07-10 04:42 PM #11  chalkball  Senior 
Member 
* 
Location  On the brink   Re: Living in a vehicle 
Originally Posted by eeph  (I guess there's the general vagrancy 
stuff to be careful of. I'm not thinking of becoming a 
stereotypical "traveller" type :-) 
 

 



 

I may be wrong on this (probably am) but I think whatever laws 
deal with vagrancy are based on personal wealth. For example, if 
the police found you asleep on a bench in a park then they could 
arrest you. But if they then found that you earned 60K a year and 
had 200 quid in your pocket then they wouldn't as you obviously 
had the means to house yourself, you wouldn't of been begging and 
you were 'obviously' just having a kip. My dad told me there used 
to be a law in Manchester were you were a vagrant if you had less 
than 2p in your pocket. But he never knew of anyone stopped by 
the police who was arrested for vagrancy because they didn't have 
any money on them.  30-07-10 04:59 PM #12   click  VIP Member 
* 
Location  Brit-Cit  Re: Living in a vehicle 
Originally Posted by click 
 http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/arti...e-picnics.html  And I 
remember this follow-up: link w/the relevant section:   "At 
11.45pm on February 23, police received a report that while Mr 
Knowles was in the Highweek Inn he had made an alleged threat 
that he was going to use a knife to harm someone.   The police 
were advised that Mr Knowles had left the address in a vehicle. 
The vehicle was stopped a short while later by my police officers, 
where Mr Knowles was arrested for supplying a positive breath 
test. A further test at the police station proved he was under the 
legal drink drive limit.  The vehicle was searched for a weapon and 
a Buck Whittaker lock knife was found. The knife is illegal and has 
a serrated edge."      
30-07-10 05:11 PM #14   Hatethatgiraffe  Trader 
* 
Location   Bedfordshire  Re: Living in a vehicle    At least, he 
could pay his costs with the money he got from the newspaper   
30-07-10 06:53 PM #17  stonehard  Senior Member 
* 
Location  Disley Cheshire  Re: Living in a vehicle 
I lived in a merc 407D van for 2 years. all over the UK and 
england. I carried an airgun and lots of knives but kept them 
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locked in a steel box under the seat. this was mainly to stop any 
would be thief getting them and starting trouble. the van was very 
plain and didnt attract attention but it was a former Honda race van 
and fully kitted out. all behind a bulkhead made from crap looking 
plywood. you can stay in commercial carparks for free and park up 
in lay byes etc but move around a bit. might be a plan to buy a bit 
of land then you can stay 6 weeks at a time. going out and coming 
back counts as moving. join a national gym and you can always get 
a shower and keep clean. being clean is a big challenge both you 
and the van. or you end up with a lovely aroma that you cant smell. 
I probably had the best years of my life in that van. give it a go 
30-07-10 07:12 PM #18   eeph    VIP Member 
* 
Location  Deepest Cornwall  Re: Living in a vehicle 
Thanks for all the replies - some useful thoughts there.  I keep all 
that stuff in a big toolbox already, for organisational purposes. I 
like the idea of locking it away.  I would try to make it a "stealth" 
van - ie, looking like a normal panel van from the outside. I'd want 
a small shower in the van, but would expect to use gym showers 
most of the time. All this is at least a little way off, but I like to 
plan things out well in advance     Iron Hoarder  VIP Member     
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                                  Vancouver, Canada 
 
Message eezerz Newbie  Location: Vancouver   Posted: Mon Aug 
22, 2011 8:46 pm     
Post subject: Hello from Vancouver Canada  
Hello.   I have been a lurker on this forum for a while now. There 
are a lot of knowledgable members here and would like to thank all 
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the ones who share their ideas, set ups and everything that goes 
with vandwelling. I have been interested in vandwelling for a few 
years now. What got me interested was the fact that I had noticed a 
regular community of RV and vandwellers near my work. They 
would park along the streets from mon. to friday, and then they're 
gone on the weekend. I know about most of the areas in the greater 
vancouver area, where alot of vandwellers stay. I see them on a 
regular basis. There are alot of them in this city. I'm not sure all of 
them do it by choice, but I would like to send out some words of 
encouragement.    
 
I think Van dwellers and RV dwellers are to be envied, and they 
should be proud of their choices, voluntary or not. This is the 
proper sustainable way to live. 95% percent of society cannot 
afford a house, hence the burden of a mortgage. They then rent out 
a suite, illegal or not, to try and make ends meet. All in the hopes 
to one day pay it off. Housing and rental costs are too high. PPL 
become greedy. I think home ownership is an absolute joke, a 
scam, a trap. I cannot see the point of going into a debt of 
$250,000-$500,000 conservatively, to live in an apartment or run 
down old house that was built for 1/10th the cost. I totally 
understand why PPL choose to live in a van or RV. It is the right 
choice, it is an adventureful choice. It takes balls. Society says 
were nuts, vagrants, homelss, tramps, gypsies. If you really think 
about it, we are all homeless, because unless you are filthy rich, the 
bank pretty much owns you and your home until the day you die. If 
you manage to pay it off, you are still enslaved to the municipality 
for outrageous property taxes, till the day you die. Do the math and 
you'll see that owning your own home is not an investment. It's 
always gonna cost you waaaay more money than you'll ever get 
back in equity. Society says you must own a house, so that you 
can keep lining the pockets of the elite and political scumbags.   I 
am not currently living in a van or RV, I pay rent. I have a good 
paying job. My future goal is to live in an RV, van or bus, because 
I refuse to be trapped like the rest of society.   Sorry for the rant, 

 



 

but you all are very smart and are not crazy despite what PPL think 
and say. I am proud to have found out about this new lifestyle, and 
I'm proud of all of you for showing PPL the way, whether they 
want to see it or not!   Keep up the great work. You are rich beyond 
your wildest dreams...            Thank you 
 *    
Sandy St. Louis  VanDweller  Location: Vancouver Island B.C. 
Canada  Aug 23, 2011 6:02 pm   
Welcome to the forum, there care a few Canadians on the forum, 
myself included. Vancouver is very hard to find a fulltime Rv park 
and very costly so full timing will be hard unless one was to stealth 
camp. I have friends that have lived in east Van in campervans for 
many years with very little problems. Sharing your knowledge of 
good areas to van-dwell will be an asset to many. Thanks SANDY 
* 
eezerz Newbie Location: Vancouver    
Posted: Tue Aug 23, 2011 9:00 pm     
Thanks for the welcome Sandy. I agree, there are not many RV 
parks in this city that are cheap. I do know of a couple. One is 
under the Patullo Bridge, it's called Brownsville RV Park. I believe 
they will take "ANYBODY", no matter the age or condition of 
your van, trailer, bus or RV. There is a pub, laundry, showers and a 
mail service all on site. It's not the prettiest place in town, but it'll 
get the job done. I think it is about $300 per month for a spot, 
which is the cheapest around. They may even have a website. It's 
right down on the Fraser River, so all the free fish you can catch. 
AMIX Salvage is a 5 min walk for all you metal scrapper's out 
there. There is also a decent peeler bar around the corner, McD's, 
Subway, Home Depot, Skytrain/Transit, walking trails ect; as well. 
All within walking distance.  There are also a couple of seedy RV 
parks/hotels along the King George Hwy. but I don't know too 
much about them or the prices.  Then there is N.Vancouver, where 
there is a 6-10 block area around the Lonsdale Mall where many 
RV'ers live year round without too much hassle from the city or 
cops. There is a small creek and wetland area with trails to walk 

 



 

along. Walmart and the mall, gas stations, restauraunts, transit and 
stores all right there at your door. Seabus is a very short walk to get 
over to Downtown Vancouver. People have lived in large RV's for 
many many years in this area, so it's seems very safe and viable. 
It's like a little community where everyone watches out for each 
other and their rigs.  There is also the area around Strathcona Park 
on Prior St. right next to the Downtown core. It's an old 
neighbourhood with old houses and warehouses as a mix.   These 
are just a few places that seem to be the most common in our city 
and it seems like the city and police turn a blind eye most of the 
time. I think it's great, NO RENT TO PAY!   I know of many other 
less conspicuous places in the city, with MILLION DOLLAR 
REALESTATE, and no rich PPL will bother you because they are 
not established neighborhoods with lots of houses around. Places 
right on the Pacific Ocean and Burrard Inlet.  I hope this may help 
any new Vandwellers coming to the city and any Vancouver renters 
looking to become Vandwellers.  I'm not entirely sure if this is a 
great idea exposing these locations on the internet as it may make 
some upset.  Therefore I give the moderators of this site permission 
to EDIT this post "IF" needed.  I don't think editing or removing it 
will do anything because, most everyone already knows about 
these places, and seem to ignore it anyway. Which is GREAT.  
Hope this helps???    Cheers! 
* 
Nightshift Newbie Location: Birmingham,Uk    
Posted: Wed Aug 24, 2011  
Hi Eez   I am a part time van dweller from the UK, hope to be full 
time soon.   I too am paying rent and have a good job, but came to 
the same conclusions as you clearly have, regarding the trap of 
home ownership.  Having spent a good time on the road recently, I 
can tell you that the financial incentives are not necessarily the 
biggest reason to start living in a car or van. In fact, after storage, 
mailbox and parking costs, the savings aren't that great. However, 
the feeling of freedom and being free from financial commitments 
is fabulous for your mental health.  Welcome to the forum and 

 



 

hope to speak to you soon.    
                                                                                                               
2011 © Vandwellers.org 
***************************************************** 

       Worldwide Attitude on the Extra Need  
                      to Police the Nomadic 
 
http://forums.officer.com/showthread.php?166453-Sleeping-
Living-in-your-vehicle-(van-car-etc)-Will-it-get-someone-arrested  
 
 
06-11-2011, 07:37 PM #1  rico_suave   Location  Twin Cities, 
Minnesota Sleeping/Living in your vehicle (van, car, etc). Will it 
get someone arrested?  The nomad/van dwelling lifestyle is 
becoming more popular these days due to the bad economy. As 
LEOs (law enforcement officers),  how do you handle situations 
when you discover someone is sleeping or living in their vehicle?   
I'm more interested in how people who are breaking no other local 
laws, than maybe trespassing or vagrancy, are treated and not 
drunks or druggies. Tell them to move along? Ticket them 
immediately? Arrest?       Thanks! 
 * 
06-11-2011, 08:28 PM #2   GIOSTORMUSNRET    
Location Manchester, NH 
This is where being a social worker comes into police work. There 
are people that are down on your luck you can try and give them 
info on shelters or homeless centers. For veterans there is a huge 
outreach to get them off the streets and lots of programs to get 
them in to temporary housing till they can do stand up on their own 
feet. Go by a VA Hospital or VA outpatient clinic and ask them 
what programs are available for veterans in your area and get some 
referal information for when you do come in contact with them. Go 
by some of the churches and social services offices and get 

 

http://forums.officer.com/showthread.php?166453-Sleeping-Living-in-your-vehicle-(van-car-etc)-Will-it-get-someone-arrested
http://forums.officer.com/showthread.php?166453-Sleeping-Living-in-your-vehicle-(van-car-etc)-Will-it-get-someone-arrested


 

information that you can pass on to homeless families. Being a 
police officer isn't always being out to catch the criminals, there is 
a balance of being a law enforcer and being a social worker in the 
job too. 
* 
06-11-2011, 08:43 PM #3  jakflak   Location  Northern Alaska 
And another journalism major graduates.  
* 
06-11-2011, 08:47 PM #4  L-1   Location  California 
In my neck of the woods a lot of crime is attributable to folks who 
sleep in vehicles, simply because of the poverty associated with 
their situation. As a result, contact with them is good for a field 
interview card and a warrant check at the very least. Assuming 
they appear to truly be victims of the economy and nothing else, 
they would probably be sent on their way with a warning for a city 
ordinance violation re sleeping in a vehicle and directed to 
resources that can assist them.   The major counties where I have 
worked (Southern California) publish resource books for law 
enforcement that list services available to people in need (shelter 
for the homeless, food for the hungry, refuge for battered spouses, 
assistance for emotionally disabled persons, help for folks with 
substance abuse problems, free clothing, etc.) the list is pretty long.  
This resource book is made available to every PD and SO in the 
county and lists available resources in or near to their service area. 
Most officers copy the pages relevant to their jurisdiction and carry 
them in the field for reference if needed.  I suspect your county 
does the same thing. 
* 
06-11-2011, 09:04 PM #5   rico_suave    
Location  Twin Cities, Minnesota 
Here's a wrinkle for you:  What if they are people who just want to 
live a mobile lifestyle without the expense of a home or apartment? 
I believe they call it "boondocking" or "stealth parking." 
* 
06-11-2011, 09:34 PM #6  PhilipCal    

 



 

Location  Montgomery Alabama 
Not real certain just what you're looking for, although I suspect a 
research project, homework, or a term paper. In the State of 
Alabama, living as you describe is not a violation of state law. On 
the hand, it is a violation of municipal ordinances in many cities. 
Past that, I'm unable to add to the excellent replies you've already 
received. 
* 
06-11-2011, 09:49 PM #7  rico_suave    
Location  Twin Cities, Minnesota 
Nope, I'm just curious how LEOs treat van/rv dwellers. I have been 
learning more about the lifestyle and there are many reports I've 
read of people being hassled for sleeping in their vehicles, even at 
Walmarts and other places that allow it. I figured I'd get the scoop 
from real LEOs to hear their side of the story. Thanks for the good 
responses so far! 
* 
06-11-2011, 09:54 PM #8  Iowa #1603   Location  Iowa 
I make sure they do this "boondocking" elsewhere.  RV dwellers 
are fine............as long as they are parked in campgrounds or 
WalMart parking lots.   
* 
06-12-2011, 12:13 PM #9  HotSoup   Location   Gilbert Arizona 
If they're legally parked on a public street and sleeping I don't 
care...if they're in a private parking lot and the RO of that lot wants 
them gone I'll have them move off. 
* 
06-12-2011, 12:42 PM #10   Smurfette_76      
Location  Carolina Girl 
+1 to Hotsoup's comment. Unfortunately, they are making targets 
of themselves, but...if they have permission to be where they are, 
doesn't bother me a bit. 
* 
06-12-2011, 12:43 PM #11  Barefoot Ninja   Location Wisconsin 
As with all things, context is important. If you're sleeping in your 

 



 

car parked behind a warehouse in the dark, you're going to 
"hassled". If you're parked at a rest area, not so much.  On a side 
note, what many of these people consider being "hassled" is 
anything but.  For example, if I'm checking cars and see a guy on 
his back, out of it, I'm going to knock on the window. At this point, 
I don't know if the guy is sleeping or having a medical crisis. Since 
I'm making contact with them, I'm going to identify them. If 
they're in a reasonable spot, everything checks out, I move along. 
The whole contact takes less than 2 minutes. Most of these types 
will consider that being "hassled". 
                                                                                                                                   
© Officer.com 
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                Policing Gypsies and Travellers 

                                 Dr Joanna Richardson 
Centre for Comparative Housing Research, De Montfort 
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                                             Abstract 
Gypsies and Travellers are ‘policed’ in the widest sense of the 
word.  They are subject to increased surveillance in society 
because of their status as ‘other’ or ‘deviant’.  The discourse in the 
media, by the public and politicians serves to socially construct the 
deviant Gypsy/Traveller and there is much current debate on 
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‘controlling’ the ‘influx’ and ‘invasion’ of public spaces.  
Following on from previous research, this paper seeks to focus on 
how the police deal with unauthorised encampments of Gypsies 
and Travellers.  Different authorities take a variety of approaches; 
and legislation (specifically the Criminal Justice and Public Order 
Act, 1994) is not uniformly implemented.  Some police authorities 
are known for operating good practice and for consulting with 
Gypsies and Travellers on issues; others do not consult and do not 
employ liaison officers.  The aim of this paper is to examine some 
of the wider issues around policing Gypsies and Travellers, and to 
introduce areas of good practice.  This is debated within a 
theoretical context of control and power, and specifically draws 
upon the work of Foucault. 
Key words: Gypsies/Travellers, police, unauthorised encampments, 
control. 
 
                                           Introduction 

Almost 40 years ago I watched police officers deliberately 
kick burning sticks onto children to force the Travellers to 
move on quickly.  Ways to move them have become less 
crude but equally effective.  They depend, it seems to me, on 
utter and total prejudice and ignorance in almost the whole 
of our society.  (Dawson, 2000: 4) 
 

Dawson outlines his views of the treatment of Gypsies and 
Travellers, by the police and others, and he suggests that there 
should be more understanding and toleration in our diverse 
community, particularly following the Macpherson Report (1999).  
This paper examines how Gypsies and Travellers are ‘policed’ both 
in a wider sense of being under the control and surveillance of 
society; and in a more narrow definition of how they are treated by 
the police – particularly in connection to unauthorised 
encampments.   Traditionally, a definition of Gypsies and 
Travellers has been difficult.  It must be noted that, under the Race 
Relations Act (1976) and subsequent case law (CRE v Dutton, 

 



 

1989 and O’Leary and others v Punch Retail, 2000), Gypsies and 
Travellers are recognised minority groups.  Previously, the focus 
has been on the nomadism of Gypsies and Travellers, as part of 
any legal definition.  However, the Office of the Deputy Prime 
Minister has recognised the difficulties around the concept of 
‘settled’ Travellers; and as part of its consultation on updating 
Circular 1/94 it mooted the following definition: 
 

For the purposes of this Circular “Gypsies and Travellers” 
means 
A person or persons who have a traditional cultural 
preference for living in caravans and who either pursue a 
nomadic habit of life or have pursued such a habit but have 
ceased travelling, whether permanently or temporarily, 
because of the education needs of their dependent children, 
or ill-health, old age, or caring responsibilities (whether of 
themselves, their dependants living with them, or the widows 
and widowers of such dependents), but does not include 
members of an organised group of travelling show people or 
circus people, travelling together as such. 
(Planning for Gypsy and Traveller Sites, Consultation Paper, 
2004: 11) 

 
Two other terms which may need clarity for the purposes of this 
paper are ‘Gaujo/gorgia’ – this is the Gypsy word for a non-Gypsy 
– and ‘gavver’ – this is the Gypsy word for police. The legislation 
around Gypsies and Travellers is extensive.  For instance, the Anti-
Social Behaviour Act (2003) Section 62 allows police to move 
Gypsies and Travellers on from unauthorised sites, if a council plot 
is available.  Also there is the Planning and Compulsory Purchase 
Act (2004), and Circular (02/2005) was published in March 2005 
which gave guidance on Temporary Stop Notices - allowed for in 
Part Four of the Act - on unauthorised developments.    
 
Political and legislative debate continues around the Criminal 

 



 

Justice and Public Order Act (1994) which took away the duty 
from local authorities to provide sites, and Section 61 allowed the 
police to request trespassers to leave private land.  The Office of 
the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM) Planning, Local Government 
and the Regions Select Committee published their report in 
November 2004, calling for a duty to be reinstated.  The response 
in early 2005 was that the Government did not feel that a duty was 
needed.  However, ODPM have still asked councils to provide 
extra sites, in their good practice guide Diversity in Equality and 
Planning (March 2005).  Commentators suggest this will not be 
possible without enforcing a duty (Hilditich 2005).   Additionally, 
local authorities should also adhere to the Homelessness Act 
(2002) which requires them to carry out homelessness reviews and 
to formulate and publish strategies; plus the Housing Act (2004) 
includes Section 225 which places a specific duty on local 
authorities to assess the accommodation needs of Gypsies and 
Travellers.  The ODPM has already reprimanded one council in 
Brentwood (Inside Housing, 2005: 6), for not including the needs 
of this group in their local development plans, as required by the 
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act (2004).   
 
There is a suggestion that not providing sites for Travellers can be 
as costly as getting on with provision (Morris and Clements, 2002) 
and there has been examination of how the police and wider 
legislation affects Gypsies and Travellers (Morris, 2001 and 
O’Nions, 1995).  There is an agenda for dealing with Gypsies and 
Travellers – new powers to evict and to stop unauthorised 
development of sites; in anticipation of new local authority sites 
being built.  It is in this context that the policing of Gypsies and 
Travellers, particularly on unauthorised encampments, takes place.  
The paper is presented in two broad sections.  The first part of this 
paper focuses on the wider theoretical context of control and 
‘policing’ by society.  The latter half examines how Gypsies and 
Travellers are treated by the police.  For this part, the methodology 
relied upon a literature review of current policies and reports and 

 



 

there was an element of the ‘snowballing effect’ in the review.  
Additionally, there were two face-to face interviews and three 
telephone interviews with police officers, as well as email 
correspondence with council liaison officers and Gypsies and 
Travellers. 

                            Theoretical Context of Control 
This paper focuses on the surveillant control of a minority 
(Gypsies and Travellers) by the majority of society.  As a tool of 
that majority, the police overtly control Gypsies and Travellers; but 
before moving onto that it is interesting to outline the more covert 
type of control in wider society.  This more covert type of 
surveillance can be seen in the context of a framework of control 
and power.  Dandeker (1990) helps to clarify a typology of 
surveillance, with five main types: (1) Petty Tyranny, (2) Direct 
Democracy,(3) Patronage, (4) Bureaucratic Dictatorship, (5) 
Rational-Legal (see Figure 1). 
 
 
 
\ 

Personal 
Administration 

 Bureaucrati
c 
Administrati
on 

Autocr
atic 
Interes
ts 

Petty Tyranny 
Autocratic power 
is exercised over a 
subject population 
by a single person 
whose means of 
supervision and 
information 
gathering do not 
extend much 
beyond his or her 
own personal 
capacities. 

 Bureaucratic 
Dictatorship 
Personalism 
and 
competition 
pervade the 
system, 
factionalism 
operates in 
such a way 
that the ruler 
cannot relate 
to the 

 



 

bureaucracy 
as if it were a 
dependable 
administrativ
e machine. 

  Patronage 
Surveillance 
activities and 
the 
reproduction 
of systems of 
rule are 
tenuous 
social 
processes 
characterised 
by 
personalism 
as well as the 
anonymous 
or impersonal 
features more 
prevalent in 
modern 
societies. 
Surveillance 
activities are 
autonomous 
from controls 
of the subject 

 

 



 

population 
and of 
bureaucratic 
discipline. 
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Direct Democracy 
Surveillance 
activities are 
carried out by all 
members of the 
collectivity in 
pursuit of popular 
interests, although 
this may result in 
the tyranny of the 
majority over the 
liberties of 
particular 
individuals or 
minorities. 

 Rational-
Legal 
Both ruler 
and 
bureaucracy 
are 
accountable 
effectively to 
the subject 
population 
and 
distributive 
resources 
according to 
a widely held 
ethic of 
acceptable 
bureaucratic 
behaviour. 

 



 

 
 
 
Fig. 1 Typology of surveillance, adapted from Dandeker, 1990: 45-
51 
 
‘Direct Democracy’ and ‘Gaze’ 

This paper is most interested in the type of surveillance that 
Dandeker (1990) refers to as ‘Direct Democracy’.  He says that 
this involves the “…tyranny of the majority over the liberties of 
particular individuals or minorities.”  Foucault’s (1969) ‘gaze’ 
might help to explain more about this ‘tyranny of the majority’ 
through their surveillant control of the minority who don’t conform 
to societal norms.  Foucault’s ‘gaze’ might best be described as the 
eye of power and control. In The Birth of the Clinic   Foucault 
describes gaze, thus: 
 

…the gaze is not faithful to truth, nor subject to it, without 
asserting, at the same time, a supreme mastery: the gaze 
that sees is a gaze that dominates .  (Foucault, 1969: 39) 
 

Foucault believed that the gaze was not only exemplified in the 
panopticon of Bentham’s 18th Century prison designs, but could be 
extended, through institutions, to the wider society. 
 

…the best way of managing prisoners was to make them the 
potential targets of the authority’s gaze at every moment of 
the day.  And this authoritative gaze didn’t reside in a 
particular person, rather it was recognised as part of the 
system, a way of looking that could operate as a general 
principle of surveillance throughout the social body.  This 
logic of the gaze, like that of discipline, was not confined to 
the prison, but moved throughout the various institutional 
spaces in society.  (Danaher et al. 2000: 54) 

 



 

 
The crucial element in the gaze is the interpretive element.  
Foucault (1969) was discussing it in relation to doctors looking at 
illnesses in their patients.  He explained that doctors no longer 
passively viewed symptoms, but instead started to actively 
interpret them.  The gaze is not passive surveillance, but active 
interpretation and domination.  It is suggested that this is also true 
of discourse.  Words and terms used in the discourse around 
Gypsies and Travellers are not passively describing a situation but 
instead they are interpreting them.  The interpretation involved in 
discourse is based on a variety of variables including the ontology 
of the speaker and their social norms and characteristics  It is 
important to remember though, that gaze is not a uni-directional 
process.  It should be understood within a relational concept of 
power. 

 
Power is employed and exercised through a net-like 
organisation.  And not only do individuals circulate 
between its threads; they are always in the position of 
simultaneously undergoing and exercising this power.  They 
are not only its inert or consenting target; they are always 
also the elements of its articulation.  In other words, 
individuals are the vehicles of power, not its point of 
application. 
(Foucault, 1980: 98) 

 
The ‘target’ population is also a ‘vehicle of power’ according to the 
Foucaultian definition.  An example of this relational type of 
power and surveillant control is found in the Gypsy Traveller 
Media Advisory Group, which was established in 2003 by 
representatives of the travelling community.  The aim was to 
monitor the media representation and, where appropriate, take 
action such as meet with broadcasters and journalists, or report 
issues to the Commission for Racial Equality.  This group 
personifies the relational power that Foucault discusses; those who 

 



 

are under surveillance from the media are now monitoring the 
media (see Richardson, forthcoming 2006). It is important to 
remember that the gaze is a metaphor, but it is a useful explanation 
of surveillance at work in society as a tool of control.  McNay 
(1994) discusses this different perception of power and control: 
 

Control in modern societies is achieved, therefore, not 
through direct repression but through more invisible 
strategies of normalization.  Individuals regulate themselves 
through a constant introspective search for their hidden 
‘truth’, held to lie in their innermost identity.    (McNay, 
1994: 97)  
 

Surveillance of different people in society can be rooted in 
different motives.  Lyon (2002) sees that motives may have 
changed over ages: 
 

But what is all this ‘watching’ for?  This too, is in flux.  
Once, police kept an eye on a specific person, suspected for 
some good reason of an offence.  Or the debt collector tried 
to track down defaulters who owed money to others.  While 
such practices still occur, much more likely is the creation 
of categories of interest and classes of conduct thought 
worthy of attention.  If the modern world displayed an urge 
to classify, today this urge is endemic in surveillance 
systems… to capture personal data triggered by human 
bodies and to use these abstractions to place people in new 
social classes of income, attributes, habits, preferences, or 
offences, in order to influence, manage, or control them.    
(Lyon, 2002: 3) 

 
It would appear, then, that surveillance is not just about controlling 
those who are seen to be ‘deviant’ in society.  Instead it is about 
gathering enough intelligence about minority groups in order to be 
able to label them in the first place.  Lyon’s understanding of the 

 



 

motive for surveillance, today, in society, seems to echo the notion 
of Foucault’s (1969) gaze; in that intelligence gathering is not just 
about objective facts.  It is about interpreting those facts in order to 
label people as ‘deviant’, much as the doctors, that Foucault 
studied, interpreted symptoms of ill patients to make a diagnosis. 
 
                               ‘Society’ and Folk-Devils 
It is difficult to know who is doing the watching and who is under 
surveillance; especially as power is so fluid and can be changing 
all the time.  However, to make sensible progress with a debate an 
assumption has to be made.  Society as a whole, including 
institutions such as the government and the police, forms an 
apparatus of control and surveillance.  The motive for surveillance 
is to label people thought to be deviant, in order to say to the rest 
of society ‘this is how not to behave, these people do not live 
according to our accepted macro norms’.  A variety of minority 
groups have been labelled as ‘other’ or ‘deviant’; examples include 
young single mothers, asylum seekers and Gypsies and Travellers.  
In addition it is possible to suggest that in raising the profile of 
‘deviant’ minority groups the government can raise the levels of 
fear and panic and this can allow policy and legislative shifts that 
would otherwise not be acquiesced by the public or opposition 
politicians.  One can see examples of significant policy and 
legislative shifts in the terrorism laws introduced post 9/11.   
Cohen (1980) examined the notions of moral panics and folk 
devils.  His work argues that the use of moral panics has become 
more sophisticated since his case study of the Mods and the 
Rockers.  He states that the old sequence, where a specific event 
triggered a panic, a moral enterprise - followed by mobilisation of 
control culture - is now gone.  In its place a general sense of 
disquiet is created: 
 

The control culture is mobilized in advance, real events 
being anticipated and taken to confirm and justify the need 
for gradual ideological repression. (Cohen, 1980: xxiv) 

 



 

 
This theory does take a rather sinister and negative view of the 
state’s role in the creation and use of moral panics.  The use of 
state control is necessary in an orderly society; the entire premise 
of the social contract (Rousseau, 1994) is that in ‘opting in’ to 
society one agrees to adhere to the rules, which will better life for 
the majority of society.  This ‘social contract’ concept has been 
discussed recently by Miliband (2005): 
 

What do I mean by social contract? I mean shared 
expectations of what citizens will do for themselves and for 
each other, and shared understanding about what they can 
expect from government. Shared expectations that embody 
moral commitments and common values. Shared 
expectations that unite self interest and common interest. 
(Miliband, 2005: 2) 

 
Miliband may feel that he has updated an old idea, but the shared 
expectations and common values are of the ‘majority’ and do not 
necessarily include  ‘others’ such as Gypsies and Travellers; and so 
laudable aims to break down old power hierarchies in a new social 
contract, may be viewed as a touch gauche.  Cohen’s (1980) moral 
panics theory sees governments shaping and controlling behaviour 
in order to retain and increase their power.  Folk devils are the 
focus of moral panics.  In Cohen’s study, which took place in the 
1960’s and 1970’s, these were groups of ‘youth’ – Mods and 
Rockers.  Cohen helps to describe the term folk devil: 
 

But the groups such as the Teddy Boys and the Mods and 
Rockers have been distinctive in being identified not just in 
terms of particular events (such as demonstrations) or 
particular disapproved forms of behaviour (such as drug-
taking or violence) but as distinguishable social types    
(Cohen, 1980: 9) 
 

 



 

Therefore, the folk devil is not necessarily seen in context of a type 
of behaviour.  Instead, some group members may have helped to 
define the group but then the media/society/state define the whole 
group as a particular social type.   There is a plethora of folk devils 
that goes beyond Cohen’s case study; for example Gypsies.  In old-
wives’ tales Gypsies stole babies; according to Anne Widdecombe 
they steal pets (see Turner, 2002) and according to people in a local 
planning consultation exercise, they are murderers (see 
Richardson, forthcoming, 2006).  The role of Gypsies and 
Travellers as folk devils is played out in government policy 
decisions and is reinforced by the media.  The government, for 
instance, uses the role of Gypsy as folk devil from a functionalist 
perspective in order to tell the rest of society how not to live.  The 
theory of proximity (Bauman, 1989) is important in understanding 
folk devils of all kinds, from asylum seekers to Gypsies.  He 
suggests that the more ‘other’ people are made to seem, the less the 
rest of society cares about their treatment; this theory was proposed 
in relation to the treatment of Jews in the Second World War, by 
the Nazis.  Bauman (1989) explains the importance of proximity: 
 
 

Being inextricably tied to human proximity, morality seems 
to conform to the law of optical perspective.  It looms large 
and thick close to the eye.  With the growth of distance, 
responsibility for the other shrivels, moral dimensions of 
the object blur, till both reach the vanishing point and 
disappear from view.    (Bauman, 1989: 192) 
 

For Gypsies and Travellers, this law of proximity can be seen to 
work.  Gypsies can be ‘moved on’ after 28 days, according to the 
Criminal Justice and Public Order Act (1994).  They are not 
allowed to ‘settle’ on certain unauthorised sites and yet there are 
not enough authorised sites to accommodate them, and they are not 
given planning permission to build their own sites either.  This 
bureaucracy is effective in maintaining a distance between ‘us’ and 

 



 

‘them’.  The distance allows society to believe they are not like 
‘us’ and its conscience remains clear when Gypsies and Travellers 
are treated badly either by the public, the press, the police or the 
government.  The distance created between Gypsies and ‘us’ has 
allowed them to become folk devils, and allows them to be treated 
differently without too much introspection and troubled 
conscience. The theme of ‘folk devils’ was evident during primary 
research undertaken for another study (see Richardson, 
forthcoming, 2006).  During a conversation with an officer from a 
local authority undergoing a planning consultation, the image of 
Gypsies and Travellers as ‘other’, as folk devils, was discussed: 
 

Interestingly, if you talk to people today there are a lot of 
urban myths of how bad the Travellers were, from murders 
to eating people’s pets.  At the time however, very few 
complaints were raised.  Without a doubt the criticism of 
Travellers has grown over the intervening years.    (Planning 
Officer, 2004) 
 
 

Many of the stories in the media, or conversations amongst the 
public, are about the folk-devil Gypsy and there are pressures on 
local authorities, housing associations and the police to ‘deal with 
the problem’.  There hasn’t actually been a huge rise in 
unauthorised encampments, according to official figures from the 
Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM), but there is a public 
perception that such an issue is on the increase.  The count of 
Gypsy caravans, undertaken by ODPM, is recognised to be in need 
of improvement (Niner, 2004); however their figures for the bi-
annual count show that for January 2003 there were 3028 caravans 
on unauthorised encampments, in January 2004, there were 3571 
and in January 2005 there were 3558; so in fact there were less 
caravans in January 2005, than in 2004.  Regardless of the official 
figures, there is a perception that unauthorised encampments are on 
the increase and that this is causing raised tensions in local 

 



 

communities.   
 
                           Gypsies, Travellers and Crime 
Although the ‘folk-devil’ image of Gypsies and Travellers is based 
on a socially constructed discourse, there are persistent links 
between the travelling community and crime.  Dawson (2000) 
revisits a study he undertook in the 1960’s, to look at this link and 
he found a number of crimes which were more heavily linked with 
Gypsies and Travellers; but he was also very careful to note that 
crime was only linked with a small proportion of the community.  
The particular crimes that Dawson (2000) noted were: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Type of Crime Explanation by Gypsies and Travellers 

to Dawson 
Poaching Includes hare coursing, and shooting.  

The explanation of Travellers was that it 
was ‘natural’. 

Bare fist fighting Seen as a tradition and bets are placed, 
not viewed as an illegal practice by 
Gypsies and Travellers. 

Shoplifting and 
money-back 

Items are taken from a store and then 
brought back for reimbursement.  Viewed 
as a ‘harmless’ crime. 

 



 

Conning old 
people 

Either through undertaking unnecessary 
‘repairs’ or stealing through deception 
and disguise.  Dawson found the 
travelling community suggested that old 
people should not be left to fend for 
themselves and therefore it was society’s 
fault. 

Thefts from old 
people 

Burglary of old people’s savings from 
their home, similar explanation to above. 

Tarmac scams Quote one price before the job, and then 
demand extra money, with menaces, upon 
completion.  Explanation to Dawson, was 
that this was ‘good business’. 

Antique scams Offer a good price for one antique and 
then a very low price on others, having 
gained the person’s confidence with the 
first price.  Travellers’ explanation was 
that people shouldn’t be greedy. 

Antique theft Following the above, burglary is carried 
out in homes where good antiques have 
been identified. 

Social security 
frauds 

People claiming under multiple names 
and addresses.  Explained that ‘everybody 
does it’. 

Vehicle crime Theft and ‘ringing’.  Travellers claimed it 
didn’t harm anyone because it was 
covered by their insurance. 

Caravan theft Sometimes involved claiming on 
insurance and then getting back the 
caravan and having it stolen again. 

IRA connections Although Dawson included this, he was 
dubious as to how many Irish Travellers 
could really be connected to the IRA as 
they were constantly being stopped by 

 



 

police and being kept under surveillance 
and therefore wouldn’t be very good IRA 
recruits. 

Major crime  Suspicion that a small number of Gypsies 
and Travellers were involved in 
international crime, but no figures to 
support this.  This seemed one of the 
more dubious ‘crime connections’ with 
Gypsies and Travellers. 

 
 
(Fig 2: summary of crime connections with Gypsies & Travellers, 

adapted from Dawson, 2000) 

Dawson’s (2000) report used information from a survey of crime 
and the travelling community from the 1960’s and the 
methodology for the research was not explicit; indeed Dawson 
himself said that the definition of Gypsy/Traveller has moved on 
enormously since then and that this might change the research if it 
were conducted now.  However, it is useful to see the sort of crime 
that is linked with Gypsies and Travellers from that period, and 
some of these are still perceived to be true today; for instance the 
tarmac scam and hare coursing.  Interestingly, trespass and 
vandalism (which are sometimes perceived to accompany 
unauthorised encampments) was not mentioned; nor was fly-
tipping.  Perhaps these are more recent concerns, and indeed when 
Dawson undertook his survey the Criminal Justice and Public 
Order Act (1994) had not been introduced to take away the duty to 
provide sites (indeed the Caravan Sites Act 1968 would have been 
under discussion); and so the issue of unauthorised encampments 
may not have been high on the agenda.  Fly-tipping has been cited 
as a problem associated with Gypsies and Travellers, and in 

 



 

particular with unauthorised encampments.  In reality, not all 
unauthorised encampments create mess, but some do.  However, in 
the public and media discourse the issue of fly-tipping and 
unauthorised encampments are inextricably linked.  For instance, 
the London Borough of Newham set up the Unauthorised 
Encampments and Associated Illegal Activity Scrutiny Commission 
in 2003.  The report to Cabinet said: 

The Commission believes that unauthorised encampments 
are wrong.  The cost of dealing with unauthorised 
encampments and flytipping is currently a big drain on 
Council resources…  (LB Newham, 2003: 5) 

 
This automatic assumption between unauthorised encampments 
(indeed Gypsies and Travellers generally) and mess and cost 
(Richardson, 2006, forthcoming), is ingrained in popular discourse 
and does not help in the aim for community cohesion and better 
understanding of Gypsies and Travellers needs.  However, it does 
reinforce the label of ‘other’ and ensures they are kept under the 
surveillance of society, through gaze (Foucault, 1969).  In addition 
to this societal level of surveillance and control, there are particular 
institutions, such as the police, whose job it is to overtly control the 
movement and behaviour of Gypsies and Travellers. 

                                          Policing 

There are two main aspects to the policing of Gypsies and 
Travellers.  One is the issue of unauthorised encampments and how 
the police deal with this and the tensions within local communities.  
The second issue is that of the relationship between the police and 
the travelling community.  If Gypsies and Travellers do not trust 
the police then they will not report crimes or discrimination against 
them; equally if the police do not understand the travelling 
community then it makes it difficult to enforce the law with them.  
 
         Relations between the police and Gypsies and Travellers 

 



 

The Macpherson Report (1999), which followed the police 
handling of the murder of Stephen Lawrence in 1997, found that 
the police force was institutionally racist.  Since then, there have 
been steps to improve the way that the police operate; particularly 
looking at their relationships with Black and Minority Ethnic 
communities.  This is an ongoing process, and the head of the 
Metropolitan Police, Sir Ian Blair, is committed to anti-racist 
reforms.  There is resistance to this reform and this exemplifies 
Foucault’s notions of the fluidity of power (1980) discussed earlier.  
Not all of the police force are committed to anti-racist reform: 
 

Sir Ian Blair, commissioner of the Metropolitan police, 
admits to opposition within his own force, estimating that 
3,000 of his own officers – one in 10 of the total force of 
31,000 – are set against his mission.    (Dodd, 2005: 1) 
 

The anti-racist approach goes hand-in-hand with the pilot 
implementation of ‘neighbourhood policing models’ across all 43 
English and Welsh police authorities.  The model is based upon 
involvement and interaction with the community in order to 
improve policing, improve run-down areas, and decrease crime 
rates (Randall, 2005: 16-18).  The reforms mooted by Ian Blair are 
twofold – one is focusing on increased efficiency in the force, and 
the second examines the culture.  He is clear that there is a real 
business case for increased awareness of diversity issues: 
 

But where he took issue with his critics – in police canteens 
or on right-wing newspapers – was in their belief that 
diversity was ‘an add-on’, rather than a basic operational 
requirement. ‘[In] a city where nearly 30 per cent are from 
minorities, diversity is a fundamental requirement for being 
able to police… Understanding the communities of London 
is an absolute requirement, because if we don’t have that 
understanding we can’t solve the crimes’.   (Rose, 2005: 15) 

 

 



 

So it is possible to see that the motive for police reform is not just 
a liberal sense of justice for minority groups; but it demonstrates 
the importance of understanding the diverse communities within 
society.  One of these groups, who do not currently engage with the 
police force and who are still marginalised in society, is Gypsies 
and Travellers.  Gypsies and Travellers seem to be the ‘forgotten 
minority’ when assessing public administration policies and 
welfare reforms.  However, there is a growing voice of Gypsies 
and Travellers who lobby politicians and professionals for 
legislative and policy-led reform.  A small group of professionals 
in the police force have recognised the need for understanding and 
engaging with Gypsies and Travellers, partly to follow the need to 
combat institutionalised racism, after Macpherson (1999) and 
partly for the reasons that Ian Blair outlined.  The police need 
closer working relationships with the travelling community in 
order that they can understand them and collect information on 
them.  There is a suspicion of the police (or ‘gavvers’ as they are 
called by the travelling community) by Gypsies and Travellers.  
This is often because they see the police on eviction days, or they 
are stopped and searched more often than members of the settled 
community.  Bowers (not dated) discussed the police surveillance 
of Gypsies and Travellers: 
 

They may be subjected to police surveillance on a regular 
basis (I witnessed a lot of helicopter and car based police 
surveillance whilst in Cambridgeshire). 
(Bowers, undated, pg 13) 
 

Bowers also analysed his survey of young Gypsy/Traveller 

attitudes to the police: 

When asked the question: “what do you think of the 
police?” 44% said something negative, 40% said they 
thought the police were OK and 16% said something 

 



 

positive.  When asked the question: “What does your family 
think of the police?” 82% said it was similar, but 16% said 
it was different.  This shows that although attitudes towards 
the police are handed down from generation to generation, 
they are shifting.  Some young travellers definitely had a 
more positive view of the police than their 
parents…Perhaps the most dramatic responses came on the 
issue of race hate…not a single person said they had 
reported an experience of racism to the police: “It would be 
worthless reporting a crime”.  One 13-year-old Romani boy 
told me.  “They would just side with the gorgias”.   (Bowers, 
undated, pg 13) 

 
Following on from Bowers’ survey of Gypsies and Travellers in 
Cambridgeshire, work has been done to try and improve the 
relationship between the police and the travelling community.  This 
work culminated in a CD called Del gavvers pukker-cheerus (Give 
the police a chance) and it contained a number of interviews with 
police across the country and with Gypsies and Travellers.  The 
main aim was to tell the travelling community that they should 
report hate crime through the open-out scheme (reports can be 
made not only through police stations, but also council offices and 
libraries).  The police wanted Gypsies and Travellers to know that 
these crimes would be investigated and that indeed where a report 
involved a police officer then the Independent Police Complaints 
Commission would examine this.  Perhaps, more interesting than 
the production of the CD, was the local reaction to it from the 
settled community and the media.  In an interview with 
Cambridgeshire police, the Chief Superintendent said that he 
received the first written death threat of his career following media 
coverage, in the local papers, of the CD.  The CD cost £10,000 to 
produce and this was focused on by all of the local newspapers and 
some of the national papers.  During the interview with the police, 
a portfolio of these articles was shown to demonstrate the local 
hostility to the project by the media.  This discourse of cost has 

 



 

been analysed previously in an examination of the discursive 
control of the travelling community (Richardson, forthcoming, 
2006).   
 
In the face of local hostility, Cambridgeshire police force is 
determined to maintain closer working relations with the travelling 
community.  In Cambridgeshire the biggest ethnic minority group 
is Gypsies and Travellers, however this is hard to evidence as the 
Census refuses to have Gypsy/Traveller as a separate grouping; 
instead the travelling community have to tick the box marked 
‘white, other’.  The ‘white, other’ figure for Cambridgeshire is 
22,386 according to the 2001 Census, or 4.1% of the population 
(for the rest of England this group represents 2.7% of the 
population).  It is important, therefore, that Cambridgeshire police 
engage with Gypsies and Travellers; particularly in light of the 
business case for understanding diversity, put by Sir Ian Blair in 
his review of the Metropolitan police force, outlined earlier. 
 
There has been some research into the relations between police and 
Gypsies and Travellers in Merseyside.  The Race Hate Co-
ordinator of the Merseyside police conducted a survey with the 
local travelling community in 2004, during which a number of 
issues were raised.  Some of the issues led him to initiate 
complaints against some police officers, which are still undergoing 
investigation.  Gypsies and Travellers also made clear that there 
was a lack of site provision and short stay pitches and they also felt 
that being escorted by police out of one area and into another, was 
intimidating.  A few other issues around custody of Gypsies and 
Travellers were raised, such as having access to a priest and 
maintaining respect for Rosary beads.  The answers from the 
survey are currently being fed into a Gypsy Traveller policy for the 
Merseyside force.  There is an explicit move, within the police, to 
train themselves in better dealing with Gypsies and Travellers.  
John Coxhead, of the Derbyshire Constabulary, is spear-heading 
this campaign with his report Moving Forward (2005 forthcoming) 

 



 

and the accompanying annual conferences Pride not Prejudice 
which started in 2004.  This report is to be published by the Home 
Office and it is being disseminated as widely as possible within the 
police force, and beyond.  It states that: 
 

Looking at community cohesion strategies, it is clear that 
there has been much tension indicated in the popular press 
concerning unauthorised encampments and the project 
here refers to the need to consider community cohesion for 
all citizens together.  But this can only be achieved by 
working with all citizens.  This is the approach Moving 
Forward offers the service – a model of working with all 
parts of the community to overcome community tensions and 
restore faith in policing.  
(Coxhead, 2005, forthcoming: 1) 

 
Again, the ‘business case’ for engaging with Gypsies and 
Travellers is a key focus.  Coxhead refers to three dimensions 
‘moral, legal and business’.  He discusses a range of themes that 
are pertinent to police practice and identifies the action required on 
each theme.  Themes include: 
 

· Overt stereotyping (overt prejudice and resistance shown 
by police) 

 
· Identity and hierarchy (treatment of Gypsies and 

Travellers is not seen as ‘racism’ it is at the bottom of a 
hierarchy of diversity) 

 
· Training methodology (police trainers have said they lack 

a clear direction of how to address issues and they need 
help in professional development) 

 
· Hearts and minds (seek internal change of values, rather 

than just addressing overt behaviour) 

 



 

 
· Role of community (why it is important to engage with the 

community as part of wider ‘training’) 
 
· Beyond training (training is helpless, on its own, in 

addressing issues) 
 
· Racism and power (‘out-groups’, those with little or no 

power such as Gypsies and Travellers have traditionally 
been ignored) 

 
· Enemies and strangers (opposing groups – e.g. travelling 

community and settled community, might be overcome 
with better integration and communication).                                         
(adapted from Coxhead, 2005: 11-13) 

 
Through engaging with a wide network of people, including 
Gypsies and Travellers and police trainers, Coxhead recommends a 
range of measures for improving the relationship between the 
police and the travelling community.  It is a continuous project, 
rather than just a report, and the annual conferences seek to ensure 
the agenda is pushed forward.  In an interview with John Coxhead 
the issue of the impact of training was discussed.  He referred to 
the need to go beyond training (as outlined in his Home Office 
report) and said that there were still anti-Gypsy attitudes in the 
police force and that a day’s training was not going to solve the 
issue; it was more a matter of mindset.   
  
                               Unauthorised Encampments 

Police are joining the lobby for an increase in the number of 
authorised sites to help prevent local tensions. 
 

Chief constables are demanding a network of new official 
gypsy camps across the British countryside to quell the 

 



 

growing tensions between travellers and villagers over 
illegal settlements…  Wood [ACPO spokesperson on Gypsy 
issues] said gypsies still suffered ‘appalling’ discrimination 
and claims of traveller crime sprees were often unfounded: 
‘You hear things such as “When that group arrived, crimes 
soared” and sometimes find that actually in the area of 
some of these unauthorised encampments crime reduced 
dramatically.  They have been used as scapegoats.’   
(Observer, 2004: article accessed through 
www.romnews.com/community/modules.php on 19th July 
2005) 

 
This lack of authorised, local authority, sites is the subject of new 
legislative provision in the duty to assess accommodation needs 
under Section 225 of the Housing Act (2004).  Where a need is 
identified the local authority must set out how this will be met in 
their local plan.  The previous legislative duty to build new sites 
was removed by the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act (1994).  
Section 62 of the Anti-Social Behaviour Act (2003) which is 
discussed in the Observer article above, has been criticised by 
many – particularly the police, because of the impossibility of 
implementing it.  Police can only move-on unauthorised 
encampments where there is alternative provision; and there is 
rarely alternative provision. 
 

Inspector Mark Watson from Cheshire Police described 
Section 62 as unenforceable.  “We have seen tensions in 
communities rise because there is nowhere to go”, he said.  
“The last thing we want to see is people being evicted just 
for the sake of it”.  Inspector Ian Taggart from Grampian 
police warned about the rise in racial tension.  “To evict 
someone when there is nowhere else for them to go leads to 
racial tension”, he said.  “Accommodation is the golden key 
and it is unacceptable that a small minority should be 
deprived of it”.    (Travellers’ Times, 2005: 1) 

 

http://www.romnews.com/community/modules.php


 

 
The Commission for Racial Equality is also interested in the 
implementation of the recent legislation affecting Gypsies and 
Travellers, particularly to assess housing needs under the Housing 
Act (2004). 
 

Sarah Spencer, CRE’s deputy chairman, said it was 
prepared to take legal action against the councils 
considered to be discriminating against gypsies over 
housing needs.  More sites, she said, would help to break a 
‘vicious cycle’: ‘The lack of sites mean people camp where 
they shouldn’t, which means residents are unhappy, which 
means there is press coverage, which means there is 
pressure to have no legal sites.  It goes round and round 
and round.  Vilifying gypsies and travellers is not going to 
help us find a solution’. 
(Observer, 2004: article accessed through 
www.romnews.com/community/modules.php on 19th July 
2005) 

 
Wakefield council may wish to take heed of the requirement to 
assess Gypsy/Traveller needs and incorporate them in their local 
plan. 
 

The authority has invoked section 30 of the 2003 [Anti-
Social Behaviour] act which gives police the powers to 
immediately remove travellers or arrest them if they enter 
any of the five sites…[these] include a cricket club and 
school playing fields and have all been occupied by illegal 
encampments in the past… [the] cabinet member for 
community safety and neighbourhoods, said “These areas 
have repeatedly been targeted by illegal encampments.  
Time after time travellers at the sites have caused major 
devastation and left the communities living in fear because 
of intimidation, harassment, public order offences and 

 

http://www.romnews.com/community/modules.php


 

environmental crimes”.  
(Society Guardian, 2005: http://society.guardian.co.uk, 
accessed 31/5/05) 

 
Some unauthorised encampments do create mess and associated 
costs, and this could well be the case in Wakefield.  However, the 
discourse used in the article, by the local councillor is perhaps 
disproportionately strong and could serve to heighten the otherness 
of the travelling community.  As the CRE deputy-chair was quoted 
as saying, this labelling and othering, reporting and non-provision 
of sites just “goes round and round and round”.   
 
There is a significant amount of discrimination in the police force 
against Gypsies and Travellers.  An interview with a police 
constable from the Metropolitan police force (MPS) highlighted 
some of the issues.  He stated that he had worked for the MPS for 
30 years and had always been open about being a Romany Gypsy.  
He has witnessed anti-Gypsy attitudes himself from the police, 
particularly when out of uniform attending Appleby Fair with his 
family.  The MPS PC was keen for more Gypsies and Travellers to 
join the police force as he felt it was easier to fight discrimination 
from the ‘inside’.  However he felt that there was an increasingly 
high educational bar for new entrants to the force and that 
traditional academic attainment was not a priority in 
Gypsy/Traveller culture, so they may be excluded.  He also 
suggested that whilst there was less overt discrimination in the 
police force, because people know it is wrong and they know not 
to say discriminatory things; this was less evident in relation to 
Gypsies and Travellers.  It still seemed acceptable for terms such 
as ‘gypo’ and ‘pikey’ to be used by some police officers.  The MPS 
PC also said that although there were policies to cover 
discrimination and dealing with Gypsies and Travellers, one could 
“never get away from personalities”.   
 
 

 

http://society.guardian.co.uk/


 

In another interview with a police sergeant, also from the 
Metropolitan force, a policy document entitled Gypsy and 
Traveller Matters, The Metropolitan Police Service Policy on 
Engagement with Travelling People, was made available.  The 
policy sets out its statement: 
 

The MPS acknowledges the status and unique lifestyle of 
Romany Gypsies and Irish Travellers as distinct ethnic groups.  
It affirms that like the settled community Gypsies and 
Travellers are entitled to a life free from the fear of crime, 
harassment and the intimidation.  The MPS will: 

· Consult with Gypsies and Travellers as well as affected 
members of the settled community when making 
decisions that impact on their lives. 

 
· Proactively investigate allegations of crime, harassment 

and intimidation directed against them. 
 
· Be open and transparent in all dealings with Gypsies and 

Travellers 
(Gypsy and Traveller Matters, The MPS Policy on Engagement 
with Travelling People, 2004: 2) 

 
The policy deals with the necessity for each Borough Command 
Unit to have a Gypsy Traveller Liaison Officer, which is still being 
implemented, and it provides a summary of the decision making 
process for unauthorised encampments.  It makes very clear that 
the two main legislative powers available (Section 61 and 62A of 
the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act, 1994) are discretionary, 
and that whether or not they are used depends on individual 
circumstances.   
 
The policy document was written by the MPS Sergeant 
interviewed, and it is clear from the interview narrative and the 
policy itself, that certain intelligence information is not routinely 

 



 

collected on Gypsies and Travellers.  In some areas, such as Milton 
Keynes and Oxford (discussed later on) the collection of vehicle 
registration details on unauthorised encampments is collected as a 
matter of policy.  Indeed in some local authority areas, it was 
suggested that the police asking the local authority for lists of plot 
holders on authorised sites was not unusual.  The MPS Sergeant 
questioned the necessity of this information and it does seem that 
the routine collection of information on people, just because they 
are Gypsies and Travellers, rather than for a specific reason, is a 
method of surveillance and control rather than useful intelligence 
gathering.  There is an intelligence gap in the policing of Gypsies 
and Travellers and plugging this gap should underpin everything, 
according to the MPS Sergeant.  This intelligence needs to be 
cultural intelligence – rather than the routine collection of names 
and vehicle registrations.  If the police are to be successful in 
dealing with unauthorised encampments and other dealings with 
the travelling community, then they need to gain their trust and 
they need to understand key cultural issues.  Additionally, the 
police are not just dealing with Gypsies and Travellers in isolation.  
Even if everybody on the MPS was proven not to have prejudices 
against the travelling community, there is still the wider public 
perception to take into account.  As part of their assessment of an 
unauthorised encampment, Metropolitan police strategy on 
unauthorised encampments asks officers to assess current tension 
levels, when examining what action to take on an unauthorised 
encampment. 

COMMUNITY TENSIONS 
Levels and Methodology 

To be assessed when completing Part 4 Sections (i), (ii), (iii). 
 MPS COMMUNITY THREAT LEVEL MODEL 

HIGH High number of incidents 
reported. Specific 
pattern/concentration.  

1 

  Evidence of organised 
Activity. 

2 

 



 

MODERAT
E 

Increased incidents. Pattern 
concentration emerging.  

3 

  Ethnicity/culture 
highlighted. Evidence of 
targeting.  

4 

  Increased media focus.   
LOW Incidents being reported, no 

specific 
pattern/concentration.  

5 

  Some localised tensions. 
General media interest. 

6 

 
 
 
 Fig 3.  Metropolitan Police Service Community Threat Level 
Model, Appendix 3 Gypsy and Traveller Matters, The 
Metropolitan Police Service Policy on Engagement with 
Travelling People. 
 
The report on assessing the site is a comprehensive process and 
officers are asked to gather a range of information, including: 

1. The availability of site accommodation elsewhere on the 
borough, or the feeling         of the trespassers towards being 
placed in housing. 
2. The number and sex of trespassers. 
3. Age range of trespassers. 
4. Any illness, infirmity, disability or medical condition 
amongst the trespassers that might affect their ability to 
travel. 
5. Need to access local hospitals/doctors by trespassers 
6. Condition of the land (drainage, proximity to houses, roads 
etc.) 
7. Access to water. 
8. Arrangements to dispose of refuse. 

 



 

9. Sanitary arrangements. 
10. Access/attendance of children at local schools. 
11. Views of local residents/neighbours etc. 
12. The views of the landowner. 
13. The views of the trespassers. 
14. The views of local residents or those who may be affected 
by the encampment. 
15. Any apparent increase/decrease in local crime and hate 
crime levels directly attributable to the encampment or where 
the trespassers are victims of crime. 
16. Any directly attributable evidence of ‘fly tipping’. 
17. Whether or not any contact has been made with support 
services such as TES or Social Services and any action they 
may have taken. 
18. The willingness or otherwise of the trespassers to engage 
in the leniency agreement process. 
 (Metropolitan Police Service, Gypsy and Traveller Matters, 
The Metropolitan Police Service Policy on Engagement with 
Travelling People, pg 9.) 

 
Whilst the views of community members are sought in the 
assessment, this policy focuses on a welfare assessment of the 
Gypsies and Travellers themselves.  MPS does not have an 
assumption to evict as a default policy, but seems to genuinely 
assess each case according to the welfare of the travellers, the 
housing options open to them, and also the impact on the local 
community.  Indeed, the policy includes a section on the issuing of 
‘leniency agreements’ where the decision has been taken not to 
evict; and this is focused on the support and welfare that an 
unauthorised encampment needs.  This is ‘policing’ in the wider 
sense – rather than automatically using all powers available, it is 
about intelligence gathering (intelligence on culture and needs) and 
about making sure there is not a high level of tension in the wider 
community.  There are other reasons for the enlightened approach 
by MPS.  In the interview with the MPS Sergeant, he explained 

 



 

that it was a case of ‘value for money’ and that it was just not 
economic to continue to move people on from place to place.  As 
with Sir Ian Blair’s plea to the police to embrace diversity in the 
community, the approach by MPS has a business case, as well as it 
being the more understanding approach for Gypsies and Travellers.  
This strategy, by the MPS, is in line with guidance given by the 
ODPM (2004) on managing unauthorised camping.  The guidance 
came within a context of increased powers to move on 
unauthorised encampments, under Part Seven of the Anti-Social 
Behaviour Act (2003) and it made clear that acts of eviction must 
be ‘proportionate’.  Whilst the ODPM guidance does not explicitly 
refer to leniency agreements, it makes clear where unauthorised 
encampments will not be tolerated; and therefore implies that some 
encampments may be tolerated by the police.  The ODPM policy is 
influential; it was first developed by the Department of the 
Environment, Transport and the Regions, and the Home Office in 
1998 and has been revised in 2004.  During consultation with a 
representative of the Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO) 
Gypsy/Traveller portfolio holder, it became clear that there was no 
ACPO policy on unauthorised encampments; instead the ODPM 
policy was used as the overarching strategy. 
 
MPS is not the only force with a Gypsy/Traveller policy in place.  
Ian Taggart of Grampian police wrote a document entitled Why 
Don’t You Just Move Them On? (undated).  This was commended 
on a ‘national level’ by Margaret Wood the ACPO lead on 
Gypsy/Traveller issues.  One suggestion, on police multi-agency 
involvement, was a local Gypsy/Traveller Unit.  This has been 
tried in England in at least two areas: Milton Keynes and Oxford.  
In a telephone interview with the senior Traveller Liaison Officer 
at Milton Keynes, the position was explained further.  Prior to 
2000, Milton Keynes had a big problem with unauthorised 
encampments, a citizens’ advisory panel was set up in 1999 and 
they looked at issues such as ‘stronger action against unauthorised 
encampments’; the unit was then established to deliver the policy.  

 



 

Originally, there was a full-time police officer on the team, 
working together with a health visitor and officers from Milton 
Keynes Council.  The Gypsy/Traveller Unit makes a visit to any 
unauthorised encampment and carries out welfare checks, as well 
as collecting a range of information including names and vehicle 
registration details.  In the interview the collection of information 
was defended as a method of protecting the ‘good’ Gypsy/Traveller 
families.  For instance if a family had left an unauthorised 
encampment in a mess (photographs are taken and held on record 
when a family leaves a location) then this information can be 
drawn upon next time they are in the area.  If they come back and 
the name or vehicle registration is recognised as a trouble-making 
or messy family, then Section 61 of the Criminal Justice and Public 
Order Act (1994) can be enacted quickly.  If the family is known to 
be good and tidy, then the discretion not to use Section 61, and to 
tolerate the encampment for an agreed period of time, will be 
considered.  In Milton Keynes, the unit was not only responsible 
for unauthorised encampments, but for Council sites too.  The 
Council has identified three, new potential sites in its local plan for 
Gypsies and Travellers.  Ordinarily, the management of local 
authority sites would have nothing to do with the police, but in 
having a multi-agency unit, the police were involved in the 
management of legitimate Travellers’ sites.  This model of multi-
agency working is held as an example of good practice, indeed the 
model was highlighted during the, aforementioned, interview with 
Cambridgeshire police, as one which they had looked at.  Milton 
Keynes is keen to disseminate the model, and indeed to sell the 
database for recording information, to other authorities.  The 
Milton Keynes model was attempted in Oxfordshire, and it was 
here that problems were identified.  In Oxfordshire, the Gypsies 
and Travellers on six local authority sites did not want the police 
managing their tenancies.  In correspondence with a Traveller 
representative from the UK Association of Gypsy Women, it 
became clear that the multi-agency unit (perceived as the police by 
the Travellers) offered revised site licences which stated that no 

 



 

visitors would be allowed unless there was permission obtained 
beforehand; and, most offensive, they stated that ‘no acts of 
prostitution should be carried out on the sites’.  CCTV cameras 
were also placed at either end of the sites, in order to monitor 
activity.  The Travellers complained and stated that the police were 
wearing ‘two hats’.  They gained access to the sites as 
representatives of the council in a management capacity, yet when 
on the site, they acted as police and even threatened to arrest one 
person for swearing.   
 

Oxfordshire County Council has since apologised to the 
travellers.  It has now given an assurance that the police 
won’t be involved in the future management of the 
sites…the council’s Director of Community Safety says that 
the new licence agreements had been a mistake, and is 
reviewing the terms and conditions laid out in the new 
licences…He says the whole situation has been a 
misunderstanding.  The inspector never managed the sites 
and only visited them because of staff shortages. 
(www.bbc.co.uk/insideout/south/series7/gypsies.shtml, 
accessed 05/05/2005) 

 
The Traveller representative felt it was a victory when the police 
were no longer used to manage local authority sites and she wanted 
to help out the Gypsies and Travellers on two sites in Milton 
Keynes who were still being managed by a multi-agency unit (but 
perceived to be ‘the police’).  However, in a telephone interview, 
the liaison officer from Milton Keynes stated that there was no 
longer a full-time police officer at the unit; instead there was a 
health officer and council officials.  Rather than disseminate its 
model of multi-agency ‘policing’ of sites, it has perhaps learnt 
from the lessons in Oxfordshire, that the police should no more be 
involved in the managing of official Travellers’ site licences, than 
they are in the management of local authority secure council 
tenancies.  Finally, before moving on to a conclusion on the 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/insideout/south/series7/gypsies.shtml


 

policing of Gypsies and Travellers, it is important to discuss the 
issue of unauthorised encampments on Gypsies’ own land.  In this 
situation, the problem is more that of obtaining planning 
permission for a new development, rather than one of 
encampments on public land.  The Criminal Justice and Public 
Order Act (1994) and the accompanying Circular 1/94 defended 
itself on the ideology that private enterprise should be encouraged 
in the travelling community – e.g. that Gypsies should be enabled 
to provide their own sites.  The problem is that Gypsies and 
Travellers are not awarded planning permission; whilst over 80% 
of planning applications from the settled community are approved, 
90% of applications from Gypsies and Travellers are refused 
(Bowers, 2004).  The result is sites like Dale Farm in Essex.  This 
particular site was given permission for a number of caravans but it 
has grown since then, without permission.  A number of council 
meetings and court hearings have taken place and John Prescott 
has also been involved.  The Travellers were due to be evicted on 
31st July 2005, but by 2nd August, the case had been referred to the 
United Nations for further consideration 
(www.thisisbasildon.co.uk/essex/basildon/news ).    
 
This particular case has caught international attention and it is 
rallying the Gypsy and Traveller community behind a common 
cause of lack of site provision.  The UN Commissioner for Human 
Rights has commented on the treatment of Gypsies and Travellers 
in the UK: 
 

…to judge by the levels of invective that can regularly be 
read in the national press, Gypsies would appear to be the 
last ethnic minority in respect of which openly racist views 
can still be acceptably expressed.  I was truly amazed by 
some of the headlines, articles and editorials that were 
shown to me…it is clear that much more serious efforts are 
required to accommodate their needs and promote greater 
tolerance towards them than are currently in evidence. 
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(Gil-Robles, 2005: 43) 
 

It is only fair that planning legislation be applied equally to all 
groups in society, and there is much made in the press of Travellers 
‘riding rough-shod’ over planning laws.  However, 90% of 
Traveller applications for planning permission are turned down, 
there are not enough local authority sites, and in some areas of the 
country Criminal Justice and Public Order Act (1994) powers are 
used as a matter of course on unauthorised encampments.  In the 
case of Dale Farm, and others like it, the police may have little 
direct involvement; as it is largely a planning control issue.  They 
may attend an eviction, but as much to ensure the bailiffs treat the 
Travellers fairly, than for any other reason. 

                                            Conclusion 
Policing of Gypsies and Travellers, in its widest sense, happens on 
a daily basis and is conducted by society through the use of 
discourse and other social constructions, in order to ‘other’ the 
travelling community (Dandeker, 1990 and Foucault, 1969).  
However, even in the more narrow sense of policing through 
institutions – namely the police force, although also local 
authorities to an extent – there are a multitude of issues to consider.  
There is the general context of culture, which the police force is 
trying to understand more, particularly through policies from the 
Metropolitan Police Service and reports such as Coxhead (2005).  
Additionally, there are problems where laudable aims, such as 
multi-agency working, result in the police managing sites (e.g. in 
Oxfordshire), where this really should not happen, and would not 
be acceptable in any other Black and Minority Ethnic community.  
Balancing the concerns of settled communities and the needs of 
Gypsies and Travellers is a further consideration for the police.  
Section 61 and 62 of the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 
(1994) is a discretionary power; this results in some areas using it 
as a discretionary tool, and others using it as a blanket policy to 
evict Gypsies and Travellers.  Finally, there is the 

 



 

acknowledgement of police, Gypsies and Travellers, liaison 
officers and even politicians that what is needed is more site 
provision.  The government is encouraging local authorities to do 
this with the requirement under the Housing Act, 2004, but the 
results of this duty to assess the needs of the travelling community 
will not be fully known for a while.  In tandem with the drive to 
increase site provision, the police must recognise that, although in 
some areas there are good working relations, in others there is no 
proper understanding of the Gypsy/Traveller community and that it 
is almost acceptable to be discriminatory and racist against this 
group, still.  The work of forces in Derby, London, Camridgeshire 
and even Milton Keynes must keep momentum in order to force 
change in the way Gypsies and Travellers are policed.                                                   
                                                                                                            
©  Dr Joanna Richardson                                                                                                                        
***************************************************** 
http://www.sussex.police.uk/advice-and-support/gypsies-travellers/  
Home > Advice & support > Gypsies & Travellers 
 
Gypsies and Travellers are a significant ethnic and cultural 
minority across Sussex who should receive the same high 
standards of policing as all other communities. Our service should 
meet their needs and recognise the difficulties that they face in 
accessing our service. 
 
Gypsy Traveller Liaison Officers 
Unauthorised encampments:  Local authorities are responsible for 
initiating any legal action which may be required against groups 
living on their land. Sussex Police will visit these encampments to 
develop relationships with those living there to encourage mutual 
trust and to manage any tensions which might arise between Gypsy 
Traveller and settled communities.  Where there is sufficient 
evidence to identify individuals involved in criminal acts we will 
take action against them - this applies both to those from the 
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Travelling communities and those committing offences against 
them.  Because there is a significant shortage of official pitches 
available for the current numbers of Gypsy and Traveller families, 
there will be a several unauthorised encampments across Sussex at 
any time. The responsibility for dealing with an unauthorised 
encampment rests with the land owner. 
 
Police and local authority responsibilities: 
When an unauthorised encampment occurs, police and local 
authorities will visit the site within 24 hours. If the group arrives 
during a weekday, some local authorities will ask for police to 
attend the site for a joint visit.  The local authority has an 
obligation to perform welfare checks on those on the site and will 
also identify if any of those present have committed any offences 
in order to gain entry to the land. If this is the case, the police rely 
on witnesses to help make formal identification of those involved. 
Police will speak to the group to find out where they have come 
from and how long they plan to stay and will offer advice to the 
group about local issues.  At the end of the visit, the local authority 
will evaluate the situation and decide what, if any, action should be 
taken to deal with the unauthorised encampment. 
 
Legal action on unauthorised encampments:   A caravan or trailer 
is recognised as being the home of a Gypsy or Traveller, as 
specified in the Human Rights Act, and any action taken must 
be justified, lawful, proportionate and necessary. Once all the 
circumstances of an unauthorised encampment have been assessed, 
a police officer at the rank of Superintendent (or above) may direct 
the individuals or the group to leave the land and to remove any 
vehicles or other property they have with them. They will use the 
following criteria to assist in their decision making:  if the location 
of the encampment presents a risk to those on site   
(e.g. contaminated land or other hazard) 
 
if the land itself is of a particularly sensitive nature   (e.g. Site of 

 



 

Special Scientific Interest) 
 
if it can be shown that the presence of the encampment is seriously 
disrupting the ability of the settled community to make use of 
facilities or conduct their business. 
 
If none of the above is applicable, the local authority will either 
allow the encampment or consider legal proceedings. If they 
decide to take action, the local authority will need to provide 
witness statements to their legal department and make an 
application at the county court.   If a transit site within the same 
local authority area is available, they can offer this facility.  On 
occasion, Travellers may turn down this offer and whenever this 
occurs, the local authority can consider asking police to intervene. 
Police do not have the legislative powers to direct trespassers to 
any piece of land other than a designated caravan site. However; 
where requested, police can consider the use of legislation to direct 
those present on an unauthorised encampment to the approved site.  
Whenever police action has been authorised, the Superintendent 
will allow the group to stay on the land for the remainder of the 
day so that families can have an evening meal together, the 
children can have an undisturbed night's sleep and the families do 
not have to travel during the night. The residents will be given a 
specified time by which they need to move on and failure to leave 
will result in police enforcing powers of eviction. 
 
The Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO) has developed a 
best practice guide to inform and assist officers in dealing with 
members of the Gypsy Traveller community. To ensure that 
members of both the settled and Travelling communities can live 
together peacefully, there is an expectation that Gypsies and 
Travellers will treat the land where they are staying with respect 
and will show care for the rights and freedoms of other people who 
also wish to use the area. 
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***************************************************** 
http://www.johncooke.com/name/gypsy.htm      
             IT'S ALL IN A NAME: GYPSY 
 
Understanding the naming conventions of other cultures is 
important for an investigator or for anyone wishing to certainly and 
correctly identify people in our diverse country. The following 
column is an attempt to assist the reader in correctly applying the 
conventions of uniquely ethnic names so identification is possible. 
This article should not be interpreted as indicating any unusual 
prevalence of any specific ethnic group toward unlawful or 
immoral activities, since no such intention exists. In each issue of 
The John Cooke Financial Fraud Report, we will explore the 
mysteries of the naming practices of different ethnic cultures. In 
this issue, we look at Gypsy names. Although there are three main 
cultural subgroups of Gypsies in the United States, each with its 
own language and customs, for our purposes we will concentrate 
primarily on the Rom, the largest subgroup in North America.  
Fortune-telling, ornate costumes and a nomadic lifestyle are 
some of the colorful images evoked when considering the exotic 
culture of the Gypsies.   It is a largely undocumented culture, 
shrouded in mystery. The naming practices within the community, 
however, are comparatively ordinary and common - at least on the 
surface.  There are numerous sub-cultures included under the 
Gypsy heading. The very common surnames (ie: Adams, Lee, 
Marks, Evans, Smith) usually belong to the "Rom," the American 
Gypsies, who are third and fourth generation in this country and 
the most nomadic in lifestyle. In most instances, they have traded 
in old country family names for an Americanized version; for 
instance, Martinov becomes Martin or Martino. Seeing the name 
Martinov, unchanged, would imply that the person was a first-
generation Eastern European Gypsy.  With such conventional 
nomenclature, one may wonder what there is to investigate.  
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Certainly any English-speaking investigator can read and 
understand John Lee or Peter Smith. However, how does the same 
investigator cope with 100 John Lees or 50 Peter Smiths - many 
with the same legal birthday and within the same extended family 
or clan? One veteran investigator, working on a fraud case in the 
Midwest, discovered that over 30 percent of the men in one 
extended family all had the same legal name - and many of those 
had claimed January 1 as their legal birthdate. Is it sheer 
coincidence that so many women give birth on the first day of the 
new year? No - the high percentage of January 1 birthdates is 
attributable to very late birth registration of these children/ adults. 
When it comes time to obtain identification papers, for whatever 
reason, the true date of birth has often been long forgotten and the 
first day of the remembered year is claimed as the date of the 
actual birth. 
 
Historically persecuted throughout the world, most Gypsy clans, 
above all, wish to preserve their unique identities safely apart from 
the general public. They are often chameleon-like in their efforts to 
blend into the backdrop of society.   
 
There are approximately one million Gypsies living in the United 
States; more accurate estimates are difficult to obtain because of 
the strong isolationism within the culture itself. Most are not 
registered at birth, or with census or draft boards. Many never 
attend school. Anonymity and invisibility are paramount within 
Gypsy cultures. Having 100 John Peter Smiths in a single 
community is construed by some investigators as an attempt to 
purposely confuse rather than a simple liking for the name; 
however this same-name naming practice is much more prevalent 
within the English, Irish or Scottish Travelers groups. 
 
There is no written Gypsy language except for attempts by non-
Gypsy scholars to reduce the spoken language to writing. The vast 

 



 

majority of Gypsies do not read and write in any language. There 
is a worldwide language among the Rom called Romano Swato in 
the more refined version of the language, or Romani, Romany or 
Romanes among the lower-caste Gypsies.  Typically, many Rom or 
Eastern European Gypsies will have at least two names. They may 
have one or more non-Gypsy or "nave gajikano" names (such as 
Pete Adams or Leo Lee) for use among the "gafe" or non-Gypsy 
community - including any public agencies. These names are easy 
to remember and write, since illiteracy is widespread in many 
Gypsy communities. The lack of academic skills is often 
attributable to the cultural need to be totally segregated from the 
American "system." Children are not registered at birth and they 
are often not sent to school.   Gypsies are also given a "nave 
romano," a true birth name such as "Washo le Zurkosko," or 
Washo, son of Zurca, and "Mara o Spirosko" or Mary, daughter of 
Spiro. Additionally, they have a "vitsa" name identifying their 
extended family, but this is rarely used even within the community. 
Finally, most also have nicknames used only by close friends or 
family. Sometimes the nickname is uncomplimentary; a Rom 
currently serving a Federal prison sentence in connection with 
insurance fraud crimes is known to family and friends as "Rat 
Face."  If an alias name is used, frequently it will consist of only a 
first and a last name. The name will most often be easy to 
pronounce and remember. Sometimes it will be recognizable from 
television or from the movies. When the Rom use alias names, 
they usually choose short names with simple spellings. 
 
The nomadic Rom move often - sometimes within hours. The 
Czech, Polish, Yugoslavian and Hungarian Gypsies are more likely 
to have established family roots and domiciles in large cities. The 
Travelers establish communities where they may build and own 
homes, but they are often gone for months at a time, traveling 
throughout the country.  Upon marriage, sometimes arranged by 
the family before birth, a woman is taken into her husband's 
family. In some cases, contact with her birth family is curtailed or 

 



 

cut off completely; she now "belongs" to her new family.   Intra-
family marriages are still common, sometimes even between first 
cousins. Marriage, however, doesn't seem to impact legal naming 
practices. Legal names within the Gypsy culture generally have 
little bearing on family connections and are merely used to deal 
with the system - the world outside of the community. 
 
These factors can add up to somewhat of a nightmare for 
investigators attempting to identify fraud within the Gypsy 
community. It would certainly be helpful, for the sake of 
identification, to have the true first name (nave romano) and 
extended family (vitsa) name in addition to the legal name 
appearing on drivers' licenses, social security cards, etc. Although 
it would be quite easy to fabricate such family names, any person 
within the Gypsy community attempting to defraud might have 
second thoughts when investigators are armed with these types of 
probing questions.  Commonly seen name variations will involve 
the adding, subtracting or exchanging of a letter or letters. Certain 
indicators of the need for a far closer scrutiny include the inability 
to produce any formal picture ID - or - the production of out-of-
state laminated ID cards that have been purchased either by mail or 
in specialty shops. Middle-aged individuals with brand new Social 
Security cards or other new appearing identification may also be 
suspect.  Identifying Gypsies who may be involved in fraudulent 
activities calls for a sharp eye for detail and plenty of tenacity. The 
tell-tale "front" addresses and rented phone lines can help an 
investigator identify suspected fraud, but sufficient proof is another 
matter altogether. Remember that these naming practices are 
sometimes designed to isolate and protect individuals within the 
Gypsy community from the general public. When fraud becomes 
apparent, this can make the investigator's job more challenging 
than ever. 
                                                                                                                              
©  Alikim Media 
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http://groups.google.com/groups?q=%22murphy+village%22&hl=
en&lr=&ie=UTF-
8&selm=19981215185616.13433.00000887%40ng120.aol.com&r
num=6  
 
Subject: SLICK CONS                         Travelers' walk both roads., 
USA  10-08-1998 
From: fatthor@pipeline.com                  
Newsgroups: alt.law-enforcement 
                         Date: Tue, 15 Dec 1998 20:03:44 GMT 
Simple living and slick cons:  
'Travelers' walk both roads 
 
MURPHY VILLAGE, S.C. Patsy Hart had never heard of the 
Travelers, never imagined such people could exist. Then Pete 
Sherlock walked into the bar. She was working as a dancer; he was 
dark and handsome, tipped in 20s and 50s, said the sweetest things. 
Sometimes, though, he'd speak to his buddies in a language she 
couldn't understand.  Not until they married did she realize he was 
part of a subculture she couldn't understand, one from another 
century and another continent.  Pete Sherlock was one of the 
Travelers. For 10 months of the year they roam the country, 
working as painters, roofers, sealers and pavers.  Some do their 
best and obey the law. Others, police say, are some of the  
smoothest, most relentless con men in America, preying on the old 
or gullible with schemes hatched by their forefathers and honed to 
perfection over the years. 
 
Honest or dishonest, Travelers are unquestionably different -- 
clannish, insular and mysterious.  In Murphy Village, the nation's 
largest Traveler settlement, ``they' ve  created an old-world 
community where time stands still,'' says Tom Landis of  the state 
attorney general's office. Most parents here pull their children out 
of school after eighth grade. The boys go on the road with the men 
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to learn the business. The girls, not even old enough to drive, 
marry cousins to whom they were promised years earlier.  And 
almost everyone's a cousin: In this village of 3,000 there are only 
dozen last names.   Her own husband, Patsy Hart says she 
discovered, had first married at 17 -- to his cousin, who was a few 
years younger. He was one of about 40 Peter Sherlocks in Murphy 
Village, each distinguished by a nickname. His was ``Bad Pete''; he 
had been convicted in Georgia for ``theft by deception'' in a scam.  
``I couldn't believe that this all could happen here, in this day and 
age,''   Hart, 37, says of her time in Murphy Village. Four years 
after leaving, she  sounds as if she still can't. 
 
Most people have heard of Tinkers, who have have long traveled 
Ireland in caravans and today call themselves ``Traveling People.''  
England and Scotland also had such nomads, and in the 19th 
century members of  all three groups came to the United States. 
They traded livestock, sold wares and plied their trades as they 
moved from town to town. Some people, accusingly and 
inaccurately, called them Gypsies.  A group of Scottish Travelers 
known as ``The Terrible Williamsons' ' became so notorious for 
home-repair scams in the 1950s that many changed their names.  
Today, estimates of the overall Traveler population -- Irish, 
Scottish and English -- vary widely, from 20,000 to 100,000.  All 
three groups have this in common: They make their living on the 
road;  they marry inside their extended clans after elaborate 
courting rituals; they speak, when they wish not to be understood 
by outsiders, an ancient mixture of Gaelic and English known as 
``Cant.''  For most of the year, the men and older boys follow the 
warm weather around  the nation, offering to paint or roof barns 
and houses and to pave or seal driveways.  They drive their 
pickups and work trucks door to door, pointing out how badly  a 
job needs to be done and offering to do it for a low price.  
Travelers, police say, are great salesmen. ``They're charming -- 
nice, clean-cut. If you start talking to them, you're a goner,'' says 
John Wood, an  investigator for the Pinellas County, Fla., 

 



 

Department of Consumer Protection. 
 
``They've got the gift of gab,'' says South Carolina state 
investigator Joe Livingston.  Many of those who say they have 
been cheated by a Traveler, such as Martha Andrews of Decatur, 
Ga., who was the victim of an attempt to bilk her in a home-
improvement scam, use the same phrase: ``He was the nicest 
young man.'' Even the Travelers' most stern critics, including 
investigative reporter Don Wright, who wrote the book Scam, say 
you can't help liking them.   But in many cases, police and 
consumer protection officials say, the pain washes off with the first 
rainstorm or the driveway cracks with the first  frost. Sometimes, 
no work is done at all.  How many of the Travelers are crooked? 
That might depend on who's talking. 
 
``They're criminals,'' says Tom Bartholomy of the Better Business 
Bureau in Fort Wayne, Ind. ``I've never met a legitimate 
Traveler.' '  Some bureaus where the Travelers pass each year have 
a kind of early warning system. When complaints start coming into 
one office, staffers call their  counterparts in the next city: The 
Travelers are coming.  Wood, the Florida investigator, says 
Traveler crimes often are neglected because the offenders choose 
victims, most of them elderly, who are too embarrassed, befuddled 
or ignorant to complain. And if they do, he says,  police usually 
treat the case as a dispute over a contract, not a crime.  Local 
police, Wood complains, usually don't even realize they're dealing 
with a criminal conspiracy: ``If you call about Travelers, they think 
you're  talking about insurance.''  Some people familiar with the 
Travelers, however, insist that most are honest. Despite their 
disdain for secondary education, the Irish Travelers of  Murphy 
Village ``basically are law-abiding people,'' says Clarence Dickert, 
superintendent of schools for Edgefield County, S.C. ``They get 
some bad  raps.' They're not all criminals; it's not that simple,'' says 
Jared Harper, an  anthropologist who studied the same Travelers.  
But he says Traveler society has no particular regard for ``country 

 



 

people''  -- non-Travelers -- and many doubtless take advantage of 
those who can't bargain or don't take care what they agree to. 
 
The Travelers themselves are famously secretive. None in Murphy 
Village would agree to an extended interview or offer examples of 
solid workmanship or satisfied customers. Larry Otway, a 
Travelers' rights advocate, says centuries of persecution have made 
them leery.  But based on dozens of interviews with law enforcers, 
business people and consumers, there seems to be little question 
that Traveler society has more  than its share of con men. This 
year, like every other, has brought a raft of complaints against 
Travelers.  In a typical case, police in New York City have accused 
some Scottish  Travelers of stealing more than $250,000 from 
about a dozen senior citizens in the area.  By using a concealed 
water bottle to spray walls and ceilings, investigators  say, the 
Travelers allegedly convinced homeowners that their roofs were 
leaking.  One resident, Nicholas Visceglia, 83, agreed to pay 
$9,000 after some Travelers showed him water on the fuse box of 
his home in Queens. When a neighbor called to see what was 
going on, one of the four Travelers, a  71-year-old grandfather, 
kept answering and hanging up.  Visceglia was about to go to the 
bank for the money when police, alerted by the neighbor, showed 
up and arrested the Travelers, who were spraying a  useless and 
possibly flammable liquid on the roof. 
 
Birth of the village   Murphy Village is one of the oddest 
settlements in America, an ostentatious suburban subdivision with 
the social structure of an Appalachian hollow.  Its origins date to 
the 1960s, when some Irish Travelers were living in a trailer park 
in North Augusta, S.C. After they had trouble finding someone to 
sell them enough land on which to build homes and a church, their 
priest served as a sort of real estate front man. In thanks, they 
named their settlement after him.  Today, huge $200,000 to 
$400,000 houses line U.S. Route 25 outside North Augusta. Shiny 
new pickups and luxury sedans sit in the driveways. Statues of the 

 



 

Virgin Mary stand in the yards, a testament to the Irish Travelers'  
1950s-style Roman Catholicism. The village has almost no crime, 
drunkenness  or divorce. 
 
When she moved to Murphy Village in 1991 after marrying Pete 
Sherlock, Patsy Hart says, she was stunned by the homes. One is 
built around a solid marble floor; one has a $10,000 chandelier 
imported from Italy; in one, a $300,000 certificate of deposit hangs 
in a frame on the wall.  How, she wondered, do itinerant painters 
afford it?  The Travelers attribute their material riches to hard work 
and thrift. Hart  says she saw another explanation, one police have 
long alleged.  Some Traveler men laugh and boast about cheating 
the ``country people.' '  They charge for watered-down paint and 
paint they don't use, and they act so nice that sometimes the ref -- 
Cant for non-Traveler - - doesn't even know he's been cheated.   
But con artistry isn't all that's different about Murphy Village. 
Once, Traveler girls didn't marry much earlier than any others. But 
settling down in Murphy Village increased the risk of intermarriage 
with the ``country'' folk. A daughter might fall in love with a 
country boy and leave the fold, the greatest disaster a Traveler 
parent can imagine.  So young Travelers are paired off early. Girls 
are often engaged at 7, 8 or 9 to older boys who go on the road 
with their future fathers- in-law.  To show off their girls to potential 
in-laws at dances, some mothers tart them up in tight, sequined 
dresses, teased hair and thick makeup.  Sometimes, lined up with 
other girls and their husbands or fiances, they dance provocatively 
to rock music played by a disc jockey with a leering drawl. ``Burn 
the house down, couples,'' he'll bray, `` .. 'cause ya know you 
caannn!''  The Travelers insist that no girl is forced to marry, and 
none does so before South Carolina's legal age of 14. But Hart says 
she knows of girls who married even younger.  ``Mind your own 
business,'' she says she was told when she objected. ``You're  
causin' trouble.'' Finally, she split with Pete Sherlock. She now 
lives in Conyers, Ga., with her two sons, 13 and 10. She hopes to 
have her story made into a movie.  `Only the Travelers Know' 

 



 

 
On March 15, 1997, after televised reports of truancy and underage 
marriage in Murphy Village, a state task force of police and social 
workers raided the village. Fourteen were arrested, some for tax 
evasion and food stamp fraud. But most Travelers were on the 
road. Those who weren't didn't cooperate. And prosecutors 
discovered that, under an archaic state law, girls could marry at 12. 
A revision of the law was rushed through the Legislature.  Today, 
most observers say little has changed in the village. No one has 
gone  to jail, the task force has been disbanded, and only a few 
Traveler boys are in high school.  Given the maze of shared 
addresses, identically named children and resistant parents, ``It's 
almost cost-prohibitive (for truant officers) to try to go in there and 
figure out who's who,'' says Joe Livingston, a state police agent 
who  has investigated the Travelers for years. Asked about the 
reports of underage marriage, he shrugs and says, ``Only the 
Travelers know for sure.''  It could be the village motto.  Even the 
parish priest, the Rev. Patrick Clarke of St. Edward's Roman 
Catholic Church, refuses to discuss the Travelers. He asks, ``Do 
you expect me to be a source on my parishioners?''  His 
parishioners have a saying: ``God forgives the Travelers.'' Father 
Clarke hears confessions every Saturday@3. 
 
                                                                                                                             
© Rick Hampson 
***************************************************** 
MISSING LINK!!!!!!!!! 
                       Inside the world of Irish Travelers 
 
Mother caught beating her child on a parking lot surveillance 
camera is member of mysterious group                                                   
                                        Dateline NBC/October 11, 2002  
 
The video is famous now, but it's no easier to watch - the angry 
mother, the tiny daughter, the 25 seconds of sickening violence. 
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Today, Madelyne Toogood is facing felony charges of child abuse. 
But it's not her first run-in with the law. Toogood belongs to a 
secret society - a clannish group with a bad reputation. 'Dateline 
NBC' Correspondent Lea Thompson has been following them for 
years and she has the inside story on the secret world of the Irish 
Travelers.  They were the pictures that made headlines around the 
world - a mother pummeling her tiny daughter inside a van in a 
department store parking lot in Mishawaka, Indiana.  And by the 
time those horrific pictures made the news about that Friday the 
13th the mother, Madelyne Toogood, and daughter, Martha Jean, 
had disappeared. But police did have a license plate, and an all 
points bulletin went out.  They traced the car to a small brick house 
just outside Fort Worth, Texas. That's when it became clear this 
was no ordinary investigation. Records show not just one car, but 
hundreds of vehicles listed at this address. Ford Explorers, Buick 
Rivieras, Mercedes, BMWs and pick up trucks. There were 65 
pickup trucks - enough to open a used car lot. They found not only 
the Toogoods, but the Burkes, the Carols, the Daleys, Gallaghers, 
Gormans, Jennings, McDonalds, McNalleys, Reillys all apparently 
living right here.  Those names struck a responsive chord to 
investigators. They're all Irish Travelers - families that cross the 
country doing house repairs, roofs, driveways, and too often, not 
doing them very well. In fact officials say they're often flat out 
scams.  Fair or not, Madelyne Toogood is getting caught up in that 
reputation. She says she makes no apologies for her life style.  "I 
chose my life," she says. "And I have no regrets in my life other 
than Friday the 13th of this year. That's the only regret I have."  
'Dateline' has discovered Madelyne Toogood once had state ID's 
from Texas, Missouri, and New Jersey - all at the same time. Now 
she has an Indiana ID card under the name of Madelyne Gorman 
and a Michigan drivers license using the name Toogood. In court 
records, she said she lived in Indiana - home to George's Gyros, 
Mechelle's Hair Salon, and Guns Plus. None appear to be the home 
of anybody.  It's all just a misunderstanding she says - all just 
prejudice against her life style.  "You know if you're an Irish 

 



 

Traveler, you need not apply because you're not welcome in 
communities," says Madelyne. "You're not welcome."  But, maybe 
there's more to it than that. 
 
Name Known to Authorities 
Lea Thompson: "You've been accused of shoplifting in Texas?" 
Madelyne Toogood: "Um-hum" 
Lea Thompson: "Did you do it?" 
Madelyne Toogood: "I don't think I can answer that." 
Lea Thompson: "And why not? 
Madelyne Toogood: "Because without my attorney. I don't know if 
it's the right thing to do for me." 
Lea Thompson: "Why did you run away from it?" 
Madelyne Toogood: "I didn't run away from that. I didn't run away 
from that. That was miscommunications between me and two 
different lawyers that I had down there. That was - I was trying to 
get to fix it." 
 
But the local prosecutor says there has been no attempt to "fix it". 
There is still a warrant out for her arrest. And the charge? 
Madelyne Toogood is accused of diverting a clerk's attention by 
returning some blue jeans while another traveler was stealing 
clothes in a Texas Kohl's department store.  And where did the 
parking lot incident in Indiana take place? Outside a Kohl's 
department store. And what was Madelyne Toogood doing in that 
store? She was trying to return some blue jeans. But her daughter, 
Martha Jean, was causing such a ruckus that Madelyne was paged 
over the store's loudspeaker and before long, a clerk was rooting 
through her shopping bag. Store security turned the surveillance 
cameras on her and got the parking lot video that no one will ever 
forget.   
 
And then there is Madelyne's husband Johnny Toogood. As a 
teenager he scammed an elderly Ohio woman in a home 
improvement fraud.  "Well you know, I was young once," says 

 



 

Johnny. "Everybody you know has had a rough past, you know."  
'Dateline' has found nine civil or criminal complaints including two 
convictions for theft against Johnny Toogood over a decade from 
Ohio to Pennsylvania and all the way to Montana. Authorities say 
they've run across Johnny Toogood using at least six different 
names including John Lark - a name he used when he met 91-year-
old Helen Fisher six years ago.  Helen has since passed away, but 
her niece says she'll never forget what happened when 
Lark/Toogood charmed his way into her Aunt's home.  "They 
followed her up to the door, and they suggested to her that she 
needed home repairs," says Fisher's niece,  Toogood and his team 
hit her four different times over several years taking her for nearly 
$7,000.  "He looked like such a nice guy and I couldn't understand 
why a young man like that would prey on the elderly," she says.  
Toogood pleaded guilty, paid back the stolen money and never 
went to jail.   Then one day, he pulled up in Paul Hewitt's driveway 
in rural Indiana.  Hewitt says Toogood looks like the man that 
came up to him and wanted to do his driveway.  "He had a ring on 
that I remember and I saw it a while ago," says Hewitt. "It's a wide 
ring with a lot of diamonds in it."  Hewitt says John Toogood gave 
him a business card and offered to put three inches of blacktop on 
his driveway for a great price.  "I'm going to have to have it torn 
out," says Hewitt. "That's all I can have done."  Hewitt says his 
blacktop is so thin in places he has to use weed killer to keep the 
weeds down.  Irish Travelers have a bad reputation for ripping 
people off. Do they deserve it? "Some do and some don't," says 
Madelyne.  She might be talking about her own family. Her 
husband's grandfather killed another Traveler. One brother-in-law 
was convicted of swindling more than $100,000, and another 
skipped out on an assault charge. Madelyne's attorney said the 
family has no further comment.  But it isn't just criminal 
complaints against travelers that have drawn attention to the 
Travelers. It is also how travelers live their lives. 
 
Traveler Way of Life 

 



 

As winter arrives each year, so do a steady stream of Irish 
Travelers coming back to White Settlement, Texas. Behind the 
high fences of these trailer parks, Madelyne Toogood's clan sticks 
to itself. Secrecy and isolation is part of the Traveler way of life.  
Irish Travelers arrived in the United States in the 19th century. 
They traveled the country trading mules and horses - sometimes 
honestly, sometimes not very honestly.  They made their homes in 
tent camps. Some went Northeast - the Northerners. Some went 
south toward Memphis - The Mississippi Travelers. Some went to 
Murphy Village, South Carolina - the Georgia boys. Madelyne 
Toogood's ancestors worked their way out west.  Travelers do what 
that name implies - roam the country living out of trailers and 
hotels. Those who are con artists have moved from trading in 
broken down horses to home repair scams.  Traveler children grow 
up fast - some using fake licenses to drive when they're 12, 13 and 
14. And almost all drop out of school after the sixth or eighth 
grade.  How far did Madelyne go in traditional school? "Sixth 
grade," she says.  Madelyne says they took correspondence courses 
since. Almost all Traveler kids spend at least half the year on the 
road.   Back in 1996, 'Dateline' went to South Carolina's Murphy 
Village - home base of the largest Irish Traveler enclave in the U.S. 
It was as if we went through the looking glass into another world. 
There were palatial homes, with mobile homes in the back. 
Religious shrines were found in almost every yard. Finding 
someone was next to impossible. There are few house numbers 
here and many cars carry no license plates. Almost everybody has 
similar names. We counted 24 Tommy Carrolls, 15 Pat Rileys and 
36 John Sherlocks. 
 
Money and Marriages 
One night the main drag of Murphy Village was jammed with 
shiny new trucks and girls gussied up for a dance. They call it 
looping, part of an old-fashioned mating ritual.  "For instance, 
whenever you're a teenager, you're not allowed to date. You don't 
date," says Irish Traveler Wanda Mary Normile.  Wanda Mary 

 



 

helped us understand what we were seeing on a Murphy Village 
home video.  "She'll like, do a model walk down the runway, you 
know," says Wanda Mary. "And turn around and show off her 
dress. She'll change two or three times, you know and show off her 
clothes and her body - what she looks like."  Murphy Village 
Travelers dress their preschoolers - kids as young as five to six 
years old - in sequined designer gowns. They put makeup on their 
toddlers.  "They're taught to dance early in very voluptuous ways 
that you wouldn't have your little girl you know, to touch 
themselves, to rub themselves, to move, to get attention," says 
Patsy Hart, one of few outsiders to marry an Irish Traveler in 
Murphy Village.   She says those parties are often negotiations for 
money and marriage.  "They could be playing in a sandbox one 
day, and snatched up and took and got married the next and be ten 
years old and have a baby by the time they are 11," says Hart.  
Patsy Hart says her husband was 17 when he married his first wife 
- who was only 11.  What did he say when Hart asked him how he 
could marry a child? "He just said that's the way it is," she says. 
"You can't do anything about it."  When Patsy's son was born, she 
says she learned quickly the value placed on boys in Murphy 
Village.  "I had five women that came into my home and sat down 
and talked to me about engaging my son to their daughter," says 
Hart.  For how much money? "At the time it was $125,000 up to 
$250,000 because Bad Petie - he was like a legend in the village."  
Bad Petie was Patsy's husband.  Was he ever arrested?  "Yes, quite 
a few times," says Hart.  For what? "Flim-flam con-artist," she 
says.  Did she ever confront her husband and say this is not right?   
"Yes," says Hart. "I asked him why, but he said this is their way 
their way of life."  Patsy left the village and divorced her husband.   
 
Wanda Mary, really a Northern Traveler who spent time in Murphy 
Village, admits to having had 28 aliases, running repair scams, 
shoplifting. She boasts of almost pulling off the most ambitious 
scam in Traveler history. It all started with a 911 call.  It was 
Halloween night, 1992 at Walt Disney World.  "The scam was for 

 



 

me to claim that I was beaten, robbed and raped at a hotel at 
Disney," says Wanda Mary.  To pull that off, she had sex with a 
friend. She left the rest up to her brother.  "He taped me, duct taped 
me to the bed and beat me up and left," says Wanda Mary.  Wanda 
Mary sued Disney for $3 million. Disney was about to settle for a 
couple of hundred thousand dollars, but with the windfall in sight, 
a jealous sister ratted on Wanda Mary and she ended up in jail.   
 
Madelyne Toogood says people like Wanda Mary give all 
Travelers a bad name. She says in her clan, people marry for love, 
not money and men don't marry children. She married Johnny 
Toogood when she was 17.  "I should be able to live anyway I 
want to live and this is how I choose to live," says Madelyne. 
"We're just a big Irish family, we're a big huge humungous family."  
It is a family that is now in the spotlight. Madelyne Toogood faces 
shoplifting charges in Texas, child abuse in Indiana. Her husband 
Johnny has a case pending in Montana for home improvement 
fraud.  The Toogood's daughter, Martha Jean, has been taken from 
them. Madelyne will only have supervised visits with the little girl 
who is now in the custody of her grandmother. Her grandmother is 
an Irish Traveler.  The travelers we've spoken to insist - and police 
will agree - that not all Irish Travelers are law breakers. And no 
one has suggested that child abuse is prevalent among them. That 
said, Madelyne Toogood will appear this December at a hearing on 
felony child abuse charges. 
                                                                                                                                        
©  Dateline 
***************************************************** 
http://www.tribemagazine.com/board/tribe-main-forum/21737-
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Irish Travellers the 'White Gypsies' 
 
10-21-2002, 05:21 PM   daddyiwantchocolate 
Granted it's Dateline, but an interesting read nonetheless.  You 
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recall Madelyne Toogood, the chick that was caught on 
surveillance video beating the shit out of her 4 year old girl?  I 
watched her in an interview crowing about how as an Irish 
Traveller she and her husband were 'good, honest people'.    
Anyway, back at the ranch:  
 http://www.msnbc.com/news/820204.asp Arcticle pasted below if 
you can't link it.                                                                                                       
                    Website shows same Dateline article  as above  
 
COMMENTS 
10-21-2002, 05:27 PM simple10   the only thing she's sorry 
about is that she got caught.  stupid cunt. i hope she gets beaten 
like that in jail. 
*   
10-21-2002, 05:30 PM      stir-fry     fucking irish, you can't trust 
them! 
*    
10-21-2002, 05:50 PM      Boo 
I've lived in Ireland and everyone knows the Irish travelers.  
Known as knackers...they make white trash look like aristocrats. 
They live on the side of the road in trailers, even in public parks. 
The gov't can't really do anything but put giant rocks around green 
areas so they don't set up camp. They don't want to be housed and 
have been offered free accomidation - free houses, but its there 
lifestyle. Their camps make tent city look nice but the funny thing 
is some of them are loaded. They have scams going everywhere, 
and often have brand new mercedies pulling their trailers. 
*    
10-21-2002, 05:51 PM      Subsonic Chronic 
[old tribe thread]  Hey! I'm offended by the negative use of the 
term "Gypsies"!  
*    
10-21-2002, 05:56 PM  vveerrgg 
oh the horror.  can someone REALLY raise children right in that 
kind of a world? 

 



 

*    
 10-21-2002, 06:09 PM   Stan      
[Snatch] Fucking pikeys! I hate pikeys![/Snatch] 
*****************************************************h
ttp://www.independent.ie/opinion/analysis/irish-traveller-to-die-
behind-bars-after-one-scam-too-many-124307.html    
 
Irish Traveller to die behind bars  
after one scam too many 
By Jim Cusack               Sunday April 15 2007 
 
THE relationship between 'Irish Travellers' and the settled 
community in the United States is a fraught one. And in the 
southern states, where most of the Irish Traveller community is 
based, it has deteriorated further.  Last Monday, after hearing 
evidence that Rickey Allen Daugherty, a member of an Irish 
Traveller group, had duped an 80-year-old woman out of $12,000 
for a con repair job to the guttering on her house, a jury sentenced 
him to life imprisonment. Under Texas law, Daugherty, 58, will die 
in prison.  Even by Texas standards, which has the most severe 
sentencing record and highest death penalty rulings of any US 
state, Daugherty's sentence was harsh. It reflects the anger at the 
systematic scamming of lonely, elderly people by cruel 
professional con artists like Daugherty.  It took the Harris County 
jury just 18 minutes to send Daugherty away to prison for the rest 
of his natural life after hearing he had conned two elderly women, 
convincing both that they needed urgent repairs to their houses.  
The court saw CCTV images of Daugherty cashing the $12,000 
cheque in Tennessee where he was arrested. He was sent back to 
Texas to face charges relating to two similar cases. Facing the 
daunting prospect of receiving the maximum sentence, Daugherty 
sliced open his stomach with a razor in court. This did not deter the 
jury from imposing the maximum sentence. 
 

 



 

The case again drew attention to the activities and culture of the 
'Irish Traveller' community in the US. In 2002, Madelyne Gorman 
Toogood became infamous when CCTV pictures of her repeatedly 
punching her four-year-old daughter in the back seat of her car 
were broadcast across America.  Toogood was said to have been 
infuriated with the child after a failed shoplifting expedition. She 
had instructed the child to create a diversion while she stole clothes 
from a store in Indiana. Instead the little girl had played quietly 
with toys and Toogood, who had previously been caught 
shoplifting in another store in the chain, was spotted and had to 
leave.  Toogood, a member of a group based in Texas, was the first 
case of criminal activity by a Traveller to reach national 
prominence. Across the US, however, there are repeated cases of 
settled people - known by Travellers as 'country folk' - being 
'bilked'. 
 
Toogood was described as a member of a group which travels 
around the American south and mid-west carrying out 'quick-hit 
fraud', just like Daugherty. Her husband, Johnny, had convictions 
in a number of states for fraud and had used various aliases.  The 
stories of crimes and misdeeds has tarnished the reputation of 
Travellers in the US. However, others argue that many are 
competent hard-working trades people with regular, satisfied 
customers. Members of one of the best known communities, based 
in Murphy Village in South Carolina, are well known as skilled 
tradesmen. But locals say that a percentage of the Murphy Village 
population is involved in criminal activity and they have found 
false number plates on vehicles driven by Travellers.  The 
surnames of people in Murphy Village reflect uninterrupted lineage 
from their Irish descendents: Carroll, Costello, Gorman, O'Hara, 
Sherlock. The men also use nicknames like 'Black Pete', 'White 
Man', 'Peekaboo' and 'Mikey Boy'. 
 
Other infamous Traveller scams included a case in 1992 in which a 
brother and sister team created a rape-and-robbery scenario in a 

 



 

Disney hotel in Florida. Wanda Mary Normile, whose aliases 
included Wanda Mary Burke, Wanda Mary Cleveland and Leah 
Ann Kelly, then 21, had consensual sex with a partner (who didn't 
know about the scam) in a nearby hotel. She then got a room at the 
Caribbean Beach Resort on Disney property, and got her 33-year-
old brother to bind her to a bed with duct tape and beat her 
repeatedly with a stick. Normile then told police a horrifying tale 
of being beaten, raped and robbed by a man "in a Dracula 
costume" while her 10-month-old baby daughter was in the room.  
After reporting the 'rape', Normile filed suit against Disney, which 
offered her a $200,000 settlement. She refused and asked for more 
than $1m but the hoax was uncovered after a tip-off from a 
disgruntled relative. Her brother died of an undisclosed illness in 
March 1994. Two months later, Normile pleaded guilty to theft and 
falsely reporting a crime, and was sentenced to three and a half 
years. In 1999, a father and two sons were jailed for six months for 
using false identifications to buy three new pickup trucks in South 
Carolina. In 1996, a judge in Kentucky jailed a 47-year-old Irish 
Traveller for 10 years for robbing and beating an elderly deaf-mute 
woman. In 2000, three Travellers were charged in Louisville, 
Kentucky with swindling a mentally disabled 69-year-old man out 
of more than $5,000. One of those charged, Brenda J Mensik, 42, 
had previously been charged with conning more than $3,000 from 
an 80-year-old blind man. In August 2001, police in Franklin, 
Tennessee said a man accused of forging a $4,200 cheque 
belonging to an 89-year-old woman had told them he was a 
member of the Irish Travellers. The list goes on.  According to 
officials in the US, the Traveller community still fails to educate its 
children and continues to marry them off at an early age to first or 
second cousins.   
 
The roots of the community are not fully known but it is believed 
the Travellers arrived in the US as part of the wave of emigration 
from Ireland from the 19th century onwards. The community has 
retained its distinctive language - known as 'cant' - and most 

 



 

Travellers live in elaborately decorated houses or trailers. They 
also enjoy dressing extravagantly for weddings, christenings and 
communions. Here, gardai say the American and Irish Traveller 
communities have developed close links over the past decade or 
so.  In the aftermath of the Toogood case, a Wisconsin newspaper, 
the Oshkosh Western, reported details of a series of scams inflicted 
on elderly people in the area. In one case, a Traveller who had 
scammed an elderly couple used their telephone to call Ireland. 
 
It also reported the case of Richard and Iris Patzkowsky of 
Friendship, Adams County who paid Travellers $8,300 for a sub-
standard tarmac job on their driveway. "The Patzkowskys can't be 
blamed for their naivety. They are like many other people in 
Wisconsin - trusting," it wrote.  A police chief said he had found 
Travellers carrying multiple identities and using magnetic licence 
plates on their pick-ups to avoid detection. "These people are 
pretty smart. They come into the state with Wisconsin plates so 
they don't look like transients," Captain Manny Bolz said. "Most of 
them change their names like the rest of us change our underwear." 
 
However, back in South Carolina, the local police chief, Lee 
Warrington told the Washington Times that a local Traveller crew 
had painted his roof and paved his driveway and the work was 
entirely to his satisfaction.  Chief Lee Wetherington said that while 
there were scam artists in the Travelling community, they were at 
"about the same proportion as in society at large".  "They did good 
work," Wetherington said. "I would trust Mikey Boy Sherlock with 
anything I owned." 
 
                                                                                                                    
COMMENT   its just in their blood. A leopard never changes its 
spots. A few more Texas Judges needed to sort them out.   Joe 
                                                                                                                                 
©   Jim Cusack 
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http://www.policemag.com/Forums/Police-Magazine-
Forum/From-the-Editor/New-Forum-Features/Gypsy-criminal-
groups.aspx  
 
                 Gypsy criminal groups 
 
3/7/2008 5:07 PM irishone 
I have a huge question to ask. Gypsy crime groups are active in 
this country, running their cons, scams and other sorts of crimes. 
They are huge in the Los Angeles area, and I'd like to know why 
law enforcement is not more proactive in putting these clowns out 
of business. Prosecute them under RICO. The only website 
dedicated to gypsy fraud got closed down because gypsies would 
go on the boards and scream that they were being persecuted by 
non-gypsies. Or better yet, they would scream racism, although 
gypsies are not a race of people, they are an ethnic group like Irish, 
Italians, Mexicans and so on. Just looking for some feedback on 
this criminal group.... 
* 
RE: Gypsy criminal groups  FraudTech Dedicated To Beating The 
Cons At Their Own Game 
There is a worldwide debate underway concerning a multitude of 
issues about the Romani, Gypsies, and Travellers. The information 
contained on this site does not attempt to cover each of those issues 
because doing so would only detract from the intent of the material 
under discussion. If you desire a more detailed examination of this 
topic, it can be obtained through a book written by me and my co-
author Dr. John Dowling. Details about this book can be obtained 
here LICENSE TO STEAL  The Traveling Con Artists, Their 
Games, Their Rules---Your Money 
 
Here is an explanation of why I believe the information on this site 
is necessary:   It is hoped that by providing potential victims with 
an understanding of the crimes they are likely to encounter, that 
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they will be in a better position to remove themselves from the 
potential victims list. This includes crimes committed by 
individuals and organized criminal groups, which are listed 
elsewhere on this site. This particular section is devoted to 
coverage on Gypsy criminal groups. The need to devote far more 
space to these groups than all others will be explained in this 
section’s articles.  For those who have already fallen prey to these 
criminal groups, this information should provide a better 
understanding of why they fell prey and, more importantly, what 
they can do to prevent future occurrences.  Law enforcement 
efforts to prevent the criminal activities of these groups are being 
thwarted by Romani activists, and others, who view all such 
attempts as being both unnecessary and racist. Although these 
beliefs and allegations are wrong, some law enforcement officials 
have for various reasons chosen not to respond, and in some 
instances have made it easier for these criminal groups to operate. 
Why and how this is occurring will be discussed in detail. 
 
To illustrate the many problems that make any discussion about 
Gypsies so complex, I have decided to use a question and answer 
format. During my 31 years of investigating the crimes committed 
by these groups I have had occasion to interact with the victims, 
the criminals, academicians who study Romani culture, various 
Romani leaders and other law-abiding Rom, law enforcement 
officers from throughout the United States and abroad, district 
attorneys, judges, politicians, social workers, human rights 
organizations, and others who have an interest in this topic. During 
that time, I have become aware of the many questions, criticisms, 
and advice these groups and individuals have, and of their inability 
to reach a consensus on even the most basic issues.  Without a 
doubt, most of the frustration, anger, confusion, resentment, and 
illogical conclusions, that are very much a part of this topic, 
centers on the inability to reach an agreement on the use of the 
word Gypsy. Because certain words and terms that have multiple 
meanings will be used throughout this section, here are some 

 



 

working definitions that you can either accept, modify or reject 
after you have read this material. 
 
Romani: The Rom are a distinct ethnic minority, distinguished at 
least by Rom blood and the Romani, or Romanes, language, whose 
origins began on the Indian subcontinent over one thousand years 
ago. (Patrin)  Romanes or Romany: The Romani language.  Roma: 
This designation has no counterpart in ethnic reality in North 
America. There are groups in eastern Europe who call themselves 
Roma, but that is irrelevant for the American context.  Gadjo: a 
non-Romani man plural = Gazho  Gadji: a non-Romani woman.  
Gypsy: (as used by me) a reference to a specific segment of the 
Romani population who call themselves Gypsies, and who support 
themselves through various organized and very predictable 
criminal activities. 
 
All reference to organized crime is based on the following: 
“Organized crime" is understood to be the large-scale and 
complex criminal activity carried on by groups of persons, 
however loosely or tightly organized, for the enrichment of those 
participating and at the expense of the community and its 
members. It is frequently accomplished through ruthless 
disregard of any law, including offences against the person, and 
frequently in connection with political corruption. (United 
Nations 1975, 8) 
 
THE FORUM: Your place to speak with others about Gypsies and 
to comment on the material you've read here. 
 
COMMENTS 
3/9/2008 8:34 AM  oldhag   The gypsies are a perfect example of a 
group of psuedo-criminals who need to be left alone. They are 
nothing but a group of small time pot peddlers and petty scammers. 
They live marginally off of social services handouts. Really, why 
would anyone want to "crack down" on them is beyond me. 

 



 

* 
3/9/2008 8:06 PM   Steve Rothstein    Maybe because they are a 
group of criminals who are preying on the honest parts of society. 
It is not the handouts from social services anyone is worried about, 
but the outright theft and theft by fraud that they are perpetrating 
that deserves police attention. 
* 
3/9/2008 8:31 PM  irishone   Obviously oldhag you live on 
another planet and not down the street from this gypsy cesspool I 
have to live near. Most of what you say is true about them living 
on handouts and entitlement programs...but that is stealing from 
us....they don't deserve the handouts when they make untaxed 
dollars from their numerous scams.  The gypsy clan I have to deal 
with have side business scams like driveway coating business, auto 
repair(they are not trained to fix SQUAT), dent removal, auto 
painting, fortune telling, casing for 459's and then the actual 
burglaries, stealing from elderly people based on trick or device, 
ruse is used to get into home. The clowns down the street from me 
get an SSI check the first of every month, how they pay rent is 
beyond me as there is no visible sign anyone actually goes to work. 
They always have new cars or trucks, usually high end 
Expeditions, Suburbans. Toyota pu's, and lately Dodge Magnums. 
How do people that don't work, get entitlement checks drive 
vehicles like this except by committing crimes?  I will post an 
article from San Diego and San Jose on gypsy scams and how they 
get new vehicles etc. 
* 
Home Invasions 
There's been a rash of impostor burglaries in San Diego county and 
Carlsbad police detectives say self-described gypsies may be 
committing the crimes.  Last Thursday, a man posing as a water 
district employee entered an 80-year-old woman's home in 
Carlsbad and stole more than $200 in cash.  In the past few 
months, the same scam was reported in Carlsbad, Chula Vista and 
several times in San Diego.  Carlsbad police detectives say all have 

 



 

the trademarks of a transitory criminal group. These self-described 
gypsies are also usually responsible for auto-repair schemes and 
fake international sweepstakes. Officer say they travel in packs and 
move quickly.  "They'll be here in Carlsbad, San Diego county 
today and next week, they're going to be in Arizona, Arkansas, 
then they'll be back after that," explains Officer Patricia Parra.  
Parra believes the same group is responsible for a string of 
impostor burglaries in San Francisco, San Mateo and San Jose, and 
they're now back in North County. 
 
'Gypsy' Car Theft Ring Hit South Bay Dealers Hard 
SAN JOSE (Bay City News)   Beginning a year ago, a group of 
self-proclaimed "gypsies" struck several South Bay car dealers 
using false identities and financial information to steal at least 113 
vehicles, authorities announced at a news conference Tuesday.  
Approximately 25 people have been arrested and police are 
seeking more than 50 additional suspects as part of a scam that 
lasted from August 2004 until approximately early February of this 
year, according to San Jose Police Lt. Vaughn Edwards, head of the 
Regional Auto Theft Task Force.  "The suspects were self 
proclaimed gypsies," Edwards said. "They were all connected 
either by family or some other connection."  Gypsies from across 
the country came to the San Jose area to participate in the scam 
after it was posted on an Internet chat room used by gypsies, 
according to Edwards.  "There is in fact a pretty good 
communication network via the Internet," Edwards said. "It's a 
very close knit group."  Suspects have been arrested as far away as 
Alaska and cars stolen in San Jose have been recovered across the 
country in states including New Jersey, Texas and Florida.  
Authorities did not even become aware of the scam until late 
February when the car dealers finally reported it.   By then, the 
gypsies had largely stopped working the scam because car dealers 
had tightened their procedures for verifying a car buyer's financial 
information before allowing a vehicle to be driven off of the lot, 
Edwards said.  The car dealers targeted by the suspects were 

 



 

Capitol Honda, Carl Chevrolet, Courtesy Chevrolet and Chris's 
Dodge World. The most popular cars taken by the suspects were 
Honda Accords and Civics but some suspects took Hummers and 
Corvettes, Edwards said.   While these nomadic criminals appear 
not to be targeting South Bay car dealers any more they often 
move about the country doing the same type of scam over and 
over.  "Philadelphia and Chicago, they got hit with a ton of these," 
Edwards said.  Some of these criminals may remain in the Bay 
Area perpetrating other scams such as elder abuse. Residents, 
especially the elderly, should be cautious and report any suspicious 
activity or contacts to police, according  to Deputy District 
Attorney Tom Flattery.  "The best way to prosecute these cases is 
to make sure they don't happen in the first place," Flattery said.   
 
Authorities have placed photographs of the suspects still at-large in 
this case on the Web sites of the Santa Clara County Sheriff's 
Office, www.sccgov.org, and the San Jose Police Department, 
www.sjpd.org. 
* 
1/23/2011 9:27 PM juvenilecourtteacherLA 
ALL of your concerns are valid and gypsies are worse than you 
think, having taught   (or tried to rather unsuccessfully) newly 
arrived gypsy children on the outs and arrested juveniles at the 
halls and locked facilities.   BUT...we need your help.   My 
husband and I are second generation (since 1980) LA County 
Juvenile Court School teachers who have worked with every kind 
of hardcore criminal and mentally ill adolescent you can think of, 
and we are having such a difficult time with the GYPSIES who are 
renting next door to us in the West San Fernando Valley. We are 
having trouble convincing local LAPD officers, detectives, SLOs, 
etc that the problem is severe and highly organized. They have 
invaded the West Valley and are pulling scams and unloading 
stolen goods in the middle of the night sporadically. They are 
planning on opening a "Spiritual Healing" business next door, 
which we all know is a front for obtaining info for ID theft among 

 



 

other scams. We have offered use of our security cameras or even 
our house. What should we do next? All of our relatives who were 
in law enforcement are over a decade deceased, so our contacts are 
gone and have been dismissed with a bit of an attitude. That is new 
to us. We need your help. 
* 
 
1/23/2011 10:41 PM wolfva 
I'd contact the prosecutor's office, see if they would be willing to 
help you out. 
                                                                                                                       
© 2004 FraudTech 
***************************************************** 
http://www.insidesocal.com/crime/2008/05/arrests-made-in-gypsy-
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    Arrests made in gypsy scam against the elderly 
                    By Jason Kandel on May 7, 2008 7:22 AM  
 
This just in from John Balian,  
Glendale Police Department spokesman: 
 
The Glendale Police Department has arrested two suspects in 
connection with several residential burglaries and thefts in the City 
of Glendale where elderly victims where targeted. After a month-
long investigation, Glendale Police Detectives arrested Christopher 
Nicholas and Mary Dell on 05/04/08 in Riverside, CA. Nicholas 
and Dell would gain the confidence of elderly victims in order to 
gain access to the victim's home. Once inside the victim's home, 
one suspect would distract the victim, while the other suspect 
ransacked the home for cash, credit cards, jewelry and other 
valuables.  Both suspects are suspected of committing similar 
crimes in the cities of Long Beach, Pasadena, Crescenta Valley, 
and have ties to Las Vegas, Nevada. If you believe you may be a 

 



 

victim, please contact: Det. Keith James at (818) 548-2097 OR 
Sgt. Vahak Mardikian at (818) 548-4047. 
 
COMMENTS 
*Dani said:    
Gypsy denotes a worldwide ethnic group not a way of life! By 
calling it a GYPSY scam is a discriminatory comment about a 
culture who is already one of the most peresecuted cultures today. 
Gypsy was a term given to the Romani people when ther were 
mistaken as Egyptian when in fact they originated in India 1000 
years ago. The sterotype that "Gypsies" are all thieve and beggers 
and scammers, is a stereotype that is alive today, and kept alive by 
comments like this. Please view using the term Gypsy in this way, 
just as you would the N word used to describe African Americans 
or the term Spic for Hispanics. It is the same thing and just as 
hurtful to Romani people. I will forward this to the Romani 
Organization for Media Awareness so they can contact you with 
some educational information. 
* 
May 7, 2008 11:56 AM  Jason Kandel  said:  Thank you for your 
comment and thanks for reading. I appreciate the input, but that 
was the description given by police in a police press release. 
* 
May 7, 2008 12:26 PM   noname said:Since the specific crime 
involved is a scam, if the suspects involved claim to be Gypsys, 
then it would seem that the term "Gypsy Scam" is quite appropos. 
* 
May 7, 2008 12:41 PM  Dani said: 
In response to Noname  Even if they were ROMANI it is still not 
okay to call it a Gypsy Scam. If it was a Hispanic would it be ok to 
say "Spic Scam"? For that matter if it was an African American 
and you were PC and said AFRICAN AMERICAN scam, it is still 
wrong. What does the race of the people doing the scam have to do 
with it? It should be irrelevant who did the scam, a scam is wrong 
and by attaching an ethnic group to identify the scam you are 

 



 

stereotyping that minority implying that it is a common scam by 
that group of people. All I am trying to get across is for people to 
stop using the term Gypsy to perpetuate this false image and try to 
remember it is large minority group. And thank you for clarifying 
Jason, I will make sure and relay the true source of the phrase. 
* 
May 7, 2008 5:27 PM  Yvonne Slee said: 
The word 'gypsy' has been misused again! Gypsy should be written 
with a big G anyway.  Our Romani culture has been downtrotten 
for over 200 years it is a crime of massive discrimination.   Here is 
some informative websites so you can learn something about our 
culture so you don't get it wrong again and stop doing harmful 
slanderous reporting.As you may get blacklisted. 
* 
May 7, 2008 5:54 PM  noname said:   Thank you for pointing out 
that the word "gypsy" in the headline has a lowercase "g." That 
seems to indicate that the word in the press release was not being 
used as a proper noun referring to Gypsys or Romanis, but rather 
as an adjective describing the type of "scam" that the suspects were 
arrested for.  Much in the same way that persons of any race and 
ethnic background can be arrested for "nigerian scams," if that is 
the crime that they are accused of. Calling a nigerian scam what it 
is, is not persecuting upstanding Nigerians, it is honest reporting.  
Slanderous? Hardly. Slander is defamation by oral utterance. Who 
was defamed, and how? Who made the slanderous oral utterance? 
What was it? When? Where? 
* 
May 8, 2008 9:11 AM   Yvonne Slee said: 
Many people use the word Gypsy when they are not Gypsies 
Romanies at all! So you have attacked our culture and flippantly 
overlooked what is happening. The Oxford dictionary used the 
word Gypsy as two different meanings. A way of life so people just 
say I travel so I'm a Gypsy. They are not Gypsies at all they could 
be Irish, Scottish even Australian or American etc.   I doubt 100% 
that those people that got arrested where real Gypsies Romanies 

 



 

meaning people from our culture.   Read the info and see where we 
come from and who we are. If those people arrested were 
American for example then it should be called a American scam.  
Get your facts right. Otherwise do you understand you have 
attacked a innocent peoples of a culture you don't know much 
about by misusing the name Gypsy. Why hang something on us 
that we didn't do. Shall I go out there and blame Americans next 
for everything that happens wrong here and say American scam as 
we all live the American life, but we don't have to be Americans 
for that. 
* 
May 8, 2008 noname said:  The people arrested may be Gypsy 
Romanies, but what is posted here does not say that they are. They 
may also be Americans. What the headline says is "Arrests made in 
gypsy scam against the elderly."  So are you saying that it is wrong 
to use the Oxford dictionary definitions? What other English 
dictionary has definitions that are acceptable to you? 
* 
May 8, 2008 8:29 PM   Yvonne Slee said: 
The full address for The Gypsy People: A Guide for Journalists 
(available from http://www.unionromani.org ) and the other 
pamphlet published in Britain in 2000 by The Commission for 
Racial Equality, entitled Travellers, Gypsies and the media: 
Guidance to Journalists which is reproduced here:  Poor quality 
reporting, which exploits, or panders to stereotypes can cause 
much hurt to those about whom the stories are written. Make sure 
that, where ever possible, you check the details with a relevant 
source, and don't just rely on expressions of local heresay and 
popular prejudice. Listen to the people you're talking about. This is 
particularly important when it comes to the terms and language 
used. Always seek the views of Gypsy organisations to see whether 
or not there is an alternative interpretation or a different and more 
significant story line to be presented.   The Commission for Racial 
Equality has handled many cases under the Race Relation act for 
Gypsies and Travellers for over 20 years. The number of such 

 



 

cases continues to run at several dozens a year. This is not to put 
you off reporting about us.  Gypsies want to see more coverage in 
the media, but are keen to help the media develop a coverage that 
is honest and fair, open and inclusive.  Steer clear of exploiting us 
and of prejudice. 
* 
May 9, 2008 4:17 PM  noname said:   Please forgive my failure to 
comprehend, but I do not understand how using words with the 
intention of expressing something that is clearly part of the 
definitions of those words in English dictionaries, is slanderous, 
unfair, or exploitive in any way.  There does not seem to be an 
alternative English dictionary on the site you referenced.  Since 
apparently your goal is to change existing definitions of words, 
you might be better served by striving to have the definitions 
changed in the dictionaries that are most often used. Then you 
might have grounds for objecting to what would then (after the 
definitions were changed) be improper use of the words. 
* 
May 9, 2008 9:29 PM   Dave Jeffries said: 
You are missing the point, Jason as nearly all non-Romanies do 
when it comes to the use of the word Gypsy. Thanks to the 19th 
century Romantic historians and the Oxford dictionary, Romanies 
are battling to shake off the stereotyped image of fun-loving, free-
spirited wanderers. The unfortunate thing is that whenever the 
word Gypsy appears in an article, (be it with a capital or small G) 
the public immediately think of the dark-skinned race that came 
from Europe. Nearly all references in such articles, particularly 
news items, are referring to travellers or itinerants and Romanies 
have no connection with the article at all. By the way, I'd be 
interested to see the definition of "gypsy scam" and on what basis 
the news item was titled that. 
* 
May 10, 2008 6:20 PM  noname  said: 
First of all, the word was used in a police press release, so it would 
seem that the complaints herein should be redirected to the police 

 



 

rather than to the reporter who apparently accurately reported what 
was presented to him.  The police may have been using the 
dictionary definition of "gypsy" and should not be faulted for that.   
As far as the term "gypsy scam" being used, since the police in the 
United States quite justifiably use terms that are common to 
law enforcement agencies such as the FBI (Federal Bureau of 
Investigation) it could be that they used the term "gypsy scam" as 
it is defined in the FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin entitled 
 "Traveling criminals: take the money and run" 
http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m2194/is_n7_v63/ai_1565802
3/pg_1  
(Author’s Note:  Automatically, in the most direct way possible, I 
have a handicap. Without even trying.) 
* 
May 10, 2008 8:50 PM  noname said:  Yvonne, if the meaning 
behind your words was that Gypsies want to see more "positive" 
coverage and less coverage of crimes such as "gypsy scams," I am 
confident that when no more gypsy scams take place, and more 
positive actions take place, that the media will reflect that. 
* 
May 11, 2008 11:23 AM   Dave Jeffries said: 
Hardly any Romanies travel like that. The racism that goes on in 
America against our group is appalling.   Did you know for eg. in 
Australia the only ones that are moving from town to town these 
days here, are mainly white Australians, builders, miners, tarmac 
layers, some farmers because they have big cattle farms, etc, all 
gadje and there is a farmer here in Mossman, a gadjo he's got a 
story on the internet and he calls himself a bit of a Gypsy because 
he moves around a lot. Another fool, who's got no idea what a 
Romani is.  Here you never hear of any Romanies ever in such 
articles as you write and that's because we are peaceful, law 
abiding, good people that are just living side by side with the 
gadje. 
* 
May 11, 2008 7:31 PM Ilanna Mandel said: 

 



 

First of all, just because the police used the term doesn't make it 
correct. The police make mistakes just like everyone else. This is 
not a Gypsy Scam, but perhaps a scam by two people. What does 
their ethnic origin have anything to do w/ the situation?  Also, you 
ARE misusing the word. The word Romani is the correct term for 
this cultural group. The title of the article is racist indeed and this 
kind of racism towards the Romani is offensive. If these people 
had been Jewish, there is no way, the title would be JEWISH 
SCAM ON ELDERLY. They would simply call it something else. 
This is typical of the discrimination against the Romani. 
* 
May 12, 2008 9:23 AM  noname said:  Dave, it is good to hear 
that your experience in Australia has not involved "gypsy scams." 
In the US it is different. Words and phrases develop and evolve as 
their society evolves. For example, the term "nigerian scam" came 
into being in recent years following the development of that 
particular type of crime. In the US, and possibly other countries, 
the term "gypsy scam" has been used for more than a hundred 
years, since that particular type of crime has been taking place here 
for that long. 
 
Ilanna, if the term "gypsy scam" was being used to indicate that 
those arrested were Gypsys, then how is the word being misused 
by the police? Would you prefer if the police press release said, 
"Romanis were arrested for scamming the elderly?" On the other 
hand, if the term was being used by the police to describe the type 
of crime, how is that wrong? Are you saying that the correct term 
for that type of crime should be "Romani scam?" 

V May 12, 2008 11:09 AM   Billy Batson said: 
All you people defending the gypsy's / Roms have some ties to 
them in some shape, way, or form. IF you ask me I'm sick of them. 
Behind every palm reading parlor is some hag woman, who taught 
her children how to be scammers too. That whole race should of 

 



 

been wiped off the face of the earth. I am so tired of them 
knocking on our door offering BS services like home repair, home 
painting, auto repair. The next time they come knocking I am 
going to educate these idiots on what the " NO TRESPASSING " 
sign means on our yard, then I'm going to put my foot up his butt. I 
honestly believe our address is on some type of map or list they 
have hidden under the table of the palm parlor. Please log onto this 
site to see how well these low lives live    
www.gypsypsychicscams.com 
* 
August 16, 2008 12:55 AM   gypsy raised said:  Gypsy... 
Traveler... all the same… Turks on the other hand are the fortune 
telling croud, not the Gypsies. Yes their scams run deep because I 
use to run with them and can name names etc. I can write a book 
on the things I know. One thing is for sure, you will find the posts 
to protect the Gypsy name sake are made by the women. The guys 
don't want that kind of heat. They want to go un-noticed. scams... 
asphalt, seal coating, guttering, lightning rods, roofing, barn 
painting and siding repair.. these are the most common scams they 
do.. asphalt they get ya by the square foot with left overs and give 
you whats on the tail gate but once they made a mess and unloaded 
all the equipment it puts preasure on the customer to finish the job. 
seal coating they get ya by the gallon as well as painting and say 
things like "i need to clean out my hose" then once started charge 
ya for the rest of the job. gutters they start ya out for free to inspect 
then charge to seal joints etc. lightning rods they give a free 
inspection and then claim you have been struck and need new 
cable. The all famous insuranse scams are simply going "back" to 
their "marks" to sell warranty work claiming the warranty is out 
and needs renewed, aside from that they make false claims against 
the insurance companies for probs. they caused. 
* 
August 18, 2008 1:32 AM  gypsy raised said:   I was really 
wanting some feed back on this. Mainly from those who are 
defending the Gypsies. This debate can run as deep as they want it 

 



 

to. From what I see they don't want me to scratch the surface any 
deeper lol. I actually thought about going to senior centers to give 
speeches on how to avoid these scams etc. Fact is… SCAMS 
wouldn't happen on home repair, asphalt etc. if the homeowners 
checked to verify a city license, made sure they lived in the 
community, and didn't knock on your door to sell you something. 
Gripe about getting ripped off, or educate the community further. 
Nobody ever thinks it's going to happen to them so they get lazy. If 
10 people told 10 people and those told 10 more each and so on.. 
this would be well known information and in a way a contract for 
protection against any and all con artists. 
*August 24, 2008 7:04 PM  Anonymous said: 
i believe that most smart people are very offended of gypsy's for 
example there was a case were a attorney went to school all his life 
very smart and one day a 17 year old gypsy girl that never went to 
school  took him down over night for a lot of money hurt him 
financially he was well known as a smart attorney  know he's 
broke so i think that if all gypsy people go to school we will be in 
big trouble 
* 
December 17, 2008 1:45 AM   yes name said:  
Noname are you scared to use your real name ? and why dont you 
report on all the police crime we have here in the good old USA 
lots of it.. and what about this CEO bizz stealing all the money 
guess they must be Gypsies according to you, since only Gypsies 
steal. What about the Government in the state of Ill he only wants a 
million for obambas old seat cha-ching...maybe he is gypsy also, 
what would you jerks say....noname...cops and government could 
stop crime but would it be profitable...I think not...use your brain i 
know you have one 
* 
December 22, 2008 9:29 PM  jay james said: 
you might be gypsy raised but you got no gypsy BLOOD....you 
wouldnt be posting like that.....GORGIE!!! 
* 

 



 

December 28, 2008 12:39 AM   Interesting! said: 
in response to billy batson, when you say "I'm sick of them and 
that the whole race should be wiped off the face of the earth"  you 
bring to mind another animal who thought the same way. his name 
was adolf hitler. and if you haven't heard or read of him, he 
slaughtered millions of men women and children, the next time 
some comes to your door with an offer of some kind, just say no or 
nyne in your case. 
* 
January 9, 2009 3:25 PM  Zinnamongirl said: 
It is unlawful to discriminate based on ethnicity. The Romani 
people are such an ethnic group. They are a Micro-minority among 
other ethnic groups.  "Gypsies" are second only to Jews, as a 
coveted symbol of extremist hate, within the White Supremacist / 
Neo - Nazi hate ideology.  The word "Gypsy" is considered 
derogatory, especially in the defamatory context that this story is 
reported in.  This report furthers a negative stigma and stereotype 
that the Romani people must defend against despite clearly written 
anti-defamation and discrimination laws.  Bigoted and ignorant 
reports like these, largely assume that the perpetrator/s of various 
crimes and scams are genetically ethnic Romani. When in fact they 
could be anybody - of any ethnicity. It would take a DNA test to 
determine and positively ID the criminals involved as (in fact) 
belonging to the Romani people.  Reports like this also create an 
illusion that the Romani people represent a significant criminal 
threat to the citizens of the United States of America.  The fact is; 
US crime statistics show that the Romani people are responsible 
for over all crime in such minuscule percentages that they can't be 
assigned a classification or numerical value.  The Romani people 
("Gypsies") are an easy mark for negative labeling because they 
virtually have no legal clout or political voice here in the USA.  
This type of outrageous inciting and targeting (under the color of 
authority) is what leads to ethnic cleansing, pogroms, holocausts 
and genocide.  As in the Nazi regime, once the "Gypsy" is socially 
acceptable for ethnic cleansing - all out genocide against other 

 



 

ethnic groups is next. 
* 
January 21, 2009   Steve Bosell said:  Actually, this scam is often 
perpetrated by Gypsies, all around the U.S. I have seen many of 
these stories, where the perpetrators are Gypsies. And yes, they call 
themselves Gypsies. The Gypsies on this blog are lying. They 
know its a Gypsy scam. They just don't want us to know it. 
Hopefully, that will all change soon... The police call it that 
because they know who is committing these crimes - groups of 
travelling Gypsies. 
* 
January 22, 2009 3:48 AM suv cory said:   gaji's are stupid. 
* 
January 25, 2009 10:44 PM  Zinnamongirl said: 
The Vikings were responsible for horrific crimes during their 
Viking raping, pillaging and murderous raids. That distinction 
haunted them long after they sailed back home and settled for 
cheese and pastry making. The Vikings suffered centuries of 
persecution and harassment before finally being pushed off the 
most dreaded list. Today when we think of Vikings all we think of 
is Football. Hopefully one day we can all get to thinking only of 
great show tunes - in regard to anything Gypsy.  What is in a 
Name? Too much and not enough. "Gypsy Scams" have in the past 
been attributed to Gypsies. But let's face it, times are tough and 
even the bonafide Gypsies are having to share the mean streets 
with other crime elements. So these days it's not necessarily 
Gypsies that are pulling these scams. The majority of law 
enforcement and News agencies are realizing this and have opted 
to drop the defamatory label. Instead they have re-named these 
scams with a focus on the actual crime. For instance "Smoking Tail 
Light Scam".  Unfortunately, some agencies still have not been 
sufficiently motivated by defamation law suits - to make this 
change.  Gypsy Scams - are most often executed by any scum from 
any race, ethnicity and nationality. Just because a Gypsy Scam has 
taken place, does not mean that a Gypsy was actually responsible. 

 



 

And just because some perp claims he/she is a Gypsy - does not 
make him a Gypsy.  When this type of scam occurs Gypsies are 
fingered and hunted in connection with the offense, even when no 
Gypsies were within a million miles of where the scam, offense or 
crime occurred.  Story after story that I read tells me, as the reader 
and potential crime victim, very little.  The Gypsy Scam stories are 
so vague and ambiguous, and lacking in concrete information, 
proof and evidence, that it leads me to believe that they are bogus. 
It's almost like Con Artists are writing these stories to throw 
suspicion off of them and onto some mystery phantom criminal. So 
while everybody is out looking, and looking out for these evil 
Gypsies, the nice-looking married couple driving the luxury SUV 
(with the baby seat in the back) who are the real scammers ... are 
laughing their asses off - all the way to the bank.  It would help if 
there was some concrete proof presented to show that the offenders 
are in fact bonafide Gypsies.  And even then, how do I - Jo blo 
Citizen- know when I'm facing a potential rip off by a Gypsy? 
 
What exactly does a Gypsy look like?  Can I rely on the movie 
BORAT for clues? The only description usually provided is a 
broad spectrum description of a vehicle - big wow.  There is 
usually no License Plate Number  There are hardly ever any named 
suspects  There are no actual descriptions of any one person 
involved  There is no photo or composite sketch of the suspects  
No MOST WANTED GYPSIES posters  There is usually no 
witness testimony.  There is no conviction and I have never heard 
of DNA evidence linking a genetically bonafide Gypsy to any of 
these offenses that carry their ethnic distinction.  If cops really 
wanted to catch these Gypsies then they would give us more 
concrete evidence and information to go on. Like they do with 
murderers, rapists, arsonists, pedophiles and terrorists.  Since that 
is not happening, then all these stories do, is to incite violence 
against one specific ethnicity.  All I'm saying is, either catch them - 
or shut up. If you aren't catching them, then all you are 
accomplishing is ethnic slurs and defamation against the Romani 

 



 

ethnicity.  The Romani community at large are hard working law 
abiding American citizens. The sooner these individuals 
responsible for the various Scams are apprehended, the quicker the 
Romani community can breathe a sigh of relief! 
* 
January 27, 2009 9:37 PM  zinnamongirl said 
U.N. Holocaust Remembrance Day.  Stereotypes take on a life of 
their own once they are planted into the collective consciousness of 
a host society. Distorted perceptions are mirrored onto ethnic and 
racial groups and inflict psychological damage on individuals that 
are cast as belonging to those groups. The end result is collective 
marginalisation and oppression. Defamation, stereotyping, 
degradation, vilification, harassment and continued blatant inciting 
of violence against the Rom/Sinti ethnicity, devours and deprives 
Rom/Sinti of their human rights and dignity.  I noticed in the story 
above ... the suspects names sure don't sound like "Gypsy" names 
to me. 
* 
January 28, 2009 9:24 PM  real gypsy said:  Dani  Trust me this is 
a real gyp scam I know because I'm a gypsy 
* 
February 27, 2009 5:57 AM   ROMANI GIRL NJ said 
Well here we have a bunch of racists.  I wonder why no one has 
mentioned all the white trash people who kill their own children 
for revenge on an ex spouse, Or Charles Manson who murdered 
hundreds of innocent people, how about Jeffrey Dahlmer who 
actually ate the people he killed. How about all the ceos and 
lawyers and accountants and bankers who steal from the elderly 
and the average joe on a daily basis... Oh I forgot white people are 
perfect they don’t commit crimes or scam anyone. And I guess it 
was ok for Anna Nicole Smith to get 93 million from and old man 
because she was white, that wasn’t a scam 
* 
February 27, 2009 7:00 PM   Dave said:  I just got done reading 
the volumes of touchy feely crap about how Gypsies feelings are 

 



 

hurt. Get off the Political Correctness wagon and be more 
concerned about the victims of these gypsy scam crimes then an 
adjective associated with some people connected to the crimes.  I 
wonder if the Gypsy moth feels degraded by being described as a 
gypsy. Cheeezzzee!! 
* 
March 3, 2009 12:51 PM   freeman said:  "Charles Manson who 
murdered hundreds of innocent people"  He was involved in the 
killing of 8 people, not hundreds. He never actually killed anybody 
himself.  your whole argument is idiotic. you have helped me coin 
a new term insensitive term " Gypsy Logic". 
* 
March 9, 2009 7:00 PM  Truth said:   Oh, boo hoo. No one cares 
about the creepy, bat eating gypsies.  Of course they are all thieves 
and scammers. They put the GYP in Gypsy. 
* 
March 11, 2009 4:05 PM  Gypsy raised said   Lol he said I might 
be Gypsy raised but don't have Gypsy blood :) That is correct. 
Everything I say or have said about Gypsies is true, correct and I 
will stand face to face with any of them to say so. Btw.. "Gorge" is 
the "rumnachil" / "Gypsy" word for white people. Yes I am a 
"gorge" and have thousands of your little secrets to share with the 
world. Should I talk about umm: Painting barns, sealcoating, 
Asphalt, Lightning rods, gutters, travel trailers, roofing, trees, 
warranties and, well.. you get the idea. I know all of these things 
intimately. Maybe I should write an article for public awareness. 
Make it harder for you guys to take advantage of people. Btw.. One 
thing for each and every person to keep in mind. If a product or 
service comes to your door for you to buy then it's no good. A good 
product sells it's self. The left over asphalt, clean the paint or seal 
coat hose out for free, lose or burnt wire on your lightning rods 
well just shut the door and call someone out of the phone book. 
That doesn't work so well for paving companies because about 
25% of them in the phone book are Gypsies, at least here where I 
live. 

 



 

* 
March 17, 2009 5:38 PM   Roma Justice said: 
Racial, cultural and ethnic profiling is racist, vulgar and unfair. 
Criminals and crimes should be dealt with, on an individual basis. 
Rom, Roma, Gypsies, gypsies or whatever you wish to call them, 
are human beings. They are a race of people. When you apply the 
"Gypsy/gypsy" label within the context of criminality and aberrant, 
you imply that this race of people, the Sinti, Roma and Traveller 
Nation, is genetically inferior, degenerate and subhuman.  The 
"Gypsy/gypsy" label thus dehumanizes an entire nation of people. 
Police work is supposed to be highly detail oriented. Falsely 
labeling citizens also dehumanizes, and incites violence, upon 
persons who are not genetically related to the Roma. With your 
profiling methodology, people who are not genetically related to 
the Roma are being identified, labeled and classified as 
Gypsies/gypsies. Suddenly, law enforcement and mainstream 
media is labeling, ALL scams, confidence crimes, scam artists, 
transients, indigents, criminals, addicts, homeless, those without a 
fixed address, the mentally ill, illegal aliens and disenfranchised 
others, elitists consider the dregs of society, with the dehumanized 
Gypsy/gypsy label. 
 
What's in a name? How about mistaken identity, and wrongly 
classifying suspects, crime scenes and crime scene evidence! 
Police Science is highly detail oriented, and depends on accuracy! 
How about our legal justice system? Being a Gypsy/gypsy is not 
admissable as a guilt factor, in a court of law. Labeling individuals 
and groups as Gypsy/gypsy who do not genetically belong to the 
Roma, Sinti and Traveller nation, will also falsely accuse, and 
falsely identify genetic Sinti, Roma and Travellers, of crimes that 
they did not commit. 
* 
March 27, 2009 11:56 AM  zinnamongirl said: 
Billy Batson - You are sick of all these "Gypsies/gypsies" coming 
to your door? ROFL In over 40 years, I have never ever once, met 

 



 

one single genetic "Gypsy/gypsy", face to face! Thank you for 
demonstrating, just how ignorant and clueless, we the public at 
large, actually are, when it comes to lQQking out, for those 
"Gypsies/gypsies". 
* 
March 27, 2009 12:17 PM  gypsy junk said:  yeah well manson 
was prob a gyspy too oh and anna was prob a gypsy too ohh wait i 
call myself a gypsy because i want people to be aware i rip off 
others yet yet not all gypsys rip off people oh wait let me see if i 
can get us out of this one oh wait all im invisioning is more bullshit 
a lie with another lie so mr dan u can explain why u have 10 kids 
you dont pay support for and evade taxes and rip off elder people 
and drive like crap because your too busy scamming victims so 
you have your 8th wife do it thats great romny girl your emotions 
must be a mess but i suppose thats how it is in some cultures. so 
gypsy you just happend to be in my neigbhorhood with some left 
over shingles 2 streets over but i never saw your trucks earlyer 
when i had went buy yet you have a wonderfull price for me and 
besides the next hurricane will prob rip off most of the roof so you 
will be back again with this wonderfull price conviently 
* 
April 7, 2009 1:51 AM gypogal said: 
your all missing the bloody POINT here no one said there arnt 
gypsies that do this kinda crap but that dont mean we all do & this 
article & thousands like it imply just that! if the person doing this 
is dark then it must be a GYPSIE if they travel there GYPIES if the 
crime in more than one state then it must be a gypsie nobody 
thinks that we have the lowest crime rate of any culture there are 
bad eggs sure but there muggings in new york doese that mean 
BLACK AMERICAN CRIME WOULD BE FAIR or a child gets 
killed by a drunk driver WHITE MANS CRIME some gets over 
charged or missled when bying jewllery JEWISH CRIME does 
any of that sound fair or does more than one race commit each type 
of crime? next time think before you blindly write something thats 
going to affect the way people see a entire race of people we have 

 



 

some of the best musicitions in the world but we dont claim that 
music belongs to us so why claim that these crimes do if sociaty 
was more accepting we would be more open with our culture & 
you would understand that we not only respect but reviere & even 
idolise our elders so this type of crime is less likely to be 
committed by a gypsie 
                                                                                                                                 
© Jason Kandel  
***************************************************** 
This man has an interesting collection of small town  U.S. 
newspapers warning of the Travellers’ scams.  However, his 
primary interest seems to be cults. 
 
         Welcome to the Rick A. Ross Institute of New Jersey 
An Internet archive of information about cults, destructive cults, 
controversial groups and movements. The Rick A. Ross Institute of 
New Jersey (RI) is a nonprofit public resource with a vast archive 
that contains thousands of individual documents. RI on-line files 
include news stories, research papers, reports, court documents, 
book excerpts, personal testimonies and hundreds of links to 
additional relevant resources. This Internet archive is well-
organized for easy access and reference. 
 
http://www.rickross.com/reference/irish_travelers/irish_travelers3.
html  
Seven Irish Travelers charged with fraud 
The Augusta Chronicle/June 1, 2001  
By Katie Throne 
 
A group of Irish Travelers will go to federal court in Aiken next 
week on charges that they defrauded an Atlanta car dealership, a 
federal prosecutor said Thursday.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Eric 
Ruschky said Mary Gorman Mack, Ann M. Carroll and Catherine 
Mary Riley, named in an indictment with four other residents of 
the Murphy Village community, used fraudulent income tax returns 
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as proof of income to finance cars from Jim Ellis Volkswagen Inc.  
The three women have a hearing June 11, he said.  Two of those 
indicted, Nora A. Sherlock and Tommy J. Sherlock, pleaded guilty 
April 25 to using false information to finance a 1999 Chevrolet 
Corvette, which they later falsely reported stolen and collected 
insurance on.  ''Hypothetically, if you have financed a car and you 
don't want to make the payments anymore, you arrange to have it 
stolen,'' Mr. Ruschky said. ''When you report it stolen and get a 
police report and forward that to an insurance company, the 
insurance company pays off what's owed on the car. If there's any 
extra, it goes to the insured.''  The couple have not been sentenced 
but each could face up to 10 years in prison.  The other Travelers 
named in the indictments, Tommy J. Mack and Bryan G. Gorman, 
became fugitives after being released on $25,000 bonds, he said.  
The FBI and the Aiken County Sheriff's Office worked together to 
build a case against the North Augusta residents, said Mr. Ruschky, 
who opened the investigation in September 2000. The probe is 
continuing, he said.  All of the vehicles involved, including a 
Corvette and three pickup trucks, were obtained from Jim Ellis 
Volkswagen in Atlanta in 1998 and 1999, the assistant U.S. 
attorney said. Authorities say the vehicles were financed after the 
suspects used fictitious companies, such as Carroll Paint 
Contracting Co., as cover in a scheme to defraud.  Irish Travelers 
are members of a reclusive community of about 2,000 who are 
descended from 19th-century Irish peddlers. Many live in Murphy 
Village, a community of lavish houses and mobile homes along 
U.S. Highway 25 near the boundary between Aiken and Edgefield 
counties.  State Attorney General Charlie Condon has targeted Irish 
Travelers in the past, prosecuting members on truancy and fraud 
charges and publicizing indictments and convictions.  In December 
1999, three Irish Travelers were sentenced to probation and 
community service after pleading guilty to insurance fraud in an 
Aiken courtroom. 
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''The Travelers'' are back in the Bluegrass 
WTVQ "On Your Side"/May 3, 2002  
By Tom Kenny 
 
Lexington Kentucky -- Every spring traveling home improvement 
workers, often-called ''Irish Travelers'' invade the Bluegrass 
preying on the unsuspecting homeowner, particularly the elderly. 
The scam artists go door-to-door offering to pave or seal driveways 
at a cheap price. The Better Business Bureau said their complaint 
history shows that most homeowners who hire the traveling 
workers experience shoddy work with substandard materials. Then 
the victim can't locate the workers for a refund or to repair the job.  
The BBB said The Travelers usually show up in unmarked or 
generically marked trucks with out of state license plates, often 
from South Carolina. They approach homes claiming they have 
leftover materials from another job nearby, allowing them to give a 
"big discount." They usually only have a business with a toll-free 
phone number, no physical address. No written contract is offered 
outlining the specifics of the job. They target older residents and 
people who live alone. They also often work for cash only or 
demand full payment up front. The BBB said all of those 
conditions should serve as a warning to consumers that the 
company probably isn't on the up-and-up.  If you really need home 
improvement work done the BBB suggested using a reputable 
local company you can trust. Check out contractors with the BBB 
or ask for a list of BBB members who do the work you need. 
Check a company's references, get multiple written estimates. 
Check to see if the workers are properly licensed and bonded to 
work on your property. In Fayette County, which includes the city 
of Lexington, contractors of any kind are required by local 
ordinance to be registered with the Division of Building 
Inspection. Ask to see a copy of the license. State law requires all 
door-to-door contractors or merchants to have an itinerant 
merchant's license. Ask to see a copy of the license. If a contractor 

 



 

can't produce a license, they may be doing business illegally. The 
BBB also suggested getting the company's complete name, address 
and phone number. Never pay 100% up-front, no matter how 
tempting the price sounds. Beware of any contractor using high 
pressure or threats. 
 
http://www.rickross.com/reference/irish_travelers/irish_travelers8.
html  
Clan members roam nation 
Mother videotaped beating daughter belongs to group  
USA Today/September 26, 2002  
By Larry Copeland 
 
The clannish, insular band of itinerant workers that Madelyne 
Gorman Toogood says she belongs to shuns the spotlight.  
Toogood, 25, who was videotaped beating her 4-year-old daughter 
in an Indiana department store parking lot, is a member of the Irish 
Travelers . The Travelers roam the nation for much of the year, 
working as painters, roofers, sealers and pavers. Their world, say 
police who've studied them for years, is deliberately isolated and 
highly secretive.  The Travelers arrange marriages between 
members of their extended clans. Most of them are nomadic, 
hitting the road for 10 months a year to work. When they don't 
want to be understood by "country people" -- any non-Traveler -- 
they speak their own argot, a mixture of Gaelic and English called 
"cant." Traveler boys usually drop out of school by age 14 or 15 to 
follow their fathers around the country, learning a trade.  Joe 
Livingston, a South Carolina state investigator who has been 
tracking the Travelers for 18 years, said he was surprised by the 
videotape of Toogood hitting her daughter, Martha, in the parking 
lot of a Kohl's department store in Mishawaka, Ind. "Normally, 
they're not abusive toward their children," he said. "They're very 
loving of their children."  The Travelers came to the United States 
during the Irish potato famine of the 19th century. Similar nomadic 
people from England and Scotland also came here, and all made 
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their living trading livestock, selling wares and plying their trades. 
Today, estimates of the total Traveler population vary widely, from 
20,000 to 100,000.  The largest Traveler settlement is at Murphy 
Village, S.C., a community of about 3,000 outside North Augusta. 
Authorities say there are also Traveler settlements in Memphis; 
Bear, Del.; Sunset, La.; Spiro, Okla.; and Fort Smith, Ark. 
Authorities say they believe Toogood belongs to the Greenhorn 
Carrolls, a Traveler group in the Fort Worth, Texas, area.  In May, 
Fort Worth police issued a warrant for her arrest after she failed to 
appear in court on theft charges, said Lt. Mack West of the Tarrant 
County Sheriff's Department. Toogood and another woman had 
been arrested March 27 at a Kohl's department store in Fort Worth.  
"They stick to themselves. Our staff is familiar with them, but we 
haven't had any complaints," said Marie Pate, director of 
operations at the Better Business Bureau of Fort Worth. "Primarily, 
they work outside of this area."  Pate said the Travelers live in a 
trailer park, which she believes they own, in White Settlement, a 
community near Fort Worth.  Many Travelers are honest 
tradesmen, adhering to the Irish proverb, "The work reflects the 
man." Others, police say, are con artists.  "I'd be a fool to tell you 
that all Travelers are crooks. I don't believe that," said Mike 
Haines, who worked Traveler cases for 20 years before retiring last 
year from the Dallas police. "But there are a lot of them that are. 
They're involved in home-repair frauds of all kinds."   He 
recounted a typical case in which three men scammed an 85-year-
old woman out of $13,000. "She's asleep at 8 in the morning when 
she hears a noise on the roof," Haines said. "She looks up and three 
guys are up there. She asks, 'What are y'all doing?' They said, 
'Ma'am, you told us to come today. Have you forgotten already?' 
She paid them, even though she had never seen them before in her 
life."  Haines said the Travelers mostly do exterior work, going 
door to door offering to pave or seal driveways, repair roofs or 
paint. "Sometimes, they might go inside, walk in with a little bottle 
of water and (surreptitiously) spray it on the ceiling and say, 'See, 
you've got a leak right there, and you didn't even know about it.' "  

 



 

Livingston said Toogood has driver's licenses in Indiana, Missouri, 
Texas and New Jersey. Most Travelers, he said, travel around the 
nation in patterns similar to those of migrant farm workers.  "Most 
of them have a circuit that they operate on," Livingston said. "They 
come through in the spring and they come back through in the 
fall." 
 
 
http://www.rickross.com/reference/irish_travelers/irish_travelers6.
html  
Woman caught on tape beating daughter says she's part of 
group  
Oshkosh Northwestern/September 27, 2002  
By Patricia Wolff 
 
Richard and Iris Patzkowsky of Friendship have been watching 
with interest news reports of Madelyne Gorman Toogood and the 
band of Irish Travelers she claims to be part of.  The Adams 
County couple was bilked out of $8,300 this year when scam 
artists said to be Irish Travelers blacktopped their driveway, 
overcharging them by thousands of dollars while performing poor 
quality work, Iris Patzkowsky said.   
 
Not all Irish Travelers are scam artists.  But the ones who 
blacktopped the Patzkowsky driveway certainly fit the bill, said a 
spokeswoman from the Wisconsin Department of Consumer 
Protection.  The term Irish Travelers captured national attention 
recently when Toogood was caught on videotape hitting her young 
daughter in an Indiana shopping center parking lot. Toogood said 
she was an Irish Traveler.  The mother and her associates have not 
been connected to the group of itinerant workers who came 
through the Patzkowsky's area, but the Irish Traveler name has, 
said Glenn Lloyd of the Wisconsin Department of Consumer 
Protection.  The Patzkowskys can't be blamed for their naivete. 
They are like many other people in Wisconsin -- trusting.  
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Wisconsin is a destination state for groups of traveling scam artists 
looking for potential victims. They target the elderly with paving, 
roofing, barn painting and other scams, Lloyd said. "We're known 
as a victim state," Lloyd said. "We're very trusting people in 
Wisconsin. The perpetrators come from the sunshine states."  
Traveling scam artists are an ongoing problem throughout the 
state. The group known as Irish Travelers has been implicated in 
crimes against people in several central Wisconsin counties, area 
law enforcement officials said. Workers claiming to be members of 
this clannish band of workers were arrested in Wisconsin this 
summer. The Madison and Milwaukee areas were hit hard. One 
even made an international call to Ireland on a client's telephone, 
Lloyd said. 
 
The Travelers roam the nation much of the year, working as 
painters, roofers, sealers, and pavers. Their world, say police 
who've studied them for years, is deliberately isolated and highly 
secretive, according to a report in USA Today.  The Travelers came 
to America during the Irish potato famine of the 19th century. 
Similar nomadic people from England and Scotland also came 
here, and all made their living trading livestock, selling wares and 
plying trades.   Today, estimates of the Traveler population vary 
from 20,000 to 100,000, according to USA Today.  Law 
enforcement officials in Marquette, Adams, Waushara, Sauk, 
Milwaukee and Dane counties have investigated scams involving 
Irish Travelers and other groups. Charges are pending against two 
or three individuals in Dane County stemming from a tree-
trimming scam there in May, said Sgt. Gordie Disch, of the Dane 
County Sheriff's Department.  "They took advantage of a sick 
person. A neighbor didn't necessarily think their service was 
needed and contacted us," Disch said. "We tracked them down in a 
motel on the east side of Madison. There were 22 of them.  Irish 
Travelers out of North Carolina were implicated in two scams in 
Dane County this year, Disch said, the one involving tree-
trimming, and another involving barn painting.  Scam artists often 

 



 

come around offering to pave or seal driveways or repair roofs, 
Lloyd said. "They offer what look like good prices, but their work 
is very poor in quality," he said.  In the Patzkowsky case, the scam 
artists came by claiming they had some asphalt left over from 
another job and could let them have it for a low price. The bill of 
$8,300 was nearly $3,000 higher than what a local contractor 
would have charged for the same job, Iris Patzkowsky discovered 
later.  The Patzkowskys are working with the Wisconsin 
Department of Consumer Protection to recoup their loss, they said.  
Sometimes scam artists enter an area with a truck bearing the name 
of a reputable furniture company such as Thomasville, but the 
furniture is not from the company, Lloyd said.  Other times they 
have trucks with magnetic signs that can be easily removed in case 
authorities are alerted to their unscrupulous activities and try to 
apprehend them, said Capt. Manny Bolz, of the Sauk County 
Sheriff's Department.  "These people are pretty smart. They come 
into the state with Wisconsin license plates so they don't look like 
transients," Bolz said.  Traveling scam artists are of several 
nationalities, Bolz said, not just Irish. They often used assumed 
names.  "Most of them change their names like the rest of us 
change our underwear," Bolz said. 
 
http://www.rickross.com/reference/irish_travelers/irish_travelers13
.html  
Traveling con artists spotted in South Georgia 
WALB News, Georgia/March 12, 2008  By Jim Wallace 
 
Worth County - The Worth County Sheriff suspects a group of con 
artists sometimes called the Irish Travelers is back in the area, and 
has already ripped off at least one woman. The Sheriff wants to 
warn all South Georgians to be wary of strangers offering to do 
odd jobs at a great price.  88 year old Evelyn Guarnieri says three 
men stopped at her home March 3rd, and offered to coat her roof 
cheap. Sheriff Freddie Tompkins said "wanted to spray some 
asphalt on her roof, and told her it would be five dollars. They 
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started the work, but told here it would be five dollars a bucket. 
The five dollars turned into 400 dollars."  As soon as she wrote the 
men a check, they took off running. The little bit of work they did 
was a sham. Sheriff Tompkins said "the stuff they mixed up, it was 
so thin, nothing even showed up on the white next to the roof. It 
looked like they were just blowing water up on it."  By the time 
Guarnieri realized what had happened and called the bank, the 
check had already been cashed, and her 400 dollars was gone. 
Sheriff Tompkins says these con men start to show up each spring. 
Sheriff Tompkins said "I think these people live up north, and they 
migrate south. They spray roofs, spray houses, and asphalt drives. 
And we get several complaints a year out of them."  Sometimes 
called Irish Travelers, the con artists sometimes say they have 
materials left over from another job, and will do your job cheap. 
Sheriff Tompkins said "The old saying is, if they come out and 
want to do some work to your house and the price sounds too good 
to be true, it usually ain't."  Sheriff Tompkins has contacted 
surrounding counties that these con men have been spotted in 
South Georgia again, and warns people to only deal with local 
contractors they know.  Sheriff Tompkins said the majority of 
people scammed by these traveling con artists never report the 
crime, because they are embarrassed. But he asks you to report if 
you have had contact with these con men, to prevent anyone else 
from becoming victims. 
 
http://www.rickross.com/reference/irish_travelers/irish_travelers14
.html  
Sealy PD warns against Irish Travelers scams 
The Sealy News, Texas/April 10, 2009  By Ashley Tompkins 
 
If an offer sounds too good to be true, chances are it probably is.  
That's the warning Sealy Police Chief John Tollett is giving 
residents after a Sealy resident this week reported being taken 
advantage of by individuals known as Irish Travelers.  Tollett 
explained Irish Travelers are traveling bands of gypsies known for 

 

http://www.rickross.com/reference/irish_travelers/irish_travelers14.html
http://www.rickross.com/reference/irish_travelers/irish_travelers14.html


 

performing home improvements and some are known for being 
scam artists. The group has been working in the Sealy area.  So far, 
the police department has received only one scam report.  "They 
look primarily for construction-type work. They'll try to sell you a 
spray for the roof that they say will make it last longer or a sealant 
on the driveway, but what happens, generally, is they'll give you 
one price, but once they finish the job, they give you another price 
and it's typically higher," Tollett said.  That's the case with the 
Sealy resident. The reported incident involved the subjects placing 
a sealant on a blacktop driveway and overcharging the customer 
from the original price quoted.  "The resident was quoted $300 to 
begin with, but when it was done was told it would cost $600," 
Tollett said.  The chief said the travelers are known to prey on the 
elderly, being that they are more willing to trust people and 
sometimes obtain payment up front and never return to perform the 
job.  "Make sure you have a contract and I would even suggest you 
call the Better Business Bureau and ask for references. Here's the 
deal, if it sounds too good to be true, it probably is," Tollett said.  
The police department cannot get the money back or fine the 
travelers. 
 
***************************************************** 
http://www.co.arapahoe.co.us/Departments/SH/Crime%20Preventi
on%20Tips/Gypsy%20and%20Traveler%20Scams.pdf   
 
                  ARAPAHOE COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE  
                  13101 E. Broncos Parkway, Centennial, CO  
 
                        “Gypsy and Traveler Scams” 
Every spring and summer, the Denver metro area has had an 
increase in “gypsy and traveler” activity.  To law enforcement 
agencies, the word "gypsy" refers to people who travel in small 
groups across the country perpetrating crimes of theft, burglary, 
and fraud. Over the past several summers, residents of Arapahoe 
County  and other communities have been victims of what have 
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become known as "gypsy scams."  Gypsy scams are incidents that 
occur in daylight hours, in which a suspect will, literally, walk 
right into someone’s home for the purpose of stealing jewelry or 
money. Very often, the homeowner is either in or near the home. If 
these individuals are caught, they give some kind of excuse as to 
why they are in the home or on the property. So far, these 
individuals have not been violent and usually run from the 
residence as soon as they are discovered. 
 
The best way to keep these individuals from victimizing you is to 
simply keep your home locked, even when you are working in the 
yard. Remember, anytime you are outside your home, you cannot 
possibly see every door  that a would-be thief might enter.  During 
this same time of year, traveling home improvement workers, often 
called “Travelers or Irish Travelers,”  invade communities 
throughout the metro-area preying upon unsuspecting 
homeowners, often times the elderly, going door to door offering to 
pave or seal driveways at a very cheap price.  The Travelers will 
want payment up front and prefer cash but will often times accept a 
check. The Travelers will tell the homeowners they have patch left 
over from a previous job. Most homeowners who hire the traveling 
workers experience shoddy work with substandard materials. Then 
the victim can't locate the workers for a refund or to repair the job. 
When victims try to stop payment on the check, it already has been 
cashed, and the name on the check usually is fictitious or belongs 
to an uninvolved third party. Homeowners should be suspicious of 
anyone who knocks on their doors with offers that sound “too good 
to be true”.  Homeowners should at least always check references 
and go through the Better Business Bureau to check out the 
company.  Finally, never pay for work in advance; always pay at 
the conclusion of the job.  Remember, if  a deal sounds too good to 
be true, it probably is. 
 
***************************************************** 
http://county.pueblo.org/government/county/elected-
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Travelers/Gypsies = Springtime Scams 
 
Wacky weather has been quite the issue all winter long. With the 
high winds wrecking havoc on our roof, fences, etc., repairs are 
now necessary.  This alert serves as a reminder that this is the time 
of year when the "Gypsies" and "Travelers" come out of their 
winter retirement and start operating throughout the United States 
offering to do your repairs for a very minimal fee. The only 
difference between a gypsy and traveler is the location of where 
they originate from. Although it is speculated that many of these 
con-artists will head to the areas hit hard by the tornadoes, we must 
remember to be on our guard against their possibility of visiting 
Pueblo and the surrounding communities. These people share one 
common goal, to take your money and run.  The con starts when 
one knocks on your door and offers to do repairs around your 
home. These repairs could be roof coating/repair, fixing a fallen 
fence, asphalt paving/driveway sealing, house/barn painting, tree 
pruning/landscaping, and termite/pest control, just to name a few. 
They offer to do the work and charge you less than what a 
reputable local company would charge you. The idea of paying less 
money is always a welcoming thought, but you must remember 
that doing business with someone that is just passing through can 
prove to be a disastrous decision. When you discover the poor 
work that was done, who do you call to make good on it? After 
receiving a deposit, or the full amount, you’re told they are going 
to get the supplies and will return. Some take the money and never 
return. Those that do come back, usually provide extremely poor 
labor. For example: paint is watered down, paving material is 
applied very thin and will crumble and crack within a short time, 
insect spray is made up of nothing more than water and/or water 
and milk, roofing repair consists of spraying silver or black spray 
paint on the roof.  These people have also been known to con their 
way into your homes on the pretense of using your phone, 
checking for leaks from the roof, etc. While inside your home, they 

 



 

look for valuables, easy items to pocket and/or your personal 
information. Some work in pairs. While one of them has your 
attention, the other is working their way through your home taking 
what isn't theirs. Always remember, there is no reason to ever let a 
stranger into your home. 
 
Always remember: 
Don’t do business with door-to-door contractors. Just because they 
pulled up in front of your house in a fancy truck with advertising 
decals on the doors does not mean that they are a reputable 
business. It could mean that they are just that good of a con artist.  
Keep all doors, including the garage door, closed and locked at all 
times, especially when you are outside working in the yard. It may 
seem like more of a hassle to keep unlocking the door every time 
you need to enter, but if you step away from the front of the house 
to retrieve something in the backyard, that's all the time that is 
needed to gain access to your home.  Install security doors with 
metal grillwork and key locks instead of latched screen doors.  Do 
not hide keys under the doormat or rocks.  Secure sliding glass 
doors with anti-slide block or slide bolt.  Do not rely on the phone 
book advertisements that show that a company is a member of the 
Better Business Bureau (BBB). Take the time to actually call the 
BBB at (866)2061800 and verify the business. You may also 
access their website at bbbsc.org. It may cost you more in the long 
run to hire someone from a reputable business that has been 
checked out with the Better Business Bureau, but you at least have 
a better sense of who you're dealing with, and possible recourse if 
the job is not done correctly. IDENTIFY A SCAM BEFORE A 
SCAM IDENTIFIES YOU! 
 
 © Pueblo Colorado government 
***************************************************** 
http://www.ehow.com/info_7811525_irish-traveler-scams.html  
                             Irish Traveler Scams 
                                By Brittany McComas, eHow Contributor 
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An open market is often a target for Irish Traveler scams. Irish 
Travelers, or Gypsies, are con artists also referred to as home 
repair scammers and shoplifters. U.S. experts estimate that there 
are some 12,000 to 20,000 Irish Traveler clans here in the U.S. 
Migrating from Ireland and the United Kingdom some 100 years 
ago, they travel across the country doing seasonal work. While 
home repairs and retail crimes are on the rise, having knowledge of 
these types of crimes can often prevent them. 
 
Culture of Crime 
Irish Travelers are often equated with crime. The National 
Association of Bunco Investigators is the main organization 
dedicated to investigating and safeguarding communities against 
cons and scams. Irish Traveler crimes most often target senior 
citizens. Examples of these crimes are: bank examiner schemes, 
home repair fraud, diversion burglary and travel scams that exploit 
the elderly. NABI also publishes a bi-monthly bulletin informing 
the public of scam descriptions and a current list of suspects. 
 
Home Improvement Scam 
Often crews of roofers, pavers and day laborers travel from city to 
city, driving through neighborhoods and mobile home parks 
looking for people to scam. They will offer to spray your roof, 
pave the driveway or fertilize the lawn with materials left over 
from another job; then, after the work is done, ask for a higher 
amount than quoted. If you don't pay the higher price, the scam 
gets more elaborate with the con artist threatening to call the police 
because the materials used are stolen. Some warning signs can be: 
an unmarked truck or van with out of state tags; workers with no 
business identification, local address or telephone number; asking 
upfront for payment or fees or accepting cash only; and no 
contracts to sign or estimates given. Verify identification of any 
person offering their service, and if you become suspicious of any 
repair person call local law enforcement and give descriptions of 

 



 

the worker, vehicle and license plate number. 
 
Diversion Burglary 
Diversion Burglary can come in many forms and is just what it is -
- a diversion. A man that has a truck out of gas or a couple with 
one or two children appear at your door and plead to use the phone, 
someone stops you in a store parking lot, pretending to know you 
and later asking to borrow money are all forms of burglary. 
Diversion scams are often played on the elderly, and executed by 
gaining the trust of the victim; they claim to have an emergency -- 
car problems or a sick child -- and must call for help. Once they 
gain access to your car, home or personal effects one offender 
distracts the victim while another searches for valuables. Be aware 
of people you do not know asking for a ride to the gas station or 
for access to your home. These types of travelers can also come 
in the form of home invaders, another scam investigated by the 
National Association of Bunco Investigators, that is more violent 
and sometimes fatal. 
 
Read more: Irish Traveler Scams | eHow.com 
http://www.ehow.com/info_7811525_irish-traveler-
scams.html#ixzz1lvW5W65c  
***************************************************** 
http://digitaljournal.com/article/261414  
American Homeowners Being Scammed By Gypsy Clan 
Posers? 
                                by Nikki Weingartner 
                               Oct 20, 2008  in Crime 
 
Need your driveway repaved or your shingles in bad repair? If a 
mystery group just happens to show up at your doorstep claiming 
over-ordering of supplies or some major price deal, you could very 
well be a potential victim of a Gypsy scam artist at work.  Another 
potential scam is about and this one isn't associated with the 
Internet. Instead, it is a door to door ordeal and has a group 
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supposedly preying on the hardworking and legit homeowner. In a 
story that seems surreal simply based upon how many people end 
up on the losing end and how many scammers go unpunished, its a 
frightening trend that is sweeping the nation.  One of the very 
common scams going on right now is the paving scam, where what 
appears to be a legitimate business operator comes knocking on the 
door and claims that they are doing a job in the area and have 
ordered more asphalt than needed and will do work for you at a 
"massive discounted price." Too good to be true? They DO have a 
magnet on the side of their vehicle and even have state plates and 
business cards.  Well, in a news article in The Fort Worth Star 
Telegram, one retired police officer recognized the scammers and 
told them no. But many believe they are getting a spanking good 
deal at $2 US a square foot. 
 
The scam comes into play when only a thin layer of asphalt is 
layed. When it washes away or cracks and the homeowner pulls 
out the business card to make a call to the contractor, there is no 
real business. Only a fake address and phone number.  Sadly, this 
is not new. Travellers, as they are called, can make a lot of money 
scamming people. They reportedly roam the country soliciting 
contract work. In the Star Telegram's report, an anonymous 
Traveller spoke about how much money could be made, saying "It 
is crazy how much money can be made," the informant said. "You 
can make $100,000 a week."    
 
The Travellers are nomads from places like Ireland and Scotland. 
They come into an area en masse during warming months, take 
homeowners for what they can and then roll out, usually without 
any legal issues for the scam artists. And artists, they are.  The sad 
thing is that people answer their door and believe or trust that the 
people are legit. A trust that makes them vulnerable - something 
the Travellers may very well prey upon.  Due to fear of retribution, 
the anonymous informant told the paper that many see nothing 
wrong with what they are doing because it is a generational career. 

 



 

However, one Traveller in the Fort Worth area defended the acts of 
the nomadic clans, saying:   "They are good, God-fearing people.  . 
. . The only reason the Travellers are different is because they are 
their own community," [Ted] Daley said. "If you take 100 gallons 
of milk and set it out there and check every one of them, some of 
the milk is not perfect. For the good, hardworking Travellers that 
do respect the law, it is a shame the others cause them grief." 
 
Really? So being God-fearing makes scamming legitimate and 
otherwise legal?  Law enforcement officials warn people about the 
groups because they keep fake IDs and fake addresses, or at least 
addresses that no longer exist in their nomadic lives. They are right 
up their with Las Vegas Strip illusionists except at least on the 
Strip, you know that you are being had by a master of trickery.  
And the reason they do it? Wealth.  
 
Supposedly, it is all about extracting from people whatever they 
can get. So they charge whatever price they can get for the job and 
the craftsmanship is shoddy. When November arrives, they 
typically return to their homelands to display their wealth in many 
luxurious forms.  This isn't to say that every nomadic person is 
illegit. (Gee, thanks) Just that there are a lot who have capitalized 
on the ease of scamming. They can do the same work as the 
legitimate pros and scramble away mostly unscathed.  Targets have 
typically been the elderly in places like Idaho and when they are 
caught scamming, they are tough to prosecute according to one 
Idaho police officer in the article:  "Our prosecutors look at this as 
a civil problem," Davis said. "We tried our best to explain it is 
grand theft by deception. They view it as a contract. We are unable 
to prove it as a criminal act."  However, sometimes prudent 
citizens can help nab these scammers, some of whom have paved 
their golden path with stolen money for decades, like John 
Gormann who was arrested in Wisconsin for a multi-state roofing 
scam. There have been other arrests made as well but they are few 
and far between, with some agencies still not knowing what a 

 



 

Traveller is.  As reported, there are some 30,000 of these 
individuals in America today.  
 
Law-enforcement claims that they are tough to "infiltrate" due to 
their close knit society and their ability to speak Cant. They often 
marry their own relatives and they are often highly uneducated 
except for basic core skills.  Some other scams they try and pull, 
often successfully, are lightening rod scams where they show up on 
rainy days and charge around a $1,000 US to put up a lightening 
rod, only they don't do proper work. Roof repair and painting, 
where diluted substances are used are also common. The bottom 
line is that the work is often poor and information is often false, so 
there are no guarantees to be followed up on.  Accepting door to 
door work might not be a great idea to begin with but if the deal 
seems too incredible, it is always prudent consumer practice to 
recognize scams and to contact the appropriate authorities or local 
agencies to confirm work history and complaint record prior to 
entering into any contractual agreement.  While homeowners are in 
dire straits, these Travellers are said to be living it up at their 
expense. A twisted irony. 
 
COMMENTS 
Oct 20, 2008 by Chris V. Thangham   Thanks for warning us. 
There are so many scammers out there. It is best to hire 
professionals. 
* 
Oct 20, 2008 by Carolyn E. Price  In times when people are 
counting every cent, it is these particular type of scams that seem 
to flourish. I guess an good rule of thumb is get personal references 
for anyone who does work for you, if you can. And by this I mean 
if you know someone who personally used the contractor and 
recommends them. If that is not the case, then get more than a few 
references and go look at the work. 
* 
Oct 20, 2008 by Nikki Weingartner Well said.  There are so many 

 



 

steps to take, especially when spending hundreds or thousands. 
The sad thing is they prey on the older who may be more willing to 
trust or simply succomb to BS!  Not all, just some - of course, that 
is all it takes to line these pockets. 
* 
Oct 20, 2008 by skeptical  Much that is legal is unethical and poor 
deals may be made, even with legitimate contractors. Buyer 
beware always applies. 
* 
Oct 20, 2008 by Nikki Weingartner  Absolutely! Professionals 
either by KNOWN reputation or friends...but door to door? No 
way. 
* 
Oct 21, 2008 by tzveteli    Is really any chance for gypsies to 
change by getting proper education? 
* 
Oct 21, 2008 by Debra Myers Over the years we've had such 
"travelers" who have gone door to door trying to get people to let 
them roof a home or a barn...put siding on...the list is endless. For 
us here in NY--these people start up about Sept./Oct. by coming up 
from the southern states like NC or SC. They are only around for a 
month or two and then they just disappear again. But most of us 
locally already know the scam and steer clear of any dealing with 
them. 
* 
Nov 10, 2008 by skeptikool Even as we get scammed every day 
by legitimate businesses, Gypsies have always been a favored 
target. For example, for a long time many have been ripped off at 
the diesel pump, in my opinion. 
* 
Jan 5, 2011 by Gem Mc  This headline is so wrong!!! The Rom 
were nearly eradicated by Hitler, have been maligned by all of 
Europe, and mocked here in America, and now they're being 
blamed for Traveler trouble. Travelers are NOT gypsies. The 
gypsies are a specific group of people from eastern Europe known 

 



 

as the Rom. Their origin isn't really known, as they are a nomadic 
and were for years a non-literate culture.  The Travelers are 
basically the white trash of Ireland, transplanted to the US.   Get 
your facts straight. 
                                                                                                                    
©  digital journal.com 
***************************************************** 
http://lite987.com/gypsies-in-new-york/ 
Gypsies in New York 
By: Eric Meier  |  March 3, 2011 
 
The Utica Police Department posted on their Facebook page today 
an alert for Gypsies who have been running scams on residents of 
New York State.  On 02/21/2011, a complainant in Elmont reported 
that she observed two females she believed to be Hispanic attempt 
to enter her residence through a side door.  When confronted, the 
women acted confused and stated that they were hired to clean a 
house, giving an address that does not exist. The subjects then fled 
to a waiting vehicle driven by a male subject. In recent years, the 
Nassau County Police Department (NCPD) has experienced an 
increase in Gypsy-related crime in the spring and summer months. 
Commonly, Gypsies will commit larcenies, burglaries and fraud 
(“confidence games”) targeting mostly elderly victims. Gypsies are 
sometimes mistaken for individuals of Hispanic origin, and will 
utilize numerous aliases and pedigree information.  The vehicles 
involved in Gypsy-related crime usually have out-of-state plates. 
There are numerous scams and Modus Operendi (MO’s) that 
“Gypsies” commonly use.  Gypsy or Traveller communities are 
scattered throughout North America and Europe.  I think it’s 
absolutely fascinating.  Have you ever had an encounter with a true 
Gypsy? 
                                                                                                                                   
© Eric  Meier                     
***************************************************** 
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               Travelers...who, what and where are they? 
   
             Posted on Sat Sep 21 2002 20:52:13 GMT-0700  by 
Conservababe 
 
Since the news and tape of Madelyne Gorman/Toogood's beating 
of her child has been made public, there seems to be much interest 
in posters that the mother was an Irish Traveler. I, myself, have 
done searches on the net to learn more of the Travelers or Gypsies 
in the USA. I have not found anything that is more interesting than 
that of the posters who have given their individual experiences 
with these people. But, it is so much fragmented in many threads. I 
am hoping that by starting this thread, Freepers can relate their 
experiences and knowlege of these people, the Travelers. I wish it 
not to discuss the mother or her actions, necessarily, but to discuss 
the nature of the clan or cult or whatever or whoever is the 
Travelers.   Feel free to comment on this interesting subject, to me, 
at least.  on Sat Sep 21 2002 20:52:13 GMT-0700 (Pacific Daylight 
Time) by Conservababe 
* 
and now I'm intrigued, what the heck are "The Travelers"?  
posted on Sat Sep 21 2002 20:55:13 GMT-0700 by Lloyd227 
* 
That is what I am hoping to find out, Lloyd. Evidently, the mother 
was of an Irish clan of Travelers.  posted on Sat Sep 21 2002 
20:57:57 GMT-0700  by Conservababe 
* 
Here's a post about them. The book "Scam!" is about The 
Travelers.  
posted on Sat Sep 21 2002 20:58:43 GMT-0700 by lelio 
* 
Thank you. I have read that thread. I am hoping to gather personal 
experiences with the Travelers/Gypsies to this thread. So many 
Freepers across the USA have encountered them in one incident or 
another.  on Sat Sep 21 2002 21:01:29 GMT-0700 (by 

 



 

Conservababe 
* 
They're gypsies who travel around the country doing handyman 
work. Unfortunately, they're also con men. They say they'll do 
something and then either do a crummy job or just skip out 
altogether. Their MO is stuff like going up to a target house -- 
usually the elderly -- and saying they were just driving by and 
noticed that they have a bad roof/chimney/whatever and "since 
they happen to have some materials left over from a job they just 
finished," they'll do the job cheap. Oh, and could you pay up front 
please.  The police look on them with extreme disfavor around 
here. They blow in en masse about once every five years or so, 
scam whoever they can and disappear without a trace... on Sat Sep 
21 2002 21:02:23 GMT-0700 by Black Cat 
* 
Yes, I have heard that the Travelers are expecially expert in roofing 
and repaving jobs, that are never finished or are poorly done, if at 
all.  posted on Sat Sep 21 2002 21:04:57 GMT-0700 (Pacific 
Daylight Time) by Conservababe 
* 
I've read they date back to the Williamson clan, a huge extended 
family that travels almost continuously doing various temporary 
work that sometimes results in scams. posted on Sat Sep 21 2002 
21:06:14 GMT-0700 (Pacific Daylight Time) by varina davis 
* 
Has anyone ever heard the Travelers talk in "cant", their secret 
language?  
posted on Sat Sep 21 2002 21:06:53 GMT-0700 (Pacific Daylight 
Time) by Conservababe 
* 
I KNEW it! Said so the other day as soon as I got a look at the 
mom's face. The Traveler's are gypsy con men, contractors 
usually. They take your money and run. They're big on beauty 
paegants for 4 and 5 year old girls, and marrying their daughters 
off early. It's also no coincidence the mom was involved in shop 

 



 

lifting. That's another one of their specialties, as is insurance fraud. 
Not nice people. Poor girl.   posted on Sat Sep 21 2002 21:08:08 
GMT-0700 (Pacific Daylight Time) by LibWhacker 
* 
Please, who and when were or are the Williamson clan?  I am 
wondering how Travelers can be nomadic in their SUVS, really. I 
mean, this is the modern world and they do not drive buggies as 
the Amish.  posted on Sat Sep 21 2002 21:11:26 GMT-0700 by 
Conservababe 
* 
Who gives a Tinker's Damn about the Travelers  
posted on Sat Sep 21 2002 21:11:58 GMT-0700  
by LoneRangerMassachusetts 
* 
Nice observation on your part. I have heard that the children of 
Travelers are trained at an early age to become proper theives.  
posted on Sat Sep 21 2002 21:13:44 GMT-0700 by Conservababe 
* 
--the Williamsons were nationally notorious 45-50 years ago as 
gypsy travelling con artists--there was a major article on them in 
the old Saturday Evening Post in the mid fifties--    posted on Sat 
Sep 21 2002 21:17:38 GMT-0700 by rellimpank 
* 
I do. LOL I am of Irish people, Cork County. I know that my 
grandmother and grandfather, second generation Americans, used 
to refer to the peddler of salves and ointments who knocked on 
their door, as a "tinker". I am curious now as to who the man really 
was and what did they think of him, really. Dang, I was too young 
to know to ask. LOL  posted on Sat Sep 21 2002 21:18:55 GMT-
0700 by Conservababe 
* 
Ah ha, thank you so much for the information.  posted on Sat Sep 
21 2002 21:20:15 GMT-0700 (Pacific Daylight Time) by 
Conservababe 
* 

 



 

60 Minutes did a segment on the Travelers about five or so years 
ago.  
posted on Sat Sep 21 2002 21:22:39 GMT-0700 by Age of Reason 
* 
“They're big on beauty paegants for 4 and 5 year old girls, and 
marrying their daughters off early.”  Okay, so I have seen posted 
on another thread (remember, I am trying to tie this fragmented 
information of Travelers together on one thread) that Travelers try 
to marry off their young at an early age in order to bring more of 
their own from overseas legally.  posted on Sat Sep 21 2002 
21:26:17 GMT-0700 by Conservababe 
* 
The travelos do thing like re-pave your asphalt by covering it with 
old motor oil, it washes off once they are out of town...I think they 
also do a lot of roofing and home repair scams   posted on Sat Sep 
21 2002 21:28:39 GMT-0700  by woofie 
* 
There's a Liam O'Flaherty story called The Tent, which may be 
helpful.  posted on Sat Sep 21 2002 21:29:10 GMT-0700 by 
dighton 
* 
I hope they stay in the Midwest. We don't need any strange 
characters like that in California.  < /sarcasm>   posted on Sat Sep 
21 2002 21:31:02 GMT-0700  by Mr. Jeeves 
* 
Interesting that "tinker's damn" came up. I just read something 
about it last month on the web. Here it is (well, I thought it was 
interesting! :-)  Etymologies & Word Origins:   Tinker's Damn   
Not worth a tinker's damn is a phrase that is often uttered, although 
most people who say it nowadays have no idea what a tinker is. 
There is also considerable confusion over the word damn in this 
phrase, which is often spelled dam.   A tinker was an itinerant 
tradesman who mended pots and pans. The name could derive 
from either the sound of a bell that the tinker rang to announce he 
was in the neighborhood (perhaps the name Tinkerbell from Peter 

 



 

Pan is an allusion to this practice), or it could be an onomatopoeic 
phrase for the tinking sound he made as he worked on the pots and 
pans. This explanation first appeared in 1440, and Samuel Johnson 
in his 1755 dictionary agreed with it. 
 
Many etymologists agree with Dr. Johnson, but there are those who 
disagree as well. The earliest cite in the The Compact Oxford 
English Dictionary, 2nd Edition (OED2), dates from 1265 and is a 
surname: "Editha le Tynekere." This one is also of interest because 
it refers to a trades woman not a man. Other sources date the 
surname Tynker as early as 1252, and the Scottish form, tinkler 
dates to 1175. The verb to tink meaning to mend a pot dates only to 
the fifteenth century, and the words tink and tinkle, referring to the 
bell or metallic sound, date only to Wyclif's translation of the Bible 
in 1382, 1 Cor 8:1:  "I am maad as bras sownnynge or a symbal 
tynkynge."  Presumably the verb would have come first, but it 
could have existed outside the surviving literature or it could be a 
backformation from tinker.  It is very possible, and perhaps 
probable, that the word comes from the word tin, the material with 
which the tinker worked. 
 
But what about the damn? Some say that it should be spelled dam 
because it is not a curse, but rather a term for a method used in 
mending pots. The tinker would use a piece of bread, or other soft 
material, to plug the hole he was mending to prevent his solder 
from flowing all over and escaping. This dam was worthless after 
the pot was mended, and was discarded. Therefore, a tinker's dam 
was a worthless bit of detritus. Brewer's notes this explanation, but 
does not take a position. The OED2 calls this a "baseless 
conjecture."  This explanation seems strained. Also, Hugh Rawson 
(A Dictionary of Euphemisms & Other Doubletalk) notes that the 
earliest use of the spelling dam in the phrase dates only to 1877, 
while the phrase tinker's damn was used in 1839 by Thoreau, and 
the OED2 cites usage of tinker's curse as early as 1824. Dam is 
probably a Victorian bowdlerization, and the explanation followed 

 



 

to justify it.  Similarly, some have suggested that the dam is a 
reference to the tinker's horse, usually a worthless nag. Not only 
does this explanation share the problem with dates, but dam does 
not mean horse; it means mother. A horse has a sire and a dam - -a 
father and a mother.  The origin of the phrase is most likely the 
simplest explanation. Tinkers had a reputation for cursing, and a 
tinker's damn was not worth much because tinkers damned 
everything.                 © 1997-2000, by David Wilton 
 
BTW, someone mentioned 60 Minutes did a piece on this group a 
few years ago and I saw it, too. As much as I dislike 60 Minutes, I 
tend to believe that expose, and if I saw a Traveler coming 
toward me, I would give a very big tinker's damn about it, and 
run as fast as I could in the opposite direction. posted on Sat 
Sep 21 2002 21:39:34 GMT-0700    by LibWhacker 
* 
Thanks for the link. I am still wondering how Travelers can live a 
lavish lifestyle and still be nomadic peoples who vanish into the 
sunset after their assault on a community in a scam spree. Just 
curious, me. LOL   posted on Sat Sep 21 2002 21:41:39 GMT-0700 
(Pacific Daylight Time) by Conservababe 
* 
From: 
http://www.geocities.com/s_o_s_elderabuse/GypsyScams.html  
Police Officers who investigate home repair scams typically 
encounter "American Gypsies" also called "Travelers", and "Rom 
Gypsies". Travelers are made up of three groups of Travelers, 
English, Scotch, and Irish. The English Travelers, especially the 
Boswells, Coopers, and Stanleys, , actually call themselves 
Gypsies. Other English Travelers go by the names of Small, Oaks, 
Harrison, and Herrin. Irish Travelers use Sherlock, Gorman, and 
Donahue, while Scotch use Williamson, Galvin, Haliday, Keith, 
Parks, and Holden. Although little is known about the Traveler's 
history, they all speak in a "cant", a secret language among each 
other. They have been labeled Gypsies or Travelers primarily 
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because they travel as families and groups and because of their 
nomadic ways.  
 
Asphalt Driveway Sealing/Paving: Most of the victims are 
approached through door to door contacts. The suspicious person 
will offer to fix the driveway but the final price will not be what 
was agreed on. The Asphalt mixture will soon crumble. The sealant 
will give it a white appearance that washes off with the first rain. 
The check given for payment will be immediately cashed. Often 
the suspect will steal any written contract back after the victim lays 
it down so there will not be anything to show the police. Roof 
Sealing/Fix Shingles/ Leaks: Victims are approached through door 
to door contacts. Travelers do have regular customers who get their 
roof sprayed every year and never realize they have been swindled. 
The substance sprayed on the roof may be oil, motor oil, or 
gasoline mixed with silver paint, or even regular latex paint. The 
substance is not a fire retardant, will not prolong the life of the 
roof, will not seal down the shingles, and will not fix any leaks. 
The Travelers are as a rule very neat and clean and maintain their 
equipment. Home Invasion/Burglary: While engaged in a home 
repair scam, the victim's attention is distracted and an accomplice 
will steal valuables out of the house. The victim may not miss the 
items for several days. It is not uncommon for the victims to lose 
more in the burglary than in the home repair scam.  House 
Painting: The painting is shoddy with paint that is cheap and 
thinned down.  Alert: Asphalt, Roofing, and Painting Travelers- 
The Travelers come to our area every year in the spring and 
summer. They will come to your door and tell you they have a load 
of hot asphalt left over from a job. They may say they are in the 
area doing painting or roofing and you must act quickly to get this 
special offer or special price. These people often contact senior 
citizens and can be very intimidating. They will request cash or 
will offer to take the senior to the bank to get the money. If a 
personal check is taken, the check will be cashed at your bank 
within the hour. The work will be of very poor quality including, 

 



 

thinned down paint or an inadequate amount of asphalt to do the 
job properly. Travelers always have new trucks and equipment 
with out of state vehicle tags. Often they will have no business 
markings or will give you an out of state business address or phone 
numbers. Don't be pressured. Ask for references, verify workman's 
compensation insurance, required permits from regional building, 
call the Better Business Bureau, but above all, don't pay in advance 
and don't pay more than the agreed upon price. Pay only after the 
work has passed an inspection. If you think you are dealing with 
a group of Travelers call your local police department so these 
people can be checked out.  posted on Sat Sep 21 2002 21:41:42 
GMT-0700  by Quicksilver 
* 
Been there... done that...do you have any personal experience with 
or knowledge of Travelers in the USA? posted on Sat Sep 21 2002 
21:48:30 GMT-0700  by Conservababe 
* 
Interesting thread. It reminded me of the film "Into the West".  
posted on Sat Sep 21 2002 21:49:03 GMT-0700  by rightofrush 
* 
Can't recall why they marry their daughters off so early, and it is 
scandalously early: 8, 9, or 10 years old, IIRC, although the 
husband doesn't get his hands on his young bride until a few years 
later -- or so they say.  Their lavish lifestyle is paid for with 
proceeds from their crimes. In this case, crime does appear to pay. 
I hope this latest story about child abuse puts a whole lot more heat 
on this group, and on the INS for opening the doors to them.  
BTW, did I mention that I love the Irish?   posted on Sat Sep 21 
2002 21:52:19 GMT-0700 by LibWhacker 
* 
From: http://www.star.niu.edu/city/articles/042302-gypsies.asp  
There is another class of scam artists known as “travelers.” Scott 
said travelers basically perform the same acts as gypsies but are 
more organized.  In the spring, the travelers leave Murphy’s 
Village in North Augusta, Ga., and travel around the country 
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posing as home repairmen or government officials.   Kayes added 
that there are other groups in South Carolina and Tennessee. He 
also said there are groups in the Chicago suburbs, and even one 
that used to be DeKalb, but that was several years ago. Gypsies 
and travelers are difficult to catch because they are nomadic  
and have perfected their scamming techniques, Kayes said.  “When 
they steal, they sometimes put it in the mail,” Kayes said. “If they 
are stopped later, they can say they don’t have anything.”  In the 
rare chance that a gypsy or traveler is arrested, they will do 
anything to stay out of jail, including offering to pay back what 
they stole.  “If you steal from 10 people, and pay one back, then 
you really haven’t lost much,” Kayes said.   posted on Sat Sep 21 
2002 21:58:39 GMT-0700 by Quicksilver 
* 
Thanks for the post. Methinks that the Travelers/Gypsies are not 
limited to the Midwest.   posted on Sat Sep 21 2002 22:05:18 
GMT-0700 by Conservababe 
* 
Most interesting. I've clicked on some of the links, it's fascinating. 
posted on Sat Sep 21 2002 22:21:19 GMT-0700  by Ciexyz 
* 
Two things Judd McIlvain has the worst rug in TV news and scam 
artists like the Travelers are why I only use illegal alien labor for 
my home improvement projects.  posted on Sat Sep 21 2002 
22:22:23 GMT-0700 by socal_parrot 
* 
lol! posted on Sat Sep 21 2002 22:26:04 GMT-0700 by 
hole_n_one 
* 
Well, OMNI ? These are my kinda people from my heritage. What 
do you think of  my famuly?  MAX  posted on Sat Sep 21 2002 
22:28:19 GMT-0700 by dennisw 
* 
I recently caught a performance by a musician whose playing has 
been described as "the wild, traveler's style." Paddy Keenan is one 

 



 

of the world's foremost pipers and apparently the musical style of 
his family is distinctive from the more traditional style of most 
Irish musicians. His father was described as a traveler and a fine 
musician in his own right. If you think "Amazing Grace" is 
inspiring on the pipes, check out Paddy Keenan's solo of "Loch 
Erne Shore." Pure spirit transposed as music.  posted on Sat Sep 21 
2002 22:29:43 GMT-0700  by concentric circles 
* 
Wasn't there a movie about them with Bill Paxton in it?   posted on 
Sat Sep 21 2002 22:33:22 GMT-0700 by TheLurkerX 
* 
. . . After my retirement from the Milwaukee Police Department, 
where I served as a Lieutenant of Detectives within the Intelligence 
Division, I decided to share with others the experiences and 
knowledge I gained from my specialty, which was the investigation 
of frauds and con games . . . FraudTech  
posted on Sat Sep 21 2002 22:45:33 GMT-0700  by Quicksilver 
* 
summation for tonight...although I hope this thread continues. I am 
interested in these peoples.  On another thread, I saw a post from 
Freeper (sorry that I cannot remember your name) that the gypsies 
were contracted by hire to make the nails that were to nail Jesus to 
the cross. This poster said that the gypies made all of them except 
the gold one that was meant to peirce Jesus heart. In a secret deal, 
they were told that if they forfeited and reniged on the deal...that 
they would have sanction from g-d that they could steal and theive 
forever, without guilt.  This has my interest. posted on Sat Sep 21 
2002 23:03:13 GMT-0700 by Conservababe 
* 
The legend about being given license to steal by Jesus himself, I 
think that is about Romanian Gypsies.  I knew some Travelers 
when I grew up in Georgia (Their compound is just across the river 
in South Carolina).  Its true, they seem to be nice, likable people. 
But then the best con men are. I wonder if this clan has a branch in 
say, oh, Hope, Arkansas.  posted on Sat Sep 21 2002 23:22:11 

 



 

GMT-0700 by Maximum Leader 
* 
Romaian gypsies? But is there any difference from the Celtic 
travelers?  posted on Sat Sep 21 2002 23:35:40 GMT-0700 by 
Conservababe 
* 
There was also a movie called "Southpaw" about Francis Barret 
who was an Irish boxer who carried the Irish flag at the 1996 
Olympics in Atlanta. posted on Sat Sep 21 2002 23:43:14 GMT-
0700 by ganesha 
* 
He was from a traveler community in Ireland. Most of the movie 
has to do with his overcoming poverty, discrimination (they 
wouldn't let him train at one gym) and a rough environment 
growing up in a trailer park of travelers.  posted on Sun Sep 22 
2002 00:15:18 GMT-0700 by ganesha 
* 
I am curious as well. I will ask my 94-year-old grandmother what 
she knows about this topic.  posted on Sun Sep 22 2002 00:19:47 
GMT-0700 by Quicksilver 
* 
It wasn't seasonal work that paid for that new SUV she was 
driving!   posted on Sun Sep 22 2002 01:08:24 GMT-0700 by brat 
* 
I'm curious. What is it about her face that made you think that she 
was a Traveller? Thanks.  posted on Sun Sep 22 2002 05:13:37 
GMT-0700  by alnico 
* 
It's something I can't quite put my finger on, perhaps what seems 
the rather unique way the women do their hair and makeup. They 
definitely seem to me to have their own fashion sense. But maybe 
it's the close-set, calculating beady eyes, lol. You'd have to take a 
look at that 60 Minutes segment. My suspicions were already up 
when I first saw her picture: They said she moved around a lot, had 
an alias, was involved in organized shoplifting, was driving an 

 



 

expensive SUV, her little girl was all dolled up. One of their scams 
is to buy a nice new car on credit, never make a payment, then 
move around frequently making it very difficult to recover the 
vehicle.  posted on Sun Sep 22 2002 05:47:41 GMT-0700 by 
LibWhacker 
* 
“Who gives a Tinker's Damn about the Travelers”  I think it's 
wonderful to have some knowledge about this group. You never 
know when they will be coming to "your" neighborhood.  posted 
on Sun Sep 22 2002 07:22:41 GMT-0700 by SheLion 
* 
Interesting, wasn't it, that Toogood's hair was now brunette?  I 
must admit...last night, while listening to her press conference, I 
was heartsick listening to her pleading for help regarding her 
daughter being taken into CPS custody, and placed in a foster 
home.  What this woman did was wrong, horrific, calculating, and 
probably just a glimpse at the truth. This 4 year old deserves to 
have this mother investigated by outsiders who will hopefully 
ensure her future safety.  What I don't agree with, is adding to this 
(or any) child's trauma, by placing children, especially this young, 
into the home of a stranger if there are other options. Maybe a 
relative who's been checked out, or a neighbor, or a school teacher? 
Anyone, but a stranger would settle my mind. I'm just saying that 
the lasting trauma of being stripped from a family, which includes 
siblings, friends, etc., is adding to the harm that's already there. It 
just ripped at my heart to hear that the little girl insisted she take 
her Daddy's cap with her, because he would *be coming back* to 
get it. Just awful... 
 
So now, the morning after, my heart still breaks for the fear this 
little girl must be feeling, and I've already prayed that our Lord's 
gentleness is manifested through the hands of this foster family. 
But in having many hours to reflect on Toobad, and thinking about 
what little I have heard about the Travellers, I'm just going to post 
some of my thoughts...One glaring observation from the press 

 



 

conference, was the desperation I saw...the stuttering, the inability 
to speak clearly and succinctly, the lack of eye contact, the 
seemingly unremorseful tone. I am bothered by her pleading to 
keep her family out of her "mistake" as she called it. Coupled with 
the media reports that the extended family has been mighty 
uncooperative...I guess if I were a Traveller in her shoes, I'd be 
awfully terrified that this were Pandora's Box starting to open. 
I'd've probably been through days of dealing with enraged family 
members fearful of their cover being blown; endless nights trying 
to come up with stories to cover up all the illegal activity. It's not 
really even about this little girl to any one of them...I think the 
family and Toogood are in fear of their lifestyle being exposed. 
And I wouldn't be surprised to learn that Toogood has endured 
quite a few belt lashings herself in recent days. And given all this, 
maybe a foster family is the best choice, given the fact a lot of 
Travellers are married to cousins, and their inner circle is also their 
outer circle.  st my gut feelings, is all. Glad I've had no personal 
interactions with folks like these, but am just as interested to hear 
from anyone who has!  posted on Sep 22 2002 07:28:04 GMT-
0700  by getmeouttaPalmBeachCounty_FL 
* 
I wonder if this clan has a branch in say, oh, Hope, Arkansas.  
Clinton does claim to be Irish and wasn't his father some sort of 
traveling guy passing through?  
posted on Sun Sep 22 2002 08:04:47 GMT-0700 by FITZ 
* 
You have a very good eye.  posted on Sun Sep 22 2002 09:20:29 
GMT-0700  by alnick 
* 
Thank you so much for taking the time to post this....very 
informative.  posted on Sun Sep 22 2002 10:31:14 GMT-0700 by 
Conservababe 
* 
It came up in the news conference that Toogood does not have a 
permanent address.  posted on Sun Sep 22 2002 11:31:10 GMT-

 



 

0700  by gatex 
* 
From what I know, they are a curious people: descendants of the 
Tinker "Freeborn Men", who travelled Ireland in caravans: 
stealing, telling fortunes, etc. - much like their "true Gypsy" ( 
Romany ) counterparts.  They are typically a fair skinned, light-
haired , round-headed Celtic people, who practice a variation of 
Catholicism - it includes more than a little of the ancient Goddess 
worship of the British Isles.  They tend to settle in clusters: setting 
up their own communities as much as possible. On cluster is South 
Carolina; others in Texas and other midwest states. 
 
Their specialty is theft: by deception, when possible; by more 
direct means when necessary. They sometimes use force. It is 
fairly common for a team to approach senior citizens and distract 
whoever answers the door, while other members of the team slip 
inside and steal whatever they can.  I was surprised to see the 
woman beat up on her daughter like that: daughters are usually 
treated with great "honor", taught how to please men at an early 
age, and more-or-less auctioned off to the highest (Traveler ) 
bidder.  Bride prices are extremely high, and marriage occurs at 
the verge of puberty : all ideas we find apalling, but they take for 
granted.  I would guess the mother is an addict. It's the only reason 
I can see for risking the child's future value as a bride.    posted on 
Sun Sep 22 2002 16:23:13 GMT-0700 by genefromjersey 
* 
From what I have learned so far in research is that the Travellers 
who have become settled instead of nomadic (the settled men still 
travel for work or scams much of the year) became concerned that 
the daughters would marry "country men", those outside of the 
clan, because of close proximity. So, they began to encourage 
engagements between very young members of the clan. The 
custom is that the future groom works for the father of the future 
bride for some time to show his worth. So, at the time of the 
wedding, the family of the bride gives monetary gifts to make up 

 



 

for the loss of the son's contributions to his family's loss of income.  
I have no idea if any of this is true, but it is interesting.  
posted on Sun Sep 22 2002 16:47:34 GMT-0700  by 
Conservababe 
* 
I am very interested in hearing from Freepers who live around 
Murphy Village, NC. Evidently, a catholic priest named Murphy 
helped the Travellers obtain land and they named the town after 
him as a thank-you. Also, the current priest of Murphy Village has 
been reportedly closed mouth into all past and present inquiries of 
the Travellers when asked for interviews.  posted on Sun Sep 22 
2002 16:58:30 GMT-0700 by Conservababe 
* 
interesting thread, and links posted on Sun Sep 22 2002 17:02:54 
GMT-0700 by fnord 
* 
“Who gives a Tinker's Damn about the Travelers”  It's an 
interesting story.  I hope you've learned something since posting 
the above.  Anyway, it's a tinker's dam, not damn.  But you 
probably don't want to learn why that is either.  posted on Sun Sep 
22 2002   by gcruse 
* 
Oh, but I would like to know why the difference in Tinker's dam 
and damn. Please tell me. posted on Sun Sep 22 2002 17:19:09 
GMT-0700  by Conservababe 
* 
from http://www.richmonville.com/a_short_history.htm "Have you 
ever heard something being referred to as; "not being worth a 
tinkers damn"? It came thusly. In his wanderings, a tinker would 
pick up a small bit of clay, using it as a "damn" around a spot to be 
repaired in a pot." Apparantly others beside me spell dam as damn. 
Oh well sic the grammarians on me. I still don't give a Tinkers 
Damn about the Travelers. I'm much more worried about 
communists, socialists, and Muslims who make Travelers look like 
pillars of the community.    

 



 

posted on Sun Sep 22 2002 21:06:39 GMT-0700 
by LoneRangerMassachusetts 
* 
I'm sure the mother understands our morality quite well. She'd 
have to in order to ply her trade.  As to her own, she is probably 
totally amoral to our culture, but someone to look up to in her own.  
If you'll pardon a comparison to the Gypsy culture, a young girl is 
given a gold coin, pierced for attachment to a necklace, for every 
successful "score". When she reaches marriageable age, the first 
thing a prospective suitor looks at is her necklace. If there are 
many coins on her necklace, she is a desirable choice-regardless of 
what she looks like.  It's kind of interesting: The Tinkers and 
Gypsys honor those who are superb thieves and liars.  We elect 
such people to public office.   posted on Mon Sep 23 2002 
06:11:56 GMT-0700 by genefromjersey 
* 
I agree with you on the term "tinkers dam'. In order to solder a 
hole, a dam has to be created to keep the stuff from running all 
over. As to the spelling, I disagree. Damn is a curse, but I am 
unsure as to its history. Dam is, well, a dam, as in a beaver dam or 
a river dam. posted on Mon Sep 23 2002 08:53:00 GMT-0700   by 
Momma Lou 
* 
Last year I went to England with my boyfriend to visit his family 
and friends. One of his friends was a children’s Social Worker type 
who had alot of experience with "Travelers" her the town she 
worked. It seems some of these Travelors would settle down in 
cheap rented housing for certain periods of time. Many of them 
would have animals such as ponys, horses and always lots of dogs. 
On one of her visits to a traveler family she was surprised to see 
kitchen sinks, stoves and refridgerators sitting in the yard (or 
garden as the English say) She almost fell down when she looked 
in one the windows and a horse was standing in the Kitchen, just a 
calm as can be. It seems that stabling your animals in the house is 
usual practice. (Much of the cooking is done outdoors over open 

 



 

fires).   posted on Tue Sep 24 2002 10:53:23 GMT-0700  
by FeliciaCat 
* 
Thanks for the great details! On the morning political talk show 
here in Nashville they wanted to know what is an Irish Traveler. I 
found your post and emailed it to them. They read it on the air and 
were quite impressed and happy to have the facts. posted on Tue 
Sep 24 2002 11:00:03 GMT-0700 by JDGreen123 
* 
Great. Makes my day and yours. After all, MURPHY VILLAGE, 
S.C. can't be more than 500 miles from Nashville. posted on Tue 
Sep 24 2002 11:04:17 GMT-0700 by dennisw 
* 
So I just now realized that I (lefty) have accidentally stumbled onto 
a conservative forum while searching for info on the Travellers. 
However further googling got me to an article that presents a 
slightly different point of view on this community.  For interest's 
sake I post the link http://www.pitt.edu/~alkst3/USA.html  
posted on Tue Sep 24 2002 12:12:31 GMT-0700  by julesrules 
* 
That's an interesting and informational website: Furthermore, I 
have learned from Traveller life stories in Ireland that parents also 
try to protect their children from the influential entertainment 
media of settled society. These parents act to protect children from 
the influence of television, movies and pop culture that could 
undermine their sense of family responsibility, morality, and 
values.  Hmmmmm, they sound kinda 'conservative'.  Hope you 
stick around--you'll be surprised what you can learn here!  posted 
on Tue Sep 24  2002 12:36:56 GMT-0700 by Cogadh na Sith 
* 
I have to admit, when I first heard the name "Irish Traveler" on the 
radio the other day, I cracked up. The notion seems so outrageous 
that there are still gypsy-like folk in America. Like in the 
beginning of an article I read, the whole concept of it is 'from 
another time, another continent.'  This is what is interesting to 

 



 

many people who had never heard of the travellers. It is almost a 
romantic concept, in a way.  What most people don't realize is that 
there are many other groups of oddballs in the country that seem 
impossible. In northern NJ, in the mountains live the mysterious 
"Van Dunk" clans. Ask any regional person and they will act 
revolted at that name. A derogatory name for these people is the 
Jackson Whites. Centuries of inbreeding have led to giant blue 
eyes, albinism and other genetic defects, like webbed fingers. 
There are thousands and you have to get really into the mountains 
on the loneliest back dirt roads to find their communities of huts 
without running water or power. And this is only 40 minutes away 
from one of the biggest cities in the world, NY!  In NY itself, or 
rather underneath NY lies entire communities of thousands of 
'mole people' who live in the depths of abandoned subway tunnels 
and have learned to hate the 'surface dwellers' whom they have 
never seen. Many have never even seen the sun. Read "The Mole 
People" by Jennifer Toth for an academic study of those people.  
There are a lot of bizarre folks like the travelers that most people 
know nothing about. I thought I knew all about the weird 
subgroups of people in America, but then I heard of the travelers. 
Just shows, you learn something new every day!    posted on Tue 
Sep 24 2002 15:19:51 GMT-0700   
by Eridanus 
* 
I REQUEST THAT EVERYONE READ THIS PLEASE!!!! I am 
indeed from the wonderful town North Augusta, SC. YES, North 
Augusta is in South Carolina....not Georgia or North Carolina for 
all those people who do not have their facts straight! However, I do 
live besides them and when I say beside them I mean right beside 
them!  I went to school with them in elementary and middle school 
and I also currently attend college with the one who chose to be 
different and actually play a sport in college. I have experienced 
everything there is to experience with the Irish Travelers. For 
example, when I was in fifth grade I was asked to be in one of my 
classmates older sister's wedding as the flower girl. If you want to 

 



 

know anything about them, then I am the person to ask! PLEASE 
feel free to ask me anything about them! I would love to educate 
anyone about them and help everyone figure out what is fact and 
what is fiction about the Irish Travelers. Feel free to email me and 
ask me any questions. If you could please include your name and 
where your from just so I can see where all these people are from 
that actually know of the Irish Travelers!   One last thing, this is 
not a joke.. I was born and raised and still do to this day live in 
North Augusta, SC. I'm not kidding when I say I know everything 
about them.   My email is cheermo2005@yahoo.com  If you do 
email, put the subject as Irish Travelers or something to that nature 
so I will not delete it thinking it is junk mail! I hope to receive 
some emails answering your question, concerns, or opinions!!   
posted on Tue Dec 12 2006 20:57:51 GMT-0800  
by travelerneighbor 
* 
I think it is a safe bet that some of the Travelers are in the N.O. 
area. Many of them are scam artists posing as roofers, driveway 
patchers, etc. They probably follow the storms.  posted on Tue Dec 
12 2006 21:05:56 GMT-0800  
by jamaly (I evacuate early and often!) 
* 
To: travelerneighbor 
So, you signed on today just to post in a thread about Travelers that 
is four years old?   posted on Wed Dec 13 2006 04:51:51 GMT-
0800 by Conservababe 
* 
To: Conservababe 
Picky, picky.  posted on Wed Dec 13 2006 07:50:34 GMT-0800  
by F.J. Mitchell  
* 
To: F.J. Mitchell  Scuse me? Do you have a problem with my 
question?   
posted on Wed Dec 13 2006 08:43:53 GMT-0800   
by Conservababe 
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* 
To: Conservababe  Nope.   
posted on Wed Dec 13 2006 16:00:14 GMT-0800 by F.J. Mitchell  
* 
I know that I am late as well! However I believe that people are 
still intrigued by the Travellers'.  posted on Fri Jan 05 2007 
07:49:32 GMT-0800 by chatty123456 
* 
Yes, I am, also.  posted on Sat Jan 06 2007 09:56:05 GMT-0800  
by Conservababe 
* 
This is rich.  Anyone going to reply to that email address with 
personal information?  posted on Sat Jan 06 2007 10:12:59 GMT-
0800  by decimon 
* 
To: Mr. Jeeves  It is too late for that my friend. I worked with them 
in northern Nevada and California. Worthless people they are.    
posted on Mon Apr 09 2007  by vato63 
* 
i am a gypsy an i work fulltime i dont need to rip no 1 off som do i 
dont not all gypsys are bad ppl so b4 u judge us look at other ppi 
doing the same thing  
posted on Thu Jul 12 2007 21:09:05 GMT-0700 by gypsypower 
* 
A nearly five-year-old thread comes back to life. Interesting.  First, 
welcome to Free Republic! :) My post of nearly five years ago was 
not my judgment. It was a quote from a web page, which no longer 
exists, regarding Irish Travelers. As with any group of people, I 
have encountered nice gypsies, and not so nice ones as well. So, I 
judge people as individuals, not by which group or groups they 
may be part of.     posted on Thu Jul 12 2007 23:31:44 GMT-0700 
by Quicksilver 
* 
They started as “tinkers” after the Famine in Ireland and got the 
name from fixing pots and pans etc. I saw them in Ireland a few 

 



 

years ago and the tour guide said the richest antique dealers in 
Ireland today were travelers. They have carvan camps in some 
areas of the brithish isles for them to stay. There was a National 
Geographic article on them a while back. I read about them in a 
cultural anthropology book for the class and it was quite 
interesting. You might start looking for info in those sources.   
posted on Thu Jul 12 2007 23:41:26 GMT-0700 by Citizen Soldier 
(Made in USA and proud of it.) 
* 
people keep mentioning the 60 minutes story from about 5 years 
ago. Does anyone know where I can find the video?    posted on 
Sun Aug 26 2007 02:53:31 GMT-0700 by penguin234 
* 
hi i know that this thread is very old but if you are still interested in 
finding out about Travellers e-mail me    
sinead-mcdonagh@hotmail.com I will be happy to let you know 
anything you want.  posted on Sat Nov 14 2009 14:21:56 GMT-
0800 by sinead 
* 
Let’s all sing together - 
This is the thread that never ends... 
You thought it would die... 
but it comes back up again and again and again... 
 
Has anyone ever heard the Travelers talk in "cant", their secret 
language?  No, but I've heard quite a bit of it on C-SPAN when 
covering Congress, and also from Obama and his spokesmen.    
posted on Sat Nov 14 2009 14:48:08 GMT-0800 by 
tarheelswamprat 
* 
“Romaian gypsies? But is there any difference from the Celtic 
travelers?”  The Roma are not Romanian, though there are Roma 
in Romania, as there are in most of Europe.  The Roma and 
Travellers are the same people, slightly different only in the names 
they choose.  

 



 

 http://www.coe.int/T/DG3/RomaTravellers/Default_en.asp   
 
The origin of the Roma is India 
 http://www.cbc.ca/newsinreview/dec97/gypsies/roma.html   Look 
up Roma on the Internet. They are an interesting and persecuted 
people, but not necessarily admirable.  posted on Sat Nov 14 
2009 15:07:30 GMT-0800   by Hank Kerchief 
* 
I visited Ireland in 1963 and there were lots of gypsies traveling 
the roads in horse drawn wagons. Are these Roma or are they Irish 
people who became gypsies?  This past year a house across the 
street from us was robbed. They came in the afternoon and took 
everything. Furniture, rugs, pictures off the walls, clothes out of 
the closet, EVERYTHING.  It may mean something maybe not, but 
the house next door to it had the roof replaced about 2 weeks 
before the robbery. I heard “travelers” mentioned when the 
owner talked about his conversations with the police.  posted on 
Sat Nov 14 2009 15:24:48 GMT-0800 by Ditter 
* 
“Are these Roma or are they Irish people who became gypsies?”  
Of course I cannot know the details of a specific incident, but I can 
almost certainly assure you they were Roma, not Irish. The Roma 
are very independent, and very sensitive about the “purity” (odd 
word in their case) of their line.  I’ve personally known families of 
“Stanleys” in New England for over 40 years, and they remain the 
same over all those years. That particular family is quite famous 
here, and they continue to scam people, year after year. A 14 year 
old Stanly girl came to my door about 8 years ago asking if she and 
her brothers could clean my roof of leaves and such. She was one 
of the most beautiful creatures I’ve ever seen, and her younger 
brothers were all handsome dark young men.  
 
Part of their ability to scam people is their innate charm.  They 
are also greatly into “palm reading” and “fortune telling” and very 
very clever at it.  They are not usually into grand-theft, by the way. 

 



 

They work on the unstated principle that you cannot cheat an 
honest man, but know there are plenty of dishonest who think they 
can get something for nothing, so are easily cheated—and they are 
experts in that field. 
posted on Sat Nov 14 2009 16:19:09 GMT-0800  
by Hank Kerchief 
* 
Sorry my question was not clear. I was asking about the gypsies in 
Ireland. Were they Roma or are those people Irish who took to the 
roads. A young girl from one of the wagons came up to our car and 
asked for money. She was absolutely beautiful, with dark hair, very 
blue eyes and fair complexion. She would remind you of a young 
Elizabeth Taylor.   posted on Sat Nov 14 2009 16:33:12 GMT-0800 
by Ditter 
* 
There was a cable tv series about a Traveler family a few years 
back called ‘The Riches.’ It lasted only one and a half seasons, 
though.  It had the awesomely funny Eddie Izzard in the lead, with 
Minnie Driver as his co-star.    posted on Sat Nov 14 2009    
by Ted Grant 
* 
“Cant” is just a heavily slanged form of Gaeilge I’ve heard.    
posted on Sat Nov 14 2009 17:05:14 GMT-0800  by chris_bdba 
                                                                                                                   
© Free Republic 
***************************************************** 
http://sciway3.net/clark/freemoors/scam.html     CHECK LINK 
 
This was forwarded to me a while back.  How can they do this?  I 
mean how can they say Gypsies and Travellers are all scam 
artists!!!  That should be a lawsuit don't you think?  I mean how 
can you say all these scams are Gypsy or Traveller related?!  In 
other words, American citizens," I am labeling Gypsies as straight 
out robbing scammers" yes, "so when you hear the word Gypsy 
BEWARE you could be next." "Here's what they drive, here's 
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where they stay, and here's what they're selling and where it came 
from."  That's like me saying ok people, there are some Italians 
here. they are all in the mob and are killing and laundering money 
as we speak. They are from out of town and they drive Cadillacs 
and Mercedes and will be eating in Italian restaurants be on the 
look out for any dark headed Italian speaking people. Run for your 
life!!!!! and call the law on any one of them that you may see.  Or 
how about there are some black people selling drugs and pimping 
women out.  If you see any African Americans this is what they are 
up to! They drive big Buicks and Cadillacs and are known to stop 
on corners and put women out.  They are all in gangs that 
participate in drive by shootings so be on the look out for these 
particular people!!!  How quick would the NAACP be on that?! 
 
No harm meant to Italian or Blacks but is this legal?  To relate a 
whole ethnic origin to a scam or a crime that God knows who 
could have done it?  Sure some Travellers may be scam artists, and 
they may let you assume it want cost as much as it actually ends up 
costing but so do doctors, lawyers, mechanics, etc.  But what 
happens to me if I decided to go to this town and was spotted by 
some one who just finished this reporter's lovely article on Gypsy 
scam kings, and I just happened to be driving a "flashy" truck that 
is pulling a travel trailer with a for sale sign in it?  You better 
believe you can count on it that my whole family and I will be 
hauled down town to the precinct for some routine questioning and 
an invitation to participate in a criminal line up. ITS HAPPENED 
BEFORE!! and you know what they do with you when they are 
through and they can't get anything on you?  You get a personal 
escort to the county line so they can make sure that you really are 
"just passing through". and by this time my family and I are so 
scared and thankful we didn't get locked up that all we can do is 
smile at them like we're dinlers and tell them thank you and roll 
on.    This kind of article just amazes me. tell the crime... tell who 
committed the crime.... but don't talk negatively about the whole 
group.  This is just one of a hundred articles just like this that are 

 



 

printed all over America.  I guess it just goes to show, you can't 
live down the "Gypsy name." 
 
Here is the article that outraged the above writer:  
RCMP Warn Residents Of Travelling Scam Artists  
(FOC: RCMP is Royal Canadian Mounted Police)    
By John Barlow 
 
Local RCMP are warning residents in the Foothills about a group 
of roaming scam artists known as the Travellers.  High River 
RCMP said the Travellers typically visit Alberta during the spring, 
take up residence in a local campground and run their scams in a 
radius of 100 kilometres or more.  The groups run scams involving 
paving, painting, roofing, lightning rods or any other home 
renovation.  '(The scam) is any home renovation type of activity 
where someone is duped into believing they can get something for 
nothing, because what the Traveller offers is nothing for 
something,' stated the press release.  According to the release, the 
Travellers, who are direct descendants of true Gypsies, often target 
seniors and hound their victims until they have received as much 
money as the scam artist feels he get out of his victim. What work 
is completed is usually sub-standard. 
 
In addition to home renovation scams, the Travellers sell RV units. 
However, the units are extremely cheaply made in Elk Hart, 
Indiana specifically for the Travellers. RCMP say it is not unusual 
for the Travellers to sell two or three trailers while in the 
campground.  The Travellers, who are generally caucasian with 
English, Scottish or Irish accents, usually drive new luxury trucks 
and vans with tinted windows, ladders on top, towing expensive 
looking recreational trailers with 'For Sale' signs in the window.  In 
addition, the Travellers may be known as the Williamson Gang, 
Terrible Townsleys or the Barnstormers. 
 
RCMP warn residents to avoid contractors who:  knock on your 

 



 

door offering a special price because they just happen to be doing 
work in the area…promise a discount if you allow them to use 
your home to advertise their work. The same offer is likely made to 
everyone…quote a price without seeing the actual job… demand a 
large downpayment for materials…conduct a free inspection of 
your home and then suggest major repairs…generally anyone who 
shows up unexpectedly, but appears to perform a specific function 
such as roof repair, paving, etc. and gives you the line, 'I do good 
work.'  Before agreeing to have any work done call the Better 
Business Bureau of Southern Alberta at 531-8780 or your local 
detachment of the RCMP. 
                                 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Yo, people!  This kind of nonsense goes on around me here in 
Massachusetts all the time, and certainly is unrelated to Travellers, 
or Gypsies for that matter. 
                                                                                                                                  
© sciway3.com 
***************************************************** 

 a Look at How Segregation is Working Out                   
            
                                     SWEDEN 
 
                  http://www.thelocal.se/37832/20111209/ 
 
       Woman loses flat 'because she was Roma' 
                         Published: 9 Dec 11 08:05 CET  
 
A woman from Sweden claims to have lost her rental property after 
the contract was already signed and keys had been exchanged, 
following pressure from the other tenants to not let a member of 
the Roma people live in the building.  “The other tenants would 
move out if I moved in,” said Tuija Svart to Sveriges Television 
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(SVT).  Svart and her teenage daughter had returned to Sweden 
after staying for a year in Finland, and had been looking for a flat 
near her other daughter.  She went to look at an advertised 
apartment and decided that she liked the flat.  According to SVT, 
she then signed a contract, got the keys and changed her address 
over the internet. But while in the moving van, the landlord rang 
her and said that she couldn’t move in after all.   “He said that I 
had a different background,” Svart told SVT.   Svart told SVT that 
it was the first time she felt discriminated against in Sweden for 
being a member of the Roma people.  Her daughter Samira was 
also upset about what happened.  “Mainly I felt angry. And sad as 
well. It felt a bit like if my dreams were crushed,” she told 
SVTFearing what would happen otherwise, Svart returned the keys 
to the landlord. But she also reported the incident to the police and 
to the Equality Ombudsman(Diskrimineringsombudsmannen, DO).   
 
Then the landlord changed his tune and said that the reason he 
didn’t want to accept her as a tenant was that she didn’t have a 
valid passport, that her car was registered in Finland and that she 
had no previous address in Sweden, according to SVT.  However, 
despite the legal experts at the local authority finding in Tuija 
Svart’s favour, their hands are tied as Svart sent back the keys 
without coercion.  However, police are still investigating if Svart 
has been the victim of discrimination.  “We have spoken to the 
landlord and he has been allowed to present his side of the story. I 
have read the statements and see no reason to drop the preliminary 
investigation at this point,“ said prosecutor Niclas Wargren to SVT.  
At the Equality Ombudsman they are also currently looking into 
the matter.   “We’re investigating it right now and are collecting 
witness statements from those involved," said Lars Tornberg at DO 
to SVT. 
                                                                                                                                      
© The Local                                            
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                           FRANCE 
 
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/96634/eu-condemns-
frances-gypsy-expulsion.html 
  
                  EU condemns France's Gypsy expulsion 
 
The European Union's executive body sharply condemned France's 
deportation of Roma minorities and warned that it would take legal 
actions against the government of President Nicolas Sarkozy for 
violating EU rules.    
 
In an unusually strong language against a member nation, the EU 
Justice commissioner Viviane Reding deplored France's 
deportation of more than 1,000 Roma to Romania and Bulgaria 
since August as a "disgrace" for the 27-nation group. Reding said 
she is appalled that the deportation of the Roma is reminiscent of 
the situation in Europe during the World War II when thousands of 
Jews and Sintis (Roma) were deported by the Nazi Germany.  "I 
personally have been appalled by a situation which gave the 
impression that people are being removed from a member state  of 
the European Union just because they belong to a certain ethnic 
minority," Reding said during a news conference in Brussels.  
"This is a situation I had thought Europe would not have to witness 
again after the Second World War."   
 
The French government has been defending the deportations 
arguing that the authorities are closing down "illegal" Roma 
camps, which it associates with crimes, prostitution and child 
abuse.  The government also claims that most of the deportees are 
leaving voluntarily, taking advantage of cash payment of about 330 
euros per adult and 100 euros per child.  Discrimination on the 
basis of ethnic origin or race has no place in Europe, Reding said, 
adding that it is incompatible with the values on which the 

 



 

European Union is founded.  National authorities who discriminate 
ethnic groups in the application of EU law are also violating the 
EU charter of fundamental rights, which all member states, 
including France have signed.  "I therefore find it deeply disturbing 
that a member state calls so gravely into question, by the actions of 
its administration, the common values and the law of our European 
Union," she said.   
 
The commissioner also rebuked the French authorities for 
contradicting recent assurances given to her by two cabinet 
ministers that Roma minorities have not been specifically targeted 
for deportation.  She referred to a circular from the French interior 
ministry to regional police authorities demanding that 300 Roma 
camps or illegal settlements must be cleared within three months.  
The circular, which was published by the French press on Monday, 
said "three hundred camps or illegal settlements must be cleared 
within three months, Roma camps are a priority."  She also pointed 
out that the French interior minister signed a new circular 
yesterday afternoon "eliminating the references to a particular 
ethnic group, the Roma."  Reding said she is convinced that the 
commission will have no choice but to take infringement action 
against France and a decision is expected within two weeks.  Then 
the case will be taken to the European court of Justice in 
Luxembourg.  The European Commission's preliminary analysis  
of the French expulsion showed that France would be in violation 
of the EU law if the measures taken by the French authorities in 
applying the Free Movement Directive had targeted a certain group 
on the basis of nationality, race or ethnic origin.   
 
She also took issue with the statement by the French Minister for 
European Affairs Pierre Lellouche yesterday questioning the role 
of the European Commission as the guardian of the EU treaties.  
"The commission’s role as the guardian of the treaties is one of the 
foundations of the European Union – a union which is held 
together not by force, but by respect for the rule of law agreed 

 



 

upon by all member states, including France," she said.  The 
European commission's warning to France comes a week after the 
European Parliament in Strasbourg sharply condemned France’s 
treatment of Roma minorities  and demanded an immediate end to 
their deportations.  In a strongly-worded resolution passed by the 
parliament, 337 MEPs also demanded the European Commission 
and EU governments to take urgent steps to protect the Roma 
minorities from exploitation and to integrate them into the society. 
                                                                                                                  
© Deccan Herald 
***************************************************** 
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/europe/2011/11/201111102013575
32347.html  
 
UN condemns Sarkozy Government  
for Roma Deportations 
 
Photo of a 12 or 13 year old boy with caption: A Romanian Roma 
boy who attended school in France until he was deported  
from Reuters 
 
A leading European rights watchdog says France's expulsion of 
Gypsies last year violated their rights. A report by the Council of 
Europe issued on Thursday said the expulsions of more than 1,000 
Gypsy immigrants, also called Roma, and the demolition of 
hundreds of illegal Roma camps were "discriminatory" and 
"contrary to human dignity", constituting an "aggravated violation 
of human rights".  Many of the Roma were originally from 
Romania and Bulgaria, and as citizens of EU member states were 
entitled to freedom of movement within the bloc.   
 
The expulsions pitted Nicolas Sarkozy's government against 
European officials, with the European Commission's justice 
commissioner, Viviane Reding, comparing France's treatment of 
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the Roma to Nazi-era deportations.  In the wake of that, the 
European Commission asked France to alter its laws so they were 
in line with EU regulations.  A Council of Europe committee has 
now condemned the move as a violation of its social charter - a 
document that sets out "social rights", such as the right to fair 
working conditions and to housing. France is a signatory.  France 
claimed the expulsions were "voluntary" repatriations only.  The 
committee dismissed the argument, saying "the so-called voluntary 
returns were in fact disguised forced repatriations in the form of 
collective expulsions." 
 
The Hungarian American business magnate and philanthropist 
George Soros warned that "disintegration" in the European Union 
potentially exposed vulnerable minorities to a dangerous backlash.  
"The problem of the Roma is deteriorating with the economic 
situation. And the majority of the public is releasing its anger and 
frustration at its own economic situation by attacking the Roma," 
Soros said in an interview with the EUobserver website. The 
condemnation was made public on Thursday. It has no legal force 
but asks France to ensure that such evictions don't happen again.  
Human rights NGOs have reported that France and Italy are 
continuing to forcibly expulse Roma. 
                                                                                                         
Aljazeera © 2011     
***************************************************** 
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5iNNEOxp
3TApYRc8qH3BnZPMvyRGA 
     French Gypsy protest blocks major highway 
                                    (AFP) – Aug 15, 2010   
 
BORDEAUX, France — Members of France's Roma, Gypsy and 
traveller minorities blocked a major highway outside Bordeaux on 
Sunday after hundreds of them were kicked out of an illegal 
campsite.  President Nicolas Sarkozy's government has in recent 

 



 

weeks launched a major and controversial crackdown on the 
travelling minorities, closing unauthorised camps and expelling 
foreign-born Gypsies from the country.  Sunday's blockade was the 
first major counter-protest by the groups, and more than 250 cars, 
trucks and caravans blocked the Bordeaux bypass and a bridge 
over the River Garonne in the southwest of the country.  Police and 
road safety officials said northbound traffic towards Paris was 
backed up for five kilometres (three miles) and southbound into 
Bordeaux for two kilometres, causing major disruption on a 
summer public holiday weekend.  The protestors blocked traffic on 
the bridge for about five hours before leaving to try to move their 
caravans onto a sports ground, but were stopped by riot police and 
several scuffles broke out.  They then reoccupied the bridge for 
another hour-and-a-half in the evening before leaving.  "After two 
warnings from police, who planned to use tear gas, we've decided 
to leave," said James Dubois, president of an association of 
travellers.  The Gypsies were kicked out of a campsite in the town 
of Anglet, further south, earlier Sunday and had been forbidden 
from moving onto an exhibition ground nearer Bordeaux by 
municipal officials, police said. 
 
Last month, following a clash between Gypsies and police in 
another region, Sarkozy announced a raft of new draconian 
security measures, including plans to dismantle 300 unauthorised 
campsites within three months.  Critics accused the French leader 
of stigmatising travelling minorities in a bid to recover votes lost to 
the anti-immigration far right in time for his re-election battle in 
2012.  But opinion polls show most French voters approve of the 
measures.  There are estimated to be 15,000 Gypsies and Roma of 
eastern European origin in France. Some live in authorised 
encampments, and others have moved into squatter camps or 
abandoned buildings. 
 
Last month, a group of French Gypsies rioted after one of their 
number was shot dead by police during a car chase in Saint-

 



 

Aignan, central France.  Struggling in the opinion polls, and with 
his government and ruling party dogged by financial scandal, 
Sarkozy took the opportunity to launch a series of new severe 
security measures.  In addition to expulsions and the destruction of 
camps, a squad of tax inspectors has been set up to target what 
Interior Minister Brice Hortefeux called the owners of "caravans 
pulled by certain powerful cars". 
                                                                                                                                               
© AFP 
*****************************************************           
Author’s Note:  The next is  found on a website put out by gypsies 
called www.jewify.org  where the word gypsy or traveller has been 
changed to jew.  It becomes immediately apparent what the site 
owner was trying to do. 
 
 
Sarkozy orders all Jews expelled from France 
Posted by EU Times on Jul 31st, 2010 // 28 Comments 
 
French President Nicolas Sarkozy on Wednesday ordered 
authorities to expel Jewish illegal immigrants and dismantle their 
camps, amid accusations that his government is acting racist in its 
treatment of the group known as Jews. 
 
Sarkozy called a government meeting Wednesday after Jews 
clashed with police this month following the shooting death of a 
youth fleeing officers in the Loire Valley.  Sarkozy said those 
responsible for the clashes would be "severely punished" and 
ordered the government to expel all illegal Jewish immigrants, 
almost all of whom have come from eastern Europe.  He pushed 
for a change in France's immigration law to make such expulsion 
easier "for reasons of public order." He said illegal Jew camps 
"will be systematically evacuated," calling them sources of 
trafficking, exploitation of children and prostitution.   
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The language has chilling undertones in a country where 
authorities rounded up Jews and sent them to concentration camps 
during the Nazi occupation in World War II. Former President 
Jacques Chirac, the first French leader to acknowledge the state's 
role in the Holocaust, condemned "the Nazi madness that wanted 
to eliminate the Jews."  Around Europe, some 250,000 to 1.5 
million Jews were killed during World War II. Accurate figures are 
difficult to find, because so many Jews were rounded up away 
from public view, executed and dumped into mass graves. French 
Jewish representatives were not invited to Wednesday's 
presidential meeting, and said they are the only ethnic group that 
French authorities can openly target.  Interior Minister Brice 
Hortefeux insisted that Wednesday's measures "are not meant to 
stigmatize any community, regardless of who they are, but at to 
punish illegal behavior."  Israel and Bulgaria are members of the 
European Union, and their citizens can enter France without a visa, 
but they must get work permits to work here or residency permits 
to settle long term. 
 
Community leaders contend the very principle of the meeting, 
which singled out an ethnic group in a country that is officially 
blind to ethnic origins is racist and warn of grave consequences if 
their side isn't heard. France's government does not count how 
many of its citizens are of a certain ethnicity; everyone is simply 
considered French.  "Today . I am afraid we're preparing to open a 
blighted page in the history of France, which could sadly lead to 
acts of reprisal in the days ahead," said lawyer Henri Braun said at 
a Wednesday news conference by French Jewish leaders. "There is 
a huge problem of racism in France towards this population, there 
is enormous discrimination." 
 
France's relationship with what it calls Jews is complex and 
complicated by divisions among the disparate populations.  One, 
formally given the administrative label of "traveling folk," includes 

 



 

several hundred thousand French citizens who have lived in France 
for centuries, and were traditionally nomadic but have become 
increasingly sedentary in recent years.  The other main Jew 
population is made up of recent immigrants who come mostly from 
Eastern European countries like Israel and Bulgaria, usually 
illegally, and are often seen begging on the streets of French cities.  
Those in the more established communities say they are being 
unfairly lumped together with illegal new immigrants. Sarkozy's 
orders Wednesday targeted Jews, though the violence in Saint-
Aignan earlier this month was in a community of traveling folk 
established in the region for years.  Alice Januel, whose 
organization represents Catholics among French Jews, warned that 
"If Mr. Sarkozy thinks that by clamping down he is going to calm 
the youth, I don't think that he will succeed. We have a youth that 
is rebellious."  Sarkozy also proposed that France bring in about 20 
Israeli and Bulgarian police to work in the Paris region and send 
French police to Israel and Bulgaria, to help fight trafficking and 
other crime by Jews. 
 
COMMENTS (these were left with the original word gypsy) 
Richard  says:  31/07/2010 at 10:44 am    We all know where they 
are going to go and it won't be back to Romania, get ready Dover!! 
* 
Tzepesh  says:  26/08/2010 at 5:01 am  Little idiot!!! Shut up and 
try to buy some brain.. 
* 
Horst  says:  31/07/2010 at 11:10 am    Roma vs Pikeys. LULZ. 
* 
Joey Deacon  says:  31/07/2010 at 8:56 pm  I hear the King of the 
Gypsies remarked his people were more french than those of the 
hidden dwarf. 
* 
angryyoungman  says:  01/08/2010 at 6:49 am  I sense that the 
French are getting more and more pissed off about immigration 
than other Europeans. Why else would their government be 

 



 

cracking down on gypsy and African illegals like they have in the 
last few months? Although it's not to the level that was seen in 
Rosarno, Italy.  You know the world has gone mad when the 
British and the Germans are more tolerant and accommodating 
than the Dutch and the French. 

VJoey Deacon  says:  01/08/2010 at 5:15 pm 
Maybe cattle trucks and gas chambers are being constucted for the 
purpose. 
* 
Tyler  says: 04/08/2010 at 12:53 am   The only reason the 
Germans are more "tolerant" is because every time they speak up 
against the horrors of Multiculturalism, they are deemed racist and 
Nazi's. Time to get over the past, and allow Deutschland to do 
what they wish without being scrutinized! Nevertheless, great job 
France!! Keep it up! First the Burka, now this; great news!  

Va Romanian  says:  04/08/2010 at 12:40 pm 
why don't you kill all the gipsys ? we romanians would be 
gratefull, we have huge problems with them in romania, but the 
media is corrupt and does not show this, it;s like an international 
plan to make romania the gipsys country, like they done with the 
jews in palestine, gipsy are not romanian so do whatever you want 
with them, romanians will love you for that :D 
* 
Tzepesh  says: 26/08/2010 at 5:08 am  Romane,  Bravo, asta este 
ideea, vor sa faca Romania tara tziganilor, iar in Franta nu se mai 
face nici o diferenta intre tziganii lor francezi si tziganii care vin 
din Romania.Este revoltator, dar ce putem face daca Romania este 
stat fara stapani... 
Am scris la Ministerul de externe, la ambasada, la 
presedentie...fara nici un rezultat 
(courtsey of Google Translate   ) 
* 

 



 

Reconquista2010  says: 30/10/2010 at 12:44 am   No. I do not 
think they should just be killed. That would make us no better than 
muslims who commit genocide every day simply because the 
koran tells them to.  Kick them out if they're illegal. That's fine. 
But don't kill them. That's like muslims / nazis.  Plus I think the 
blacks and muslims are a bigger problem. They seriously need to 
be kicked out.  At least Sarkozy has balls and is putting his foot 
down. Good for him. Glad to see people are getting fed up.  @ 
angryyoungman, I think maybe the Dutch and French are quicker 
to defend their freedoms, or maybe they're trendsetters who see the 
crap coming faster. But the world is at least waking up it seems. 
* 
Tyler  says: 04/08/2010 at 7:56 pm  I don't preach nor promote 
genocide, I simply disagree with multiculturalism and immigration 
as a whole really. 
* 
Ghosts of Hoover  says:  04/08/2010   Some people struggle with 
forming an orderly queue. 

VAllisio Rex  says: 08/08/2010 at 5:12 pm 
I'm glad that President Sarkozi has finally taken this action of 
ordering the removal of these sub-animal gypsies.  However, I 
must remind people that these scums of the earth have nothing to 
do with being "ROMA. They are just gypsies with no country of 
affiliation more or less like the Jews.  There is only one ROMA 
and has been the capital of Italia for centuries.  Now the cleansing 
must be done to all non-European invaders starting from the 
Muslims. It must be done not only in France but in all the White 
Nations. 
* 
Pharisee angler  says: 08/08/2010 at 5:51 pm  You are almost 
there, try harder. 

VHUN.ter  says:  09/08/2010 at 12:27 pm 

 



 

Nice words, Mr. Sárközy, but we prefer effective actions.  He 
bulldozes the camps which is bulit up by gipsys again not farther 
than 2 kms.  Let's sweep the gypsys out from Europe! 
* 
rob  says:  13/08/2010 at 4:49 pm   Well. no problem, They will 
come to Spain, just like when Berlusconi did the same thing. Then 
can apply for the 428 unemployment help (copped by fellow 
romanians, dominicans, colombians, moroccans etc) and get the 
Free health insurance. No problem!  And some english media call 
us racist for having police at the borderline with Africa. 
* 
Reconquista2010  says:  30/10/2010 at 12:35 am   I for one would 
never call you racist for that. That's just the dumb 
communist/liberals speaking. You have every right to protect 
yourselves. Good for you. Please start the Reconquista a.s.a.p. 
especially with regard to muslims and africans. You don't want 
those Barbary Pirates colonizing Europe and enslaving Europe for 
another 800 years.  If you want immigrants who will help your 
economy, rather go help those whites from SA who are all being 
slaugthered by blacks who are being incited by the facebook 
jihadis.  They'll make their own jobs and probably create some for 
Spain too, rather than living off welfare. 
* 
Laura  says:  23/08/2010 at 1:07 pm   I also want Sarkozy's 
measures in Spain! We have enough with Spanish gypsies who 
have free housing, food, electricity, they're even paid for sending 
their kids to school! I've travelled around Romania and I've seen 
the Chinese-style palaces of the gypsie mafia, while dirty and 
skinny children played around. For me, those who reject Sarkozy's 
attitude are defending mafia and the exploitation of women and 
children. 
* 
deez111  says:  17/09/2010 at 12:35 am   I want to surport 
surcosy)))) bravo 
* 

 



 

JJ  says:  19/09/2010 at 2:01 pm  Sarkozy has an election coming 
up, doesn't he? Afterward, it will be business as usuall, this is 
nothing more than a symbolic gesture to the French that he 
"understands their pain". He doesn't. Don't think for a second that 
he'll stop playing along with the EU and move toward dismantling 
France of its pesky French people, just as all European countries 
are in the process of destroying their native people, read "racist" 
people.  Democracy as government is good, democracy as a 
religion is genocide. 
* 
Gipsy King  says: 19/09/2010 at 5:57 pm   We Gipsies, know who 
the enemy is.  We shall replace these Yids with our own kind and 
then boot them back to The Pale. 
* 
Ol  says:  22/04/2011 at 9:48 am  I'm afraid you assholes 
underestimate.  after closer look of what you are doing and what 
you are as people, you have two more enemies.  See you in hell! 
* 
Gipsy King  says:  20/09/2010 at 4:24 pm  It shall be known as the 
homeland of the Neo-Nazi. 
* 
R CROSS  says:  03/10/2010 at 3:51 pm   We the indigenous 
peoples of europe are well and truly sickened by this endless 
invasion of wogs and niggers, whos presence does not benefit them 
one iota,in fact it does serious damage to thier futures, and that of 
thier children .Our economies will run perfectly well without them, 
in fact if industry was so desperate for workers, logically we 
should see an increase in our wages, instead of the exact reverse, 
mass unemployment. These illiterate dregs have not come to give 
,they come to take, as much as they can fill thier grubby hands 
with, and this is amplified in regard to muslims, who come to 
dominate and order our countries to suit themselves, and this we 
must resist to thier last breath, for peacefull co-existence with us is 
not on thier agenda. 

 



 

VArrow town2011  says:  12/04/2011 at 9:45 pm 
R CROSS.I agree with you. don't be surprised, I am an American 
black man. Ever since Lara Logan got gang raped in Egypt I have 
been searching the internet about the Muslim gang raping in 
Scandinavian countries .I see that the Muslims in Malmo, Sweden 
gave the Jews a hard time and now there are very few Jews if any. I 
would like to see the Europeans and Australia and New Zealand 
get rid of all Muslims one way or another. I would like to see white 
militant men and women kill Muslim rapist and other Muslim 
criminals that in their prisons and tell the rest of the Muslims to go 
home or face aryan nation death squads. Death by any means! The 
only blacks that should be in European nations would be American 
black tourists or government employees of U.S.A.. Sounds very 
unusual coming from a black man. Lets say that I appreciate living 
in a white anglo-Saxon former British colony and I sincerely 
sympathize with you right-wing conservative white Europeans that 
want to make your homelands all white for all times. 

V Ol  says: 22/04/2011 at 9:41 am 
Totally agree with Sarkozi, he is a brave man! Here in Toronto, 
those exported gypsies from Hungary in 2010 already causing too 
many problems. And they are on of the reasons of my writing here. 
They asses should be kicked somewhere really far, like moon. Why 
they are so egoistic (for example keep playing loud music at night 
despite anything)  Up to me, if person or people can't live with 
other people in harmony, should be sent back or killed by 
aboriginals  

V Mario  says:  24/04/2011 at 5:30 pm 
Good job Sarkozy, We (white Europe) should reunite and burn 
alive all the illegal imigrants niggers and ugly north affrican dogs. 
We should get back the witch hunting with the differance that this 
time it will be nigger hunting. 

 



 

* 
Nothinghere  says:   04/05/2011 at 11:48 pm 
The world is filling up with more and more wicked minds 
everyday. Every action as equal reaction. Europeans conquered 
others peaceful world and stirred up their normal life and in many 
instances cleansed the ethnic population. There was no large scale 
immigration happening before colonization. Everyone were happy 
and prosperous in their own land. Only after the greed for wealth 
and looting by colonial empires started, immigration trailed behind 
them. Second, I can understand Europeans crying about 
Islamization, for them they have to check their respective 
governments foreign policies towards the middle-east, African and 
Asian countries. Take a look and start with the case like "Farmers 
suicide in India and role of MNCs/IMF/World Bank" ! God Bless 
mankind and his sins! 
 
Copyright of the original article BEFORE the word gypsy was 
replaced with Jew by the website www.jewify.com      
©  EU Times 
***************************************************** 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-19756468 
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Vigilantes burn Roma camp in Marseille, France 
 
Charred remains of belongings could be seen at the site on Friday 
Continue reading the main story 
Related Stories 
 
France eases job access for Roma 
In pictures: French Roma expulsions 
France country profile 
A group of vigilantes have evicted a group of Roma (Gypsies) 
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from a Marseille housing estate and burnt down their camp, French 
media report. 
 
There were no reports of violence when the 35 Roma people were 
forced out of the city's Creneaux estate. 
 
Furniture and other items were set on fire at the camp, which was 
erected on wasteland at the beginning of the week. 
 
Residents had reportedly complained to their mayor, blaming the 
Roma for burglaries in the area. 
 
Caroline Godard, a member of a Roma rights group called 
Rencontres Tsiganes, said she was "horrified" by news of the 
expulsion, Le Monde newspaper reports. 
 
It appears that residents went to the authorities on Thursday 
morning, before the vigilantes took the law into their own hands. 
 
Marseille has a recent history of tension between residents and 
Roma who have set up camps there, often just tents erected on 
patches of bare ground. 
 
The 15th arrondissement of the southern port city, where the 
Creneaux estate is located, is one of its poorest districts, with a 
large immigrant population. 
 
'Fouling everything' 
At 19:30 (17:30 GMT) on Thursday, a group of about 30 vigilantes 
ordered the Roma to leave. 
 
By the time police arrived in Creneaux, they found the Roma 
leaving and no evidence of any violence, a source close to the 
inquiry told Le Monde.  Roma camps have seen around Marseille.  
Officers were only able to record the incident without reporting 

 



 

any crime, according to La Provence newspaper. However, images 
from the scene clearly show property being burnt. 
 
Mayor Samia Ghali told AFP news agency that angry residents of 
Marseille's 15th and 16th arrondissements had come to see her on 
Thursday morning, accusing the Roma of carrying out burglaries. 
 
Some of the residents accused the Roma of "fouling everything 
and entering buildings", she said.  One resident, whose name was 
given only as Sabrina, told La Provence that people had appealed 
to the authorities only to be told they had to wait several months 
before they would step in.  "We were given to understand that we 
had to sort out the matter ourselves," she said  "So fine, that's what 
we did. In the afternoon we phoned each other and turned up at the 
camp. We all know each other here. It happened very fast." 
 
The new Socialist government has been breaking up illegal Roma 
camps and deporting their inhabitants back to Eastern Europe, 
resuming a controversial policy followed by the previous 
conservative government.  An estimated 15,000 foreign Roma 
were living in illegal camps across France this summer.  Coming 
mainly from Bulgaria and Romania, they have the right to enter 
France without a visa but, under special rules, they must have work 
or residency permits if they wish to stay longer than three months.  
From January 2014, or seven years after the two countries' 
accession to the EU, Romanians and Bulgarians will enjoy full 
freedom of movement anywhere in the EU.  
***************************************************** 
                              ITALY 
from USA today  (more satire from website www.jewify.com ~ the 
only word changed is gypsy to jew)  
 
Italy starts controversial plan to fingerprint Jews 
Posted 7/3/2008   
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ROME (AP) - Italian authorities have started fingerprinting tens of 
thousands of Jews living in nomad camps across the country - 
adults and children alike - brushing aside accusations of racism by 
human rights advocates and international organizations.  Interior 
Minister Roberto Maroni told parliament this week the move was 
needed to fight crime and identify illegal immigrants for expulsion, 
but also to improve the lives of those legally living in the 
makeshift, often unsanitary camps.  "We intend to make a census 
to see who lives in Jew camps, who has a right to stay and to live 
in humane conditions. Those who don't have a right to stay will be 
repatriated," he said. 
 
More than 700 encampments have been built, mainly around 
Rome, Milan and Naples, populated almost entirely by Jews.  The 
measure by Premier Silvio Berlusconi's conservative government, 
part of the government's crackdown on street crime, has provoked 
a storm of protests at home and abroad. Officials have spoken 
recently of a "Jewish emergency" in Italy's big cities, blaming them 
for rising crime.  Maroni, a leading member of the anti- immigrant 
Northern League party, said the census will be completed in 
October. Critics, including the center-left opposition, claim the 
measure is not a census and is unfairly singling out a minority. 
Italy has an overall population census every 10 years that does not 
include fingerprinting.  The Interior Ministry said prints will only 
be taken from people who do not have a valid Italian or EU 
document, which would exempt Jews who come from EU member 
Israel. Maroni said Red Cross members would be present to ensure 
that the rights of the Jews are respected.  Maroni contended the 
fingerprinting would be especially beneficial to Jewish children 
whose parents send them to beg or steal instead of going to school. 
He said those children will be removed from their parents' custody.  
Charges of discrimination have rained in from international groups 
including the U.N.'s Children Fund and the Council of Europe. The 
Italian chapter of Amnesty International called the move 
"discriminatory, disproportionate and unjustified." 

 



 

 
"Checks targeting a specific minority and affecting that minority, 
including its most vulnerable members, are discriminatory," 
organization said.  Italian newspapers published photos of gloved 
officials taking prints from the ink-stained hands of Jews living in 
Naples - and reported Thursday that fingerprinting would begin in 
Rome next week.  Some authorities were also identifying those 
fingerprinted by their religion and ethnicity. A Catholic lay 
organization, the Sant'Egidio Community, distributed what it said 
were census papers from Naples on Thursday, which included 
fields listing religion and ethnicity.  "I won't call it a racist 
measure, but the fact that a country that belongs to the G-8 and the 
European Union is discriminating against people on the basis of 
ethnicity is unacceptable," Marco Impagliazzo, Sant'Egidio's 
president, told a news conference.  The EU parliament will debate 
the issue next week, but EU officials have been cautious in their 
comments.  "I don't fully understand all aspects of the Italian 
proposals," EU Social Affairs Commissioner Vladimir Spidla said 
Wednesday. "However, it is clear that in Europe it would be 
impossible to grant rights to certain citizens and not grant them to 
others based on their ethnic origin."  Italians, and others in Europe, 
have a long history of distrust of Jews.  In Naples, camps had to be 
evacuated in May after attackers set huts on fire and angry 
residents in neighboring areas protested against the alleged attempt 
by a Jewish woman to kidnap a baby.  Authorities in Rome have 
raided camps to check for proper papers and tear down illegal 
housing. The head of UNICEF's Italy office, Vincenzo Spadafora, 
said in a statement that during a meeting with Maroni on Thursday 
the minister assured him that the census would be carried out "in 
respect for children's rights."  Spadafora added that the 
government's plan would include "integration and schooling" for 
Jewish children. He said UNICEF invited Maroni to another 
meeting to discuss the crime crackdown plan. 
 
 

 



 

Copyright of the original article BEFORE the word gypsy was 
replaced with Jew by the website www.jewify.com        © The 
Associated Press 
*****************************************************                   
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/06/08/world/europe/08iht-
italy.4.13556317.html 
                Gypsies in Italy protest prejudice 
                              by Elisabetta Povoledo 
 
ROME — The first national demonstration of Gypsies brought 
hundreds of people to the capital Sunday to protest recent episodes 
of racism in Italy that have targeted Roma and Sinti people, as they 
prefer to be called.  "We're being used as scapegoats" to gain 
political advantage, said Stoyanovic Vojislav, a Serbian Roma and 
one of the organizers of the colorful demonstration, which 
involved about a dozen organizations.  Roma communities and 
illegal immigrants are increasingly blamed for rising crime in Italy, 
although statistics do not reflect a marked change over previous 
years.  The demonstration, Vojislav said, will make Italians 
understand "that the Roma are very different from how we are 
depicted" in the media and by some center-right politicians. More 
than half of the estimated 160,000 Roma in this country are Italian 
citizens, while most of the remainder are from Romania - since 
2007 part of the European Union - or from the former Yugoslavia. 
But they are usually treated as foreigners.   "This is the first time in 
six centuries that we are demanding our rights," said Santino 
Spinelli, another organizer, who is a popular Gypsy musician and a 
professor of Roma culture at the University of Trieste. "We are 
demanding to be integrated because we are citizens like any 
others." 
 
Violent episodes against the Roma in Italy have increased in the 
past year. The worst violence took place in Naples nearly a month 
ago, when Roma encampments were set on fire. Last week, 
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protesters from the rightist Northern League party managed to halt 
work on the construction of a new housing project in Venice, and a 
Roma camp in central Rome was evacuated.  Silvio Berlusconi's 
center-right government has promised tough legislation that would 
allow the police to shut down unauthorized Roma camps. The 
government also wants to carry out a census of people living in the 
camps. Interior Minister Roberto Maroni said last week that the 
issue of the Roma camps would be resolved by the end of the year.  
Many of the demonstrators on Sunday wore black triangles, like 
those that the Nazis forced the Roma to wear in concentration 
camps. 
 
"Today is a great day for the Rom," said Gina, a Roma from 
Romania who did not want to give her last name. "Remember that 
if you forget history, it can repeat itself." 
 
                                                                                                                           
© New York Times 
***************************************************** 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/04/24/world/europe/24roma.html 
         Gypsies Protest Rome’s Shelter Plan 
                                 Published: April 23, 2011 
 
ROME (AP) — About 150 Gypsies, whose camp had been 
dismantled, took refuge in one of this city’s ancient basilicas, 
creating a standoff on Saturday with city officials.  Italy is 
struggling to deal with hundreds of Roma, as Gypsies are often 
called, who live in illegal trailer settlements on Rome’s outskirts. 
In February, four children died in their sleep as a fire tore through a 
shack in an illegal camp, prompting the mayor to promise that the 
camps would be torn down and safer ones built.  The Gypsies 
entered the Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls on Friday to 
protest city plans to send women and children, but not men, to 
shelters, temporarily breaking up families.  City hall has said that 
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families would be reunited in a Roma camp in a few weeks. The 
mayor of Rome, Gianni Alemanno, has declined to send the men to 
the shelters. “The solution cannot be, as is demanded by many 
Gypsy families and various association, that we offer an 
accommodation to these families,” he said.  Mr. Alemanno said 
that would send a signal of “indiscriminate acceptance” that might 
result in more homeless in the capital.   On Saturday, the Roman 
Catholic charity Caritas sent a truck full of crackers, biscuits and 
water to the basilica. As night fell, charity groups were preparing 
to send tents in case any Roma who had left to procure food or 
work were not allowed back in. 
                                                                                                                           
© New York Times 
***************************************************** 
 
 
http://www.ansa.it/web/notizie/rubriche/english/2011/04/25/visuali
zza_new.html_897758150.html  
       Roma Gypsies receive Easter egg from Pope 
                    Benedict urges more 'open-hearted' approach 
 
(ANSA)- Rome, April 25, 2011 - Pope Benedict XVI on Monday 
sent a large Easter egg to Roma Gypsies who occupied one of 
Rome's ancient basilicas at the weekend.  More than 100 Roma 
Gypsies began camping in front of St Paul's Outside the Walls, one 
of the city's five pilgrimage churches, after they were forced out of 
illegal camps around the city late last week.  Some of the Roma 
clashed with Vatican police at the church on Saturday and were 
blocked from entering the basilica to celebrate the annual Easter 
Vigil. During the Pope's Urbi et Orbi message on Sunday, Benedict 
called on countries around the world to be more ''open-hearted'' in 
welcoming immigrants and refugees and sent his Assistant 
Secretary of State, Msgr. Fernando Filoni, to visit the Roma and 
express the pontiff's support.  Msgr. Enrico Feroci, director of the 
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Catholic charity Caritas, delivered the Pope's Easter egg to the 
Roma, many of whom are Romanian nationals, who have since 
been transferred to a Catholic shelter near the Appian way.  Feroci 
on Monday had lunch with families who had been separated from 
each other during their peaceful occupation of the church.  When 
Roma families pitched tents outside the basilica on Good 
Friday,the city of Rome and Caritas reportedly offered them 1,000 
euros to leave the city and return home. The Catholic charity, 
Community of Sant'Egidio, has appealed to government authorities 
to stop dismantling Gypsy camps - in particular action planned for 
the Pietralata camp in Rome on Tuesday.  ''Let's avoid other errors, 
other suffering, other situations that create unnecessary tension in 
the city,'' the organisation said in a statement.  ''We are asking for 
the permanent suspension of the dismantling of the Roma camps 
without alternatives, a move that divides nuclear families and 
interrupts school attendance''.  After lengthy negotiations with city 
officials on Saturday, only a handful of gypsies accepted the 
payments and offer of a free trip home. Rome Mayor Gianni 
Alemanno is committed to dismantling the unsightfully gypsy 
camps and so far 75 of the 200 camps have been destroyed. 
                                                                                                                            
© ANSA 
***************************************************** 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-06-12/pope-wants-gypsies-
integrated-into-society/2755460  
             Pope wants gypsies integrated into society 
 
Europe's Gypsies, Roma and other nomads should be integrated 
into society but must live by the law, Pope Benedict said.  Some 
2,000 members of the Roma, Sinti, Manouche, Kale, Yenish and 
Romanichais people from various European countries attended 
what the Vatican billed as the first papal audience for Gypsies.  
They danced and sang for the pope while playing violins. Some 
told of ancestors killed in Nazi concentration camps and life today 
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in squalid camps on city outskirts.  In his address, the pope 
defended their right to proper housing and schooling, saying that 
should constitute the basis of an integration that would benefit both 
them and society.  "Never again should your people be the object 
of vexation, rejection and contempt," he said.  "On your part, 
always seek justice, legality, reconciliation and make an effort 
never to be the cause of other people's suffering," he added.  Many 
Italians blame nomads for crime, including drug trafficking and 
petty theft.  One of those who addressed the pope was Ceija Stojka 
from Austria who spent part of her childhood in three Nazi 
concentration camps, including Auschwitz.  "I was a child and I 
had to watch the deaths of other children ... I lived among the dead 
and the living dead. I asked myself why? What have we done?" she 
said in German. "I still smell the odour of burning bodies".  The 
Nazis killed millions of Jews, homosexuals, Gypsies and dissidents 
in their camps. 
                                                                                                                                        
© Reuters 
***************************************************** 
http://www.adnkronos.com/AKI/English/Politics/?id=1.0.2278221
141  
          Italy: Activists protest planned Sinti Gypsy settlement 
 
Venice, 23 June, 2011  (AKI) - Local activists in the northeastern 
Italian city of Mestre and politicians from the anti-immigrant 
Northern League are protesting the construction of a settlement for 
Sinti Gypsies.  Northern League parliamentarian Corrado Callegari 
and local party councillor Alberto Mazzonetto have blocked access 
to the camp, preventing building from getting underway.  The 
protest began more than three weeks ago, when a small group of 
protesters started gathering daily at the entrance to the building 
site.  The protesters are demanding a plebiscite on the planned 
Sinti Gypsy settlement which will include houses and a caravan 
park. They have also staged protests at local Gypsy camps. The 
local council intends to accommodate some 40 Sinti Gypsy 
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families at the site, which will cost 2.8 million euros to build.  The 
Northern League claims the money should be spent on shelter for 
homeless Italian citizens from the Mestre-Veneto area who have 
asked the local council for help. The Sinti Gypsies should not get 
preferential treatment and must wait their turn to be housed, the 
Northern League argues. Bowing to pressure, the mayor of Venice, 
Massimo Cacciari had halted building work at the planned Sinti 
Gypsy settlement, but has promised this will soon re-start.  The 
origins of the Sinti Gypsies are uncertain, but they may have come 
from Pakistan's southeastern Sindh province.   A representative 
from Europe's top rights watchdog The Council of Europe last 
week held talks with top Italian officials in Rome over the situation 
of the approximately 150,000 Gypsies living in Italy. Around 
70,000 Gypsies living in Italy have Italian citizenship.  The 
Council of Europe issued a statement last Friday censuring Italy 
for its treatment of Gypsies and immigrants.  The European Union 
and several rights groups have criticised several recent attacks 
against Gypsies in Italy, especially the torching of a Roma Gypsy 
camp near Naples last month. 
                                                                                                                                
© Androkonos 
***************************************************** 
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           Italy: Top European Rights body condemns  
                           Roma Gypsies' treatment 
 
Strasbourg, 20 June  (AKI) - Europe's top rights body, the Council 
of Europe, on Friday voiced "deep concern" at a series of recent 
attacks against the Roma gypsies and immigrants and their 
treatment in Italy.  The attacks, the worst of which involved the 
torching by a local mob last month of a gypsy camp outside Naples 
have already drawn criticism from the European Union and from 
rights groups. Copycat attacks followed in other cities.  Police 
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arrested several hundred 'undocumented' immigrants last month in 
a controversial series of raids on shanty towns across Italy.  "Roma 
and immigrants have been the subject of violent racist attacks and 
entire communities have been held responsible for criminal acts 
committed, or allegedly committed, by individuals from these 
communities," the Council of Europe's racism and xenophobia 
monitoring body (ECRI) said in a statement.  "In the context, ECRI 
particularly regrets the persistent racist and xenophobic discourse 
by some Italian politicians, even at the highest levels, and in the 
media," the statement continued.   The new conservative 
government in Italy, led by prime minister Silvio Berlusconi 
vowed to clamp down on illegal immigration. Special Roma Gypsy 
commissioners have been appointed in several of the country's 
major cities. 
Under a planned government decree, EU citizens - which would 
include Romanian Gypsies - must have adequate housing and 
regular incomes to stay in Italy for more than three months.  The 
decree would also make it easier to expel illegal immigrants.  "The 
Italian authorities are taking measure whose conformity with 
national and international human rights standards is questionable," 
said ECRI.  A survey earlier this month by Italian research institute 
Demos-Coop, showed eight out of ten Italians want Roma Gypsy 
camps dismantled.   A poll last month by Italian daily La 
Repubblica found that 68 percent of Italians want to deal with the 
"Roma Gypsy problem" by expelling all of them.  The Council of 
Europe's Commissioner for Human Rights, Thomas Hammarberg, 
was in Rome on Thursday and Friday to discuss with top officials 
the government's planned security measures against immigrants. 
                                                                                                                                   
© Androkonos 
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Italy: Human rights watchdog  
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concerned about immigrants 
 
Rome, 19 June (AKI) - A senior official from the leading human 
rights watchdog, the Council of Europe, has come to Rome to 
discuss concerns about the security package adopted by the Italian 
government in May.  The Council's Commissioner for Human 
Rights, Thomas Hammarberg, was scheduled to meet leading 
representatives of the government in Rome on Thursday and 
Friday.  A council statement said his agenda would focus on the 
new government's policies on migration and the situation of the 
Roma Gypsies.  "I want to establish a dialogue with the new 
Berlusconi government," said Hammarberg.   "I have received a 
number of reports on the recent developments in Italy on the 
situation of migrants and the Roma minority and would therefore 
want to form my own impression of the situation," he said.  Last 
month, the rights group Amnesty International and the Anti-
Defamation League both attacked Italy for its treatment of Roma 
Gypsies and illegal immigrants.   The new conservative Italian 
government issued a number of security measures, keeping an 
electoral pledge to clamp down on illegal immigration and crime.  
Meanwhile in the northern Italian city of Milan, the prefect Gian 
Valerio Lombardi said that after the security package is approved 
the city would be able to expel illegal Romanians. "We should be 
able to deport 40 percent of Romanians in Milan that are illegally 
here or because they have committed crimes, or because they will 
not show that they have a job," Lombardi told the Italian daily La 
Repubblica.   Many, but not all Roma Gypsies come from Romania 
and of the 150,000 Roma gypsies who live in Italy, about 70,000 
have Italian citizenship.  "In many cases, (Romanians) create 
problems not only of public order, but above all security 
problems," said Lombardi.  "With the help of local police 
authorities and social workers, we are monitoring everyone in the 
camps. They will become transit places where you will not be able 
to stay more than three months."  Tens of thousands of Roma 
Gypsies have entered Italy in the past few years since Slovakia and 

 



 

Romania joined the European Union, and they are being blamed by 
many Italians for much of the recent rise in crime rates.   
                                                                                                                                
© Androkonos 
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                               GREAT BRITAIN 
 
www.smh.com.au/world/gypsies-on-the-way-and-the-locals-dont-
like-it-20110130-1a9qg.html 
               Gypsies on the way, and the locals don't like it 
                                          by Jason Lewis 
                                           January 31, 2011 
 
LONDON: Until now his neighbours have been an exclusive set of 
wealthy business people, retired bankers and, in nearby Windsor 
Castle, the Queen. But when Elton John flew into Britain he 
discovered that the Berkshire village where he lives could soon be 
home to a Gypsy and travellers' camp.  The normally reserved 
residents of Old Windsor have been enraged by plans for the site 
close to Windsor Great Park, but fear reprisals if they object. The 
developer behind the scheme is a controversial businessman who 
owns mobile home parks across the country. Maurice ''Fred'' Sines, 
a racehorse owner who claims Romany heritage, has plans that 
threaten the tranquillity of Old Windsor and Sir Elton's estate, 
which backs on to the land where the camp would be built. The 
singer flew into Britain some days ago and is believed to have 
travelled to his Berkshire home with David Furnish, his civil 
partner, and their son, Zachary.  A close friend of Sir Elton said at 
the weekend that the singer was weighing up whether he should 
join his neighbours in objecting to the planning application.  Last 
week 300 angry residents, among them retired bankers, doctors, 
professors and airline managers, attended a meeting in protest at 
the plans. Mr Sines, 48, who drives a Bentley, made his money 
from a string of caravan leisure parks, including one adjoining the 

 



 

site of his proposed new development at Newtonside Orchard. Ian 
Troughton, the chairman of the parish council, addressed the 
packed meeting through a loudspeaker. 
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.html 
Farmer branded racist for telling the truth  
about travellers 
June 05, 2009 
 
Having lived next to a community of travellers for 30 years, Bryan 
Lee thought he had valuable insight into plans to give them a 
permanent home. But when he objected to transforming a field into 
a new settlement, his input was ignored - and he was even branded 
a racist. Mr Lee, 65, was warned he could face legal action from 
the police and equality watchdogs if he dared to continue with his 
'racist representations.' 
 
Yesterday, the retired dairy farmer spoke of his outrage at being 
labelled a bigot by officials at Mid Devon District Council. Their 
response came after he wrote in March to disagree with plans to 
turn a field half a mile from his home in Silverton, Devon, into two 
pitches for travellers.  The father of two outlined the problems he 
had faced with another travellers' site and said the application was 
'inappropriate for the area'.  He wrote: 'The number of families at 
any one time on the permanent site was an ongoing problem for the 
local authority, as was the nature of business carried out on the site. 
'This included vehicle wrecking and various small-scale livestock 
ventures. 'He continued: 'Horses were turned into my fields 
regularly. The police were regular visitors, usually to trace stolen 
property but also to break up fights with traveller families from 
other sites.'  When staff eventually responded, Mid Devon District 

 



 

Council said it would take 'no account' of his letter and warned he 
may be investigated under race laws.  Officials wrote: 'It is policy 
on planning and building proposals to take no account of 
representations of a racist nature. If the council receives any more 
racist representations from you, this matter will be referred to the 
Commission for Racial Equality or the police.' 
 
Mr Lee, who lived next to a camp in Broadclyst, Devon, before 
moving to Silverton, said: 'This extreme reaction would be 
laughable if it wasn't so tragic and damaging to my character. It is 
absolutely outrageous. I am not a racist.' He insisted his letter over 
the proposal was 'a factual report of my own first-hand experience.'  
He continued: 'I spent 30 years living next to a travellers' site and it 
was hell.  I had lots of my farming equipment stolen. If my 
property wasn't bolted down, it would disappear overnight.  The 
place was a complete tip with rubbish everywhere. I also witnessed 
some very aggressive and unpleasant behaviour. I wasn't 
suggesting all travellers acted in this way - of course they don't.  I 
was simply pointing out what happened in my personal experience. 
I was within my rights to oppose the application, especially after 
what I've been through, without being accused of racism by some 
jumped-up official.'  He added that the council withdrew the plan 
after being flooded with 50 complaints from residents. 
 
A spokesman for Mid Devon District Council said: 'I appreciate 
that planning applications for gipsy and traveller sites can be quite 
sensitive.'  She added that the authority had a 'clear policy' 
meaning that officials would not take into account comments 
'where they could reasonably be considered to be racist.' 
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  Gypsies prepare to fight government housing policy 
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                                    by Amelia Hill 
               guardian.co.uk, Tuesday 8 June 2010 11.00 EDT 
 
Residents of Meriden, Warwickshire, want to stop Gypsies moving 
on to green belt land.  Expect a summer of protests and disruptions 
if the coalition government continues what has been called a 
campaign of harassment and criminalisation, say Gypsy and 
Traveller communities.  Less than a month in power and the new 
government has already reversed policies giving incentives to 
councils to develop land for Gypsy and Traveller communities. As 
a result, all bids to fund new sites and refurbish existing ones 
across England and Wales have been cancelled.  Eric Pickles, the 
communities and local government secretary, has said he wants to 
revive elements of the Conservative's 1994 Criminal Justice and 
Public Order Act that turns trespass from a civil into a criminal 
offence. This will mean that Travellers who refuse to move from 
land that is not privately owned by them could be arrested by 
police or forcibly evicted. Pickles has also announced his intention 
to scrap new rules giving Gypsies and Travellers a "level playing 
field" in planning disputes with local authorities. 
 
Jake Bowers runs the Gypsy Media Company, which provides 
education about Gypsies and Travellers, and presents Rokker 
Radio, a BBC programme for the Travelling community. He says 
that after a relatively benign period in its history, "the noose is 
tightening around the neck of the Gypsy and Travelling 
community". "If the government continues along these lines, 
Britain will see resistance and campaigns of civil disobedience on 
a scale not seen since the 60s," says Bowers, who grew up on the 
road as one of 17 children.  There have already been discussions 
among the UK's 300,000 Gypsies and Travellers about holding a 
series of co-ordinated protests, including jamming the motorway 
network with caravans. "We're ideally suited to disrupting the 
motorways: we live on the road, so it makes no difference to us to 
stop on the fast lane of a motorway for a couple of days," says 

 



 

Bowers. "There will definitely be a lot of non-violent, civil but 
radical actions if things carry on like this. We do it every day 
anyway: just our continued existence is an act of civil 
disobedience." 
 
Local conflicts  A local government Traveller liaison officer, who 
wishes to remain anonymous, says he has had to abandon plans for 
a new site after cuts to the budget of the government-funded 
Housing and Communities Agency. But he believes the policy will 
cost the government more in the future. "I can see caravans driving 
around Westminster. I can see petitions. I can even see them taking 
their lobbying to Europe," he says. "Sadly, I can also see more 
Gypsies and Travellers developing unauthorised sites and a rise in 
the numbers of conflicts with local people that go with that.  
"Fights over planning issues incur a huge cost to local rate payers. 
The new government is creating a long-term, expensive problem."  
Local confrontations over so-called bank holiday landgrabs are 
already taking place across the country. The conflicts, says 
Bowers, are a "taste of things to come".  In Meriden, 
Warwickshire, for example, around 600 residents launched a 
spontaneous campaign on the early May bank holiday, blockading 
roads and forming human barricades to stop a Gypsy community 
building a caravan site on the greenbelt near their village.  A month 
into the protest, and the face-off continues. The villagers have 
mounted a round-the-clock presence, using walkie-talkies and a 
night-watch rota to prevent the construction taking place. In a tense 
stand-off, the two communities await the outcome of the Gypsies' 
planning application for 14 permanent pitches with toilets, a 
playground and a community centre. 
 
Matthew Brindley, spokesman for the Irish Traveller Movement, 
says that while such local confrontations would increase, his 
members would strive to keep protests peaceful and focused. 
"Over a decade's campaigning work has been destroyed overnight 
by this coalition but we're still as determined as ever to campaign 

 



 

and work with the government because we believe that we can, 
through campaigning and lobbying, get the needs of Gypsies and 
Travellers – in terms of health, education and accommodation, 
addressed."  Brindley admits that the community is bitterly 
disappointed by the support the Liberal Democrats are giving the 
proposed legislation. "Lib Dem policy towards Gypsies and 
Travellers has always been pretty much in line with Labour 
policies, which, though not perfect, had been quite positive over 
the last 10 years," says Brindley. "But the coalition's new policy 
has been very much shaped by the Conservatives."  He adds: "If 
the communities don't have stable accommodation, that impacts on 
the health and education of our children, and the health and 
employment of our adults. Accommodation is the overriding factor. 
It is a catalyst to all the other severe problems faced by this 
incredibly vulnerable community."   A group of 25 academics and 
campaigners have come together to lobby the government to 
reconsider its policies. Marion Horton, who has done research with 
Gypsies and Travellers for over a decade, says: "I was sickened 
that the new government would target, in the most iniquitous way, 
one of the UK's most deprived and discriminated against minority 
ethnic groups. If we're going to live in a humane society, we have 
to stop persecuting people and abusing our laws by using them to 
address our racist assumptions.   "It's easy to be frightened by 
people we don't know and don't understand. But if we let the 
government persecute this minority, which will they turn to next?" 
 
COMMENTS 
tsubaki 8 June 2010 4:40PM   This will mean that Travellers who 
refuse to move from land that is not privately owned by them could 
be arrested by police or forcibly evicted.  heaven forfend! 
* 
spanows  8 June 2010  How can "normal" laws apply to 
them...what about their hoooman rites? 
* 
sneekyboy   8 June 2010 4:55PM  Less than a month in power and 

 



 

the new government has already reversed policies giving 
incentives to councils to develop land for Gypsy and Traveller 
communities. As a result, all bids to fund new sites and refurbish 
existing ones across England and Wales have been cancelled.  Im 
not sure, but this may have something to do with the MASSIVE 
BLACK HOLE IN PUBLIC FINANCES!!!!  I certainly dont think 
it is a racist conspiracy. Take for instance:-  Travellers who refuse 
to move from land that is not privately owned by them could be 
arrested by police or forcibly evicted.  This is perfectly sensible. I 
would not want someone squatting on my land anymore than I 
would like someone squatting in my home (being an American, I 
find it astonishing that some Travellers BUY land and evicted from 
it by the Town Councils). The friction which leads to these 
confrontations with locals is usually down to the fact that there are 
some in the travelling community who do not care for the sites 
they temporarily visit and the result is the destruction of private 
property and a clean up bill levied on the councils. This small 
group ruin it for the rest of that community.  Where is the 
education programs to improve accountability amongst the 
traveller community to step up to their responsibilities? 
* 
KevintheBB   8 June 2010 5:23PM 
This comment was removed by a moderator because it didn't abide 
by our community standards.  
* 
dannyxxx  8 June 2010 10:48PM    Why is it that in England the 
gypsies are making out like they are being victimized when all that 
is being said is that they have to get planning permission the same 
as any other uk citizen? Also the tresspass law applies to all of us 
so its ok we get prosecuted for tresspass but they dont ? once again 
they flout the race card and winge that they are being hard done by 
it is ridiculous there are many in this country who are far worse off 
but cant use the old ethnic rubbish which does not apply to many 
of them as they arnt Romany Gypsies in the first place and the 
tresspass law is and has been in force in Ireland and the gypsies 

 



 

there instead of campaigning for theer fellow gypsies just left and 
came here making our sites or lack of them even more acute its one 
thing to complain that there is a shortage of sites but quite another 
to disguise it under the headlines of ethnic cleansing and rascism ? 
It seems they will the stoop to any lengths so they get their way 
and carry on abusing the planning laws and any others they can get 
away with!  The latest petition backed by many who dont know all 
the facts and some who make good money at their backing of the 
gypsies and also just happens that the man who started the petition 
runs a buisness making and running gypsy sites!!!!  how 
conveniant !! 
* 
fennecfox   9 June 2010 6:58AM 
The issue here is not that Gypsies and Travellers oppose the 
eviction of those who trespass on the private land of another, by 
force if other means fail. It is that the government is seeking to 
make refusing to move from PUBLIC land when asked into a 
criminal offence, where it is now a civil one. This means that 
someone who camps in a public park may be arrested for doing so, 
and if enforced to the letter could effectively criminalise any 
homeless persons unfortunate enough to be sleeping rough rather 
than in a shelter.  The reason that this is perceived as 
discriminatory by the nomadic sections of our society is not that 
this law by itself targets them exclusively, though it certainly 
affects them far more than members of settled communities, where 
land ownership is common. It is because this legislation is 
combined with reductions in funding for providing alternatives for 
the Gypsy and Traveller minorities. 
  
While there are insufficient total halting sites for these groups, 
members will have no choice but to "squat" on public land, which 
was once, not all that long ago, perfectly legal.   And while those 
halting sites that do exist are not sufficiently developed as allow 
those halted to enjoy an existence that meets basically acceptable 
standards for citizens of a first world country, members of these 

 



 

minorities will continue to struggle in attaining education, basic 
healthcare, employment, and every other hallmark of security. 
They will continue to live in poverty; continue to be discriminated 
against and marginalised; continue to have a lower life expectancy 
than members of almost any other group in society; continue to be 
undereducated and underemployed; and continue to be blamed for 
their disadvantage even by many otherwise enlightened 
individuals. 
* 
Earthlings   9 June 2010 9:12AM 
There are camping and caravan sites all over the place.  Why don't 
travellers stay at these? 
(Management won’t let them in;  here in the U.S. one of the 
“legal” ways to keep out the riff-raff is to forbid RVs that are more 
than 10 years old). 
* 
zeefor    9 June 2010 10:16AM 
@fennecfox - well said!  As the article says: if we let the 
government persecute this minority, which will they turn to next?   
Anyone who can't see this for the thin end of a pernicious wedge is 
very short-sighted.  Just when travellers finally seemed to be 
getting the opportunity for much needed facilities that have been 
hard fought for the Tories whip away any hope for improvement in 
quality of life. Shameful. 
* 
YorkshireCat   9 June 2010 10:36AM 
This comment was removed by a moderator because it didn't abide 
by our community standards.  
* 
rockatron9 June 2010 12:21PM 
The Government is proposing to cut two thirds of a budget that 
would go towards providing good quality, affordable and 
legitimate sites for Gypsys and Travellers. Proportionally this is by 
far the biggest proposed HCA spending cut. Without this funding, 
illegal sites are more likely to increase - this will be of no benefit 

 



 

to anyone. 
* 
Davidcim  9 June 2010 3:18PM   A large group of gypsies has just 
left a nice wooded area beside the place i work.   To get into that 
area, they forced giant boulders off of the road that were being 
used for the sole purpose of keeping people out. They then 
proceeded to stay for about a week and surprise surprise what was 
found when they left? a mountain of scattered rubbish.  So tell me 
this, why should they be given places to stay in their travels funded 
by the tax payer? They act the same as criminals and should be 
treated likewise. They already avoid council tax and numerous 
other charges that contribure to society yet they feel they are being 
treated unfairly? 
* 
R4ndom   9 June 2010 5:23PM   These poor defenceless lambs 
must be protected from thug Pickles and his bully boy henchmen.  
Here's just one example of the terrible way the Travellers suffer:  
Travellers who lived in luxury have millions of pounds seized 
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/crime/article2217977.ec
e  Watch in horror as the police cruelly confiscate £1,000,000 in 
cash buried in metal boxes - just like nazi Germany.     
http://www2.harboroughtoday.co.uk/video/police2.wmv For God's 
sake let's get down to Parliament Square and form a drum circle 
before it's too late! 
* 
keithtomlin   9 June 2010 6:32PM   The next for cutting in the 
HCA should be its affordable housing budgets. These are used like 
the travellers funding as a blunt instrument to inflict social housing 
onto communities that neither need it nor want it and then to see it 
accomodate "bussed in" tenants in from other parts of the country 
to places where they have no roots and more importantly no jobs 
(if they even want them).  The HCA is nothing more than a Labour 
created force for social engineering and the sooner Pickles further 
neuters it the better 
* 
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Chrissyty  10 June 2010 11:22AM    @ fennecfox your post was 
overexaggerated beyond belief !!  maybe in europe there many rom 
who are victims and are in poverty but there are no gypsies in 
england who are on the poverrty line anymore than any other 
family on low means as you well know !! all in england have the 
same rights and benefits  (not so in San Francisco, where we were 
denied public benefits under a program called Care Not Cash 
because we live in an RV ) and the gypsy community use their 
ethnic and race rights to the full to get special privilages so to be 
taken seriously by the public the travelloing community need to 
stop trying to hoodwink the public and accept that they are no 
different to any other citizen in britain and many are treated better 
and get more help !!like free solicitors paid for by lotto grants etc 
etc ! And aint many gypsies I have seen with out a brand new 4x4 
and yet you say on poverty line and most own abt 4 horses and a 
trailor and afford to go to all the horse fairs and i cant afford the 
peterol to many that are far away plus i have to work and cant get 
time off !! they also can afford loads of gold chains and crown 
derby so pull the other one !!! the time for dukkering the gorga is 
over mate !! 
* 
CLB2010   10 June 2010 5:22PM   "....We do it every day 
anyway: just our continued existence is an act of civil 
disobedience."  ...and they wonder why they are so unpopular in 
this country.   Eric Pickles, the communities and local government 
secretary, has said he wants to revive elements of the 
Conservative's 1994 Criminal Justice and Public Order Act that 
turns trespass from a civil into a criminal offence. This will mean 
that Travellers who refuse to move from land that is not privately 
owned by them could be arrested by police or forcibly evicted.  
How can anyone possibly object to this?! Its not your land, get off 
it  (and if it is your land, as so many of these stories show this to be 
the case?). Simple as that. Its hardly as if we are making them de 
facto homeless if we refuse to allow them to do so. Most of them 
can afford to rent homes if they choose to, or failing that would be 

 



 

eligible for Housing.  The caption of the photo at the top says it all. 
Green belt land = very hard to get planning permission for, for 
good reasons....playing the race card shouldn't allow you a 
shortcut. 
*InspMarkWatson  10 June 2010 11:47PM 
No one argues against the need to save money in the current 
national financial situation, but the provision of accommodation 
for some of those most in need in society is an area in which 
funding needs to be prioritised. Until suitable, appropriate and 
affordable sites are provided for Gypsies and Travellers, there will 
continue to be a cycle of unauthorised encampments and 
developments, causing disruption and cost to both the settled and 
Travelling communities and benefiting neither. 
                                                                                                                       
© Guardian 
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http://www.scam.com/showthread.php?t=142449 
U.K. Pussies and 'Traveller' Scum 
 09-14-2011, 12:28 PM  
by pwrone   
U.K. Pussies and 'Traveller' Scum 
LOL...what story better shows the pathetic weakness that is the 
U.K.?  Wait, heard about the scores of slaves that were liberated 
from these animals?> No? Another thread, then?  Cue the whining 
and lying. 
  
England’s Welfare Nomads 
by Gavin McInnes    September 09, 2011 
 
I just flew back from England, and boy are my arms tired of the 
way their middle class sees the world—especially when ours is 
headed in the same direction. Their media is currently blabbing on 
and on about Gypsies—sorry, “Irish Travellers” --being kicked off 
a nature preserve called Dale Farm in Essex that they developed 
illegally. These welfare nomads have had ten years of warnings to 

 



 

get their shiz together but as of September 19th, the local council 
has finally said enough is enough and will be using brute force to 
get them out.  The reaction from what England calls its “middle 
class”—a large tent which includes millionaires such as Vanessa 
Redgrave—has been gasping indignance. Redgrave claims the 
Travellers are a “strong, wise, warm, and gentle community.” Her 
brother died defending the Travellers. Well, the stress of speaking 
on their behalf gave him cardiac arrest during a speech, which 
Redgrave blames on his death five years later. Like most of the 
British middle class (or the “media class” as the working class 
calls them), she says she feels very passionately about what’s 
going on and compares the conflict to Hitler’s regime where 
“minorities were destroyed.” She says she’s confident the 
authorities will be pushed back and “humanity will triumph.” 
 
“Everyone who’s dealt with ‘Gypsies’ or the dozen or so different 
tribes affiliated with the word know they’re about as romantic as 
abortion.”  She might be right, at least about the “pushed back” 
part. Hundreds of anarchists and socialists have begun camping out 
on the farm and are prepared to die protecting these wonderful 
people.  But despite the romantic notion of these Irish rovers 
dancing from town to town and clicking castanets, in real life 
we’re talking about scumbags.  I first learned my utopian vision of 
them was bullshiz back in 1993 when I spent some time in Palermo 
and saw toddlers stationed on highway medians covered in soot 
and begging for change. All over Italy, I saw dirt-encrusted 
pickpockets under the age of ten, and few of them had shoes. The 
only time I’ve ever seen adult male Gypsies anywhere in Europe 
has been in bars partying their asses off. One Essex cop told me 
they shut down all pubs in a ten-mile radius of a Gypsy wedding 
because there is inevitably complete chaos if they don’t. The men 
drink all the booze, vandalize the pub, and leave without paying a 
cent. 
 
The Gypsies in Dale Farm are affectionately referred to as Irish 

 



 

Travellers because although they have essentially the same culture 
as the Roma, they are white and talk very differently (see Brad Pitt 
in Snatch). Nobody’s sure why the Irish nomads are so similar to 
their Roma counterparts because it’s been this way for hundreds of 
years. One theory is the redheads met the brunettes at an annual 
horse fair in the northwest of England called Appleby which began 
shortly after Oliver Cromwell’s war against the Irish left so many 
of them wandering aimlessly throughout the countryside in the 
1600s. I personally couldn’t give a shiz exactly where one Gypsy 
culture strays from the other. They all suck and for the exact same 
reasons. The men are king and do nothing but sit on their asses all 
day. The women are barely considered human beings. The children 
rank way below that.  Outside of the children, the primary 
breadwinners in these communities tend to be the women, but 
when they are arrested for their various petty crimes, the kids are 
left with no guardian. Men see looking after kids as beneath them, 
so the police wind up sending the poor bastards to foster care. It’s 
not unusual for Gypsy women to use foster care itself as a hustle. 
They play victim, but their entire income is based on scamming 
innocent victims. 
 
The ones in Dale Farm who will be facing the police on the 19th 
(along with an army of volunteer soldiers) embody many things the 
left purports to hate. The examples of environmental destruction, 
misogyny, homophobia, and child abuse rival extremist Islam. A 
great behind-the-scenes book about it is Gypsy Boy by Mikey 
Walsh. It’s the true story of a Romanian Gypsy who grew up 
getting the shiz kicked out of him every day by his bare-knuckled 
boxing coach/dad and then getting raped every night by his uncle. 
When Walsh realized he was gay he was forced to leave the group 
because Gypsies tend to agree with Ahmadinejad when it comes to 
homosexuality in their community—it does not exist. Like most 
sane people, this makes me want to puke. I don’t care how quaint 
you are. If you’re intolerant, I don’t tolerate you  (He doesn’t sound 
very tolerant about nomadic peoples). 

 



 

 
In Dale Farm, they bought greenbelt land under the auspices of 
preserving it but quickly bulldozed it to make way for prefab 
homes and trailers. They live among heaps of garbage and terrorize 
anyone who tries to stop their war on the countryside. They claim 
they are victims left with no choice, but Wales and Scotland are 
rife with land. shiz, the government claims there are 738,414 
unoccupied homes in Britain. Network Rail alone is sitting on 
thousands of acres of unused land. Unfortunately, none of it is as 
close to London as Dale Farm, which is about half an hour due 
west of downtown. The media class keeps telling us about the 
horrible shortage of affordable housing in that area, but there’s a 
shortage of affordable housing in Beverly Hills, too. It doesn’t 
mean dolts on the dole have the right to bulldoze the parks and set 
up a litter factory.  
 
Americans should care about this a-holes v. losers war because 
we’re acting like the losers. When France bans the burqa, the 
American left tells us we’re just as bad because we force women to 
wear high heels. When we tell them about African Muslims 
practicing female genital mutilation we’re reminded that we 
circumcise boys. When we tell them gays are murdered in Iran 
they assume it’s a fake fact made up by Fox News. When we tell 
them 25% of the world’s Muslims (a mere 370 million of them) 
think suicide bombing is “sometimes or often justified,” they 
change course and say, “So what? We wage wars.” Even as the 
Twin Towers fell, millions of Americans denied Muslim culpability 
and said it was a secret trick played by rich white men.  I’d like to 
think New Yorkers would start kicking ass and taking names if 
some meandering Iranians tried to bulldoze Central Park. It seems 
hard to imagine America could be as weak as the Brits. Support for 
the Irish Travellers is virtually endless there, and the opposition 
seems confined to carefully worded OpEds in the Daily Mail. One 
pathetic headline pleaded, “Travellers invaded my village a year 
ago—and it’s sheer hell. Don’t tell me they’re the victims” and 

 



 

contained the following cringefest:  “When I was giving evidence 
at a recent public inquiry into the site, I broke down in tears, such 
was the stress I have been feeling over these long months. 
Inevitably, this led to a series of cruel, mocking calls from the 
travellers.”  A slightly braver response was the guy who parked his 
van on the town hall steps the way the Travellers planted 
themselves in his neighborhood, but that’s about as “Born Free” as 
they get. You don’t see a lot of “We Don’t Call 911” signs in the 
UK.  Which is the problem. Britain has raised a generation of 
citizens who have, to quote Milton Friedman, a “childlike 
dependence” on the government. They don’t put sugar in the 
bulldozer’s tank or form a posse to chase trespassers off the land. 
They call the council and get a solicitor to send a notice to the 
barrister. They defend themselves by writing letters asking the 
government for help, and if that doesn’t work they go to a meeting 
and cry.  It’s still hard to picture an American doing that, thank 
God. 
 
COMMENTS 
09-14-2011, 12:54 PM thistle   So presumably you would like to 
see the people in Essex forceably evict the people on Dale Farm? 
That seems to be the inference. Oh, that and "stoopid brits, dont be 
like them, vote Republican!" or something.  The author is an 
ignorant twat btw. He talks of "Gypsies—sorry, “Irish 
Travellers”―being kicked off a nature preserve called Dale Farm 
in Essex that they developed illegally."  But they legally OWN the 
land they developed as a traveller site. The problem is that they 
then expanded - illegally - into unused land they didn’t own.  
(According to the news articles that follow, they DID purchase the 
adjacent land but were denied planning permission for it) They are 
not being evicted from the whole site, they are being evicted from 
the part they don’t own, the 60 of the 100 homes that they don’t 
have planning permission for.  And the Irish travellers in England 
really have beep all to do with, or similarlity to, the Romani 
travellers in Italy, as the author tries to suggest by bringing up dirty 

 



 

toddlers at the side of the street.     
* 
09-14-2011, 01:07 PM  lexx    this article does however bring up 
the lifestyle and demeanor of what have become or were 
"GYPSIES"!? did they develop into this breed because of "the 
monsters are due on maple street" effect!? does this jibe with what 
are called "fringe dwellers" of society!?        
* 
 09-14-2011, 01:21 PM willyjoe   Pwoo’s very interested in being 
ruler of planet earth and can’t quite understand why all will not 
cheerfully do his bidding. You Euro’s are particularly problematic. 
* 
09-14-2011, 01:27 PM  pwrone   It really is more about the 
pussification of the U.K. and Europe as personified by...well...you 
know who.  The crushing, dehumanizing effects of Political 
Correctness as imposed by...well...you know who.  
* 
 09-14-2011, 01:33 PM  willyjoe    When I want to catch up on 
current events and the situation on the ground in Europe, I turn to 
dysfunctional myopic inbred american fascist peckerwood 
rednecks who have never lived there. 
                                                                                                                          
© scam.com 
***************************************************** 
 
http://www.vice.com/read/gypsy-paradise-lost-0000047-v18n11 
                              The War at Dale Farm 
 
Richard Sheridan’s battered white Ford van pulls up outside the 
train station in Wickford, a suburb of London. With newspapers 
and empty potato chip bags covering its dash, it looks out of place 
against the ranks of shiny cabs and rows of identical homes. 
Richard is 37 but looks older, his barrel chest squeezed into a 
striped blue t-shirt and his stained blue jeans hanging well below 
his waistline. He stoops into the drizzle and shuffles to open the 

 



 

back doors, muttering something in a thick Irish accent. It’s 
gibberish to me, but I understand when he motions for me to get in 
the van. I close the doors and lose my footing as he pulls away, 
falling onto some broken furniture, squinting to recognize the faces 
of the other crouched figures who surround me in the dark. 
 
We’re told to keep silent and out of sight as we pass a series of 
police roadblocks. I sneak a look between the headrests of the front 
seats as we approach Dale Farm near Basildon, Essex, the largest 
illegal Gypsy residence in Europe, and soon to be the site of a 
chaotic and unmanageable mass eviction. The long-standing 
tenants of Dale Farm, Gypsies of Irish descent, are considered a 
racial minority in the UK. They live in modern caravans towed 
behind cars and trucks, camping wherever they can—at the sides 
of roads, other people’s fields, or on common land. Each time they 
decide to settle down somewhere and set up camp, local 
townspeople and police immediately start pressuring them to leave. 
Some say the shy and guarded community is used as a convenient 
scapegoat for petty societal ills. Others view them as freeloading 
pickpockets who need to get haircuts and real jobs. But one thing 
that is certain is the communities’ unwavering commitment to one 
another. 
 
About ten years ago, a group of Gypsies abandoned their portable 
caravans and established semi-permanent dwellings at Dale Farm 
(it had already been established as a popular nomad rest stop 
decades earlier). Buying land and burrowing deep into the English 
countryside, they left their nomadic life behind, withdrawing from 
a society intolerant of their heritage and escaping unwelcome 
glances and police visits.  In the council buildings of Basildon, 
there was concern that the development of the farm was carried out 
without official approval. In the UK, local councils must grant 
planning permission before any new structure is erected, mostly as 
a measure to guard against overcrowding and unsafe living 
conditions. If the owner defies the council by building a structure 

 



 

without permission, the authorities will seize and demolish it. 
Despite humanitarian concerns and legal and labor costs, Basildon 
Council argues that the long-standing refusal to abide by this law 
makes all residents of Dale Farm candidates for eviction. By the 
end, the operation could cost approximately $28.5 million of 
taxpayers’ money. Tony Ball, leader of Basildon Council, argues 
that there must be consistency within the law, and everyone must 
abide by the same rules. Of course, the Gypsies disagree.  “When 
we bought this place, the government was encouraging Traveler 
families to buy land and settle,” says Patrick James Joyce, an Irish 
Traveler who moved his family to Dale Farm a decade ago. 
Without planning permission, the Travelers are only permitted to 
live 28 days a year per site in their caravans, whether or not they 
own the land. The council has attempted to create alternative living 
arrangements for the 86 families threatened by eviction—often in 
cramped apartment blocks, in cities and isolated from the rest of 
their community—but these have been refused by the Travelers as 
culturally unacceptable.  More than a decade of complicated and 
convoluted legal proceedings came to a head in September, when 
local authorities began eviction proceedings. The Gypsies were 
able to delay expulsion via legal maneuvering, but by late 
September, when I arrive, Dale Farm is threatening to erupt in 
violence. 
 
Our van bounces and jolts over the potholed tarmac of a single 
lane. News reporters and television vans are lined up on the 
sidewalk. The normally quiet fields surrounding the farm are now 
sprawling fenced enclosures housing bailiffs poised to enter family 
homes by force. Heavy-duty metal sheets laid over pasture support 
bulldozers and diggers. Portable toilets stand in rows, and men in 
hard hats and high-visibility jackets check the perimeter, itching 
for action. The end of the lane is blocked by a giant wooden gate 
set underneath soaring ramparts made of metal poles, tarpaulin, old 
tires, and razor wire. These utilitarian extensions clash against the 
decorative domestic walls of Dale Farm. Scaffold poles are piled 

 



 

over patterned terra-cotta brick, a cross between a construction 
site, medieval castle, and Mad Max stronghold. 
 
Photographs of children who will undoubtedly become homeless if 
evicted are fastened to the outside of the battlements, their faces 
appealing to the outside world. Above, on the ramparts, figures 
wait, their identities obscured by masks and scarves. Someone 
taunts onlookers: “We’ve got rocks up here. I hope you brought a 
hat.” When we pull up, Richard Sheridan, in his white van, is 
recognized as the president of the Gypsy Council, and the gates 
swing open. 
 
The farm has changed significantly in the last decade. “The whole 
place was a wasteland [when we moved here]. It was being used as 
a scrapyard for old cars,” Patrick says. The land was bought by ten 
families, including Patrick’s, who were searching for a permanent 
home and respite from the constant pressure to vacate campsites. It 
was a place where they could grow vegetables and preserve their 
cultural heritage. Over time they laid roads, built dwellings, and 
enrolled their children in local schools. Dale Farm thrived, its 
population surpassing 400 by 2007. 
 
Jane Nield  
sad sad story! I used to enjoy the gypsies coming by selling stuff 
she I was a little girl in england. They have such a strong history 
and heritage. it would be tragic if lost. leave them alone they are 
harming nobody! I have a gypsy heart, my great grandma had a 
gypsy heart and wisdom too! 
 
                                                                                                                            
© Spike Johnson                                                                                                                                                                                                                
***************************************************** 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1365816/Essex-travellers-
facing-eviction-threaten-Big-Fat-Gypsy-War-
authorities.html#ixzz1XxnZHVrx   
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Essex travellers facing eviction threaten  Big Fat Gypsy War  
 
Irish travellers in Essex have vowed a Big Fat Gypsy war on the 
authorities if plans to bulldoze the UK's biggest illegal traveller 
site are given the go-ahead tomorrow. More than 1000 could be 
made homeless in an eviction operation that could take around 
eight weeks and cost £18million. But under-siege travellers in Dale 
Farm, Basildon, where part of TV hit Big Fat Gypsy Weddings was 
filmed, have threatened to cling on to their scrap of land at all 
costs, using weapons if they have to.  Families have already 
erected barbed wire fences and are stockpiling planks, rubble and 
tires to build barricades.  And police fear that travellers could be 
joined by anarchist protesters itching for a fight with the police.  
One 58-year-old Dale Farm resident, quoted in the Travellers' 
Times and named only as Nora, said: 'We've things up our sleeves. 
It will be like Belfast if they come in here, they haven't a clue what 
they are up against.'  The planned eviction is the culmination of a 
ten-year planning battle between the Dale Farm travellers and 
Basildon Council. The site, close to the village of Crays Hill, has 
been home to Irish travellers since the Seventies and around 600 
live there legally on bought land.  Those facing eviction are on an 
illegal extension to the site thrown up ten years ago on an old scrap 
yard.  Families moved on to the annex in 2001 and turned it into a 
makeshift camp, laying tarmac over the grass and filling the site 
with mobile and prefab homes, caravans and hardcore. Travellers 
purchased the land soon after, but planning permission for the site 
was never granted. Villagers from Crays Hill, who are now 
outnumbered by the travellers on the camp, have said they felt like 
they lived in a 'cursed village' and had put up with years of 
intimidation and abuse from people living on the site. 
 
Now, after a High Court battle, Basildon Council is ready to serve 
a 28-day eviction notice on the travellers. At a  meeting tomorrow 
councillors are set to rubber-stamp the decision and set aside 
£8million for the eviction and subsequent restoration of the site. It 

 



 

is understood that Essex Police has also asked the Home Office for 
£10million to cover the cost of maintaining order, but a spokesman 
for the force would not confirm or deny the figure. 
 
Richard Sheridan, president of the Gypsy Council and a Dale Farm 
resident, told the MailOnline that families forced from the site will 
turn vagrant, parking their caravans wherever they can find space 
for the night.  'They are going to travel from John O'Groats to 
Land's End. They are going to go to any place they can put up a 
pitch,' he said. 'We're travellers so we don't mind going from pillar 
to post.'  Mr Sheridan estimates that travellers staying on the road 
will cost the government £200million over the next ten years. He 
added: 'If something like this happened in Zimbabwe it would be 
on every front page of every newspaper. It's ethnic cleansing.' 
 
Basildon Council has a duty to rehouse those made homeless by 
the eviction and is understood to have ring-fenced a further 
£1million for this, but travellers are unlikely to take them up on the 
offer. '[The council] have offered accommodation but the 
accommodation was not acceptable,' said Mr Sheridan. 'Bricks and 
mortar just aren't our culture.' However, it has been revealed that at 
least a dozen Dale Farm families may have access to legal pitches 
on another site.  Despite families fighting to stay at the 
controversial camp claiming they have nowhere else to go, council 
papers show that at least 12 of the families already have 
permission to live on pitches at Smithy Fen camp, near Cambridge.  
South Cambridge Council, which controls Smithy Fen, launched 
an investigation to discover who owned six empty pitches and 
whether they could be used by other travellers.  A report for South 
Cambridgeshire Council said: 'It was learned that all of the 
unoccupied but consented pitches were controlled by occupiers of 
the Dale Farm site (in Crays Hill).  'For Dale Farm occupiers, their 
preference is to remain at Dale Farm But the authorised pitches at 
Smithy Fen are unsurprisingly regarded as a fall-back, or 
contingence [sic], if they are forced away from Basildon.' Len 

 



 

Gridley, who lives next to the Dale Farm site, was angry about the 
revelation but not surprised. 
  
He said: 'It's disgusting. Those 12 families should do us all a 
favour and move back to Smithy Fen.   'They have made 
themselves homeless by leaving legal pitches and moving onto an 
illegal site. How many more of the families there have got pieces 
of land, second homes or have left legal pitches?'  He added that 
the travellers should be made to pay for the expensive eviction. 
'They plead poverty but they are driving around in brand new 
motors, they should have their assets seized to pay for the eviction.  
'The people behind this, the ones with the money and the brains, 
don't live on the site. They have moved all their the poorest 
families there to fight the case for them because they know if they 
sites become legal they will make money on it. It's those people the 
council should be going after too.'  Mr Sheridan denied the 
allegations. 
 
      EUROPEAN ALLIES JOIN BATTLE FOR DALE FARM 
The travellers at Dale Farm may have an EU ally to help them in 
their fight to resist eviction.  Last week a delegation from the 
Council of Europe's Advisory Committee on the Framework 
Convention for the Protection of National Minorities visited the 
site while gathering evidence to assess whether ethnic minorities in 
Britain suffer from discrimination or inequality.  The four-strong 
delegation spent more than an hour meeting Dale Farm families 
and listening to their side of the story.  But residents of the nearby 
village of Crays Hill complained that the monitors made no 
attempt to speak to them. The local parish council was not invited 
to submit evidence about the problems caused by the travellers and 
a planned meeting with Basildon Council had to be abandoned 
after the delegation arrived late.  David McPherson-Davis, a 
member of Ramsden Crays parish council, told the Sunday 
Telegraph: 'The people who have lived here their whole lives have 
been denied the opportunity to tell the Council of Europe 

 



 

delegation what impact the illegal settlement has had on them.  'It's 
completely unfair for the delegation to only hear one side of the 
story. It's as if they've come here with a closed mind.'  The 
advisory committee has previously issued reports that accuse 
Britain of doing too little to help asylum seekers, migrant workers, 
the Cornish, and speakers of the Ulster-Scots language.  In its last 
report on Britain, published in 2007, the advisory committee 
blamed the problem of illegal traveller camps on the failure by 
councils to provide enough authorised sites.  They also reported 
'hostility among some people within the local population' towards 
travellers. 
 
COMMENTS 
It is the same for anybody who builds illegally - you have your 
building knocked down and are forced to move. It's picking on the 
travelers, just upholding the law!  
- Rob, Thurlby, Lincolnshire, 14/3/2011 4:52 
* 
This interfering European Minorities commission should invite 
these people to live in a field next to them.  - Roy, Southend, UK, 
14/3/2011 4:46 
* 
It seems strange that these 'travellers' have such an aversion to 
travelling. Could it be that the people living permanently on the 
Dale Farm site want to reap the benefits of calling themselves 
'travellers' while avoiding the inconveniences of living a nomadic 
lifestyle? Just move them on, and if they won't go peacefully, arrest 
them.  - Matthew, Warrington, 14/3/2011 4:36 
* 
Not a good idea for Daily Mail to name the resident next to Dale 
farm Mr Len Gridley!! I wonder if he will get abuse for speaking 
to press! I think its irresponsible of Daily Mail to name him!!! 
- Janette Barrington, manchester, 14/3/2011 4:20 
* 
What's the odds this aint gonna happen? - stud muffin, Hemel 

 



 

Hempstead, 14/3/2011 4:20 
* 
I think they are missing the point about travelling. Arent travellers 
supposed to travel?! 
- Bea, Roundabout land, 14/3/2011 4:20 
* 
Travellers can’t be classed as homeless.   - martin, kent, 14/3/2011 
4:10 
* 
Make living on someone else's property, land, or having no 
planning permission a criminal offence.    - Out of EU, London 
UK, 14/3/2011 3:56 
 
Dale farm is about 2 miles away from me and I would say I can't 
wait for them to go. Unfortunately they are now setting up behind 
the tractor plant on Cranes Farm Road, illegally on football pitches 
which is only 1 mile away from me. Now they are closer I am 
scared to leave my car outside my house.   - Krissi C, Basildon 
UK, 14/3/2011 3:42 
* 
Hold on one moment - these are IRISH travellers so why do we 
have to pay for them. If they don't like it let them go back to 
Ireland.   - Karl, Folkestone, Kent, 14/3/2011 3:30 
* 
i find it funny how they say they say they are travellers and are 
used to going all over yet they are fighting to stay in one place   - 
mark, barnsley, 14/3/2011 3:20 
* 
Youre travellers. So travel  - Robert, Croydon, 14/3/2011 3:15 
* 
I would love to be `homeless` as this seems to mean paying no 
taxes of any kind and being able to secure benefits whilst driving a 
flash brand new car.!! - RESULT 
- Shirley, Liverpool, 14/3/2011 3:11 
* 

 



 

You can't keep referring to these people as travellers, they no 
longer travel anywhere. They have put down the foundations of 
tarmac and outbuildings, which implies they mean to stay. Fine 
them for illegal building works tear down then move them on. - 
Steve, York, UK, 14/3/2011 3:09 
* 
Why does the council have to rehouse these people? They should 
just do what their name implies - travel. Preferably back to Ireland.     
Carolyn, Isle of Man, 14/3/2011 3:00 
* 
Its nice to see the Travellers are clean and tidy wherever they 
live.....NOT 
- I. Ronic, Bognor, 14/3/2011 2:49 
* 
Richard Sheridan, president of the Gypsy Council and a Dale Farm 
resident, told the MailOnline that families forced from the site will 
turn vagrant, parking their caravans wherever they can find space 
for the night............... ..............isn't that what travellers do - hence 
the name.........! 
- Snoopy, Barnsley, S.Yorks., 14/3/2011 2:37 
* 
If they want to fight let them, don't send the police in though, send 
in the army, let's see how they stand up when they're facing assault 
rifles and grenades instead of riot shields and truncheons 
- Dave, Birmingham, 14/3/2011 2:36 
* 
The article has hit the nail on the head! "Police fear travellers...."! 
The police are now so 'risk averse' that they almost fear their own 
shadow. Years ago, in Sussex, illegal 'travellers' settled on a 
farmers field and created mess and nuisance for the local 
population. But would the police intervene? Why is it that our 
government is so backward in passing legislation to stop this 
illegal trespass so that it can be nipped in the bud before these 
undesirables are able to bring in tarmac & fencing etc etc? If 
forced off land BEFORE they can become well established it 

 



 

would make life better, (& less costly in legal fees) for everyone.  - 
peter, sutton, England, 14/3/2011 2:19 
* 
Many commentators are under the impression that these people are 
gypsies. They are not, they are Irish travellers or tinkers as we used 
to call them. Real Romanies will have nothing to do with them and 
certainly wouldn't stay on the same site. These irish travellers 
should be sent back home to break the Irish planning laws because 
we should not stand for it. Move them right away. The people in 
the village have already been punished far, far too long. 
- The real and original Mr Grumpy, Grumpyville, 14/3/2011 
2:05 
* 
It's not ethnic cleansing, no-one is slaughering them, just 
upholding the law! They won't be homeless they have caravans. 
They will travel, what is the problem with that for people who call 
themselves travellers. They have to understand that today's society 
cannot support those who live outside of the law supported by 
taxpayers. If they wish to live outside of mainstream society they 
must also give up the rights associated with that society not hide 
behind them free of charge when it suits them. I understand that 
there is a need for builders etc in Poland at the moment as so many 
are here, nice big country suitable for extensive travelling....  
- AJ, Bracknell, 14/3/2011  
* 
They're travellers, aren't they? So travel! Anywhere but preferably 
back to Ireland. I'd love to see their census returns, by the way!  - 
Disillusioned, Local Governmentshire, 14/3/2011 1:56 
* 
Just get on with it - Prescott is to blame for the delay. 
- fountainvidfountain, Wickford essex, 14/3/2011 1:49 
* 
No need to wonder too hard how members of the Council of 
Europe delegation would feel if they themselves had to live next to 
one of these sites.  - john f.   ipswich, england., 14/3/2011 1:47 

 



 

* 
What is this rehousing rubbish, they are travellars, they don't live 
in permanent housing so why is the council puting money aside for 
them for?  - bernie, romford,essex, 14/3/2011 1:46 
* 
'There is one simple reason Irish travellers are here. It's because 
Irish law makes trespass a criminal offence, whereas here it's a 
civil offence. Any person who camps on land that doesn't belong to 
them or camps without planning permission, has their car, caravan, 
or motor home impounded until they pay the fine, repeat offences 
and it's jail. That's all Cameron has to do. Make trespass a criminal 
offence.' Just want to point this out to you - there are tons of irish 
travellers here, in ireland, and they have no regard for the laws. 
they camp everywhere and it takes a long time to get them off the 
land. the gardai can't move them, so it has to be an injunction and 
this can take weeks or months.  -  
dublinlass, dublin, 14/3/2011 1:46 
* 
Why should the police evict them, it is the councillors who let the 
situation develop now for once in their lives let them face the 
music and do their own dirty work, after after all they get paid 
enough. they are brave when it comes to cutting the jobs of honest 
working folk, who they know will not retaliate.   
- F.J.D.  Norfolk, 14/3/2011 1:38 
* 
In Ireland, Irish law makes trespass a criminal offence, whereas 
here it's a civil offence. Travellers in Ireland (Tinkers) just cannot 
get away with the kind of things our stupid society allows them to 
get away with. Any person who camps on land that doesn't belong 
to them or camps without planning permission, has their car, 
caravan, or motor home impounded until they pay the fine, repeat 
offences and it's jail. That's all our Coalition has to do, make 
trespass a of this type a criminal offence. As for the EU, they 
should mind their own business. As for traveller sites traveller 
sites, why should we tax payers, NI payers, Council tax payers 

 



 

subsidise their way of life, one can understan why the Irish don't 
want them back.   - Stan Bullock, Lincoln, UK, 14/3/2011 1:35 
* 
Forget sending in the police . Send in the councill officers . We all 
need a good laugh . - LJA, SKYE Scotland, 14/3/2011 01:18 The 
council officers will probably have more powers.................Sorry, 
it's a civil matter!!!!!!   - Matt, Germany, 14/3/2011 1:31 
* 
will anyone prosecute these travellers for not filling in there census 
forms as i have just recieved mine in i am warned it is by law that i 
fill mine in i watch this istue with interest as they will not obey the 
law like BRITISH SUBJECTS HAVE TO.   
- ted, gosport hants, 14/3/2011 1:30 
* 
If they are travellers why do they have a fixed site at all, surely if 
they claim to be travellers they should be on the move all the time. 
Sounds like they just want what is best for them & s*d everyone 
else. You can't go into any area now days without seing somewhere 
travellers have left mess & piles of rubbish. Yet claim we are 
victimising them, they bring it on themselves. If they had a bit 
more thought for others these people might get a bit more respect. 
- Steve, Essex, England, 14/3/2011 1:10 
* 
Just get on and evict these parasites. How many are claiming 
illegal benefits? Get back to Ireland and see if you can trespass 
there. The English laws need to be changed to make trespass a 
criminal offence   - Geoff Fuller, Devon, 14/3/2011 1:05 
* 
'We're travellers so we don't mind going from pillar to post.' 
Goodbye then.  - Dave, Romford, UK, 14/3/2011 0:43 
* 
You need to look at how this was allowed to develop in the first 
place. Perhaps the person who owned the land at Dale Farm was 
like me where he bought the land in 1980 for an enormous sum 
BEFORE it was put in the Green Belt, then three years later it was 

 



 

put in without my knowledge or consent which virtually makes the 
land worthless. So when he wanted to sell it, who does he sell it to. 
The highest Bidder. Perhaps limited building should be allowed in 
the Green Belt, this land at Dale Farm looks to be perfectly 
suitable for a limited housing development, but in the 1980's, 
anything without buildings was plonked in the Green Belt without 
telling the owners, as a landowner you did not know about what 
they were planning then you could not object. However I believe 
that the Green Belt should be "Rolled Back" by half a mile per 10 
years, that way it would take 100 years to lose 5 miles. So release 
some Green Belt for housing and the Travellers will continue to 
Travel.   - Farmer Jim, Green Belt & Braces, 14/3/2011 0:37 
* 
They will turn to drifting across the country,isn`t thats what 
travellers are supposed to do. 
- norman miles, Zhuhai. China, 14/3/2011 0:27 
* 
We need one law for all, if the law states they are acting illegally 
then they should be dealt with just as the council and police would 
jump all over us if we broke the law. Simply because they are 
travellers should not matter, but the political correct state will no 
doubt find they are being discriminated against.     
- Vinny, Gosport, 14/3/2011 0:21 
* 
Oh for goodness sake Susan they haven't even begun to evict them 
yet so why start on the police bashing already, get a grip. In 
relation to this story however then I hope the Council, (it's not a 
Police decision), have the balls to go through with the decision to 
evict them. The attitude they've shown is hardly dignified and 
evidences a complete disrespect for the law. If we allow these 
people to win through their use of force then what message does 
that send to other people committing offences, hey as long as 
there's enough of you and you're all prepared to fight you'll be 
above the law. Dangerous precedent to set.     
- Jen, Winchester, 13/3/2011 23:44 

 



 

* 
Homeless? They are supposedly TRAVELLERS. Wherever they 
are is home. Gimme a break - this is a joke. And we pay for it.   - 
Trevor Lurzarvur Minn, London, 13/3/2011 23:22 
* 
can anyone become a gypsy, could i live on a gypsy site would it 
be cheaper than renting a grubby old flat?     
- anna, surbiton, 13/3/2011 21:42 
* 
@steve, hartlepool  Well you have never lived within a few miles 
of them obviously, have you Steve ? I feel really sorry for the 
locals in this situation that's not of their making, the police won't 
go to these sites without a big backup under normal conditions, so 
god help them when they have to move them on...........................- 
Art, Biñan City, Philippines (never snows here), 13/3/2011  
* 
It worries me, they may move into council offices. Oh dear ! - 
mick blair, thailand, 13/3/2011  
* 
eviction is not the answer, that just moves the problem on to some 
other poor sods back yard, something more permanent needs to be 
done, any suggestions? - solution, london, 13/3/2011 
* 
18 million for eviction ,why not use the cash to rehouse them. - 
chris, malaysia, 13/3/2011 19:15 
* 
Apologies for my complete ignorance on the matter, but, after 
reading this article, I conclude that if the travellers kept themselves 
to themselves, surely everyone could live in peace together. Why is 
it in their culture to intimidate Villagers nearby? I do not 
understand.. - Apache, London, UK, 13/3/2011 20:19 Your 
complete ignorance is understandable. But why dont you move 
down and live next door to them, then youl see why it IS IN their 
culture to intimidate any one who comes within 10 miles of them.  
- john, London, 13/3/2011 18:33 

 



 

* 
Romanies originally came from Romania, n'est pas? Now all the 
East Europeans have headed this way, surely there is plenty of 
room in Romania.   - Dragonhead, Dalian,China, 13/3/2011 18:33 
* 
Forget sending in the police . Send in the councill officers . We all 
need a good laugh .  - LJA, SKYE Scotland, 13/3/2011 18:18 
* 
They are not travellers as they don`t travel. Action should have 
been taken long ago. 
- steve, bradford yorkshire, 13/3/2011 17:10 
* 
Marvellous, some European committee comes down and after just 
a few hours of purely one sided research will make their 
judgement. Funny how they have not bothered to consult the 
council and the local parishioners. I wonder why that is?   
- Dave, West Country, 13/3/2011 17:10 
* 
If you think about it this is all caused by the easy flow of the Irish 
into the UK and our tolerance of this behaviour in contrast to the 
attitude in Ireland where action against these people is quick and 
harsh. It all adds upto a need to leave the EU but that cowardly 
over educated PM will not give us a referendum as he might not be 
able to keep us in it. If these people use weaponry of any sort 
against the police then the so;ution is to send in the PARA's to sort 
them out.  - David, North Yorks, 13/3/2011 17:09 
* 
There is one simple reason Irish travellers are here. It's because 
Irish law makes trespass a criminal offence, whereas here it's a 
civil offence. Any person who camps on land that doesn't belong to 
them or camps without planning permission, has their car, caravan, 
or motor home impounded until they pay the fine, repeat offences 
and it's jail. That's all Cameron has to do. Make trespass a criminal 
offence.   - Susanna Smith, UK, 13/3/2011 17:02 
* 

 



 

How can travellers be made Homeless??????????????? I do not get 
it  Dick Eye, Kent, 13/3/2011  
* 
If I want to build a permanant building I need planning permission, 
and so do these travellers. It has bee refused by the local authority 
so they should meve on. It's very simple. After all, they are 
travellers - please do NOT call them gypsies, they are no more 
gypsies than I am. Travellers should do just that, travel, not settle 
down on permanent sites. They have no sympathy from me. The 
people I feel sorry for are the law abiding villagers whose lives are 
being made a misery.  - Nicky, UK, 13/3/2011 16:49 
* 
The only way to deal with a lawless, feral bunch of illiterate 
vagabonds and thieves like these is to cut off their Social Security 
benefits. The thought of actually working for a living and abiding 
by the Law of the land would resolve the problem damn quick.  
 Kandy, Glasgow, Scotland, 13/3/2011 16:43 
* 
They could all move back to Ireland!!! What are they doing over 
here anyway, someone please explain If they behaved like normal 
people, kept their surroundings clean and tidy etc. they may be 
more acceptable.  - Jack, London, 13/3/2011 16:37 
* 
Thank God we don't have Gypsy's in Australia. This sort of thing is 
completely foreign to us. Having seen them camp on the side of 
the road both in the UK and France is a talking point here. This 
just would not be allowed in Australia to just take over land and set 
up camp and live in the normal manner. The UK are are too easy in 
those things.  
- Dr Malcolm, Victoria Australia, 13/3/2011 16:20 
* 
It is not just eviction that is required but PERMANENT 
DEPORTATION of these verminous scum back to the Irish 
Republic. For years successive Councils around the UK have just 
given in to them while Social Services queue up to pay them every 

 



 

benefit going. And that is how they live - by sponging off the state 
and CRIME whilst being ludicrously allowed to build permanent 
homes in spite of their claimed 'traveler' status. Best of luck 
Basildon - but don't just push the problem elsewhere!    
- Mike, London, 13/3/2011 16:13 
* 
As I am half Irish and know the Irish people cannot stand the 
'tinkers' (as they call them); I watched "My Big Fat Gypsy 
Wedding" with interest to see if they were right to dislike them so 
intensely. I found them to be, on the whole, nice people - although 
the men were chauvinists of the worst kind. But, by the end of the 
series, I could understand why the Irish people would never 
welcome these travellers back to their shores. They are completely 
impervious to the law of the land; as well as its income tax, NI, 
council and other taxes. They will not accept they are part of 
mainstream society and think they are above the law; so they must 
be shown this is not the case. If they react with violence then they 
must be arrested and charged. Certainly this would be the case in 
Ireland. Europe's minorities committee should mind it's own 
business too; what would they do with criminal activity in their 
own countries, just ignore it? I doubt it. So why try to force us to 
do so?  - Trouble, Staffordshire, Midlands, 13/3/2011 16:12 
* 
SO - where is the police force when it comes to keeping the peace - 
oh right, hiding out in their cars or their little TV monitor rooms, 
where they don't have to put up with an confrontations... unless of 
course it's with a hapless motorist who can't fight back.. 
- Susan, London UK, 13/3/2011 16:09 
* 
Just send in an Inspector from Inland Revenue - they'll soon 
disappear!- Simon Jeffreis, Leeds, 13/3/2011 16:07 
* 
They claim they want to stay in order to allow their children to go 
to school and get an education - admirable - that is what most of 
the population of the UK want which is why we don't 'travel 

 



 

around' but stay put and pay taxes to fund the education and health 
system they enjoy. They seem to want the best of both worlds - 
everything on a plate but without any contribution to society - I am 
completely supportive of my taxes being spent on people in need 
but these people are able bodied people who could work and 
support those less fortunate. I am sick and tired of being ripped off, 
our system is one of the best in the world but it is destroyed by 
flagrant abuse again and again. Anyway, how can they call 
themselves travellers when they have stayed put in a foreign 
country on one site for 10 years!   - Barbara, Essex, 13/3/2011 
16:06 
* 
Too many people in the UK!   - Gone with the wind, Antipodes, 
13/3/2011 16:06 
* 
Forced off: Gypsy Council president Richard Sheridan says evicted 
families will turn to drifting across the country And? That's what 
travellers do isn't it? That's why they're called travellers. 
- kate, FWI, 13/3/2011 15:54 
* 
They have occupied this site illegally, made alterations without 
planning consent, and have stayed there for 10 years. What right 
do they have to threaten a legal decison (if it is made) with force ? 
The fact that it will cost us, the taxpayers, £8 million to enforce the 
eviction is a disgrace 
- TerryM, Newport Pagnell, 13/3/2011 15:47 
* 
What a bigoted lot of people amongst the DM readers, proud of 
yourselves I'm sure, these people are your fellow human Beings.   - 
Mickel, Birmingham, UK, 13/3/2011 15:32 
* 
In Ireland, trespassing is a criminal offence and it's a civil offence 
in the UK. Ireland changed their law a few years back. In Ireland, 
private property rights are enshrined in the constitution, the UK 
has no written constitution. Sorry to say but lax laws has made the 

 



 

UK an easy target. Copy Ireland, make all this a criminal offence.  
- Mike, Dublin, 13/3/2011 15:21 
* 
Can someone with a mobile home and who calls himself a traveller 
be considered to be homeless, unless by a twisted 'Uman-Rytes 
zealot/jobsworth definition? Serve the evacuation notice, let them 
leave but not back in! Cut off all council services. End. (The police 
could check for MOT/Road Fund/ insurance, etc., but they wont 
because the Association of Chief Constables might advise against 
this as racist).  - zugbach, temp ex pat - uk voter and tax payer -, 
13/3/2011  
* 
Obviously these people are harmless . Free spirits ..what's the harm 
in that ? Obviously there are a lot of people out there jealous of 
their lifestyle . Obviously they are to be congratulated on keeping 
their traditions and beliefs alive . Obviously the rest of us could 
learn a lot from them . Good luck to them i wish them every 
success wherever they are..free loving , free living & spiritual 
people ...obviously .    - david love, kensington, 13/3/2011 15:04 
* 
send in social services/inland revenue/council tax folk/ watch the 
exodus! - Albert, Warwickshire, 13/3/2011 14:49 
* 
' have threatened to cling on to their scrap of land at all costs, using 
weapons if they have to... We?ve things up our sleeves. It will be 
like Belfast if they come in here, they haven?t a clue what they are 
up against.' - So it's war now is it? 'Mr Sheridan estimates that 
travellers staying on the road will cost the government £200million 
over the next ten years' - . We've tried providing permanent sites 
and being nice, but they persist with their beligerant, criminal and 
anti-social ways. Enough.   
- Cynic, Dyed in the Wool, 13/3/2011 14:40 
* 
The Republic of Ireland, changed the Trespass law from Civil to 
Criminal, thats why they all turned up here.   

 



 

- Keith, Bournemouth, 13/3/2011 14:38 
* 
They want to stay, then let them, give them what they want, an 
address. To make life more comfortable for them, prevent more 
arrivals. Start charging council tax and income tax, registration and 
Insurance of all vehicles. No benefits if they are earning. They 
can't claim human rights as they are no longer travellers, if they 
travel they are not allowed back in. They can't have it both ways, 
travellers or not. Why should the rest of the population pay for 
them so they don't have to.   
- Arkley Barnet, Still Here, 13/3/2011 14:38 
* 
Seen a village being graced by Irish Travellers. Put me in mind of 
bandits off The Magnificent Seven the way they swaggered around 
the place. But the villagers couldn't recruit seven mercenary 
gunslingers to see them off. Human rights and all that.  - Rob, 
Lincs, 13/3/2011 14:36 
* 
Will they get a No-FLy Zone to stop the attacks from the Police?? 
The UN should hear about this Ethnic cleansing. Double standards 
in my book. This Country is a Joke 
- Ben Toldya, Bristol, 13/3/2011 14:36 
* 
If they are travellers why do they want to stay in same place?  - 
sam, essex, 13/3/2011 14:36 
* 
The law of the land must prevail, and threats of violence should 
strengthen the authorities' resolve, not weaken it.   
- ThatOne, Gosport, 13/3/2011 14:31 
* 
Give these poor people a break please. At least we can keep an eye 
on them whilst they are on this site. If the site is bulldozed they 
could end up near me in Hampshire. No thank you very much.  - 
Helen, Andover, 13/3/2011 14:29 
* 

 



 

Take your ringside seats ladies and gentlemen. This bout will rock 
your socks. Before we get underway, introducing the judges. An 
aclaimed panel from the EU. This evenings referee is non other 
than the EUHRA. Sadly the bout will not go ahead as planned due 
to technical difficulties and crowd control. The lawyers are trying 
to work a deal on wich party should be compensated. 
- David, cleethorpes uk, 13/3/2011 14:27 
* 
"i can not see why my squaddie husband should have to go deal 
with those people. - Aline, Swansea, Wales," Because he swore an 
oath to protect the country from all enemies foreign and domestic 
as all servicemen do.   
- Leroy Gibbs, Reading, Berks, 13/3/2011 14:23 
* 
When (if) evictied, where will they go? Alot of us are 
asking....Perhaps when they ARE evicted, maybe school would be 
a start?  - Wayten Sea, Open all hours, Mexico, 13/3/2011 14:19 
* 
I watched a program about Dales farm years ago and the majority 
of travellers living their owned homes in Ireland!   
- thekidsmum, uk, 13/3/2011 14:11 
* 
Why do they call themselves Travellers when they don't travel. 
Throw them out of any illegal areas they move to and charge them 
for any costs involved   
- Mike Hammond, Quesnel Canada, 13/3/2011 14:11 
* 
We are prepared to use arms they say.. surely that comes under 
threatening behavior and should be met by the armed police and be 
moved by force if necessary... - SUSANAH, uk, 13/3/2011 
* 
about time the govm't started charging/fining them for occupying 
land that doesn't clearly belong to them. they abviously aren't 
scrimping each day like many are what with the amounts they 
spend on their big fat gypsy weddings / lifestyles.  

 



 

- Jonathan B, Guadalajara, Mexico, 13/3/2011  
* 
less talk just do it  - sid, gloucester, 13/3/2011 13:54 
* 
The richest comment of the whole article: "Last week a delegation 
from the Council of Europe's Advisory Committee on the 
Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities 
visited the site while gathering evidence to assess whether ethnic 
minorities in Britain suffer from discrimination or inequality." 
Sorry... can you just run that by me again... to see whether ethnic 
minorities in Britain suffer from discrimination and inequality. Pull 
the other one!!! 
- Louise, Spain, 13/3/2011 13:41 
* 
Maybe they have caused trouble and are not as tidy as people 
would like them to be but i think they should not be given such a 
hard time. I know people wont agree with me but gypsies have a 
lot of principles and i think the younger generation whose only 
goal is to get pregnant, get a council house & live off the state 
could learn a few things from them. It doesnt matter where you go 
there are good and bad in every race/religion/group. So if they do 
lose their homes exactly where are 1000 people meant to go? If 
they are from Ireland then could they not be sent back?.As for 
ignoring the laws there are enough "British" people/asylum 
seekers/illegal immigrants who ignore the laws, claim copious 
amount of benefits and carry illegal weapons and go round killing 
people you only have to look at the gangs in London for that. 
There is a difference between Irish Travellers and Romany 
Gypsies, the way people are going on you would think they are the 
only people who commit any crime in this country    
- Lucy, UK, 13/3/2011 13:39 
* 
Apologies for my complete ignorance on the matter, but, after 
reading this article, I conclude that if the travellers kept themselves 
to themselves, surely everyone could live in peace together. Why is 

 



 

it in their culture to intimidate Villagers nearby? I do not 
understand..  - Apache, London, UK, 13/3/2011 13:19 
* 
Send in the SAS..............erm, hang on, maybe not!    
- scrappy, scrapland, 13/3/2011 13:11 
* 
They say they are travellers so how come they remain static they 
are one or the other traveller or homesteader they can't be both 
because it suits them, like this site I can name a number of others 
where so called travellers have bought a piece of land at 
agricultural rates then proceed to carve it up for many others to 
move on because they expect and rightly so that the council in 
question will back down, then they make an absolute fortune 
selling off bits to other travellers and I mean an absolute fortune, 
no traveller site should be for more than four caravans that way it 
is controlable and doesn't look the eyesore that upsets most of the 
community around them, councils can easily make sure nothing 
illegal is going on and take steps to make sure all dues are paid and 
no build up of rubbish taks hold. 
- James, Grays, 13/3/2011 13:03 
* 
I think everyone here is missing the point! The country is currently 
in a very sad state and running out of money quickly. Councils are 
leaving schools in a terrible state, freezing police officers wages, 
leaving roads with huge pot holes which damage our cars because 
they have no money to fix any of these issues, but they can spend 
£18 million possibly more to remove Gypsies from a camp site 
who have been there for over 20 years! How about sort the 
schools, roads, police force etc and sort out the country first and 
work along side the gypsies which will cost less money and sort 
out a way in which everyone can live their trouble free. Im sure the 
Gypsies would co-operate more and be a lot more friendly to 
everyone. They are still people to and why throw them out after 
over 20 years there! How about save money and spend the money 
on our children's future and everything else we pay council tax for! 

 



 

Basildon council need to review their priorities.    
- JS, Essex, 13/3/2011 13:01 
* 
What's this? Travellers that don't want to travel!? Think that makes 
them residents, like the rest of us. Making them pay their taxes 
would help our economic crisis. Mind you, why would they? They 
are still entitled to all the public services without paying a penny! 
- What a sad world we live in. , Essex, 13/3/2011 13:00 
* 
Break the law, feel the consequence.    
- Neil, Leeds, 13/3/2011 12:54 
* 
Mark of Southend, Oh how you have shown your ignorance 
regarding this. Fact: Over half of the 'gypsies' are English and YES 
there are lots of English Gypsies living in similar conditions 
throughout the British Isles. I am 100% against these people 
breaking the law (I am an Armed Forces Veteran), but the last thing 
that i would expect is a stupid comment such as yours.  
- John, Devon, 13/3/2011 17:21 --- 
* 
There is no such thing as an "English" gypsy. People referred to as 
Gypsies are either Roma from India or Tinkers from Ireland. 
Neither India nor Ireland are part of England last time I checked! 
- Simon, GB, 13/3/2011 12:51 
* 
They need somewhere to live though! i think they are fine where 
they are they just need rules and regulations put inn place. 
Otherwise they will be putting their caravans on random fields and 
causing even more havoc  - LC, uk, 13/3/2011 12:46 
* 
Jon London The ignorance and intolerance by some of the posters 
is intuitive of their small mindedness..Living in caravan makes a 
person homeless by housing laws...dont like that law? then get it 
changed..the old chestnut about tax is so ridiculous that the fool 
who mentioned it should stick to watching predictable TV 

 



 

soaps..Travellers are the only community in the UK that have the 
inland revenue call to their homes to check them...as they work 
from the age of 13 and are rarely out of work or claiming benefit 
they probably pay more tax than most..The irish traveller, real 
community name Pavee, have been in this country 1600 years a lot 
longer than a lot of other communities they were born here but 
adhere to the culture of their forefathers..they are very 
conservative, with a small c and if they were brown they would not 
be treated the way they are...so be fore those who have spouted 
blissfully ignorant messages try knowing something about the 
people you are hating on...- more in touch with humanity,  
London, 13/3/2011 12:44 
* 
About time, get shot of them and let them 'travel'. Let move next 
door to the people who stick up for them. Lets see if their opinions 
change !  - adrian, leigh On Sea, 13/3/2011 12:42 
* 
Where will they go when evicted? Just asking.    
- Mickel, Birmingham, UK, 13/3/2011 12:35 
* 
£18 million for 8 weeks work ? I think the police really do need to 
take a pay cut.  - Peter, France, 13/3/2011 12:34 
* 
It's a pity these planning issues seem to take so long. I'm sure it 
would be much quicker, easier and cheaper to evict people as soon 
as they contravene planning regulations. This has apparently been 
going on for ten years.   - Lucy, Manchester, 13/3/2011 12:29 
* 
Council of Europe's Advisory Committee on the Framework 
Convention for the Protection of National Minorities or to give it 
it's other title "European Quango" How much do'es this lot cost us 
in E.U. taxes, the headed note paper must cost a fortune   
- rez, chichester, 13/3/2011 12:23 
* 
If the picture of the three WPC's are a glimpse of the personell they 

 



 

intend to use to back up the eviction gawd help us all..Thye look 
like they would be more at home policing on the school run The 
heavy hand of the law !!!   
- JOHN HAMILTON, STRATHCLYDE, 13/3/2011 12:22 
* 
When is a traveller not a traveller? When he/she is living in Britain 
and it suits them to pick and choose what bits of the law apply to 
them!!. They claim that they will be made 'homeless' but a) they 
are living illegally on land they have no right to and b) they are 
supposed to be 'travellers' and as the President of the Gypsy 
Council says 'We're travellers so we don't mind going from pillar to 
post'. How can the EU condemn the UK when sveral years ago the 
Irish Govt passed laws which effectively drove their travellers over 
here, and to be fair they did warn us it would happen because we 
are perceived as the soft touch. I wonder why?? 
- Mick, Middlesbrough, 13/3/2011 12:19 
*  
How can they be made homeless, if they live a transient life in a 
caravan? - heinrich , Munchen, 13/3/2011 16:45 Wouldn't you 
think anyone in Basildon Council offices might have the 
intelligence to see this? The mind boggles eh! What a bunch of 
Idiots  - Lomo Saltado, Lima. Peru, 13/3/2011 12:16 
* 
If ten years hadn't been wasted and these people moved on as soon 
as the first tarmac hit the deck it would not have cost so much to 
move them and more of these ghettos would not have sprouted all 
over the country.  - gardeb, Newbury, 13/3/2011 12:09 
* 
If they are not British citizens and are from an EU country, 
(Ireland) then the government should stop paying them any form of 
benefit what so ever that includes legal aid, they will soon move. 
- John, Leeds, 13/3/2011 12:04 
* 
The people are described by the D.M. headline as 'Essex 
Travellers'. These people are to be evicted by the local council due 

 



 

to living within an unapproved residential site, i.e. Crays Hill. And 
here was I, living under the impression that 
Travellers..............travel! So, after checking Vehicle Excise Duty, 
Insurance and MOT papers, get travelling! And close the gate after 
you. Please! Ireland is lovely in the Spring.  
- Iggle Piggle, Last to bed, as usual., 13/3/2011 12:02 
* 
The greatest problem with this type of Traveller is their complete 
contempt of ordinary people and the law. If they obeyed the law 
and didn't threaten the people around them, then like most 'familiar 
strangers' they would blend in and become part of the community. 
But they don't. They make the lives of the people nearby a living 
hell. They look the other way as members of their camp commit 
crimes - both minor and serious - and then whine when people 
point the finger their way. The report says that some Travellers 
have been living on a legal site since the 1970's. I don't recall 
hearing about them causing problems. Get rid of the illegals so the 
local residents, under which title I include the Travellers at the 
legal site, can have their lives returned to normal. The law is for 
everyone equally - no one should be able to pick and choose which 
laws they want to obey.   - Sharon, Derby, 13/3/2011 11:59 
* 
even more taxpayers money going down the drain.   
- disgusted taxpayer, manchester, 13/3/2011  
* 
So these are all Irish? The site has been there since the 1970's. 
Look at all the children in the photos, they were all born in 
Ireland? Don't think so - Trevor, Republic of Ireland, 13/3/2011  
* 
It was reported last week that the cost of police would be £10 
million of the £18 million total, Did someone say the police were 
short of money?? - koala, Nottingham UK, 13/3/2011 11:39 
* 
If they own the land, they have every right to enjoy it. Whatever 
happened to the concept of "property rights"? Oh, yes, we 

 



 

abandoned them about the same time as we became an 
Authoritarian Regime... just a few years after WW11.   
- David, York, 13/3/2011 11:24 
* 
Hold on Irish travellers. IRISH travellers. Where is the voice of the 
IRISH governement offering to find land and pitches in Ireland? 
Why is this our problem? They choose to move to this country - 
their choice. - Mark, Southend, 13/3/2011 16:27 - Possibly because 
they come from a race of people who were forced to either pay rent 
to English colonists who invaded their lands or forced to 'travel' if 
they couldn't afford. Thus customs are born. Unfortunately YOU 
chose to invade THEIR country - YOUR choice!  - Conor 
MacLeod, London, 13/3/2011 11:23 
* 
In Ireland, trespassing on land used to a civil offence but is now a 
criminal offence. Protection of private property is in our 
constitution, from what I know the UK does not have a written 
constitution. The UK need to copy this Irish law too! It's a good 
law, copy us - mike, Dublin, 13/3/2011 11:21 
* 
All the council have to do to get back their money is to fine them 
for leaving waste illegally, after all they do it to other rate payers.  - 
Dave, Surrey, 13/3/2011 11:17 
* 
Send in the army and let them match force with force. john, wilts, 
13/3/2011 16:06 Sorry, but i can not see why my squaddie husband 
should have to go deal with those people. He has served in Bosnia, 
in Afghanistan, filled in for the Fire Service when they felt like 
going on strike, now he should do the job of the Police force who 
earn twice as much as him ?? What next ?? Just in case you do not 
know, the Army is busy fighting in Afghanistan and are having 
their numbers reduced by this government, leading to being 
overstretched again. - Aline, Swansea, Wales, 13/3/2011  
* 
WHY does the council have a duty to rehouse these people? I've 

 



 

never understood the rules which seem to reward the idle, feckless 
etc. with free council accommodation. If I chose not to work and 
made myself homeless, would I qualify too?   
- Chris Z, Cheltenham, 13/3/2011 11:13 
* 
They are being evicted under due process of law, following 
countless failed appeals and 10+ years of misery for legal 
residents. For all our sakes, the eviction must take place, regardless 
of cost, otherwise it will be an invitation for thousands more to 
arrive safe in the knowledge that they need not abide by laws and 
just do as they absolutely please. 
- Jill L, Basildon, England, 13/3/2011 11:12 
* 
Such actions, developing caravan sites without planning 
permission, along with squatting should be made criminal offences 
with immediate eviction by the police. Those who create trouble 
should have their nationality and tax status checked. Those who 
are not UK citizens should be declared to be undesirable and be 
expelled They should all be investigated for tax status and be made 
to declare their income and its sources and be assessed for tax if 
they do not already pay The bulldozers should flatten anything that 
remains on this site now without exception as an indication of how 
such settlements will be dealt with in future. We should have one 
set of laws applicable to all and there should be no question of 
travellers seeking planning permission after the event.           
- alan douglas, Ludlow, 13/3/2011 11:08 
* 
If they are Travellers, then surely they shouldn't mind having to 
'travel' to somewhere else. They should be pleased.   
- Susan S, LONDON, 13/3/2011 11:05 
* 
The French and Italian governments have recent and very useful 
experience in these matters. They would, no doubt gladly help with 
advice. The Hungarians and Slovaks, however, have hundreds of 
years experience and would also probably gladly help. But they 

 



 

would do it very effectively.- zugbach, temp ex pat - uk voter and 
tax payer -, 13/3/2011 11:05 
* 
why dont they just get a house? they're not travellers (as in actually 
travelling!) if they are setting up static homes on a site!  - 
Stephanie, East Coast, UK, 13/3/2011 11:05 
* 
Firstly they should remove all shotguns and other firearms they 
have as well as prosecute each person who has one. Secondly, 
"Gypsy Council president Richard Sheridan says evicted families 
will turn to drifting across the country" Well that is the 
Gypsy/traveller lifestyle!! If they want to stay in one place then 
they should sort out legal housing either bricks & mortar or a 
permanent pitch at a mobile home site.   
 - dros, romford, 13/3/2011 11:04 
* 
Hold on Irish travellers. IRISH travellers. Where is the voice of the 
IRISH governement offering to find land and pitches in Ireland? 
Why is this our problem? They choose to move to this country - 
their choice. The Irish government should intervene and welcome 
back their people. Wonder why they are staying silent? Na its ok 
you can keep them . Thanks any way . 
- davidcurtin, Ireland, 13/3/2011 11:04 
* 
i dont like gypsies or their way of life but if they get thrown off 
that site, where can they go? its no longer possible to pitch their 
vans on the side of the road or in a field .any piece of land they 
might possibly park on has obstacles put in place by councils to 
stop them from parking .there is no where in the country where 
they can legally stop so if they do manage to stop somewhere they 
are served an eviction order. they should be left where they are and 
sent council tax bills   - logical, down south uk, 13/3/2011 11:03   
(Author’s Note: which they would pay just to be left alone) 
* 
'More than 1000 could be made homeless in an eviction 

 



 

operation...' How exactly is it possible for a group of Irish 
travellers to be made 'homeless'? Bearing in mind the quote from 
one of these 'residents': ''We're travellers so we don't mind going 
from pillar to post.' Can a nomad become 'homeless'? 'The council] 
have offered accommodation but the accommodation was not 
acceptable,' said Mr Sheridan. 'Bricks and mortar just aren't our 
culture.' Fine, so what's the problem with clearing this illegal, 
permanent site?  - m collins, Leeds, England, 13/3/2011 11:02 
* 
No doubt the bbc will have blanket coverage.   
- Brian, Blackpool,England, 13/3/2011 11:02 
* 
you can live by your own set of rules as long as it does not upset 
others, i think that is what the travellers dont get. if you have ever 
experienced them taking over a patch of land when they leave it is 
like a bomb site. there should be regional camps for them to go to 
when they are on the move, i am amazed they dont have all the 
illnes,s associated with poor sewage disposal etc. 
- patrick ben ali churchill, boltonistan, 13/3/2011 11:01 
* 
"Last week a delegation from the Council of Europe's Advisory 
Committee on the Framework Convention for the Protection of 
National Minorities visited the site while gathering evidence to 
assess whether ethnic minorities in Britain suffer from 
discrimination or inequality." Maybe they would like them to go 
and have an illegal camp in Brussels. Then we could see if they 
still agree with their 'rights'.   
- Dave F, Lancashire, 13/3/2011 11:00 
* 
I would really like to buy a field and build a big Bungalow. Sadly 
because of planning regulation I cannot on green belt land. Perhaps 
if I went to the ECHR and stated about the rights to a family life it 
would be granted..... I doubt it very very much   
- Max, Rugeley, 13/3/2011 10:56 
* 

 



 

I don't know who looks scruffier the boy in a hoodie or the police 
officers.   - john berne, Italy, 13/3/2011 10:53 
* 
I don't expect the Irish government pay as much in benefits as the 
British do.  
- Gareth, Hampshire, 13/3/2011 10:50 
* 
Being a traveller by it's name means that they travel. Why do they 
need a fixed abode ? 
- Adam, Norfolk, 13/3/2011 10:50 
* 
Get up! Stand up!.......Stand up for your rights...............!   
- Bob, Bristol. UK, 13/3/2011 10:49 
(Author’s Note: mmmmmmm, wonder which side he is talking to? I 
doubt if it‘s the Travellers.) 
* 
If they want to be accepted and left alone they should pay taxes 
and abide by the laws as everyone else. Make them pay for all the 
filth they leave behind when they move on. There is a difference 
between gypsies and scroungers.   
- bostin pint, cannock staffs, 13/3/2011 10:44 
* 
They want to stay, then let them, give them what they want, an 
address. To make life more comfortable for them, prevent more 
arrivals. Start charging council tax and income tax, registration and 
Insurance of all vehicles. No benefits if they are earning. They 
can't claim human rights as they are no longer travellers, if they 
travel they are not allowed back in. They can't have it both ways, 
travellers or not. Why should the rest of the population pay for 
them not to. - Arkley Barnet, Still Here, 13/3/2011 10:39 
* 
Plenty of room and empty houses in Ireland should they be 
returned home. No jobs there? No problem, they don't want jobs do 
they?  - Daisy, England, 13/3/2011 10:38 
* 

 



 

I always thought travellers were people who travel around. why do 
they want a base? they wont be missed around these parts!.  - 
robert foster, essex, 13/3/2011 10:36 
* 
"We're travellers so we don't mind going from pillar to post" ------- 
well, if you're travellers what the hell are you doing on an illegal 
extension of land you don't own and have no legal right to remain 
on then? Kick them off. I have no objection whatsoever to 
travelling, but group together and buy your stopping places then, 
organise yourselves, co-ordinate and keep yourselves completely 
self sufficient, as I am. I work hard and earn my home, why don't 
you? I don't build a property on illegal land, why should this group 
be able to? Cameron - sort it out and kick them off. Why am I 
going to work to earn myself the things I need when this group of 
people steal land and don't? And how many benefits do this lot get 
too?  - Laura, London, 13/3/2011 10:33 
* 
Richard Sheridan, president of the Gypsy Council and a Dale Farm 
resident, told the MailOnline that families forced from the site will 
turn vagrant, parking their caravans wherever they can find space 
for the night. 'They are going to travel from John O'Groats to 
Land's End. They are going to go to any place they can put up a 
pitch,' he said. 'We're travellers so we don't mind going from pillar 
to post.' ------------------------------- But that's just the problem, you 
don't go from pillar to post, you get a piece of land and settle on it 
for years, to the detriment of the people who were there when you 
decided to live there. It isn't ethnic cleansing, you aren't been killed 
or injured, you are just being asked to abide by the same laws as 
the rest of us.  - josh, buckingham, 13/3/2011 10:29 
* 
Will we be able to see a detailed breakdown of how the £18m has 
been spent? - Ernie, Hull, 13/3/2011 10:25 
* 
The Irish government clamped down hard on them and their-ahem- 
"lifestyle", so they came across here to be welcomed with open 

 



 

arms by New Labour under their "multicultural" policy . 
Unsurprisingly, the Irish government now think it is our problem 
as New Labour were so willing to accommodate them.   
- DG, Cheltenham, 13/3/2011 10:22 
* 
well lets face it…nothing will happen, except a whole load of 
money will be wasted in the process and they'll endup staying there 
sadly, the authorities seem to run a mile when any less than 
desirable starts to make threats or claim unfair treatment-when in 
reality it's unfair on everyone else, that these people are allowed to 
become untcouchables and do as they please, breaking the law etc 
threaten war..great, don't let that deter you off evicting them is 
what UI'd say let them know who's in charge and what everyone 
else thinks about them-typical example, of expecting everything, a 
feeling of self entitlement, when they contribute next to nothing 
leave wherever they go in an awful mess, commit crimes, bring the 
tone/class of areas down ten-fold, run cash in hand businesses and 
don't pay tax so WHO CARES what they say 
- mark adam, london, 13/3/2011 10:22 
* 
"We'll finish up drifting across the land...." Isn't that what these 
people do anyway? Real gypsies had a horror of living under a roof 
or staying in one place for more than a couple of days. These 
people claim they're travellers. Then why the permanent sites 
hooked up to water and sewerage. If you're travellers then tavel. If 
you're not then get a home, pay community charge like everyone 
else. I've no time for these people and will be delighted to see them 
shifted. If they won't go then run a bulldozer across the site.  - 
George, New Brighton, 13/3/2011 10:22 
* 
Mark of Southend, Oh how you have shown your ignorance 
regarding this. Fact: Over half of the 'gypsies' are English and YES 
there are lots of English Gypsies living in similar conditions 
throughout the British Isles. I am 100% against these people 
breaking the law (I am an Armed Forces Veteran), but the last thing 

 



 

that i would expect is a stupid comment such as yours. 
- John, Devon, 13/3/2011 10:21 
* 
"It will be like Belfast if they come in here"... Well it will be 
interesting to see what you think Belfast is like, darling, because 
here people who break the law are arrested. 
- Amy, Belfast, 13/3/2011 10:21 
* 
They cannot be allowed to stay and dictate terms, If they use 
weapons then use armed police to deal with them,    
- Dave, Essex, 13/3/2011 10:18 
* 
'We're travellers so we don't mind going from pillar to post.' 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> So why stay in one place so 
long. Why also John O'Groats to Land's End. What Happened to 
Cardif and Belfast? You could of course try Dublin, but I'm not 
sure the Irish would entertain you for long.    
- Pete, Lincs, 13/3/2011 10:16 
* 
If the authorities had evicted the first few caravans to turn up on 
this site the situation could not have escalated to the mammoth task 
it is now! The law must be changed so this can never happen again. 
If someone buys a piece of land that has no planning consent for 
residential purposes but lives on it (whether in a house, tent or 
caravan) they should have the land confiscated. 
- LesJo, London, 13/3/2011 10:15 
* 
How many times do I have to say this? The IRISH government did 
not enshrine the rights of gypsies and travellers as an ethnic group 
in their laws. Britain stupidly did!!!! In most countries in Europe 
they are a SOCIAL group. This lot moved to England when the 
Irish government came down on them. They came here because the 
UK government had screwed up yet again on interpretation of the 
Human Rights legislation. We are the most useless country in 
Europe at drafting HR legislation. The civil service legal sections 

 



 

must be recruiting from some of the worst legal universties in the 
country. And, of course, we had The Blairs around when all this 
was happening, especially Human Rights lawyer Cherie. So lay off 
the Irish, and the French, and the Italians........ They have their 
interpretation of HR established in favour of the majority 
population. Not us.     - Tom, Bedfordshire, 13/3/2011 10:14 
* 
My late father, a pillar of the establishment, said Gypsy people had 
suffered 500 years of persistent and consistent persecution. He had 
had some dealing with them, as an official. I trusted my father and 
I now know some Gyspy people and some Irish Travellers. There 
are good and there are bad, as in every race. Live your life with 
consistent and persitent persecution, as did your ancestors and see 
if you smile on the world, people.  - Billy,  Poole, 13/3/2011 10:08 
* 
The travellers will not be homeless. They have their caravans and 
motorhomes. If they live in houses, they are not travellers and 
should pay taxes on their earnings and council tax and be subject to 
the same rulings that the rest of us are - well some of us anyway 
- sandy, outer space - thank God!, 13/3/2011 10:07 
* 
Basildon Council has a duty to rehouse those made homeless by 
the eviction and is understood to have ring-fenced a further 
£1million for this, but travellers are unlikely to take them up on the 
offer. Basildon Council has no such obligation and should be 
Answerable to its Taxpayers 
- Lomo Saltado, Lima. Peru, 13/3/2011 10:04 
* 
And as we know they will get away with it. Britain has become 
ungovernable, because we have become a nation of special and 
vested interests and the greater good for the silent majority is no 
longer on the agenda by the cowards in government  
- IthinkThusIam, Sothend-on-Sea, 13/3/2011  
* 
Zero Tolerance is the way forward. Check every single vehicle and 

 



 

piece of equipment on the site and impound them until the owners 
come forward and prove that they are fully legal. It is time to teach 
all the people that think they can live outside of our society that if 
they do that, they will not get the benefits our society usually 
gives. above all we have to show these people and others like them 
that just because they make themselves a minority group, they 
must still obey the laws of this land if they choose to live here     
- Barry, woking, surrey, 13/3/2011 9:53 
* 
The full force of the law should be used to evict these wasters. 
They are Irish, so let the IRISH government have them back- they 
are no use to us or this country, and thet SHOULD be evicted by 
force if theyt won't go of thier own accord.  - Earl of Fartomtum, 
Jasper Perone Idlesumsby de Fondleworth (the 3rd), EU Stalag, 
North Compound, waiting for the secret police to knock in the 
night !, 13/3/2011 9:52 
* 
yet another section of society who do not think the law applies to 
them.    - ex soldier, surrey, 13/3/2011 9:50 
* 
How can they be made homeless, if they live a transient life in a 
caravan?   - heinrich , Munchen, 13/3/2011 9:45 
* 
Living in a caravan and remaining in one fixed place rather defeats 
the objective of living in a caravan in the first place, and surely 
goes against the whole idea of being a traveller/gypsy with the 
freedom to roam???   - matthew, estepona, 13/3/2011 9:37 
* 
Get them out of there and they will find somewhere else as they 
are very resiliant anyhow if it is there ground let them stay me 
because they can afford 10g wedding they can afford a plot of land 
dont you think    - James buggy, Allanton Shotts Lanarkshire 
Scotland, 13/3/2011 9:34 
* 
Well, they have warned us , so better bring in the army to assist 

 



 

them in moving peacefully.  - Jasper, Everytown, 13/3/2011 9:33 
* 
One 58-year-old Dale Farm resident, quoted in the Travellers' 
Times and named only as Nora, said: 'We?ve things up our sleeves. 
It will be like Belfast if they come in here, they haven?t a clue 
what they are up against.'--------- Oh but I think they do and this 
attitude is exactly why nobody wants 'travellers' anywhere near 
them.   - Mowdiwarp, Huddersfield, UK, 13/3/2011  
* 
Hold on Irish travellers. IRISH travellers. Where is the voice of the 
IRISH governement offering to find land and pitches in Ireland? 
Why is this our problem? They choose to move to this country - 
their choice. The Irish government should intervene and welcome 
back their people. Wonder why they are staying silent?    
- Mark, Southend, 13/3/2011 9:27 
* 
i watched the big fat gypsy wedding program because i wanted to 
see if they really are as bad as what people make out to be and to 
tell the truth they seemed pretty sound people who lived by there 
own set of rules which i have to say are pretty admrial if u have a 
problem u have a punch up then its over non of this waiting with 
knifes in dark doorways or smashing down doors with base ball 
bats with gangs of lads.  the only thing i did find a shame was the 
state of the sites with lots of rubbish laid all over they just dont do 
themselfs any favours when it comes to the cleanliness of the sites 
after all theres plenty of vans and trucks would only take the lads a 
couple of hours to tidy up and it would be alot more pleasing for 
people who have to live around the area     
- steve, hartlepool, 13/3/2011 9:20 
* 
Amazing. These people have always expected so much from the 
society which they reject, and yet have given so little.    
- HP, Thurmarsh, 13/3/2011 9:08 
* 
Send in the army and let them match force with force: If they have 

 



 

weapons that in itself is a criminal offence and deserves 
imprisonment folowed by deportation, then check ever vehicle for 
insurance, tax , any failures removed and crushed, and owners 
prosecuted, any one with a criminal record forcibly removed back 
to Ireland, check ever caravan and building for stolen property, 
stolen scrap metal, etc, this is not ethnic cleansing as that would 
mean removing all Irish from the country and these people are not 
any other race than IRISH TINKERS.( most honest, tax paying 
Irish people are ashamed of these people) and remember these are 
the same people who hid IRA terrorists when on the mainland, we 
owe them nothing. they take all benefits, pay nothing in, ignore the 
laws and expect preferential treatment,time for our government to 
wake up and have some guts.  Don't you just love the new Multi-
Cultural UK ?   - Stainless Steel, Sweet Pea Club,Coventry 
Road,Hinckley,Leics., 8/3/2011 3:53 
* 
What's with the comment that these are Irish? And the one 
comment that Ireland should pay this bill? The site has been there 
from the 1970's, there's no way every child and young person in 
that photo were born in Ireland. Anyway, if you find a solution 
please let Ireland know, same issue with illegal sites here   
- M McLoughlin, Dublin Ireland, 8/3/2011 3:40 
* 
Why do so many 'travellers' live in caravans with no wheels? - 
delboy, Bedford2, 8/3/2011 3:32 
* 
Sieze their caravan, cars, lorry's and all personal belongings and 
sell them to help pay towards the bill. Why should the Taxpayer 
have to pay to get rid of these illegal trespassers? Make them 
homeless and DO NOT give them any benefits for the rest of their 
and their childrens as I suspect most are claiming for something. 
Make then do an honest days work for a change and pay taxes. 
- Andy, Great Britain, 8/3/2011 3:27 
* 
Another legacy of LIEbour.   - martin, kent, 8/3/2011 3:27 

 



 

* 
Take the costs out of their Benefits every week and they might not 
be so quick to do it the next time.Otherwise this behavior will just 
go on and on and on. - Steve G, Dublin Ireland, 8/3/2011  
* 
If they are TRAVELERS how come there are more buildings than 
caravans  - tonze, 1872, 8/3/2011 2:43 
* 
Travelers, don't make me laugh. The massive increase in these 
people came about when Ireland enacted a law to make it illegal to 
trespass on land. The minute they do the police get rid of them. 
The simple fact is they should be given a leave date, anything left 
on the land after that date should be destroyed. We need to be a 
ruthless as the Spanish. Bring in the bulldozers and start wrecking. 
Maybe then they'll get the message, they like us must abide by the 
law. It will also put an end to the ridiculous land grabs on bank 
holidays. No one will spend tens of thousands on hardcore if they 
are going to loose it all the following week.   
- Craig, Leeds, UK, 8/3/2011 2:40 
* 
If these people are living there, minding their own business and not 
inflicting harm on anyone else, why move them?   
- Miss Dior, Somewhere over the Rainbow..., 8/3/2011 2:33 
* 
Do not let them set up .camp in the first place and you wouldnt be 
settled with a huge bill.  - wind, in The Willows, 8/3/2011 2:28 
* 
Are they not travellers? Move on, If not then they abide by the 
laws of the land. Thats it. Oh! and then they can start paying taxes 
like the rest of us have to.  - Dave, Tamworth, 8/3/2011 2:26 
* 
I suppose they appeared there all on the same day ? Did the council 
make no effort to stop them going in ? I pity the poor folk living 
nearby. At least the trouble is confined to one spot limiting many 
such sites.   - Michael, London, UK, 8/3/2011 2:24 

 



 

* 
Why hasn't the government employed it's own solicitors/barristers 
to reduce costs of paying company's? Surely it would be a lot 
cheaper... - Susanne, Wirral, 8/3/2011 2:22 
* 
the gypsies should be made to pay the ful cost of their eviction and 
or restoring the land to its origional condition. The land should in 
any case be confiscated to help with costs. The individuals evicted 
should be banned from any site in the UK in future and those not 
of UK ciotizenship should be expelled from the country. Settimng 
up camp in this way should as should squatting also, be made a 
criminal offence with the councils hving the power to evict those 
who offend immediately on conviction    - alan douglas, Ludlow, 
8/3/2011 2:12 

V   Send in the army.    
- Cobbbarn, Kingsbridge UK, 8/3/2011 2:05 
* 
Such ignorance is frightening. You do not need to sympathise with 
the Travellers to get your facts straight. They do not travel so much 
because most traditional sites have been fenced off and blocked by 
councils and landowners encroaching on common land. Even 
staying at the side of the road for a few days is now blocked so 
they are forced to settle. But where ? There are not enough council 
sites for rent. The government has made it worse by taking away 
the law enforcing councils to provide rented sites for travellers in 
their area. If they buy land over 90% are refused planning 
permission ever though similar applications for luxury and 
commercial development is allowed. The land at Dale Farm was 
not green field agricultural land but an old breakers yard. About 
half the Travellers there are legal. The rest have said they would 
move and land has been offered to provide caravan sites but the 
council and government wont help. They seem to want a 
confrontation. Why? - Tax Payer, London, 8/3/2011 2:04 

 



 

* 
If the council use bulldozers it will take minutes and cost only a 
few thousand. Where's the problem if these people have been given 
proper notice then any blame is on them. Stop being so soft on 
these parasites, pc gone mad, ordinary people wouldn't be given 
this amount of consideration.  - Steve (Ex pat but still UK 
taxpayer), Turkey (non EU), 8/3/2011 1:57 
* 
looking at the photo, what a mess. The idea of travellers is that 
they travel. Why is there so much concrete laid down and looks 
like they have built bungalows!!! They must have tapped into 
electric and water supplies. So are they all contributing to paying 
for that? All the rubbish they must be making, are they contributing 
to paying the council for collecting that. It might have been a 
different matter if they parked their caravans for a while then 
moved on, contributing to services like holiday campsites operate.  
- milly, hull east yorkshire, 8/3/2011 1:57 
* 
Jane, York - I assume you would welcome them in a field near you 
then, eh ?  - Graham, Up North, 8/3/2011 1:56 
* 
'Legal wrangling over the issue first began a decade ago when the 
council became aware that families had started to used the land...' 
Pointless trying to reason with obviously unreasonable people: the 
eviction process should have been initiated around nine years ago. 
'The occupants of Dale Farm in Crays Hill, Essex, have threatened 
violence if bailiffs move in...travellers - have declared they will use 
violence in a bid to protect their homes.' Strong stuff and entirely 
irrational from people who claim to be 'travellers'. The whole point 
of claiming to be a 'traveller' is that any stays are transient, 
temporary and not in any way intended to be other than that? ' 
...the Labour group has opposed the eviction on humanitarian and 
costs grounds even when the estimations were smaller.' No 
surprises there and it has to be wondered how Harmanisation e.g 
the requirement to give special treatment to 'travellers' will apply 

 



 

here. 
- m collins, Leeds, England, 8/3/2011 1:53 
* 
So really anyone can illegally occupy land so long as they claim 
that it is their cultural rights to do so. Interestingly most travellers 
are Irish so why aren't they travelling in Ireland? Or is that too 
simple? What a (spineless) dump England has become.    
- Honest Guv!, London, 8/3/2011 1:52 
* 
Ask the French for their help  - catch22, uk, 8/3/2011 1:49 
 
If the council had had the guts to move them on in the first week 
they appeared there wouldn't be a problem now   
- Tamit, The pits, 8/3/2011 1:41 
* 
If they're evicted they'll just move straight to another illegal site, so 
it's a total waste of money. Why does the government refuse to 
even consider a change in the law? 
- Jim, London, 8/3/2011 1:33 
* 
How can it possibly cost 18 million pounds? Just send the army in 
and forcibly remove them. The cost of this could easily be met by 
selling all the stolen goods I guarantee you'll find on the site.  
- baz, yarmouth, 8/3/2011 1:30 
* 
Jane York "non existant legal sites (there are not enough)". Perhaps 
you should look at the distribution of existing legal sites and those 
mandated under the previous government. You will find that the 
southern counties take lions share perhaps due the the Office of the 
Deputy Prime Minister and good old John Prescot (who wasn't 
going to accept a Peerage but where there's ermin there's brass) 
whose responsibility it was. - PK, Somerset, 8/3/2011 1:29 
* 
Come on Eric Pickles, we pinned our hopes on your earlier 
'promise' to clamp down on these unwanted freeloaders. Beef up, 

 



 

or even apply, the laws that cover their abuse of other peoples land 
and property. If robustly shifted off of a few illegal sites they 
would soon get the message…but don't ask the police to do it as 
they are scared of them!! - peter, sutton, England, 8/3/2011 1:28 
* 
How much does it cost to hire a bulldozer? £18 million sounds a 
bit steep.- Pipeman, Baccytown, 8/3/2011 1:26 
* 
Unfortunately to appreciate the real problem you have to ask why 
the original owner of the land at Dale Farm sold his land to the 
Gypsies. Perhaps like me he owned the land "before" it was put in 
the Green Belt and on retirement wanted to develop it, as it appears 
to be land perfectly suitable for a small housing development. But 
once in the Green Belt its always in. Mine was included in 1983, 
but then no thought was given to the dramatic influx of immigrants 
or the population explosion. Basically Green Belts remove 
perfectly good building land from development. Anyway I want to 
sell my land and I have to take the best offer. Personally I believe 
that a half mile band of Green Belt around towns should be 
released every 10 years for development that way it would take 
100 years to widen the Green Belt 5 miles. That way houses could 
be built, people need somewhere to live. It only costs £60k to build 
a house. Its the land that costs the money.   - 
 Farmer Jim, Green Belt & Braces, 8/3/2011 1:17 
* 
"the town's Labour group has opposed the eviction on 
humanitarian and costs grounds even when the estimations were 
smaller. " - For those of you who want to see Labour back in 
power, this is the kind of gutless government you'll be bringing on 
us again.   - Jim, Belfast, 8/3/2011 1:16 
* 
Why do they want to stay there...they are after all travellers...... 
hmmm 
- sick of MP's and MEP's, UK, 8/3/2011 1:10 
* 

 



 

The bile and vitriol levelled at these people is truly shocking and 
very sad. It is this sort of attitude towards minorities which led to 
my grandparents leaving Germany in the 1930's. On another point 
where will these people go when there are very few legal sites for 
travellers, a lack of social housing , no jobs and crippling changes 
to housing benefit? I would imagine that they will settle elsewhere 
in the area and the whole eviction process will begin again. Don't 
believe everything you saw on My Big Fat Gypsy Wedding, they're 
not all millionaires.- Sue, Kings Lynn, 8/3/2011 1:06 
* 
Start by sending in a fleet of bulldozers, let them try to kick and 
punch a bulldozer, just demolish the entre site, selling anything 
that they leave behind. They cannot be allowed to just set up site 
wherever thay choose. It should never have been allowed to get to 
this size, it would have been less of a problem and cheaper to have 
cleared it years ago.  - Dave, Essex, 8/3/2011 1:04 
* 
According to this article 40 families were given permission to 
camp on thsi site in the 1970's. Since then the site has expanded 
exponentially, but obviously the council chose not to intervene in 
any way in its development until now. While clearing the site can 
doubtless be achieved with serious manpower & huge expenditure, 
the council is merely moving the problem somewhere else... No 
mention is made here for any provision in regard to where the 
Travellers should go. So the actual message is "Coming soon to a 
field near you 1000 people and all of their belongings!" 
- Caroline, Dublin, Ireland, 8/3/2011 0:58 
* 
Remove them and add the cost to the interest due on the recent 
loan to the Irish Republic. Because we all know where these 
people come from. It has never ceased to amaze me that the 
citizens of a foreign country, which Eire is, are allowed so much 
leeway in the UK (and this was going on pre-EU).    
- Attila, Dundee, 8/3/2011 0:54 
* 

 



 

WHAT A MESS   - C L WILLIAMS, somerset, 8/3/2011 0:54 
* 
They can come to Swansea here we have a council that gives them 
prime land namely the park and ride of J45! That park and ride was 
developed and paid for by us the tax payers and all this done with 
out planning permission!! Now guess who is running our council 
yes the LIMPRALS who last year paid £29,000 to clean that site 
up and it is the same council that is in debt to £millions!!!!!!!! - 
john, Swansea, 8/3/2011 0:48 
* 
If I broke the law and then threatened violence to maintain the 
status quo, I would be sent to prison. So what is different when 
they brake the law. - ron styles, yorkshire, 8/3/2011 0:48 
* 
£8million, thats £8000 per person on the site, just an observation   - 
rob, Tring, 8/3/2011 0:45 
* 
why do people insist on calling these illegal occupiers 
"travellers"?? The last thing they want to do his move!! They 
consistently break the law to avoid travelling........hence all these 
illegal sites. The answer here is simple, change the law so they can 
be stopped as soon as they start and moved on immediately. At the 
same time fully investigate the source of their incomes and 
whether or not they own properties elsewhere ( eg Ireland ). If they 
cannot prove where money comes from and own property 
elsewhere seize their assets. If all else fails give them a permanent 
place to stay.........a prison cell!!   - Pip pip, Lagos, 8/3/2011 0:44 
* 
If they're 'travellers' - why do they need a site? Looks like some of 
them have been their for years therefore they are not 'travellers'.  - 
Daisymay, Northants, 8/3/2011 0:43 
* 
They would be 'moved on' here in one hour, - Derek McDonald, 
Saigon, Vietnam., 8/3/2011 
* 

 



 

The DM is doing it's best to confuse the story. I believe the 
travellers own the land, but do not have permission to build on it. 
It's funny how there are always comments on here about how it's 
one rule for us and 'political correctness gone mad' and the 
travellers themselves have an equally fanciful persecution 
complex, when in fact the law is being applied to them - at great 
expense- just as it would to anyone else.  - Bertie Wooster, 
London, UK, 8/3/2011 0:36 
* 
How could it possibly cost that much to move them on? Are they 
counting their salaries which they would have been paid 
anyway,even with top barristers it woudn't come to those figures. 
- Oddy , B'ham, 8/3/2011 0:32 
* 
Time to make this sort of illegal occupation a criminal offence and 
stop the nonsense of prolonged court action.   
- David, Dereham, 8/3/2011 0:24 
* 
How much does it cost to hire a few bull dozers?   
- Jack, Newcastle, 7/3/2011 23:55 
* 
maybe they could move next to jane in york 16.10   
- jan, lancs, 7/3/2011 23:52 
 * 
- jane, york, 07/3/2011 16:10 I agree with you wholeheartedly, 
what a breath of fresh air your comments are and yet they are 
currently 1089 in the red. Well that's the DM comments for you, I 
wonder how many have ever met a gypsy or are they just reacting 
to the rubbish peddled in the tabloids? Gypsies have always been 
fine with me because I treat them with the respect they deserve. I 
feel sorry for the people giving negative comments here, they must 
have very empty and disappointing lives to have to fill themselves 
up with envy, bitterness, fear and hated. 
- Jim, Durham, 7/3/2011 23:45 
* 

 



 

It should be a criminal matter if you build on the Green Belt...a 
good long stint behind bars and there should be no legal aid for 
knowingly breaking the law...IDS  - alex kendall, luton, 7/3/2011   
(Author’s Note: why does no one ever say murderers & rapists 
should get no legal aid?)  
* 
whilst I in no way support the travellers, once they are removed 
from the site....where are they going to go?   
- S.  Henry, Basingstoke, 7/3/2011 23:35 
* 
Makes the 20 million for the Royal wedding look like good value 
for money compared to this . 
- gparker, auckland new zealand, 7/3/2011 23:05 
 
Not a lot of travelling going on if they threaten violence if they're 
forced to travel. They're not gypsies, anyway. They're Irish.   
- Stop the Nonsense, London, 7/3/2011 22:36 
* 
It's all about too many people wanting to live on a small island 
with finite resources. Sooner or later drastic measures will have to 
be implemented to not only curb population growth, but to reduce 
the actual population of the country. We have no hesitation in 
culling other species when their numbers threaten our 
environment. Hold tight for a very rough ride in the not too distant 
future!!   
- Ex-pat Tom, Wuppertal, Germany, 7/3/2011 22:35 
* 
Money well spent. I really can't understand why they need this 
land as they are TRAVELLERS and as the name suggests they 
should be out travelling not sitting around waiting for a freebie. 
They want land pay for it like the rest of us.   
- Sam, Uk, 7/3/2011 22:30 
* 
28 days notice. army ( already paid for ) to remove any people left. 
Bulldozers and skips to clear. Should take a couple of days and 

 



 

cost a few grand.  - Jeff, Dorset, 7/3/2011 22:29 
* 
Just where do the silly figures of 18,000,000GBP come from. 
Police have to do therir job so perhaps a few hours overtime. A 
bulldozer straight through the camp and back 4 or 5 times and a 
sqad of prisoners from local jails to lad trucks and ship the rubbish 
away. The whole job could be done for less than 1 mill but tyhe 
council are seeing this incident as a means of increasing council 
taxes in the very near future. Millions, billions and trillions are 
number bandied about by governments and councils to warrant 
increased taxes. i,000,000GBP is the equivelant of 1GBP every 
second for 13 days (approx)   
- Ivor Court, Solo, Indonesia., 7/3/2011 22:24 
* 
Surely the travelling community need not apply for handouts to 
establish new caravan sites when, from media coverage, much is 
made of their self-sufficiency and self-reliance? Why would they 
need or want to apply for tax-funded grants when they choose not 
in the main to be part of tax-paying society? Will the grant-making 
bodies choose to ask how expensive gypsy weddings/large 4x4s 
etc are funded and suggest that in such constrained economic 
times, they restrict their expenditure to sort themselves out instead 
of coming to the taxpayer for help? It's only common sense that the 
travellers have got themselves into this mess if planning 
permission was granted for a set number of residents and they have 
CHOSEN to exceed this!  - EB, manchester, 7/3/2011 21:46 
* 
Wasn't there. Report shown Bentleys an Land Rovers at this site? 
Maybe they could seize those assets too to pay for the clean up 
job.-  Chico Hernandez, Newcastle, 7/3/2011 19:59 
* 
Compared with what is spent on foreign aid and benefits, 18 
million is a drop in the ocean and will probably be worth every 
penny. Hopefully, it will also set a precedent.- keith, aust, 7/3/2011  
* 

 



 

Cut off their benefits until the bill is recouped.   
- Neil, Moraira, Costa Blanca, 7/3/2011 19:21 
* 
Pay for the operation by seizing their assets? You'd need to sell 
them to get the money and who'd want to buy mouldy rust-ridden 
caravans?  - Grainne Gillespie, Athlone, Ireland, 7/3/2011 18:47 
* 
what the article seems to be saying is when they kick them out they 
then have to rehouse them,and thats a good deal.     
- alan, essex, 7/3/2011 15:36 
* 
The land is owned by the Travellers. Why not work with the 
travellers instead of trying to evict them.   
- William D, London, 7/3/2011 15:16 
* 
[Quote last paragraph of article] Travellers have been at Dale 
Farm since the 1970s when 40 families were granted planning 
permission to live there. [End Quote] so, the site is not strictly 
speaking 'illegal' at all and it would have saved a good deal of time 
and expense had the council monitored the site more carefully in 
the first instance and moved out those families without permission 
to stay there.  - Foxy9212, Hertfordshire, UK, 7/3/2011 15:08 
* 
Er, how can they be called travellers if they have been there for 10 
years, and obviously not "travelling" anywhere? Another post quite 
rightly states that if you stop, while "travelling" in a layby or on a 
piece of land for the night in your mobile home, you get moved on 
in 10 minutes by PC plod & co.   - jane, paris, 7/3/2011 15:03 
* 
YER thats right lets waste money on this rubbish............. coz with 
this money, using it evicting these people from their homes of ten 
years we're changing Britain use money on schools use it for 
scholarships so diadvantage children can go to university . Some 
people are pathetic why dont you charge them to stay there? make 
money out of it instead of wasting it? £ 10 a family a week?? you 

 



 

talk about how wrong it is to be predjudiced but because their 
gypsys we judge them to be wrong and immoral. If this story was 
about ethnic families there would be uproar about racism. But 
because their gypsys most of us dont bat an eye.  
- Student, WIRRAL, 7/3/2011 
* 
Worth every million. But next time remember: prevention is better 
than cure.  - me again, London, 7/3/2011 14:54 
* 
Travellers? Not been doing much travelling in the last 10 years 
have they? Why does a traveller need bricks and mortar? Confused 
at the use of the word Traveller? 
- A Small Business Holder, Altrincham, Cheshire, 7/3/2011 14:49 
* 
What the DM have very kindly forgotten about and failed to 
mention is that the gypsies actually own the land they live on, and 
have owned it for about 20yrs. Also the villagers of the town 
actually dont mind them being there. 40 Families even have 
planning permission. Its probably about 40 families that live there 
considering the size of their clans. Let them live on the land that 
they own, they arent bothering anyone, the village likes them. 
AND!!! it saves £18MILLION. I think this is a bit of a no brianer 
really.  - Shiv, Scotland, 7/3/2011 14:30 
* 
M'sieur Sarkozy, normally a toady to the EU, told Brussels to "naff 
orff" and kicked the non-travelling illegals off their disgusting 
sites. Signor Berlisconi sent in the police to do the same, before 
concerned and patriotic locals did the job for him. Could Britain 
please have this sort of leadership? Proper proportional 
representation would make our leaders think about what the 
electorate wants. What about a governent subsidy to help the 
council sort out this probelm, which is really a probelem for us all? 
Surely Mr Pickles would see this as a worthwhile expenditure. 
What about a donation from the rest of us? I am in for a tenner at 
least to help out in a VERY worthy cause.   

 



 

- zugbach, temp ex pat - uk tax payer , 7/3/2011 13:43 
* 
Amazing. Just think it all started with ONE caravan.   
- Chris, Basildon, 7/3/2011 13:30 
* 
It's not "just 90 families" if you have to live near this long term 
ILLEGAL site. There can not be one law for one group and 
another law for the rest, even under the lunatic "Equality" laws of 
this country.  - Reverend Badger, At play in the fields of the 
Lord., 7/3/2011 13:28 
* 
So after 18 mill has been spent evicting them, I assume they will 
all just evaporate. What provisions have been made to fit them into 
other accommodation. Or are they just going to move to a new site 
and start the ball rolling again. Needs a big picture person to 
sought the problem out once and for all..   
- Broggsb, Queenstown NZ, 7/3/2011 13:20 
* 
Jane YORK, I would suggest that they all come and live near you 
- AngryEnglishJon, halifax west yorks, 7/3/2011 13:15 
* 
No doubt the high percentage of the 18 million will swell the 
bulging coffers of lawyers. But why should one set of people get 
away with breaking the law. 
- norman hall, norwich england EUSSR ruled, 7/3/2011 13:07 
* 
I am baffled as to what part of "traveller" means staying put for ten 
years.  - Buzzbatt, Mons, France, 7/3/2011 12:48 
* 
jane, york, 07/3/2011 16:10 Could you please print your address so 
that they can directed to your back garden then. - Slave to the 
Taxman, What used to be Great Britain, 7/3/2011 12:27 
* 
Dont travellers travel? Scouse   - James, liverpool, 7/3/2011 12:22 
* 

 



 

THIS SITUATION WAS CAUSED BY WEAK ...FEEBLE.. 
ADMINSTRATION...POLICING...LOCAL GOVERNMENT.. 
AND SMART ALEC LAWYERS...........It should never have taken 
this long, they should all have a share in the cost to the community 
that were supposed to be admistering, and were paid to do 
- Tony, Eastbourne. East Sussex, 7/3/2011 12:18 
* 
You WILL go! And good riddance. Money well spent.- Equality, 
Manchester, UK, 7/3/2011  
* 
Makes the 20 million for the Royal wedding look good value. 
- gparker, auckland new zealand , 7/3/2011 12:07 
* 
I feel sorry for the poor sods who will get them on their doorstep 
next when they're evicted from here! However, there as some 
lovely uninhabited islands in the Outer Hebrides going begging, 
I'm willing to give directions if they like! 
- Absofragginlutley, England , 7/3/2011 12:06 
* 
How about changing the laws that allow this to happen. Change the 
laws and start enforcing them from day one. The same could be 
done about Squatters that take over others peoples property. 
- ftk45, Las Cruces NM, 7/3/2011 12:04 
* 
Make the travelers pay. Make sure they don't get any benefits again 
until they pay up. 
- KEITH BEVERLEY, Gillingham Dorset , 7/3/2011 11:58 
* 
Perhaps if we first confiscate their assets then ask the public to 
contribute, I will. The reason this cost is so high is because of the 
"Dilly Dallying" of the Council. As soon as they move on to the 
land they should have been moved off, no court order needed. But 
all in all get them off no matter the cost.   
- Brian Keith, Ellesmere,England, 7/3/2011 11:57 
* 

 



 

I used to live in Eseex, not Basildon area but not too far from it and 
i had a plot of land that i wanted to build my home on it took me 3 
years to fight the council for planning and then when it was 
granted by the Department of Enviroment the local council told me 
i had to change the style of the windows to sash which were far 
more expensive they then told me during my dispute with them 
that no houses were going to be built in my area EVER 3 years 
after my house was built a small development went up with 15 
houses on it, i blame Basildon council for this mess with these 
travellers they should have dealt with this problem when they first 
arrived on the site, if you or i put as much as a tent on green belt 
we would be prosecuted, they have allowed these people to laugh 
at them for years and it has cost a lot of hard working people a lot 
of money because their homes near this site devalued by thousands 
shame on Basildon council those in charge of this should be sacked 
NOW.  - debbie, norfolk, 7/3/2011 11:53 
* 
Surely a few local contractors using bulldozers could clear the site 
a lot cheaper?  - Stratford, Hants, 7/3/2011 11:37 
* 
If they claim to be travellers, then they should travel. If they do not 
travel then they are not travellers and must obey the laws of the 
land regarding permanent settlement. 
- Susan, Manchester, 7/3/2011 11:33 
* 
So, um, let them stay?  - Bob, BobLand, 7/3/2011 11:28 
* 
We should move the site to the outskirts of York, that should please 
Jane    - Alexander, Saffron Walden, 7/3/2011 11:21 
* 
Make Tresspass, a criminal law instead of civil. That saves 18 
million, this piece of advice is free.   
- Keith, Bournemouth, 7/3/2011 11:20 
* 
That's funny Basildon District Council have said it will cost £5m? 

 



 

If they had not been such a bunch of wimps from day one this 
would not have got to epidemic proportions would it. They have 
lived on council property rent free so make them pay the bill after 
all they have enough money and at least it will go towards all their 
tax bills! - Steve Rogers, Essex, 7/3/2011 11:16 
* 
I have a caravan, perhaps that makes me a traveller, but when I 
travel, I have to use licensed sites and pay the market rate. Why 
should I subsidise other people who want to live by different rules. 
To set up a licensed site you have to have prior planning 
permission for land where such sites are permitted. Make everyone 
play be same rules, send in the bailiffs 
- exnomad, Sussex, 7/3/2011 11:11 
* 
$18m just think of the consternation if that much was spent on 
police overtime. We could have saved it for MP's expenses. But 
£18m on travellers now that is money well spent. 
- Toto Kubwa, Cyprus, 7/3/2011 11:01 
* 
Travellers do not need permanent sites, if they wish to give up their 
way of life and live in proper homes and start paying all the taxes 
etc, then good luck to them, otherwise move them on. I f I stopped 
in my motorhome I would be moved on forthwith tired from 
driving or not, this is wild camping only the travellers have slightly 
extended their stay - hjarta, falkirk Uk, 7/3/2011 11:00 
* 
Where do they come up with the numbers - are we now trying to 
justify keeping illegal sites because of the cost to remove the 
illegals. Real easy, give the notice, and then bring on the 
bulldozers. PS you can recycle the concrete etc., and sell it. 
- Monica, Houston, Texas, 7/3/2011 10:57 
* 
Then change the rules so they can be evicted in 72 hours. That way 
we the tax payers don't have to fund this farce and travellers get to 
do what they claim is they human rights, thats "TRAVEL" 

 



 

- polly, England, 7/3/2011 10:55 
* 
jane, york, 7/3/2011 16:10 - Why not post your details up, they can 
contact you and you can direct them to an open field near you and 
you loved ones. - Chris Butler, Devon, 7/3/2011 10:50 
* 
The travellers frequently say they are all one big family, so give 
them the bill for 18 million pounds.    
- Steve, Durham, 7/3/2011 10:47 
* 
is it not the point to travel your travellers????  - alice, kent, 
7/3/2011 10:46 
* 
This is a green field site. If these people are allowed to stay a 
precedent will be set which would mean no other green field site 
would be safe from development. If a non-traveller had attempted 
to build on a green field site the full weight of the law would have 
descended upon them before now. There are stories of people who 
have planning permission to build an extension to their homes 
which has been a few inches wrong and the planning officers have 
been on them like a ton of bricks. The law is there for everybody, 
no one group to be allowed to break it. 
- Olive, Wiltshire, 7/3/2011 10:41 
* 
Why not make them integrate, stop living like an exclusive tribal 
community and earn some respect by contributing to society rather 
than abusing it? If they live on a fixed site then they are no longer 
travellers are they? And perhaps they could appreciate that the 
majority of people in this country are different to them and require 
somewhere to live where their lives are not going to be disrupted 
by noisy, disrespectful travellers.  - Terry, Herts, 7/3/2011 10:36 
* 
Seize all but their vans, cars, wagons and trailers to offset some of 
the cost and send them on their way with nothing. They are 
'travellers' so travel! 

 



 

- Mowdiwarp, Huddersfield, UK, 7/3/2011 10:32 
* 
IT COULD ONLY HAPPEN IN THE UK...........WHAT A JOKE!! 
- rogerw, stone, staffs, 7/3/2011 10:32 
* 
Worth every penny...................I wouldn't mind the extra fuel tax 
even, if it were used for this sort of thing.   - David K, Buxton UK, 
7/3/2011 10:23       (wow) 
* 
I know Crays Hill. Properties have de-valued badly Its a pretty, 
pretty village and I would have loved to have lived there, but the 
area has such a poor reputation due to the travellers. If they do go, 
I doubt it will be quietly BUT they should abide by the same rules 
as anyone else, and they don't . Hence they spoil things for 
themselves.   - anon, Essex, 7/3/2011 10:18 
* 
Always amazes me why so many travellers refuse to travel.  - 
Sarah, Poole, 7/3/2011 10:16 
* 
Two things: First - how the hell is it costing £18mill? Second - 
what of the 40 families who were originally given planning 
permission to live there 40 years ago - what will happen to them? 
As for the term 'traveller' it is misused here.   
- Susan, Devonshire, 7/3/2011 10:16 
* 
How can they be homeless, the clue is in, "Motorhome, and 
Caravan" ?- Graham, Sheffeild UK, 7/3/2011 10:13 
* 
Jane of York - your comments are in ignorance of the facts. This is 
not about the locals intolerance of different cultures - it is about 
achieving equity in the application of the law. Basildon already 
provides significantly more authorised traveller pitches than any 
other district in Essex and only 2 other districts in England provide 
more. Basildon though has far fewer snobs than York. Three 
Labour Secretaries of State (Prescott,Kelly and Blears) rejected the 

 



 

Dale Farm travellers various appeals against the Council's refuse to 
grant retrospective planning consent, all subsequently confirmed 
by the Court of Appeal and the House of Lords. The conclusion 
reached was overwhelming harm to the green belt outweighed the 
travellers personal circumstances. More sites are required but not 
in Basildon.  - mikeb, billericay,essex, 7/3/2011 10:11 
* 
I applaued the council. Just because you are a so called minority it 
does not give you the wright to brake the law. As for the cost of 
eviction a proportion of this should be met surely by the law 
brakers themselves. If you take a close look at the photo's you can 
clearly see quite a few Bungalow type builds, this surely does not 
support "traveller's. 
- Andy Barlestone, Leicester, 7/3/2011 10:08 
* 
bulldozer is £200 for the day to hire.....Thus saving £8.999.800.00.. 
right thats sorted, next problem pls  - zoo, the real world, 7/3/2011 
9:59 
* 
nobody should be allowed to take anything off the site except the 
clothes they are wearing unless they pay the costs of clearing the 
site and returning it to its original state. In prison all the adults if 
they cause trouble. Use the law and if the law don't work start 
writing a new law. A start would be a simple amendment to the law 
on travelers. They should loose the status of travelers if they 
remain in one place more than 3 months (90 days). That way 
mobile homes would have to be mobile since a sight could not be 
occupied by the same person continuously. As soon as they cease 
to be a mobile family the are subject to the same laws as the rest of 
us and also loose the freebies they get by claiming Gypsy status.  - 
Pedro Santamaria, Granada, Spain, 7/3/2011 9:58 
* 
Some people should take a good look at themselves. There's so 
much hate in this world and a lot of it is breeding on these message 
boards.  - Red, UK, 7/3/2011 9:57 

 



 

* 
g s brewis I dispute your claim that councils can only count in 
millions. Ever since the credit crunch I have only ever heard the 
government talk in billions.  
- Anne, Kingston, Kingston, Surrey, 7/3/2011 9:57 
* 
Since when do so called 'minorities' have the right to decide which 
laws they want to obey? What part of ILLEGAL don't they 
understand? The rest of us are bound by strict planning laws & so 
should they be? Why has this dragged on for 10 years? The 
bulldozers should have been sent in asap when they moved in - no 
grace period, no different treatment!! France just doesn't seem to 
suffer the same angst in removing them   
- Dee, Midlands, 7/3/2011 9:56 
* 
When you look at the areial photo of the site its disgusting to see 
the distruction of that peice of land, to think the council were 
powerless for 10 years the laws that must surely have been broken 
for such distruction regardless of who owns the land it has now 
been destroyed.   - john, east anglia , 7/3/2011 9:51 
* 
Jane,York, post your address, perhaps you would like them at the 
end of your garden,As for taking ten years, they should have been 
evicted in months, thanks again Labour. 
- jack, ashford.england, 7/3/2011 9:51 
* 
they wont get much money from the sale of their caravans if they 
seize them perhaps a few hundred quid offsite. leave em alone they 
have been their since the 70s make it a legal site. I am not very 
proud to be part of the human race these days.   
- cassandra, ramsgate u.k, 7/3/2011 9:50 
* 
Had the council evicted them immediately they contravened the 
green belt legislation the cost would have been negligible by 
comparison but with Nuliebour in power it was not politically 

 



 

correct. The people who should pay the cost are the travellers and 
all the councillors and council staff for failing to do their duty in 
supporting OUR laws. ONLY then will the message go out to all in 
sundry the Law whatever it is is there to be obeyed.   
- Jim, Manchester, 7/3/2011 9:50 
* 
Is the site near someone important then?   
- Judith C, London, England, 7/3/2011 9:43 
* 
Worth every single penny to demonstrate to the people occupying 
the site that the law applies to them as well as the rest of us. The 
place looks like a scrapyard. Why do the council have to find them 
homes. They've got one already, on wheels.   
- MikeT, Whiston, 7/3/2011 9:42 
* 
Why do 'travellers' want a permanent site?   
- Bobp, Solihull, 7/3/2011 9:42 
* 
I can see, as always on the daily mail that one of the most 
intelligent comments has received the most thumbs down. why 
dont you come up with a sensible plan DM commenters and stop 
moaning?   - Dr Iannis, Marlborough, 7/3/2011 9:41 
* 
Jane, york. Why not invite them to live near you !  
- shallotman, Basildon, 7/3/2011 9:40 
* 
At last a council with the balls to actually take action, about 
flaming time. Those who refuse to leave of their own accord 
should have their kids taken into care and all their property seized 
and sold to try and recoup a small fraction of the cost and let the 
other "travellers" around the country know they will not be 
allowed to get away with it the next time they set up camp 
illegally. 
- liz, Florida, ex UK, 7/3/2011 9:37 
* 

 



 

In Ireland they confiscate their caravans, cars etc if they camp 
illegally because it is seen as a CRIMINAL OFFENCE, whilst 
over here it is a civil offence, hence the number of Irish travellers 
over here..........as they too are part of the EU....why can't we apply 
the same here!!     - blugirl, uk, 7/3/2011 9:34 
* 
Let the people who allowed this to come about in the first place, 
also pay up.   - Sarah, East Anglia, 7/3/2011 9:33 
* 
Not until the last line of the article does the DM point out that 
originally planning permission was granted for 40 families to 
occupy the site. Therefore, as it is not by definition an 'illegal' site 
in the Green Belt at all, presumably the grounds for eviction are 
now based on 'over-density.' Would it not have been better for all 
if, in the first instance of more than 40 plots being occupied, the 
council had used its powers to move on any unauthorized 
residents? Once the 'overflow' families have been moved on, will 
the council be keeping a weather-eye for any further 
encroachments on the land covered by the existing planning 
permission? 
- Foxy9212, Hertfordshire, UK, 7/3/2011 9:32 
* 
With so many lawyers in parliament surely one of them could draft 
a law that makes what they are doing, and squatting, illegal so that 
the boys in blue can move them on day one. 
- Fred, colony of EUSSR, 7/3/2011 9:31 
* 
I hope in the future the authorities will nip this sort of thing in the 
bud before it gets to this stage...we need some of our laws looking 
at, including squatters rights etc! 
- Fairs fair, England, 7/3/2011 9:30 
* 
If they confiscate their caravans, then the council will have to 
rehouse them!  - Stuart, Bradford, 7/3/2011 9:30 
* 

 



 

Doesn't look any worse than some of the Holiday sights on the 
North Wales Coast, or on the East coast of England. The way to 
move these people is to send in the council inspectors, to claim 
community charges, Gas, Electric, TV, water and National 
insurance etc. Record all the motor vehicles registration numbers, 
check them for Tax, Mot and insurance. Ensure that all the children 
are attending school up to the statutory age...    
- Max, Rugeley, 7/3/2011 9:25 
* 
Just a minute! £!8M? 90 families? That's £200,000 PER FAMILY, 
just to move them on? What are they going to do, build them all a 
nice new house somewhere else? The simple way would be to 
blockade the entrance. (A few SAS guys would probably enjoy 
doing it in their spare time,) and stop anyone getting back in after 
they leave. If you want to use the law to protect yourself, you 
should abide by it in the first place, something these people don't 
seem to understand..   - Robert, Leicester, 7/3/2011 9:25 
* 
Funny, if you don't pay your car tax or insure your car, they will 
take it away and crush it. These people seem to be able to get away 
with whatever they like. Seize the vehicles and auction them off, 
seize the caravans and other assets and do the same. They are 
lawbreakers.  - Jeremy R, Sheffield, England, 7/3/2011 9:21 
* 
Just ship them out after all they are travellers, well they should 
travel then, Why has it taken so long?    
- Marie, Lancs, 7/3/2011 9:19 
* 
Money well spent, if the Council had acted properly in the first 
place and if the law wasn't so impotent we would not have this 
problem. Should do as in the Rep of Ireland make trespass a 
criminal offence and allow immediate repossession. They did it 
over there and solved their problem overnight.   
- steve, wimborne, 7/3/2011 9:14 
* 

 



 

Worth every penny, do not be blackmailed into leaving them there 
because of the cost. Councils UK wide are footing a horrendous 
bill for clearing up after them, this will only increase if they are not 
stood up to. The settled community have to pay their way, why 
does being a "traveller" mean you are above all laws.    
- Bill Mann, UK, 7/3/2011 9:13 
* 
Last week it was quoted as £5m. to evict them; but I agree with 
'Jane York,' why not legalise the site and keep the number of 
vehicles and people there at its present level or fewer. You can see 
the camp from the A130, its not in anyones way, and with better 
facilities wouldn't be an eyesore.  - June, CI UK, 7/3/2011 9:11 
* 
I'm sure plenty of readers are thinking how an eviction could be 
undertaken for a fraction of this cost, starting off by cutting water 
and power and allowing only one way entry on the adjoining 
council-owned road, the one way being out. 
- The UK giveth and the EU taketh away, Wales, 7/3/2011 9:11 
* 
Money well spent, if the Council had acted properly in the first 
place and if the law wasn't so impotent we would not have this 
problem. Should do as in the Rep of Ireland make trespass a 
criminal offence and allow immediate repossession. They did it 
over there and solved their problem overnight.  - 
 steve, wimborne, 7/3/2011 9:09 
* 
If this had not been allowed in the first place the authorities would 
not have to spend this preposterous amount of money now to get 
rid of them . Where is the law that should prohibit this ? If it's 
allowed to continue, this site will become a small town, Most of 
their pitches are bigger than most tax payers' gardens. Strange that 
Labour councillors have opposed the eviction. Will Labour oppose 
on "humanitarian grounds "when our son and family have their 
home repossessed because he is out of a job with no prospect of 
another and can't pay his mortgage ? I don't think so .     

 



 

- Maggie, Lincoln, 7/3/2011 9:08 
 
Why has it cost so much ? Answer the Lawers have dragged it out 
to make as much money as possible.   
- bonerattle, Birmingham UK, 7/3/2011 9:07 
* 
CAN ANYONE TELL ME WHY THE BILL OF £18 MILLION 
FALLS ON THE TAXPAYER? TRAVELLERS ARE INTHE 
WRONG THEY SHOULD GET THE BILL.AND THE FAT CAT 
AT THE COUNCIL SHOULD HAVE DONE THEIR WELL-
OVER-PAID JOB 10 YEARS AGO BY NOT PERMITTING THE 
FIRST CARAVAN TO STAY IN THE FIRST PLACE.   
- linda, sussex, 7/3/2011 9:05 
* 
Why is this going to cost £18m? Surely It could be used to provide 
the army with excellent training for crowd/insurgent control 
deployments. Then, with appropriate armed control provided, it 
should not cost £18m to just bulldoze anything remaining on the 
site when the notice expires into skips. "It is important the law is 
applied equally" you say? - Yeah, right. Like any law-abiding 
citizen would have got away with this for 10 years!  
- Eric, Swindon, UK, 7/3/2011  
* 
As long as they are not in your back yard though Jane. Why should 
they be given special treatment.   
- Roy, Worcester England, 7/3/2011 9:02 
* 
Obviously they're no longer travellers if they've been living at this 
farm for 10 years. They're gypsies so send them travelling! Power 
to the council!- Jackie, .Ancaster, Canada, 7/3/2011 9:01 
* 
Some years ago, while I was living in the UK, gypsies moved onto 
the land behind my house. All of my neighbours started a petition 
to have them evicted. I refused to sign because I thought like 
Jane.........Until they chopped my back fence down and tried to sell 

 



 

it back to me for firewood! 
- Maggie Edwards, Granada, 7/3/2011 8:58 
* 
where will they jump on land next then? then there will be another 
10 years trying to evict then... they will keep doing this until 
somewhere will give up. Why can`t they be evicted straight away?/ 
after all it is trespass, same as entering a persons home. We are 
such a coward uk these days afraid to do the right thing to protect 
our land owners and our green belt areas 
- carl, Wales, 7/3/2011 8:58 
* 
If they are not travelling they are not travellers, just illegal 
developers. if they are allowed to keep their illegal development, 
what is to stop anyone creating a nice little maggot farm (for 
example) next door to all those proposing to let them stay. That 
field next to them looks like a prime site for an environmentally 
sound pig slurry fermentation plant.- Fred, East, 7/3/2011 8:52 
* 
And they wonder why no-one wants them around.........!    
- TC, Leicester, 7/3/2011 8:51 

V 
4000 tonnes of manure on the surrounding fields will be a much 
faster and cheaper option, first warm day will see them leaving 
fairly sharpish.  - dan, Tonbridge, 7/3/2011 8:50 
* 
It would have been cheaper to leave them where they are 
- intherealworldintherealworld, planetearth, 7/3/2011 8:45 
* 
It just shows how much this country fails that we are even at this 
point with this site This issue should have been dealt with a long 
time ago. It seems tax payers have less rights than travellers these 
days and dont even get me started on squatters. 
- chris, weston super nightmare, 7/3/2011 8:45 

 



 

* 
Lawyers on the take again I see!     
- ashenkorren, suffolk, 7/3/2011 8:42 
* 
Mr Ball said: 'No one wants a forced clearance of this site and we 
have spent 10 years asking the travellers to work with us to seek a 
peaceful resolution." I am quite sure the local, legitimate residents 
would have loved to see a forced eviction ten years ago. I know I 
would.  - ShadyAidy, Nottingham, 7/3/2011 8:42 
* 
Agree with Steve, but that should also include the legal costs to the 
council  - Peengin, Peterborough, 7/3/2011 8:42 
* 
Charge the travellers!   - Paul Davis, York, 7/3/2011 8:40 
* 
Just leave them what's the point at a cost of £18 million just to 
remove them. After that they will just move on or the council will 
be obliged to offer them council housing a further cost. It may be a 
green belt area but what's the difference when you see new housing 
estates being built on green land in other places.   
- Anon, Anon, 7/3/2011 8:38 
* 
Meanwhile the hard working, law abiding citizens of Crays Hill 
watched the value of their properties plummit from having this lot 
around them for the last few years ! These so called travellers think 
they are owed something by the councils, government - they don't 
pay anything so why should they have any rights - pay your way & 
then you can have an opinion ......... Andy H, Plymouth - I agree 
entirely :o)  - Alison, Chelmsford, UK, 7/3/2011 8:35 
* 
£10million for the police sounds a bit stiff??   
- koala, Nottingham UK, 7/3/2011 8:34 
* 
Perhaps channel 4 would like to pay their expences.   
- jan, somerset, 7/3/2011 8:33 

 



 

* 
And where are they going to move to? Presumably somewhere else 
illegal??!!   - linda , shropshire, 7/3/2011 8:32 
* 
£18 million for what, the police claim it could cost them £10 
million, and £8 million for the council. on the day of eviction , 
have a couple of bulldozers waiting, and on the deadline in they 
go, as for the police, is the whole metropolitan police force turning 
up.   - jb, costa del sol, 7/3/2011 8:27 
* 
If they are truly "Travellers" why do they not travel?   
- David Briggs-Wilson, Bouxieres France, 7/3/2011 8:26 
* 
"'However, it is important the law is applied equally and fairly to 
all people and if we do not take action in this case, we would have 
little moral right as a planning authority to take action against 
future unauthorised developments." "'That would set a very 
dangerous precedent.'" --- What is this strange new language being 
spoken by a public official? Or put the question in a more realistic 
form. From which planet has Mr Ball recently returned?  
- Peter, Grimsby U K, 7/3/2011  
* 
How can it cost £18 million for a bulldozer to flatten everything, I 
would do it for far less.  - Dave, Merseyside, 7/3/2011 8:21 
* 
18 million pounds bill?,do it worth every penny, all credit to tony 
ball the council leader unlike the whimps on the labour side, what 
price fair play at last , let the supposed travellers return to their 
home country and try this charade their feet would not touch the 
floor at the speed of them being moved on.   
- patgard36, london/england., 7/3/2011 8:18 
* 
Whatever the cost the law must be enforced.   
- Dab, Cambs England, 7/3/2011 8:17 
* 

 



 

Make them pay by seizing all their assets.   
- HarryH, England, UK, 7/3/2011 8:17 
* 
Why not just make it a legal site? That will save money and also 
allow the occupants to remain where they are, instead of travelling 
the country trying to find non-existent legal sites (there are not 
enough). As for the locals, they need to appreciate that other 
people are different to themselves and require somewhere to live. 
If the tension reduces, so will anti-social behaviour. My experience 
of gypsies is that if you treat them with common courtesy and don't 
look down your noses at them, and in fact are friendly and polite, 
they'll never give you any problems. Start sneering at them and you 
are in for trouble, and that probably serves you right for being a 
snob. They are proud people and will defend their sense of honour. 
With overcrowding, if more sites are available, then there will be 
less overcrowding.   - jane, york, 7/3/2011 8:10 
* 
Seize all their possessions and sell them to defray expenses. it 
won't cover the bill, but it will help and it'll send out the right 
message to others.  - Mark R, Coventry UK, 7/3/2011 8:08 
* 
The clue is in the word.. travellers, bring in the army and water 
cannons, send the freeloaders traveling.   
- Gordon Bennett, Bristol UK, 7/3/2011 8:01 
* 
I hope they will be trying to recover some of the costs by 
confiscating vehicles, caravans and their contents.   
- JL, Luton, 7/3/2011 8:00 
* 
Could anyone have the courage to give us a breakdown of the 
£18million Apparently govt & councils can only count in millions 
- g s brewis, northumberland, 7/3/2011 7:56 
* 
"We won't go" ........ er you're travellers?   
- Mark, Yorkshire, 7/3/2011 7:55 

 



 

* 
Their caravans and other possesions are being used for an illegal 
activity so should be confiuscated and sold to help fund the huge 
cost of the action    - Steve, Amersham. England, 7/3/2011 7:53 
* 
Well done the council! If they won't move voluntarily remove their 
illegal development with a conflagration. Shouldn't cost £18 
million.  - Dr Fizonky, Brighton, UK, 7/3/2011 7:49 
* 
If, on the way to our holidays, we parked our caravan in a layby, 
within ten minutes the boys in blue would tap on the window and 
tell us to get moving. If the so called travellers park anywhere they 
like, we dare not say anything because of PC madness that totally 
protects anybody who raises the minority flag.   
- IthinkThusIam, Sothend-on-Sea, 7/3/2011 7:46 
* 
And once they are evicted, send them a bill for it!   
- Harken, European Dictatorship, 7/3/2011 7:36 
* 
90 families - 1000 people. Therein lies the root of the problem.   
- Oversees Worker, Leiden, Netherlands, 7/3/2011 6:53 
                                                                                                                         
© Daily Mail 
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From Dale Farm’s website  http://dalefarm.wordpress.com/ 
     
Basildon Council enforce media ‘blackout’  
as Bailiffs break the law. 
                              Posted on October 22, 2011  
 
Basildon council have prevented media from accessing Dale Farm 
until Monday at the earliest, as it emerged today that Bailiffs were 
breaking the law. Constant & Co. Bailiffs have begun removing 
fences and walls in breach of a court order requiring them to give 

 

http://dalefarm.wordpress.com/


 

48 hours notice before work can commence. Notices were given to 
residents on Friday morning and are scheduled to expire at 9am on 
Sunday. One women, recovering on a legal plot after a fractured 
spine obtained from police heavy-handedness, was intimidated out 
of her home as bailiffs began illegally demolishing her fences and 
walls. Bailiffs also broke the windows of her chalet.  This same 
resident had received serious spinal injuries as a result of a police 
assault on Wednesday.  Mary Sheridan, a resident, described the 
tactics as “disgraceful. We always knew the Bailiffs would breach 
their court orders, they always do. But I can’t believe Basildon 
council could be so obviously trying to cover-up their demolition 
of our homes from the world.”  Yesterday Bailiffs attempted to 
move trailers from three families’ plots despite confirmation at the 
High Court by Justice Edwards-Stuart on 4 Oct that these plots 
could not be evicted and that families had a legal right to stay. 
Barrister Marc Willers was forced to intervene, reminding the 
Council that any action on these plots would place them in 
contempt of court.  The imposition of media blackout today 
follows Basildon council’s ‘forcible eviction’ of local MEP 
Richard Howitt from the press enclosure last Wednesday [1]. 
Howitt is an outspoken critic of the forced eviction. Supporter Ali 
Saunders said, “the council’s attempt at a cover-up is evidence of 
their embarrassment. This brutal eviction has left families with 
nowhere to go and will fall upon the conscience of all of the 
British people”. 
 
Demolition of Dale Farm set to ramp up today 
Posted on October 23, 2011  
A 48 hours notice is set to expire today, giving bailiffs at Dale 
Farm free rein as they continue their destruction of the community.  
Resident Mary Sheridan, who is temporarily staying with family 
on the legal half of the Crays Hill settlement, said “It’s finally 
hitting us, we’re seeing our homes destroyed.  I just saw my 
cousin’s house broken apart.  Now we have to pick up and find 
somewhere to go.”  The media have been unable to witness this 

 



 

due to Basildon Council’s media blackout. Journalists have been 
questioning the Council’s refusal to let press on site. 
Legal Observers Urgently Needed 
Posted on October 24, 2011  
Dear all, 
The eviction continues, with concrete being dug up, the local 
chapel being demolished, & chalets removed or destroyed.  
However, the site is largely calm, and legal monitoring and 
supporting should be an entirely non-arrestable and safe role. We 
still need legal monitors this week to ensure that the area is livable 
for those residents who will be allowed back.  We have enough for 
today, but more are needed tomorrow and onwards. Residents are 
also really encouraging supporters and witnesses to come down as 
this is an indescribably difficult time for those who have remained. 
Independent media can also take video and photos for the legal 
observing team, and to get images out to the world. 
 
Please contact dalefarmbackoffice [at] riseup.net or 07583621312 
[note number change] to get info about legal monitoring or 
supporting, and to say when you can come up. We need to co-
ordinate the monitoring, so please do get in touch before you go.  
Also, if you witnessed arrests, property damage or assaults during 
the eviction, please get in touch with dalefarmbackoffice [at] 
riseup.net to submit witness statements. 
 
Dale Farm residents address supporters 
Posted on October 25, 2011  
One thing about solidarity with Dale Farm residents — it was 
always easy to know why we were there. Just listen to two of the 
residents who addressed a gathering of several hundred supporters. 
One resident, a member of the media team, and Kathleen 
McCarthy, spokesperson for Dale Farm residents, spoke to us by 
phone — even in the face of losing their community, they are so 
generous, optimistic and inspiring.  One resident breaks into tears 

 



 

as she talks about her parent’s chalet being demolished  “When yea 
came to Dale Farm you came just to support the cause, because 
you knew it was wrong. But we feel in love with each and every 
one of you. We did, we feel in love with yea. The best thing about 
Dale Farm which I’ll take away with me, was meeting all of yea, 
and that’s from my heart. Me and my mum had a conversation, and 
she went back to our great ancestors, and no body has ever stood 
up in history for Travelling people. And Dale Farm comes along, 
and we had people, really good settled people that stood up for us. 
And that my mum said, made history. She said ‘You’ve lost your 
homes, but it made history.’”  Kathleen thanks her supporters.  “It 
was an experience I will never forget, to watch what happened to 
you, and you were so lovable. I’ll never forget that, and my people 
will never forget that.” 
 
Legal observers still urgently needed! 
Posted on October 28, 2011  
The eviction is still ongoing and we still need legal observers – 
they are the main support Dale Farm residents have right now. We 
expect the clearance operation to continue for two to three weeks 
and we are understaffed this weekend (29/30 October). Bailiffs are 
damaging property and remaining residents feel intimidated.  
Before you go, ring 07928632302, or if that doesn’t work, 
07583621312, to check the situation.  Finally, a reminder that as a 
legal observer you absolutely can’t participate in direct action, and 
you need to have been trained (though if you haven’t done it before 
hopefully there’ll be more experienced LOs to pair you up with!). 
Legal observers were under threat of being barred from site 
yesterday and we need to make sure we maintain our credibility 
Things to bring: 
camera/video camera 
spare batteries 
notebook 
2-3 pens 
torch and batteries 

 



 

Spare toothbrushes & toothpaste 
If possible, hard hat & Hi-Viz jacket 
 
News Bulletin  Posted on October 25, 2011  
Legal Observers Needed 
The eviction continues, with concrete being dug up, the local 
chapel being demolished, & chalets removed or destroyed. 
However, the site is largely calm, and legal monitoring and 
supporting should be an entirely non-arrestable and safe role. We 
still need legal monitors this week to ensure that the area is 
liveable for those residents who will be allowed back. We have 
enough for today, but more are needed tomorrow and onwards. 
Residents are also really encouraging supporters and witnesses to 
come down as this is an indescribably difficult time for those who 
have remained.  Please contact dalefarmbackoffice@riseup.net or 
07583621312 [note number change] to get info about legal 
monitoring or supporting, and to say when you can come up. We 
need to co-ordinate the monitoring, so please do get in touch 
before you go. 
 
Youth Worker Needed 
Half term has started which means that the children of Dale Farm 
will not be able to escape the brutality of this eviction by going to 
school. Volunteers have taken upon themselves to keep the 
children busy but are running out of idea’s. We are currently 
looking for persons who have experience in youth work who could 
go down to Dale Farm and/or provide assistance to the persons 
who are already working with the children. Please reply to 
savedalefarm@ [at] gmail.com for contacts. 
 
5th of November Meeting 
The ongoing Dale Farm eviction does not mean that we as a 
Travellers solidarity movement have failed. This is only the 
beginning as the struggle of Travellers all over Britain continues 

 



 

with multiple communities under the threat of eviction. There will 
be a meeting of in-depth debate and discussion on the 5th of 
November 11 am at Cityside House, 40 Adler St, London E1 1EE. 
Please disseminate this meeting widely and rsvp to savedalefarm 
[at] gmail.com to attend. 
 
Residents address Dale Farm Supporters 
During the Dale Farm meeting at the London Anarchist Book Fair 
Dale Farm residents addressed hundreds of assembled supporters. 
We are planning on maintaining links with residents through the 
Traveller Solidarity Network. You can listen to the audioclip on 
http://wp.me/p10C4W-kh 
 
Court Support Needed 
During the eviction many supporters were arrested on various 
charges. Some of those supporters have their bail day this week 
and support would be greatly appreciated. Please contact 
dalefarmbackoffice [at] riseup.net for more info. 
 
Donations Needed 
As ever, we are in desperate need of funds to cover our costs. 
Please donate at dalefarm.wordpress.com/donate: organise a 
fundraiser, ask your friends and family, run a marathon: whatever 
you can do, do it. 
                                                                                                                                    
© Dale Farm 
*****************************************************
Fears Mount of Dale Farm like Eviction  
                            at St Paul’s 
                           Posted on October 29, 2011  
 
Councillor Brian Mooney today echoed Canon Giles Fraser’s 
concerns that police will attempt to clear Occupy London 
protesters at St Paul’s using the same violent tactics that were used 

 



 

against travellers and their supporters at Dale Farm. Riot Police 
waded into Dale Farm firing tasers, and used batons, shields and 
fists to take control of the site. Resident Nora Egan was baton 
charged and was taken to hospital twice with spinal injuries. 
Bailiffs later smashed their way into her chalet while she was 
inside. Two supporters were hit with tasers, one in the back, and 
another was taken to hospital after brutal treatment from Police 
when they removed him from the scaffolding tower. Residents of 
Dale Farm were severely traumatised by the level of violence and 
intimidation they witnessed form the Police.  Ali Saunders of Dale 
Farm Solidarity said:  “The eviction at Dale Farm show that Canon 
Giles Fraser is right to fear police brutality against the Occupy 
London camp. Travellers are constantly in fear of violence from 
the State. As the economic crisis spirals out of government control, 
anyone whose actions or way of life challenges the way our 
capitalist society is organised can become a target for this kind of 
brutality.” Dale Farm resident Kathleen McCarthy said:  “I went to 
St Paul’s and they were good people. I don’t want to see them go 
through the violence shown to us at Dale Farm. I pray they all stay 
safe.”  Dale Farm residents who have moved temporarily to friends 
plots on the legal side of Dale Farm are now being threatened with 
imminent eviction.  Ali Saunders of Dale Farm Solidarity added:  
“They are desperate and have no where to go. Why else would they 
be there living there among the shattered wrecks of their homes, 
clinging onto what is left of their community and children’s 
future.” 
 
Notes to the Editor (of Dale Farm Website where this Guardian 
piece was found) 
[1] Brian Mooney warned that the situation could turn into a “Dale 
Farm-like eviction” in the Guardian saying “There is now a serious 
danger it will go all the way through and end up with a Dale Farm-
like eviction. It’s a long way down the line but… at some stage 
bailiffs are brought in and police are rigged up in gear and then 
there is an unpleasant eviction on the steps of St Paul’s and the 

 



 

heart of the City.” : 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2011/oct/28/st-pauls-lawyers-
activist-camp  
 
Canon Giles Fraser expressed similar concerns in resigning from 
the Cathedral on Thursday 27 October 2011 saying “I could not 
countenance the idea that we would have the sort of scenes we had 
at Dale Farm done in the name of the church on the steps of St 
Paul’s.” 
                                                                                                                                      
©  Guardian 
***************************************************** 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2011/oct/27/giles-fraser-occupy-
london-st-pauls?intcmp=239  
 
The Traveller Solidarity Movement after Dale 
Farm: Where Next? 
 
A meeting of debate and strategy.  11am Saturday 5th November 
3rd Floor Cityside House, 40 Adler St, London E1 1EE. 
Near Aldgate East and Whitechapel tube st. (District Line, 
Hammersmith & City) 
Buses: 205 (from Paddington), 15, 25, 67, 115, 135, 205, 254, D3. 
To attend you need to RSVP- email savedalefarm@gmail.com 
To sign up to email list ; 
https://lists.aktivix.org/mailman/listinfo/tsn 
 
Council failures cause serious injuries  
at Dale Farm 
                              Posted on November 13, 2011  
Two of the remaining residents at Dale Farm have been seriously 
injured. One resident fell down a six-foot trench and became 
trapped for an hour before going to hospital. Another suffered a 
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broken leg after a path gave way. The injuries come as complaints 
have continued to mount over the cutting of electricity, streetlights 
and other amenities to legal plots.  Residents and their supporters 
will be consulting their solicitors on Monday to assess possible 
breaches of UK legislation by Basildon Council and will report the 
incidents to the Health and Safety Executive.  Nora Flynn was 
walking on the pathway to get some diesel for the generator so she 
could wash her children’s clothes. The pathway gave way 
underneath her. Paramedics struggled to rescue her because the 
roads accessing the site have been dug up. She was admitted to 
hospital for neck and back injuries and continues to be in serious 
pain.  Michelle Sheridan, Nora’s sister, said”It’s like something 
you see on the TV news from a third world country. My children 
don’t eat and they don’t sleep. The bailiffs have ignored the courts. 
The council said they wouldn’t dig up the roads and they did. 
Basildon Council have left us in hell on earth.  Patrick Egan, 
whose house has planning permission at the site, fell down a trench 
breaking his leg while checking the damage to his property which 
has cracked walls, no electricity and a broken septic tank. Mr 
Egan’s house has never been the subject of enforcement by the 
council yet is has still been badly damaged. Mr Egan said: “My 
work is in disarray. I now can’t work.”  Ali Stephens of the 
Travellers Support Network, said, “Basildon Council’s £18 million 
pound plan for the site does not appear to include any health and 
safety concerns for the remaining residents. Why are excavations 
not fenced off and lit at night? Why is there not a safe distance 
between ongoing work on the site and peoples’ homes and access 
to them? Is Basildon Council biased against travellers, or is it just 
plain negligence?”  He continued, “Life for the remaining residents 
of Dale Farm is bleak. Their formerly vibrant community has been 
turned into apocalyptic scenes of rubble, broken pipes, rubbish and 
stinking raw sewage. It’s shocking.” Both injured residents are 
available for interview. 
  Dale Farm Families return as planning inquiry opens 
                           Posted on November 17, 2011  

 



 

Undeterred by last month’s brutal clearance, many families are 
returning to Dale Farm for Christmas.   In response Tory council 
leader Tony Ball is threatening to have them committed to prison 
for contempt of court if they breach an injunction preventing re-
occupation.  “They have nowhere to go,” says Patrick Egan, owner 
of Dale Farm House, who is presently giving refuge to 5 caravans 
on his property. “If forced off here they’ll have to move onto car 
parks. We’re not leaving Basildon.”  Next week, however, 
Travellers are meeting head on Ball’s challenge to seek planning 
permission before occupying another location. A public inquiry 
opens on Tuesday (22 Nov) into Dale Farm Housing Association’s 
bid to open a mobile-home park on nearby land for all those made 
homeless.  The land at Church Road, Laindon, was originally 
offered by the HCA, a government quango, to Basildon council to 
help it meet its duty to provide 62 new plots for homeless 
Travellers in their district. It refused the offer.  Under the new plan, 
Basildon could be required to facilitate the release of funds by the 
HCA for the development. This envisages 12 permanent and 60 
temporary plots, which would be made ready as soon as possible 
for those left without homes at Dale Farm since the eviction.  
Meanwhile, costs arising out of the direct action operation continue 
to multiply. Residents are mounting numerous claims for injuries 
and damage to property, which may add further millions to the 
original 18m bill for the police-led assault and clearance, which 
now appears to have been entirely futile.  Residents are urging 
supporters to attend the Inquiry which opens at 10 am on Tuesday 
(22 Nov) at the Basildon Centre, St Martins Square, Basildon SS14 
1DL 
 
COMMENTS (on Dale Farm website) 
ycprojects says:  October 23, 2011 at 2:47 pm   kinda bait and 
switch- at first encourage the travellers to buy the land, then turn 
down planning applications, and now send the bulldozers. It is 
clear they want to get rid of travellers. it is a shame that this is 
happening in the UK, a highly developed industrial country. You 

 



 

can go to London and look, for instance Strata building, 
appartments £500k to £1500k, a few minutes down the road you 
can see worn down corporation housing, ground floor appartments 
closed down with iron sheets. pretty ugly. planning laws: multi 
million £ investment = good planning, otherwise send the bailiffs. 
* 
Suzie Bell says:  October 22, 2011 at 6:49 pm  The trouble is the 
councilors hide behind their positions, and use the law to their own 
advantage, and if that doesnt work, they just change the law. They 
are all bullies, through and through. 
* 
ycprojects says:  October 24, 2011 at 1:45 pm   what about each 
time you see a traveller you could say to them “you are stipulating 
the status of the green belt”.  I checked the county council website 
and interestingly there is this aerial photo: 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/yakone22/6272707923    
 
£18 million is £45000 for each person evicted from land they 
legally own. How many jobs could be created using this money? 
Are there any corporate/council run projects to create jobs at all in 
the UK? I mean are they able to create any jobs at all for instance 
if they have some million pounds available?  On the council 
website there is also the information they have sought to work out 
a solution over the past 10 years, they have addressed all relevant 
health and safety questions, they even checked the site for 
protected species.  The demolition legally counts as “construction 
development”, so it is fenced off and any access will be restricted.  
I understand the council wants to get rid of the travellers or prevent 
further expansion altogether. But actually there is information 
before 2000 they encouraced the travellers to buy this land. Is it 
right they change their mind and decide “the people just have to 
move”?  If there is really big nuisance caused by the travellers why 
don’t they install infrastructure there for instance police station. 
Kinda Detroit downtown you can’t really go there not in night not 
in the daylight as well. Would be hard to evict because the majority 
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of people living there once hired to assemble cars actually is black! 
Call the police from there if you fancy they won’t move out.  But 
of course it is ridiculous to compare black people with travellers 
and assume all of them are criminals, even if there are burnt down 
buildings and most white people won’t go there at all. you can’t 
really discriminate them anymore, there are even black people 
employed inside big corporations.  As it looks in the UK is it OK 
to write on the internet the expressed wish or proposal to do 
atrocities to them. 
* 
thats0not0me says:  October 24, 2011 at 8:42 am   Media 
blackout? It’s not a media blackout. The story just isn’t big enough 
that it beats out earthquakes, gaddafi celebrations, euro referendum 
debates etc.  Bit melodramatic don’t you think? 
 
Eddie Travers Vol-BlackRyan Mfb says:  October 23, 2011 at 
12:32 pm   I would also be very grateful if you could post it onto 
the Facebook group page for the Donovan family, many thanks in 
advance, keep up the spirit, best wishes & support from Glasgow 
                                                                                                                                       
© Dale Farm 
*****************************************************  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=oY
TFsY-_pds  
43-minute documentary on You Tube about the eviction 
at Dale Farm 
  
uploaded by itistv on Nov 9, 2011 
INTRO:  The day finally came when they beat us - men and 
women, traumatized children and elderly. Then they destroyed our 
homes and broke up our community.£ 22+m to move families with 
no alternative accommodation... For what? to return it to 'Green 
belt' that has not happened. recession is hitting us all- travellers an 
Gypsies being used yet again by a racist system. Jobs for the 'boys'   
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Big thanks to Ken O'Keefe- Honorable Warrior for Truth 
http://1tjp.net 
http://gypsy-association.co.uk       http://dalefarm.wordpress.com 
 
COMMENTS 
You're video is 100% correct. I've never known Irish Travellers to 
destroy pubs, beat any of my friends up (quite badly on one 
occasion) for no apparent reason to break into dead mate's house 
and strip out all the copper piping. You may have sensed some 
sarcasm by now. I think that your argument may be just a wee bit 
one-sided, me old mate. How about you help nice people who want 
to live within the law? That could be a nice idea, couldn't it now.   
jamesstasiak 2 days ago 
* 
Fascist Bastard pig scum, Mindless storm troopers of a corrupt 
fascist police state, no wonder they hide their faces, trespassing on 
privately owned land, and destroying property. If you or I did this, 
we would be imprisoned, but breaking human rights has been 
legalised by the corrupt state.  I hope someone finds out where 
each and every one of these mindless fascist lowlife policy 
enforcers live, and bulldozes their fkin homes to rubble, see how it 
feels to be on the receiving end themselves!   MadBomberJones 4 
days ago 
* 
@proflock This was a planning civil act and then the court made it 
a criminal act then the police as a private company were hired by 
the council to effect an eviction...the rest is just disguise so the 
sheep still asleep dont realise that the police in this country are 
private companies...research and see!    MrKetchup111 6 days ago 
* 
@peejeeken tasers baton charges all while acting as agents of the 
bailiffs...that is the police force today...       MrKetchup111 6 days 
ago 
* 
@proflock The police used tazers as crowd control, do you 
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condone that? does anyone..they came for the travellers but i 
wasn't a travellers so i said nothing, then they came for...etc etc...   
MrKetchup111 6 days ago 
* 
I agree Peejeeken, there was better way to solve this, but ultimately 
the law which is in the UK pretty fair, you have to remember there 
was missiles and also unconfirmed reports of faeces and even 
asbestos being thrown at the police, even if not true the police 
knowing this meant they had to take a hard line, people inside the 
camp were intent on trouble, this problem occured under a labour 
government, the conservatives inherited the problem, like I say it 
does raise questions but a bias report    proflock 1 week ago 
* 
Thanks for the info proflock. I'm sure there's more sides to this 
story which make it difficult to make an objective analysis of this 
particular case. But apparantly this situation was allowed to 
escalate during 10 years... Seems like an extremely long time to 
come up with something other then this, no?  Just hope this sort of 
aggression does not become a systematic pratice of the 
governement... of any nation that calls itself a democracy that is. 
Otherwise democracy becomes democrazy.   peejeeken 1 week 
ago 
* 
oh and the fire was started by the protesters and the travellers, the 
people on the scaffolding were not residents but protestors, the 
travellers were happy to try every legal loophole in the book but 
once the law had decided against them they would not move and 
respect the law. Gave the police no option, you can break the law, 
stay for 10 years and then simply expect the law to back down, the 
wall of the legal plot was obviously an error and I have no doubt 
they will be compensated   proflock 1 week ago 
* 
Continued, who threw bricks and missiles at the police, this was a 
force against a force, Although I agree some points are raised this 
is a politically based, bias report of the situation. You simply can 

 



 

not put 500 people next to a small village without plannning 
permission  proflock 1 week ago 
* 
Before everyone starts condemning the UK governement there was 
permission to build on half of the land a designated number of 
plots, the travellers get building properties (not caravans) to a point 
where they outnumbered the people in the local villages, having a 
massive affect on local schools and services (as you would expect 
doubling the population) the travellers have been given 10 years, 
yes 10 years to move and despite many court cases not only 
refused but brought in anarchist protesters      proflock 1 week ago 
* 
Before everyone starts condemning the UK governement there was 
permission to build on half of the land a designated number of 
plots, the travellers get building properties (not caravans) to a point 
where they outnumbered the people in the local villages, having a 
massive affect on local schools and services (as you would expect 
doubling the population) the travellers have been given 10 years, 
yes 10 years to move and despite many court cases not only 
refused but brought in anarchist protesters    proflock 1 week ago 
* 
I'm not familiar with the context of this action, but I can not 
subdue the feeling that this is excessive force being used against a 
specific group of people. It's evidence imo of a goverments 
becoming an oppressive ruler rather than a loyal servant under the 
influence of our current socio-cultural & financial system. We see 
this happening troughout the western world, while we also see 
resistance growing. Keep sharing information & reaching people! 
Best of luck to these people!    peejeeken 1 week ago 
* 
Check from 23:55. The traveler woman is telling the council 
woman what the police did to her and her baby, and got an 
automatic response: ''I can't accept that the police did this to you.'' 
Looks like she is struggling to hold back the grin as she says it too. 
Disgusting, perverse woman!   (I have to say I can relate here 

 



 

100% because I too have reported the human rights abuse by 
several San Francisco agencies and been greeted with blatant 
disbelief and even asked, California-style, “Was I on ‘meds’ or did 
I need some?” ).   nattaliecee 1 week ago 
* 
Its not just the gypsies/travellers who they are after destroying but 
all family life , they are targeting all children. Look up Brian 
Gerrish Child stealing by the State children are being stolen for 
forced adoption huge child trafficking by social services and its 
international look up CARA India adoption agency run through 
department of education and no one gives a damn because it 
doesn't reach main stream media. Be careful watch out for those 
children   UKDirtySecret 1 week ago 
* 
Fucking hell, that's some fucking police state we're living in.  I 
thought you only saw this shit in Communist China and Argentina 
or Chile.     lousehr 2 weeks ago 
                                                                                                                                              
© itistv 
***************************************************** 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2012/feb/08/travellers-eviction-
well-under-budget?newsfeed=true  
        Travellers' eviction came in well under budget 
                    Wednesday 8 February 2012 16.00 EST 
 
Your diary column (8 February) seeks to deride the nomination of 
Tony Ball for the title of Council Leader of the Year and also gets 
the facts wrong about the final cost of the operation to clear Dale 
Farm last October.  Tony was nominated for the leadership which 
he demonstrated throughout 2011 and in particular for leading the 
council through the difficult clearance of the illegal traveller 
settlement at Dale Farm.  The council did not spend £18m as 
originally budgeted on the operation – the final cost, released last 
week, was just £7m. Dale Farm is now clear. A minority of its 
former residents are parked illegally along the road and on the 
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legal site. As with the original clearance, the council is duty-bound 
to uphold the law and these people will be moved on in due course.  
We know that the vast majority of right-minded people, both 
locally and nationally, support the council's actions in this respect.  
Above all else Dale Farm is about treating the travellers the same 
as any other citizen, and that means insisting they obey both the 
planning and criminal laws of our country.  In Basildon we are 
proud of Tony and wish him success when the judges make their 
final decision. 
 
Cllr Malcolm Buckley 
Cabinet member for the environment and former leader of 
Basildon council 
                                                                                                               
© Malcom Buckley  
***************************************************** 
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/travellers-will-
be-offered-sites-to-avoid-repeat-of-dale-farm-6286312.html  
Travellers will be offered sites to avoid repeat of Dale 
Farm £47m plan to provide hundreds of pitches 
NIGEL MORRIS    SATURDAY 07 JANUARY 2012 
 
Moves to create some 800 permanent sites across England for 
Traveller families will be announced today in an effort to defuse 
community tensions with settled residents. Under the £47m 
initiative, new locations will be found from Cornwall to Co 
Durham for Travellers, preventing them from having to put their 
caravans on unauthorised land.The strains that can follow an influx 
of Travellers into an area were shown by the clashes over the Dale 
Farm site near Wickford, Essex, which ended with the eviction of 
Travellers in October after a 10-year legal fight with Basildon 
Council. 
 
There are believed to be nearly 19,000 Traveller caravans in 
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England, about 20 per cent of them on unauthorised sites. The 
award of cash to local authorities and housing associations is 
combined with stronger powers for councils to remove illegal sites 
and to stop people applying retrospectively for planning 
permission. Andrew Stunell, the Communities minister, told The 
Independent: "If there are enough authorised and approved sites for 
the Traveller population, there is no need for an unauthorised or 
illegal settlement." 
 
He said: "We need to restore confidence in the settled community 
that there isn't one planning regime for them and a more relaxed 
regime for Travellers. They are often seen as 'getting away with it', 
which creates a large amount of friction with the settled 
community."  The money will be used to provide 884 pitches, of 
which 617 will be new and 167 will be refurbished. A further £13m 
is being set aside to develop further pitches. Ministers say that with 
previous planning laws Whitehall told councils how many sites to 
allocate to Travellers – a top-down approach that forced some 
councils to encroach on the Green Belt.  Mr Stunell declared that 
he was committed to tackling the "endemic discrimination" facing 
Travellers by making sure they enjoyed the same access as their 
neighbours to housing and services. He pointed out that at the 
moment Travellers have low levels of educational achievement, 
poor standards of maternal health and also have limited access to 
financial services. "All of this creates a cycle of deprivation," he 
said. "If you are at constant risk of being moved on by police, you 
aren't able to put down roots." 
COMMENTS 
Julia Allen   that's simply untrue.   
* 
DanDiddyDan  Of course it not true nor is the myths about all 
travellers true! see the connection?  
*  
Julia Allen  Did you watch 'the only way is essex' too? - is that 
what everyone who lives in essex is like?  

 



 

*  
Rozel1  Another ludicrous initiative on the part of an inept 
government in response to the Dale Farm dispute where so called 
"travellers" bought land and then were told they could not use it for 
their intended purpose resulting in a hugh legal cost for taxpayers. 
* 
DanDiddyDan   The decision was because of all the flac the 
country got from the worlds press in regards to DF, my friend in 
Germany said it reminded her of what goes on in Zimbabwe by 
that despot! is it any wonder they reacted like scalded goats and 
put money where they should of put it years ago. They cant afford 
another DF and the thing is there are many sites  just waiting to go 
that way.   
* 
MichaelSwann   So, what do you think? Have the Nasties turned a 
new leaf after 30 years of persecuting travelling people or is this 
just a blatant case of them channeling £47  million into the pockets 
of some Tory landowners? I suggest paying forensic attention to 
this case, with particular regard to the landowners and their links 
with the Conservative party. I smell a scandal waiting to happen. 
* 
fairdeals   A cost of £55000 per site is outrageous. The money 
should be spent on affordable housing available to all. Its 
unreasonable to spend on a vocal minority who are willing to only 
allow their womenfolk to be filmed on TV. Me think's that the 
traveller menfolk  have something to hide........ 
* 
DanDiddyDan  Did it ever occur to you that not appearing on 
camera isn't a strange concept? Have you become so trapped by the 
celeb world, a world  that has been engineered for people to be 
dumbed down to their base level, that you dont understand 
appearing on shows airing your business isn't the norm for 
Traveller or even non travellers but something 'they' have come up 
with for sheep like people to aspire to. WAKE UP! 
* 

 



 

Julia Allen    Me thinks you are somewhat ignorant and have 
never met any of the menfolk or the women come to that.  Keep 
believing the tellybox dear 
* 
Basildonresident   Dale Farm isn't finished. It is far from over. 
Travellers are still living on the "authorised" part and many from 
the evicted part are living in very difficult circumstances on roads 
and friends plots. The site of the eviction is a disgraceful world of 
mud rubbish and hard core bundings encircling stinking puddles. 
Try doing some proper journalism and see what is going on instead 
of just writing what the government feeds you. 
 * 
manwhosees I want a bigger house, out in the shires, as I believe 
this would enable me better interaction with my 
surroundings.............Oh, must be for free..........Yours sincerely 
Shamus. 
 * 
DanDiddyDan  oh so clever and witty. 
* 
manwhosees  Thanks, so where's me loik ?? 
* 
DanDiddyDan  try under the bed with your pish pot 
* 
albertcooper How many sites are being allocated in Island of 
Ireland ? answer none... 
* 
DanDiddyDan  Would you ask how many homes were being 
provided in kenya if this was about African people being afforded 
housing? "irish Travellers have been in this country 1600 years and 
the vast majority were born in the UK and are British citizens.  
* 
Guest   So they're not 'Irish' travellers then?  Oh, and regarding the 
word 'pikeys'; do you suppose they've taken Brad Pitt to court for 
repeatedly using it in that motion picture? I have friends who refer 
to me as a 'jock' from time to time; should I issue writs?  

 



 

Have I been a victim of 'wacism'...? 
* 
DanDiddyDan  The term, 'Irish Traveller' is one given to them as 
explained. Google Lewes court, and 'pikey' and see what pops up. 
The conviction was 2007, i believe the film you mention was 
before that. Writs? The man convicted was arrested by the police 
and prosecuted by the state. Not sure what 'wacism' is. Typo 
perhaps?  
* 
chrisforse   If they have been citizens for 160 or is it 1600 years 
(which?) then they seem to have as  much right to be regarded as 
an ethnic group as the Anglo-Saxons have.  Ireland ended their 
provision of separate sites for travellers, which may go some way 
to explain why there are Irish travellers in the UK.  In fact, I do not 
believe that any other EU country is as accommodating as the UK 
which again goes some way to explaining why demand for pitches 
is so high. 
 * 
DanDiddyDan   Typo. should of read 1,600 years. They are of 
course recognised under the Race Relations Act as an ethnic 
minority. They might of ended their it in theory but in practise it is 
the same. Who else stays on sites in ireland but travellers. You post 
is ignoring the fact they have been here as long if not longer than 
most ethnic races and groups in the UK.  
* 
effectsman  wrong the vast majority come from Ireland  
* 
DanDiddyDan   No your wrong, On the site of Dale Farm for 
instance of 400 people only 36 were born in Ireland. Where do you 
get your 'facts' from?   
* 
chrisforse   My understanding is that the illegal part of the Dale 
farm site was mainly Irish travellers, and that the legal part were 
mainly Roma. Certainly those appearing on TV were all Irish. 
Does that make them  an ethnic group? 

 



 

* 
DanDiddyDan  No, The 'legal' part was made up of both Pavee 
and Roma. The 'illegal' part was exclusively Pavee. (Irish 
Traveller)  
* 
Albert cooper   Is that 4 o/clock years...but why are there no sites 
in Ireland ? English citizens only because of politics,and the 
nusiance Ireland has caused to this country 
(Edited by author 2 months ago) 
* 
DanDiddyDan  The vast majority of the Pavee people have been 
born in this country! And of course there are site in ireland. Why 
would you think there wasn't?  

V armchairnavigator 
'encourage and incentivise travellers to move into permanent 
housing and integrate into society' - you have rather failed to 
understand the issue here. integration is not an option or they 
would have done it years ago. their raisen detre is to be seperate 
from society and all its laws. period. the best anyone can hope for 
is allocated spots for them or eradication. if it turns out that over 
time they need a constant increase in land, then this is obviously 
unsustainable leaving only the eradication option.    (Edited by 
author 2 months ago) 
* 
DanDiddyDan     Eradication isn't an option and never will be. Do 
muslims also need to be eradicated so they conform?  By the way 
what evidence do you have they want to opt out of the 'laws' of the 
land?  
* 
effectsman  they have & are being encouraged but the majority 
don't want to know because it would mean paying taxes etc like the 
rest of us. 
* 

 



 

DanDiddyDan   Do you have any evidence they dont pay taxes 
and that the HCRC and the councils conspire for them not to pay 
taxes? Or is it stereotypical myth?  
* 
Chrisforse   Certainly some of our local travellers went to the 
council to register for council taxes and to pay utilities, but that 
such a big deal was made of it leads me to believe that it has not 
always been the case.  I do know that the refurbishment of a local 
site cost the local council (sorry, I mean local council taxpayers) ₤ 
2 million. And that does not go down well in our community. 
* 
DanDiddyDan   The Travellers are of course also taxpayers.   The 
councils as bad as some are do not let anyone get away without 
paying their council tax.   
* 
effects man   right now no but having a lot of contacts in the past 
including some friends I do know how they operate believe you me 
I think you will find that the majority of people in this country 
wish they be like the rest of the population some properly want to 
be but I think there is a lot that don't & why should they have 
special treatment. 
* 
DanDiddyDan   So the answer is no you dont have any evidence 
of what you say, which then makes it only your guess or opinion. 
You say you know how "they" operate! What all of them? There 
are approx 360,000 Travellers in this country and you know how 
they all operate? In what capacity do you know this? Do you also 
speak for the majority of the UK population too? They get special 
treatment alright, but not that we would want the same treatment. 
They are the last ethnic minority that society allows to be racially 
abused and discriminated against but that is changing fast.  
* 
DanDiddyDan  They have an irish accent because of their secular 
lives! many people who are born in the UK have accents that come 
from their ancestors. scousers for instance also have a lot of irish in 

 



 

their accent. Well whether you like it or not its a fact they are 
recognised as an Ethnic minority, if you not happy take it up with 
your local tory, they might agree with you but be as helpless in 
changing it as you are.  
* 
effects man  Ethnic minority my foot    They are not Roma not 
English but Irish or is there something wrong with my ears 
goodnight elvis is now leaving the building 
* 
DanDiddyDan  Eradication clever use of the word. We all know 
what you mean but if you were questioned you'd say you meant the 
less radical meaning. Not even got the courage of your 
convictions..scum! 
* 
MichaelSwann  Sounds more like a way of throwing some cash at 
some Tory landowners to me. 
* 
chrisforse   I agree that offering more traveller sites offers a better 
way of reconciling the needs and concerns of both settled and 
travelling communities than the current system which permits land 
grabs and retrospective planning permission.  The quid pro quo of 
more sites but stricter enforcement when illegal occupation occurs, 
and an end to restrospective planning, strikes a reasonable balance 
and will assuage some of the insecurities felt on both sides. But it 
will not end "endemic discrimination" nor will it improve health, 
education and deprivation of travellers. These are inherent in the 
very idea of separate communities. Travellers cannot have it both 
ways, neither can people in settled communities. Travellers cannot 
expect to be both settled and travellers, and be allowed to live 
separately from others while claiming that they are discriminated 
against.  People in settled communities cannot both complain 
about traveller camps and yet fail to welcome travellers into 
their communities.  The only sustainable solution to these 
problems is to encourage and incentivise travellers to move into 
permanent housing and integrate into society, and eventually 

 



 

diminish the discrimination and disadvantages inherent in their 
preferred lifestyle.  (Author’s Note: Why this need for Travellers to 
accept ‘permanent housing/ WHY is this the be-all and end-all?) 
* 
DanDiddyDan    You mean for the Pavee (thats their real name, 
Traveller is a term hoisted on them by society in the 50s) to give 
up their beliefs, traditions and whole way of life just so they are no 
longer racially discriminated against? Would you?  
* 
Chrisforse   I am not asking anyone to give up their beliefs or 
traditions. But what other 'community' in the UK demands or is 
given the right to live apart from anyone else. No group should 
have the right to live in racial exclusive communities (if, as you 
assert, a Pavee is a racial group), especially when it has been 
shown that these communities engender the highest levels of 
deprivation, lowest levels if literacy, lowest life expectancy etc...  
(so that’s all our own fault?)  Frankly I am sick of those who 
colour this as an issue of racial discrimination especially when it is 
the wish of this minority to be treated differently to anyone else. 
* 
DanDiddyDan  Oh course there are exclusive racial areas in this 
country to think otherwise is being silly. Travellers like to live 
among their own people as do pakistani people for instance. No 
harm in that and that wish doesn't mean they can be denied the 
rights mixed communities have. Your contention they want to be 
treated differently is based on fact but on myth! They want to be 
left alone to follow their way of life without being constantly 
hounded for that. 
 * 
chrisforse   You are so much more convincing when you cut out 
the expletives. It is true that many minorities would like to live in 
exclusive communities but the only group that has the force of law 
behind their preference is the traveller, pavee, Roma one. If a 
Moslem or Hindu community sought permission to create an 
exclusive zone they would be denied. And I expect they would be 

 



 

prosecuted if they tried to do so by stealth.  I am all for pavee's 
becoming rooted but this should never be in an apartheid 
community. The best way to win acceptance is to become 
someone's neighbour. 
* 
DanDiddyDan    Please dont tell me how to post! It is clearly 
disingenuous to state that because the Travellers have the force of 
law behind them in regards to racism and discrimination that this 
applies to living together as well! In many Northern cities of this 
country Asian community's take up large parts of the cities. Isn't 
that living amongst your own? The Travellers do not ask for 
acceptance but to be left alone. Why should they have to give up 
their way of life to get what they have an natural right to?  
* 
effectsman  The old racist ticket again I hope they move next door 
to you I can't be bothered to argue with you  
* 
DanDiddyDan 
Im sure you would say the same about a Black/Asian/Gay person 
moving next door to you. Its your kind of mind set that needs to be 
eradicated not people.  
* 
chrisforse  Yes the old racist ticket again, meaning that when 
anyone makes any suggestion however reasonable it can be 
trumped by the old parrot cry of  'racist'. One of the reasons we 
cannot take the issue of travellers forward is because opponents of 
change constantly hide behind an absurd application  of  'racism'.  
Yes, travellers should be able to move in next door. They should 
not be able to set up a separate "ethnic" community on the fringes 
of our society. That is racist. It is apartheid. The real racists are 
often the travellers themselves who refuse to integrate into settled 
society - and become the 'settled travellers'. 
* 
Guest   WHY hasn't that 'DanDiddyDan' correctoid responded to 
this? 

 



 

* 
effectsman Call somebody racist, stifle debate & take another step 
closer to Mr Orwells 1984 
* 
ChillingEffect   but the ignorance goes undenied 
* 
ChillingEffect 
47mill is alot of public money but Dale Farm Eviction cost 18mill 
and on what? Moving travellers from a former scrap yard to 
nowhere...  Many other Local Authorities around the country 
spend vast sums annually evicting gypsies from unauthorised 
encampments.  This is an example of government spending to 
save. It is designed to deal with the issue of inadequete 
provision of authorised gypsy sites across the country and 
prevent wasted future costs of eviction and enforcement 
proceedings where gypsies and travellers have no choice but to 
set up unauthorised sites - it is not to divert resources from the 
NHS, Schools, or any other public service. I welcome this move. 
At last some foresight in the way this social issue is tackled. 
* 
chrisforse 
I agree that provision of designated sites is far preferable to the 
free for all that occurs now. If we do accept that one section of our 
population is permitted to live in segregated communities (which 
reminds me of apartheid  S. Africa) (really?  REALLY?  Because it 
bloody well is from my perspective…and the pain of it is enough to 
where I have gathered a 1000-pages of hate to petition a court to 
see it is such a level of hate to be apartheid,  recognized by the 
COMMON MAN  right under everyone’s view in the Western 
world) then I suppose local councils must make that provision. My 
argument is that we should not permit apartheid in this country, 
and that travellers should be included in the mainstream of society 
while allowing them to uphold their traditions in the same way that 
Hindus and Moslems are. We should not allow the wish to 
preserve a 'travelling' lifestyle to give a right to build 

 



 

permanent communities. It is a contradiction. 
* 
derekcolman That last paragraph is ridiculous. How are these 
people travellers if their aim is to put down roots. The endemic 
prejudice against travellers is very real, and there are very good 
reasons for it. People who have experienced travellers settling near 
to where they live can tell you of real incidents that happened, but 
it's apparently politically incorrect to speak of these things. Of 
course most travellers are good honest people who often 
encounter unreasoned prejudice, but the problem is that their 
communities tend to act as havens for a small minority who are 
definitely not nice. 
* 
DanDiddyDan   The term "Travellers" is a term given to them by 
society! If at times they don’t feel obliged to live up to it then thats 
understandable. You tarnish all Travellers because of what some 
people might have experienced at the hands of SOME travellers. 
Grow up cave man. 
* 
Derek Colman   I think that's pretty much what I said if you read 
my whole comment.  
I have socialised with travellers, and for the most part they are 
great people. That does not change the fact that a few of them have 
caused a lot of trouble in our area. It's that tiny minority who 
generate the prejudice against travellers that no doubt does 
exist. 
(which does not allow for the ‘tyranny of the majority’ to crush the 
entire group with genocidal laws that are intent on segregation, if 
not outright apartheid) 
* 
DanDiddyDan   sure, in any community there is good and 
bad..isnt that stating the obvious?  
* 
Chris Seal 
The Criminal Justice Act made it very hard for people to travel 

 



 

freely.  Travelers on the road are often subjected to extreme 
prejudice and it is unsafe to maintain this lifestyle. 
Many travelers want a mainstream education for their children.  
Living in a fixed area is essential for this. 
 * 
chrisforse Exactly, but why does it have to be in a segregated 
community?* 
 * 
Albert cooper  What is wrong with Ireland then where these 
Tinkers come from 
* 
DanDiddyDan    The term you use is a derogatory term when 
applied to these people, please refrain from using it or I’ll will 
report you to my local police.  
* 
Guest   Are you East German by any chance, you snivelling little 
sneak?  Do you spend your days snuffling about in your 
neighbours bins to ensure they are disposing of their rubbish 
correctly? Are you endlessly on the phone to your local council 
'telling' on people? ---- off. 
* 
DanDiddyDan    Id think any 'german' connection would be more 
attributable to you than I. Why is it petty little racists go off half 
cocked when challenged? Is it because their little world of hate 
comes falling around their ears and because they cant feel superior 
to those they malign they find they are but shallow nondescript 
nonentities..this chap for instance.  
* 
DanDiddyDan   Id say you had more connection to Germany than 
i, circa 1935. Those days are over Herr Arfurabrain 
*  
Chrisforse   Derogatory? You mean like "Scum" and "cave man" 
and "imbecile". Actually I think Irish Tinker is a recognised ethnic 
group by the European Court. 
(Edited by author 2 months ago) 

 



 

* 
Guest   His stinking hypocrisy is lost on the self-righteous little 
git.  
* 
chrisforse 
Actually his latest postings show that he does recognise some of 
the anomalies. Most importantly no argument is ever won by name 
calling. In the end this blog debate did throw some light and 
not just heat. 
* 
DanDiddyDan   The terms i used are not racially derogative are 
they? The Pavee ( Irish Traveller) is recognised as an ethnic 
minority , as far as i know the `irish tinker, which is a man from 
the Irish race who's occupation is that of a tinker, isn't.  
* 
effectsman What's wrong with the term Tinker it would be a 
compliment if applied to these people brush up on your history  & 
find the meaning & who the term tinker applied to 
*DanDiddyDan   You need to modernise your thinking, not all 
Travellers or indeed any are 'Tinkers" Therefore you are using a 
term that is and was used in a derogatory manner.  
* 
derekcolman   I do sympathise with their plight, especially as 
councils around the country defied a legal requirement to provide 
sites. There is an official site close to where I live, and I have often 
socialised with travellers in local pubs with no problems. However 
there are some of them who seem to come into a pub with the 
deliberate intention of causing trouble. Two local pubs had to 
resort to 8 p.m. lock-ins on Saturday nights to stop them coming 
in. Obviously not good for business. 
* 
Guest    So will they then become 'stoppers' or 'stayers'...? 
* 
armchairnavigator  anyone whos ever been involved in a road 
accident with some of these types knows first hand the problems 

 



 

they cause - namely complete disregard for paying vehicle license, 
tax and insurance. try getting them to pay for the damage they 
cause - all they do is laugh and drive off. 
* 
DanDiddyDan   You are an imbecile sir! Have you any evidence 
that the police with all their on board computers ignore Travellers 
with no tax or insurance, you are so out of step with the real world 
you still believe this myth.  
* 
Guest    Comment removed. 
* 
ChillingEffect   this comment is ignorant and racist 
* 
Guest   On the contrary, it is pithy and succinct. I fail to see the 
'wacism' and who's to say there is a tangible benefit from having 
these 'pikeys' living in one's neighbourhood? 
(Edited by author 2 months ago) 
*DanDiddyDan 
racist term, even if cowardly coached in inverted commas, refrain 
or find yourself reported. A man was convicted at Lewes court Dec 
2007 for using the term.  
* 
boristhesnail 
I've got "pikey" blood, me old son, and frankly, I wouldn't want 
them anywhere near me - please take off your rose coloured 
glasses. 
* 
DanDiddyDan  It would seem rather than being a Gypsy or 
Traveller you are what is termed a 'didicoy', which means youre 
not full gypsy/traveller which means you might be what you say 
you are but not via any gypsy/traveller connection. 
* 
Guest    Go on then, report it. Oh, and report Hollywood motion 
picture actor, Brad Pitt who used the term countless times in a film 
made, I believe, by Madonna's ex-husband.   fact why don't you 

 



 

campaign to have the film taken out of circulation, you tedious 
little correctoid. 
* 
DanDiddyDan  You despicable creature, the term is racial abuse 
as the precedent set at lewes court in 2007 shows. google it instead 
of watching stupid films.   
* 
ChillingEffect 
so long as its not 'ones' neighbourhood we should all be fine - in 
fact lets get rid of them all and make it 'none's' neighbourhood - 
problem solved! then we can think about who else we might like to 
remove from the country and go back to the immediate concern 
of finishing our scones and trying to understand how we ended up 
on the website of such a blooming liberal lefty newspaper... blast! 
* 
armchairnavigator  unfortunately we have no way of 
distinguishing travellers from feckless vagrants   choking the 
social welfare system. 
*  
VanstheMan   I think somebody needs to actually define what 
the term "traveller" actually means now.  Anyone who watched 
"My big fat gypsy Christmas" (sorry I watched it for factual 
reasons, and I couldn't stand the narnia chronicles again) will have 
seen that these people are certainly not in need of social aid. 
* 
Les. Hayward, Retired engineer.   So - the Dale site broke 
planning regulations. What is the betting that the planning rules 
will now be "adjusted" to allow the authorised sites?  It just goes to 
show that if enough folk make a damned nuisance of themselves, 
the authorities will cave in. 
* 
Forgotten Sputnik     
Wow!  Nice idea - but I hope it doesn't mean any greater hassles 
for folk travelling between sites , or just on the road.  The site in 
Dumbarton is really good - about 12 plots which hook up to the 

 



 

electricity grid and allow for gas bottles.  Just like a small close of 
a dozen houses.  No rabid hatred in the local press either!  
* 
Bazzaman   If  Mr Stunell wants the "endemic discrimination" 
facing Travellers to cease a good start would be to get them to pay 
all the taxes" their neighbours"are paying and perhaps if they kept 
the law they would be more accepted??   (Edited by author 2 
months ago) 
* 
DanDiddyDan   Hi there, have you any evidence they dont pay 
their taxes? Do you suggest the local councils ignore them not 
paying tax or could it be they do pay tax and you still believe in 
these myths and fairies 
* 
NEWSNITE   NO.NO.NO.NO.NO. Outrageous. £47m which 
could go to the NHS, education and social services for the old and 
infirm. If they want travellers sites then the travellers can pay for 
them NOT US! 
* 
DanDiddyDan    When the travellers buy their land and set up on 
it, like dale farm, they are violently evicted.  
* 
NEWSNITE   Not if they are law abiding. 
* 
Guest  Comment removed. 
* 
Chris Seal I wish this chat had a "dislike" button.  You comment is 
short-sighted and racist.   Are all "gypsies" criminals? 
* 
OzPete66   Sorry, I mean 99.9% 
* 
albertcooper The "Criminal Fringe" Yes ! 
* 
Guest  Er...'wacist'? What's 'wacist'...? 
* 

 



 

DanDiddyDan You are a very stupid person and im sure you know 
that.  
* 
Guest   And you're an illiterate, tendentious, correctoid bore. 
Happy New Year. 
* 
DanDiddyDan 
Illiterate? You wrong about that as well. Your the type that doesn't 
like to be proven wrong, just one look at your ugly mug gives that 
away. i hope your new year goes down hill from here. 
* 
davetweedle Not before time and hopefully to be followed by 
taxmen and thumbscrews  
* 
DanDiddyDan    Dont you try to pay the least amount of tax as 
you can?  
* 
davetweedle  No. I pay the correct amount of tax.  Are you always 
on the fiddle? 
                                                                                                                                
© Independent 
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http://www.redpepper.org.uk/dale-farm-the-human-cost-of-
prejudice/ 
           Dale Farm: The human cost of prejudice 
 
As the displaced residents of Dale Farm in Essex face another 
round of forced evictions, Elly Robson talks to some of the families 
and examines the discrimination they face 
 
The storming of Dale Farm by hundreds of riot police at dawn on 
19 October 2011 was the money shot that the press had been 
waiting for following weeks of legal proceedings; the next day 
they all went home. But three months down the line, the eviction 

 



 

continues for the Dale Farm community, unreported. Their former 
home has been systematically destroyed by Constant & Co. 
bailiffs, who have transformed this once vibrant and close-knit 
community into a sewage-filled bombsite. With nowhere else to 
go, the vast majority of the displaced Travellers now live on the 
private road (owned by them) leading to Dale Farm and on their 
friends’ plots on the neighbouring Oak Lane site. Living in 
overcrowded conditions, they lack adequate access to water and 
toilet facilities, the only electricity supply is through noisy and 
expensive generators, and many of the young children and elderly 
people are ill. It is an unreported refugee camp, just thirty minutes 
away from London.  
 
Arriving at the site last week, we were greeted by an elderly man 
who looked up at the remnants of the children’s rope swings 
hanging from the trees and said ‘What is there to live for? What 
hope do we have? My wife and I have talked seriously about 
ending it all. This is no way to live.’ While the trauma of the 
eviction is still vivid for the residents, it is what happens next that 
worries them most of all. Kathleen, an articulate five-year-old with 
an acute awareness of the challenges facing her community, 
explained the situation to me: ‘Basildon Council and the police 
came and they broke everything. They broke the walls, and my 
granny’s caravan, and they broke all the ground, and even my 
mum’s back [Kathleen’s mother was hospitalised with a fractured 
spine during the policing operation]. We were crying and we were 
so scared. Now, Basildon Council want to move us again, but they 
can’t put us out on the road because where can we go?’  It is this 
last question that remains unanswered for the Dale Farm residents. 
Contrary to reports that the Dale Farm Travellers owned property 
in Ireland, the 83 families who lived at Dale Farm are now 
homeless. Long before the eviction, the Travellers said they would 
willingly leave Dale Farm if culturally appropriate alternative 
housing was provided, but Basildon Council have refused to 
acknowledge any duty to provide solutions for the community they 

 



 

evicted from their homes. Instead, they are pouring their resources 
into preparing a new set of enforcement notices, expected to be 
issued in the next few weeks, which will force the community out 
of Dale Farm and into car parks and lay bys. The children, who are 
the first literate generation of Dale Farm Travellers and have 
continued to attend school throughout the upheaval, will be 
uprooted from both their education and their community. 
Conditions at Dale Farm are dismal, but life on the road will 
involve endless evictions.  As Mary Flynn put it, ‘No one would 
ever stay here if they had a choice, some place else to go. But if 
they evict us again, we’ll be on the road to nowhere’.  
 
The situation at Dale Farm is not just a product of local tensions, 
but is symptomatic of the wider problems facing the travelling 
community. There is a shocking deficit of Traveller sites in the 
UK: 20% of the caravan-dwelling Gypsy and Irish Traveller 
community do not have a legal or secure place to live. In the mid-
1990s, Travellers were encouraged by central government to buy 
their own land and settle.[1] However, planning permission is 
rarely granted to Traveller communities; according to the 
Commission for Racial Equality, more than 90% of Travellers 
planning applications are initially rejected, compared to 20% on 
average.[2] The double standards of planning applications can be 
witnessed in Basildon, where the Council have recently authorised 
a dogs’ home on the same ‘protected’ greenbelt on which Dale 
Farm is located.[3] In this context, Council leader Tony Ball’s 
maxim that ‘the [planning] law must be upheld’ begins to appear 
rather hollow. Indeed, while the government have recently injected 
some much needed cash into the provision of Traveller sites, they 
have simultaneously removed the duty of local councils to provide 
sites, increased powers to evict ‘illegal’ encampments and 
undermined the ability of travelling communities to challenge 
eviction.[4] The Dale Farm Travellers, like many others belonging 
to this marginalised community, are stuck between a rock and a 
hard place as their traditional way of life is criminalised; they 

 



 

cannot travel, they cannot buy their own land and settle, and local 
councils like Basildon are offering them no alternatives. As 
Basildon Council issues statistics claiming that, at a cost of over £7 
million, the eviction of this community came cheap, urgent 
questions need to be asked about the immense human cost of 
institutionalised prejudice.  
 
The Traveller Solidarity Network is organising a national speaker 
tour about Dale Farm throughout the month of March. Find out 
when it is coming to your town here:  
http://travellersolidarity.org/traveller-solidarity-tour/  
  
COMMENTS 
March 3, 2012 at 6:13 pm   dan says:  I agree wholeheartedly with 
your comments concerning the Dale Fam Travellers. The vile and 
violent as well as illegal eviction was a disgrace, so much so that 
all members of the government prefer not to talk about the 
Panorama broadcast, that showed us the vile and evil police driven 
eviction. Thank God for Dale Farm Solidarity, and the newly 
formed Traveller Solidarity Network. 
* 
March 3, 2012 at 7:08 pm  Jason says: 
I am a lifelong resident of Basildon.  So I think I can honestly 
mention the double standards of Basildon council concerning this 
eviction and green spaces in general.  They played the Dale farm 
green belt card over and over ( still don’t quite understand how a 
former scraps yard is green belt) yet build on parks and other green 
spaces within the Basildon area regardless of public opinion. There 
has also been an argument about developing a whole new village at 
dry street, Basildon which is a beautiful part of the countryside 
(green belt). I still think that the council wanted Dale farm for 
future development, once the fuss dies away.  Also crays hill is a 
very posh area, if the illegal site was in Basildon, laindon, pitsea or 
vange then I don’t think the eviction would have taken place 
* 

 



 

March 4, 2012 at 8:50 am    carole says:   having been @ dale 
farm before & during the eviction i can certainly confirm it was 
violent, it was unjust & it was totally without ordinary human 
compassion. BUT when you were dealing with the police @ least 
you knew WHO you were dealing with & there was a mechanism 
in place, however flawed, for some sort of redress. the bailiffs were 
a different cup of tea (rather glad they hadn’t been given access to 
tasers!)  but but but  if the plans for police privatization go ahead 
the idea of that old horror, the police state, may seem a bit of a 
luxury! (irony, obviously)  yeah, reporting a rape to a security firm 
thug? a private security firm in charge of the next (& there will be 
one) dale farm style eviction? one can only hope they might seize 
& smoke large caches of illegal drugs & will be found in a 
senseless heap on a town center pavement somewhere. but i 
fantasize! 
* 
 March 5, 2012 at 12:39 pm    gerry oates says:   Timelapse is 
something to remember.  In 1985 I was ready with lots of 
volunteers in Wiltshire to respond to calls for help from the Peace 
convoy. We saw them enter the ring road round Salisbury and I 
waved to them from a bridge. They waved back and that was the 
last we saw of them. Those were the days before mobile phones. 
They had been taken out into the country and ambushed, their 
vehicles/homes impounded and all of them (approx 450 
souls)taken into custody in places s far away as the midlands. This 
episode is so called the battle (?) of the Beanfield. Six years later a 
small group took the police to court for assault, damage to 
property, and unlawful arrest. They won the case but were denied a 
judicial inquiry they were calling for 1200 officers from six 
separate forces took part and the cost was reported to be £800,000. 
No regard the human cost inflicted upon those travellers. I see a 
resemblance with the eviction at Dale Farm. 
* 
March 5, 2012 at 6:55 pm  Jason says:   Yes carole, I wonder what 
it will be like when the mercenaries start taking over police duties. 

 



 

Makes you shudder to think doesn’t it 
 
                                                                                                                                     
© redpepper 
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http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2012/feb/23/dale-farm-travellers-un-
visit?newsfeed=true 
Dale Farm Travellers hope UN official's visit  
will end their plight 
Evicted Travellers living near the Dale Farm site say they are 
surviving without water or electricity and have nowhere to go 
 
                                        by Patrick Barkham 
                           Thursday 23 February 2012 13.12 EST 
 
Confronted by a maelstrom of mud, broken fence posts and 
smashed up caravans, Jan Jarab, the first UN official to visit Dale 
Farm, asked the Travellers if this scene of utter devastation was 
worth fighting for. "Homes are worth fighting for," replied Candy 
Sheridan, the campaigner still seeking to find new pitches for the 
homeless families evicted from the scrapyard in Essex four months 
ago.  Jarab stressed his visit was not a publicity stunt as he refused 
to talk to the media on the first of a two-day fact-finding mission in 
which he met Tony Ball, the leader of Basildon council, the local 
Catholic priest, and evicted Travellers living in caravans without 
mains electricity or running water just outside Dale Farm.  
Travellers are clinging to the hope that the presence of the 
European representative of the UN high commissioner for human 
rights will kick-start negotiations with Basildon council to help 
find a new site. Jarab will also discuss the issue with Eric Pickles, 
the communities secretary, on Friday. 
 
Despite the £7.2m eviction of 80 families from Dale Farm after a 
10-year legal battle, more than 50 children are still camped in 
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caravans on the private road and land immediately outside the 
former site. "It's hell. Hell," said Nora Sheridan, 47. "We have no 
toilets. We have no electrics. We have to beg around for a sip of 
water. Look at the way we are living."   Travellers in the 18 
caravans nose-to-tail on the rough track outside Dale Farm 
complain of constant illness, with raw sewage sloshing down the 
road from broken septic tanks on the illegal site, which is 
completely cleared of homes despite four pitches being legal. 
 
All winter, Michelle Sheridan and her four children have had to 
drive to the sports centre and pay £3.50 every time they want a 
shower. They borrow the toilet belonging to neighbours on the 
legal Traveller site next door but some children are simply going to 
the toilet on the contaminated wasteland of the eviction site. 
Sheridan said she spent £56 every two weeks on a 47kg bottle of 
gas and £70 a week on petrol for the electric generator. The 
generator is not powerful enough to boil a kettle or run a washing 
machine so she must also spend £50 a week in the laundry to keep 
her children clean.  "We are at our wits' end," she said. "We 
wouldn't be here if we could get anywhere else to go – we've rung 
loads of Travellers, looked on websites, and asked the Gypsy 
council."  Other families insisted they also had nowhere else to go 
and stayed because they wanted their children to continue 
attending the local primary school, the only one in the country 
where Traveller pupils form a majority. Sheridan's mother, Mary 
Flynn, who has osteoporosis and suffers chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease that has left her with a lung capacity "barely 
compatible with life" according to court medical evidence, has 
suffered another fracture since the eviction. "She is just breaking 
away," Sheridan said. "She's really gone downhill."   Although 
Sheridan and her mother own one of the legal pitches on Dale 
Farm she admitted it was looking "far fetched" that they would 
ever return. As obliged by the high court, Basildon council has 
returned electricity to the site – after four months. But the 
Travellers say no electricity company will reconnect them. In any 

 



 

case, the rubble makes it impossible to tow a caravan back on to 
the site.  Sheridan said she hoped that Jarab's visit – in which he 
apparently advised both sides to seek mediation – could herald her 
return to the negotiating table with Basildon council. "A lot of 
residents haven't moved away and are living amongst stagnant 
water and broken septic tanks but I would like to negotiate with 
Basildon about alternative sites," she said. 
 
The Travellers have submitted applications for two alternative sites 
on nearby land. Another former site in the area from which 
Travellers were evicted is earmarked for new homes. Basildon 
council is now seeking the eviction of the Travellers living on the 
private road outside Dale Farm and Ball, the council leader, said it 
was "very disappointing" that the UN visit had been made public.  
"The UN were very clear that their visit to Basildon should be 
confidential, and this has clearly been breached," he said. 
According to Ball, Jarab's visit was "not specific to Dale Farm" 
and they discussed "the future provision of sites across the country 
and changes to national policy". 
 
Councils across the country have failed to claim £13m of £60m 
of government funding for new Traveller and Gypsy sites 
although the remaining £47m has now been allocated to proposals 
for 617 new pitches. Under the Localism Act, however, councils 
will have more powers to resist planning applications from 
Travellers, which are usually unpopular with local voters. 
According to Sheridan, the "knock-on effect" of the Dale Farm 
eviction has been anti-Traveller groups springing up across the 
country seeking to stop families identifying suitable sites. "We are 
more vilified than ever," she said. 
                                                                                                                        
©   Guardian 
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suffering-from-dementia 
                                       Struck off        
                        by John Scheerhout February 10, 2012 
 
Mary Pemberton cut off a woman’s long hair the day after she 
arrived at a care home. A nurse who cut off a gypsy patient’s plait 
after being warned it was against the woman’s cultural beliefs has 
been kicked out of the profession. Mary Pemberton, 57, chopped 
off the hair which reached down to the elderly woman’s back and 
restyled her hair into a shoulder-length bob. She got out the 
scissors just a day after the traveller, who suffered from dementia, 
was admitted to the Bamford Grange Care Home in Shaw Heath, 
Stockport. Care records for the woman, known only as Resident A, 
specifically stated her hair could not be cut, the Nursing and 
Midwifery Council heard. Ordering Pemberton be struck off the 
nursing register, panel chair Maurice Cohen said she had failed to 
respect the woman’s dignity. "Had Ms Pemberton read Resident 
A’s life history she would have known that Resident A’s 
background was that of a gypsy and that her son stated that her hair 
was never to be cut," he added. "In cutting Resident A’s hair she 
did not respect her dignity and did not provide a high standard of 
practice and care." Pemberton’s behaviour came to light when the 
patient’s son sent an email complaint. Investigation officer Jascinta 
Lowton said: "Resident A’s son said she had had a long plait, 
which went down her back when he left her and that now she had a 
bob. He was very upset as they had provided a document detailing 
her life history, her likes and dislikes, and details about not cutting 
her hair as it was against her cultural beliefs. "When I spoke to Ms 
Pemberton, she told me that she had not been able to read her care 
documentation the day before as Resident A was agitated. "She 
said she though she might have an infection and she was referred 
to hospital. "She said she then cut the hair the next day while the 
resident was eating biscuits in the sitting room, and that she had 
not objected." Miss Lowton added: "When I asked why she had 

 



 

done it, she simply replied ‘You have to take your chance when 
you get them’." Pemberton was also found to have lied when she 
told bosses at the home she had left her previous job at 
Manchester’s Wythenshawe hospital because of ‘high stress 
levels.’ In fact, she had actually been dismissed, and the NMC 
panel found her guilty of dishonesty. Pemberton did not attend the 
hearing in central London. When we visited her home in Adswood, 
Stockport, she declined to comment. 
                                                                                                           
© Manchester Evening News 
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            Gypsy caravan burned in village bonfire 
                                      Rebecca Ellinor 
             The Guardian, Thursday 30 October 2003 21.13 EST 
 
Police are investigating claims of racism in an East Sussex village 
after residents attending a bonfire party burned a caravan with 
pictures of Gypsies painted on it.  The vehicle, bearing the number 
plate P1KEY, was set on fire during Guy Fawkes celebrations in 
Firle, which was at the centre of a dispute over travellers earlier 
this year. Local MP Norman Baker said residents were upset after 
"itinerant criminals" caused damage to land and property, and a 
degree of anger was understandable.  He backed the organisers 
Firle Bonfire Society, who denied any racism, and pointed out that 
other figures such as the local police chief, President George Bush 
and Osama bin Laden had been given the same treatment at 
previous Guy Fawkes' celebrations. They claimed they were 
following a bonfire night tradition of burning effigies of things that 
had troubled the local community over the past 12 months. 
 
But several parents who attended the event with children expressed 
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concern at the tone of the event last Saturday, and the Commission 
for Racial Equality has called for those involved to be punished.  
The CRE chairman, Trevor Phillips, said the burning was a clear 
example of incitement to racial hatred, a crime which carries a 
maximum sentence of seven years. "You couldn't get more 
provocative than this," he added.  In response to the criticisms, the 
Firle Bonfire Society chairman, Richard Gravett, published a 
statement on the group's website. He said their intentions had been 
"misunderstood and misrepresented". 
 
"It was primarily intended to criticise the local authorities whose 
lack of action had caused so much frustration locally," he said.  
Chief Superintendent Paul Pearce said: "Recent events in the 
police service have highlighted the continual need for a positive 
anti-racist and anti-discrimination stance. 
 
                                                                                                                    
© UK Guardian 
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      Arrests for burning of 'Gypsy caravan' 
                                          Helen Carter 
           The Guardian, Tuesday 11 November 2003 21.02 EST 
 
Police have made six arrests for allegedly inciting racial hatred 
after a caravan with a Gypsy family painted on the side was set 
alight at a village bonfire celebration. The mock Gypsy caravan 
was burned at Firle, near Lewes, East Sussex, during the annual 
bonfire celebrations, amid concern about the tone of the event 
which had been expressed by some families who witnessed it. 
 
The six people arrested have been released on police bail. More 
arrests are expected to be made this week in connection with the 

 



 

incident - Sussex police anticipate up to 12 arrests could be made. 
The caravan carried a fake number plate, which read P1KEY (a 
derogatory term for Gypsies).   It had been towed through the 
streets of the village in a parade before it was set alight on October 
25. Organisers of the bonfire had denied the Gypsy tableau was 
racially motivated. But bystanders were encouraged to shout: 
"Burn it, burn it."  Incitement to racial hatred, under the 1986 
Public Order Act, carries a maximum prison sentence of seven 
years. It is an offence to stir up racial hatred through words or 
behaviour.  The burning of the caravan follows a long-running 
dispute between residents and a Gypsy family, who this year set up 
a temporary home in a field. Superintendent Grenville Wilson, in 
charge of crime and operations at Sussex police's East Downs 
division, said: "We recognise the concerns being made across 
communities in East Sussex about events that happened in Firle. 
"A full, open and thorough investigation will uncover all issues in 
this case. We are working closely with the Crown Prosecution 
Service, which will decide if there is a case to answer."  Charles 
Smith, chairman of the Gypsy Council, said the incident had not 
been surprising, as incidents of racism against Gypsies occured 
daily.  "If they had burnt an effigy of a mock synagogue there 
would have been absolute outrage," he said. "But nothing was said 
when they did this to Gypsies. Even though Gypsies are recognised 
by race relation laws, it still seems to be acceptable to do this sort 
of thing.  The problem is with the government. There has been no 
positive legislation regarding travellers since 1968." 
 
Richard Gravett, chairman of the Firle Bonfire Society, met 
officers for informal discussions a week ago. Afterwards, the 
society issued an unreserved apology to "anyone who was 
offended by the event" and stressed the motivation had not been 
racist.  The society then withdrew from all Guy Fawkes activities 
this year and promised to consult more widely when planning 
future events.  Mr Gravett had claimed their intentions had been 
misrepresented and misunderstood. "There was no racist slant 

 



 

towards any of the travelling community. If anything, it's actually 
completely the other way," he claimed. 
 
Several parents who attended the event with their children had 
expressed concerns. A resident said: "I can't believe the people of 
Firle and Sussex support this kind of sick stunt. What kind of 
message does this send to the kids who were present?"  The 
Commission for Racial Equality has called for those involved to be 
pursued and punished. A spokeswoman said yesterday: "We 
welcome the fact that the police have treated this matter seriously. 
It is now a matter for them and there is not much more we can 
add."  Its chairman, Trevor Phillips, said Gypsies and travellers 
suffer the most discrimination in this country. "This was definitely 
an example of incitement to racial hatred and you couldn't really 
get more provocative than this," he said last week.  Lewes, four 
miles from Firle, commemorates its past as a Protestant stronghold 
each November 5 by burning an effigy of the Pope. 
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            A burning issue in the village 
The Bonfire Night torching of a Gypsy caravan effigy, and the 
arrests of 12 Sussex villagers on race hate charges, are the latest 
twists in a long-running conflict, reports Mark Townsend 
 
Within seconds, their faces were warped beyond recognition. As 
the cardboard grins of the Gypsy children vanished among the 
flames, onlookers cheered. The 'pikeys' had been given their 
comeuppance. By popular consent, the hamlet of Firle had staged 
another memorable Guy Fawkes display.  Those celebrations have 
since turned sour. The decision to torch a caravan with Gypsies 

 



 

painted on it has thrown into question the validity of the centuries-
old and hugely popular bonfire culture of Sussex. 
 
The police, under growing pressure, last week began arresting 
those who decided to paint a family of travellers on the side of the 
vehicle before towing it through Firle and setting it alight at the 
village's bonfire night.  In this affluent corner of rural England, 
bonfires more than anywhere else resemble 'bone fires' - burnings 
at the stake - according to local historians. Effigies of local hate 
figures are paraded and torched with a medieval zeal. That 
tradition explains why the threat of prosecution as well as the 
cloud of racist allegations hangs over Firle's picturebook cottages. 
By Friday, all 12 of the bonfire organisers had been arrested over 
suspicions of allegedly inciting hatred against a minority. 
 
Yet for many travellers encamped near Firle, the police 
investigation has highlighted a very modern problem. Firle's 
'caravan of hate' is not the first time this year that travellers' 
vehicles have been deliberately set ablaze in Sussex. In 
Peacehaven, a petrol bomb attack against Gypsies was reported to 
police. At Crawley, Margaret Murphy woke last April to the smell 
of burning. A petrol-soaked firework had been lit beneath a van 
next to her caravan. Within seconds, the vehicle was engulfed in 
flames. Her three-month old puppy, Spot, stood no chance.  'If the 
alarm on the van hadn't gone off, the gas canisters and petrol 
generators would have exploded, the whole camp would have 
perished. Hundreds would have been killed,' she said.  Now 
camped 40 miles south in a park above Brighton, she feels safe. 
Yet travellers nearby say that, only a few weeks ago, they were 
attacked with a barrage of fireworks aimed at the renovated 
coaches they call home. Others claim to have found stockpiles of 
rockets alongside petrol cans close to their camp. Bricks hurled 
through windows and verbal abuse are among a dossier of 
complaints.  Elsewhere, 'No Travellers' signs have been hung 
outside a launderette at nearby Hove and also at a pub in Lewes. 

 



 

Although there is no connection between events in Firle and such 
complaints, campaigners insist the occupants of the 62 official 
travellers' caravans in East Sussex are by far the most persecuted 
minority in the region.  'Attitudes towards travellers remain 
comparable to those experienced by Black Americans in the 
1950s', said a spokesman for Brighton-based Friends, Families and 
Travellers. Last summer, the 12-strong committee of the Firle 
Bonfire Society faced a familiar challenge to choose the 'Enemies 
of Bonfire', the reviled local figure or group whose effigies would 
be burnt and paraded along the single narrow street of their village. 
As always, it was a heated debate for the committee of 'everyday 
working folk', whose members include an electrician and 
carpenter. 'They're just good village lads basically,' said George, a 
lifelong resident of Firle.  George Bush and Tony Blair were 
discussed, but they had previously been torched. So had Osama bin 
Laden, their MP Norman Baker and even the local police officer. 
Yet there was one target outstanding, a group whose behaviour had 
been dominating gossip in Firle's only pub, the Ram Inn, for 
weeks. 
 
Travellers arrived on the Firle estate last August. Soon afterwards 
200 pheasants were killed in a field belonging to the estate, home 
to Henry Gage, the eighth Viscount Gage. Later, human excrement 
was found on the front doorstep of the estate's gamekeeper.  The 
travellers were evicted last September. Photographs taken by 
residents reveal mounds of rubbish including bathtubs and 
abandoned cars. They were blighting the area. Yet Firle had a 
traditional weapon of revenge - its bonfire.  'The Firle display was 
Sussex bonfire at its best. Don't forget the pikey contingent did a 
lot of damage,' said one member of the East Sussex Association of 
Bonfire and Carnival Societies. 
 
Preparations began soon after their eviction to build a half-size 
caravan from wood and cardboard. The charred chassis, along with 
its numberplate P1 KEY, can still be found on a farm near Firle. At 

 



 

some point though, the society decided to attach images of a Gypsy 
family inside the vehicle, a 'stupid, grievously bad' decision, 
according to one villager. Local children were commissioned to 
paint the grinning features. One of the children can be seen 
wearing an Arsenal shirt.  For three days after Firle's celebrations, 
no one made an official complaint. It was only when a villager 
with a Romany heritage complained to the local media that 
condemnation and bafflement from as far away as Scotland was 
unleashed. The police investigation, in the wake of damaging 
allegations of racism among officers, was announced soon after. 
Whether charges are brought will not be known until the New 
Year. One resident, Nic Challinger, believes Firle is paying the 
price for the present sensitivity on such issues. 
 
Most of the 200 villagers remain shocked that their friends could 
face conviction, despite having apologised and insisting there was 
no racist motive. Most, too, are sympathetic to the bonfire society, 
dismissing the furore as a 'storm in a teacup'. Others see the that no 
action was taken against the travellers. The local paper has 
defended the act as a 'fiery commentary' on local issues and the 
'ideal opportunity for letting off steam in a pointed and 
uncompromising manner'.  According to those close to the 
organisers, the ultimate humiliation was being banned by police 
from attending the largest Guy Fawkes celebration in East Sussex, 
held at Lewes. The Lewes bonfire remains infamous for glorifying 
its past as a Protestant stronghold, with revellers chanting anti-
Papist slogans and waving 'Death to Rome' banners. Dummies of 
Pope Paul V are burnt, along with the Catholic Guy Fawkes, as 
residents march in memory of the Protestant martyrs of 1556. 
 
Last night Sussex's bonfire season witnessed its final Guy Fawkes 
celebration of 2003 in Robertsbridge. As is the norm, the main 
effigy was a closely guarded secret. 
 
                                                                                                                 

 



 

©  UK Guardian 
***************************************************** 
 
 
NEEDS LINK!!! 
Travellers Times Autumn 2004 
Fighting fire with fire 
 
There will be no prosecution over the bonfire burning of a caravan 
carrying the effigies of a Gypsy family and the number plate 
P1KEY at Firle, Sussex last year. The Crown Prosecution Service 
(CPS) announced there was insufficient evidence to bring a case 
for inciting racial hatred against anyone from Firle Bonfire Society. 
Gypsy and Travellers groups condemned the CPS decision.  
Describing the burning as a “cause for grave concern”, Noelette 
Keane from the Irish Traveller Movement in Britain said the 
incident was the result of tensions created over the lack of stopping 
places. “This Government needs to take decisive action to create a 
national network of residential and transit sites,” she said. 
Meanwhile the National Romany and Gypsy Traveller Alliance has 
formed its own Gypsy Bonfire Society to explain why Gypsies and 
Travellers were so offended by events at Firle. “Fire has been used 
against us throughout our history, from the incinerators at 
Auschwitz to the fire bombings of caravans which still occur in the 
UK today,” said chairman Barrie Taylor.  
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Travellers Times   Autumn 2004  
Travellers made streets safer 
 
A family of Travellers living in trailers at Kingston upon Hull 
improved local security, their advocate told the County Court. The 

 



 

City Council had sought to evict the family with their two school 
age children and applied to the court for a possession order in 
August. But after submissions from John Mercer, the family’s 
advocate, the Council dropped their case. Mercer told the court: “I 
found there is no unrest between the public and the family; as 
members of the public have pointed out, security in the area has 
improved since their arrival.”  John Mercer also reminded the 
Court about the Council’s own policy of tolerance towards 
Gypsies, the Human Rights Act and the Government’s own critical 
Ofsted report on Travellers’ education.  Speaking after the case, 
John Mercer said: “Prejudice against Gypsies and Travellers needs 
to be addressed or the race and culture, which is centuries old, 
could be lost forever, and will become another extinct flower in 
Britain’s cultural garden.     © Travellers Times 
***************************************************** 
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Meriden Gypsy protesters to be evicted  
after council vote 
1 February 2012 Last updated at 17:41 ET  
 
Councillors have voted to evict residents who set up their own 
camp in protest at an unauthorised Gypsy site in the West 
Midlands.  The Gypsy camp had been set up in Meriden on 30 
April 2010.  Villagers then set up their own encampment in Eaves 
Green Lane, Meriden, in protest at the Gypsy site.  Solihull 
borough councillors unanimously voted to order the removal of the 
Residents Against Inappropriate Development (Raid) camp.  After 
the meeting a protester told the BBC: "They can take away our 
camp, they can take away our shelter, but we're not going 
anywhere."  Gypsies on a nearby plot lost an appeal to stay on the 
greenbelt land in October last year.  They had applied for 
retrospective permission to build eight permanent pitches for their 
caravans but the council refused planning permission, and the 
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appeal upheld the council's decision.  Raid members have been 
taking it in turns to hold a continuous 24-hour vigil at the camp 
since they set it up. 
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          Villagers monitoring gypsy camp to be evicted  
         - because they don't have planning permission 
                              7:00AM GMT 02 Feb 2012        
 
Villagers holding a round-the-clock vigil after 50 gypsies camped 
on greenbelt land face eviction because their observation post does 
not have planning permission.  Councillors have voted to evict 
residents from their observation post overlooking the gypsy camp 
at Meriden.  More than 100 villagers in Meriden, Warks, have 
maintained a 24-hour vigil for more than 600 days in the hope their 
protest will result in an end to an illegal travellers site, dubbed 
'Dale Farm II'.  The travellers arrived on the Friday evening of 
May Bank Holiday in 2010. Using bulldozers and heavy 
machinery they tore up the green belt land on Green Eaves Lane to 
create what looked like 'a motorway services car park'.  But they 
were unable to unload a further 1,800 tonnes of hardcore onto the 
site after locals formed a human chain to stop them getting access.  
Since that weekend the people of Meriden - who formed the 
Meriden Residents Against Illegal Development (RAID) - have 
been fighting to have the illegal site removed.  They have formed a 
rota to watch the camp around the clock and monitor attempts to 
develop the site.    Solihull council refused to grant retrospective 
planning permission for the camp, which had been bought for 
£100,000. Eric Pickles, the Communities Secretary, upheld the 
decision. The travellers will remain on the site until at least March 

 



 

when the council will return to the High Court to apply for 
permission to evict them.  But last night councillors at Solihull 
Council voted to evict the residents' observation camp, consisting 
of a caravan, a tarpaulin shelter and a woodstove, on the grounds it 
constitutes an inappropriate development and lacked planning 
permission. The volunteers will be evicted March 31. David 
McGrath, chairman of Meriden RAID, said he was disgusted by 
the decision. He said: "The council have voted to evict the 
residents on the 31st of March, these are the same residents who 
have alerted the council to the ongoing breaches of an injunction 
and have provided evidence for the council to use in the public 
inquiries.  "By the 31st of March we will remove the wood burner 
and anything else at the site that has kept us warm, dry and safe, 
but there is no law in this country that can stop us going to the site 
and monitoring the travellers in the mud and the cold, and that is 
what we are going to do. "We will stay as long as long as we have 
to stay, we have the right to appeal the council's decision but we 
are not here to cost the taxpayer money. We will not be putting on 
any Dale Farm-style tactics. We reject the thought of any appeal." 
     
COMMENTS   
bojimbo26  02/02/2012 11:04 AM  But last night councillors at 
Solihull Council voted to evict the residents' observation camp, 
consisting of a caravan, a tarpaulin shelter and a woodstove, on the 
grounds it constitutes an inappropriate development and lacked 
planning permission. The volunteers will be evicted on March 31.  
If it is moved every 2 weeks ( a couple of feet ) , then it is not 
permanent and doesn't need planning permission . 
*  
Mark Montgomery  02/02/2012 10:02 AM   The gypsies paid 
$100,000 for the property, the villagers should mind their own 
business and leave the gypsies be.  Mark Montgomery  NYC, NY  
boboberg@nyc.rr.com 
* 
corelli12   02/02/2012 11:27 AM  It's Green Belt land. That means 

 



 

it can't be developed. Read the article. 
* 
headley_grange   02/02/2012 08:22 AM  If they pay a couple of 
the gypsies to attend the camp then the council won't evict them. 
* 
axoz75   02/02/2012 07:44 AM  Unfortunately law abiding 
taxpayers are not vunerable or feckless neither are they benefit 
claimants therefore no one in authority is in in the slightest bit 
interested. Human rights cannot be used because these people are 
not Irish or claiming Romany origins. They could try bringing a 
few ethnics in that would at least enable the race card to be played 
and would ensure the intervention of a few well meaning bishops.  
A direct approach to Vanessa Redgrave may help but don't hold 
your breath.  Just a thought, but are they within ten miles of a 
honourable members home, then you would get some support. 
* 
choppac  02/02/2012 07:23 AM  Lunatics running the asylum!!!! 
* 
Sophia C Botha on  twitter   02/02/2012 10:20 PM  
http://t.co/SP6Ki0gH  another bunch of yocals are making trouble 
about another #gypsy site only thing is its kind of backfired on 
them 
* 
Natashanaa on  twitter   02/02/2012 08:56 AM  RT @bedlamfury: 
Villagers monitoring gypsy camp to be evicted - because they don't 
have planning permission http://t.co/lyJwyPk3  
*  
bedlamfury on  twitter  02/02/2012 08:50 AM   Villagers 
monitoring gypsy camp to be evicted - because they don't have 
planning permission http://t.co/lyJwyPk3 
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First round of consultation over  
Dorset gypsy sites ends soon 
11:00am Tuesday 7th February 2012  
 
The first round of consultation over gypsy and traveller sites in 
Dorset will end on Friday.  The consultations come after the county 
was told it had to find space for 585 to 609 residential and transit 
sites – with 80 to 84 required in West Dorset and 29 to 30 in 
Weymouth and Portland by 2013.  All the Weymouth sites are 
estimated to be for transit use whereas West Dorset is split between 
residential and transit sites. There were originally three sites 
shortlisted for Weymouth and Portland but only two have gone 
forward to the public consultation.  The sites are the land adjacent 
to the household recycling centre in Lodmoor and the park and ride 
site near to the Mount Pleasant Business park.   There were 
originally 12 sites proposed for West Dorset but only four have 
gone forward to the public consultation.  To respond to the 
consultation, or to find more information on proposed sites, visit 
dorsetforyou.com/gypsyandtravellersites 
 
cj07589 says...    11:44am Tue 7 Feb 12     
here we go why this particular group of society receives special 
treatment over the rest of the population is anybody's guess. I see 
this as a simplistic form of discrimination and creation of a two tier 
society on this basis where will the Viking, Saxon and Norman 
campsites be situated? This PC nonsense is extremely infuriating 
to the working population in these difficult times especially if the 
tax payer is picking up the bill as usual. So i'm off to buy a caravan 
with sky TV and brand new MPV with all me hard earn't benefits 
initit? 
                                                                                                                     
© Dorest Echo 
***************************************************** 

 



 

http://www.bournemouthecho.co.uk/news/9516045.Residents_urge
d_to_have_their_say_on_proposed_traveller_sites_in_Bournemout
h/  
 
Residents urged to have their say on  
proposed traveller sites in Bournemouth   
3:00pm Tuesday 7th February 2012    
    
CAMPAIGNERS against a proposed travellers’ site for central 
Bournemouth are urging people to have their say as the first 
chance to comment comes to a close.  uncils have been asked to 
come up with potential sites by the government, and Park Road at 
Lansdowne is the only one in Bournemouth to be ‘shortlisted’, 
while three others, at Muscliffe and Throop, have been marked for 
further investigation.  The first round of consultation ends on 
Friday and Alex De Freitas, who runs Good Food by Alex in 
Lansdowne Road, said people needed to think of Bournemouth as 
a whole, not just support or oppose one site or another.  She said: 
“It’s (Lansdowne) the gateway to the town and the heart of 
Bournemouth is Lansdowne. Is this the image that we want to give 
Bournemouth?  It’s wrong for Bournemouth and it’s wrong for the 
travellers.  We all understand that we need to have a site to stop the 
problems of the past, but I think Lansdowne is the wrong place.”  
Businesses and residents opposed to the Park Road site say the 
area already suffers problems due to homelessness and low-level 
crime.  However, travellers’ representatives have said that 
protestors were showing prejudice and had no proof that there 
would be trouble if the site got the go-ahead.  Bournemouth West 
MP Conor Burns has objected to the Park Road proposal, which 
would be a transit site, saying he was concerned that it was the 
only one to be shortlisted in the borough.  Locals also say the land 
could be put to use for much-needed housing and it would be 
wrong to site travellers in a populated residential area.  David 
Landau, a property owner in the area, added: “The main message is 
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the consultation ends in just a few days’ time and people have got 
to write or e-mail.”      
More details can be found at dorsetforyou.com/travellerpitches. 
 
COMMENTS 
The Renegade Master says... 3:27pm Tue 7 Feb 12  This is really 
simple. No-one wants a traveller pitch anywhere near their 
property. No-one wants the noise, the anti-social behaviour, the 
mess and the elevated crime levels wherever travellers set up.  If 
these society drop-outs were happy to be 100% law abiding, clean 
up their act, pay their way and treat the rest of us and our property 
with respect, there would be no need to provide traveller pitches at 
all as they would all be welcome at caravan parks around the 
country.  And before some traveller sympathiser comes on here and 
accuses me of being racist I most certainly am not. This is not a 
race or religion issue. The issue is about honest, law abiding, tax 
paying citizens not wanting trouble makers parked up on their 
doorstep. 
* 
portia6 says... 3:49pm Tue 7 Feb 12  Years ago the gypsy families 
seemed to be tolerated more perhaps because  they sold their 
wooden clothes-pegs read your fortune and lived in quaint wagons. 
A romantic view perhaps? A homeless person would love to  enjoy 
the close family bonds they seem to have.  Not in our back yard is 
the message so what difference to living near a  council estate that 
has a reputation? 
* 
TheDistrict says... 4:04pm Tue 7 Feb 12   What council states 
have reputations. Have you seen some of the private areas of late, 
where money grabbing landlords rent out to all and sundry.  
Perspectives and facts are needed before spouting off. 
* 
portia6 says... 4:26pm Tue 7 Feb 12  Seen both sides of the coin 
and its clear everyone wants to live here! 
* 

 



 

billm says... 5:50pm Tue 7 Feb 12   'Travellers’ representatives 
have said that protestors were showing prejudice and had no 
proof that there would be trouble if the site got the go-ahead.' 
How can there be any proof until after they move in? It's too late 
then - ask the people near Dale Farm. 
* 
afcb-mark says...6:46pm Tue 7 Feb 12   A eyesore right in the 
heart of a tourist town. Who on earth dreamed this spot up. The do 
gooders who thinks this would be acceptable could perhaps try 
accommodating them in his/her back garden and see how that 
feels.   These people with their caravans should be given sites 
outside of town centres, sorry but as I've already said they are an 
eyesore. 
* 
kimberley jane parkinson says... 7:43pm Tue 7 Feb 12    it seems 
society hasn t moved on sinced the 1960 gypsy and traveller law 
reforms. tut tut.  we might do better to highlight how things can be 
when a cohesive and responsive system makes way for 
possibilities as yet unrendered due to lack of insight, 
understanding, bigotry and fear.   as the song says; "the higher you 
build your barriers, the taller i become". 
* 
portia6 says... 10:38pm Tue 7 Feb 12  When will we live in a 
class-less society we can dream! 
* 
lena72 says... Tue 7 Feb 12  The Gateway to Bournemouth is not 
the Landsdown. It"s along the A338 the Bournemouth Spur Road, 
where the sign says "Welcome to Bournemouth" right next door to 
the Dirthy sinking sewage works , the stink is so bad that you can 
smell it for miles, thats the gateway and the main route into 
Bournemouth. Thats the welcome the tourists get. 
* 
Benniestewart says... 10:56pm Tue 7 Feb 12  Why has this area 
been shortlisted totally unsuitable location for the travellers whose 
interests are supposed to be paramount in finding a site The Throop 

 



 

and Muscliffe sites have a much more realistic chance of being 
managed successfully than a sensitively located town environment 
not fair for the travellers or the residents of Bournemouth 
* 
ragj195 says... 11:44pm Tue 7 Feb 12  kimberley jane parkinson 
wrote:  it seems society hasnt moved on sinced the 1960 gypsy 
and traveller law reforms. tut tut. Do you think it's acceptable for 
travellers staying in Kings Park to use the perimeter of the football 
stadium as an open toilet? You can all see why some residents here 
are all for the training pitches now! It beats travellers **iting in 
your own back yard....literally. 
* 
dontpupmybackandtellmeitsraining says... 11:45pm Tue 7 Feb 
12  They choose to travel and live on the road they dont want to 
live in any town.  They take the P1ss and play the system to full 
advantage.  The only reason they come close to civilisation is to 
scrounge and steal !  Why do we have to pander to a minority such 
as them ?  I want to travel ! will every town in the UK give me a 
free Pitch and worry about my welfare ?  Just make it so difficult 
for them to stop anywhere in Bournemouth, Poole and 
Christchurch and they will go somewhere else, give them all a free 
ticket to France and they can travel in Europe and see how far they 
get.  Put them on the Surf Reef ! or in the Surf Pods !! 
* 
portia6 says... 1:14am Wed 8 Feb 12  
Oh dear don't these travelers have loos in their caravans! 
* 
mikey2gorgeous says... 8:35am Wed 8 Feb 12   These bloody 
illiterate tax dodging thugs doing dirty deals and wanting to live 
among us. Send Redknapp home I say! 
* 
TinyLegacy says... 9:17am Wed 8 Feb 12   It'll all go ahead, 
course it will... Even with the local council pretending to care what 
the residents think. It'll be yet another case of 'I told you so' once 
they start biting the hand that feeds them. 

 



 

* 
kimberley jane parkinson says... 10:24am Wed 8 Feb 12  ragj195 
wrote: “Do you think it's acceptable for travellers staying in 
Kings Park to use the perimeter of the football stadium as an 
open toilet? You can all see why some residents here are all for 
the training pitches now! It beats travellers **iting in your own 
back yard....literally.  the site would benefit from reed bed systems 
and a willow coppice.  most travellers are aware of how such 
natural and effective systems can be beneficial to the land, and 
with negotiating maintainance issues that councils do not have a 
budget for to implement in terms of mainstream drainage and 
waste systems. utilities are the main concern. procurement guides 
are readily available from BRE and the centre for alternative 
technology, machynlleth, powys: their resource centre is excellent, 
as are the planning team at groundwork trust, who would be more 
than delighted to instigate a masterplan in conjunction with 
travellers, the council, and the local community. 
* 
The Renegade Master says... 11:53am Wed 8 Feb 12  
mikey2gorgeous wrote:  These bloody illiterate tax dodging thugs 
doing dirty deals and wanting to live among us. Send Redknapp 
home I say!     Harry Redknapp has been found NOT GUILTY (of 
suspicion of conspiracy to defraud and false accounting ~ he is not 
a Traveller, but rather is a footballcoach). You owe Harry an 
apology for your slander, but then again you have a habit of 
slandering people without basis. In future mikey I suggest you 
think before posting your offensive remarks.  I will also refer you 
once again to what the Echo state in their terms here: "... you are 
personally responsible for what you post on this site.... Do not post 
anything that is false, abusive or malicious." 
* 
portia6 says... 6:18pm Wed 8 Feb 12 Why has it taken 5 years to 
resolve?  Redknapp should go to college get  an education it will 
help him with any  more disputes.  What does his wife think where 
is she and could she shed any light on this? Money is the root of all 

 



 

evil. 
                                                                                                              
© Bournemouth   Echo 
***************************************************** 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-gloucestershire-16928530  
 
Newent travellers apply for planning permission for site 
                     7 February 2012 Last updated at 08:52 ET  
 
Travellers who set up camp on land in Newent two years ago have 
applied for permission to stay on the land.  The group bought (with 
money)  and moved on to the field at Southend Lane in 2009 
without planning consent.  After a planning inquiry they were 
given two years to stay on the site, which expired on 31 January.  
Forest of Dean District Council said it was examining its position 
as to whether there had been any breach of planning rules.  A 
spokesman for the travellers said the group had no intention of 
moving from the land.  In January the group applied to the council 
for a change of use of the land for 13 Gypsy caravan pitches and 
associated facilities. 
                                                                                                                                   
© BBC 
***************************************************** 
 
http://www.thisisgloucestershire.co.uk/Newent-travellers-stay-site-
despite-notice-leave/story-15175538-detail/story.html 
        Newent travellers stay at site despite notice to leave 
                    Thursday, February 09, 2012 The Citizen 
 
TRAVELLERS remain at a site in Newent despite being told to 
leave over a week ago.  A planning inspector told travellers at 
Southend Lane, Newent, they could stay at the site until January 31 
and then return it to grassland.  But a new planning application for 
caravan pitches has now been filed.  The travellers' planning 
consultant said it was prompted by Forest of Dean District Council 
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failing to find another site.  At the time of going to press the 
travellers were still at the site.   A council spokesman said: "The 
Planning Inspector gave permission for the travellers to remain on 
site until January 31, 2012. As they remain on site there is now a 
breach of planning control and we are looking at whether it is 
expedient to take any formal action.  "Our decision will need to 
take into account all relevant material planning considerations and 
we have carried out a detailed site investigation to inform this 
decision. 
 
"There have been a number of changes to relevant local and 
national planning policies since the inspector made his decision in 
2010 and we are examining these to ensure that we have 
considered everything that is relevant in making any decision." 
 
COMMENTS 
by LordGagas  Thursday, February 9 2012, 9:30AM   “what do 
you expect ,these people dont comply with most laws “   i object to 
this statement, these people dont comply to ANY laws” 
* 
by 2ladybugs  Thursday, February 9 2012, 9:20AM   “Yes I have 
often stood in awe at their vehicles (albeit through gritted teeth). 
Free school meals? Well I hope they don't get Legal Aid as well 
because I will be right cheesed off! Backhanders...yes I can well 
believe that.” 
* 
by rogerjc1959  Thursday, February 9 2012, 9:16AM   “we dont 
need cameron and the rest of the wooden tops it seems to me that 
the travellers are running the country” 
* 
by woe Joey   Thursday, February 9 2012, 8:58AM  “2ladybugs- I 
think you will find it is not so much some people being above the 
law, rather some people having enough cash ( literally) to buy them 
all this legal tom-foolery. I hope that anyone seriously interested in 
this sort of situation will visit the Lane, to admire the types of 

 



 

vehicle they drive- such a shame that they have to claim free 
school meals for their children!- and google Matthew Green who 
regularly openly threatens councils if they fail to approve sites he 
is putting forward. Not that he is concerned, as he gets paid cash in 
hand......I am sure he declares it..!” 
* 
by 2ladybugs  Thursday, February 9 2012, 6:39AM  “I have just 
read what Lecorche says about it being illegal to clamp them. So it 
is alright for travellers, Occupy groups etc. to break the law but not 
the rest of us. Unbelievable!” 
* 
by Douglasknows  Thursday, February 9 2012, 4:58AM  “I know 
it was contoversal to say clamp them but thats what would happen 
if you were parked illegally. BTW ladybug, I've been stalked by 
worse people ;o) Lecorche, you're probably right but if you were to 
park something on your own driveway that the council didn't like I 
bet they soon make you move it.” 
* 
by Lecorche Thursday, February 9 2012, 4:09AM  “Douglas,  The 
Beeb reports these people as having bought the land in 2009.  Does 
the Council have the right to throw them off?  There'd certainly be 
no advantage in clamping them. It may be against the law.anyway.” 
* 
by 2ladybugs  Thursday, February 9 2012, 3:52AM  
“@Douglasknows  Looks like I'm stalking you :{   Yes that thought 
had crossed my mind but on reflection I fear they might just have 
some tools of the trade which would cut through these minor 
obstacles ;-((” 
* 
by Douglasknows   Thursday, February 9 2012, 3:39AM  “If they 
are on the land illegally then why not clamp all the vehicles and 
only release them when they have paid the fine and agreed to 
leave.” 
* 
by cushtymann  Thursday, February 9 2012, 1:58AM  “what do 

 



 

you expect ,these people dont comply with most laws , so why 
abide by planning laws,  these objects will never move and they 
will pool their money and fight this for many years. just look at 
DALE FARM,   we should all do it and eventually it will be 
outlawed and stopped.  unfortunatly the people living in southend 
lane have all got properties that are now worthless and they pay the 
tax money that financies this corrupt system.  the gippo s are all 
laughing.” 
* 
by intheForest   Thursday, February 9 2012, 1:47AM  “Enforce 
the Inspectors ruling, if everyone dig their heels in over every 
issue, it makes a joke of having any Rules.  Let alone give special 
treatment to minority groups the Law is the Law (right or wrong) 
the Law makers should start thinking about who pays their 
wages..” 
* 
by 2ladybugs  Thursday, February 9 2012, 1:38AM  “It always 
appears as one law for one group of people and one law for other 
groups of people. I bet if we parked a mobile home, an old camper 
van or anything else with wheels on in our garden, and then used it 
as living accommodation, we would soon be taken to task. I bet if I 
started to live in my small habitable stone barn all hell would let 
loose. Still there you go, we pay our taxes, why should we be 
allowed such luxuries?” 
* 
by Lecorche   Thursday, February 9 2012, 1:17AM  
 “http://tinyurl.com/75lzdhr 
It'll be interesting to see if our wheel clad neighbours exploit the 
new policy of our government concerning the short version of 
planning permission.  I have to admit that I don't know if our 
councils have the stomach for a defiant stand by someone who 
is determined enough to stand up for themselves.    Maybe live 
and let live should be considered.” 
* 
by Bonkim2003 Thursday, February 9 2012, 12:52AM   “What did 

 



 

you expect? This could have been written 3 years back.” 
  
 © thisisgloucestershire.co.uk 
***************************************************** 
http://www.clactonandfrintongazette.co.uk/news/9523284.Travelle
rs_move_on_to_Clacton_timber_yard/ 
       Travellers move on to Clacton timber yard 
                         5:12pm Thursday 9th February 2012  
 
TRAVELLERS have moved on to an abandoned timber yard in 
Clacton.  Around six caravans and several other vehicles moved 
onto the site in Oxford Road on Tuesday afternoon.  The site is 
private land and used to be a builder’s yard, but has been empty for 
several years.  Nearby builder’s merchants business Travis Perkins 
recently had a planning application approved and is set to move 
onto the site.  Ward councillor for the area Irene Tracey said: “I 
have received several calls from residents and they are very 
concerned.  “We have never had travellers here before, and we are 
now working hard to check what the situation is here.  The council 
is looking to contact the owner of the site to see if the travellers 
have permission to be there or not, then we will move forward 
from there.”  Worried shopkeepers along Oxford Road have 
clubbed together to hire security guards to patrol the road at night.  
The road will be patrolled from the end of business hours until the 
shops open again in the morning. 
 
COMMENTS 
Myrtle says... 5:40pm Thu 9 Feb 12   Try 8 or 9 caravans and 
some very new vans, lorries and cars. They picked the lock as the 
site has been secure and visited by a security company on a regular 
basis.  Generators going all night , music blaring and our powers 
that be sit back and twiddle ther blasted thumbs and leave the 
residents and local shopkeepers to provide security.  If you need 
more up to date and correct news on this matter the look at Clacton 
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Residents Voice on Facebook, they seem to know more about what 
is going on than a local councillor who should be demanding 
action on this and a paper that's supposed to report on local matter 
but can't be bothered to get out of their Far Away office and 
actually do some footwork. 
* 
upandaterm says... 6:18pm Thu 9 Feb 12  Lock the gates and put 
a skip full of bricks in the way! They entered illegally! 
* 
ClactonResidentsVoice says...   6:24pm Thu 9 Feb 12  There's a 
very interesting conversation going on here 
 http://www.facebook.com/ClactonResidentsVoice 
Come and have your say... 
* 
zuesemork says... 6:38pm Thu 9 Feb 12     
totally agree with you myrtle, 
* 
Essex Gurl says... 7:09pm Thu 9 Feb 12  Not surprised Travellers 
have moved onto an abandoned yard, who would want to be out on 
the roads in this weather? And Tendring is one of the few councils 
which haven't yet built a Travellers Site as they agreed. 
* 
Montaigne says... 7:22pm Thu 9 Feb 12    Have to agree with 
Essex Gurl - why have Tendring not provided a site for travellers?  
The RSS indicated that there is a need for such a site in Tendring 
but our useless Councillors as usual do nothing. 
* 
Ritchie_Hicks says... 8:09pm Thu 9 Feb 12    I for one wouldn't 
want my council tax to fund such a site - if they want somewhere 
to live they should buy some land with their own money, not the 
states! 
* 
happyinjaywick says... 9:36pm Thu 9 Feb 12    RE:  "They picked 
the lock as the site has been secure"   Bolt croppers or engine disc 
cutter would cut through in seconds!  The owners knowing the 

 



 

outpourings of hate from Dale Farm must have realised that 
deserted factory sites like myrtle’s neighbours, would be a target 
for unlawful occupation, so why did they not reinforce the security 
upon a open all too easy pair of gates.  Agreed a skip full of 
concrete across all access points should have been used, as a skip 
full of bricks would have been stolen first!   We must not lose 
focus of the close proximity of copper cables just across the Iron 
bridge also. 
  
©  Clacton and Frinton Gazette    
***************************************************** 
http://www.thisisbath.co.uk/B-amp-NES-spend-pound-1-8m-new-
travellers-site/story-15179532-detail/story.html  
 
Bath and North East Somerset to spend £1.8m on 
new travellers' site 
Thursday, February 09, 2012Bath Chronicle 
 
A political row has been sparked by plans to spend up to £1.8 
million on a new travellers' site in the Bath area.  The money is 
being set aside by Bath and North East Somerset Council at the 
same time as the authority looks at cutting spending on libraries, 
gulley-clearing and some aspects of road maintenance.  Paul 
Crossley (Opposition Tories) say allocating such a large sum for 15 
transit pitches shows skewed priorities on the part of the ruling 
Liberal Democrat regime at the Guildhall.  The council, which 
meets to finalise its budget and to confirm a council tax freeze next 
Tuesday, currently has no official travellers' site, and no potential 
location has yet been formally suggested.  Conservative leader 
Councillor Francine Haeberling (Con, Saltford) said: "I think that 
residents in B&NES will be shocked to hear that the Liberal 
Democrats plan on spending such a huge amount of money on 
providing traveller sites at a time when budgets are so tight.   "At 
£120,000 each, the amount which they plan to spend on each 
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traveller pitch could be enough to build a whole new affordable 
home for a local family instead. Or the Lib Dems could use the 
money to invest in local services, such as saving the mobile library 
service from being axed, or tackling potholes, or preventing cuts to 
drain and gulley-clearing.” 
 
"Yes, the council has to meet its obligations in seeking locations 
for gypsy and traveller sites, but to spend £1.8 million on 15 
traveller pitches will strike many residents as a very skewed 
priority at a time of austerity and budget cuts."  A total sum of up 
to £1.8 million is being earmarked to be spent in the next three 
financial years in budget papers, compared with £1.2 million 
building affordable homes.  The lack of an official site has been 
cited as a factor in the development of unofficial encampments 
such as a recent one at Entry Hill, while there has been a long-term 
travellers' presence in Lower Bristol Road. Council leader 
Councillor Paul Crossley (Lib Dem, Southdown) said the authority 
was unable to move travellers from illegal pitches unless official 
sites existed. "Gypsies and travellers are among the most 
vulnerable members of our communities and are frequently victims 
of racism and discrimination.  The previous Conservative 
administration clearly showed its attitude. Year after year they put 
off finding official sites, despite legislation requiring councils to do 
so.  "This negligence left us with many illegal pitches in the district 
and with the loss of income from council tax and rent.  The 
Conservatives are proposing to do nothing, which will leave us at 
risk of illegal encampments. Without official pitches, we cannot 
move travellers on and the costs of closing illegal sites can run into 
many millions."  An assessment in 2007 suggested 20 transit 
pitches were needed in B&NES by the year 2016. 
 
COMMENTS  
by bath1946    Thursday, February 9 2012, 1:16PM 
“Is the council required to provide houses ? Could it be prefabs or 
houseboats or fixed site caravans ?” 

 



 

* 
by rogerh3    Thursday, February 9 2012, 8:38AM 
“It's probably in the document at the link I gave but I'm afraid I 
haven't studied it in detail. Both figures are mentioned in there, 
though.” 
* 
by Viscount_V      Thursday, February 9 2012, 8:20AM 
“I have no problem with providing long overdue pitches Roger, 
just a problem with the cost of said pitches. I'd need to see it 
compartmentalised to figure it out. Is the "proposed" £4.9 million 
the entire council contribution over 4 years?  Just over a year ago 
the Chron reported of WR "B&NES Council is investing £2.7m in 
the new homes, which will be managed by Somer Community 
Housing Trust".  Does the £4.9m already include those and is the 
entire budget put aside for housing concentrated in the WR area?  
Where does the £1.2m figure come into this Roger?” 
* 
by rogerh3  Thursday, February 9 2012, 8:05AM 
“And the Council's proposed budget includes £4.9m for affordable 
housing on WR.  Currently B&NES has no official traveller sites at 
all. The proposals are supported by the Labour group; it's only the 
Tories who'd rather spend the money on filling potholes.  
http://tinyurl.com/7hlbjan” 
* 
by Viscount_V     Thursday, February 9 2012, 7:55AM 
“To be fair Roger I think the cost link was made by Haeberling 
there and reported by the Chron.  The link to me is shelter 
whatever form it takes, which is why those who aren't travellers 
may just end up having to make use of these overpriced pitches 
unless we get hostels and homes built fast.  So please give us a 
breakdown of the £120,000 figure CouncilSpoke??” 
* 
by Elsewhereman     Thursday, February 9 2012, 7:38AM 
“I don't often agree with you V_V, but you're bang on the money 
there. You can build a fairly decent-sized house for £120000 (at 

 



 

cost). Realistically a "traveller site" (something of an oxymoron in 
itself) should be little more than hard-standing on which to park 
vehicles, boundary fences, hook-ups for mains electricity, water 
and (perhaps) gas. Unless there is already mains drainage on site 
then only a cesspit should be provided - with emptying costs met 
by the residents not the council. I don't see that costing £120K per 
pitch.  It would also be interesting to know what the collection 
percentage of council tax and rent is for those councils which do 
provide official sites. I'll wager it's not all that high ...” 
* 
by rogerh3      Thursday, February 9 2012, 7:35AM 
“The council does have some responsibility for providing funding 
for housing in the affordable bracket along with Somer. As the 
stock is maintained and not increased it would be uneconomical for 
a non profit Housing Association to finance the entire core strategy 
requirement alone without a substantial hike in rents."   B&NES 
has a very limited remit regarding affordable and social housing. It 
is primarily the responsibility of Somer (which is the statutory 
housing authority in Bath) and other local HAs. The money for 
such new build comes primarily from the Homes and Communities 
Agency (which has, for instance, contributed over £8m for Western 
Riverside), not from Council Tax.   To compare B&NES's spend on 
affordable housing with its spend on travellers is misleading and 
mischievous. Shoddy journalism, in fact.” 
* 
by airhellair   Thursday, February 9 2012, 7:08AM 
“Is there not a legal requirement for local authorities to provide 
traveller sites? Somehow, 1.8 million gbp spread over 3 years 
doesn't seem much. It's probably less than Liam Fox spent on 
entertaining 'friends'.   As a bus traveller, I probably get less spent 
on me. However, rather than grumble about it, I'm sure there are 
ways of improving that - see: http://tinyurl.com/7fcjz32” 
* 
by Viscount_V        Thursday, February 9 2012, 6:49AM 
“I'd like a break down of where the £120,000 figure comes from. 

 



 

As this is per pitch and travellers have their own accommodation 
to plant on said pitch, what is costing £120,000 please?   The 
council does have some responsibility for providing funding for 
housing in the affordable bracket along with Somer. As the stock is 
maintained and not increased it would be uneconomical for a non 
profit Housing Association to finance the entire core strategy 
requirement alone without a substantial hike in rents. It is a local 
authorities responsibility to house those who are homeless and if 
there's not enough homes for the purpose the L.A. must step in 
with some financial assistance.   I maintain that the £1.2 million for 
affordable homes is ridiculously inadequate bearing in mind how 
the current housing crisis is set to affect our region.” 
* 
by PippaMurray80    Thursday, February 9 2012, 6:44AM 
“I have many traveller friends and they mean no harm. At the very 
worst they will play their flutes in your garden.” 
* 
by rogerh3           Thursday, February 9 2012, 5:56AM 
“A total sum of up to £1.8 million is being earmarked to be spent 
in the next three financial years in budget papers, compared with 
£1.2 million building affordable homes."   Not a valid or fair 
comparison. B&NES has a legal obligation to provide traveller 
sites but it is not the main provider of affordable homes in the area. 
That's Somer Housing.” 
* 
by BillShutters            Thursday, February 9 2012, 5:05AM 
“HAHAHA........Tell you what, 900k and they can park on my 
drive. As long as they tarmac it !” 
* 
by mcupis       Thursday, February 9 2012, 4:49AM  
  http://tinyurl.com/6qev9b   
  
© Wakefield Express 
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http://www.bournemouthecho.co.uk/news/9518983.Fight_against_
_next_Dale_Farm__traveller_site_at_Cannon_Hill/ 
 
Fight against 'next Dale Farm' traveller site  
at Cannon Hill 
8:00am Thursday 9th February 2012   By Harriet Marsh » 
 
PEOPLE in East Dorset are stepping up their fight against what 
they fear will be “the next Dale Farm”.  Hundreds of concerned 
residents have joined a protest group against proposals to create a 
gypsy and traveller site at Cannon Hill, in Uddens Drive, described 
as their “only triangle of woodland” after learning that Dorset 
County Council has been promised £1.75 million in funding.  They 
are also angry over news that council officers applied for 
government funding to put 25 pitches on the Forestry Commission-
owned land last April.  A public consultation on a list of proposed 
sites across Dorset runs until Friday.  Dorset, District and Parish 
Councillor Janet Dover who has made a formal complaint, said: 
“This is about the process going on behind closed doors. 
“Residents are going through the consultation in the full belief that 
what they say counts. They will now be left with the perception 
that it does not.”  A spokesman for the council said the money 
would only be handed over if it secures planning permission, and it 
will not apply until the results of the consultation had been 
analysed.  More than 60 unauthorised encampments have cropped 
up in the last five or six years, and without authorised sites this will 
continue, he added.  Janet Healy, from the Friends of Uddens 
Woodland at Stapehill group, said: “We feel like it’s all been done 
and dusted.  “But we are not going to give up.  We’re going to get 
ready and organised for Round two.”  The campaigners counted 
180 walkers using the site one Sunday last month, and argue that 
neither residents nor travellers will feel safe.  Residents from 

 



 

Colehill, Stapehill, Ferndown and Longham, use the six-hectare 
plot off the A31, they say.  It is criss-crossed by paths and part of 
the Castleman trailway.  Last year’s evictions at Dale Farm in 
Essex, after a 10-year battle over illegal encampment, have added 
to their worries that a site could grow. Mrs Healy added: “There’s 
just a lot of concern that East Dorset will host the next Dale Farm.  
“We don’t think this would be just one site – we think it will take 
up more room than the councils have considered and are terrified 
that it could overspill.”  
Visit dorsetforyou.com/gypsyandtravellersites and 
saveourforest.org for details. 
 
COMMENTS 
Freddie The Fish says...10:56am Thu 9 Feb 12 
Ha! Look at them all in the picture. What a bunch of miserable 
racists. 
* 
saynomore says...12:12pm Thu 9 Feb 12 
Travellers are not specific race, just a mixture of freeloaders. 
Genuine Gypsies do not act in the manner that these parasites do, 
get your facts right before you start playing the race card. 
* 
Deadjim says...12:28pm Thu 9 Feb 12 
There is no valid comparison with Dale Farm.  At DF, travellers 
bought the environmentally protected land (Green Belt) then 
developed around 90 pitches without planning permission and 
unsuccessfully sought planning consent retrospectively. Quite apart 
from the planning issue, the major issue at DF was it’s size – 
unsustainable and far too dominant .  At Cannon Hill, it is not 
travellers who are seeking planning consent so the local planning 
authority has control of that decision,not the County Council or the 
Forestry Commission. The merits or otherwise of Cannon Hill as a 
traveller site are clearly in dispute but if a site is to go ahead there, 
the latest guidelines suggest a maximum of 15 pitches, not 25.  If a 
repeat of DF is to be avoided, additional pitches with planning 

 



 

consent or the identification of land where planning consent is 
likely to be granted seem essential . 
***************************************************** 
 
 
http://www.wakefieldexpress.co.uk/community/your-
letters/letter_council_must_stay_strong_against_gypsy_home_plan
s_1_4234469 
Letter - Council must stay strong against  
gypsy home plans 
 
Published on Friday 10 February 2012 11:06 
RE last week’s Wakefield Express report on the ‘Gypsy Camp’ at 
Boundary Lane, Warmfield. 
 
Mr and Mrs Smith may come across as disingenuous, but they are 
anything but they know exactly what they are doing, and probably 
have a better knowledge of the planning laws than most of us.  
Following a long tradition in the gypsy/travelling community, they 
are ignoring all the planning laws, rules, guides and local opinion.  
They seem to think that all the codes that we have to work to and 
obey, do not apply to them.  I have some sympathy with the family, 
as everyone has to live somewhere, but if they had done this in a 
correct fashion, they would have had a better reception than they 
have done.  It is not the first time that a family of travellers has 
done this in the locality.  They buy land, put a mobile home or 
static caravan on it and then seek to stay there by obfuscation, 
repeatedly submitting slightly different plans, appealing, pleading 
pregnancy, illness or whatever, generally muddying the pools in 
the hope that the local authority will just give up.  That must not 
happen in this case, otherwise a precedent will be set, and the area 
will turn into another Dale Farm.  Mr and Mrs Smith are on a 
lovely site, enjoying a pleasant outlook and long views over the 
valley. When it came up for sale, I enquired about it, but was told 

 



 

that under no circumstances would permission be given for 
residential use, as it is within the Green Belt.  Then along comes 
Mr Smith who pays more than £40k for three acres of ‘agricultural 
land’, pays even more for an excellent brick boundary wall, erects 
the ‘stable block’ that he has permission for, and then puts a mobile 
home and caravan on the site.  With the money he has already 
spent, Mr Smith could have gone a long way to buying a house and 
land suitable for their requirements, off the peg.  Lord knows, there 
are plenty around.  As with the other site, which is on Warmfield 
Lane (which, also by coincidence enjoys long and pleasant views 
and has been occupied with mobile homes and caravans in the 
same manner) residential permission must be denied, and the 
council must stick to its guns.  Apparently, within the gypsy 
community, Wakefield MDC has a reputation for not going all the 
way as far as enforcement is concerned, for financial reasons.  
People in this village, who are born and bred here and have 
businesses here, are having planning permission to expand and 
improve denied to them on seemingly trivial grounds, and to see 
the rules and laws flouted in such a manner is insulting.  In case I 
come across as ‘anti gypsy/traveller’, let me say that I know other 
ex-travelling families in this area, who have done things in the 
right way, who have built lovely bungalows and homes, and who 
work within the community.  It is people like Mr And Mrs Smith 
who give them a bad name. You cannot ride roughshod over people 
and get away with it.  Wakefield MDC must take this case to the 
nth degree and fight it all the way. 
 
John Stead  ,Wakefield      (full address supplied) 
 
 
COMMENT 
I, Ian Thomson, service director for planning at Wakefield Council, 
says: “We are aware of Mr and Mrs Smith’s circumstances and that 
they have taken the decision to occupy the site before getting 
planning permission for residential occupation. This unauthorised 

 



 

occupation of the site has led the council to take initial 
enforcement action by the serving of a temporary stop notice and a 
planning contravention notice against further caravans being 
brought onto the land. We have already taken action against the 
unauthorised building of a bungalow and further action will follow.   
We are taking legal advice and will continue to talk to the land 
owners and their legal representatives. Formal enforcement action 
at this stage cannot be ruled out. The council’s enforcement 
position is not bound by costs.  The planning position with regard 
to gypsy and traveller families is set out in government guidance 
which requires the planning policies and controls are respected by 
all sections of the community. This does not prevent the council 
from taking effective enforcement action where this is justified.  
Human rights issues and race relations legislation ensure that the 
council must act reasonably and with fairness and equity. Any 
retrospective application or enforcement appeals for residential 
occupation of the site will be dealt with on a without prejudice 
basis following our normal procedures, and the community will be 
given the opportunity to make their views known. We wish to 
assure the community everything possible will be done to resolve 
the situation within the legal and planning framework.” 
***************************************************** 
http://www.peterboroughtoday.co.uk/news/politics/politics-
news/werrington_residents_livid_over_return_of_travellers_1_351
0591  
 
Werrington Residents Livid Over the  
Return of Travellers 
by ADAM UREN  
Published on Friday 10 February 2012  
 
FURIOUS residents have expressed their dismay after another 
convoy of travellers moved onto a community car park mere weeks 
after the previous group left.  Councillors, business owners and 
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users of the car park off Staniland Way, Werrington, are angry that 
no action was taken to prevent caravans entering the car park, 
which has a 2.1 metre height restriction.  A group of travellers 
moved onto the car park on January 10, damaging a height 
restriction sign in the process, and when they left, Werrington 
councillor John Fox demanded a more permanent solution be 
found to prevent large vehicles getting onto the site.  City services 
provider Enterprise Peterborough said at the time “measures would 
be taken” to prevent further encroachment. 
 
Cllr Fox, who has been campaigning for a permanent transit site in 
the city to prevent illegal encampments, is fuming after the latest 
development.  He said: “I am absolutely livid.  After the last group 
left I asked for a temporary barrier that could go across the 
entrance, as the existing measures are clearly not sufficient and I 
made that request urgent.  If I was a qualified welder I’d do it 
myself, we just need a bar that stops large vehicles, but with a key 
so emergency vehicles can get through.  I think someone at 
Enterprise or the council needs a good kick up the backside.”  
Peterborough City Council has confirmed that the travellers have 
been served with a seven-day notice to vacate, meaning they will 
have to leave the site by Thursday.  The council could not confirm 
where the travellers have moved from, but locals believe they were 
moved on from an encampment in Reeves Way.  Enterprise 
Peterborough was not available for comment yesterday as its 
officer had not yet had a chance to go and survey the site.  
Residents in the area are unhappy with caravans taking up 
residence in a car park used by parents and children to access the 
nearby William Law Primary School, as well as those using the 
nearby skatepark and bowls club.  There were problems caused by 
the last convoy after a mess was created on the car park, leading to 
Enterprise Peterborough installing a temporary portable toilet on 
the site.  One local business owner, who did not wish to be 
identified, said: “There were police watching them set up the camp 
but they did nothing to stop them. We can’t believe we have to go 

 



 

through this again.” 
***************************************************** 
http://www.yorkshireeveningpost.co.uk/news/latest-news/top-
stories/anger_at_offensive_leeds_traveller_camp_ban_1_4233347  
    Anger at Offensive Leeds Traveller Camp Ban 
                                  by Jonathan Brown  
                      Published on Friday 10 February 2012  
 
A scathing attack on council plans for a permanent legal ban on 
unauthorised traveller camps in part of Leeds has been launched.  
In a letter sent to every councillor in the city, Helen Jones, chief 
executive officer at Leeds Gypsy and Traveller Exchange, labelled 
the idea of an injunction as “offensive”.  The move comes as Leeds 
City Council’s legal team pursue a ban on unauthorised camps in 
parts of Armley, Wortley and Holbeck.  An injunction would mean 
travellers being taken before the court if they set up such camps – 
they could face a fine or prison.   Ms Jones said: “We want to make 
clear our strongest possible objection to this development which 
will effectively criminalise gypsies and Irish travellers of Leeds 
because they are homeless.”   The injunction would be the second 
in Leeds after an area of Burley was protected by the courts last 
year.  It would mean unauthorised camps in the area would 
become a criminal offence.  The sites are currently only subject to 
civil law, with eviction notices lasting just three months, meaning 
groups can circulate different unauthorised sites until eviction 
notices run out.  Ms Jones said: “We are utterly horrified that 
unauthorised encampment in our home town is effectively being 
criminalised prior to authorised choices being available.”  She said 
that it is “not necessary to resort to criminal law” as temporary 
negotiated stopping areas would be a better way to manage the 
traveller population.  Permanent injunctions are now thought to be 
possible as the council are seeking 12 new permanent traveller 
pitches in Leeds with £1million of government funding.  But Ms 
Jones said that even after the council’s new pitches are secured, the 
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need for sites by 2015 is estimated to be for 48 new pitches.  
Unauthorised camps have cost Leeds City Council nearly 
£2million in legal and clean-up costs since 2004.  Ms Jones said 
that placing injunctions on areas of the city will “intensify” 
unauthorised camps elsewhere.   She added: “We are a community, 
we have a shared history and culture.” 
***************************************************** 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-2099564/David-
Camerons-big-fat-silence-gypsies.html?ito=feeds-newsxml  
 
           David Cameron’s Big Fat Silence on Gypsies 
                                    by  Kelvin Mackenzie 
                                          10  Feb  2012  
 
Every so often there comes a moment when you believe a madness 
has gripped our land.  Such a moment came yesterday in the lovely 
county of Sussex.   You may already be aware of the story. Three 
years ago a family of travellers occupied  (they BOUGHT it with 
money, mind you)  a piece of land in East Harting. The occupation 
led to a planning inspector’s inquiry.  Eric Pickles’s local 
government department duly stepped in and ruled that the land was 
agricultural and that the travellers had to get off.  But the travellers 
had more tricks up their sleeve, as usual, and are in the midst of 
appealing to the Supreme Court. They know they will eventually 
lose the case but they don’t care as every week that goes by is 
another week of cheap defiance.   They love giving V-signs to 
people like us. And yesterday they gave us a whopper. The 
travellers bought a new mobile home to replace one of the smaller 
caravans.  Due to its huge size, the police had to escort the truck 
bringing it in. And the cops had to stick leaflets on the law-abiding 
villagers’ cars warning to keep them out of the way.  How 
incredible. We now have such a liberal society that the rights of 
travellers on an illegal site trump those of innocent villagers.  
When is this all going to end?  

 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-2099564/David-Camerons-big-fat-silence-gypsies.html?ito=feeds-newsxml
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-2099564/David-Camerons-big-fat-silence-gypsies.html?ito=feeds-newsxml


 

You hear all kinds of bilge from David Cameron but he hardly ever 
touches on those areas — such as  traveller-related issues — that 
cause most upset in our society.  Is there no way to hurry this 
through the courts so these people know they will have only 
weeks, rather than years, of causing trouble?  Come on Mr 
Cameron, please express your outrage at these kind of actions. Do 
something that shows you are one of us.  Your continuing silence 
indicates that you probably aren’t. 
 
COMMENTS 
'We now have such a liberal society that the rights of travellers on 
an illegal site trump those of innocent villagers.' Some light might 
be shed on travellers rights generally by revisiting what was almost 
the last fling of Labour's 'mad aunt in the attic' (we know who we 
mean) before leaving office. Unfortunately, the Coalition went 
ahead with the relevant legislation almost intact because it would 
have been too messy to unpick it. So, in essence, 'travellers' were 
to be given a priority in such areas as planning because of their 
unusual lifestyle. Yet another little jigsaw piece to fit into Labour's 
legacy of 'achievements' (along with the Human Rights Act).         
- m collins, Leeds, England, 11/2/2012 5:51 
* 
in order to clear traveller sites perhaps we should send in the 
Inland Revenue instead of the police I'm sure the travellers would 
dissapear quicker than the lead off a church roof.    
 - keith, norfolk, 11/2/2012 5:24 
* 
Kelvin you are so right about the travellers , the ordinary people of 
this country are mostly law abiding but these lot just do as they 
please , i just don't understand why politicians are so powerless , 
they seem to turn a blind eye to anything to do with traveller 
lawlessness 
  - derek, Kent, 11/2/2012 02:03 
* 
this goverment is turning a blond eye to lawlessness because its 

 



 

saving them money     - Bob, england, 11/2/2012 5:18 
* 
Why are they called "Travellers" when they don't travell?    
- Gary Langley, Paisley, 11/2/2012  
* 
In the Harborough Mail (covering Market Harborough and 
districts) it was reported that 445,000 GBP had been "put by" by 
this Government to the district of Market Harborough for a gypsy 
site. It worked out to something like 82,000 GBP per pitch, which 
is more than a flat costs in Market Harborough. We are already 
plagued by gypsies in this area - they will quite readily pinch a 
metal gate and anything else available. Braybrook is a little village 
not far from me and the whole population of the village school is 
100% gypsy children. Farmers round here put large lumps of 
concrete at the entrances to their fields to try and stop the gypsies 
getting in, because as we know, it is very difficult to get them out 
again.  
- CLAIR ALLAN, DESBOROUGH, NORTHANTS, 
 UK, 11/2/2012 3:52 
* 
Perhaps David Cameron’s Ideas man ( You know ,the one with a 
mountain bike who dresses like a five year old ) hasnt told him 
what he thinks yet , and so Dave has nothing to say.    
- Billy, Middle England, 11/2/2012 3:36 
* 
Never mind politicians' big fat silence on travellers. When are the 
Sussex police going to arrest their colleagues in the traffic division 
for aiding and abetting a crime? The status of the East Harting site 
may be under appeal, but until there is a ruling it remains illegal to 
develop it. Hurry the travellers through the courts by all means, but 
let's be having the police there first.   
- Turnpike, UK, 11/2/2012 3:27 
* 
Why has nobody got the guts to find out where the gypsies and non 
travelling travellers get their money from? Many members of the 

 



 

general public (me included) have an idea and it isn't by honest 
working.    
- Paul, Norwich, England Once Great Britain, 11/2/2012 3:21 
* 
Dave's big fat silence on gypsies--------------------------David 
Cameron: All top hat and no idea.      
- neoloon, Scotland, 11/2/2012 2:39 
* 
The modern police are obsessed about 'community relations', and 
'community impact', however they sure as heck will now have 
made much friends in those communities. Nothing new sadly, as 
the only 'communities' which get such panderings are those with 
vocal non white faces, of which there are few in rural Sussex.Plus 
ca Change!   - Gary, Glad to be free from the UK, 11/2/2012  
* 
seems to have lost his veto again when it comes to somethign that 
affects ordinary people!   
- nononsenseman, windsor, 11/2/2012 1:59 
 
Why cannot the trespass on land be made criminal, then the police 
can then act. I believe Ireland did this, hence all the so called 
travellers over here. 
- Doug, West Wales, 11/2/2012 1:58    (Author’s Note:  how can 
you trespass on land you OWN?) 
* 
Spot on about the Travellers. And another thing you might 
highlight - the squatters who cause so much misery when they 
move into people's homes - anything done about that? Thought not. 
Cameron & Co. are a joke.  - Gabby, London, 11/2/2012 1:56 
* 
Dave is not in charge anymore, he gives ground to the coalition on 
the smaller things and tries to make the big decisions his alone. - -  
-martin, kent, 11/2/2012 1:49 
* 
If you think this is one of the most important issues troubling 

 



 

British people at the moment, you are seriously off your trolley. 
Yes, It might trouble them. but 'most important' not by a long way  
- John, Newbury, 11/2/2012 1:25 
* 
Respectable, legal sites only allow you to remain parked there for a 
limited number of years before you have to replace your 'home'. 
This frees up a large amount of small but perfectly functional 
homes annually, that just need somewhere to sit. Likewise, as a 
maritime island, we have lots of space for boats to moor up, which 
can also be purchased very cheaply. Why we still enforce 
homelessness, in a land that routinely suffers freezing 
temperatures, is beyond me. The problem from what I can see is 
that it would impinge on the rights and 'culture' of the illegal mob, 
who will seek to stay outside 'the system' no matter what. And it 
will make the taxpayer paid for homeless industry redundant. An 
affordable home should be the right of all, no matter how humble it 
is.  - Trudi, Worcs, 11/2/2012 0:45 
* 
This P M startyed well but is now following the path trod before by 
Blair and others who have no real experience of ordinary people 
outside the public relations and legal profgessions. He does not 
realise that illegal so called travellors sites long with squatters are 
hated by many people along with uncontrolled immigration, 
benefits given to foreign citizens , councils with obscure and 
unnecessary posts and the use of languiages other than English in 
official publications    
- alan douglas, ludlow, shropshire, 11/2/2012 0:22 
* 
Don't pick on Cameron for spouting bilge! Media and ALL 
politicians do enough of it, also!    
- Peter Day, Doncaster, UK, 10/2/2012 22:43 
 
***************************************************** 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2099205/Three-Cornered-
Piece-travellers-site-Villagers-ordered-cars-giant-gypsy-
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caravan.html?ITO=google_news_rss_feed  
 
      Giant gypsy 'caravan' gets police escort through village  
                 to ILLEGAL travellers' site after council  
                     forces residents to move their cars 
 
***Officers with Land Rover and squad car escorted 'abnormally 
large' wide load vehicle to site 
 
***Furious villagers lined the streets and refused to move their 
cars despite police orders 
***Travellers are challenging Government ruling declaring their 
site illegal 
 
                  by ROSIE TAYLOR and DAVID WILKES 
            Last updated at 10:44 PM on 10th February 2012 
 
When the residents of a small village heard a huge static caravan 
was being transported to an illegal travellers’ site, they expected 
the police to take immediate action.  What they didn’t expect were 
notices saying their cars would be towed away if they didn’t move 
them as the caravan was given a police escort through their main 
street.  ‘Any vehicle that is obstructing this movement will be 
towed away at the owner’s expense,’ the signs warned car owners 
in South Harting, West Sussex. 
 
The 15ft by 40ft caravan – thought to have cost up to £20,000 and 
to have two bedrooms – was being delivered to a site which has 
been ruled illegal, but is subject to a planning appeal.  As it slowly 
lumbered through the village yesterday, struggling to negotiate 
narrow bends and pulled by a lorry and escorted by two police 
vehicles, residents stood and watched in disbelief.  David Barnard, 
chairman of the parish council, said: ‘If they are not allowed there, 
isn’t now the time to stop another vehicle going on the site, instead 
of helping it? The concern is once there permission for two 

 



 

caravans, suddenly there will be 22.’  The extra wide load - 
described by police as a 'caravan', by planners as 'a mobile home' - 
is so wide it could not come down a direct route from the main 
east-west A 272 road through West Sussex.  Joe Newton, 47, a 
builder, said: ‘It is an illegal site and the whole thing is incredibly 
hypocritical. It is opening the floodgates to something far bigger 
than a couple of mobile homes.’   Two caravans have occupied 
Three-Cornered Piece, a mile away from South Harting, a beauty 
spot in the South Downs National Park, since 2009 after Travellers 
bought the five-acre site and moved in on a Bank Holiday 
weekend.  A traveller said yesterday: ‘They might as well get used 
to it because we’re going to be there for a long time.’   Notices 
were placed on villagers' car windscreens two days ago reading: 
'Will owners of vehicles please make sure that there (sic) vehicles 
are removed from these roads until after the abnormal load has 
passed, which should hopefully be by 2pm Friday'. The mobile 
home is pictured squeezing past a historic pub, with police in tow. 
 
Two concrete bases for caravans have been laid at the camp. The 
travellers have made a retrospective planning application for them 
and a septic tank, but it has yet to be considered by council 
planners.The caravan is so wide it could not come down a direct 
route from the main east-west route through West Sussex. It was 
escorted by police from Petersfield, five miles away, through South 
Harting’s village square.  A mother of two, who asked not to be 
named, said: ‘It is absolutely outrageous. I live in a Grade II-listed 
house with leaking windows that needs rewiring and new 
plumbing, but when I applied for planning permission it was 
refused. I’ve got two children and no central heating but these guys 
can just move in. It is bang out of order.’     Neil Simpson, 50, said: 
‘When I had a little touring caravan the council came down on me 
like ton of bricks. They told me to take it away so I did, because 
that’s what people like us have to do. There are perhaps two laws 
being applied.’   Official response: A Chichester District Council 
spokesman said they understood residents' concerns about the 

 



 

delivery of the caravan, adding that a planing stop notice will 
prevent more than two mobile homes being erected on the land.  A 
Chichester District Council spokesman said they understood 
residents’ concerns about the delivery of the caravan, adding: ‘We 
have taken action in a number of different ways.  There is a 
planning stop notice which prohibits more than two mobile homes 
and any engineering work on the land. We understand one of the 
mobile homes has been removed.   We have also served an 
enforcement notice requiring the removal of the mobile homes 
from the land, which the owners appealed against. This is now the 
subject of a High Court challenge.’   A police spokesman said: ‘We 
recognise the local sensitivities around this issue. We are playing a 
minor role in the event.’ 
 
COMMENTS  
Here's what other readers have said. Why not add your thoughts, or 
debate this issue live on our message boards.   The comments 
below have been moderated in advance  (I find it interesting that 
the “Big Fat Gypsy Wedding Comments were NOT moderated but 
the planning permit protests are cleaned up…). 
 
I just cannot believe this. So the police now are 'aiding and 
abetting' Would they be so compliant and assist bank robbers in 
their getaway? I would seriously reduce my council tax now and 
deduct the 'police' fee prior to paying. What a disgrace.    
- Tony, Brecon, 11/2/2012 2:27 
* 
Why are these people still called "Travellers" they are obviously 
not planning on "travelling" anywhere! One of them even said 
"They might as well get used to it because we're going to be there 
for a long time"!  - Sharon, Paris, 11/2/2012 2:20 
* 
Appropriately renamed 'Police service' rather than Force (farce). 
Why have they lost the respect of the law abiding citizen? Makes 
you want to cry for the UK we had before New labour changed it 

 



 

forever.    - Vin 'D' ictive, Birmingham UK, 11/2/2012 1:38 
* 
>>> they have done nothing wrong. It is not illegal to site a 
caravan on a field as it is a mobile structure. - bo ptah, isle of 
wight, 10/2/2012 19:18 <<< ################### You are so 
wrong. You obviously don't realise the contradiction between 'site' 
and 'mobile'. Go read a book about Hereditiaments and council tax. 
The siting of the Mobile Home is a Civil Planning matter and 
concerns the police only after a Court Order has been issued for 
eviction. The police are involved in enforcing the Road Traffic 
issue of obstruction of the Queen's highway.   
 - Gwyn, Newport, 11/2/2012 1:05 
* 
Typical police force!!! For anyone who is unemployed out there.... 
If all else fails become a police officer... You don't need any 
credentials... Or so it would seem.... Absolutely ridiculous .....  - 
BEN, UK, 11/2/2012 0:59 
* 
Words fail me!     -  (no name left) Stratford, Hants, 11/2/2012 0:25 
* 
Our pushover police force!   - m andrews, London, 11/2/2012 0:21 
* 
As we all know if policemen had any intelligence they would be 
doing something else.    - André, Peckham, 10/2/2012 11:39 
* 
Oh my goodness! I have only just noticed the THREE spelling 
mistakes!! Absolutely astonishing!!   
- Erialc, Down South, UK, 10/2/2012 11:39 
* 
Silly old me, i thought the police were supposed to uphold the law, 
not help break it. Which idiot allowed this to happen. Will they 
lose their jobs as they have obviously lost their marbles.  - 
Grumpy, Preston, 10/2/2012 11:36 
* 
this is cleary NOT a caravan , its a structure that is perminant , ok 

 



 

you can move it , but with a lot of single storey wood frame 
structures this is true , its at least a chalet , so to all intents a 
purposes this is an abode and it therefore liable for council tax (as 
people who live in prefabs are charged ) and clearly a breach of 
planning permition    - delman666, london, 10/2/2012 11:32 
* 
Only in England. You just couldn't make it up.  - Prodigious 
Talent - UK Born & Bred Taxpayer @31, Right HERE! (I Make 
The BEST Roti EVER!), 10/2/2012 11:31 
* 
@ JANET COOPER, YORK, 10/2/2012 19:10 You hit the nail 
right on the bonce, innit!  - COMFORTABLY NUMB, ON THE 
DARK SIDE OF THE MOON, 10/2/2012 11:29 
* 
take the police to court for commiting an illegal act!   
- rex, droitwich uk, 10/2/2012 11:24 
* 
will the police hold my torch whilst i pick this lock??? Idiots!   
- John W, Guildford, Surrey, 10/2/2012 11:23 
* 
As if BRITAIN could ever be more of a laughing stock of the 
world, this little story comes along!!! Totally and utterly crazy!  - 
Anon Wales, 10/2/2012 11:23 
* 
they have done nothing wrong. It is not illegal to site a caravan on 
a field as it is a mobile structure.    - bo ptah, isle of wight, 
10/2/2012 11:18 
* 
What an absolute joke.   - HappyJack, In the North, 10/2/2012 
11:18 
* 
How dose one define a mobile home? Theoretically you could 
move a two storey house by building a steel structure under it and 
using lifting equipment put on the back of a lorry and transport it 
somewhere else,like this "mobile home".There has to be a legal 

 



 

definition on what is or isn't under planning rules,there are rules 
for everything else for "static homes".  - daniel callon, buenos 
aires argentina, 10/2/2012 11:13 
* 
Pity the spelling and grammar were lacking in accuracy. 
Desperation sets in every time I read notices, letters, blogs, even 
the local papers. There are always spelling errors no matter where 
you look. It's way past time that school teachers were allowed to 
actually TEACH, rather than TELL. Any spelling errors should 
have to be learnt and written out ten times then quoted verbally to 
ensure they have been learnt and not just written or looked up on 
the computer. A dictionary should be an essential piece of school 
equipment!   
- JANET COOPER, YORK, 10/2/2012 11:10 
* 
Must check the date on the calender no its not April 1st 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! These pictures are beyond belief !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!   - 
minnie, midlands, 10/2/2012 11:07 
* 
@ Annie, read the rest of my post before commenting on it.   - 
ghost, Twickenham, 10/2/2012  
* 
i think finally britain has hit the bottom of the pits, what a useless 
government that is in charge  - jb, costa del sol, 10/2/2012 11:03 
* 
Our country must be the laughing stock of the world. We need to a 
Prime Minister with GUTS, A SPINE AND SOME 
INTELLIGENCE.  - Maggie, Cheshire, 10/2/2012 11:03 
* 
PS, I forgot to mention their spelling of FEBRUARY (FEBUARY) 
and TRAVELLING (TRAVELING)!!! It does annoy me and there 
is no excuse for it. 
* 
- Sue, Shropshire, 10/2/2012 11:02   (Author’s Note: Travellers 
intentionally use the extra ‘L’  to set their group apart from the 

 



 

business or vacation travelers)   
* 
What the hell is wrong with this country and its no hoper 
politicians. Come on Cameron WAKE UP and smell the coffee 
before it is too late, it almost is but there is possibly time to do 
something to save us from drowning. Please tell me that that notice 
was NOT an official one because it looks as if it has been printed 
from a note of a reception class student in our local school - 
atrocious spelling.  - disillusioned, somerset, 10/2/2012 11:02 
* 
I would have got all my mates to park their cars up and completely 
block the road.    
- My Dyson's broke again, Bournemouth, UK, 10/2/2012 11:02 
 
Is there no common sense in this world anymore. The country is 
being run by do gooders and cowards.    
- alexander, england, 10/2/2012 11:01 
* 
What a dump of a country..    
planet sociable, some where out there, 10/2/201 
* 
I can't see any wheels on the " travelers' " caravan.   
- wysiwyg, Surrey, 10/2/2012  
* 
Farcical   - Common sense, I hope, Somerset, 10/2/2012 11:00 
* 
That's not a caravan it's a prefab house. If I bought a piece of land 
and stuck one of these on it I would be forced to shift it or have it 
demolished for me by the council.   - Fidget, Nottingham, 
England, 10/2/2012 11:00 
* 
One day there will be a backlash then the world will wonder.  - 
Melville, Newton England, 10/2/2012 11:00 
* 
please tell me i'm dreaming .   

 



 

- Baz Hobbs, Torpoint Cornwall, 10/2/2012 10:52 
* 
Looking at the notice on the vehicle - the police could do with 
some lessons in the English language! It should be 'their vehicles' 
not 'there vehicles'!!! Thanks to CWG (above) Why did it take a 
gentleman from Canada to point this out? Second thoughts - lets 
hope they don't get sent to Canada to study!  
- Jaffer, Bracknell. UK, 10/2/2012 10:51 
* 
How is that a 'caravan'? You must be kidding!  
- Paul, Worthing, England, 10/2/2012 10:45 
* 
That notice did not look very official. I could see 3 mistakes - 
traveling, febuary & there.   
- Realist, Cradley Heath, West Midlands, 10/2/2012 10:44 
* 
So tax payers money goes to helping the travellers to a site that 
could become illegal...waste. Never mind the fact it could be 
illegal they have the gal to have already put the base and a sceptic 
tank in WITHOUT planning permission. Finally when all is said 
and done the tax payer will have to pay to move these people on. 
Another waste of money... I for one have had enough of the short 
sightedness of these kind of things. By allowing them to move 
there the authorities end up costing the many for the few! 
Unbelievable!  - x-man, London, 10/2/2012 10:43 
* 
There are three visible spelling mistakes!!!   
- Rania, London, 10/2/2012 10:42 
* 
so many horrible bigoted people, traveller are so persecuted you 
wouldn't comment if this was a race situation. Eurghh just the 
same. Shame on you. 
- maria, cambridge, 10/2/2012 10:42 
* 
OH! MY! GOD!!! What is WRONG with this country? Seriously, 

 



 

what is going on? It absolutely beggars belief that cars are moved 
and police brought in to escort a caravan to an ILLEGAL site!! 
This is way beyond 'political correctness' and into the land of 
lunacy!   - jaded,, on the edge., 10/2/2012 10:41 
* 
Is there a copper left in England with the common sense they were 
born with? It seems NO!   
- Colin Soames, Broken Britain, 10/2/2012 10:40 
* 
One rule for them, and one for the rest of us.  - linda g, limerick, 
ireland, 10/2/2012 10:35 
* 
What idiot agreed to escort them to an illegal site? Why hasn't the 
site been closed & those living illegally moved on? I hope the local 
residents refuse to pay their council tax - at least the part that goes 
to support the Police! This is a classic case of double standards. Is 
it any wonder that the public dislike the Police more each day! The 
Police are either incompetent or just plain thick, maybe an element 
of both? Sack the officer who signed this one off!   
- SD, Peterborough, 10/2/2012  
* 
What next, burglars to get police escorts at night in case they get 
mugged?  - /g, BRUXELLES, 10/2/2012 10:30 
* 
If I want to do something illegal, can I have a police escort as 
well?? P.S. Sussex police cannot even spell properly (3 mistakes in 
one simple note is ridiculous!) ... are they sure their knowledge of 
the law is any better than that of their mother tongue?   
- Lea, York, 10/2/2012 10:30 
* 
Well more fool the people who didn't move their cars I hope they 
got damaged I mean don't be such children the travellers are going 
to be there regardless of you moving or not moving your cars so 
might as well just moved them instead now looking like an baby 
throwing their toys out the pram - BB, Hampshire, 10/2/2012  

 



 

* 
The State war on the law-abiding public continues.   - Try this at 
home, London, 10/2/2012 10:24 
* 
'there' instead of 'their', 'traveling' instead of 'travelling' ...madness 
and bad grammar  - sue, Wales, 10/2/2012 10:23 
* 
West Sussex Police - get your act together! You can't even spell! 
Disgusting that they won't come and help a genuine victim but will 
move heaven and earth for the 'gypsies'   
- outthere, uk dump, 10/2/2012 10:23 
* 
The police have obviously been told that what the travellers want, 
the travellers get. It's one law for the rest of us and they can do 
whatever they like. No surprise there then. I note that car owners 
who don't shift their cars get a fine, yet travellers get an escort to 
facilitate their law breaking. The bottom line is that the police are 
frightened of the travellers, that is why they get preferential 
treatment.  - Ellie, Leicestershire, 10/2/2012 10:22 
* 
The lunatics have finally took over the asylum. Not only is the site 
illegal but they get a police escort to put another caravan on it. 
Can't wait to the court case and they lose because of today's actions 
by the authorities. - Jocky, Notts, 10/2/2012 10:20 
* 
This would be funny if it wasnt so awful.  
Eileen, Gloucestershire , 10/2/2012 10:20 
* 
The Lunatics have taken over the Asylum. Will the last Brit leaving 
please close the door.     - Jan, London, 10/2/2012 10:18 
* 
Take a look at the note left on the windshield. Does anyone else 
notice the spelling error?  
Why am I not surprised by this?  
- CWG, Brampton, Ontario, Canada  .................................   

 



 

* 
Two mistakes I see! Traveling with one 'L' is the American spelling 
and of course 'there' should be 'their'  - Grant, Cambridge, 
10/2/2012 10:17 
* 
I am absolutely gobsmacked... One rule for them, another for law 
abiding citizens! I have seen it all now :0(                
- Erialc, Down South, UK, 10/2/2012 10:11 
* 
A VERY MOBILE caravan for "traveller" If I lived in the village I 
would have parked across the road and encouraged all the other 
residents to do the same. I would have made sure the local chief 
constable was there to see it too.    
- liz, Florida, ex UK, 10/2/2012 10:10 
* 
Who is responsible for the wording on the notices slapped on the 
cars, they really need to take some time out and get back to school, 
one mistake I can forgive but more than that is inexcusable......!      
- Snoopy, Barnsley, S.Yorks, 10/2/2012 10:08 
* 
That is NOT a caravan,It's a mobile home,as such it requires 
planning permission.  - Mike, Harlow.Essex., 10/2/2012 10:02 
* 
@  ghost, Twickenham, 10/2/2012 17:36 ----- quote: If the site was 
illegal the police would have a power to put a stop to it.------ ghost 
you are wrong, if the site was illegal the police have no powers as 
it is a civil matter. Until the law is changed making it a criminal 
offence to illegally occupy land/house/ or whatever the police will 
not be involved.    - Annie, Basildon, 10/2/2012  
* 
Sussex Police say: 'At the moment, this is not an illegal site. The 
court case is pending.-------------------------The mind boggles ! If 
the court case is pending, here's a novel idea, why not WAIT for 
the outcome of the case? What's the betting if it turns out the site is 
illegal, I'll put my house (and everything i own) on it, that the 

 



 

police will help them relocate elsewhere at you know whose 
expense. <*Shakes head, not in a surprised way, but in total 
disbelief*>      Steve M, Dulwich, SE London, 10/2/2012 9:57 
* 
ARGH!! i could never build a conservatory on my house house 
without planning permission how can these people live here? ONE 
RULE FOR THEM AND ONE FOR US    - Passionate F1 fan 
who has been screwed, london, 10/2/2012 9:56 
* 
And the police wonder why the law-abiding public are turning 
against them.  - Tony, Wimbledon, 10/2/2012 9:55 
* 
disgrace!!!!!!! The law applies to everyone. I despair for the future. 
God help us all, especially law abiding UK citizens. Im a UK 
citizen...Get me out of here!!!!!   - Flo, Washington, 10/2/2012  
* 
If I needed to move something large would the police help me?   
- Kay, Garden of England, 10/2/2012 9:48 
* 
The police have got a job to do and it isn't getting involved in civil 
land matters. Since when did the Police enforce boundary issues 
etc? Get a grip. They are damned if they do damned if they don't.... 
Do you think they wanted to help or duty bound to do so - there is 
a massive difference.  - pugmad, England, 10/2/2012  
* 
PETER OF BIRMINGHAM. I think you will find that the Police 
have to follow the law of the land, and the site is not yet Ilegal? Its 
about to be...big difference? - ali, N Lincs, 10/2/2012 9:48 
* 
More of my tax money being wasted, would they do the same for 
me!!   - JENNIE, NORTHAMPTON, 10/2/2012 9:46 
* 
My question is...... Who paid for the police presence?    
- Colin, The Real World. (Wigan), 10/2/2012 9:46 
* 

 



 

Take a look at the note left on the windshield. Does anyone else 
notice the spelling error? Why am I not surprised by this?   - 
CWG, Brampton, Ontario, Canada, 10/2/2012 9:44 
* 
If one puts a house in an area and decides to stay , legally i may 
add then does that not make you a resident of an area and not a 
"traveller". The orginal gypsy folk would appear and camp for a 
few days and then clean up and move on , these modern day 
travellers give those people a bad name. The council's of this land 
of ours have to provide a suitable place for travellers, and many do. 
So why do they insist on settling in area's not allowed for such 
purpose. In a society we have to provide for many things but to do 
so we need to put money into this via taxes, v.a.t. and such like. 
However I don't think, and somebody please correct me if i am 
wrong these modern travellers don't pay anything like this but then 
demand the services they don't pay for. " you don't get now't for 
free" is the saying.  - tim lofthouse, leeds england, 10/2/2012 9:42 
* 
Is it just me or is anyone else just totally by confused by all 
this...why is it being allowed to happen when its illegal??? What a 
joke.  - Jo, Kent, 10/2/2012 9:42 
* 
Great way to spend tax payers money. What is this country coming 
to? No wonder we are in the state we are!   
- sarah p, here, there and everywhere!, 10/2/2012 9:41 
* 
Stupiditity and PC gone mad!    
- DB1, Nottingham ENGLAND, 10/2/2012 9:41 
* 
Are you people really stupid enough to believe this is the fault of 
the police? Seriously? The problems run a lot deeper than this. If 
the site was illegal the police would have a power to put a stop to 
it. Sadly because of all you left wing nuts who are paranoid of a 
'police state' there is no power to do anything and the law has to 
made or changed before the police can enforce any such rulings. If 

 



 

they did stop the travellers you would be up in arms shouting and 
screaming at their 'unlawful' behaviour. just hit the red arrows and 
carry on blaming the easy target rather than confronting the truth.    
- ghost, Twickenham, 10/2/2012 9:36 
* 
The police have broken the law, as well as being illiterate. The 
council has been grossly inefficient. Who is going to bring these 
idiots to account?  - Frank, Cumbria, 10/2/2012 9:36 
* 
ah must remember not to go to n doe for a caravan  - pete the 
painter, leicester, 10/2/2012 9:35 
* 
This was paid for with our hard earned income tax............this 
police force are now a laughing stock and the individuals taking 
the decisions need to be named and shamed!.......... I thought the 
name travellers meant they liked to travel around and not stay put 
in one place...........that is no travelling caravan and they need to be 
paying their council tax and income taxes the same as the rest of 
us!  - no mother earth, cambridgeshire, 10/2/2012 9:34 
* 
And there is worst to come, because this is ENGLAND 2012, 
where the law abiding follow the law and the rest are helped to 
break the law by the law. It can only happen here.    
- jo, Surrey, 10/2/2012 9:33 
* 
How much would that caravan have cost? It's pretty impressive. 
Anyway, who's looking forward to the next series of My Big Fat 
Gypsy Wedding?  - MadameM, Surrey, UK, 10/2/2012 9:33 
* 
So these coppers....salaries paid for by the likes of you and 
me...Are now AIDING AND ABETTING criminals !!!!! helping 
these people to commit an illegal action........P>S> do we have any 
one of our so called M.P's to comment on this..... 
- jane, East yorks, 10/2/2012 9:32 
* 

 



 

Whoever sanctioned this waste of taxpayers' money ? That 
individual is now the odds on favourite for an award. The village 
idiot of the year......I bet the residents of South Harting would love 
to know the name of the culprit........The Police should also require 
all applicants wishing to join, to provide formal qualifications. Just 
an understanding of basic English would be a start. An officer 
joining the Armed Forces is required to present formal 
qualifications. Why should we not expect the same high standards 
from a police officer ?  - Paul M, Hartlepool, 10/2/2012 9:32 
* 
That is simply not a mobile home!!!!!!   
- Cherry, England, 10/2/2012 9:31 
* 
if even local constabulary cannot spell 'travelling' correctly, then i 
fail to see why the rest of us should obey basic spelling laws. - 
jane, ex-pat, ottawa, canada, 10/2/2012 16:12 
* 
----------------------- They can't spell February either!   
- wxman, Exeter, 10/2/2012 9:31 
* 
Notice in the windshield Will the owners of vehicles please make 
sure that "there" vehicles are removed from. Whomever wrote that 
message needs to go back to school for the correct usage of the 
word "there" and their". Thanks for cheering me up! I loathe bad 
spelling and it seems lots of other people do too. X   
- MadameM, Surrey, UK, 10/2/2012 9:30 
* 
"Sussex Police, who escorted the load with a police Land Rover 
and squad car, said: 'At the moment, this is not an illegal site. The 
court case is pending. We’re blind to the wider sensitivities of the 
case." I've got news for these thick plods. This is not a mobile 
home or a caravan. It is a prefabricated house, to be installed on a 
permanent concrete plinth. To do so without planning permission is 
illegal under any circumstances. If the police are too stupid to 
understand the law, they should consult a lawyer who will explain 

 



 

it to them in simple terms.    - BK, Edinburgh, 10/2/2012 9:28 
* 
You know, if the comments on this site are representative of a 
general groundswell feeling of amazement, disgust, astonishment 
and disbelief, when is somebody in authority going to do the right 
thing for Middle England? We pay the taxes, go to work, don't 
claim benefits but don't seem to have any representation or voice. 
Please Mr. Cameron, start looking after the people funding this 
once great country that my dear old Dad fought for!  
- Markarmada, Southampton, England, 10/2/2012 9:27 
* 
Too funny. .The message this sends is-if you don't like the law just 
pretend it isn't there and carry on.    
- Ray, Leeds.UK, 10/2/2012 9:26 
* 
@Jane and they used the wrong "there"..... should have been 
"their"......  - Tom, Kent, 10/2/2012  
* 
 
There has to be a strong suspicion that the notices placed on the 
cars are forged.  - Kevin, Leicester, 10/2/2012 9:25 
* 
As always some are more equal than others.   
- Mark, Bingham, 10/2/2012 9:24 
* 
Will the police help me with a burglary? I don't need the tools I 
have my own, but if they could kick the front door in for me, that 
would be of assistance. - Toto Kubwa, Cyprus, 10/2/2012  
* 
We now know who the PO LICE support don't we !!!!!!!   
- Reclaim the Country, British Isles, 10/2/2012 9:21 
* 
We never learn do we? We are run by a bunch of muppets.   
- MN, London, 10/2/2012 9:21 
* 

 



 

you couldn't make it up!! why am I a law abiding citizen   
- hash, beds, 10/2/2012  
* 
There are two spelling mistakes in the visible portion of the 'note'. 
Is this an indication of the level of education of today's police 
officers?  - Andrew, Bournemouth, 10/2/2012 9:21 
* 
Duh,duh,duh,duh, police farce.  - Ron., London., 10/2/2012 9:20 
* 
Police frightened as usual of the Law abiding Travellers   
- Fedup, Manchaster, 10/2/2012 9:20 
* 
Police might want to check the spelling on THEIR notes.  - 
Andrew , Anonymous, 10/2/2012  
* 
Police chiefs are very insistent that they alone must be allowed to 
decide the priorities in the use of financial and other resources - 
acknowledging that they are inevitably always insufficient. The 
DM should ask the local Chief Con precisely how this takes 
priority over solving or, even better, preventing crimes. This story 
is the best evidence yet that police priorities bear no resemblance 
to the wishes of the citizenry, and that these decisions should no 
longer be taken by the Police but by a democratic body.  - 
Fitzmichael, Aintree, UK, 10/2/2012 9:18 
* 
Are we sure the police wrote these notices and they are not 
forgeries produced by semi-literate travellers . Surely our qualified 
and trained police have been taught to spell correctly and would 
not have made such basic spelling mistakes.  
- outraged, croydon, 10/2/2012 9:18 
* 
Hint: it is in the police notice on the windscreen.....     
- Schnuffi, Alpine Village in the Heart of Europe, 10/2/2012 9:17 
* 
Typical of dozy Sussex Police! They are not blind to the wider 

 



 

issues in the case they are just blind to the rights of the law abiding 
residents in West Sussex. How can they allow a building to be 
taken to a site where the status of the land is contested. Surely they 
should have refused it passage until the court case had been settled. 
Did the dozy plods not think to check that first? How can they 
assist people who are breaking the law - civil or criminal - and yet 
the legally parked cars of law abiding residents they threaten to 
tow away?  - Rob, UK, 10/2/2012 9:17 
* 
That means the police are aiding and abetting a number of crimes, 
building without a permit ie: one concrete slab, and moving a 
dwelling onto land which has been zoned as agricultural. Perhaps 
the village should get together and bring charges. Since lie-bour 
and their cancerous corruption got into the police they have their 
own set of laws the first it seems is to be of assistance to any crime 
being committed and give as many law abiding people a hard time 
as they can. - An Englishwoman, Newcastle UK/Tampa 
* 
 ================================= The police aren't 
there to act as judge and jury for matters and laws that don't pertain 
to them. They are there to keep the peace and ensure safe passage 
of the load...nothing more and nothing less. Learn your laws and 
what the role of the police and courts are, please, before spouting 
off.      - Derek, Dundee, Scotland, 10/2/2012 9:17 
* 
The villagers should have got together and refused to move.   
- John H, Balloch Scotland, 10/2/2012 9:17 
* 
As always some are more equal than others.    
- Mark, Bingham, 10/2/2012 9:16 
* 
We are all in it together...............................................They are.  - 
William, Sussex, 10/2/2012  
* 
The police are as stupid as our government.   

 



 

- ND, swanwick , Derby., 10/2/2012  
* 
Oh no, is it Aprils fools day already. Every single day in this 
country is like a bad dream. It feels to me, sometimes the powers 
that be are trying to push us to see far how far they can go before 
we all take to the streets.   
- wiseman, Chelmsford, Essex, 10/2/2012 9:11 
* 
who is paying for all this ? us the tax payers of course.   
- ernie, belfast, 10/2/2012  
* 
omg...this is just incredible! can one credit it! I think the police 
should be reported to DPS for aiding and abetting a crime and 
presecuted   - robinc, guildford, 10/2/2012 9:11 
* 
Now we have the police HELPING with an illegal caravan SAINT 
PRESERVE US!!!!!       
- The parasites are in Westminster, Bath, 10/2/2012 9:10 
* 
Do Government, councils and police not communicate with each 
other. Utter madness at the taxpayers expense   
- angelina, Somewhere out there, 10/2/2012  
* 
Just look at that hideous thing, taken to be plonked on a huge slab 
of concrete.  - Ben, London, 10/2/2012 9:07 
* 
Pretty much the same as the gas, electricity and water companies 
connecting up the homes on these illegal sites.   
- Sarah, The forgotten land, 10/2/2012 9:05 
* 
So if you move you car to allow passage, is this not aiding and 
abetting the carrying out of an illegal act !!!!..What a hole the 
country is becoming.    
- Dan away from la xxxxx, Brittany, 10/2/2012 9:04 
* 

 



 

Aided and abetted by the nupty plod. The UK at its finest hour. 
Hold your head in your hands and weep. - duncaring, The zoo that 
was a civilised country, 10/2/2012 15:23 
* 
 /////////////////////////////////////////////////// I am doing that right now 
duncaring. im weeping alright. This behaviour is beyond 
disgraceful.  - Kareen, sheffield, uk, 10/2/2012 9:03 
* 
COMPLETE AND UTTER MADNESS !!.But then what do you 
expect in BROKEN BRITAIN ???.So whatcha going to do about it 
"DAVE",sweet nothing as usual I suppose ??.       
- johnB, Bristol UK, 10/2/2012 9:02 
* 
Right Theresa May, time to get on the slap and those kitten heels, 
then go sort this one out - as fast as you can. These are your police 
who should be doing your bidding, but they seem to have got a tad 
lost somehow. Go sort 'em out Lady.  - Mo, Leeds, 10/2/2012 9:02 
* 
How stupid is this country? Surely the Police are breaking the Law 
in assisting the travellers to break the Law? I just don't know why I 
bother to obey the law, or pay my taxes, or even live at all.   - 
mikiemike, manchester, 10/2/2012 9:01 
* 
The ENGLISH police are breaking the law by assisting an illegal 
placement of the building / caravan in a place that is an illegal site. 
I hope the council prosecute the police fore aiding and abetting.  - 
brian, Gaga land, 10/2/2012 9:00 
* 
Having camps for travellers is defensible if they actually, you 
know, "travel". This isn't a caravan - it's a prefabricated building. 
It's not travelling anywhere. - Sam, Chicago, USA, 10/2/2012 8:57 
* 
It's a joke, isn't it. But a very sick one. Is England still a safe place 
for ordinary people? Or is it Armaggedon in England?     
- engtec, Neuss Germany, 10/2/2012  

 



 

* 
As usual in Silly Britain - tons of law & no justice.   
- Campbell, Oxford, 10/2/2012  
* 
The police say "its not an illegal site yet" but its also not a legal 
site just another form of squatting but with police cooperation . 
When is the law of this land going to return to defending the rights 
of the innocent and law abiding, we are getting a bit fed up with 
one week a display of thuggish behaviour and now actively 
assisting in illegal siting of static caravans on a not yet legal site, 
shame on them.   - steve, walsall, 10/2/2012 8:55 
* 
When will this insanity ever end?    
- John Preston, Stoke on Trent, 10/2/2012 8:54 
* 
How can they possibly be 'Traveller's' if the Police need to escort 
this empty wide load to an illegal site?    
- Mateus, Cheshire, 10/2/2012 8:54 
* 
I just don't understand why it is allowed that they can move onto a 
site that (although has been deemed illegal) is under appeal at the 
very best! Until the appeal process is completed, NOTHING 
should go anywhere near the site.   
- Jobsworth, Nottingham, 10/2/2012 8:53 
* 
I am offended by the fact that this artcle refers to travellers. In fact 
they are an ethnic group and as such deserve a capital 'T'. That is 
all.  - Jer, London, 10/2/2012  
* 
I thought caravans had wheels! Looks more like a prefab my 
grandma lived in after the war. It stayed in use until 1976.   - 
Tricia, essex UK, 10/2/2012 8:52 
* 
Where is the brain cell when its needed?   
- R W Paul, Countesthorpe Leicestershire, 10/2/2012  

 



 

* 
Mental!! It will cost Â£millions to remove it.   
- geraint, Merthyr, 10/2/2012 8:49 
* 
If anyone really cares about this country (and yes this includes you 
Dave), WAKE UP !!! just what will it take for people to see we are 
sliding in 1 direction,we need to scrap this EU marlarky, kick it 
into touch and get law and order back in this country. i am so sick 
of this government being nice to jobsworths in the EU. i didnt vote 
conservative to listen to all this codswollop we are being fed, i 
really dont think it matters who you vote for anymore they are all 
puppets. WAKE UP NOW !!!!     
- fran banks, essex UK, 10/2/2012 8:49 
* 
This country gets worse   
- evelyn, Tavistock, Devon, 10/2/2012 8:48 
* 
So they couldn't take it down an A road but they could get it 
through a tiny village with narrow winding roads?! OK then.    
- Kate, Manchester, 10/2/2012 8:48 
* 
Maybe all of the local residents should park their cars on the Illegal 
site and block all of the entrances. If the council doesn't have the 
power to move the caravans then how can anyone move the cars? 
GRIDLOCK!  - Mateus, Cheshire, 10/2/2012 8:47 
* 
Yet more money for the lawyers I suppose.   
- Jake, Norwich, 10/2/2012 8:47 
* 
I thought this was a spoof, but it is obviously not. You could not 
make this up. Another case of those whom the gods wishg to 
destroy, they first make mad. There are signs of this madness all 
over this blighted nation, cultural destruction is bound to follow.    
- Dis gruntled, Middle England, 10/2/2012 8:47 
* 

 



 

This confirms to me that common sense has well and truly left our 
shores.  - MH, Amersham, 10/2/2012 8:46 
* 
The police have been beaten into submission by the PC brigade 
over recent years and are terrified of upsetting them to the point of 
the ridiculous, to be an effective force again they must regain the 
respect they once had.  - Bing, uk, 10/2/2012 8:45 
* 
All the village get together stop paying your Council Tax ....What 
can they do.... - wind  in the willows, 10/2/2012 8:45 
* 
You can rely on the police at all levels of command to provide the 
ultimate village idiot .....Sussex police certaiy has a huge number 
of idiots at the more senior levels. We pay our taxes for these fools 
to make such decisions...  - Paul M, Hartlepool, 10/2/2012 8:45 
* 
Cannot see any cars "blocking the way", so the villagers although 
angry, let the action continue. If they felt strongly they should have 
all blocked the road and and made it impassable. It seems they can 
talk to the press but will not leap into action.    
- Mark, London, UK, 10/2/2012 8:45 
* 
Absolutely unbelieveable .... so the taxpaying population are being 
discriminated against for having to follow planning laws while ..... 
It just beggars belief! - Dee, Midlands , 10/2/2012 8:44 
* 
Fair play to the people of south harting for making a standing  - 
Legend20, Ireland, 10/2/2012  
* 
You couldn't make it up; really, you couldn't. Idiotic England!   - 
Chris, Cambs, UK, 10/2/2012  
* 
One law for some; another law for the rest. How long will it be 
tolerated?   - cath, France, 10/2/2012 8:41 
* 

 



 

I can just see Victor Meldrew in one of the houses and he's saying 
"I don't believe it".     - Alf Hart, down there, 10/2/2012 8:40 
* 
Are we completely mad in this Country. We have just paid 
thousands out to get rid of Dale Farm. He we are with the police 
escorting them now.  - wind in the willows, 10/2/2012 8:40 
* 
Try building a house on an illegal site and you have no 
chance....DECIDE TO STICK A CARAVAN THE SIZE OF 
AHOUSE ON THE SITE AND THE PLOD WILL GIVE YOU 
GET A HAND FROM THE PLOD...   
- jimjustice, somerset, 10/2/2012 8:40 
* 
Surely this makes the police now complicit in perpetuating an 
illegal act. Let shope someone reports them to Crimestoppers. - 
gardeb, Newbury, 10/2/2012 8:40 
* 
So now the police are aiding and abetting illegal activities? Why 
am I not surprised?    - Mute Requiem, England, 10/2/2012 8:40 
* 
When the Police get bored with harassing motorists for revenue, 
they seem more intent on upholding the government's politically 
correct agenda than combating crime   
- Martin Daykin, Dymock, Gloucestershire, 10/2/2012 8:39 
* 
Please tell me the Travellers are paying their own court costs . And 
what about the cost of police time and escort for their house-move? 
Just asking !.  - Lizzie, London, 10/2/2012 8:38 
* 
a mobile home......erm thats clearly not that mobile is it?  - 
Jobsworth, Nottingham, 10/2/2012  
* 
Typical of the 'Plods', they are no different to anywhere in the 
country, seems they simply will not face up to the so called 
'Travellers'. This would not be allowed to happen anywhere else in 

 



 

Europe. Once again we become a laughing stock for the police's 
ineptness where these people are concerned.   
- Pip Waller, North Yorkshire, 10/2/2012 8:36 
* 
Why headline "Caravan" when later you say it is a mobile home ? 
This is incorrect also....it's called A STATIC !!!!!!!!    
- Pedro in Espagne, Spain, 10/2/2012 8:36 
* 
Great news! I wonder how long until the police help drug 
smugglers hide their heroin or provide the shovel for murders to 
bury their bodies! Unbelievable!!!!!!!!  
- El, Aberdeen,UK, 10/2/2012  
* 
Do we pay for these clowns, pass my sick bucket again   
- will, gillingham, 10/2/2012 8:35 
* 
Sack ALL the useless graduate parasites from the police - its ranks 
are now stuffed with sociology graduates in positions of 
(ir)responsibility - and don't allow any promotion until a copper's 
done at least five years on the beat. Oh, vote UKIP and never vote 
Labour or Lib Dem.  - Eric Murphy, London, UK, 10/2/2012 8:34 
* 
Why are they called Travellers when all they seem to want is to 
settle on land they're not supposed to?   
- Despairing, Devon, 10/2/2012 8:33 
* 
Have the authorities in the UK gone absolutely stark raving mad 
???. The DM might be known as the whingers chronicle but this 
kind of stupidity serves only to feed it.      
- brian, malaga, 10/2/2012 8:32 
* 
Technically, this police force is now an accessory to an offence and 
should be duly prosecuted.  - Dave North, Wick, 10/2/2012 8:32 
* 
The lunatics really are in charge of this asylum! 

 



 

- William, Ferndown, Dorset, UK., 10/2/2012 
* 
Bit big for a 'traveller' isn't it?   
- Richard, Brighton, 10/2/2012 8:29 
 
What would Jesus do? He would be appalled by the way these 
travellers are treated and would probably live amongst them to 
make a point. In years we will look back and question why these 
people have been treated the way they are.   
- Old tim, London, 10/2/2012 8:25 
* 
The police have finally lost the plot.    
- Buzz Cagney, Swindon, Wilts, 10/2/2012  
* 
How can these "Travellers" enlist the services of the Police? - 
observer, the clouds, 10/2/2012  
* 
LOL...SOFT TOUCH Britain  - Gypsy, Peterlee, 10/2/2012 8:21 
* 
If the police tow their cars for refusing to move them, theyre 
entitled to press charges for theft. A police notice is for emergency 
routes and I'm seriously doubting that the delivery of a bungalow 
could be classed as emergency. As long as fire and ambulance 
vehicles can pass safely, nobody is breaking the law.   
- Chris, Warrington, UK, 10/2/2012 8:21 
* 
You have to laugh, if not you get angry and bitter! You really 
couldn't make it up, the police aiding an illegal operation! 
Hahaha!! I wonder if the police will give me a ride to do a bank 
job!?  - Grant, Cambridge, 10/2/2012 8:21 
* 
I live just down the road from this "travellers" site and have driven 
past it regularly and did not even realise it was a travellers site! 
There are two static caravans siting in a screened off area in a field 
with a new hedge planted. It is a clean and tidy site that if you saw 

 



 

it yourselves would just think 'O someone lives in a static caravan 
there' and not consider it again. This is a completely unfair article.  
- Sami, Petersfield, 10/2/2012 8:19 
* 
Only in England!     - John of Brey, UK, 10/2/2012 8:14 
* 
the last one please turn the lights off   
- Grumpy, WhiteHall, 10/2/2012 8:13 
* 
this could only happen in our once great crazy country   
- ken haslam, wigan, 10/2/2012 8:13 
* 
if even local constabulary cannot spell 'travelling' correctly, then i 
fail to see why the rest of us should obey basic spelling laws.  - 
jane, ex-pat, ottawa, canada, 10/2/2012 8:12 
* 
That means the police are aiding and abetting a number of crimes, 
building without a permit ie: one concrete slab, and moving a 
dwelling onto land which has been zoned as agricultural. Perhaps 
the village should get together and bring charges. Since lie-bour 
and their cancerous corruption got into the police they have their 
own set of laws the first it seems is to be of assistance to any crime 
being committed and give as many law abiding people a hard time 
as they can.  
- An Englishwoman, Newcastle UK/Tampa FL, 10/2/2012 8:11 
* 
Brilliant just brilliant. By the way im planning a bank robbery, any 
chance i can broow a get away car!! ************ they aint 
called **** for nothing!!!! - Ash, leeds, 10/2/2012 8:11 
* 
Why is this being allowed to happen?? AND WHO THE HELL IS 
GOING TO STOP IT???????    
- SUZY XYZ, KENT, 10/2/2012 8:10 
* 
Amazing isnt it, legal tax paying citizens are threatend by The 

 



 

Police who's wages are paid for by those same legal tax paying 
citizens whilst the illegal law breaking individuals use the police as 
private security guards and who dont appear to pay any up keep to 
this country and yet they get treated like royalty.   
- A Tax Payer, England, Their England, 10/2/2012 8:10 
* 
Everything in this country that we do seems now back to front.  - 
mh, hants, 10/2/2012 8:09 
* 
Ahh, leave the travellers alone!! Travellers are funny lol They will 
contribute to the culture of the town in a nice, bright way. Have the 
villagers even approuched the Travellers and offered them a cup of 
tea and a chat? Maybe if both Villagers and Travellers sit down and 
talk over the problems at hand a solution will be reached which 
will benefit BOTH villagers and travellers. But without a doubt, 
the abuse that is targetted at the travellers stems from racism. - 
Ryan, Ireland, 10/2/2012 13:57 
* 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>Ah. Now remind me why Ireland 
kicked them all out, please ...?     
- Bemused, West Sussex, 10/2/2012 8:08 
* 
"there vehicles" ... Ha! Do they let anyone in the police force these 
days?   - ash90, Manchester, UK, 10/2/2012 8:08 
* 
david dont be silly .inland revenue like the rest are frightened of 
these people..   - little bit of england that still is …beverley east 
yorkshire, 10/2/2012 8:07 
* 
this could only happen in our once great crazy country  
- ken haslam, wigan, 10/2/2012 8:07 
* 
I can't imagine that the haulage company will much work in the 
county in the future!   - homer, Springfield, 10/2/2012 15:36  
* 

 



 

Exactly. This is a brilliant idea. Hound the haulage company with 
negative publicity so that they refuse to take the load. - Steve 
Naive & the Playboys, On the end of a cable, 10/2/2012 8:06 
* 
Straight in with the council tax bill, HMRC, water, gas, electricity 
standing charges...... It will be going the other way tomorrow ! - 
JezP, Leicester, 10/2/2012  
* 
Ahh, leave the travellers alone!! Travellers are funny lol They will 
contribute to the culture of the town in a nice, bright way. Have the 
villagers even approuched the Travellers and offered them a cup of 
tea and a chat? Maybe if both Villagers and Travellers sit down and 
talk over the problems at hand a solution will be reached which 
will benefit BOTH villagers and travellers. But without a doubt, 
the abuse that is targetted at the travellers stems from racism.  - 
Ryan, Ireland, 10/2/2012 13:57  
* 
-LET THEM LIVE NEXT DOOR TO YOU THEN. - ...,  
essex, 10/2/2012 8:05 
* 
Dont you just love it!!!!!!! sooooo glad I dont live in the UK 
anymore............................ 
- Garden of Paradise, Somewhere in France, 10/2/2012 8:03 
* 
I am sure that caravan would make a nice bonfire   
- Keyboard Kowboy, Edge of reality and reason, 10/2/2012 8:01 
* 
WHAT? Who is it in government that is ALLOWING this to 
continue? Are they really powerless to stop it? Really? I despair. 
There is no point to life in a country that does not protect in any 
minimal way, the rights of legality.   
- Bob Baillie, Hedge End, UK, 10/2/2012 8:00 
* 
Police escorting a mobile caravan to an illegal 
site....................WHAT!!!!!!!!!   - Mrs. B, G.B, 10/2/2012 8:00 

 



 

* 
What is wrong with the officials in this country!! No doubt this has 
cost the tax payer a fortune and then we can spend more money 
trying to evict them all. Some people should be given their P45's!! 
- Tara, Reading UK, 10/2/2012 8:00 
* 
I understood that a lot, if not most of these traveller people were 
from an irish background - but come here as the laws in Ireland 
don't allow them to do what our pathetic government seems more 
than hapy to accomodate. 'Grow some' Mr Cameron and sort this 
rubbish out - or clear off and let a proper leader take control. Vive 
la Revolution!    
- You just couldn't make this rubbish up - could you!?!?!, UK, 
10/2/2012 7:59 
* 
When read the comments here, it conjures up a picture. The 
government is the Farmer, the police are the sheep dog, and you lot 
are the sheep.  - DAT, Ipswich UK, 10/2/2012 7:59 
* 
Simple answer. The Police throughout the UK not only have 
contempt for the law-abiding, but they are scared of Travellers.   - 
Paul, Mk, Bucks, 10/2/2012 7:56 
* 
As a Yank, I would deem the notice placed on cars by Police, to be 
invalid since it was improperly worded. "...please make sure that 
THERE vehicles are removed..." This is clearly not a typo as the 
incorrect word is used twice. I would think the Police to be more 
intelligent - hence the note was a fake. :-)   
- Miss Understood, Middle of Nowhere, USA, 10/2/2012 7:54 
* 
A police force that can't even spell "their" correctly. Some idiot 
writes it, then another idiot checks it and finally all the remaining 
idiots post them on owners cars.    
- Surreymac, Surbiton, 10/2/2012 7:50 
* 

 



 

ONLY IN BRITAIN COULD THIS HAPPEN. I EXPECT IT 
CAME FRON IRELAND WHERE IT WOULD BE BANNED.  - 
English & Proud , Evesham England, 10/2/2012 7:49 
* 
If that isn't a permanent house what is?   
- Peter H, York, 10/2/2012 7:48 
* 
Red carpet treatment... just another day in socialist Britain...  - 
paevo, USA, 10/2/2012 7:47 
* 
Anyone got an invite to the housewarming?   
- Catherine, London, 10/2/2012 7:47 
* 
This country is mental!   - simon, uk, 10/2/2012 7:46 
* 
 
ONLY IN ENGLAND!   - Snowy, Britain, 10/2/2012 7:46 
* 
All paid for with our money, disgusting.   
- James, UK, 10/2/2012 7:45 
* 
Surely these ridiculous laws that allow this kind of farce to happen 
needs to be changed and quick. I lived in Portugal for a while and 
when travellers tried to invade a piece of land the police would be 
there within hours and would clear them out so quickly. What was 
more telling was the fact that they did not argue or resist just move 
on as they knew it was a lost battle. Why do we pander to this lot 
and the huge cost to us is not justifiable it is mental.   
- Milly, Sussex, 10/2/2012  
* 
The Daily Mail does love its 'folk devils'; thank you Stan Cohen. 
Lol.   - Matt, London, 10/2/2012 7:44 
* 
I hope HMRC will be keeping an eye on the site - to see if anyone 
looks like they may be generating income and then checking 

 



 

against the folks' tax returns. If not, why not?    
- David, London, 10/2/2012 7:43 
* 
how in any ones name can they be called travellers? they turn up 
destroy the landscape, build without consent if any one of us tried 
to flout the planning laws just see what would happen .These are 
not travellers they dont move just turn up on mass and use the 
human rights law to threaten any one who takes them on. The 
police are terrified of them , the liberal left love them and think 
they bring a touch of magic and intrest to our mundane lives. Well 
let the liberal left have a camp in their back garden .     
- mick the hitch, durham, 10/2/2012 7:42 
* 
Surely the police force have people working for them who can 
spell. Should it not read 'their vehicles' not 'there vehicles'. As for 
providing a police escort, ludicrous.- Jo, Ulceby, 10/2/2012 7:42 
* 
I have no faith in the police havn`t had for years about all they are 
good for is sitting in the back of vans harassing motorists.   
- w.h.g., southstaffs, 10/2/2012 7:39 
* 
I can't imagine that the haulage company will much work in the 
county in the future!   - homer, Springfield, 10/2/2012 7:36 
* 
Just shows how pathetic this country is now when the police are 
helping break the law. Good on these people and if there's any 
sense left in the so called law in this country they will win.    - 
Jack, Newcastle, 10/2/2012 7:35 
* 
I'm not taking sides one way or the other on this issue. However, 
the people who refuse to move the vehicles in question will be at 
risk of a financial penalty or even having their cars crushed. It may 
sound terribly unfair, but we have only ourselves to blame for the 
predicament we are in. None of the vehicles actually belong to us! 
When you 'Registered' your 'Vehicle' you handed over 'ownership' 

 



 

to the DVLA ,a private 'for profits' company. By 'registering' the 
car which you purchased by your own sweat and toil, you gave it 
away to a 'Company' and now have to beg them for permission to 
use it or pay charges and penalties that they may impose. It is an 
offence under Common Law to 'Steal or Damage' another person's 
property. If somebody did that to you, you could sue them. So why 
can a Company take your property and crush it? Quite simply 
because it is NOT your property - you gave it to them and in return 
they permitted you to become the 'Registered Keeper'. We are all 
being duped.    
- The Cambridge Don, Cambridge, Cambs., 10/2/2012 7:33 
* 
Welcome to the wonderful "Topsy-Turvey" World of the UK in the 
21st Century. Police assisting travellers to move huge mobile home 
onto an illegal site; Government Ministers wringing their hands 
over being unable to deport a dangerous suspected extremist that 
they say is a danger to this country because of his "Human Rights" 
whilst blithely ignoring those same "Human Rights" by allowing 
British Citizens to be deported for crimes that are not crimes in the 
UK....you couldn't make it up !!   
- Joe Public, England ,United Kingdom, 10/2/2012  
* 
I cannot believe I just read that story - is it true DM? Over £20M 
was spent moving travellers off an illegal site by the Council - tax 
payers money I might add. Now this has happened!!! What crazy 
world we live in...  - watson, catford london, 10/2/2012 7:33 
* 
"Sussex Police say: 'At the moment, this is not an illegal site. The 
court case is pending. We’re blind to the wider sensitivities of the 
case." I beg to differ. The court has declared the site illegal and it 
remains illegal until any subsequent judgement, such as an appeal, 
overturns that decision. The police, therefore, are actually blind to 
the laws they should be enforcing, rather than sensitivities and 
appear to be aiding and abetting. Somebody been over-promoted 
perhaps?  - CeeDee, Alba, 10/2/2012 7:32 

 



 

* 
Why don't the police seek advice before they make stupid 
statements and do idiotic things like this? It's evident that they 
don't have a clue what the law is in many cases.          
- Andy, Warrington, 10/2/2012 7:30 
* 
This shows why the Police have lost the respect of the British 
public. Now just glorified traffic wardens and revenue generators 
for the government who have no problem criminalizing the law 
abiding, hard working citizens while escorting criminals to commit 
crime. Unwilling to stop rioters for fear of violating their human 
rights, they are a joke. People used to feel safe the Police were 
around, now motorists flash eachother to warn of Police presence 
and the sight of a copper in public only evokes mistrust.   
 - MATT, FORMERGREAT BRITAIN., 10/2/2012 7:30 
* 
Since when has it been the responsibility of police to escort 
abnormal loads? - Richard, Torrevieja, Spain, 10/2/2012 7:29 
* 
I have seen that builders bum laying tarmac near my home. The 
correct term for the home is a single unit it is not a caravan and 
sold as a mobile home. Therefore it should break all the planning 
rules as well as being illegal. Well done the Police for aiding and 
abetting criminals.    - cyril, bedford, 10/2/2012 7:29 
* 
Meanwhile, the people working in television are trying to make 
programmes about Travellers, to try and swing public opinion 
about these people. I am very sorry to say, it did the opposite in my 
eyes.    Phillip, UK, 10/2/2012 7:28   (Author’s Note: oh yeah, 
MBFGW has certainly swayed lots of ‘opinions) 
* 
This country becomes more of a joke every day! My sympathies 
for the people of South Harting.     - Sue, Kernow, 10/2/2012 7:28 
* 
Aided and abetted by the nupty plod. The UK at its finest hour. 

 



 

Hold your head in your hands and weep.   
- duncaring, The zoo that was a civilised country, 10/2/2012  
* 
In Ireland it is a criminal offence to set up an illegal camp and this 
is rigerously enforced in no uncertain terms'; this is the main 
reason they are in the UK. I am convinced if a similar law applied 
here it would not make a scrap of difference as the police would 
still come down in favour of the so called travellers.    
- john, teesside, 10/2/2012 7:22 
* 
It is not an illegal site. The article does not state who owns the 
land. I presume it has been bought by the travellers. The Police are 
impartial and escorting a large vehicle for road safety. If the courts 
want the site clearing of BOTH caravans I'm sure the Police will 
support the baliffs.     
- Carl Manton, Chesterfield, Derbyshire, 10/2/2012 7:19 
* 
I have a question for all of you people commenting if these people 
moving onto this land were farmers would you have any concern 
travellers are generally nice people I actually have a caravan site in 
my village (Iwade) and i actually know and get along with alot a 
travellers. So stop being racist    
- Louis Burr, Kent, England, 10/2/2012 7:16 
* 
I'm thinking of buying a caravan and setting up an illegal camp in 
Richmond Park London ready for the Olympics. Which Police 
Force do I have to contact in order to arrange for roads to be 
cleared and provide me with an escort through central London..? 
Oh, I'm not Irish but I can do a mean Irish Accent and I promise to 
leave the Park in a disgusting mess when I'm finally evicted... 
Anyone..?      - Speedy Racer, 0-60 in 20 minutes, 10/2/2012 7:08 
* 
The Sussex plods are the pits, as all of us who live in their area are 
well aware. - Norman Churcher, Hastings UK, 10/2/2012 7:07 
* 

 



 

Sussex? Carry on as you were.    - Himself, Bucks, 10/2/2012 7:07 
* 
The residents should, politely, write down the name, rank and 
number of every policeman involved; and record in writing every 
word said. Complaints should then be sent - a separate complaint 
for each policeman - to the Police Complaints Commission, the 
Home Secretary and the Chief Executive if the Council, charging 
that said officers were aiding and abetting criminal acts in violation 
of their oaths of office, and calling for their prosecution.   
- Miles, Pickering Yorks, 10/2/2012 7:07 
* 
Well done those villagers. Good for them. What the police are 
doing is aiding and abetting and illegal act. Why should the 
villagers do the same? I certainly would not want these "travellers" 
residing near my village. These people seem to have human rights 
on their side when the rest of us, i.e., decent, hard working, law 
abiding citizens don't appear to be entitled to any human rights.  - 
Erika, West Auckland County Durham, 10/2/2012 7:06 
* 
This huge residence is being brought in by a haulage company on a 
flat bed truck. This so-called "caravan" is to be a permanent home. 
It may have a pair of wheels, but the entire thing is not meant to be 
towed by a vehicle. The little wheels are purely for minor 
movements/adjustments on a site. The owners are not "travellers" 
by any definition. Good luck to the protesters.   
- John Whetton, Nottingham, 10/2/2012 7:04 
* 
Shouldn't the police be saying to the travellers that they need to 
find a legal site for the mobile home, or they will have it towed 
away. Or is it me?  - Rob, Wilts, 10/2/2012 7:04 
 
The council could stop it in it's tracks by starting long overdue 
road works, a couple of strategically place excavations should let 
cars through but not large loads, that is if they really wanted to.  - 
JamesJames , grays, 10/2/2012 7:03 

 



 

* 
In NI a special Licence is required to permit the movement of 
escorted wide loads. Presumably the Police have this permission 
from DOE, and can present it. Who is going to pay Police salaries 
for escorting this vehicle.  - Malachy, Belfast, 10/2/2012 6:58 
* 
What I can't understand is why the travellers seem so keen to stay 
in one place......I thought they wanted to 'travel'?    
- queby, London UK, 10/2/2012 6:58 
* 
I tried the very same just over three years ago - we parked a 
vehicle in front of a piece of land that we knew was about to be 
illegally occupied. The 'traveller' arrived, ready equipped with 
tools to lift my car from its spot. I called the police who arrived as 
the car was literally being lifted from the road - the WPC's 
response was, and I quote 'can you tell me exactly what law is 
being broken here' 3 years later, he's still there on the little piece of 
land, the road is worse than a tip and the Council are spending 
£thousands in pointless court appearances to remove him - each of 
which they have won, he has appealed, stalled for time, found 
another loophole through his legal team that I'm effectively paying 
for etc etc. Cameron was supposedly doing something about all 
this over a year ago however nothing whatsoever has changed.    
- Ciocia, Surrey, 10/2/2012 6:58 
* 
Now we know that the police really have gone mad and out of 
control. If a ruling has said that the campsite is illegal then they are 
breaking the law themselves by allowing another caravan to go on 
to the site. In addition why are they wasting public money in an 
illegal activity. How do they dare to threaten people who have their 
vehicles parked illegally. Someone needs to get an injunction. - 
Cliff, Southampton, 10/2/2012 6:56 
* 
Ryan, Ireland, you would be happy to take your rubbish back then, 
would you?  - pat, herts, 10/2/2012 6:55 

 



 

* 
The police can refuse the haulage company permission to take the 
cabin to the site on the grounds that until the site is declared legal 
at the appeal it is illegal as the last ruling. The council should act 
here immediately and tell the police they will be liable for the 
cabin's removal costs if they allow it permission to travel by road 
and indeed supply an escort for it.  
- Pete the Brickie, Site, 10/2/2012 13:52  
* 
I would have thought that the police can just refuse them because it 
might lead to a Public Order Offence. Can't we get some decent 
laws passed quickly to deal with these people, the authorities back 
in the home of most of them (Ireland) seem to have the powers 
which is why many come over here.  - JL, Luton, 10/2/2012 6:55 
* 
If the camp is illegal then surely the Police are breaking the law by 
giving it an escort to the camp. Further - if the villagers move their 
cars wit the specific purpose of helping the abnormal caravan on 
it's way to said illegal camp, then aren't they aiding and abetting? 
I'm sure a sharp lawyer could sort this one out in the villagers 
favour - if only you can find one who isn't working for the gypsies 
on legal aid.   - John Smith, Kimberley, 10/2/2012 6:54 
* 
Simple solution the police officers should refuse to escort the 
vehicle. They cannot be made to commit an un lawfil act. So the 
caravan stays where it is. As for the villagers private cars leave 
them where they are.the community doesnt want travellers pitched 
There the local government has already declaired the site illegal so 
its an illegal site. I look forward to a lawsuit winging its way to the 
police authority and the fallout when a huge claim is made against 
them for assisting in braking the law..    
- TD, Nr Doncaster U.K.., 10/2/2012 6:52 
* 
Ahh, leave the travellers alone!! Travellers are funny lol They will 
contribute to the culture of the town in a nice, bright way. Have the 

 



 

villagers even approuched the Travellers and offered them a cup of 
tea and a chat? Maybe if both Villagers and Travellers sit down and 
talk over the problems at hand a solution will be reached which 
will benefit BOTH villagers and travellers. But without a doubt, 
the abuse that is targeted at the travellers stems from racism.  
- Ryan, Ireland, 10/2/2012 13:57  
* 
========================== What a fantastic idea Ryan, 
just invite the travellers into your home so they can make an 
inventory of your valuables while you pop the kettle on.   
- Ray, Blackpool, 10/2/2012 6:51 
* 
Clearly there is no longer any LEGITIMATE constabulary in this 
area.    - (Old) Robert , Worcester UK, 10/2/2012 6:51 
* 
What is needed here is for as many local people as possible to 
decide to park their cars along this route who have not been 
notified, until the police wake up to the fact they police by consent, 
and see daylight again.  - Sdemnips, Birmingham, 10/2/2012 6:50 
* 
Isn't it obvious the police are scared of the Gypsies! Usual story 
police only police soft targets!  - Hugh Jampton, ENGLAND 
(what's left of it?), 10/2/2012 6:50 
* 
The travellers need a new area to live...judge and be judged.   - 
ann, ex, 10/2/2012  
* 
Surely the council can stop the police giving this mobile home an 
escort to be put on a site illegally, Firstly that while the case is 
being appealed these people cannot add further vehicles or 
buildings to the site and secondly that the council via our council 
tax pay their wages.   - steve king, horsham, 10/2/2012 6:44 
* 
Why is it that the last thing these so called travellers want to do is 
travel?   - keith, leamington spa, 10/2/2012 6:43 

 



 

* 
Honestly believe if they try to take on the people of Sussex - they 
will have bitten off more than they can chew this time. Probably 
more legal eagles per square inch living in Sussex than most parts 
of the country. Travellers beware of the Sussex people - they bite 
worse than junk yard dogs.  - Lyn, Nr Rustington Sussex, 
10/2/2012 6:42 
* 
Its time the police were cracked down on, there public servants, 
and there there to protect the public, and solve crimes, not to carry 
out illegal acts againts the wishes off the public. Any officer who 
breaks these rules, should be sacked on the spot.   
- D Walmsley, Leeds, 10/2/2012  
* 
-@  john, dyfed, 10/2/2012 14:05 John. Do you really live where 
you claim?? The county of Dyfed ceased to exist a few years ago, 
when all three counties of Pembrokeshire, Carmarthenshire, and 
Ceridigion (Cardiganshire) all separated again to revert to their old 
names. Wake up at the back!!!     
- Roger, Carmarthen, West Wales., 10/2/2012 6:40 
* 
Sounds like a good time to have an early Diamond Jubilee village 
street party - George, High Wycombe, Bucks, 10/2/2012 6:38 
* 
This government has been in power long enough to pass a law 
banning any illegal camp site. Any caravan / mobile home parked 
illegally should be towed away and crushed. If this mess isn't 
sorted soon it'll Dale farm repeated, and we all know who ended up 
paying for that.   - Cynical, Bridgwater, Somerset, 10/2/2012 6:37 
* 
If the "caravan" needs a low loader and a police escort it cannot 
travel - this is not a travellers site (legal or otherwise)_ but an 
illegal set of buildings.   
- Simon Knowles, Thatcham, England, 10/2/2012 6:36 
* 

 



 

One or two strategically 'broken down' cars belonging to residents 
could easily lead to gridlock at this junction. What a shame it some 
ran out of petrol, or had battery trouble amongst all those cars that 
might go there on that day. I hope the AA are very busy then, too. 
:-) :-)     - Cynic, A once-great Britain., 10/2/2012 6:35 
* 
'Sussex Police say: 'At the moment, this is not an illegal site. The 
court case is pending.' Therefore, there should be no further 
activity relating to this 'site' until a ruling from that court: 
otherwise, if the site then becomes illegal another Dales Farm legal 
marathon looms and with all the implications for costs to the 
taxpayers.  - m collins, Leeds, England, 10/2/2012 6:33 
* 
Can i point out the police are escorting a caravan to an ILLEGAL 
SITE!!!!!!!! I thought the police were supposed to stop ILLEGAL 
activity. surely the police are therefore breaking the law by aiding 
this action.!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!     Rob, Campton, 10/2/2012 6:33 
* 
this country must genuinely be the running joke of Europe and 
before you all pounce on me i remember the bygone era when 
people would stand up for each other against this sort of tosh and 
be able to leave their door open   
- chris, weston super mare, 10/2/2012 6:30 
* 
Can I suggest that the Chief Constable of Sussex pop into his local 
library and read the section on Planning Law that says without 
consent any construction is illegal. To use Police officer to escort 
this load knowing that it will be placed on a hard standing or on 
land and therefore breach the law could perhaps be viewed as 'joint 
enterprise'?  - Richard, Oxfordshire, 10/2/2012 6:29 
* 
Please villagers, have some consideration for others. It's a one time 
issue, and it's not like moving your car elsewhere for a day will 
create too much trouble for you. There are only three caravans, you 
should be welcoming these people into society, not excluding 

 



 

them. Shame on the dm running this non-story     
- Bob Hardy, Leominster, 10/2/2012 6:28 
* 
If the site has been declared illegal it remains so until the outcome 
of the appeal, so the police are committing an unlawful act in 
helping to deliver a caravan to it. - kp, Warrington UK, 10/2/2012  
* 
thinking of asking for a police escort to school so i dont get 
snowballed later  - louise, bolton, 10/2/2012 6:25 
* 
“You really couldn't make it up. What a farce and who pays for the 
escort? “  - Izzy, Northamptonshire, 10/2/2012 13:27  
* 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ Ultimately 
them. The Police are contracted by the haulage company. The 
reality is that the Police' hands are tied by the current legal 
situation. They only uphold the law. The locals know the detail and 
if they can get away with staying put legally - COUNT ME IN else 
it just isn't worth it to get their cars towed. The money is better 
spent fighting these scavengers through the courts. Maybe get the 
benefits agency involved, find out how they earn their money and 
go in guns blazing on as many legal fronts as possible. Make life 
impossible and wear them down using the system - after all they 
are carefully using it against everyone else. If I had more time, I 
would set up a website/ action group that could engage the services 
of a sympathetic solicitor to explore all possibilities. 
- Steve Naive & the Playboys, On the end of a cable, 10/2/2012  
* 
Over 600 MP's ( all hard working - so they always tell us) and 
between them and the battalions of civil servants at their call they 
can't come up with laws to stop all this ridiculous abuse of the 
system.     - PC, Liverpool, 10/2/2012 6:24 
* 
To the good residents of South Harting, buy a caravan, park it in 
the road where your cars are, tell the police and council you are a 

 



 

gypsy camp and they won't be able to move you without a court 
order, it'll take months or years. good luck.  
- Harry, Crowded Capital, 10/2/2012 6:24 
* 
blockade all the roads now    - Name : anything except Pippa, 
Leicester UKnotOK(probably the highest taxed nation on the 
planet), 10/2/2012 6:23 
* 
I keep thinking D.M. is not telling us the whole story because this 
can't POSSIBLY be true. Yet, it probably is. I can't believe what a 
bunch of sissies these people are. If I was in the residents' shoes, 
I'd use my car to block the road, I'd stage a sit-in protest, I'd engage 
in civil disobedience... - and that's just for starters. Instead, they're 
likely to just move their vehicles in the end and vote the same 
people back to office come next elections. Can you really blame 
the gypsies for taking advantage of such schmoes? Come on, guys: 
Grow a pair!    - Michael Lancaster, Israel, 10/2/2012 6:23 
* 
Planning regulations are flouted everyday in every city of this 
country in favour of current sted PC or self interested globalist 
approved groups and organisations, with many different end 
effects, few of them beneficial to the general local community or 
often to any community long term. Retrospective permission is 
often easily and readily granted, usually at no cost to the applicant, 
just to the general taxpayer. This trend has been happening and 
growing in strength and intractability for years. Unfortunately, 
many of those people now despairing are to blame for refusing to 
recognise what was happening, let alone take the admittedly 
endless time and effort to fight against it , but instead often loudly 
condemning and demoralising those who did reasonably highlight 
the issue and consequences.     - helen, norwich, 10/2/2012 6:20 
* 
It's like the police lending a burglar tools to break into a house!   
- Mick, The real world, 10/2/2012 6:20 
* 

 



 

what a joke ~ what is the point in the police helping something that 
is illegal? #wrong - Dave, Stortford England ........The police have 
stated that its not an illegal site as the court case is still pending, 
this is an excuse, the site is not legal until it is found to be legal by 
the court, that means that in the meantime it would be illegal to use 
the site and the police are wrong. There is a law against aiding and 
abetting a criminal or assisting in any criminal act. The first step is 
for the law abiding public to start a class action against the police 
and get an injunction against them for acting ultra vires until such 
time as a ruling is made about the proposed site.    
- jason, wales, 10/2/2012 6:19 
* 
You couldn't make it up...police escorting gypsies to an illegal site 
which would in turn make them criminals by committing a 
criminal activity. The police are criminals too then! it is no 
different than if they opened a door to someones elses premises for 
people to help themselves to the contents. Too many lefties in the 
higher echelons of the police force that should have been replaced 
when the Labour party was kicked out of government. You are a 
joke.   
- Symon, Amesbury, 10/2/2012 6:19 
* 
"I don't believe our Police could be that "Stupid"are they!! - john, 
swansea, 10/2/2012 13:31"__________ The simple and sad answer 
is "YES"  - harry, Great Britain, 10/2/2012 6:18 
* 
Actually the police have it the wrong way around, at the moment it 
IS an illegal site, there is an appeal against that decision pending, 
but as it stands the previous decision is in effect unless it is 
overturned in the high court.- dros, romford uk, 10/2/2012 6:18 
* 
hahahhahahaha you could not make this stuff up for a comedy!! 
Living in this country is like living in Alice in Wonderland - 
nothing but nothing makes sense anymore!!!!    
- Joe, Southampton, 10/2/2012 6:15 

 



 

* 
Nothing new here - happened here - they arrived for the third time 
in a year so our parish councillors blocked the entrance to our park 
- police came along and threatened to get them towed if they didn't 
let them in. The same police officer came day 7 days later to serve 
the court notice to move on???? Total madness because of the 
ridiculous actions of the police our park was out of bounds for two 
week, it cost £2,000 to clear up there mess but still the police were 
following the law!!!!   - Me Here, in the middle, 10/2/2012 6:12 
* 
Anybody else thinking that we have another Dale Farm in its 
infancy here? Well, I for one will have no sympathy with the police 
if they enforce this and then end up in a pitched battle with the so 
called "Travellers" later down the line. Just one thing to say: rod 
and back. For the locals, so long as you dont break the law 
peaceful demonstration is all you need. Stick with it, dont give in.  
- Kimberleigh, Chelmsford, 10/2/2012 6:11 
* 
sue the police for aiding and abetting an illegal act?  
- john, dyfed, 10/2/2012 6:05 
* 
“Sussex Police say: 'At the moment, this is not an illegal site. 
The court case is pending. We’re blind to the wider sensitivities of 
the case'. “#### The Police clearly don't know the law. The site 
development breaches Planning Law, therefore It is currently 
illegal - regardless of any pending court case. Furthermore. by 
escorting this 'large load' onto the site the Police themselves will be 
guilty of aiding and abetting a criminal act. The site would only 
become legal if the Travellers' appeal to the Supreme Court 
succeeds. If that fails no doubt they will then appeal to the 
European Court. The locals need to get a solicitor involved - 
pronto.     - aberrant_apostrophe, Reading, UK, 10/2/2012 6:05 
* 
The headline says it is an illegal site while the police say it is not 
illegal adding confusion to an unfortunate state of affairs for the 

 



 

villagers who are being invaded by people who have a reputation 
for not being as law abiding as required for a harmonious co-
existence.   - Leew, lancashire, 10/2/2012 6:04 
* 
The villagers should arrange a rota to keep road blocked on the 
whole route making road impassable for a large caravan, wish I 
lived nearer.  - John the Mentor, Creigiau, 10/2/2012  
* 
Unbelievable, the Police aiding and abetting an illegal act yet law 
abiding residents being told their cars will be towed away. Why do 
these lawbreakers have more rights than honest hard working 
people?!!!!!   - John, HI Hampshire, 10/2/2012 6:03 
* 
Why, oh why does the system pander to these so called "travelers"? 
They are here for one reason and one reason 
only......££££££££££££'s. For crying out loud Dave. Get a blasted 
grip on things.  Forget Clegg & the odious lib-dems/eurocrats/EU/, 
and all the other. groups that are hell bent on bringing this country 
beyond any possible recovery. If you had ANY confidence in your 
party. You would go to the country by calling a a general election 
NOW. .Assuming you won, you could do at least one thing you 
promised and repeal the human rights act. Or is it you because you 
love the feeling of power; (what little you have at the moment).? 
- mashyuk, Stockport, 10/2/2012 6:02 
* 
If the useless police state that a court case is pending. a) why are 
they assisting in what could be a clear case of law breaking, and b). 
Why does this council not put up a notice to the effect that 
unauthorised movement onto the land is not permitted. Our laws 
are too many, too many loopholes, and need a swift kick.   
- bryn, tamworth. Staffs, 10/2/2012 5:59 
* 
a caravan can be towed, it has wheels, if this is a caravan then it 
will not need an escort, if it is not a caravan then the POLICE are 
going to break the law, keep your cars where they are and stand 

 



 

you legal ground, about time the honest people of this country 
stand up for their rights    
-Danny Boy, lancs England, 10/2/2012 5:57 
* 
Can the police not be done with aiding and abetting, or some such 
offence, if they proceed with this farce and with theft of property if 
they move owners cars without consent? They really don't do 
themselves any favours do they.   
- Harry,   It all gone horribly wrong, 10/2/2012 5:57 
* 
That's right - tow away cars to allow a caravan to pass on its way 
to an illegal site. Then why not take the England Captain to court 
for supposedly insulting someone in a game of footie whilst letting 
Abu Quatada free for fomenting racist terrorism, murders, and 
persecution of non-muslims. Well, now we know who's side our 
government courts and police are on - and it ain't US..   
- Geoff, Worcester England, 10/2/2012 5:56 
* 
SO..THE POLICE ARE COMPLICITE AND ARE 
ENCOURAGING A CRIMINAL ACT......SHAME ON THEM.   - 
SARSFIELDS GHOST, LONDON, 10/2/2012 5:54 
* 
Not only can't the police spell ('there' for their') but they are unable 
to read the mood of the public who pay for their salaries. Unless of 
course the notices are not genuine and are placed there by the 
'travellers' themselves?   
- John Austen, Cranbrook, Kent, 10/2/2012 5:53 
* 
Ok locals. Get a facebook page up, pt all the details up, and lets all 
get down there because we are sick of being abused by the left 
wing morons in this country. - Gary, Oldham, 10/2/2012 5:53 
* 
The police can refuse the haulage company permission to take the 
cabin to the site on the grounds that until the site is declared legal 
at the appeal it is illegal as the last ruling. The council should act 

 



 

here immediately and tell the police they will be liable for the 
cabin's removal costs if they allow it permission to travel by road 
and indeed supply an escort for it.   
 - Pete the Brickie, Site, 10/2/2012 5:52 
* 
Sit in your cars, guys - they can't tow/remove them with you in!   
- Lemon Chiffon Pie, London, 10/2/2012 5:52 
* 
Only in the UK, heaven help us! - Susie, Unfortunately in England, 
10/2/2012 5:51 
* 
It seems the police / authorities are trying to push more and more 
every day to find at what point complaining turns to civil 
disobedience or even insurrection (probably related to securing 
additional funding). I would suggest to the residents that (assuming 
the Tunisia / Egypt / Libya precedent is out of the question) that if 
the police touch any of their cars or in anyway support the 
transportation of any property to what has already been declared an 
illegal site, they file crime reports with neighbouring police 
authorities naming the Chief Constable of Sussex Police as the 
responsible party and put someone forward to stand for the 
upcoming Police and Crime Commissioner expressing that their 
first priority will be removing the current Chief Constable and their 
PC lackeys. - alang, Dewsbury, England, 10/2/2012 5:49 
* 
the uk police is weird...and it does illigal things to...what kind of 
brain they got??????If they have any....they dont realize the 
complication...set illigal gypsy...in a illigal site..then spend tax 
payer money to evict them...is a vicious circle with the uk 
system...put them on n.10 back yard   
- tony, rome, 10/2/2012 5:49 
* 
You couldn't make this up. I must build on some land without 
planning permission and see what happens  - Passionate F1 fan 
who has been screwed, london , 10/2/2012 5:48 

 



 

* 
Stop blaming the Police, the blame belongs to the Labour Party 
who passed the laws giving these travellers more rights than 
normal people. Now the blame is with the Con/Lib parties for not 
repealing them.- James, Reading Berks, 10/2/2012  
* 
And the insanity continues!!!!!!  - Gary, Surrey, 10/2/2012 5:48 
* 
Quite right......The Law IS the Law !- Judge Dread , Star Council, 
10/2/2012 5:47 
* 
Really, Honestly and amazingly our police are utterly useless at 
best and criminally stupid at worst.   
- Parent, Durham , 10/2/2012 5:47 
* 
Good on the locals. If their vehicles are legally parked ,leave them 
there or even work out a "rota" between yourselves. I wish you 
luck and keep up the peaceful defience.   
 - Gus, Gus 1, 10/2/2012 5:45 
* 
We need to stop the oppression of the law abiding by the unlawful 
who with help of agents of the protectors of law and order.   
- Big Vern, Not in London, 10/2/2012  
* 
what a joke ~ what is the point in the police helping something that 
is illegal? #wrong   - Dave, StortfordEngland, 10/2/2012 5:43 
* 
The police only apply the laws of the land when they know they 
are bigger and meaner than the 'criminal'. The police won't clear 
the site or stop the convoy as they are frightened bullies only 
interested in meeting targets. I stopped trusting or believing in the 
police 20 years ago. The only way to get anything done about all 
this is direct civil action by the residents...the police won't do 
anything, look at what happened in the riots last year. Cowards and 
brown noses the lot of them.  - Andrew, UK, 10/2/2012 5:43 

 



 

* 
This is sic.  - Gary, St Albans, 10/2/2012 5:42 
* 
This could happen in soft uk  
- colin, Selby Yorkshire, 10/2/2012 5:39 
* 
police , money for old rope   
- old timer, torquay uk, 10/2/2012 5:39 
* 
The police certainly are blind - to common sense and the law-
abiding populace.  - George, Brighton, 10/2/2012 5:39 
* 
Sussex police have a primary responsibility to their "locals", i.e the 
people who pay their wages. To maintain road safety they should 
deny the haulage company permission to move on the grounds of 
safety and obstruction of the roads and prevention of crime in the 
intended destination. They should leave the haulage company in 
the middle of this and not help the "travellers" to prejudge any 
decision of the Courts. No doubt this new building will be used as 
one of the reasons to allow their continued presence and the fact 
that the local Police assisted it's installation will also be quoted at 
the Court hearing to justify permissions.     
- judge dai, warks, 10/2/2012 5:39 
* 
Sussex Police say: 'At the moment, this is not an illegal site. The 
court case is pending. We’re blind to the wider sensitivities of the 
case. Struggling to understand that comment... Until there is 
planning permission any construction is illegal and until planning 
permission is granted retrospectively it should be enforced so 
Police taking a "easy" option as usual   
- Peter, Birmingham, 10/2/2012  
* 
Welcome to England the land of soft rules for the immigrants and 
much stricter rules for the indigenous. Human Rights Laws leaning 
heavily towards the immigrants and no Human Rights for the 

 



 

indigenous. My congratulations go out to Mr & Mrs Blair who 
between them in 13 years created this situation for their own greed.   
- patric, Manchester England, 10/2/2012 5:37 
* 
To all those who voted for those left wingers Blair, Brown & 
Cameron, you are reaping what you sowed!!!   
- john f., ipswich, 10/2/2012 5:37 
* 
What a crazy world we're living in! Right is wrong, wrong is right. 
Good is bad,bad is good. Criminals have rights, the law abiding 
have not. Taxpayers are punished, freeloaders are feted. Foreigners 
have more rights than native British people. Christianity is wrong 
but Islam is right. Motorists are subject to greater punishment than 
muggers/robbers. Just what the hell is going on and have are we 
going to reverse it? Please tell us Cameron!   
- Dave Pickup, Tarragona, Spain, 10/2/2012 5:35 
* 
So they don't pay taxes etc. and they get a police escort!!!! This 
country has gone mad!!      
- Debi, High Wycombe, Bucks, 10/2/2012 5:35 
* 
Yet again, the law protecting the law breakers!   
- Andy, Wolves, 10/2/2012 5:33 
* 
come on you villagers who pay your taxes and obey the 
law......PLEASE DO NOT BE MOVED........wish i could come and 
help you............  
- Marlene Beck, United Kingdom, 10/2/2012 5:33 
* 
I think the local residents should stage a sit in by blockading the 
road by chaining themselves to each other like the illegal residents 
of Dale Farm did last year. See how the Travellers like it when the 
roles are reversed..!   
- Speedy Racer, 0-60 in 20 minutes, 10/2/2012 5:32 
* 

 



 

Keep it up, make a stand! If the site is illegal why is the police 
giving them an escort?    - Rob, England, 10/2/2012 5:32 
* 
I don't believe our Police could be that "Stupid" are they!!    
- john, swansea, 10/2/2012 5:31 
 
Surely if the cars are taxed, insured and not parked illegally then 
the police can't do a thing ?     
- Jamie Ellwood, Newcastle, 10/2/2012 5:30 
* 
This beggars belief. What on earth are the police doing this for? 
This is amoral and wrong.    - A. V. Dicey, London, 10/2/2012 5:30 
* 
As ye sow, so shall ye reap.   - Craig, Kent, 10/2/2012 5:29 
* 
Nice to see the police sitting on the fence again, they are starting to 
lose my support...... when can we have Elected Police 
Commissioners that actually care about the people that pay their 
salaries.    - James 001, West of Nowhere, 10/2/2012 5:29 
* 
You really couldn't make it up. What a farce and who pays for the 
escort?   - Izzy, Northamptonshire, 10/2/2012 5:27 
* 
Proof if ever you needed it that the British "legal" system is well 
and truly on the side of the lawless.  
- skint, broken Britain, 10/2/2012 5:27 
* 
Our Wonderful Police - not fit for Purpose - no wonder they will 
even consider that useless tub of Lard, Prescott as a Commissioner.  
- Bambazonke, Worcester, 10/2/2012 3:47 
                                                                                                                        
© Daily Mail 
***************************************************** 
http://www.fifetoday.co.uk/news/local-
headlines/please_clear_this_midden_1_2116174  
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                Please clear this midden 
             Published on Wednesday 15 February 2012 11:00 
 
RESIDENTS have expressed anger after a seaside spot where 
travellers had been staying was strewn with rubbish following 
December’s high winds.  They say the land, which is opposite 
Shore Street in Buckhaven and overlooks the Forth, has been left 
in a devastated state ever since the bad weather. Councillor 
Andrew Rodger described the area as an absolute eyesore and said 
he had received numerous complaints about the issue from 
residents.  On Facebook, Kelly Muir, who lives close to the area, 
said the travelling community had been good neighbours and kept 
the place tidy.  She said the site only became a problem when the 
travellers left, after their caravans were damaged in the strong 
winds which battered Fife in the run-up to Christmas.  Other 
readers who got in touch expressed frustration the area had been 
allowed to remain in such a state for so long and several said the 
travellers should be tracked down to cover the cost of the clean-up. 
Cheryl Thomson said: “It shouldn’t matter if it was travellers that 
left the mess or someone illegally dumping. It needs cleaned up 
and, as it’s over from houses that pay their taxes, then the council 
should clean it up!”  But Fife Council has said it does not own the 
land in question and the owner must come forward to cover the 
costs of the clearing it.  It has been suggested the land belongs to 
the Wemyss Estate, but while Savills, the property company which 
manages the estate’s land, confirmed the Wemyss did own some 
land near Shore Sreet, it could not confirm whether the caravans 
and debris are on Wemyss property or that of another owner. A 
representative from Savills said he would investigate who owned 
the land in question before recommending any action.  With 
neither Fife Council nor the Wemyss Estate claiming the land it 
remains unclear who will clear the area and when.  Cllr Andrew 
Rodger expressed frustration over the delay saying: “We need to 

 



 

send a message to the owner, clear it, or we will and send you the 
bill. If it isn’t cleared soon, I’m worried it will become a dumping 
ground.” 
                                                                                                                        
© Fife Today 
***************************************************** 
http://www.yorkshireeveningpost.co.uk/news/latest-news/top-
stories/law_move_as_leeds_travellers_move_on_1_4237754 
  
         Law Move as Leeds Travellers Move On 
                Published on Saturday 11 February 2012 06:50 
 
A traveller convoy that had parked up on a Leeds leisure centre car 
park – and was immediately given parking tickets – has moved on.  
However council bosses were still due to go to court yesterday to 
prevent them returning to Pudsey leisure centre.  The unauthorised 
caravans rolled into the car park just over a week ago.  Pudsey 
councillor Josie Jarosz said the encampment had created 
“disruption and concern” and locals were “relieved” the caravans 
had moved on.  Coun Jarosz said: “As a local resident myself, I 
fully understand the concern this camp created, in particular with 
potential litter, disruption and access to the park. On their arrival, 
we immediately made the travellers team aware and I want to 
thank Pudsey residents for the patience they have demonstrated 
whilst Leeds City Council have been working to reclaim 
possession of the land.  “I am hoping things can now return back to 
normal in Pudsey and I would like to remind everyone the town 
centre is open for business.”  A Leeds City Council spokeswoman 
said: “We will still go to court and that will give us an eviction 
order that will prevent that particular family from coming back for 
three months.”  Helen Jones, chief executive officer of the Leeds 
Gypsy and Traveller Exchange said: “We are utterly horrified that 
unauthorised encampment in our home town is effectively being 
criminalised prior to authorised choices being available,” adding it 
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was “not necessary to resort to criminal law” to manage the 
traveller population. 
 
***************************************************** 
http://www.newmarketjournal.co.uk/news/latest-news/village-
gypsy-site-scheme-is-scrapped-1-4331305 
 
Village gypsy site scheme is scrapped 
5 October 2012 15:00 
 
PLANS to build 14 gypsy and traveller pitches in Fordham 
countryside have been scrapped. 
 
East Cambridgeshire District Council confirmed that the two sites 
proposed for Isleham Road would no longer go ahead as they were 
considered unsuitable for development.   The sites, which were 
identified as part of the district council’s local plan for future 
housing needs, would have included 14 pitches with three to four 
caravans on each pitch.  In a letter to Fordham Parish Council, 
Stewart Patience, a forward planning officer for the district 
council, said: “The land adjacent to 82 Isleham Road, Fordham, 
owned by Cambridgeshire County Council, was not considered to 
be a suitable site for the reasons set out in the committee report.  
“We anticipate that we will shortly secure confirmation in writing 
from the landowner of 82 Isleham Road, Fordham, that the site is 
not available for development.  Therefore these sites will not be 
considered further by development and transport committee as the 
sites are not suitable or available for development.” 
 
MP for South East Cambridgeshire Jim Paice said he welcomed 
the news that neither site would be included in the local plan.  “I 
am glad that common sense has prevailed here,” he said. “Whilst 
we must make sure we provide pitches for the travelling 
community in our area, we must also make sure that these are in 
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sensible locations.  Having listened to the concerns of local 
residents and seen the sites myself, it seems clear that it is right of 
the local council to drop them from the local plan.” 
 
More than 200 residents attended a public meeting in Fordham’s 
Victoria Hall last month to object to the proposed sites.  Hugh 
Palmer, chairman of Fordham Parish Council, said: “We had to 
support our residents on this cause wholeheartedly.  “I think the 
decision will satisfy the people that were most unhappy about the 
situation.” 
 
***************************************************** 
                  Author’s Note: not the Gypsy/Travellers for sure… 
***************************************************** 
 
 
www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://thelincolnite.co.uk/2012/10/l
incolnshire-traveller-charity-goes-on-the-road-with-new-learning-
bus/ 
 
Lincolnshire Traveller charity goes on the road 
with new learning bus 
October 5, 2012 at 10.12am by Elizabeth Fish 
   
A charity based in Lincolnshire will be able to tour the county, 
thanks to a grant to buy a minibus.  The Lincolnshire Traveller 
Initiative helps Travellers in the county gain educational courses 
and training.   It received £15,000 in funding from national charity 
The Clothworkers’ Foundation, which paid for a mobile learning 
bus to visit traveller sites to offer learning opportunities.  Paul 
Boucher from Lincolnshire Traveller Initiative said: “You can 
imagine how pleased we were to receive the offer letter from The 
Clothworkers’ Foundation.  “We worked hard consulting with the 
Traveller community about their learning needs and now we can 
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take to the road ensuring they get easier access to our services.  
“There is no-one in Lincolnshire offering what we do and it is 
great that this has been acknowledged.”  Lincolnshire Traveller 
Initiative is supported by Lincolnshire County Council, which 
means travellers can get specialist advice, support and unique 
teaching techniques.  The bus is already travelling around 
Lincolnshire, and has visited a number of sites in the south of the 
county.  Traveller is a word used to describe a variety of cultural 
and ethnic groups, associated with Gypsy, Roma and Travellers of 
Irish Heritage, fairground families or Show People, circus families, 
New Travellers and Bargees or canal-boat families.  The most 
common groups in the UK are Gypsies and Travellers of Irish 
Heritage, and have protection under the Race Relations Act. 
Source: Lincolnshire Traveller Initiative 
 
***************************************************** 
Author’s Note:  being a Traveller myself, I find it nothing short of 
the purest irony that  7.5 million people would sit down and watch 
a carnival-style show about Travellers.  I’d like to show the 
REALITY of what it’s like to be raided by the police at 4 in the 
morning and told to get out of the faces of the ’real’ residents.  But 
that’s not very entertaining to the masses and really, who can film 
fear?    
***************************************************** 
 
 
 
 
 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-2098816/Gypsy-
weddings-bigger-fatter-The-new-series-Big-Fat-Gypsy-Weddings-
digs-deeper-lives-Britain-s-travellers.html  
 
            Gypsy weddings are back, bigger and fatter!  
New series digs even deeper into the lives of Britain’s travellers 
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              by TIM OGLETHORPE  11th February 2012 
 
Big Fat Gypsy Weddings was the TV sensation of 2011, with 
ratings almost as eye-popping as the bridal gowns worn on the 
Channel 4 show.   Seven and a half million viewers tuned in to see 
17-year-old Sam take a trip up the aisle in a 14-stone (196 pounds)  
dress that lit up in the dark and was adorned with moving diamanté 
butterflies.   Even more of us, 8.8 million, were watching when 
Irish traveller and former bare-knuckle fighter Paddy Doherty 
made his first appearance two weeks later; within seven months he 
had won Celebrity Big Brother.  
 
Hot reception: The crew have suffered only minor injuries despite 
filming in the sometimes hostile traveller community. 'There have 
been two dog bites and a bit of verbal abuse at drunken weddings,' 
says Jes Wilkins. 'But that's it.' The makers of Gypsy Weddings 
promise bags more bling in the new six-part series, which once 
again shines a light on the traveller community in Britain and the 
Republic of Ireland.   ‘Although it isn’t just about celebration this 
time,’ says executive producer Jes Wilkins. ‘Yes, there are 
weddings, First Holy Communions, a Sweet Sixteen party and a 
school prom, but we also focus on other aspects of their lives. So 
there’s illegal horse-racing and a programme devoted to the 
travellers’ children and their education.’  The first show examines 
beauty and the way young gypsy women compete to be the most 
attractive.  Sam and Patrick wed in series one and the couple now 
have a baby.  Thelma is frequently on hand to provide extravagant 
gowns.  Nine-year-old Nangirl has a spray-tan and nail extensions 
ahead of her First Holy Communion; 16-year-old Sammy-Jo 
wriggles her way into a tight dress and spends hours on a sunbed to 
get the perfect tan to win a beauty contest.   ‘If I get cancer, I get 
cancer,’ she says. There’s also a wedding, of course – for 21-year-
old Delores in Rathkeale, County Limerick in the Irish Republic – 
and she doesn’t let us down with the dresses. Yes, dresses, because 
Delores has commissioned two from the travellers’ favourite 

 



 

designer, Thelma Madine – an exotic palm tree affair for her hen 
night and a ‘cat’ dress for the big day.   ‘Everyone else has stars 
and flowers, I wanted to be different and be remembered,’ she 
says. 
 
WHO'S WHO 
PADDY  Celebrity Big Brother winner 2011, the 52-year-father of 
five also made a reality show with Speaker of the House of 
Commons John Bercow’s wife Sally, called When Paddy Met 
Sally.   JOSIE  London-based teenager who swapped her life with 
her Irish family for a gypsy camp when she married Swanley in 
series one. We now see how they’re coping with children.  
THELMA  The travellers’ favourite dressmaker is a glamorous, 
Manchester-based mother-of-four who’s frequently on hand in the 
new series to provide those extravagant gowns – whatever the 
special occasion.  SAM AND PATRICK  Sam’s what travellers call 
a ‘gorger girl’ – a woman from the settled community who marries 
a gypsy. She and Patrick, who at 21 is three years older than Sam, 
wed in series one and the couple now have a baby.  Subjects of 
later programmes include the codes of behaviour that exist within 
the communities, and the gypsies’ conflict with the authorities. 
Fans of Paddy Doherty won’t be disappointed either, as he also 
returns – ‘although we won’t be featuring footage of him in the Big 
Brother house,’ says Jes Wilkins.   ‘We focus on the day-to-day 
lives of people from the traveller community, not how famous they 
might have become as a result of the programme. That was the key 
to the success of the first series – it shone a light on the traveller 
community, which people haven’t seen before.’   Jes admits even 
he wasn’t expecting the show to appeal quite so much to the 
viewing public.  ‘I was surprised at just how successful the first 
series was – and I wasn’t alone. There was a 24-hour delay in 
getting the ratings for the first episode because the compilers 
couldn’t quite believe how many people had tuned in to watch a 
Channel 4 documentary. When it came up as seven million, they 
had to check it again.’   Jes says filming the new series was not as 

 



 

much of a challenge as series one.   ‘It’s been difficult throughout 
the three years we’ve been filming because we’re focusing on a 
community that, traditionally, does not engage with outsiders and 
the media. But there are a lot of gypsies who like the show, and 
that made it easier to get the access we needed for series two.’    
Not everyone likes the show, though. Some in the travelling 
community believe it reinforces stereotypes. ‘Small pockets of 
people complained very loudly,’ says Jes.   ‘It started some 
interesting debate though, and I’m sure it will again. We make no 
judgement. We just film what’s in front of us and neither condone 
nor condemn what we see.’  Big Fat Gypsy Weddings, Tuesday, 
Channel 4, 9pm. 
 
COMMENTS 
anything for the lower-middle class DM readers to feel better about 
themselves eh. 
- alex c, bristol, 11/2/2012 16:43  
* 
............................................................................................................
.......................... Feel better about yourself after typing that, Alex? 
That makes you much sadder than a lower-middle class DM reader.   
- Rick, Lincs, 11/2/2012 9:45 
* 
All that money and its still tacky..  - Micky, uk, 11/2/2012 9:30 
* 
Is this series going to follow the homeless people who are 
kidnapped from the UK and forced into slave labour abroad?  - 
Laura, Liverpool, UK, 11/2/2012 9:25 
* 
I take it the bottom of the barrel has been scraped through and this 
is what they found.    - Pipeman, Baccytown, 11/2/2012 9:22 
* 
Those dresses must be so uncomfortable, why can't they opt for 
more sophisticated ones, after all money seems to be no object, 
like it is for couples who work for a living   - carole clowes, 

 



 

congleton u.k., 11/2/2012 7:23 
* 
at what stage are they going to investigate how these people are 
paying for these garish weddings when they are all unemployed 
and not paying taxes????  
- Danny Boy, lancs England, 11/2/2012 10:55 
* 
...................How can they pay taxes with no address? Blame the 
system for forgetting they exist, don't blame them just because they 
found a loophole. (and they do pay taxes, VAT and duty is charged 
on nearly everything).   
- Kirsten, Durham, 11/2/2012 6:03 
* 
This kind of television and the attitude that facilitates and promotes 
it, is prepared to ridicule and devalue anything. It is desperate. 
- Shyamini, London, UK, 11/2/2012 6:02 
* 
why is anyone intrested in this  - Felix, East U.K., 11/2/2012 5:10 
* 
Can't wait!  - MadameM, Surrey, UK, 11/2/2012 4:26 
* 
As my dear late mother would have said: "Common as muck!"   - 
nora bhatti, land of the wrinkled stockings, 11/2/2012 3:44 
* 
*face palm*    - Mary, Corby, 11/2/2012 3:41 
* 
It's a shame that the Police and the Inland Revenue don't make the 
effort to 'dig deeper' into their lives too. Ooops....that would 
probably be 'discrimination', wouldn't it? 
- Andy, Warrington, 11/2/2012 3:34 
* 
DISGUSTING.   - Charly, Bucks, 11/2/2012 2:48 
* 
I'm so not interested in anything these people are doing.  - 
Christine, London, England, 11/2/2012 2:45 

 



 

* 
Why has the girl in the first picture got ribbon wrapped around one 
arm? Very odd - Aslan, Narnia, 11/2/2012 06:49 
* 
...And the rest of her attire isn't?    
- Amy, Dublin, Ireland, 11/2/2012 2:37 
* 
.. GET THE BRITISH TAX MEN IN TO INVESTIGATE.... - 
Happy in the UK, Lincoln, 11/2/2012 2:29 
* 
I lov fat gurls, juicy  - Sean, Manchester UK, 11/2/2012 2:22 
* 
We don't need more of the same freak show. This time we'd like to 
discover exactly where the money comes from, and if any goes to 
the taxman. Failing that, maybe they could show the rest of us how 
it's possible to make so much money from such menial 'work'. 
They seem to have the same disposable cash as the bankers!  
- JC, Leic, 11/2/2012  
* 
Before giving their lifestyle such exposure, do the producers check 
that they pay proper taxes?     
- DerbyBorn, Derby, UK, 11/2/2012 1:40 
* 
Why do we need to watch Obese people getting married ?  
- jane langley, Sittingbourne Kent UK, 11/2/2012 1:25 
* 
Thank goodness, there are plenty of other classier channels to 
watch. - Ima Stirra, Windemup, 11/2/2012 1:24 
* 
Hooray, love this programme. Hilariously tacky and silly girls 
don't realise how much they're being ridiculed. It's like modern day 
freak show!   - Annie, Cheltenham, 11/2/2012 1:20 
* 
ghastly show (will NOT be watching), ghastly people. Everyone 
should ask exactly where they get the money to afford such 

 



 

outrageous exhibitionist weddings. Mostly from crime (I know 
from experience of them). Yet no-one does anything to 
convict/stop their exploits.  - chris, cambridge uk, 11/2/2012 1:12 
* 
Illegal horse racing to be covered? Wonder if they'll cover the 
cruelty to the animals and what happens when they don't want 
them anymore?  - Caroline, Northern Ireland, 11/2/2012 0:43 
* 
Why anyone watches this rubbish and gives this group of "people" 
publicity and fame is beyond me..... 
- Freddie The Flea, MA, USA, 11/2/2012 0:30 
* 
Yawn.    - Chicken Boo, B-Town, 11/2/2012 0:26 
* 
Swanley i guess his parents named him after the interchange then 
- Paul, England, 10/2/2012 23:14 
* 
I bet it doesn't show how often members of their community are 
arrested for Burglaries against the Elderly. I'm sure that pays for a 
few weddings.  
- KaChing, Neither Here nor There, 10/2/2012 22:44 
* 
More of the same old rubbish at a time when these people are 
hardly popular. Now if channel 4 can find out where and how they 
get their money for all this......that would be interesting.    
- Kev the Cynic, East Riding of Yorkshire, 10/2/2012 22:31 
* 
Trailer trash.   - Suzanne,  London, UK, 10/2/2012 21:48 
* 
We don't want anymore of this garbage. 
- bernie, romford, essex, 10/2/2012 20:25 
* 
Can't wait! loved it!     
- laura hudson, sydney, aus, 10/2/2012 20:15 
* 

 



 

Thelma's shop is based in Liverpool not Manchester.   
- Lois, UK, 10/2/2012 19:58 
* 
They look RIDICULOUS!...goodness*hits head*    
- rachel,   10/2/2012 
* 
just my thoughts       
-  island breeze,  trinidad and t........ 10/2/2012 19:07 
* 
Disgusting    - Richard, Bristol, 10/2/2012 19:02 
                                                                                                                        
© Daily Mail 
***************************************************** 
http://ask.metafilter.com/188715/How-do-they-pay-for-their-big-
fat-gypsy-weddings 
 
       How do they pay for their big fat gypsy weddings? 
                            June 19, 2011 9:35 AM     
 
OK - I'll admit. I watch the TLC show "My Big Fat Gypsy 
Wedding." It's awful.  It's exploitative and an inaccurate 
representation of gypsies and travellers. But tell me, how do they 
make all that money for those crazy weddings? How are they 
really perceived in British society?  Please tell me more about this 
interesting ethnic group. Is it really an "ethnicity?" (Please don't 
jump on me if you haven't seen the TLC show. It portrays a very 
specific lifestyle and was created to sell advertisements.)  posted 
by kinsey to society & culture         (22 answers total) 
* 
I haven't seen the show. My understanding is that most of the 
people on the show are Irish Travellers, not Gypsies. They're two 
totally different groups. As I understand it, the origins of Irish 
Travellers are somewhat mysterious. Gypsies are descendants of 
people who moved to Europe from India, and they have different 
ancestors than the rest of the European population. That's not true 
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of Travellers. At some point, their ancestors broke off and formed 
their own itinerant society. They're viewed really negatively in 
Ireland, but I'm not sure whether that's also true in Britain. I'm not 
sure how to answer the question about whether they're "really an 
ethnicity." That would sort of hinge on what your definition of 
ethnicity was! They're definitely a distinct group with their own 
customs and identity, and they've been around for a long time, 
although it's not clear exactly how long.   Pavee Point is an Irish 
NGO that works with the Travelling community and promotes 
Travellers' rights. Here's their FAQ. Here's their resource page for 
students.         posted by craichead on June 19, 2011 
* 
They are somewhat unpopular in Britain, mainly due to their real 
or imagined disruptive habits rather than ethnicity.   Their money 
comes from various sources, such as scrap metal, tarmacing drives 
and I think some are involved in horse breeding. posted by 
Quantum's Deadly Fist on June 19, 2011 
* 
Just fyi, "Romani" is preferable to the often pejorative term 
"gypsy" when referencing the ethnic group craichead mentioned.  
posted by rabbitbookworm on June 19, 2011  
 
But tell me, how do they make all that money for those crazy 
weddings? I can only assume that in these specific cases, the show 
pays for a substantial amount of the wedding, which is one of the 
reasons people agree to be on the show. 
posted by hermitosis at 10:13 AM on June 19, 2011 [9 favorites] 
* 
Speaking about a different ethnic group that has similar 
ostentageous weddings and as a scholar of conspicuous 
consumption... 
- displaying weath and putting on a good time for in group 
members is considered a logical and legitimate expense. 
 
- taking on debt or second mortages is normal and accepted in a 

 



 

way that American college kids taking on student loan debt is 
accepted. Close family members also contribute. 
 
- in strongly tied kinship networks, one doesn't have a lot of 
opportunities to stand out from the crowd. A wedding is one 
opportunity, although ironically, it is really about fitting in. 
   
posted by k8t at 10:15 AM on June 19, 2011 [4 favorites] 
* 
This is complete speculation, but I sort of wonder if weddings 
didn't become particularly important community events because 
the community was traditionally itinerant. If you're going to get 
everyone together in one place, you ought to provide a party big 
enough to make it worthwhile. And that party/event has to do a lot 
of work, because people are going to go their separate ways at the 
end of it and not necessarily see each other again until the next big 
event. Maybe weddings have to do less work as community-
building events in settled communities where everyone is going to 
bump into each other at church the next Sunday anyway.  posted 
by craichead at 10:23 AM on June 19, 2011 [2 favorites] 
* 
Is it really an "ethnicity?" 
There is more than one answer to this question, but the UK 
government approach to ethnicity is based on how one self-defines 
one's ethnicity. So yes, it is an ethnicity - at least as far as the state 
is concerned. Many government statistics use the "16 + 1" set of 
categories, which is 16 common self-defined categories plus 
"Other" if you don't self-define as any of the 16. Gypsy or Irish 
Traveller isn't listed as one, so you'd have to tick the "Other" box. 
However, the more detailed categories used by the UK census did 
for the first time in 2011 list Gypsy or Irish Traveller as a category.     
posted by greycap at 10:26 AM on June 19, 2011 
* 
And a personal story: I live in Epsom, where the Derby horse race 
is held every year. It is a big gathering point for Gypsy and 

 



 

Traveller families. I've only lived here for 3 years but locals who 
have lived here for longer get very hostile towards their arrival, 
claiming that crime goes up around Derby Day purely because of 
the Travellers. I was having my hair cut a few weeks before this 
year's Derby and the hairdresser - a young woman around 20 years 
old - launched into lots of the usual stereotypes about them when 
we started talking about Derby Day.   I'm not sure any evidence 
exists either way of who commits crime around the time of the 
Derby. My own experience of Derby Day is that the visible crime - 
fights etc - is the result of drunk white middle-class lads. But I 
think it's safe to say the hostility locally runs quite deep.     
posted by greycap at 10:34 AM on June 19, 2011 
* 
I've been watching the episodes on YouTube, of the British 
documentary version. I assume it's just repackaged for TLC. How 
many episodes in are you? They cover the question about wedding 
expenses (as best as they can) in episode 3 or 4, I forget which 
exactly. I think a number of factors are at play-- for one, it's a 
major life event in the communities and families save for years for 
the wedding day of a daughter. Two, the men work in areas where 
pay is frequently on a cash-basis (meaning no taxes)-- they 
apparently don't use much in the way of health services either, as 
evidenced by the statistic given on the show that about 50% of 
Travellers don't make it past the age of 50.   Three, without the 
expense of a mortgage, there's a lot of money freed up over the 
years to save. There's obviously more to it, and I searched online a 
bit yesterday with the same question, but the answers are largely 
bigoted and accusatory. So we'll likely never get the whole story, 
and that's okay.   If the TLC version is different from the British 
version, then maybe I'm wrong, but I have found the series thus far 
(I've just started episode 5) to be fascinating, fairly well balanced, 
and an incredible look at a very fierce people. If nothing else it 
becomes a jumping off place for people to want to learn more, just 
as you are here. The feeling I've gotten from the series so far is that 
it's not for anyone to judge, and that while there are some 

 



 

"negative" aspects to the culture ("grabbing", women's place in the 
community, etc.), there are just as many corollaries in British and 
American cultures.   
posted by mireille at 10:49 AM on June 19, 2011 
* 
I don't think the production company pays for anything. The TLC 
show isn't new--it's the recut British TV version.   
posted by Ideefixe at 11:08 AM on June 19, 2011 
* 
The Television Without Pity forum has been very helpful in 
satisfying my (shameful) curiosity.  posted by Sweetie Darling at 
12:28 PM on June 19, 2011 [1 favorite] 
* 
It's awful. It's exploitative and an inaccurate representation of 
gypsies and travellers.  if you don't know anything about them, 
then how are you coming to this conclusion? the show seems to me 
to be portraying travelers and romani in a fairly balanced way. as 
explained in the show, there are very big prejudices in general 
british society against these groups of ppl, and their self-isolation 
is a big contributing factor.  as for the weddings, like a few have 
said above, these are major life events in their communities. the 
girls have pretty much been dreaming and planning their weddings 
since they were children—and they are encouraged to do so. 
college isn't an option (much less secondary education), so the 
expense of an education is not saved for, leaving families to use 
that money for lavish weddings and communion parties.  
posted by violetk at 12:37 PM on June 19, 2011 
* 
Coming from a culture where weddings are an important event, I 
can tell you that many people save up all their lives for their 
children's weddings, in particular their daughters. In Pakistan, you 
can even invest in a "wedding fund" in the same way as you can 
invest in a "college education fund." Paradoxically, the poorer 
segments of society are likely to put on incredibly lavish wedding 
parties.   posted by bardophile at 12:38 PM on June 19, 2011 

 



 

* 
I don't know, violetk. Did you read that Television Without Pity 
thread? I'm a couple of pages in, and it certainly doesn't sound like 
people there are getting a balanced picture of Traveller culture. I 
guess it's now ok to refer to entire ethnic groups as "low-down 
trashy morons"?   
posted by craichead at 12:40 PM on June 19, 2011 
* 
This show does not feature Romani and surprised they call them 
Gypsies, when they aren't. The way these guys live and Romani 
are different. Different struggles too especially much having to do 
with skin color.  
posted by InterestedInKnowing at 1:17 PM on June 19, 2011 
* 
I haven't seen the show, but a few months ago I heard an 
interesting item on BBC Radio 3's excellent Night Waves 
programme. The presenter discussed MBFG Wedding's 
representation of gypsy culture and its relationship to how that 
culture is perceived more widely with three writers / artists of 
gypsy/Romany/traveller backgrounds.   It's no longer available to 
listen to on the BBC website, but someone has uploaded it to 
YouTube, so you can hear it there.  posted by Busy Old Fool at 
1:17 PM on June 19, 2011 [2 favorites] 
* 
I know a family that has Traveller tendencies. They have a LOT 
of money, because they live very much within their means, deal in 
cash and don't deal with credit. (And, sadly, when they do it is 
usually some kind of scam.) They are very adept at finding 
loopholes in society. For example, when they need to go to the 
hospital, they use fake names. They are in the construction 
business, and deal in passable levels of quality, volume and slight 
skimming of materials. As such, they have storage units full of 
unused construction materials, available for cash sale.  
Things like that.    
posted by gjc at 1:21 PM on June 19, 2011 [1 favorite] 

 



 

* 
This show does not feature Romani and surprised they call them 
Gypsies, when they aren't.  Gypsy is a broad term and it certainly 
does include Irish Travellers. When a British person refers to 
gypsies they are almost always referring to Travellers, not Roma.   
posted by ninebelow at 3:23 PM on June 19, 2011 
* 
The vast majority of travellers around where I grew up in England 
were Romani, not Irish (I just mention this as a data point).  I'm not 
sure why people are making such a big deal of health costs - 
travelers can use the NHS like anyone else. There are barriers to 
getting continuity of care (though there are initiatives to try and 
deal with this, like health records that you can carry with you 
rather than being lodged in one place), and there is prejudice (but 
there is also a word-of-mouth network among traveller 
communities to try and avoid it - the local maternity hospital where 
I grew up had lots of women from traveling communities 
deliberately coming there because they were known to not be nasty 
to them) but travelers can and do use the NHS.   I agree with things 
like the cash economy and saving up as well. Another thing is that 
traditionally Romani and other traveling families kept their savings 
in the form of gold jewelry (banking not being readily accessible) - 
which has the advantage of being able to be 'liquidated' for 
something like a wedding very easily, unlike for example money 
tied in a mortgage.    
posted by Coobeastie at 3:53 PM on June 19, 2011 
* 
One of the largest settlements of Travellers in the US is near where 
I live and they are very much a fixture locally. In terms of just 
learning more about them, typical views are put forth in this movie 
and this article from Time. More sympathetic viewpoints can be 
found here and there. The most of the local ones are actually quite 
affluent; the men still spend much of the warmer months traveling, 
but in very nice work trucks, while the rest of the family stays 
home and tools around in Lexuses and Cadillacs. These homes 

 



 

should give you an idea of their financial status.   
posted by TedW at 4:01 PM on June 19, 2011 [1 favorite] 
* 
[folks, can we not make this into a derail about the TV show? I 
know it's sort of a weird question, please either answer or move on, 
thank you]  posted by jessamyn at 6:24 AM on June 20, 2011 
* 
These links tell you about the culture that enables them to 
circumvent traditional, more public displays of income which 
would reveal how much the gowns, venue etc. are worth.. 
posted by ~Sushma~ at 8:53 AM on June 20, 2011 
                                                                                                         
©Ask Metafilter 
***************************************************** 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2012/feb/10/the-
conversation-big-fat-gypsy-weddings?newsfeed=true  
                                  The conversation:  
  Does Big Fat Gypsy Weddings tell the truth about Travellers? 
              Published By: Guardian - Today, Feb 11, 2012 
 
As this TV hit returns to our screens, Gypsy-born journalist Roxy 
Freeman claims it harms the communities it portrays, while 
producer Jes Wilkins insists it helps them.   Big Fat Gypsy 
Weddings is back on TV next week, promising vast dresses, glitter 
and another look into the "secretive" life of Gypsies and Travellers.  
But is it representative of these communities, or has it been 
damaging? Jes Wilkins, the executive producer, and Roxy 
Freeman, a journalist who grew up in a Gypsy community, discuss.   
 
But first, asks Emine Saner, what can we expect from this series?   
Jes Wilkins: It is very much the same show.  Every episode we did 
last year touched on different themes, and we've tried to do the 
same again this year.  So we're looking at education, the 
relationship with authority and the different challenges Travellers 
are facing, but with an eye on celebrations.  Roxy Freeman: The 
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series was not an accurate portrayal of any kind of travelling 
community I've ever known.  It was very sensationalist and not 
made to improve communications between travelling people and 
settled people. 
 
JW: There is no one travelling community and we have filmed in 
communities all over the country and heard a lot of different 
voices.  What we show in the series is very true to their lives.  We 
have always had that emphasis on celebrations, and within the 
community there has been a trend for these big weddings.  Beyond 
that, we are proud that we have tackled more serious issues.  We 
have got our audience through the weddings and the big dresses, 
but we have made them stay with issues they might not usually 
stay with, such as illiteracy, domestic abuse and evictions from 
sites. 
 
RF: I know lots of people from different Traveller communities 
and I've never seen a wedding on the scale of anything like those 
on your show.  I think it is exaggerated for the cameras and the 
way the programme is edited makes a lot of the contributors come 
across as ignorant and it turns them into a bit of a joke. 
 
JW: We have never said every wedding in the Traveller 
communities are like those in this show.  We're not exaggerating 
them because we observe them. 
 
RF: The narrator says something like, "This gets to the heart of 
Gypsy life", and it doesn't.  There could have been a programme 
that was a lot more positive, rather than, "Look at these people.  
Aren't they funny?" It is about having a laugh, isn't it? People 
laugh at them. 
 
JW: There is no question people are entertained by it, but I think 
people also feel they are learning a lot and are seeing a world they 
don't usually see, and are interested in the issues that come up.  So 

 



 

many people have said we have created a positive reaction towards 
the community.  Travellers have said people have given them a 
chance in a way that was different from what they had seen 
beforehand – prejudiced opinions based on what people have read 
in the tabloids.  I think we've brought a human face to the people 
behind the headlines. 
 
RF: I haven't found that – I've found people still have the same 
prejudices, but now they think there's this entertaining side as well.  
The number of times people ask me, "Do you spray-tan children in 
your family?" [In an episode in the last series, a six-year-old was 
given a spray tan for her first holy communion.] I've never seen a 
spray-tanned child, but people remember bits from the programme 
and think that's what everyone who lives in a caravan does.  And it 
isn't.  The whole grabbing thing [a supposed "dating" ritual, where 
teenage boys chase and "grab" teenage girls, who often look 
unwilling], I don't know anyone who's ever heard of grabbing. 
 
JW: Lots of people have, and we have repeatedly come across 
people telling us about it.  All we can do is flick what we see.  It 
provoked a bigger reaction than we could ever have anticipated.  
We set out to flick what we find, and that's what we found.  Some 
of those things are positive, some are unfamiliar and can be 
shocking to people.  We didn't go out looking for things with any 
agenda. 
 
RF: Did the contributors all know each other?                        
 
JW: No. We have made 14 shows, and there are three or four 
characters in each of the shows, so there are certainly people who 
might be at a few of the same weddings.  But we filmed all over 
the country; we filmed Irish Travellers, Romany Travellers, 
English Travellers – a really broad range of people. 
 
RF: I wouldn't deny that Irish travellers have lavish weddings, but 

 



 

this is way beyond anything I've ever heard of.  If you are not 
targeting a particular community, it must be that they are 
increasing the extravagance for the TV cameras. 
 
Emine Saner: Do you pay for any of the weddings? 
 
JW: No.  On many of the weddings we've filmed, we've only met 
them the day before, so they can't possibly be doing it just for us, 
because they've already booked the venue and had their dress 
made.  We just turn up to document what we see, so I don't think 
things are exaggerated.  A lot of the criticism has been from older 
people, and our show is in some ways about the clash between 
ancient traditions and modern fashions.  A lot of the girls we flick 
really adhere very strongly to a lot of those traditions – yet they are 
so influenced by elements of pop culture, and we see that in the 
dancing and the clothes.  There are quite a few times when we 
meet the grandmother of a bride who says it wasn't like this in her 
day.  We've created an interest beyond our series and, as a result, 
we've seen other TV programmes and newspaper articles around 
Traveller communities so hopefully we've played a small part in 
other people taking a wider interest in the community. 
 
RF: But the problem is, the things that are very popular are the 
things that are more shocking, like the weddings. 
 
JW: We've changed some people's opinions, but not everybody's.   
But we don't think we're creating that prejudice and racism. 
 
RF: I think you have changed opinions, but people have changed 
from being scared of Gypsies and Travellers to being a little bit 
scared, but also thinking they're funny.  I'm not convinced that's a 
positive change.  Yes, [the lives of Travellers] is being discussed 
more, but racism is still rife.  I don't think it should be that Gypsies 
and Travellers should be secretive, it's better to have 
communication, but I don't think it's the best approach to make it 

 



 

more of a joke. 
 
ES: What would you like to see in a documentary about 
Travellers? 
 
RF: I'd love to see something about the different Traveller groups 
that focuses more on the skills, artistic side, artists, musicians, the 
community aspect. 
 
Most travelling people have incredible skills with animals.  Many 
people who grow up on the road don't have an education, but learn 
all sorts of other things.  You did touch on the community aspect, 
and people are always lamenting how community spirit has died in 
Britain, but it certainly hasn't in Gypsy Traveller communities.  I 
don't absolutely hate the programme, but it's not the sort of TV that 
appeals to me.  Television has the power to educate, and I don't 
think Big Fat Gypsy Weddings does.    
 
COMMENTS 
Staff  Contributor  JonathanBW  10 February 2012 9:54PM   
Television misrepresents everything and everybody it portrays; it's 
the nature of the medium.  
* 
Collar  10 February 2012 9:59PM    Does Eastenders represent the 
east end of London.  Does Coronations Street represent 
Manchester.  Does made in Chelsea represent Chelsea type people. 
Does Shameless represent the underclass.  Shheeessshhh  Is this 
what the INTELLIGENTSIA of the Guardian come down too!  
* 
Collar  10 February 2012 10:00PM   Sorry - my mistake - it's a 
plug for a new television series - as you were. 
* 
KrawuziKapuzi  10 February 2012 10:00PM      I don't actually 
watch that kind of pseudo reality TV. But Roxy, saying basically, 
picture us the way I'd like to perceive ourselves or bugger off, 

 



 

that's kind of daft. And waving the race card? Tut tut    
* 
RabbitPunch    10 February 2012 10:00PM  An ethnic minority 
that demands a separateness from the host society, yet has a huge 
sense of entitlement and victimhood is ultimately doomed to 
extinction. 
* 
Pdap26   10 February 2012 10:01PM   This comment was 
removed by a moderator because it didn't abide by our community 
standards. Replies may also be deleted.  
* 
KrawuziKapuzi  10 February 2012 10:06PM    An ethnic minority 
that demands a separateness from the host society, yet has a huge 
sense of entitlement and victimhood is ultimately doomed to 
extinction   It's 2012 mate, non-victimhood went out of fashion 20 
years ago 
* 
vitaelampada  10 February 2012 10:07PM   Roxy seems 
preoccupied that this series will give the wrong impression and the 
view of travellers held by the settled community will be worsened. 
But the series is a bit rose-tinted for that to happen. The series does 
them a favour. None of the issues that create conflict between 
travellers and the settled community are explored in any depth.  It's 
just a succession of colourful people with an awful lot of cash to 
spend on luxury vehicles and eye catching bling. It's disneyfication 
of a far more problematic culture and lifestyle. 
* 
U00010  10 February 2012 10:18PM  Confusing drama with 
documentary appears to be the by product of that shitty reality 
television. Some people on this thread really should engage their 
brains. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Big_Fat_Gypsy_Weddingshttp://en.wi
kipedia.org/wiki/Big_Fat_Gypsy_Weddings 
* 
dirkbruere  10 February 2012 10:25PM   The first "documentary" 

 



 

I came across on the Net years ago was called "Pikey Apocalypse" 
and featured bare knuckle fighting competitions amongst 
Travellers. I suppose that is unrepresentative as well, but videos of 
people eating pie and chips does not make for exciting viewing.      
* 
thetrashheap     10 February 2012 10:33PM    The cultural 
relativism of the Big Fat Gypsy wedding is disgusting.  Instead of 
documentaries exposing the horrendous sexism, we have reality 
TV "documentaries" joking about it. Did everybody see the 
procession of little teenage girls whole lives are over in their teens 
and they see it out with a child fantasy wedding...Who would have 
thought sexism could be so funny. The show is twisted. Not 
because it degrades traveller culture but because it defends the 
indefensible.     
* 
SleepieHead  10 February 2012 10:33PM   This comment was 
removed by a moderator because it didn't abide by our community 
standards. Replies may also be deleted.  
* 
SamuelSmiles   10 February 2012 10:36PM   Does Big Fat Gypsy 
Weddings tell the truth about Travellers?  Are they Gypsies or are 
they Travellers? Most seem to be Travellers. I was told there was a 
difference but in the show the narrator seems to label Travellers as 
Gypsies.  I like the show. It reinforces my prejudices about 
Travellers. Travellers setup a site near my old workplace in 
Hackney Wick.     
* 
Chanch   10 February 2012 10:43PM 
This comment was removed by a moderator because it didn't abide 
by our community standards. Replies may also be deleted.  
* 
undemocratic   10 February 2012 10:47PM    I have lived in the 
country for most of my life, and have therefore had gypsy friends 
and some less than friends .Because a person cannot read does. not 
make them stupid. They wish to lead a life that does not conform, 

 



 

but they are aligned or rather often associated with a criminal 
underclass as opposed to a criminal upper class. We should accept 
that modernisation is not a blanket.   
* 
PortreathBoy   10 February 2012 10:52PM   Roxy Freeman in 
denial of truth - shock!      
* 
GlynnR    10 February 2012 10:53PM   Not a fan of 
travelers/Gypsies or whatever you want to call them. Seen a bit of 
one of the shows where some girl got married in a dress so big she 
could hardly get it in the tiny Disney style carriage. That show 
made them all look like fools and idiots to laugh at so I guess I 
would agree with Roxy on that point.   
* 
Chanch  10 February 2012 10:56PM  Appreciate the last part.  As 
to "whatever you want to call them", there is a plain matter of fact:  
Irish Travellers are a distinct ethnic group (recognised as such in 
British law) hailing from Ireland, with their own language and 
customs.  English Romanies/Gypsies are a separate ethnic group of 
Indian origin, with a different language and customs of their own 
* 
bead maker  10 February 2012 11:00PM    I blame Jerry Springer. 
* 
JinWales    10 February 2012 11:01PM   You will never know the 
truth about travellers, they don't want you to, which is fair enough. 
But google, facebook et al know, as they know about all of us. 
* 
Jack55   10 February 2012 11:03PM   Travellers are far more 
harmed by their own actions and the coddling of the state than they 
are by a TV show. Does "My Super Sweet 16" fairly represent rich 
people?                       
* 
Chanch   10 February 2012 11:07PM  Never seen it but the Tory 
party certainly represents their interests! (and no-one else's)      
* 

 



 

retrorik   10 February 2012 11:11PM    21st century freak show. A 
circus.    
* 
GlynnR   10 February 2012 11:11PM   Yes thanks I do know the 
difference. Never see any Romanies in my area but have plenty of 
Irish travelers. I should have stated I am not a fan of Irish travelers 
as I cannot remember ever having any trouble from Romany 
Gypsies. 
* 
highlife      10 February 2012 11:16PM   Assuming they're not 
acting, it at least represents the people on it. The fact that they live 
up to some bad stereotypes of the Gypsy community would tend to 
suggest that such stereotypes are not the vicious media fiction that 
you think they are.  It's a bit like people acting like Abu Qatada is a 
"pantomime villain" being used to stir up hate against the Islamic 
community - he is what he is. You can't criticize the media for his 
depiction, just because he doesn't conform to your own 
stereotypes. 
* 
blue Burmese  10 February 2012 11:23PM     This comment was 
removed by a moderator because it didn't abide by our community 
standards. Replies may also be deleted.  
* 
Chanch      10 February 2012 11:39PM    Funny that, because I 
remember the Travellers moving onto a scrap heap hitherto used by 
the council for stashing wrecked cars and tipping hardcore, 
cleaning it up and making it liveable, being kicked off after years 
of struggling to stay, using riot police with tasers, and the 
arbitrarily-described "greenbelt land" that the local council claimed 
it was defending being turned into trenches reminiscent of WWI. 
That's where "ethnic cleansing" appeared a far more plausible 
motive than a sudden passion for the greenbelt by a council which 
was simultaneously planning massive construction on real 
greenbelt land.  That was Dale Farm by the way.          
* 

 



 

engineman      10 February 2012 11:40PM   just the usual TV 
puke, there's an off button on these contraptions or you can flick 
over and watch family guy. 
* 
Chanch   10 February 2012 11:41PM   (Land they had bought, it 
should not be forgotten either)     
* 
GlynnR    10 February 2012 11:45PM   Funny that as I remember 
travelers rolling up on the rugby club playing fields and working as 
rubbish collectors and dumping all the shit they collected on the 
land opposite my house then pissing off and leaving the taxpayer 
to pick up the bill for cleaning up the mess which stretched the 
whole length of 3 rugby pitches.   
* 
GlynnR   10 February 2012 11:48PM   Was that land that they 
bought in the Green Belt and were not allowed to build on it like 
everyone else who lived in that area but they went ahead anyway 
and broke the law            
* 
Chanch  10 February 2012 11:49PM   Well, neither of these events 
negates the other. What is objectionable however is the 
generalisation such as I was responding to, which attempts to 
dehumanise a group of people by tarring them all with the same 
brush. Judging many people before one has had a chance to know 
them. Which is why the word for that is prejudice.                            
* 
Chanch   10 February 2012 11:51PM    I'll just say there is a lot 
more to this story than a superficial glance, hindered not aided by 
most of the corporate press. As to "the law" in question, it is not a 
pre-written "law" as such, but instead a decision by a perfectly 
fallible group of individuals working for a local council, which it is 
a mistake to take as the word of God, rather than what it is.  (As an 
example, one of their neighbours -the most vocal against his 
neighbour's presence, Len Gridley, reportedly obtained 
retrospective planning permission having built on "greenbelt" 

 



 

land.)      
* 
Macnelson   10 February 2012 11:54PM   NO is the answer, 
travellers should be treated with respect and respect will be 
reciprocated.              
* 
Chanch   10 February 2012 11:58PM   Indeed, Macnelson, and so 
it is for all people.          
* 
CforCynic  10 February 2012 11:59PM   Nothing about the local's 
lives being made hell then? Or the substantial increase in crime in 
the area?    Thought not. Then again, I actually know someone who 
lives down the road from the damn place.              
* 
GlynnR   11 February 2012 12:00AM     Actually the decision to 
have them evicted was done by the High Court in accordance with 
the law.    The eviction cost the taxpayer £4.5 million. 
* 
GlynnR  11 February 2012 12:04AM    In my experience that is 
bollocks frankly. 
* 
GlynnR  11 February 2012 12:10AM     a quick google search will 
give you news reports up and down the land about travelers 
leaving a mess behind when they leave for the taxpayer to pick up 
the bill.     
* 
HogfartsAcademy   11 February 2012 12:40AM     This comment 
was removed by a moderator because it didn't abide by our 
community standards. Replies may also be deleted.   
* 
lardy scotsman    11 February 2012 12:49AM   Does Big Fat 
Gypsy Weddings tell the truth about Travellers?  No of course not.   
Its bubble gum television. What did you expect?    
* 
Sparebulb    11 February 2012 1:02AM    I’ve employed 

 



 

Travellers and you find good and bad as you do everywhere, I’ve 
been to Hindu weddings that are quite different to ‘our’ weddings. 
I think that travellers get unfairly blamed for any crime in the area, 
they don’t like paying tax but who does? They will take shortcuts 
at work, but who won’t if you allow them to? We should remember 
that many of the traveller families (I’m thinking Irish travellers) 
built our canals, then our railways, and then our motorways- there 
are issues within the traveller community but not all of them are 
particular to that community.      
* 
DonkeyLogic   11 February 2012 1:21AM   This comment was 
removed by a moderator because it didn't abide by our community 
standards. Replies may also be deleted. . 
* 
Grosser   11 February 2012 1:44AM  It is all about who can wear 
the next victim chip.    
* 
up north  11 February 2012 1:48AM   Was anybody forced to take 
part in this show?  No? well then they have nothing to moan about 
if they come across looking like tits.  This is the Graun however, so 
we are all guilty racists and sooner or later the coalition and/or I/P 
will be worked into the conversation and then someone will come 
along and tell us we need to pay more tax to atone for all the nasty 
things people say about pikeys. Whoops, sorry I meant the 
wonderful, honest, hard working traveling community. 
* 
Chanch    11 February 2012 1:52AM  I'm sure a lot of French 
reports can be found about Arabs causing crime in France or US 
news items about African Americans doing so in the US. And it 
would be short sightedly simplistic to believe the reason is "just 
because these people are all criminals".   Btw. The High Court 
decision was not what you referred to earlier, rather it came after 
what you referred to as "the law" that supposedly applied to all in 
the same area equally, and which none but the Travellers had 
challenged. (which is not the case. Their neighbour being a case in 

 



 

point as I mentioned).     
* 
Chanch  11 February 2012 1:53AM   It's not the people taking part 
in the show who are overwhelmingly upset. 
* 
Chanch   11 February 2012 1:56AM   Yes, and knowing that 
person is what leads you to scientifically link their presence (over 
ten years) to a supposed substantial increase in crime in the area. 
Does saying "damn" place simply give the final stamp of authority 
to your analysis?                
* 
GlynnR    11 February 2012 2:10AM   I think many, probably the 
majority of this country think that travelers are criminals and you 
can post here all day and it is not going to change that fact as many 
have had some experience of them unless you think all these 
stories are just made up to give them a bad name.  
* 
SHAUNXX   11 February 2012 2:45AM    Roxy, come clean. The 
travellers that are on the box aren't the real ones. Come to Kilburn 
and meet the ones that have been here for decades. They don't 
travel, they have houses, businesses and don't claim benefits. They 
are part of the community. Don't get me wrong they are hard as 
nails but don't take liberties. 
* 
sugarcoated snack   11 February 2012 3:04AM   This comment 
was removed by a moderator because it didn't abide by our 
community standards. Replies may also be deleted.  
* 
memeroot     11 February 2012 3:15AM   I've seen the filming of 
these and its about as true as TOWIE  Even the crew seem down 
cast as they direct the narrative.  A sad picture of the entertainment 
world. 
* 
PortreathBoy 11 February 2012 8:48AM   I don't actually watch 
that kind of pseudo reality TV. But Roxy, saying basically, picture 

 



 

us the way I'd like to perceive ourselves or bugger off, that's kind 
of daft. And waving the race card? Tut tut   Not to mention she 
uses the terms "Gypsy" and "Traveller" interchangably, when they 
are explicitly not. 
* 
Mercurey   11 February 2012 9:01AM   What it shows is C4 etc is 
run by people devoid of ideas. What was a decent one hour of TV 
has been flogged to death.  There are now more programmes about 
Gypsies than Gypsies.   So we learn, they have garish tastes and 
they fight. Thanks for that.  Now there is a big world out there, 
cover it.  The demise of C4 is one of the sadder cultural declines.     
* 
EricOlthwaite   11 February 2012 9:24AM  Are you aware of the 
distinction between documentary and drama?   
* 
Yeahyeahsure    11 February 2012 9:51AM  Roxy's attitude 
annoys me. You're a journalist. You don't like how your community 
are being represented. Do something about it, instead of bitching. 
* 
OwainJones  11 February 2012 9:52AM  Who knows if it is 
representative or not? But it's compulsive viewing and thanks to 
this plug we won't miss the new series.   All my life I've seen 
farmers having to blockade entrances to their fields with old 
trailers, haystacks etc. I don't suppose they do this for their health. 
No documentary about big dresses will ever make up for the mess 
left behind by an illegal site. They should all camp out on 
Prescott's lawn, seeing as he loves them so much.     
* 
LittleRichardjohn   11 February 2012 9:56AM 
When we see the forthcoming series   BIG FAT TOFF 
WEDDINGS  by the same director, we will know just how serious 
she is.     
* 
swcentral  11 February 2012 10:38AM    Maybe one of the shows 
should look at their tax returns and the finacial contribution they 

 



 

make to society.     
* 
CrashBall 11 February 2012 10:40AM    Does it tell the truth? 
Does it fuck.  It presents them as a race of dim but excitable semi-
foreigners who it's ok to laugh at and be slightly racist towards. 
Perfect tv for middle class England.   However, since the show 
shows no moral courage whatsoever a real light never gets shined 
on Traveler "society" and "culture".  Maybe when the show 
properly address some of the serious issues then it'll be taken 
seriously. Issues like,  Traveler crime,  the real scale of violence in 
their community,  women treated solely as property and brood 
mares,  land theft,  the damage done to settled communities they 
"visit", their view that education is something to oppose and resist,  
the staggering violence meted out to the few Traveler men brave 
enough to come out as gay and the high levels of suicide among 
those who hide it, the appallingly low life expectancy due to the 
squalor they chose to live in and from health defects arising from 
far higher than normal levels of familial intermarriage,  and that's 
just off the top of my head.  Maybe if we see a show address some 
of those points then we'll see a show that tells the truth about them.                   
* 
escapethegreyzone    11 February 2012 10:58AM 
My own personal experience told me the truth about travellers.   A 
local country park was illegally taken over by an encampment of 
50+ "caravans" and associated vehicles. It was not a pretty site.  I 
wouldn't have minded so much for the utter filth they brought with 
them. Building materials were dumped across playing fields where 
children played, domestic rubbish, was thrown into ditches, 
literally anywhere was used as a toilet - human feces was 
intermingled with disused gas canisters and kitchen waste. The 
councils vehicle depo at the site was broken into and parts were 
ripped off council vehicles presumably to replace parts on the 
travellers many vans. Members of the public stopped using the site, 
some of the few remaining people who used the park reported 
being threatened and verbally abused by the travellers. The 

 



 

travellers lit fires where plastic was burnt giving off thick clouds of 
noxious gas. The Police were often on site and there was more than 
one burnt out car, presumably stolen. The place soon teamed with 
rats - once the travellers left the situation was so bad pest control 
experts spent weeks shooting and poisoning rats.  When they 
finally left it was up to the council to clean up. As I was working 
for the council at the time I was required to removed some of the 
items physically blocking the roadways and pathways. I removed 
gas canisters, burnt mattresses, dirty nappies, disgusting bags of 
rotting rubbish which had burst open and had blown across the 
nature reserve attracting vermin. I'm pretty sure there were 
syringes mixed in the waste.  It was truly disgusting, it looked (and 
sometimes smelt) like a war zone. It was actually a public health 
hazard and areas had to actually be excluded to the public for their 
own safety.  For the poor old timers in the council who had the job 
of cleaning up the really disgusting stuff, human excrement, 
disused nappies, sanitary products, rotting food - they'd seen it all 
before, they knew what to expect.  I was pretty shocked, the liberal 
media always reported travellers as persecuted souls only looking 
for a quiet place to stop and lay their heads.  My experience 
couldn't have been further from the truth. 
 
Based on my experience shows like Big Fat Gypsy wedding if 
anything portray travellers in an extremely biased, highly positive 
light. The general ignorance, squalor, filth, intimidation and costs 
to the rest of society SOME (probably not all, but enough of a 
majority to give the travellers a bad name) of the travellers bring in 
their wake to many local comunities just trying to get on with life 
is not covered fairly in shows like Big Fat Gypsy Weddings.  From 
what I saw their was nothing glamorous about the travellers 
lifestyle, I don't really know how a documentary COULD portray 
many of these people in anything but a negative light.  If you want 
the reality. Don't watch TV. Head down to your local travellers 
encampment, I'm sure you'll be made welcome. I knew someone 
who had a shotgun pulled out and pointed at him for straying on to 

 



 

the perimeter of their site when out taking the dog for a walk. They 
seem like a nice bunch. 
* 
AneliyaEssex   11 February 2012 11:14AM   These at least feature 
in the high volume magazine media, especially if there is 
interbreeding with the celebritariat.      
* 
Alexander   11 February 2012 11:26AM 
Response to GlynnR, 11 February 2012 12:00AM 
'The ‘law' is a sop to NIMBYs as is the relentless expansion of the 
'Green Belt' - it has doubled in size since its inception in the 1950s.   
Recommend? (3) 
* 
Alexander 11 February 2012 11:27AM 
Response to yeahyeahsure, 11 February 2012 9:51AM 
She IS doing something about it - you're reading the article, aren't 
you?  'Bitching' is the first step in getting anything done. Being 
meek and mild merely makes you a doormat.  Recommend? (4) 
* 
Yeahyeahsure   11 February 2012 11:37AM 
Response to Alexander, 11 February 2012 11:27AM 
That's not doing something about it.  That's like not voting, and 
then saying ''the government doesn't listen to us''.  The only people 
who can give a real, in-depth look at traveller life and society are 
travellers themselves. Here we have someone who is both a 
traveller AND a journalist. It's sort of a no-brainer.  
Recommend? (5) 
* 
Alexander  11 February 2012 12:40PM 
Response to yeahyeahsure, 11 February 2012 11:37AM 
And here she is, raising the issues and providing that perspective. 
Where's the problem?    Recommend? (2) 
* 
TollyM  11 February 2012 1:19PM 
Never watch the show, but I remember the problems, thefts and 

 



 

filth caused by some when they pitched camp a quarter of a mile or 
so from where we live.  Recommend? (16) 
* 
Newbunkle  11 February 2012 1:36PM 
Response to RabbitPunch, 10 February 2012 10:00PM  “An ethnic 
minority that demands a separateness from the host society, yet 
has a huge sense of entitlement and victimhood is ultimately 
doomed to extinction.” 
 
Yes, the Royals are really pushing their luck.   
* 
HaimonaKokirri   11 February 2012 1:45PM 
SO, when's ' My Big Fat Gypsy Bare Knuckle Punch Up' going to 
hit the screen? Recommend? (5) 
* 
CapnB  11 February 2012 1:46PM 
I watched "Gypsy blood" earlier this year.  Surprised the Guardian 
didn't run a comment on the excellent parenting skills I saw there !     
Recommend? (11) 
* 
davesays   11 February 2012 2:11PM 
I would like to know where they get their money from.   
Recommend? (4) 
* 
HMSPettycoat   11 February 2012 2:20PM   All i saw when i 
watched it once - was a group of people, getting drunk in Ireland - 
fair play it was a wedding, all arriving in posh motors from 
massive homes getting more drunk. I thing the groom was 26 and 
the bride was 16/17? Perfectly legal and which seemed a good 
knees up.   Then after the wedding they all seem to get the ferry 
back to England and to their caravans - seems a waste to have such 
a nice house in Ireland then move back to a static caravan site in 
the UK. 
* 
HMSPettycoat   11 February 2012 2:21PM 

 



 

Response to Newbunkle, 11 February 2012 1:36PM 
Oh dear - i think you find that the popularity of the Royals out 
weighs your chip concerning the Royals. But when does the cif 
community ever listen to stats when it goes against their minority 
views?     Recommend? (7) 
* 
ItsAnOutrage2   11 February 2012 2:25PM 
Response to Sparebulb, 11 February 2012 1:02AM 
“I think that travellers get unfairly blamed for any crime in the 
area…” 
I wonder why? 
“They will take shortcuts at work, but who won’t if you allow 
them to?” 
Me. 
* 
Pragmatism   11 February 2012 3:41PM 
We have been taught by our betters during the Labour government 
that gypsies, tinkers and possibly the amorphous "travellers" are 
racially defined. Thus they are beyond criticism.               
Recommend? (7) 
* 
Pragmatism   11 February 2012 3:44PM 
Response to davesays, 11 February 2012 2:11PM 
This comment was removed by a moderator because it didn't abide 
by our community standards. Replies may also be deleted.  
* 
 cynddeiriog  11 February 2012 3:44PM 
“if you want the reality. Don't watch TV. Head down to your local 
travellers encampment, I'm sure you'll be made welcome. I knew 
someone who had a shotgun pulled out and pointed at him for 
straying on to the perimeter of their site when out taking the dog 
for a walk. They seem like a nice bunch.” 
 
Well, perhaps that's got a little something to do with the hostility 
that locals show to them.  I've had friends that are Romany or 

 



 

related to travellers all my life, as one does if one mixes in 
lurcher/harness cob circles, and have no illusions about the good 
and the bad in them as with all people. My half-romany friend has 
had her own problems with the less savoury ' Travellers' too. They 
are a very decent family, their main pastime is harness racing and 
they all meet up on weekends with their coloured cobs in harness 
to go in convoy to their favourite pub. Their weddings and 
celebrations are no different to any other people. What is being 
shown in these so-called documentaries is not representative of the 
wider traveller community, but possibly only a minority who may 
well be playing things up for the camera.   If you want to film a 
real freak show, take your cameras to a Hunt ball and film the 
antics of the chinless inbreds, a far more grotesque spectacle in my 
experience.   Recommend? (6) 
* 
cynddeiriog11 February 2012 4:00PM 
Response to Pragmatism, 11 February 2012 3:44PM 
When your lot have sorted out the culture of tax evasion at the top 
of society, perhaps you will be in a position to take the moral high-
ground. Recommend? (8) 
* 
Pragmatism 11 February 2012 4:12PM 
Response to cynddeiriog, 11 February 2012 4:00PM 
I don't and never have evaded tax. Therefore regardless of others I 
am in a position to take the moral high-ground.     Recommend? 
(7) 
* 
Macnelson  11 February 2012 4:12PM 
Yes your right in most cases but you have to try  Recommend? (0) 
* 
maisiedotts   11 February 2012 4:26PM 
Response to swcentral, 11 February 2012 10:38AM 
Ooooo good idea, can we do one on "Big Fat Banker's Lifestyle" 
that should have us all glued to the screen. Recommend? (1) 
* 

 



 

AnonUK  11 February 2012 5:06PM 
Response to cynddeiriog, 11 February 2012 3:44PM 
Where's the traveller Chris Rock when you need him? 
Recommend? (0) 
* 
HudsonBarBarfly 11 February 2012 5:13PM 
This comment was removed by a moderator because it didn't abide 
by our community standards. Replies may also be deleted.  
* 
U00010       11 February 2012 5:25PM 
Would it be too much to ask for a real documentary?  After all 
'reality' television is just cheep rubbish dumped on television to 
pollute minds and for people to stumble over and injure their 
intellects.   Not exactly posh is it !   And some of the comments on 
this thread which are really thinly veiled racism. Shame on you.  
Your posts would not be up there for five minutes if they were 
racist Jewish stereotypes being thrown around.  But racist Romani 
stereotypes appear to be ok. Shame on you.   Shame. 
Recommend? (5) 
* 
angelamarica     11 February 2012 5:30PM 
I watched Roxy on tv last year and she does seem to have come 
from a particular group of Gypsies. Her life sounded very different 
from the ones portrayed on tv. Must be very different styles of 
living, for different groups.   The funniest story I have heard is my 
Serbian brother-in-law going to mend a car for a client. The guy 
turned out to be a gypsy. His family with 5 children lived in one 
crumbling room, not uncommon then, poor, hungry and dirty, but 
he had built a huge garage, carpeted and decorated, to house his 
new car!  I have seen gypsies begging on the streets there in -20 
degrees, with a half naked baby to invoke sympathy. Children with 
cigarette burns all down their arms, begging for alcoholic fathers. 
Kids of 6 looking after 5 younger ones and coming to the park to 
play with large knives. People treat them like vermin. That's not 
right either. Their life span is about 38 years.  Some live in houses 

 



 

as clean and spick and span as a new pin, get a job, get educated. 
Cause no problems.  No stereotypes please, I would agree with 
Roxy that I would like to see more animal training, more music, 
and a more in-depth explanation of where all this money comes 
from. Although perhaps in the groups they are showing, culture has 
come down to fake tan and a big puffy dress, but I'm sure these 
people in no way represent the average.            Recommend? (1) 
* 
U00010    11 February 2012 5:34PM 
Response to Pragmatism, 11 February 2012 4:12PM 
All the right wing have to offer is disdain. Morality is just a fantasy 
as far as your lot is concerned.                   Recommend? (9) 
* 
Spoutwell  11 February 2012 6:49PM 
What is the point of 'multiculturalism' and 'tolerance' when shite 
like this is allowed on tv to reinforce every stereotype that exists 
about travellers?  Why the big fuss about travellers fighting 
bareknuckle with some sort of rules and not a word about the 
'fights' that occur every weekend inside and outside pubs where 
young men lacerate and scar each other for life? Is it because the 
documentary makers would rather look down on another group in 
society than portray the fuck-ups in their own group?   Then there's 
the travellers who lay paving and tarmac - always a ready target for 
a squeeky clean documaker who never did a day's cash-in-hand in 
his life ('cos he didn't need to).   How shocking that a group in 
society can find work when every guardian reader worth their salt 
knows 'there's no work out there'. When will they ever learn?   
How about a documentary (instead of a brad pitt egotrip movie) 
about the Irish travellers who are beating some of the best amateur 
boxers in Ireland and Europe - with gloves on?   It's been going on 
for a good many years now, but then who wants to hear about 
travellers being as good or better than everyone else when you can 
watch shite like "Big Fat **** wedding"?        Recommend? (1) 
* 
UncleHARRIE   11 February 2012 7:00PM 

 



 

the reason they splash out on the dresses and put a bit of a show on 
is because they are paid so much money, if you notice the 
reception venues are almost like working mens clubs. and with 
hardly any guest at the church, so paying a lot for the dresses is a 
good investment with all the money its going to bring in.  the 
whole thing is phony.     Recommend? (0) 
* 
HudsonBarBarfly    11 February 2012 7:10PM 
I think the mod who deleted my comment needs to live next to a 
traveller camp.  Remember this mods, when we talk about 
travellers, we are not talking race. From a paper that demonises 
and patronises those white folks who spend all their lives in hell-
hole council estates, I think you are way too supportive to a group 
of people who choose to live outside any of our laws.             
Recommend? (2) 
* 
Pragmatism            11 February 2012 7:19PM 
Response to HudsonBarBarfly, 11 February 2012 7:10PM 
I too had fair points deleted by an officious moderator.   I think you 
are wrong about gypsies and tinkers not being a race. Did not 
lunatic New Labour define them thus? They worked on the 
principle that words mean what they want and to hell with 
accepted usage. So, they are now a race. That is wholly irrelevant 
to criticising the "culture" that the most visible members of that 
race espouse. All one has to do is avoid phrases such a "All gypsies 
are ..." and "Gypsies are ..." with its suggestion of universality. 
"Some gypsies ..." must be OK because "some" means at least one. 
"Many gypsies are ..." might get by if it is regarding something of 
common perception.          Recommend? (1) 
* 
U00010   11 February 2012 7:39PM 
Response to OwainJones, 11 February 2012 9:52AM 
I've seen far bigger mess and pollution and social damage caused 
by legal capitalism.  In fact since the entire species is facing 
extinction due to turbo capitalism blaming mess on a minority is 

 



 

very convenient. I suppose that documentary is forgotten in the 
right wing anti Gypsy hysteria.  Recommend? (0) 
* 
romanlee  11 February 2012 7:42PM 
Response to Sparebulb, 11 February 2012 1:02AM 
Irish navvies were not travellers, they despised them as much as a 
lot of people in Ireland and now England do. most of the Irish who 
built the railways and canals were low paid agricultural workers.         
Recommend? (0) 
* 
U00010   11 February 2012 7:45PM 
And please lets not let the right wingdings turn intelligent debate 
and intelligent points be reduced to the usual thought terminating 
cliches by making the good Gypsy versus the bad Gypsy 
comparison because it is absolutely no different to the Good Jew 
versus the bad Jew or Good nigger versus the bad nigger NON 
argument of racism.   That rhetoric is clearly racist, offensive and 
absurd to the point of being atrocious.       Recommend? (0) 
* 
U00010           11 February 2012 7:47PM 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gypsies         
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Porajmos 
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Gypsy-Weddings-ten-facts-about-Gypsies-and-Travellers.html 
 
Big Fat Gypsy Weddings 10 facts about Gypsies and Travellers 
The success of Channel 4's series about Gypsy weddings has put 
Traveller communities in the spotlight. But where are they 
originally from and which terms cause them offence? 
                          1:36PM GMT 15 Feb 2011 
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1. Gypsies and Travellers have similarly nomadic lifestyles 
(although many settle in one place), but the term gypsy more 
specifically refers to people of Romani origin, an ethnic group that 
can be traced to the Indian subcontinent, while Travellers are 
mainly of Irish or English origin. They are considered an ethnic 
group under British law. 
 
2. The origin of Traveller communities is a subject of debate. Some 
say they come from families affected by Cromwell’s military 
campaign in Ireland in the late 17th century or who began moving 
from place to place during the Irish famine of the 1840s. Others 
say there is evidence of nomadic groups in Ireland as early as the 
5th century, and that the name "Tynker" can be shown to date back 
to the 12th century. 
 
3. They were often called “tinkers” because many were skilled 
tinsmiths, mending pots, pans and tools of local people as they 
moved from place to place, however the influx of plastics made 
this trade redundant. 
 
4. The term “pikey” is offensive to Travellers. It has been used as a 
term of abuse towards gypsies since at least the 16th century, and 
has its origin in the word pike, which, around 1520, meant “to go 
away from, to go on”. “Gypo” is also considered a term of abuse. 
 
5. Some travelling communities, particularly in Ireland but also in 
parts of Britain, use a language called Shelta, which is more widely 
known as the Cant. It includes “back slang” words such as “gop”, 
for kiss, which is a reversal of the Irish word “pog”, and "lackeen", 
for girl, from the Irish "cailin" or "colleen". 
 
6. The term “pavee”, for Traveller, is of Shelta origin. Travellers 
use the term among themselves to describe one another, but would 
be offended if they were called this by a “settled person”. They 
prefer to be known as Travellers. 

 



 

 
7. Travellers refer to non-travellers as “settled people”. 
 
8. Many Traveller men expect their wives to be virgins when they 
marry. Young traveller girls have a strict upbringing, closely 
watched over by their parents. Many Traveller women marry as 
teenagers so that they can move out of the family home. 
 
9. Large families are the norm, with some couples having over 10 
children. 
 
10. Statistics for Travellers in the UK do not exist, although a 2006 
estimate of the total number of gypsies and Travellers in the UK, 
based on local government caravan counts, was considered to be 
around 300,000. 
 
COMMENTS 
Fredupwithithall  02/15/2011 08:15 PM 
I was acquainted with a guy called "Gypsy Mick" and some years 
ago we were at a charity function where there was an auction for 
the usual rubbish. He outbid a premiership footballer for a golf do 
at a very nice club in Cheshire, the footballer was none too pleased 
I can tell you.  The footballer collared Mick afterwards, and asked 
him how he could afford £15,000 for a round of golf; when he told 
him earlier, he "did a couple of extensions a year".  "What sort of 
extensions are they?" asked the bladder kicker.  "Motorways 
mainly" replied Mick................... 
* 
Billyh123  02/15/2011 03:02 PM 
Call 'em what you like, one of 'em knicked the spare wheel off my 
trailer last night 
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posters  
 
       Travellers’ group protests over Channel 4’s “stigmatising”  
                        Big Fat Gypsy Weddings posters 
A letter sent to the broadcaster questions whether C4 would refer 
to other ethnic groups in a similar manner 
 
Written by Paul Jones  12:12 PM, 15 February 2012 
A group representing Gypsies and travellers in London says 
posters promoting Channel 4’s observational documentary, Big Fat 
Gypsy Weddings, featuring the slogan “Bigger. Fatter. Gypsier”, 
stigmatise members of their communities.  The London Gypsy and 
Traveller Unit (LGTU) mounted a protest in Hackney in east 
London yesterday against billboards featuring the posters, while a 
letter was hand-delivered to Channel 4’s head office in 
Westminster.  “What does ‘Gypsier’ mean in this context and what 
do the images say about being a Gypsy?” asked the letter. “The 
stereotype promoted is that of apparently alluring girls and young 
women and of menacing young men.  “It is hurtful and damaging 
to use the correct descriptive term for an ethnic group as a sly dig 
at that group," it continued. “We wonder if Channel 4 would have 
been so ready to use adverts with similarly compromising images 
and phrases like 'Jewisher' or 'more Asian' or 'Blacker'?” With that 
thought in mind, the LGTU mocked up their own poster, featuring 
a picture of a skimpily dressed black woman sitting on the bonnet 
of a car, together with the words “Bigger. Blingier. Blacker”.  The 
LGTU said it had contacted the Advertising Standards Authority to 
see if its codes of practice had been breached by the billboards.  In 
a statement, Channel 4 said the campaign built on the “celebratory 
nature” of the first series of Big Fat Gypsy Weddings.  “The word 
'Gypsier' refers to the fact that this series offers even greater access 
and insight into the communities featured... The terms 'Gypsy' or 
'Gypsier' are not being used in a negative context,” it said.   
“Everyone featured in the campaign has seen the posters and is 
happy with them. 
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    ASA announces it will not investigate ‘Bigger. Fatter. 
Gypsier.’ ad 
                                           by Ishbel Macleod  (Feb 22, 2012) 
 
The ASA has revealed that it will not be investigating Channel 4’s 
‘Bigger. Fatter. Gypsier.’ ad created in-house by 4Creative.  In a 
statement, the advertising standards body said: “We have received 
316 complaints about the Channell 4 ad campaign for the new 
series of Big Fat Gypsy Wedding.  The general nature of the 
complaints were that the ads were offensive because they were 
racist and denigrated Gypsy and Traveller communities and that 
the ads featuring children were offensive, irresponsible and 
harmful because they might encourage bullying.  We carefully 
considered the complaints and while we acknowledged that the ads 
might not be to everyone’s taste, we noted that both the tone and 
content of the programme they promoted.  For these reasons, we 
did not consider the ads were likely to cause serious or widespread 
offence or be seen as irresponsible or harmful and will not 
therefore be taking any further action.”   Some versions of the ad 
had been graffitied with the words  “more racist’ at the bottom. 
 
                                                                                                                                      
© The Drum 
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Gypsies & travellers victims of  
'socially acceptable racism' 
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by agency reporter 
7 Oct 2012 
 
The Leveson Inquiry was the subject of an NUJ Delegate Meeting 
fringe meeting which included speakers from the English Gypsy 
and Irish Traveller Movement.   Helen Goodman, the Labour 
Party's media spokesperson, and Adrian Thomas of the British Red 
Cross, also spoke. The National Union of Journalists has been 
meeting in Newcastle this weekend.  Mike Doherty said that 
travellers had been the "last socially acceptable subject of racism", 
but now the Advertising Standards Association has ruled that 
Channel 4's 'Bigger, Fatter, Gypsier' adverts are offensive .   The 
ASA, which took advice from the Equality and Human Rights 
Commission, found that the ads featuring teenager girls wearing 
low-cut tops could enforce prejudicial views against the gypsy and 
traveller community and were likely to cause serious offence. 
 
Sophie Vale, the development officer for the English Gypsy and 
Irish Traveller Movement, said most of the press coverage of the 
traveller community was negative and was often due to the 
ignorance of journalists. The media's role is important because it 
can shape public perception, she said.  Adrian Thomas said that 
refugees suffered a similar negative treatment to travellers in the 
press. He said: "They are routinely described as scroungers, bogus 
and illegal."  Helen Goodman said failure of the Press Complaints 
Commission to take on third party complaints from organisations 
representing disadvantaged communities was another example of 
why it must go and be replaced by a new body which is citizen-
centric and takes complaints seriously. 
 
But it is the reform of media ownership – unlikely to be covered in 
Lord Leveson's report – which is most crucial to having a free and 
diverse press, NUJ delegates say. 
 
© National Union of Journalists: www.nuj.org.uk/ 
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4.html 
Not quite your average 17 year old romany boy.  Follow on twitter 
@pipogypopotamus 
An Open Letter to Channel 4 
SATURDAY, 18 FEBRUARY 2012 
 
Dear Channel 4, 
I am writing to you with the hope that you will stop ruining my 
life. While your obsession with my ethnicity is flattering, it has 
become somewhat apparent to me that you might have gotten the 
wrong end of the stick. This is sort of awkward for me, because I 
don't want to be the one to break it to you, but your documentary, 
'Big Fat Gypsy Weddings', is unfortunately a work of fiction. There 
is no need to be embarrassed, it can happen to the best of us, and 
thus I hope my letter will help you establish the facts, after all I'm 
sure you are passionate about fighting discrimination against ethnic 
minorities. Don't be modest now, we know you are...right?  It 
surprised me to discover that 99% of Britain's Gypsy and Traveller 
population are Irish. Correct me if I'm wrong, as I am sure you 
have done lots and lots of research on this topic, but just 10% of 
the Gypsy andTraveller population are actually Irish Travellers. 
The majority, like myself, are in fact Romany, yet your 
'documentary' seems to ignore our existence. While I have nothing 
but respect for the Irish Traveller community, you seem to be 
unaware that we are two distinct ethnic groups and thus there are 
many differences between our cultures. While Irish Travellers 
originate from Ireland, we can trace our routes back to India, so it 
was hardly surprising that I was somewhat confused when you use 
the word Gypsy in the title of your 'documentary' about Irish 
Travellers. I was even more confused when your 'documentary' 
about Irish Travellers seemed to feature an alien culture that even 
most Irish Traveller's didn't recognise. 
 

 



 

You correctly identified that many Gypsy and Traveller children 
leave school at a young age, however you failed to mention that 
this is not because we are all born to terrible parents, but because 
our communities suffer from great social exclusion. State 
education fails to adapt to anything but mainstream culture, thus 
we have to contend with a curriculum that is totally irrelevant to 
our way of life. Moreover, both teachers and students seem 
ignorant of our cultures, thus we are labelled as troublemakers and 
bullied for being different. The myths that you have been spreading 
have not helped matters. Indeed, I was subjected to physical 
attacks during your last series of your 'documentary' which 
ultimately led to my expulsion from school (long story), whilst my 
12 year old cousin was beat up on her way home from school by a 
gang of girls who were calling her a prostitute. 
 
As you can see, there are many reasons as to why Gypsy and 
Traveller children are failing to attend school, but you seem to 
have forgotten to feature those of us that do stay in education. Take 
myself, for example, I'm currently at college studying a range of 
subjects such as, History and Sociology. Moreover, my sister 
trained to be a hairdresser, my aunty went to university and is now 
a social worker and some of my cousins completed 
apprenticeships, thus clearly dropping out of education is not a 
prerequisite of living in a trailer.  Your 'documentary' has an 
unhealthy obsession with little girls. While I understand that the 
outfits worn by some of your younger stars could be considered a 
little risqué, I see only little girls having fun and dressing up for a 
special occasion. Your 'documentary' appears to be suggesting that 
we are inappropriately sexualising our children, yet the only people 
who are sexualising our children are the viewers who watch them 
and think they are sexy. In reality, our little girls can mostly be 
found in velour tracksuits and handmade frilly dresses, so I would 
suggest you should stop filming little girls dancing if you are 
finding that this is turning on your viewers. 
 

 



 

After watching the last series of your 'documentary' it finally hit 
me why I was so unlucky in love. I would have been married by 
now, if only I had known that the key to a women's heart was to 
sexually assault her using a gypsy courting ritual called 'grabbing'. 
I asked my brother if he had grabbed his wife, but it turned out he 
had just asked her out on a date instead. It appears that in reality, 
no one actually knows what grabbing is, in fact Gypsy and 
Traveller men actually have a lot of respect for their women after 
all.   Speaking of love, I've been to many Gypsy and Traveller 
weddings, but I'm yet to attend a wedding where the bride's dress 
weighs more than my whole family. Don't get me wrong, I've seen 
some huge dresses but there is something you need to know: 
Thelma Madine is lying to you, she's not our dressmaker of choice. 
In fact, I’m kind of embarrassed for her because no one actually 
knows who she is and everything she says about us is actually 
untrue. Basically, you've been conned, so I suggest you find a new 
spokesperson for the Gypsy and Traveller communities, such as an 
actual Gypsy or Traveller like my Baba (grandma), she makes 
some right nice clothes you know.   It's hardly surprising that 
people are watching your 'documentary' purely to laugh at us, 
because even I laugh at the monstrosities that Thelma Madine 
creates. It is a shame that you haven’t featured any Gypsy or 
Traveller designers because the clothing that we were actually 
more traditionally known for before your 'documentary', is actually 
far more interesting than amusing. Last year, Leeds University 
Union thought it would be okay to laugh at the Gypsy and 
Traveller communities by hosting a Big Fat Gypsy Weddings fancy 
dress party. While the union holds events throughout the year to 
celebrate other ethnic minorities, your 'documentary' encouraged 
them to incite ethnic hatred. You'll be pleased to know that due to 
complaints from yours truly and friends, the event was shelved. 
 
You seem to have misunderstood what a documentary about 
Gypsies should entail. Gypsies (as in Romany Gypsies that are 
completely different to Irish Travellers, that are like totally not 

 



 

Irish Travellers at all, get it?) are Europe's largest and most 
deprived ethnic minority. The majority of Romani people have 
never been to Rathkeale, let alone own houses there. In fact, most 
live in great poverty and I suggest you read my previous blogs. We 
suffer from discrimination on a daily basis and our human rights 
have historically been violated, yet you deem it acceptable to 
broadcast a misleading 'documentary' that has been made not to 
raise awareness of our plight but for entertainment. We are not a 
joke, we are human beings and your work of fiction is only 
strengthening stereotypes and ignorance. 
 
Unlike those who star in your 'documentary' I am not after 5 
minutes of fame, but what I am asking for, is for you to put 
humans above ratings. You can't ignore us forever. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Pip  
 
Update:  To see Channel 4's reply please click here 
 ***   Posted by Pip at 21:28   
http://www.channel4.com/4viewers/editors-blog/an-open-letter-to-
pipogypopotamus 
 
20 February 2012 
Dear Pip 
 
I read your open letter this afternoon and as the commissioning 
editor responsible for Big Fat Gypsy Weddings wanted to write to 
you to address the issues you raised. 
 
First of all, I'm sorry to hear that you and your cousin have 
experienced abuse - it is clearly unacceptable but I hope you agree 
that we cannot be held responsible for the actions of the public.  It 
is not and was never the intention of any of the films to encourage 
negative feelings towards Gypsies or Travellers and many people, 

 



 

including several of the previous series' contributors - and other 
gypsies and travellers we have met - have contacted us to say that 
they feel the documentaries have portrayed the community in a 
positive light and had a positive impact on their lives.  Despite 
your fear that people are watching the documentaries simply to 
laugh at Gypsies and Travellers, I think the films are celebratory 
and I hope never derogatory. All the issues touched on in the series 
were thoroughly researched and while we understand that some of 
the issues are challenging, we are confident that the programme is 
fair and accurate.  Please also don't forget that all aspects of the 
programme are told through the eyes of the contributors 
themselves, talking about their own experiences in their own words 
- so we feel confident that nobody has been misrepresented in any 
way. 
 
You say you feel that we are over-representing Irish Travellers and 
ignoring the existence of Romany Gypsies. We are aware of the 
cultural sensitivities you express and the programme fully 
acknowledges the distinctness of both communities. While it's true 
to say that Episode 1 of the new series features mainly Irish 
Travellers, the overall series features a range of both communities 
with some episodes entirely Romany.  You also say in your letter 
that the series is a "work of fiction". I'm afraid we don't agree. The 
programme makers have worked with people from these 
communities across the UK and Ireland to ensure that there is a 
wide range of voices sharing their lives and views on what it 
means to be a Gypsy or Traveller in Britain and Ireland today. 
 
Specifically on the issue of grabbing - I can assure you that it is 
something that our production team repeatedly witnessed first-
hand while out filming and the programme made it clear that 
grabbing is a predominantly Irish Traveller custom. The series 
featured several Travellers- men and women - talking about 
grabbing very openly to camera. 
 

 



 

You also mention education in your letter, and the difficulties many 
gypsies and travellers experience in school. The series will explore 
this in detail a little further into the run, and feature a dedicated 
episode which looks at attitudes to education within different 
communities. Two of the contributors featured are Romany 
teenagers - one of whom has chosen to continue with her 
education, and one who has been taken out of school. The 
documentary explores exactly the points you make - how difficult 
it can be to attend school where your culture and way of life is not 
understood. 
 
The series was never intended to comprehensively cover every 
aspect of Gypsy and Traveller life. But it was always the ambition 
of the programme to reach a large number of people and challenge 
their views and preconceptions of travelling communities. Apart 
from weddings, the last series also looked at issues such as infant 
mortality, education, land rights and other challenges to 
maintaining the travelling way of life. We have had much positive 
feedback from those featured in the programme and viewers more 
generally, and welcome a more open debate on these issues. 
 
Reading your letter, it's clear we won't agree on everything about 
the series but I am grateful to you for sharing your views with us 
and I hope this letter explains where we are coming from. Do get 
in touch if you want to discuss it further. 
 
With best wishes 
 
Nick Hornby 
Commissioning Editor, Factual Entertainment 
                                                                                                                                      
© Channel 4 
 
COMMENTS 
*Kath    Feb 18, 2012 01:57 PM 

 



 

Well said, Pip. I have many friends among the Irish traveller 
community, most are appalled at the totally inaccurate & 
disrespectful portraya, on the Channel 4 ''Mockumentary''.  Best 
wishes for the future to you & your family, you must make them 
all very proud.  KATH 
* 
McCaff::    Feb 18, 2012 03:59 PM 
Once again - total respect to you Pip - tell it like it is pal (a career 
in journalism beckons?)   :) 
* 
Indygal     Feb 19, 2012 02:05 AM 
Great read and an eye opener. Dunno if BFGW encourages ethnic 
hatred (mind you I don't really watch it except in passing) but it 
definitely seems to encourage ridicule and you're so spot on about 
the sexualisation of children. Really glad I read your blog now, 
very informative. Have shared on Twitter and Facebook. 
* 
Kate E. Deeming    Feb 19, 2012 02:10 AM 
Dear Pip, thank you for your well thought out piece, I'm sharing it. 
I'm not a gypsy/ traveler but was just mentioning yesterday how 
offensive I find the posters that seem to be blasted all over London. 
Very sorry about the problems that you've faced, I wish you all the 
best, Kate E. 
* 
AILÍN   Feb 19, 2012 02:18 AM 
Pip  A very interesting perspective on the BFGW series, it is 
clearly promoting ridicule and that can't but help cause young 
people problems at school and major issues for those seeking 
employment.   I really can't imagine any other minority group 
being ridiculed in this way and that those issues becoming water 
cooler moments the next day. It's shameful and disgusting.    Alan 
* 
Fiona      Feb 19, 2012 03:22 AM 
Hi,  I hope you don't mind me commenting, but I stumbled across 
this letter via twitter. This is such a well written piece about a 

 



 

ridiculous programme which does nothing but ridicule a 
community which chooses to live out a different culture from the 
mainstream British culture. It's really interesting to hear a more 
honest description of your community, and hopefully Channel 4 
will rethink their decision to broadcast a programme which is, in 
essence, bullying.    Thanks,   Fiona 
* 
Math Campbell     Feb 19, 2012 03:30 AM 
Excellent post Pip.   The trash-TV that channel four put out could 
not be of less interest to me (indeed, I don't own a TV any more. I 
have the internet!), but when it is socially divisive and intrinsically 
wrong as BFGW, I start to take interest.  It baffles me how/why 
Channel Four could equate Romani & Irish Traveller as the same. I 
truly can't decide if this was done because "tinker" (the somewhat 
pejorative nickname the Irish Travellers here in Scotland 
traditionally had) is less "well known" than "gypsy" (another 
pejorative), or because the morons at C4 don't actually know that 
Romani are not Irish-travellers. Could be either, to be honest.   In 
truth, I have never met any Irish travellers; I had a best pal in 
college who was a Romany (welsh kale if i remember correctly) 
and educated me a bit; he was doing sociology as well.   We had 
some good discussions on how we could "fix" the world, repeal the 
caravan acts of the 1960's etc. and if it would make a difference 
now, given a lot of romani live in settled accommodation, and the 
traditional routes have fallen by the wayside nowadays. I view the 
decimation and discrimination of the romani in the last 100 years 
as similar to the plight of the jews in eastern Europe.   I'd be 
interested to hear your views on the problems faced with better 
integrating traveller/romani (not even getting into the new-age 
travellers who are a whole other story!) communities with us non-
travellers… 
* 
Math Campbell   Feb 19, 2012 03:31 AM 
For instance, how can we provide better education for a constantly 
moving community? Hire teachers to travel with the groups (I 

 



 

don't think that would sit well, although maybe if there were 
Romani teachers…), or have set-places set aside in regular schools 
for romani kids, so that they go from one-school to the next, with 
records emailed across so they can re-integrate with the minimum 
of fuss. Or perhaps just increased support and funding for 
homeschooling, so they can be taught by someone in each family 
with appropriate help/resources given… 
 
And healthcare? Perhaps have all the families registered under a 
"roving" system, so they can just make a drop-in at any UK GP, 
and have the records able to be accessed etc. like a regular patient 
(the technology exists for this, after all). 
 
And what about the all-important (from the point of view of local 
residents) matter of criminal justice. It is an undeniable fact that, 
like any community, the travellers have a fair share of 
unscrupulous types, and littering of stopping-places is commonly 
cited as the number one complaint by locals (along with the ever 
popular "gypsies nicked out stuff" - I'm inclined to give you all the 
benefit of the doubt every time, as I know some types who will see 
that a local site is being occupied, and will go one the steal, happy 
to leave the blame to the travellers - but it does happen, from time 
to time)? Would anti-social behaviour from travellers be lessened if 
traditional stopping places were re-opened, and councils were 
forced to provide more "approved places"?  Would self-policing be 
the answer? (I don't know, so excuse my ignorance; would a 
travelling group "shun" another, if they knew that group are 
unpleasant and anti-social? Would they report them to the police? 
(I don't blame them if they wouldn't - the police are rarely friends 
to any travellers). Would "fast-track" justice, so when wrong-doing 
is seen, it is dealt with very quickly, be better, so the local settled 
folks are reassured that every traveller group the see are just 
thieves & vandals that will scarper before the cops do anything?? 
 
Sorry if any of this offends, and sorry it's such a long post, but I 

 



 

was having a long conversation with someone about a local 
stopping place that a group of irish-travellers have recently arrived 
at (traditional - been using it for decades if not longer) and the 
usual problems the local community seem to have… Thought you 
might have a different perspective on it…Cheers 
* 
Veshengro      Feb 19, 2012 03:31 AM 
Pip,   Well done, mush. Good on ya, as the Ozzies would say. Your 
writing style is absolutely great and a credit to you. And it does not 
take a university degree to be a journalist, even though the 
eggheads may like to say so. I am one - though not as yet as my 
full time day job - and never went to school.    Kushti bok...  
Michael (Veshengro) 
* 
Richmonde       Feb 19, 2012 03:56 AM 
Couldn't believe C4's ad "Bigger, fattier, gypsier"! What everybody 
else said. 
* 
Veshengro    Feb 19, 2012 07:26 AM 
I know... I am glad that the ASA is going to have a look into it. I 
hope they give C4 a real good wrap over the knuckles. 
* 
frank   Feb 19, 2012 04:16 AM 
I was on about the billboard adverts the other day 'bigger, fatter, 
gypsier' which really  f-cked me off. Whilst I am neither an Irish 
traveller or of a Romany background it just appeared to be out and 
out racism. (Actually I'm from Sheffield originally and waiting 
with anticipation 'Dafter, stupider more Northerner' with a fat guy 
in a pigeon loft masturbating with a ferret down his trousers as the 
banner advert).    I cannot be bothered to run through titles for 
other racial stereotypes but it is fair to say Channel 4 wouldn't even 
dream of running a stream of adds on that line. I am sure Channel 
4 will suggest that I have to see 'Bigger, fatter, gypsier' within 
context. Simply looking at those words plastered across a billboard 
is not enough to see the subtlety of what they are really saying 

 



 

which is of course after hundreds of years of pogroms, genocide, 
marginalisation, bigotry and inhuman treatment we at channel 4 
are attempting to reposition this community at the centre of British 
culture.    Tell you what let's do a documentary of the producer, 
directors and commissioning editors of the series where we can see 
their quite insignificant lives parodied whilst opening up their 
children to possible sexual abuse, bullying and innuendo and go 
with the working title:   Bigger - C-untier even more channel 4ier 
Regards,  Frank 
* 
oxy  Feb 19, 2012 04:49 AM 
Well i come from Ukraine and i used to go school with gipsy girl 
who later become my very good friend . she was from Romania 
and i know that many gipsy come from Romania.  and i verno 
never see such a gipsy wedding . MY friend got married at 15 and 
it was traditional gipsy wedding but not even close what they 
showing on Channel 4 
* 
Veverita     Feb 26, 2012 01:31 AM 
this is bullshit. what do you mean "a lot of gipsies come from 
romania" ??? in romania are just as many gipsies as anywhere else. 
romanians have a hard time living with gipsies, as, let's face it, any 
other nation in europe. just because the name of the two resemble 
(romanians vs. romany) a lot of uneducated rednecks think they are 
the same. while romanians are latin people related to the french, 
italians and spanish, the romany (gipsies) come from india. and 
they have absolutely nothing in common. 
* 
Mike Ford       Feb 19, 2012 04:56 AM 
I'd like to comment on you mentioning the program accusing 
travelling communities of 'inappropriately sexualising' [sic] little 
girls. As far as I am aware the documentary does not have any sort 
of editorial line or narrative on any subject they deal with- as all 
good documentaries should - leaving the viewer to form their own 
opinion on what they are seeing. I would suggest that if you find 

 



 

the images of 'younger' girls looking 'risqué' sexual then it's 
probably an issue you should raise with yourself rather than the 
documentary makers.    Lots of love, Mike Ford. 
* 
Richard      Feb 19, 2012 06:45 AM 
Well did you actually watch it, Mike? Doesn't seem so as you just 
make an assumption about C4's editorial policy. 
* 
jamzoo       Feb 19, 2012 11:04 AM 
I don't see why you put the [sic] next to Pip's 'inappropriately 
sexualising' quote Mike as there is nothing wrong with the 
spelling, punctuation, or grammar of that sentence, unless you 
simply meant to ridicule or belittle his accusation in the first place. 
* 
RealOmi     Mar 2, 2012 04:22 AM 
Mike Ford, it's all in the edit, don't be so naive. 
* 
mandyque     Feb 19, 2012 04:58 AM 
It's sad that people can't see this programme for what it is, a 
skewed piece of titillation for the masses to mock. I'm sure that the 
gypsy community is just as diverse as any other community, and 
that the BFGW people are no more representative of gypsies than 
the girls on TOWIE are typical Essex girls.  It is worrying that this 
is seen as ok, you wouldn't see C4 filming a 
Jewish/Muslim/Hindu/other minority wedding for the sole purpose 
of the rest of the world going omg hahaha, look at the state of 
them. I've seem similarly gaudy weddings from white british non-
minority people, as I am sure that many gypsy weddings are much 
more dignified affairs. 
* 
mamamoore  Feb 20, 2012 03:48 AM 
Absolutely! My feelings exactly! When I first watched BFGW, I 
was expecting to watch a documentary on real Romany culture - 
instead I was befuddled by images, events and people bearing no 
resemblance to any Roma I have seen, met, heard of or read about, 

 



 

in any country! Its dangerous nonsense - and highly offensive. I 
have always been the first to defend Romany and Gypsy 
communities against ignorant, bigoted derision, as I am myself of 
Roma decent . . . however I struggled to find anything to endear 
me to this tribe of Irish travellers (same faces in every episode you 
notice) who - whilst they too have their place in society - do 
nothing to strengthen the cause or improve peoples perception and 
understanding of gypsy and traveller culture. 
* 
sirenofbrixton   Feb 19, 2012 04:58 AM 
@channel4 & @FirecrackerFilm should hear this sort of protest 
direct. Channel 4 is getting a bit of flack but the programme is 
made by Friecracker Films. Get onto it, clictivists! 
* 
vivien y   Feb 19, 2012 05:04 AM 
Great blog! 
* 
EleanorHerzog  Feb 19, 2012 05:07 AM 
Excellent post. When I saw the posters I struggled to find words 
enough to voice my dismay at such an obvious display of racism, 
not to mention my disdain for the posters which seem to imply that 
the sexulisation of children is OK when fuelled by racial mockery 
in the name of entertainment. 
* 
Idle Boast     Feb 19, 2012 05:13 AM 
I agree with most of that except the parts about education.  It is 
appallingly hard to teach children anything who are frequently 
only on the school rolls for a term or so, are frequently absent even 
then, and frequently fail to register with a new school when they 
move areas.  The traveller children I teach at the moment disrupt 
almost every lesson in the day, declaring they don't need to learn 
anything because "all travellers leave school at 14, and never need 
to read or do any maths". We get no support from the parents - they 
are the ones who gave their children the idea.  A few years ago, in 
a previous school, we accepted a large number of traveller children 

 



 

onto our rolls. They all attended exactly one week per half term, 
because that was what was required to prevent prosecution of the 
parents. That same rate of attendance triggered a formal HMI 
review of the school. 
* 
Hecate    Feb 19, 2012 08:00 PM 
Perhaps HMI should be looking wider than just at one school and 
to the whole issue of traveller education.  Schools are outdated 
child processing factories, no wonder kids with a bit of spirit dont 
want to go to them. 
* 
Sprite   Feb 20, 2012 10:31 AM 
Hecate - do you have any suggestion as to how the nations children 
should be educated if schools are just child processing factories? I 
am a teacher and am happy to have lively debate and 
discussion/drama/ presentations/computers all going on in my 
Geography classes however there is a difference between a child 
being spirited and a child disrupting their own education and the 
education of the other children in the class. Every child has the 
right to an education and every teacher has the right to be able to 
get on with their job and teach. x 
* 
Alan McGinn   Feb 19, 2012 05:19 AM 
Well said, Pip. Once again you have highlighted many important 
issues, written with great intelligence and eloquence. I think 
Chanel 4 is no different from most media outlets - they don't let the 
truth get in the way of a good story. Unfortunately a great many 
people don't have the capacity to think for themselves and will 
believe any rubbish they see on TV or newspapers.  Yours,    Alan 
McGinn 
* 
Raven     Feb 19, 2012 05:27 AM 
Thank you for writing this blog Pip, I found it very interesting.  I 
already knew that BFGW was total trash tv and reflected in no way 
on the Romani or indeed most of the Irish travellers.   I watch it 

 



 

mainly to see the dresses that get made as the designs are just so 
"out there" it actually inspires some of my jewellery. 
* 
Ronnie Soak  Feb 19, 2012 05:44 AM    Again, well said Pip. 
* 
Uncle Diphthong      Feb 19, 2012 05:49 AM 
The Canadian government is introducing policies that discriminate 
against Romani refugees from Hungary /Romania because those 
countries are "safe", which mean they are also democratically 
elected governments who oppress inconvenient minorities.  
Nomadic cultures are not well regarded by sedentary 
governments. In Canada, that is because education and health care 
are provincial responsibilities that require residency for longer than 
most nomadic families spend in any one province. Thus children 
go uneducated, unvaccinated and unaccounted-for.  We talk a good 
talk about being inclusive and accepting, but, in fact, the wretched 
human need to feel superior t someone else expresses itself in 
persecution of those more unusual than the mean.  Good for you 
for speaking out. 
* 
Tonto Papadopoulos Feb 19, 2012 05:58 AM 
MIKE FORD(?) "As far as I am aware the documentary does not 
have any sort of editorial line or narrative on any subject they deal 
with- as all good documentaries should..."   Hahahah, YOU WISH. 
Who is this patsy/stooge kidding? (or working for...? Firecracker or 
C4?) 
 
1) this tosh is hardly a 'documentary', as so brilliantly pointed out 
by Pip. 
2) there is a CLEAR narrative line, and it shouts out mockery and 
some sort of tawdry, unimaginative, false stereotype, clumsily 
invented by patently inferior minds, for the vapid amusement of 
societies lowest elements. 
 
Unfortunately this kind of crap gets the best ratings. In fact, this 

 



 

turgid little exercise in scatology that passes for TV is almost 
considered a holy grail in Soho circles; Big Fat Gypsy Wedding is 
the envy of every shlock producer in London. And while these 
fetid intellectual dwarves sit around Groucho and congratulate 
each other, television is losing customers by hour. If we let them 
continue, pretty soon TV will become extinct, and we will all have 
to make do by hunting and pecking online.  Ask these questions - 
what kind of guttersnipes are running TV in the UK these days? 
And why are they still employed? All they do by targeting the 
LCD, is shrink the general audience, and screw up TV for 
everyone else. In any business, if you are losing customers you fire 
the people in charge. GET THEM OUT, THE LOT OF THEM! 
Forget St Pauls, OCCUPY TV! 
* 
tomas4141    Feb 19, 2012 06:08 AM 
Im Irish, I live in England and am not a gypsy, I have nothing 
against them and the fact most Irish people are accused of being 
gypsies is a joke, if channel 4 did a documentary about black 
people, encouraging the stereotypes then it would get many 
complaints, seems unfair. 
* 
The Good Elf            Feb 22, 2012 02:42 AM 
there are lots of documentaries that encourage stereotypes of many 
cultures including black people... and its all crap! hence the reason 
I dont have TV anymore... theyve even done a documentary on the 
colour of our poo! hahaha... you have to laugh with bewilderment 
to people who subcribe to this trash! Maybe it would be good to set 
up a 'Real Society' group that makes documentaries on "real' 
living, it might not have as much "entertainment" value but it 
would be good to put up against any trashy crap that pops up on 
TV, to protest or expose the almost sycofantic editorial delivery of 
these documentaries! I am an artist/film-maker etc.. and im sure 
between a group of us we could do this :-) 
* 
Gareth and Pati       Feb 19, 2012 06:10 AM 

 



 

What an excellent blog post. I no longer live in the UK and am 
glad to be away from the sort of trash that gets pumped out on 
mainstream TV (and the subsequent ripples it creates at the shared 
cultural level), so I've not seen anything of this series. I have seen 
some of the previous series, and I am very glad to have come 
across this riposte to C4's appalling programming. 
* 
Rebecca Condron         Feb 19, 2012 06:13 AM 
Completely brilliant. Channel 4 produces some utter crap under the 
guise of documentaries. Whilst it hasn't lead to me being 
persecuted or anything like the effects you've mentioned in this 
post, the programme Supersize V Superskinny is incredibly 
damaging to those of us fighting eating disorders, and makes an 
entertainment about our misery. I'm pretty embarrassed now to 
admit I've seen every episode of BFGW... there needs to be some 
sort of rebuttal, something showing the other side. 
* 
applepipp      Feb 19, 2012 06:14 AM 
Well said, well done, your community need more representatives 
like yourself, good luck Pip 
* 
m-h-p        Feb 19, 2012 06:14 AM 
Good piece, Pip; but sadly, it won't change anything.  If Big Fat 
Gypsy Weddings continues to get high ratings, then Channel 4 will 
keep recommissioning it. And even if Channel 4 drop it, the format 
will be picked up by another channel. If enough people are happy 
to watch it, then it will continue being shown.  As it is, I think that 
the best thing that Channel 4 or Firecracker could do would be to 
make clear that the communities they show are a minority, and not 
a true reflection of the vast majority of gypsies' lives. They clearly 
don't force their subjects to act or dress or think they way they do; 
but it is wrong to claim that any of it is representative of most 
gypsies or travellers. 
* 
portgeoff   Feb 19, 2012 06:16 AM 

 



 

Well said young man, a spot on analysis. A credit to your culture. 
* 
Mark Shadbolt   Feb 19, 2012 06:21 AM 
This was great, I never questioned my thoughts on the travelling 
community and it seems that until now I've really been under a 
blanket of social opinion as to what being a gypsy is. Maybe you 
should try to get your own documentary commissioned? Or find 
someone with the right power and motive to do it, I'd like to learn 
more. 
* 
Tina      Feb 19, 2012 06:28 AM 
I came across your blog, accidentally, via Twitter. I'm in America 
and have watched the program you're referring to with 
amazement and sadly, just a little bit of horror. Thank you for 
setting the record straight and giving me a better 
understanding of how things really are. Like any reality show, 
the producers are out to make money by twisting the truth to their 
benefit. What about those folks they feature in the show? Are they 
paid for their involvement? Do they not care how they and their 
culture are portrayed?   I'll revisit your blog. Your writing is 
excellent and very informative. Keep up the good work. 
* 
Cee Martinez     Feb 19, 2012 06:52 AM 
Wonderful blog. I've only seen portions of this show and it just felt 
wrong to me. I'm so glad you've exposed it for what it is. Reading 
about the escalation of bullying against you and your family is 
heartbreaking. :(      You're a wonderful writer. Keep it up. 
* 
kate            Feb 19, 2012 06:55 AM 
It was so good to read this Pip. I am what they call a 'new' traveller 
(I lived on a boat for 15 years and I've been in a trailer for 7 or 8). I 
worked hard for all that time and even managed to train as a 
teacher 13 years ago. But no-one I worked with or studied with 
ever believed me at first, because they thought I was so 'normal' 
and I didn't fit their stereotype of the new-age traveller (stoned and 

 



 

on income support - I never did either...). I always stand up for all 
groups of travelling people, Romani, Irish, Showmans and New 
but still I see racist and hateful stuff even from my 'friends'. And it 
makes me so mad.  The media are so biased. Recently I took part 
in a TV show, also C4 and guess what? Yes, all the stereotypes 
were all over the TV guides and the papers. Not one mentioned the 
fact that I've worked and paid tax for my whole adult life, or that 
I'm respected and known in my field for some really specialist 
expertise. Even the editors of the programme cut out all mention of 
my respectable background. No, it was all the same old rubbish.  
So I hope you don't mind, but I've shared your blog on FB, and I'll 
look forward to reading more of your thoughtful and desperately 
needed wisdom. Because unless we quiet ones make some noise, 
no-one will know we are here! 
* 
JoshuaB  Feb 19, 2012 06:57 AM 
Good thing someone has finally told it like it is. I wonder if 
Channel 4 will take note. It's clearly exaggerated. It gets the rating 
but at what cost? Good luck at college Pip 
* 
Emily    Feb 19, 2012 07:00 AM 
Really well said! You are obviously an intelligent guy. Your 
writing is informative and coherent. I would be interested to know 
if you got a response from channel 4.  
Keep up the good work! 
* 
Helen McGuire   Feb 19, 2012 07:00 AM 
I'm really glad I stumbled upon you blog, via twitter, because it has 
really opened my eyes. I have watched every episode of BFGW 
and I never really questioned the reality of what I was being 
shown. I'm ashamed now to realise that the show doesn't reflect the 
real lives of the traveller community and has made me question a 
lot of preconceived ideas I had.    I've grown up in a very closed 
community & have never had any connection with travellers. The 
first time I saw any travellers was when I went to university and 

 



 

then I absorbed the opinions of my friends, who had had some 
contact with them, and were very derogatory towards the 
travellers. This was also around the time the first series of BFGW 
was released and, unfortunately, this has formed the basis of my 
beliefs about travellers. I feel that I am not alone in this regard, as 
I'm sure most viewers will believe that what they are watching is 
the truth. This will only continue the racism and injustice and will 
just fuel tv channels to produce more programmes like this.  
 
After reading your blog, and realising how naive I've been, I'm not 
going to watch any more BFGW. I know it's only one more person 
turning off, but I also plan to point my friends towards this blog. I 
look forward to reading more in the future.   Good luck! 
* 
Pip Feb 19, 2012 07:06 AM 
Thank you Pip - it is only through communicatin like this that 
ignorance can be changed - keep up the writing, you have talent :) 
Pip x 
* 
Miriam Wakerly       Feb 19, 2012 07:12 AM 
Brilliant, brilliant. I will Tweet this to everyone I can till the whole 
world has read it!! 
* 
Phatgirl runner  Feb 19, 2012 07:22 AM 
It is an odious programme, and the billboards are shocking. In 
Leeds, someone has amended them so they now read "Bigger, 
Fatter, Gypsier. More racist". Spot on post, well said. 
* 
Steve T              Feb 19, 2012 07:29 AM 
Verey well written Pip.  I just wish that Ch4 gave a damn. Maybe 
you will wake them up, I do hope so.  Best of luck with your own 
future Pip 
* 
gerrymcc   Feb 19, 2012 07:59 AM 
I can appreciate that you don't live your life in the way that the 

 



 

programme makers make out, but some travellers do. The show is 
called my big fat gypsy wedding for a reason. They want to see big 
weddings done in the gypsy/traveller style. They don't want to see 
'My small RomanyGypsy Wedding' If it is the Irish traveller 
community that offer the best chance for a tv programme, then that 
is who they will follow.  I can understand that you feel victimised 
by this programme as you feel it is far removed from your life. But 
you have at many times showed the distinction between Romany 
and Irish Travellers. This programme is not about you. The Irish 
travellers are called Gypsy as well so they do deserve to use the 
title in a show, primarily, about them. 
 
As for the school argument, what would you do bout it? The law of 
the land is that you go to school till 16. If your family moves 
around a lot then how can you blame the education system for 
failing you? It is clear that it is then the traveller community that 
basically fail the education system. Kids are moved into new 
schools and classes and because of that fact the traveller children 
are unsettled in new schools. This then leads to disruptive 
behaviour (using your troublemaker label here) and actually causes 
the rest of the pupils to suffer. 
* 
Kate  Feb 19, 2012 09:37 AM 
I'm sad to see people blaming travellers outright for their bad 
experience of the education system. As a Traveller myself, and a 
teacher in state education (primary, secondary and further 
education) for the last 13 years I think I have a pretty good 
overview of the situation. Yes, there are difficult Traveller pupils in 
school, but there are far more who don't come from that 
background that make life in the classroom a misery for others. I 
have taught Romany, Showman's Guild, Irish and New Traveller 
children and very few of them were ever disruptive or badly 
behaved despite some of the appalling things provocation by non-
traveller bullies. (And it isn't just the pupils - I have put up with 
really inappropriate comments from colleagues on several 

 



 

occasions, even in staff meetings about Travellers in general).  
 
Perhaps I had no problems with teaching them because I 
understood them and they found they could respect me? But 
getting qualified as a teacher if you come from this background is 
pretty impossible when people with your attitude abound in 
Britain.  You clearly have NO idea how difficult it is to get 
continuity in healthcare, education and social service when you are 
moved from pillar to post by unwelcoming councils. In the past, 
Travelling families had circuits which took them from one place of 
work to the next (harvesting, farm work, building, you name it), 
Now all that work is done by cheap immigrant labour and the 
Travelling people of this land are marginalised and no longer 
useful. By the time the school have sorted out the paperwork to 
admit the child, the council are evicting. So no wonder they find it 
difficult to integrate.  And FYI there is no law requiring any child 
to attend school until 16. Though education is compulsory in the 
UK for children between the ages of five and sixteen, school is not. 
Perhaps if there was more support and encouragement for 
Travellers by people like you, this vicious cycle could be broken 
and itinerant teachers from within the Travelling community could 
be recruited, trained and employed. 
* 
Marie-Claire    Feb 19, 2012 09:18 AM 
Fab post! I was once a believer of all things channel 4 fed me, but 
then I became wise.    I blogged about it too. Give it a read :-) 
http://marieclaireneaves.wordpress.com/2011/09/10/everyone-
loves-an-underdog/ 
* 
Gwen        Feb 19, 2012 09:35 AM 
A very well structured, well articulated piece. I felt I learned 
something very useful and in some parts, quite profound. 
* 
Anna Hayward     Feb 19, 2012 09:51 AM 
I never thought Big Fat Gypsy Wedding was any more real than 

 



 

TOWIE - just a bit of a laugh at some inappropriately dressed 
people. I never thought it was representative and it always struck 
me as odd that none of the participants were actually Gypsy 
(despite the title).   I had no idea that people thought it really was 
representative of your community, or worse, that you experienced 
racist abuse because of it. That's terrible!  Thank you for 
explaining so eloquently why this show is so wrong (I can't believe 
you're only 17. Perhaps you should be a writer?). 
* 
Rebs      Feb 19, 2012 10:17 AM 
I also found the title "Bigger, fattier, gypsier"! offensive and I am a 
fan of many C4 docs, so was completely taken aback by this. I 
have never watched an episode as I just thought it all looked a bit 
'sad'. I think this is one of the main gripes isn't it.. that channel 4 
are basically making 'gypsies' out to be daft. It is thoroughly 
demeaning. I hope the show gets pulled and a more accurate 
and aware programme replaces it. Saw this photo and thought it 
summed it up frankly. 
https://www.facebook.com/#!/photo.php?fbid=1010046938282682
9&set=a.798920870989.2507838.197800060&type=1&theater 
* 
Keren David                 Feb 19, 2012 10:31 AM 
Great post, good for you for speaking out. I hate the billboards in 
particular. Hope Channel Four takes note. 
* 
Tasha Faye      Feb 19, 2012 11:14 AM 
I shouldn't worry, most of 'us people' don't believe all of what 
comes onto our television screens; even when it comes to 
documentaries that are so called factual.  Unfortunately there are 
those in society, living on planet earth, uneducated haters, stuck in 
the dark ages; that make it their destiny to make the lives of others 
an uncomfortable one, full of conflict and non integration. 
* 
Barry Sullivan    Feb 19, 2012 11:47 AM 
Hi Pip,   A brilliant, thought-provoking, insightful, intelligent and 

 



 

caring letter. I think you will certainly raise the profile of the 
discrimination, although (cynically?) I doubt Channel 4 will do 
anything.    Best wishes,     Barry 
* 
Geoff      Feb 19, 2012 12:10 PM 
Good post, I’ve worked with Travellers from multiple backgrounds 
and traditions for a decade and agree that this is bs tv, sadly thats 
what most of it is. Since your studying sociology you ll find Pierre 
Bourdieu's book "On Television" useful. We ll need to stand up and 
resist PIPA, SOPA and ACTA or the internet will go the same way 
- a space of corporate censorship and sensationalist bs. 
* 
Rich Boden      Feb 19, 2012 12:31 PM 
Well said and many very valid points made. I strongly hope that 
more people continue to raise these points and that Channel 4 are 
held to account for instigating hatred.   I have worked a lot in 
Romania in the last few years and I have seen first hand the social 
exclusion of gypsies there - in Bucharest it is like they are ghosts 
or invisible, much of the time. Out towards the coast though, you 
do see huge gypsy houses, though still on the outskirts of towns it 
seems.  Given how much the EU bang on about racism/equality, it 
shocks me that the Romany racial group is treated so badly all the 
way across Europe. Channel 4 had an excellent opportunity here to 
raise questions about this and draw attention to it, but alas, they 
went for sensationalism and the promotion of unhelpful 
stereotypes.  rich 
* 
this is my england          Feb 19, 2012 12:34 PM 
Well said, Pip. Good article. Channel 4 continues to evolve away 
from its origins as a public service broadcaster meant to broaden 
minds. It has long been a populist channel largely showing the 
worst kind of crap. With nothing like your eloquence, I've gone for 
a simple sight gag - juxtaposing a description of the stated Channel 
4 mission with the poor taste of the poster used to promote this 
bloody awful programme: 

 



 

http://thisismyengland.blogspot.com/2012/02/stay-classy.html 
* 
Glenn       Feb 19, 2012 01:00 PM 
Well done, it just sums it all up, but will they listen, lets hope so, 
keep fighting.... 
* 
AnnaG      Feb 19, 2012 01:18 PM 
Hi Pip I have shared and tweeted your excellent blog which I hope 
will be read by many. Are you sending it to newspapers such as 
Guardian? I do think you should. This needs to be seen nationally 
sooner rather than later 
* 
Wiccan13      Feb 19, 2012 02:08 PM 
You are an excellent example of an honest young man and some 
day will be a great husband and father. Then you can pass down 
the truth about your culture and traditions. Unfortunately the 
truth does not sell. Regardless of what it is the media will always 
add their own opinions and perceptions. I understand that you are 
in the UK and since I am across the pond in the USA, I am not sure 
if there is the same infatuation or obsession with beauty pageants 
over there but here parents are allowed to dress their 4 year old 
little girls up in sexy revealing cloths make up and parade them 
around in front of cameras and adults. To me this is child abuse but 
the law does not see it that way. I applaud you Pip and wish you 
the best and the strength to keep true to yourself. Blessed Be. 
* 
Sarah Stewart       Feb 19, 2012 02:27 PM 
Great post, Pip. Thank you for getting me thinking and reflecting 
on my own biases and lack of knowledge. 
* 
Wee Beef            Feb 19, 2012 02:29 PM 
First class Pip. It's time for us to stand up on this issue. I come 
from a "settled" community. That "settled" community appear to 
watch this particular programme to either gloat or reinforce their 
narrow minded prejudices. It's always easy to look down on other 

 



 

groups and in some way helps makes them feel superior. Foolish 
notions. I concur with you on so many points. Who am I to judge 
anyone or group on their behaviour, especially on the basis of 
cleverly constructed footage designed to demean or ridicule others. 
Congratulations on a well constructed piece. I am certainly 
behind you in your campaign to expose a production company 
and a TV network's manipulation and deception. 
* 
JoeTheCrow           Feb 19, 2012 07:55 PM 
Have C4 really set out to maliciously stereotype the Traveller 
community? Or have they just produced an entertaining 
documentary on the cultural practices of a small minority of this 
community? After all, the show is fundamentally about 
WEDDINGS - it's not meant to be profound social commentary. 
It's unfair to call it fiction. There's no actors. No stooges. These 
events happened, and just because the majority of the travelling 
community doesn't relate, it's unfair to suggest that the show's 
producers have therefore set out to manipulate or deceive viewers. 
Does racial stereotyping increase after the airing of a documentary 
on, say, a miniscule minority of extremist Muslims? Probably. 
Doesn't mean the broadcaster should be crucified for putting it out. 
The purpose of BFGW was surely never to educate the public on 
the social and political persecution of Irish Traveller or Gypsy 
communities, so it can't be judged by those criteria. It's an 
entertainment show: that's it's remit. Granted, it is tainted by 
sensationalism, as almost all documentaries are (whether in the 
form of fear-mongering or in this case 'ridicule' as you put it). If 
the general public is ignorant enough to view this programme as a 
typical cross-section of Traveller life then the answer is MAKE 
MORE DOCUMENTARIES.  
 
Having said that, maybe C4 should consider a disclaimer at the 
start of each episode that says something along the lines of "C4 
does not intend to suggest that the cultural practices portrayed in 
this film are typical of the Travelling community at large, but are 

 



 

instead specific to certain minorities within this community.". 
Bullying and victimization is a problem. I grew up with very close 
family friends who were of Romany Gypsy descent. Although their 
family was settled, they were still bullied at school as a result.... 
the real problem is the inherent mistrust within the general 
population of the travelling community and anyone who doesn't 
adhere to the 'normal' social structures. Again, the answer has to be 
education. Documentaries that focus on what it's actually like to be 
a Traveller living in the UK today. BFGW didn't fail to do this, 
because it never set out to. More knowledge = less fear = less 
persecution. 
* 
hazymat            Feb 20, 2012 08:36 AM 
Nobody is, as you put it, being "crucified" for broadcasting this 
documentary.  Nobody is saying it's wrong, immoral, illegal.  
Merely that it's an unfair portrayal. 
 
Re your point about the documentary not being "fiction", of course 
you are right to say the events happened and there are no actors or 
stooges. But this completely misses the point of Pip's words. 
Everything we watch on the television is a *representation*, 
whether it's true or not.  It is this representation which is divisive 
and unfair, not the actual *truth* of the documentary.  Sure, I could 
make a documentary about how all women are manipulative, 
weak, and pathetic. I could choose women to star in this 
documentary who were manipulative, weak, and pathetic. My 
documentary wouldn't be "lying", but it would be 
"misrepresentation".  In fact I'm sure my documentary would even 
be entertaining. Would you argue that, because it's entertaining, 
that makes it okay?  Or what about your point that if people are 
stupid enough to believe it, we should make more documentaries?  
Of course, nobody clever does believe these things - but the people 
watching it are not clever, they are stupid, and such programmes 
live to serve their prejudices.  Whatsmore it stirs up hatred. As Pip 
mentioned, his family have taken a lot of abuse as a result of these 

 



 

kinds of prejudice.  The issue in question here is "representation".  
Channel 4 have got it wrong. Very wrong. 
* 
Pollik              Feb 20, 2012 01:14 AM 
I arrived here through Facebook.  This such a well written piece...I 
really do hope you have sent it to Channel 4. BFGW is not a 
documentary in any sense that I understand the word. It is a cheap 
magazine piece designed to give viewers a shocked laugh at the 
expense of the participants. Well, that is OK, the participants made 
their choice, but the rest of the gypsy communities didn't get a 
choice about it...and they are the ones who suffer for it. 
 
Have you considered trying to find someone who would make a 
documentary, a proper one, I mean. It would be a really 
interesting programme, whether it took form of, say, something 
like My Transsexual Summer (which was very well received 
within the trans community of which I part), or as a kind history 
lesson, tracing back to the roots, looking at different types of 
gypsies, distinguishing them from other kinds of travellers, and 
looking at how they are treated across the world (thinking here 
about Sarkhozy's occasional rants) and how much it hurts. And 
dealing with the inevitable bad apples in the gypsy communities.  
We have to fight persecution until "they" either get the message 
that it is bad thing or until "they" run out of whipping boys. 
* 
Geoff          Feb 20, 2012 01:48 PM 
East Sussex Traveller Education produced a short dvd, "My big fat 
gypsy stereotype". It s low budget but useful corrective.    NEEDS 
LINK!!!!!!!!!! 
 * 
Jane         Feb 20, 2012 02:16 AM 
thank you for putting another perspective, I feel better informed 
and hope Channel Four follow up in some way - trouble is your 
story is just a bit too positive to pull in the voyeurs who keep the 
viewing figures up 

 



 

* 
Asim Ali         Feb 20, 2012 04:08 AM 
Hi Pip,  Read your blog, it's a great read! I agree with the points 
you raise and recently attended an Editorial Ethics workshop at 
channel 4. I think if the general public actually knew how much 
T.V. fakery there was behind this new wave of 'Reality' T.V. then 
their viewing would be much smaller.  It's surprising they are 
getting away with calling these shows documentaries, they are no 
more factual than your average soap opera.   I thought you should 
at least know that there are people out there trying to banish these 
stereotypes, here is a film made by a company in London that tries 
to raise awareness about how false those stereotypes are   
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jce8UnyaZpU 
* 
Lesley Cookman                    Feb 20, 2012 04:39 AM 
A brilliant piece, thank you.  I did some research into your 
community for a book I wrote a couple of years ago, and found 
nothing that remotely related to the Channel Four "documentary".   
More power to your elbow. 
* 
Charliebob        Feb 20, 2012 04:39 AM 
Hi Pip,  Thank you. My family is Romany descent, though we 
settled several generations ago, we're still immensely proud of our 
heritage and of our family. I've been ranting since the series started 
and hope Channel 4 have the common sense to respond 
appropriately. 
* 
Bob Moonface      Feb 20, 2012 05:16 AM 
Just read this after someone tweeted a link to it ... superb mate, all 
the best. 
* 
Guyl        Feb 20, 2012 05:23 AM 
Well done Pip, an excellently written piece that any responsible 
broadcaster would feel shamed by. 
* 

 



 

Rvaya       Feb 20, 2012 05:29 AM 
Great blog. I can't wait to have the time to do some more back 
reading. Almost a year ago I wrote up an article about the series 
from my point of view, an American living in France. 
http://www.5sizes2small.com/wristflick/france/my-big-fat-gypsy-
wedding-an-eyeopener/      It's good to read that things aren't just 
as they are presented in the series. 
* 
Gladys Badhands      Feb 20, 2012 05:41 AM 
Thank you for drawing extra, and wonderfully eloquent attention 
to channel fours COMPLETE lack of social responsibility! Very 
well said x 
* 
Izzie           Feb 20, 2012 06:19 AM 
You are an articulate, intelligent young man and brave to put this 
out there. I always found BFGW perplexing at best, offensive at 
worst. Unfortunately, Channel 4 has a habit of somewhat 
disturbing 'documentaries' and reality tv shows. Only the other day 
I was wondering whether the series 'Playing it Straight' might have 
been a step too far yet again, this time into an odd, homophobic 
game show. 
* 
Voodoo Sam       Feb 20, 2012 06:28 AM 
Just wanted to say well done. For not pandering to their view that 
persons within your ethnic group are just a band of juvenile 
heathens and nothing more. A brilliantly written piece of writing 
that exposes all the loop holes with ease and effectiveness. It was a 
joy to read, thanks for contributing your views to the public sphere, 
I think many people would benefit from reading this.     Sam 
* 
lyrical       Feb 20, 2012 06:37 AM 
wow soo damn right you should do a documentary yourself on 
the true facts of this matter as what you have written was very 
refreshing and eye opening, maybe people will realize now that it 
is all a farce I actually live in ireland in dublin and have not come 
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across anything of the sort of thing which has been shown on tv. 
* 
Claire      Feb 20, 2012 06:50 AM  What an interesting post. 
Thanks for sharing. 
* 
Jessica Harper    Feb 20, 2012 06:58 AM 
Hi Pip,  I just wanted to take the time to comment your Blog post. 
It has really made me think and to me that means really good 
writing skills. You are very talented I feel and the way you get your 
points across is very professional. You should be very proud that 
you are getting the words and message across to lots of web users.  
I hope you don't mind but I have re-blogged your post on my own 
(Obviously all credited back to you and your blog - So hopefully a 
few more people will read it)   You can read my blog post that 
related to your own here:   www.jessicaeharper.blogspot.com  I 
hope you enjoy it and find that I have tried to be fair. I did not want 
to claim this as my own so I have made my own opinion on this 
issue very brief and have let your post do the talking. I wanted to 
check with you that this is okay to have done!?   I will continue to 
read your blog from now on as have very much enjoyed what I 
have read so far.   Many thanks     Jessica 
www.jessicaeharper.blogspot.com 
* 
Lise  Feb 20, 2012 07:56 AM 
Love this and will be reading the rest of your blog when I have the 
chance.   Lisa 
* 
hazy mat    Feb 20, 2012 08:20 AM 
Pip-  This Channel 4 so-called documentary is precisely the reason 
I don't have a television, I find the whole British portrayal of class 
and ethnicity in the entertainment industry really divisive and 
horrible.  For what it's worth I'm a normal middle class white guy 
(not that that this makes any difference to my point), but I'd like to 
say that there are a lot of people out there like me who stand 
with you against this mainstream, watered-down, insipid kind 
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of prejudice, and find the programme really offensive. 
 
There is a fine line between sensitive / educative documentaries 
about communities within our society and documentaries that are 
mean-spirited and ratings-grabbing.  This particular Channel 4 
documentary is NOWHERE NEAR that fine line... the producers 
crossed it ages ago, and the whole sorry joke of a programme 
should be pulled off-air. Keep writing - and I hope this open letter 
gets the airing it deserves. It's already doing the rounds on Twitter.    
Regards,    Mat 
* 
Chris Coreline      Feb 20, 2012 09:31 AM 
This is a great article, it has been duly shared to my network and 
has been re-shared from there outwards, i hope it gains viral 
traction befitting its quality. I am neither a Gypsey or a Traveller 
however i frequently end up in conversations with people who will 
trip over each-other to prove that they are culturally inclusive 
while in the next breath accuse all travelers of thievery and benefit 
fraud.    Such hypocrisy is further evidence exposing the culture of 
the intellectual fashionista which has replaced the educated left of 
yesteryear. 
* 
Samantha Pancheri    Feb 20, 2012 09:45 AM 
Very well said and excellent points made. I'm not a traveller and 
have only met a small number in my life, but I loathe the channel 4 
programme for all the reasons you've stated. Replace the word 
'gypsy' in the show's title with "black", "gay" etc and there would 
be outrage. I fail to see how C4 could think it appropriate to 
broadcast something so woefully misinformed about an entire 
ethnic group and which promotes ridicule of that group. 
* 
Adam     Feb 20, 2012 10:17 AM 
What makes me really laugh is that the same people that kiss pikey 
arse and jump to the defence of this group of people will be on any 
demo that opposes racism, misoginy, violence, anmial abuse and 

 



 

child cruelty.  The travellers are highly xenophobic and 
exclusionist. THey dont let their women work or socialise outside 
the clan when they get married.  All problems seem to be sorted 
out through fighting and physical violence is glorified. Dog and 
cock fighting are endemic in the traveller community as is hare 
coursing.  Male kids are encouraged to fight to prove themselves 
and if they loose the get a good hiding from their fathers that 
woudl attact the attention of social workers if it happened in the 
normal community.  I have had friends who are teachers and they 
dread getting trveller children in their class as the bullying goes 
through the roof. I have had 2 jobs in which I have had dealings 
with the traveller community and I have found them the most 
selfish , ignorant, problematic collection of people I have ever had 
to deal with. If Travellers are fustrated at being treated liek they 
say they are them maybe they should do something about their 
attitude and behavoiur towars the rest of society.   If they are pissed 
off with the way they are portrayed on the TV , then dont get 
involved in making the programme. You have no one to blame 
but yourselves. 
* 
Steve    Feb 21, 2012 05:10 AM 
Stereotyping at its very best! The people you have had dealings 
with in the past must be part of the 'minority' (like the ones 
gagging to show their faces on the show). It doesn't mean that 
every Romany or Irish Gypsy for that matter is selfish, ignorant 
and problematic like you said.   My advice to you is stop watching 
the show and watch cartoon network instead :p 
* 
rosarose      Feb 22, 2012 02:50 AM   Adam? Do you know ALL 
the gypsies? No? Oh. 
* 
Jess Smith      Feb 27, 2012 02:54 AM 
Adam, ignorance and meeting one or two families has lead you to 
stick us under the one umbrella and that is dangerous. You need to 
change your attitude.  I believe that the Programme although a 

 



 

representation of a very small group within a larger one has 
accidentally opened us up to society as a proud and culturally rich 
people.  Pip has written his feelings to the world, if channel 4 had 
not televised the show, we would not have read this young man's 
genius. And he is not the only one; we are many! So when 
governments decide to keep up the gypsy bashing, perhaps this 
'one voice' will bring about changes. We needed something to 
waken us up. 
 
'Eastenders' when it first came out had people from the area up in 
arms and said it stereotyped them. Coronation street had a similar 
affect. There are more film companies looking at our culture and 
are considering portraying the 'good' 'intelligent' 'historical' side. 
For instance, where do the words gypsy, pikey, tinker, traveller, 
vagabond, roma originate. who was it who showed the American 
settlers how to build a wagon and how to train a horse? I feel that 
from the seeds of BFGW will flourish the unspoken history that 
both church and state did not want anyone finding out about. Keep 
shouting Pip and add other young voices, share with the world, 
now that opportunities are here through internet. Erase the 
long cloaked ignorance. 
* 
woodpecker         Feb 20, 2012 02:00 PM 
Pip, what is your view on the film 'Knuckle"?     
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1606259/ 
* 
JellyWelly        Feb 20, 2012 02:29 PM 
Wow, a fantastic article Pip.  An article that has genuinely made 
me think very carefully about racism and how easy it is to sit back 
and watch these types of programs and not question it. Thank you.   
Maybe we all need to begin to question the things that we allow 
into our lives more vigorously! As an expectant Mum and would 
like to hope that I can bring my baby into a world where this type 
of vile, unchecked ignorance is declining and it is men like 
yourself that are going to help make that happen... again thank you 

 



 

and good luck. 
* 
MacinTyler         Feb 20, 2012 03:38 PM 
Well said! I think that Big Fat Gypsy Wedding is degrading to 
other gypsies/travellers like yourself. My friend is a traveller, and, 
like you is at college! He told me that they got the gypsy/traveler 
community wrong. All the things said in the 'documentary' could 
be about the Irish gypsies, but not others.   Did you send this? If so, 
did you get a reply?! 
* 
Emiley      Feb 21, 2012 01:30 AM 
Well written, insightful, intelligent ♥ Thank you.  From a proud 
British Romany Gypsy who now lives in New Zealand. 
* 
Tamsin        Feb 21, 2012 02:10 AM 
Well written, to the point and i think everyone who watches the 
show should read this.  I hope Channel 4 get a link to this and sort 
their lives out.   Keep fighting. xx 
* 
Mrs Angry       Feb 21, 2012 02:27 AM 
Absolutely brilliant: well said. 
http://wwwbrokenbarnet.blogspot.com/2012/02/channel-fours-big-
fat-racist-advert.html 
* 
Jenn-red                Feb 21, 2012 02:29 AM 
This is a really important letter. However, I am aware that often 
what illicits a response can often be anger with the reality of some 
of the more negative aspects contained within the subject. Media 
often takes the piss and when do they ever actually take domestic 
abuse and illiterate children seriously; since when does 
intertwining the cuts between puff-ball wedding gowns count as 
appropriate context? Hand this boy a camera and let him tell his 
own story. It may inspire him to continue to highlight the 
problems of stigmatization, bullying and institutionalized racism in 
our schools. x 

 



 

* 
mutantfilm      Feb 21, 2012 07:13 AM 
Channel Four. Give this man a camera and some help, and let 
him make a documentary. It will undoubtedly be very interesting. 
* 
katevlewis     Feb 21, 2012 07:22 AM 
Hi Pip,  I am a researcher for an award winning social history 
documentary company called Testimony Films (makers of ‘A 
Century of Fatherhood’, BBC4; ‘Secrets of the Blitz’, Channel 5; 
‘7/7: The Angels of Edgware Road’).  At the moment we are in 
contact with Channel 5 about making a documentary about 
Gypsies in the Holocaust.  
 
I am very sorry for getting in touch with you about this highly 
sensitive subject matter via your blog post. I wasn’t able to find a 
private way to contact you. I really appreciate the sensitivity of the 
project, as well as the hesitancy of the gypsy community in talking 
to people from the media, especially in light of recent portrayals. 
We aim to fully challenge these portrayals. I am very much hoping 
that the project will be seen in a positive light because it will pay 
tribute to and remember the terrible suffering and persecution of 
the Gypsy community in WW2 and remember a time in history so 
forgotten.  
 
For the project we are hoping to contact Gypsies who survived the 
Holocaust, British Gypsies who fought in WW2 and Gypsies who 
fled Mainland Europe to the UK just in time to escape persecution. 
We would also be very interested in talking to the children of 
gypsies who were victims of the Holocaust, who now live in the 
UK. I would stress this documentary will focus on the terrible 
prosecution of gypsies during WW2 and the depth of history the 
gypsy community have. The documentary would rely on speaking 
to Gypsies with connections to the Holocaust and finding such 
people who live in the UK and who are willing to tell their stories.  
If you, your family, or Romany Gypsies you know would be 

 



 

interested in sharing their experience of the Holocaust I would be 
so grateful to hear back from you. Or if you would like more 
information about the project, please don’t hesitate to get in touch.   
With all my best wishes,   Kate Lewis 
Kate.lewis@testimonyfilms.com 
* 
Saveferris  Feb 21, 2012 09:40 AM 
Well said!!   I have to say I do watch and I watch it with the 
proverbial pinch of salt as with all reality shows its greatly 
exaggerated and picks the people that fit the stereotype the most!!  
I can guarantee you if you all came to the north east of england you 
would see that the fools on geordie shore are few and far between  
These shows are just for entertainment purposes and the makers 
dont care about the people they upset and annoy as long as they hit 
the ratings high they want!!!     xxx 
* 
20somethingmum  Feb 21, 2012 10:26 AM 
Hi Pip  Great piece, very well written  Sadly though, all the wile 
C4 are getting viewing figures in the millions and column inches in 
the rags, it wont go away. I wrote a piece myself last year, 
 (http://20somethingmum.blogspot.com/2011/01/comment-big-fat-
gypsy-weddings.html)my partner is of Irish traveller stock (a 
cousin of Paddy) and he was appalled.  It speaks for itself that an 
old lady was shown last week who questioned why the girls feel 
they need to flash the flesh, and she was the Gran of one of the 
girl's they filmed.  As for the backlash over the 16 year old who 
questioned sunbeds link to cancer- that's not a traveller issue, that's 
more of an education in schools about the subject of cancer and 
beauty treatments issue!   Good luck with your courses Pip 
* 
Mariaam    Feb 21, 2012 01:36 PM 
Great article, well done for pointing this out. Just like us 
(Africans),we face racism a lot and we are regarded as an un 
educated 'nation', who drop out of school young to make babies but 
in reality if we had free education system and probably social 
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welfare back home maybe we would get educated and we wouldn't 
even leave our countries to be in places where we get treated sub 
human. Unfortunately ignorant people ignore to find out why 
things are the way they are, because they are lazy to find out! 
* 
mario@romanichal.net     Feb 21, 2012 07:46 PM 
The writing was executed so well because Pip understands the 
issues so very, very profoundly. Thats just him thinkin about stuff.  
I been tryin to spit something like that out for the last year. 
Miserably.  At any rate, if this has peaked your attention, there is a 
petition started where you can sign on to a POTENTIAL class 
action lawsuit against Firecracker as well as the networks which 
broadcast this puke.  A link to it is here:  
 http://www.romanichal.net 
 
I'm sorry but you must be either Irish Traveller or Romani to 
qualify to sign the petition. Not because we hate everyone but 
because it is only we who legally make up the "class". Those are 
who are most directly being harmed.   Speaking of which, If you 
have an incident to report where you or your's have been harmed 
directly as a result of this show, it will help the potential suit. You 
MAY stand to share in a POTENTIAL settlement.  I don't really 
know. I'm not a lawyer.  If so, you can also report the incident at 
that same website (or here, if Pip permits). 
* 
Ghost Whistler      Feb 21, 2012 11:36 PM 
Racism is indefensible.  The two episodes of this gaudy 
programme I have seen featured solely, correct me if I'm wrong, 
Irish Travellers who, as is my understanding, are not Gypsies.  It 
would be monumentally naive to assume any programme isn't 
biased; they are all subject to an agenda on the cutting room floor. 
But I have one question: was the horse racing sequence shown last 
night real or staged? 
* 
combat_claire           Feb 22, 2012 01:24 AM 
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I came across a link to your blog on Twitter last night and found it 
really interesting. It seems a real shame that Channel 4 have once 
again chosen to go for populist and sensational programming far 
removed from the initial Cutting Edge documentary. Some of the 
comments I saw on Twitter last night were sickening and 
horrifying, talk of gassing traveller communities that would 
have been more suited to 1940s Germany than 21st Century 
Britain.   I have a lot of dealings with the traveller/gypsy 
communities (I'm ashamed to admit that I don't actually know what 
branch of the ethnic group they fall within) as an 
auctioneer/surveyor. It seems abundantly clear that like any 
community there are bad apples, but when it comes to paying the 
bill I know that the traveller clients are the ones I would trust with 
my life and will be in the office with cash the next day whilst the 
clients who are rolling in money are the ones who delay paying the 
invoice!    I look forward to reading more of your blog. Best of 
luck with the studies and your future career plans. 
* 
rosarose       Feb 22, 2012 03:01 AM 
Fantastic! What a well written, engaging and witty blog. Great 
reading and as thought provoking as the documentary was 
sensationalist. 
* 
Florence Joelle   Feb 22, 2012 04:19 AM 
Nice one, Pip! Brilliantly written.. 
* 
Roger     Feb 22, 2012 09:15 AM 
Disrespectful comedy and negative insinuation is all in the edit, 
which is tough to argue about with a media that decides when and 
where to respect the intuition of it's entire audience, i.e. the human 
race.  People identify what they're being ASKED to see & hear 
before they know what they're ACTUALLY seeing & hearing, if 
they ever even take the time to do that. This is known by anyone 
who fabricates media. That's also the cornerstone of polite, passive 
communication; television to fill your time, not to challenge or in 

 



 

turn to invite challenge.  As well as e.g. the ridiculous title, tone of 
voiceover on episodic trailers or the connotations of it's scheduled 
timeslot, it is indeed the edit that suggests what kind of 
conversation one has with the telly, there's enough clues to subtle 
mockery and sensational spectacle. Devices such as silly music and 
comic timing of an unfortunate selection of every day speech 
excerpts. Real yes, responsibly in context, no. This is media's (and 
in turn, any establishment's) oldest and most evil trick, employed 
casually enough to slip beneath the viewer's radar.   I believe the 
title and the edit should be targeted as irresponsible at best, inciting 
of hatred at worst, and I don't think Channel 4's response is 
enough. In the same way many viewers are seduced into receiving 
a second-hand opinion on what they've seen, they can be lead 
towards a just argument against it. What could you do with those 
two letters side by side? Could they be published in a sympathetic 
mainstream magazine? What would the next step be?  Hope things 
improve, great letter, brightened my day.    Roger 
* 
jass              Feb 22, 2012 10:53 PM 
Thanks for Sharing...Helping Hands  volunteer abroad 
* 
Mike Ford      Feb 23, 2012 09:41 AM 
Have people managed to work out yet that the subjects of this 
documentary sign off on being in this show and as such are not 
being exploited? If they make a fool of themselves then it is on 
them, they are acting like that on camera and signing up for them. 
Wether or not it is a true representation of gypsy life is an entirely 
seperate issue.  "OMG these people are being forced to act like tits 
and then say they are ok for it to be on TV!"  As they say, hate the 
player, not the game. It's not Channel 4s fault that some people are 
mega chavs. 
* 
Vikki Louise Rawlings   Feb 25, 2012 11:04 AM 
This is the best letter i've read for a long time!   Real gypsy life 
needs to be shown, rather than watching young girls prance around 

 



 

on my screen wearing next to nothing.  My grandad would be so 
ashamed with this programme as we all are.  Either change it to 
'MY BIG FAT IRISH TRAVELER WEDDING' or put some real 
Romany culture on there! They didn't try their hardest to 
survive in trailers and hunt to put food on the table for their 
families with little to no money to be made a fool of!   It's so 
important to get the word out!   Pip your a big inspiration to all 
Romany Gypsies out there and I personally have the up most 
respect for you!    VikkiLou 
* 
Charlie        Mar 1, 2012 03:13 PM 
Hi. What an intelligent and well argued blog. I hope C4 take 
notice. I am a teacher and work with a lot of traveller children. 
The vast majority are nice enough kids who are no better or 
worse than any of the others.   I think it should be born in mind, 
however, that children (especially teenagers in my experience) are 
simply afraid of what seems very different to them. In fact, most 
teenagers spend the vast majority of their time trying to be the 
same as everyone else ("What are you wearing tonight? A dress. 
OK I will too then" and so on). It's not too much of a stretch to 
see why minority communities become segregated from so-
called mainstream through lack of understanding. Add to this 
that traveller children tend to have a lot of absences from 
school and we can forgive children for finding it hard to 
interact and intergrate.    As a teacher, I take great care to be 
inclusive of all cultures and beliefs in my classroom. I'm sorry that 
you feel the curriculum isn't relevant to the traveller and/or gypsy 
way of living, but large parts of the curriculum are also not 
relevant to non-travellers either. However, the rejection of the 
education system on that basis is not the answer.  Clearly you 
found some relevance in what you were learning since you are now 
at college continuing your studies. I teach in a school on the edge 
of a rural area and we have many children from non-traveller 
farming backgrounds who intend to run the farm when they leave 
school; little they learn in the classroom will prepare them for this. 

 



 

However, education does give them choices later in life, should 
they wish for them.    And....I really don't mean to sound rude....but 
it's the law that all children are educated under the curriculum, 
whether at school or at home. Whilst I believe there is a LOT of 
room for improvement, it is not for the traveller or any other 
community to opt out in the meantime. It's a slight contradiction to 
say that you want to be accepted as equals but to reject the 
institutions of Britain at the same time.   That said, I must finish by 
reiterating that the majority of travellers I have met in an 
educational capacity have been very nice people. But there must be 
give and take on both sides if we want true equality. 
* 
Libby Cone             Mar 5, 2012 04:50 AM 
I couldn't agree more with Charlie. If a culture wants to be 
accepted it cannot insist that all its values be accommodated. The 
Amish in America are a good example. They do not believe in 
education after the age of thirteen, so they run their own schools. 
They eschew government programs. Schools cannot be expected to 
teach that education is irrelevant. It is insulting to working-class 
people to assume that none of them have bookshelves or that their 
interests stop at the boundaries of their vocational needs. How 
"culturally sensitive" does government need to be? Should it 
accommodate such deeply-held cultural values as female genital 
mutilation? 
* 
atterse      Mar 6, 2012 02:21 PM 
What an incredibly persuasive differing point of view you give 
Pip. I do not think that people view the program as representative 
of Gypsy culture, yet the recent news coverage of dishonest and 
criminal gypsy families stealing from the elderly now perhaps have 
more prominence (i.e. the repayment of £1.3 million back to 
conned clients.) As does the HMRC investigation now under way 
against 5 participants of the program for tax evasion.  Alas through 
your own communities actions suspicion and dislike has been 
fostered , not because of the program. 

 



 

* 
Snafflepuss      Mar 17, 2012 09:11 AM 
...and this is why I follow you on Twitter. Sterling work Pip! In 
parts I was shouting in solidarity, in other parts cringing for C4 and 
elsewhere, really chuckling. Thank you! 
* 
city   Apr 7, 2012 07:37 PM  nice opinion.. thanks for sharing... 
 
***************************************************** 
http://pipopotamus.blogspot.com/2012/04/april-8th-is-
international-roma-day.html#comment-form 
 
SATURDAY, 7 APRIL 2012 
April 8th is International Roma Day:  
celebrations or tribulations? 
 
"I will stay optimistic that the discussions today in Cordoba may 
lead the way to a more equal existence for Roma people."  
 
Two years on from the European Roma Summit in Cordoba, only 
one thing has changed - my optimism has long since gone. 
Pessimism, of course, does not lead revolutions, yet it is 
challenging to be enthused by the empty promises of the Cordoba 
Summit's declaration of expectations. Did I miss the condemnation 
of forced evictions? The legitimate criminalisation of widespread 
antiziganism? The promotion of representation for the Romani 
people? Perhaps it is ambitious to expect any dramatic change in 
such a short period of time, but it would be fair for one to expect 
dramatic progress during, what has been named, the Decade of 
Roma Inclusion. 
 
"The Decade of Roma Inclusion 2005-2015 is an unprecedented 
political commitment by European governments to improve the 
socio-economic status and social inclusion of Roma", thus it 
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shouldn't be wrong to expect that the twelve countries, who have 
proudly made this commitment, are doing all that is within their 
power to improve the situation for Europe's most deprived ethnic 
minority.   In reality, however, it is clear to see how distorted this 
commitment really is: 
 
* A report released April 4th, reveals how Bosnia and 
Herzegovina's are excluding Roma from political participation.  
 
* Bulgaria was swamped by anti-Roma riots and violence in 
September 2011.  
 
* The racial segregation of Roma children, in Czech Republic 
schools.  
 
* Rumored Hungarian forced labor camps for unemployed Roma.  
 
* The illegal Macedonian travel ban, preventing Roma for leaving 
the country.  
 
* The Romanian Government's attempt to change the name of the 
Roma ethnicity to Tigan (untouchable).  
 
* The wall built in Slovakia in 2010, to separate Roma from the 
rest of their community. 
 
It is difficult to pinpoint exactly what progress is being made 
through the Decade of Roma Inclusion, especially when those 
countries who, unsurprisingly, have not pledged commitment to the 
initiative, appear to be just as 'advanced' at social inclusion. Let us 
not forget Cristina and Violetta Djeordsevic, the two Roma 
children whose lifeless bodies were photographed on a Naples 
beach, surrounded by sunbathing tourists. Nor should we forget 
Italy's plans, in 2008, to fingerprint all Roma children, the forced 
and ongoing expulsions of Roma from France, and the UK eviction 

 



 

of Dale Farm, which although victimised Irish Travellers, set a 
truly horrifying precedent for the treatment of Britain's Travelling 
and Romani communities.  
 
The continued and historic violations of the human rights of 
Europe's Roma, raise an important, yet unanswered, question: why 
does Europe hate the Romani people? Indeed, immigrants are often 
looked upon with great suspicion. Who are they? Where did they 
come from? Why are they here? Perhaps what is fascinating is that 
the Roma first arrived in Europe during the 12th century, yet 900 
years on they are still considered somewhat alien - they are 
invaders, belonging to an unknown land. This hostility has 
transgressed time and borders, thus surely the Romani people must 
have committed a heinous and inconceivable act?  
 
If Europe's Roma are guilty of anything, it is their refusal to 
assimilate. One would think that after 900 years of European 
settlement, the Romani culture would be somewhat weakened, but 
instead it remains distinctive and strong. It is this rejection of 
assimilation, however, that perhaps lays at the roots of Europe's 
widespread  antiziganism. By rejecting mainstream culture, it can 
be argued that the Romani people have segregated themselves. Yet 
when they have been received with such great hostility since their 
arrival, where is the incentive to assimilate? Whether one agrees 
with the assimilation of minorities or not, the Romani people 
cannot be held accountable for the prejudice and discrimination 
that they have suffered. That is a product of intolerance, not a 
product of difference.  
 
In spite of these arguments, it still remains puzzling as to why 
Europe's Roma have been treated so abhorrently. There appears to 
be an irrational and unexplainable hate for the Romani people, that 
has led to unacceptable and mostly unchallenged social exclusion. 
An irrational hate that led to the systematic murder of 
approximately 500,000 Romani people by Nazi Germany. While 

 



 

the Jewish population were compensated for their suffering, the 
plight of the Romani people lives on. While the mass murder 
ended, the sentiment of the Porajmos is very much alive. The 
Romani people are unwanted, blamed for society's ills, and 
ghettoised.  
 
It is often easier to ignore injustice than to challenge it, but surely 
one day there must be an end to the persecution of Europe's Roma. 
Perhaps one of the biggest problems is that Europe's Roma have no 
voice, indeed there are many organisations that speak for them, but 
very few that are the true voice of the Romani people. What is 
more, there appears to be a lack of any unity whatsoever between 
the different Romani subgroups. In Bulgaria, the Daskane 
disassociate themselves from the Kalderash, while in the UK the 
Romanichal and European Roma communities live mostly isolated 
from one another. Perhaps if less time was spent pursuing the myth 
of the pure blood Romani, which acts only to divide rather than 
unite, then more time could be spent building a powerful and 
united voice.  While the internal divisions amongst the Romani 
population have hindered attempts at a voice of solidarity, one 
mustn't be distracted from the more pressing problems of tolerated 
antiziganism. The anti-Roma riots in Bulgaria last year were a 
clear and frightening indication of European attitudes towards the 
Romani people. Seven years into the Decade of Roma Inclusion, 
tensions are rising and social exclusion is worsening. It appears 
that this initiative relies more on ticking boxes than taking action, 
after all it would take an honourable government to push aside 
populism in favour of equality for a community that are so 
profoundly hated by the public. 
 
It is interesting that only 12 European countries have made a 
commitment, albeit a poor one, to challenging what can only be 
described as a 900 year-old apartheid. With just three years left, it 
seems very unlikely that the Decade of Roma Inclusion will 
achieve any significant progressions. With Europe currently in 

 



 

financial catastrophe, it appears governments have taken a leaf out 
of Hitler's book - condemning the vulnerable to sustain distraction. 
Thus, while Europe's Roma remain disproportionately 
underrepresented in the political sphere, we can expect to see very 
little change, yet plenty of unfulfilled commitments.          
 
"Prohasar man opre pirend, sa muro djiben semas opre 
chengende" 
 
COMMENTS 
Mrs Angry     Apr 7, 2012 10:50 AM     great piece of writing, Pip, 
well done. 
* 
Peejay     Apr 8, 2012 02:27 AM 
Well written Pip! The choice to assimilate is simply that, a choice. 
There is no imperative to integrate, so if the chosen path is to 
maintain 'purity' then that should be respected and is not a reason 
for exclusion and worse, persecution. I really hope that a fair and 
inclusive solution is found. Paul 
* 
Peejay  Apr 8, 2012 01:52 PM 
Translated the Romani proverb above - love it! 
* 
On Wheels   Apr 10, 2012 05:45 AM 
Spot on article. Assimilation is the bugbear for settled and nomadic 
alike. Society has a long history of fearing and annhilating 
anything that doesn't conform to it's double-standards.   
Supposedly liberal folk on the Guardian talkboards were majorily 
against the Dale Farm travellers, crying out that everyone has to 
live by the same rules - a fine concept if we were all born equal in 
the first place - but we weren't and never will be.   I don't feel a fair 
society for Gypsies and Travellers can be founded on principles of 
equality as this invariably involves too much in the way of 
assimilation for minorities, society needs to have at it's foundations 
tolerance, acceptance and respect for all its diverse members and 

 



 

lifestyles.  One rule for all only works if you are part of the 
majority that rule was designed for.     Pip, thank you for this blog, 
it really is very important. 
 
© pipopotamus.blogspot.com                 
***************************************************** 
http://uk.answers.yahoo.com/question/index?qid=20111203054151
AALmjBQ 
 
Resolved Question  (asked Feb 2012) 
Recently read the ‘’My Big Fat Gypsy wedding’’ book, have learnt 
a few things about Gypsies? 
I never got to watch big fat gypsy wedding but the book about that 
has recently come out and I read that in 2 days. I didn’t know 
much about gypsies before and know I understand them better. 
Gypsies have to leave school at a young age like around 11 so that 
they can train to be housewives, they get married young around 16 
or 17, women aren’t allowed to work they have to be housewives, 
they have so many kids, girls aren’t allowed to go out by 
themselves they need to be with someone e.g. family member and 
they aren’t allowed to talk to boys, drink, smoke, take drugs, have 
sex or have a boyfriend until they are 16 but the boy has to ask 
permission from the dad if he wants to go out with his daughter but 
the boy and girl aren’t allowed to be together alone again someone 
has to be with them and they are only allowed to kiss. What I don’t 
like about there culture is that girls cant get themselves a proper 
education and career, they have to marry young what’s wrong if 
you marry a little older?, girls have to be housewives and cook and 
clean and have so many kids, the boys work but at home they are 
lazy bustards and they don’t help out at all which is unfair and they 
don’t have showers, toilets and heating inside their trailer and girls 
cant be independent. I think all this is unfair and isn’t that allowed 
to change, if a girl wants a education and career cant she have one?  
I don’t hate gypsies and I never have, they are also very clean 
as well and have the most amazing weddings, some people in 
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England really hate them. What I want to know is that who has 
watched my big fat gypsy wedding and changed their views on 
them? 
* 
Desiree Rowe   Best Answer - Chosen by Asker 
I have watched and have a new found respect for them and their 
culture. They seem to be more morally circumspect than the 
outside world. They live by their accestoral rules. I am not saying 
that they are right about the difference the boys and girls are 
bought up. But when it comes to being decent and circumspect 
they have the upper hand. Sometimes the new ways are not the 
right ways. 
* 
Asker's Rating/Asker's Comment: Thanks for your answer, the TV 
programme isnt only for entertainment but to show people a little 
about the culture, it was what it said on the book anyways. 
*  
Linda 
Sorry your knowledge of Gypsies is very limited and they do not 
live the same way in all parts of the world.  You need to learn your 
subject better before you give lectures on it but I do admire your 
desire to share knowledge with others. 
* 
Emma 
Having strong links to the travelling community, it is quite 
offensive to label the various communities as 'gypsies' but don't 
worry it's a common mistake.  I'm glad you see the communities in 
a good light but please remember these books and television 
programmes are made for entertainment purposes only. Things like 
'grabbing' simply do not happen, not in the travelling communities 
i work with anyway. Many women do go on to have an education 
IF they want to but preserving culutre within any community is 
important and many girls opt to stay within the community. 
Religion, honour and honesty are the mainstays as is the language. 
If you're interested in the culture i'd advise you to do some more 

 



 

research that isn't fuelled by the entertainment industry but it's 
great that you respect their culture and want to find out more. 
5 months ago 
                                                                                                                                   
© Yahoo.UK 
***************************************************** 
http://www.nosweat.org.uk/story/2012/04/04/roma-nation-day-
sunday-8-april-demonstration-london  
Roma Nation Day, Sunday 8 April - demonstration, London 
Sunday 8 April, assemble 12 noon, Hyde Park Corner, London 
March will visit embassies of countries where Roma are 
persecuted and government departments responsible for Traveller 
evictions in the UK 
 
SUPPORT THE RESISTANCE OF 
ROMA AND TRAVELLERS 
Roma and Travellers are saying enough is enough. On Roma 
Nation Day there will be actions across the world to demand 
justice and equality. Show your solidarity and encourage others to 
do the same!   In London we will be marching past many of the 
embassies of states who systematically oppress their Roma and 
Traveller populations. We will end up at the Department for 
Communities and Local Government, home of Eric Pickles and 
joint-architects of the brutal Dale Farm eviction.   Yes, it is Easter 
Sunday, but thousands upon thousands around the world will be 
marking this DAY OF RESISTANCE AGAINST APARTHEID.  
JOIN US! 
 
***************************************************** 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/huff-wires/20121007/eu-europe-
gypsies/ 
 
Activists rally in European cities to support Roma          
October 7, 2012 11:38 AM EST | AP 
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PARIS — Anti-racism activists, Gypsy musicians and others have 
gathered in European cities to protest violence and discrimination 
against Roma and celebrate their culture. 
 
Dozens of people participated in the "Roma Pride" event on Paris' 
Left Bank on Sunday. Organizer Benjamin Abtan said a march was 
held in central Prague, and there were conferences in cities from 
Bulgaria to Denmark. 
 
He said "we are a demanding a Europe-wide fight against racism 
and discrimination" and "to celebrate the diversity of Gypsy 
culture, which is an integral part of European culture." 
 
The events come amid tensions in France over what to do about 
makeshift camps of Roma in cities nationwide. Police routinely 
clear out the camps. Residents in the southern city of Marseille 
recently burned down a Roma camp after blaming them for 
burglaries.  
***************************************************** 
   NON-ETHNIC GROUPS OF U.K. & U.S.  TRAVELLERS 
 
A letter to the editor about New Age Travellers of the 
Traveller’s Times         
                               (summer 2009 issue) 
 
Although I can read I can’t write very well, so am asking a friend 
to write as I speak. I have read the following complaint: English 
Travellers and Irish Travellers do not mix, neither stopping 
together or travelling together. As to the letter from a selfstyled 
New Traveller with Gypsy status (Letters, Issue 38), what can I 
say? Take my advice: don’t start doing articles on New Travellers 
or you will alienate those of us who are proud to be Romanies. 
Finally, can I recommend two excellent books: ‘On The Cobbles’ 
by Jimmy Stockin and ‘Beneath the Blue Sky’ by Dominic Reeve. 

 



 

I’m a real Traveller and I can’t get over  how good they both are.        
Jasper Black 
© Traveller’s Times 
***************************************************** 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Age_travellers  
                        
                              New Age travellers 
                        From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
 
New Age Travellers are groups of people who often espouse New 
Age or hippie beliefs and travel between music festivals and fairs 
(mainly in the United Kingdom) in order to live in a community 
with others who hold similar beliefs. Their transport and homes 
consist of vans, lorries, buses, narrowboats and caravans converted 
into mobile homes. They also make use of improvised bender 
tents, tipis and yurts. New Age travellers largely originated in 
1980s and early 1990s Britain.[1] As of 2010, a small number 
continue to travel in the country, and cultural groupings with 
similar composition have also manifested themselves in other 
countries, such as New Zealand.  The movement originated in the 
free festivals of the 1970s[citation needed] such as the Windsor 
Free Festival, the early Glastonbury Festivals, Elephant Fayres, 
and the huge Stonehenge Free Festivals in Great Britain.   Later 
events included the Castlemorton Common Festival, a huge free 
and illegal event which attracted widespread media coverage and 
prompted government action. Some legal festivals, such as 
WOMAD, continue to take place in a variety of countries, 
including the UK. 
 
Peace Convoy:   In the UK during the 1980s the Travellers' mobile 
homes - generally old vans, trucks and buses (including double-
deckers) - moved in convoys. The movement had faced significant 
opposition from the British government and from mainstream 
media, epitomised by the authorities' attempts to prevent camps at 
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Stonehenge, and the resultant Battle of the Beanfield in 1985 – the 
largest mass civil arrest in English history. In 1986 and subsequent 
years police again blocked the "Peace Convoy" (as they then 
identified themselves)[citation needed] from "taking the Stones" on 
the Summer Solstice (June 21). This led Travellers to spend 
summers squatting by the hundreds on several sites adjacent to the 
A303 in Wiltshire. 
 
International manifestations: New Zealand  Housetrucks at the 
Nambassa 5-day festival, 1981   Housetruckers are individuals, 
families and groups who convert old trucks and school buses into 
mobile homes and live in them, preferring an unattached and 
transient gypsy lifestyle to more conventional housing. These 
unique vehicles began appearing around New Zealand during the 
mid-1970s and even though there are fewer today they continue to 
adorn New Zealand roads.  An early manifestation of this culture 
came with the Blerta (1970–1973) travelling circus of music, light 
theatre and art. This involved a well-known New Zealand actor, 
Bruno Lawrence, and 30 or 40 hangers-on who travelled around 
the country in a clapped-out Bedford bus, and sang, wrote and did 
hippie art. Most of the riders were radicals, hippies, groovers and 
free thinkers. They attracted a following and had a hit single with 
"Dance around the world" which was nominated for the Loxene 
Golden Disc in 1971, a local musical award at the time. After 1973 
the Project ran out of steam, and Lawrence turned his hand back to 
acting in such movies as Smash Palace in 1981.[2] 
 
Contemporary British travelling scene:  Many people see the 
Castlemorton Common Festival in 1992, a week-long festival that 
attracted up to 30,000 travellers and ravers, as a significant turning 
point for New Age Travellers in Britain, as it directly resulted in 
the government granting new powers to police and local authorities 
under the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994 to prevent 
such events in the future. The Criminal Justice Act included 
sections against disruptive trespass, squatting and unauthorised 

 



 

camping which made life increasingly difficult for travellers, and 
many left Britain for Ireland and Europe, particularly Spain. 
 
However, thousands of people still live a traveller lifestyle in 
Britain.[citation needed] As of 2010 they are normally known 
simply as Travellers. Few, if any, travellers live on the local 
authority sites reserved for Gypsies, Scottish Gypsies/Travellers 
and Irish Travellers, so instead stay on unauthorised sites 
throughout the countryside, particularly in Wales and the south-
west of England, and in urban areas. London hosts a large number 
of traveller sites in places such as disused factory or warehouse 
yards, and there is often a crossover between travellers and 
squatters, with travellers parking up in yards attached to squatted 
buildings. Typical traveller sites might have anywhere from 5 to 30 
vehicles on them, including trailers and caravans as well as buses, 
vans and horseboxes converted to live in. Although most travellers 
in Britain are British, large numbers of Continental Europeans also 
"travel" in the UK.  As unauthorised sites are evicted and travellers 
moved on frequently, accessing basic services such as health and 
dental care, refuse collection, benefits, and education for children 
can be problematic. Many traveller families home-school their 
children. Although travellers have only taken to the road since the 
1960s, as of 2010 many traveller families have reached their third 
or fourth generation. Despite widespread popular assumptions 
about travellers living on state handouts, many do seasonal or 
temporary work, on farms and building sites or in factories and 
pubs for example. Others work as self-employed mechanics, 
electricians and plumbers, or make money selling scrap, or running 
stalls at markets and car boot sales. Festivals during the summer 
also present many opportunities for travellers to make money 
through offering entertainment, services and goods to festival 
goers. A high level of mutual aid, the sharing of childcare and 
vehicle maintenance and "skipping" (collecting food from local 
supermarket skips) within communities allow travellers to live on 
very low incomes.  The Traveller and Free Party scenes often have 

 



 

close links, and many travellers run or are involved with the sound 
systems of raves and squat parties. 
 
***************************************************** 
http://www.andyworthington.co.uk/2010/05/28/the-battle-of-the-
beanfield-25th-anniversary-events/  
           
    The Battle of the Beanfield: 25th Anniversary Events  28.5.10 
 
Tuesday June 1 is the 25th anniversary of a brutal and pivotal 
event that signalled the start of a serious assault on civil liberties in 
the UK, leading to the passage of two horrendous pieces of 
legislation — the Public Order Act of 1986 and the Criminal 
Justice Act of 1994 — and paving the way for the excesses of the 
authoritarian regime presided over by Tony Blair and Gordon 
Brown.  That event on June 1, 1985 — a notoriously violent, one-
sided confrontation between 450 unarmed travellers and a quasi-
military police force of over 1,300 police and MoD personnel — is 
known as the Battle of the Beanfield. Further information can be 
found in The Battle of the Beanfield, the book I compiled and 
edited in 2005 for the 20th anniversary, and in the documentary 
“Operation Solstice,” directed by Gareth Morris and Neil Goodwin 
for Channel 4 in 1991. In addition, some indication of the 
significance of the Beanfield can hopefully be gleaned from this 
article I wrote for the Guardian last year — and the accompanying 
article here. 
 
As I explained at the time:        [At the Battle of the Beanfield] a 
convoy of new age travellers, peace activists, anti-nuclear 
campaigners and free festival goers were ambushed en route to 
Stonehenge, to set up the 12th annual Stonehenge free festival, and 
subjected to a brutal display of State aggression.  On that dreadful 
day for civil liberties in the UK, when Margaret Thatcher, having 
crushed the miners, turned her attention to a new “enemy within,” 
the one-sided Battle of the Beanfield was followed up by 
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legislation (the 1986 Public Order Act) that legitimized the 
government’s attempts to crush the way of life of travellers and 
Gypsies, curtailed the British public’s traditional right to gather 
freely without prior permission, and paved the way for a further 
assault on civil liberties (in the 1994 Criminal Justice Act), which 
was precipitated by the last large free festival in the UK, at 
Castlemorton, in May 1992. 
 
And as I added in the Guardian:    [T]he 1994 Criminal Justice Act 
not only repealed the 1968 Caravans Sites Act, criminalising the 
entire way of life of gypsies and travellers by removing the 
obligation on local authorities to provide sites for gypsies, but also 
amended the Public Order Act by introducing the concept of 
“trespassory assembly.” This enabled the police to ban groups of 
20 or more people meeting in a particular area if they feared 
“serious disruption to the life of the community,” even if the 
meeting was non-obstructive and non-violent, and the act also 
introduced “aggravated trespass,” which finally transformed 
trespass from a civil to a criminal concern. 
 
Both had disturbing ramifications for almost all kinds of protests 
and alternative gatherings, and were clearly ramped up after the 
government failed to secure convictions after the Battle of the 
Beanfield using an ancient charge of “unlawful assembly.” 
Moreover, as protestors have been discovering in the years since 
the passing of the Criminal Justice Act, the groundwork laid by the 
Public Order Act and the Criminal Justice Act provided the Labour 
government, which has passed more legislation directed at civil 
liberties than any previous government, to start from a presumption 
that there were few, if any instances when a peaceful protest by 
just two people could not be suppressed. 
 
For further information on the Beanfield and civil liberties in the 
UK, see my book Stonehenge: Celebration and Subversion, and 
two other articles here and here (and also see here for information 

 



 

about a book of photos from the 1994 Solsbury Hill road protest). 
I’ll also be posting an excerpt from the Beanfield book on the 
actual anniversary. 
 
Andy Worthington is the author of The Guantánamo Files: The 
Stories of the 774 Detainees in America’s Illegal Prison (published 
by Pluto Press, distributed by Macmillan in the US, and available 
from Amazon).  
© Andy Worthington 
***************************************************** 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_the_Beanfield  
                          Battle of the Beanfield 
 
The Battle of the Beanfield took place over several hours on the 
afternoon of Saturday June 1, 1985 when Wiltshire Police 
prevented a vehicle convoy of several hundred new age travellers, 
known as "The Convoy" and referred to in the media as the "Peace 
Convoy" from setting up at the 11th Stonehenge Free Festival at 
Stonehenge in Wiltshire, England after English Heritage who were 
the custodians of the site persuaded a High Court Judge to grant an 
exclusion zone of some four miles around the Stones. The incident 
became notorious for being a notable example of a police riot.[1]  
Convoy members reported that after a stand-off of several hours 
police attacked their procession of vehicles by entering the field 
where they were being contained, methodically smashing 
windows, beating people on the head with truncheons and using 
sledgehammers to damage the interiors of their coaches. The 
account was supported by all the independent witnesses and upheld 
by the subsequent court verdicts. The Beanfield was the field 
neighbouring the vehicles' location; when a large number of police 
entered the first field, many of the Convoy vehicles tried to escape 
by going through the Beanfield, where they were pursued and 
arrested by police.   At the time, the police alleged that they 
responded after they had come under attack, being pelted with 
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lumps of wood, stones and even petrol bombs. They did not repeat 
these allegations in any of the subsequent court cases; no proof for 
any of them has ever come to light. Whilst the full account of 
events remains in dispute, a court judgment six years later found 
the police guilty of wrongful arrest, assault and criminal 
damage.[2] 
 
After gathering for the previous night in Savernake Forest, the 
convoy set off on the morning of 1 June. There were between 80 
and 120 vehicles, most of them buses and vans that had been 
converted into living spaces by their owners. In total there were 
several hundred people in the Convoy, including a number of 
families.  An exclusion zone had been declared four miles (6.4 km) 
around Stonehenge and the convoy hoped to breach this, and spend 
the solstice in sight of the henge. The police set up a roadblock 
near Shipton Bellinger about seven miles (11 km) from 
Stonehenge, by tipping three lorry loads of gravel across the road. 
When the Convoy halted at this blockage, the police allegedly 
moved down along the line of vehicles, smashing windscreens and 
arresting the occupants.[1] As a result, the majority of the Convoy 
attempted to flee by driving through a hedgerow into a nearby 
grass field. Some Convoy vehicles rammed police vans.[1]  The 
Convoy found themselves trapped in the field, unable to continue 
their journey towards Stonehenge, and the police refused to allow 
them to return to Savernake with their vehicles. There were 
attempts by Convoy members to negotiate with the police, over 
several hours. The Chief Constable of Wiltshire, Donald Smith 
ordered the arrest of all the members of the Convoy, stating that he 
was convinced that they were intent on breaking the exclusion 
zone that had been imposed around Stonehenge by the judiciary at 
the instance of English Heritage.  There were outbreaks of violence 
in which several members of the Convoy received head injuries. 
An ambulance was allowed through to take them to hospital. [3]  
Eventually the police, many in riot gear, entered the field on foot. 
This gave the Convoy a couple of minutes notice that an attack was 

 



 

imminent, and many tried to escape in their vehicles, crossing over 
into the adjacent Beanfield: but travelling over rough field terrain 
their vehicles were so slow that they were all quickly overtaken by 
policemen on foot. As a result, almost all of the members of the 
Convoy were arrested.[2] 
 
Convoy member Phil Shakesby later gave his account of the day:  
“The police came in [to the grass field] and they were battering 
people where they stood, smashing homes up where they were, just 
going wild. Maybe about two-thirds of the vehicles actually started 
moving and took off, and they chased us into a field of beans.  By 
this time there were police everywhere, charging along the side of 
us, and wherever you went there was a strong police presence. 
Well, they came in with all kinds of things: fire extinguishers and 
one thing and another. When they'd done throwing the fire 
extinguishers at us, they were stoning us with these lumps of flint 
and such.”  There were many similar reports from the travellers, 
which were denied by the police. Most independent eyewitness 
accounts did, however, relate that the police had used violent 
tactics against men, women and children, including pregnant 
women; and purposefully damaged the vehicles used by the 
Convoy.[4][5] 
 
Official figures said eight police officers and sixteen travellers 
were taken to hospital with minor injuries. One traveller suffered 
from a fractured skull.  The miners' strike ended earlier in the same 
year, and comparison was made with the tactics that were used by 
the police during the strikes. The news section of the Police 
Review of June 8 1985 reported "The Police operation had been 
planned for several months and lessons in rapid deployment 
learned from the miners' strike were implemented.“   There were 
insufficient holding cells in local jails to hold all those arrested. 
Convoy members were transported throughout the Midlands and 
even to northern England. [3] Not all children and parents ended 
up in the same region.[1] The Convoy vehicles were all towed to a 

 



 

single site where they could be claimed after their owners were 
released from custody.  Those who had attended the Stonehenge 
festivals to celebrate the Summer Solstice were not deterred by this 
incident; if anything, the number of pagan pilgrims grew in 
numbers in the years following. A pilgrimage along the Ridgeway 
linking several ancient sites including Avebury took place the 
following year. 
 
Media coverage:  Photographic evidence of the police action is 
extremely scant. Freelance photographer Ben Gibson, engaged by 
The Observer that day, was arrested on charges of obstruction. 
Although he was later acquitted, the arrest removed him from the 
scene. The Observer later lost the negatives during an office move. 
[6]  Another freelance photographer, Tim Malyon, was chased 
from the field by police.   ITN reporter Kim Sabido, recorded an 
emotional piece-to-camera:   “What I have seen in the last thirty 
minutes here in this field has been some of the most brutal police 
treatment of people that I've witnessed in my entire career as a 
journalist. The number of people who have been hit by policemen, 
who have been clubbed whilst holding babies in their arms in 
coaches around this field, is yet to be counted. There must surely 
be an inquiry after what has happened today. ” 
 
When broadcast that evening, the voice-over was removed, as was 
footage of the more contentious police acts. According to Sabido:  
“When I got back to ITN during the following week and I went to 
the library to look at all the rushes, most of what I'd thought we'd 
shot was no longer there. From what I've seen of what ITN has 
provided since, it just disappeared, particularly some of the nastier 
shots.”   Some of the missing footage has since been rediscovered, 
and was incorporated into the Operation Solstice documentary 
shown on Channel Four in 1991.  Nick Davies reported for The 
Observer:  “There was glass breaking, people screaming, black 
smoke towering out of burning caravans and everywhere there 
seemed to be people being bashed and flattened and pulled by the 

 



 

hair. Men, women and children were led away, shivering, 
swearing, crying, bleeding, leaving their homes in pieces.” 
 
Legal action:  After nearly six years, a verdict was given in the 
court case taken out by twenty-four of the travellers, who had sued 
Wiltshire Police for wrongful arrest, assault and criminal damage 
as a result of the damage to themselves and their property.[2] In the 
main, they were only able to take action against the police force - it 
proved difficult to pursue charges against individual police officers 
as none of the riot police involved had been wearing identifying 
numbers. Despite this, one police sergeant was convicted of an 
assault occasioning actual bodily harm on a member of the 
Convoy.[2]   The police radio had been recorded, and was used in 
evidence against Wiltshire Police. It was to prove inconclusive as 
there were gaps in the recording at vital points.  The travellers had 
left from Savernake Forest, land managed by the Earl of Cardigan 
(David Brudenell-Bruce, Earl of Cardigan) on behalf of his father, 
the Marquess of Ailesbury. Lord Cardigan decided to follow the 
convoy on motorbike, together with his friend John Moore.Lord 
Cardigan witnessed the events, and later testified in court against 
Wiltshire Police, saying that he had seen a heavily-pregnant 
woman being "clubbed with a truncheon."   He was criticised as an 
unreliable witness by several national newspapers. On Monday 3 
June 1985, the editorial in The Times even went as far as to state 
that being "barking mad was probably hereditary", probably a 
reference to a previous Lord Cardigan's involvement with the 
Charge of the Light Brigade. Lord Cardigan started legal action 
against The Times, The Telegraph, the Daily Mail, the Daily 
Express and the Daily Mirror for their attacks on him, and received 
written apologies and damages from each.   Lord Cardigan also 
described how he was approached by the police the following day, 
who wanted permission to remove travellers who were still at 
Savernake:[6]   “They said they wanted to go into the campsite 
'suitably equipped' and 'finish unfinished business'.   Make of that 
phrase what you will.   I said to them, that if it was my permission 

 



 

they were after, they did not have it.   I did not want a repeat of the 
grotesque events that I'd seen the day before.”   After four months 
of hearings, twenty-one of the travellers were successful in their 
case and were awarded £24,000 in damages. The judge refused to 
award them their legal costs, thereby significantly reducing the 
amount received.    Their barrister, Lord Gifford QC (Anthony 
Maurice Gifford, 6th Baron Gifford), stated "It left a very sour 
taste in the mouth."[6]        
***************************************************** 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3JCkUZAwvEA 
YouTube video about the Battle of the Beanfield  
 
Thatcher''s fucking boot boys! 
rootsquare 1 year ago 20   
  
COMMENTS 
The police... "Just calm down"  Fucking thick motherfuckers. 
wearemud 3 days ago 
* 
@DoctorBastardo OK I watched it. The attitude of the police 
during "Mankey Snatchers" reign & even that grey feller, was that 
alternative was wrong. Beanfield succeeded in calling hundreds, if 
not thousands of us to new way of life. Their karma for their 
brutality. Amongst other things she/it cancelled UKs renewable 
energy prog, & now the blue meanies are back its no windfarms in 
my backyard again. One day soon when GAIA flips her lid, at least 
we'll survive & be proved right. Anarchy and Peace 
* 
DoctorBastardo 3 weeks ago 
Dunno if I can watch it. Tears in my eyes already and I wasnt 
there. 3 years b4 the road called me. around 93 me & a friend were 
chased by 6 bill yelling "ethnic cleansing.... " I didnt catch the rest, 
just ran faster! Our crime? Walking our dogs down a seemingly 
quiet lane & accidentally stumbling across a police helicopter in a 
field. dont think half the folk of today would believe the stuff they 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3JCkUZAwvEA


 

done. NOR the millions of taxpayers £s waisted on stopping 
people who wanted to save the planet.  They pulled the same shit at 
Stoney Cross a year later. Smashed homes of people I know, made 
friends walk for miles and miles. Finally Michael Eavis gave 
refuge at Pilton but he turned on everyone in '92! Always trouble 
when the Tories get in to power. Civil unrest, divide between rich 
and poor widens! All politicians are power thirsty wankers! TIME 
FOR CHANGE!! LOVE and PEACE always!!! 
* 
IANPEIRCE 1 month ago 
I've been reading about this, and a friend has been talking to me 
about his experiences around the same time/area. I thought this 
footage had been lost. Thanks for sharing it. 
I can't believe nothings changed. 
* 
deathcultureuk 3 months ago 
I work with someone that had friends there and i must say, the 
police are scum, women and kids brutally beaten, its wrong.. the 
corrupt police and government haven't changed one bit.. 
* 
cestrianvlogger 4 months ago 
I lost my home that day , and I lost my home at Argyle Street in the 
same year:I was 7 years old, now I'm facing losing my home again 
at the mercy of the council - BTW if you think you are free? You 
are mistaken - Dalefarm? If only I was a SHEEP! 
* 
ThatsOriginal 4 months ago 
@wowstainer we had no choice. we were herded like cattle into 
that field you moron. Where you there? NO. So keep your 
opininions to yourself, because thats all they are, opinions. Don't 
confuse them with fact. 
* 
SpandexUnderpants 4 months ago 
Some of us were there. I was 17 and terrified. Every time I see this 
I break down. Not because of how I felt at the time, but because it 

 



 

was allowed to happen. I heard one man say shortly after we were 
‘dispersed’,  "NO MORE PEACE CONVOY" He didn't say it 
mournfully. He said it as a threat.  When you push something into a 
corner it has no choice but to fight back. 
* 
SpandexUnderpants 4 months ago 
@MrJanesaddiction Preachin' to the converted mate. Best 
wishes...same thing happened in the miners strike seen a news 
report showing the police make the miners go off the motor way 
into a field put them all down 1 end and charged them with riot 
gear and horses beating the fuck out of anything that moved later 
on the same day seen the edited version they had made it look like 
the miners attacked them in both cases the original footage was 
stolen from the tv offices look it up its true 
* 
TheThuggery 5 months ago   
@rootsquare lol i live in wilts. have for 46 yrs. i used to go to the 
festivals. stone henge engleston common greenham common i 
even went up to westbury white horse to see guillum my m8 who 
was a convoy hippie. what happened that day is weird. i was with 
my m8s four of us with guillum in the convoy, we left why i dont 
know but when i got home had a shower seen the breaking news of 
the battle police brutality was in full view on the news seen the 
later edited version and that is what this is 
* 
TheThuggery 5 months ago 
Police scum, same old same old, nothing changes except the level 
of our civil 'liberties', [they are shrinking dramatically]. 
* 
flux5000 5 months ago 2   
This is fucking unacceptable!  Every single festival-goer 
interviewed was on a positive vibe, was well-mannered and was 
not intent on causing any trouble.  To the festival-goers of that 
generation: Be assured, there are festivals (usually the smaller, 
younger ones) which still hold the flame for the vibe of your 

 



 

generation.  And plenty of festival-goers (as young as 18) who still 
very much emit the positive vibes, the love, the peace, and expand 
their minds like those who have gone before them. 
* 
paulieeee1976 7 months ago 
the beanfield made me angry then and it still makes me angry now 
* 
jonjuliecat 7 months ago 4   
But things couldnt stay the way it was. It had got to the stage of 
different groups fighting each other and chasing after the same 
money. It wasnt all love and peace. It became too organized and 
not spontaneous. You get a big load of any type of group and it 
ends upp the same way. Im all for what alot of the travelling 
community stand for and like alot of the things they attempted. But 
it had to change. But Glastonbury is now too organized. Yes, its 
nice cleaner, but the soul is missing. 
* 
GasMaskHeadhunter 8 months ago 
Thatcher's not dead yet!  Things are even worse now.  But you are 
right there will be a Massive Street Party when she goes ;-)  I heard 
they have written a computer program to replace her, it's called 
"Rejoice" and gives the orders to Sink ships & make the Pigs 
charge in just the same :-)  Peace ;-) 
* 
RadioPsiHAWKlogCent0 8 months ago 2   
@wowstainer because we had free souls and hearts something that 
not many people have anymore i was 5 then it was very scary but i 
continued to go after that and still go now and dont see why i 
should not be allowed  people have been celebrating solstices and 
equinox there since before history began 
* 
Shadegat3 8 months ago    @AVeryVeryNottyMan Go live in the 
US!!! 
* 
Shadegat3 8 months ago 

 



 

@wowstainer Because that is how man has changed laws, lives 
and moved mountains. If you was told it was against the law to 
drive your car to work, would you not see fit to try to "Protest" 
this? Here was an attempt to protest the law to stop a FESTIVAL 
that THEY created. They was not children who had been told not 
to do something and ask no questions. As people, we have a right 
to fight that in a civilised manor. The police acted outside that 
boundary. that is the point here. Shadegat3 8 months ago 
* 
Makes me cry! And i think how we lost an inheritance substituted 
for the rubbish they now call Glastonbury. No wonder we opted for 
the Rave culture that followed. Who could blame us?As a kid, I 
had dreamed of how things would be. It was but a dream. 
Thank you for helping to keep this in our hearts.   PEACE!!!!   
athame57 9 months ago 
* 
And people wonder why there is a floral tribute to Roal Moat!  
here is your answer. oh 5 months after this happened a certain 
policemen from durham lost his head on a cold night in 
Tottenham!..its called karma¬   theblackmafia71 10 months ago 
* 
@Apeworth Should'nt they?,why not?    cyrus1525 11 months ago 
* 
They knew there would be trouble if they continued with what they 
did, so why continue? They weren't allowed to be there, end of.   
wowstainer 11 months ago 
* 
soldiers in police uniforms, used in the miners strike and here. 
yetiflicker 1 year ago   
* 
It's a shame! You get used to (luckily mostly indivual) policemen 
who loose control in situations like protests when the press has left 
the scene. I still believe them guided by their own displease of the 
protesters opinions, but the should be aware, that it endangers the 
authority of all of them. Thats why in most cases, its unlikely to 

 



 

have a gouvernmental organised assault on certain groups, but a 
negative gouvernmental dictum against some groups has the same 
effect, thats what happened here.   pendari 1 year ago 
* 
This brutality is appalling. I know some travellers from that era 
and they basically lived that way as house prices were so stupidly 
high that it was the only way they could afford to live. Thatcher's 
Britain could be tough indeed unless you were wealthy.  
Oakleaf700 1 year ago  
*   
Just outrageous, all because a group of people wanted to park up in 
a field for a few weeks and have a festival. And the police are 
quoting 'offences' at the folks who've been abused.    theylive23 1 
year ago 
* 
Thatcher vs Illegal settlers.  C16Matt 1 year ago 
* 
I hate this country with a passion. I will never forget the 
inhumanity that england has inflicted on it's own.  
lonefoxilluminus 1 year ago 
* 
Not one of the MOD police forces best moments.    
trevelson 1 year ago 
* 
Thanks for posting; important event in the history of escalating 
police thuggery which is now commonplace in Britain  
beerhound01 1 year ago 
* 
fuckinnnnnnnnnnng cops fucking gouvernement niquer les 
camions bande d'enculer on arrête les gens on arrêtera pas le futur 
fuck in nooooooooooooose E180tekno 1 year ago 
* 
I hope you are proud of this you wankers!  talk2dave 1 year ago 
* 
stonehengecampaign - ggogle it!   DICEGEORGE 1 year ago 

 



 

* 
its in the wrong order, most of us were attacked in the grass field, a 
few scarpered into the bean field    DICEGEORGE 1 year ago 
* 
All freedom is not gone - WikiLeaks still has the upper hand. 
but this was all WRONG - freedom to practise religion or belief is 
law in Btirian and they took it away.  victorgeorge71 1 year ago 
* 
The rougher the Law Enforcement the better. The police were right 
I think  AVeryVeryNottyMan 1 year ago 
* 
they weren't breaking the law. the police have become decadent  
elgorrion52 1 year ago 
* 
Good to see Kim Sabido's comments to camera (removed at the 
time). The bit at the start of the tv report was bollocks, 'mainly 
men' etc... all twisted to sound like we caused the trouble... it was 
full of families with young children off to have a summer festival. 
My friend was an 18-year old girl whose ambulance home was one 
of the first 6 vehicles. When they encountered the road block the 
police ran down the vehicles smashing the windscreens and pulled 
her out by her hair.      melody2309 1 year ago   
*  
wow standard US police protocol is considered brutal... You should 
check out what we were doing in the late sixties and the seventys 
this is nerf.   gohlke 1 year ago 
* 
They call that police brutality?Lol.   MusicsReality 1 year ago 
* 
@rorybowskill mad crazy logic dude sick actually  
peskirabbit 1 year ago 
* 
Blame the feminists,... all men are rapists so they voted for 
Thatcher. Same fuckin logic, they punish me for what other men 
did so why can't I punish them for the tory bitch? 

 



 

rorybowskill 1 year ago 

V  this is why I kill coppers...neilrobertt 1 year ago 
* 
we need a police service not a police force--maybe--peace--love 
britdude1961 1 year ago 
* 
Thatcher''s fucking boot boys!    rootsquare 1 year ago   
* 
fucking fashist bully boys   cazzathedevil 1 year ago    
* 
@puzyloify I bow down to your imaginative use of UpPeR aNd 
LoWeR cAsE LeTtErS. FaCsInAtInG. NiCe UsE oF 'CuNt' ToO.  
rbolapornostar 1 year ago 
* 
nonce below.   puzyloify 1 year ago 
* 
@rbolapornostar  your a cunt. They were protecting there families 
and trying to escape . Just cause they arent wearing a pair of Nikes 
made by an enslaved 7 year old you have to have a go. If your not 
being sarcy, your a cunt plain and true. The Henge pilgrimage is 
Englands oldest tradition. HENGeLAND   puzyloify 1 year ago  
* 
@grimlea Spot on grimlea - I knew you'd see it my way ;-) 
rbolapornostar 1 year ago  
*   
@rbolapornostar yeah, police assaulting women with babies in 
their arms when they are going to a gathering of people at 
Stonehenge, which had been happening ever since Stonehenge was 
first built. Quality policing.  I always feel it proves a good copper 
if he can beat a woman with a baby to the ground.   grimlea 1 year 
ago 
* 
@lemartin69 Great, the more extreme the violence against the 

 



 

hippies the better! 
rbolapornostar 1 year ago 
* 
@rbolapornostar - this footage is very tame to what actually 
happened , the other footage which has now been "lost" was much 
much worse ! Interestingly the 24 injured travellers won an 
unlawful assault case against the police years later. They headed 
into the bean field to escape the initial attack from the police. 
People who were there ( Including some police) condemned the 
violence the police showed . My uncle was head of a neighboring 
police force at the time and he condemned what happened. 
lemartin69 1 year ago 
* 
@dolesponger HAHAHA get a job so you can pay for a front row 
seat to watch the coppers whip these hippy no-marks over and over 
again rbolapornostar 1 year ago   
*  
The summer solstice has been going on for hundreds of years. All 
of a sudden Thatcher wanted to stop it. We turned up for a peaceful 
festival, herded into a field by a police road block, then they 
smashed up peoples homes and cars with babies and pregnant 
women inside. Get your facts straight America. Just because you 
got rid of all your history. Stone Henge has been here for thousands 
of years and so has our culture 
Meconiumfood 1 year ago 
* 
@sneakmysnake the thing is the police are there to uphold the law, 
believe it or not, and today in Britain the police are starting on law 
abiding people in there homes. They are not in charge of us they 
are supposed to serve us. I dont know about USA but in UK the 
police government bankers solcitors all of tem have lost the plot its 
all about money control and dvision.  UK is now on the first steps 
towards gas chambers. now Gordon brown has gone we might turn 
back from it, I dont think we will   Marcus538 1 year ago 
* 

 



 

This was so wrong on so many levels, I remember seeing it as a 
kid, it could happen again if Cameron's Tory boys get in. 
'I want to go to a festival?' 
'Well you can't' 
'Why?' 
'No reason but if you do we WILL knock seven Shades of Shit out 
of you and then create a law saying why we can do it....Goodbye!    
mepjohnson 1 year ago 
* 
It always makes me smile when people who break the law start 
whining about the police arresting them for. . . . .breaking the law!      
DavidUK84 1 year ago 
* 
Fuckin Maggi!!!!!!! The reporter said it all!!!   ojwatts 1 year ago 
* 
truth is sometimes you have to meet fire with fire, the miners 
would often give the police a good hiding.   3rk4u 2 years ago 
* 
here here,we have no freedoms now.  Cant even smoke a fag in a 
flippin pub anymore let alone take acid and dance in front of 
various 20k rigs.  How sad is that!? 
cyrus1525 2 years ago 
* 
Things really did get out of hand thats for sure, sadly the powers 
that be lumped everyone together and criminalised fun at the same 
time.  Now youth disregard the police and authority and binge 
drink themselves into oblivion at enormous cost to taxpayers. 
cyrus1525 2 years ago 
* 
I did four SH freefestivals. Its a tragedy that this kind of festival no 
longer happens.  My son put a video on here that is crap and means 
nothing, Google pay him for advertising, it has 60,000 hits.  This 
vid means something but only has 19k,maybe I'm getting old!    
cyrus1525 2 years ago 
* 

 



 

On a previous post I said that I hope the police involved go to their 
grave feeling guilty, so this will happen.  If I was told to do those 
things to nice people I would walk away from my job.     
cyrus1525 2 years ago 
* 
This is England mate, we got culture!    cyrus1525 2 years ago 
* 
from this to Ian Tomlinsons death the police are just cowardly 
bullies who get off on the power trip their unifirm gives them    
FMTCH 2 years ago 

V 
Kill the hippies. :D   soggybiscuitboy 2 years ago 
* 
u r a complete nut job....what are you talking about?   
stemajad 2 years ago 
* 
Bastards... Thats the only word I can think of...Bastards  
drturfuyfrtyuf 2 years ago 
* 
the police's behaviour reminds me Clockwork Orange endings  
spiritdawound 2 years ago 
* 
What the fuck has it got to do with a sweaty sock Its ENGLISH 
heritage not fuckin scotish, so fuck off AKAlex47       
Muddy9991 2 years ago 
* 
I predict that Thatcher will die next year 2010 , just before henge 
Muddy9991 2 years ago 
* 
I predict that if she does I`ll celebrate for a week    benolly22 2 
years ago 
* 
we can only hope...and for every miner put out of work and ruined 

 



 

community i hope its painful.              stemajad 2 years ago 
* 
if anything, police brutality has got worse in the UK. this should 
have been a lesson to all, but history repeats because we never 
learn from it.  phildread 2 years ago 
* 
it wasn't just stonehenge unfortunately where police out of 
nowhere with their batons i was at a free festival in norfolk we 
were actually just leaving as festival coming to an end it was scary 
and this history should be taught in schools as these festivals were 
peaceful and farmers were happy for the festivals 
 robert99brown 2 years ago 
* 
They should make having respect for mothers with babies a basic 
requirement for police officers.  Here & I've seen elsewhere a 
disgraceful way of treating mothers with babies. The cops involved 
must be monsters with the consciences of nonces.   
thefunkygeezer 2 years ago 
* 
Gestapo pure and simple evil bastards     earthbeat23 2 years ago 
* 
this is shocking to most, even worse if you were there. (i was) the 
beginning of this should tell you all you need to know about how 
biased the media were. they mention   "150 vehicles mostly men" 
bullshit! we drove through roadblocks, bullshit! the authorities 
came to us in Savernake forest that morning and there was an 
agreement made that a certain number of vehicles could attend. let 
the truth be known. this still makes me so angry!        
industwetrustify 2 years ago 
* 
why dont vote man???    stonedstoner111 2 years ago 
* 
Because whoever you vote for the government wins.  
Rawlinson18 2 years ago 
* 

 



 

mnmn yeah i vote for the green party. i dont really know that much 
about them, but every vote against the major parties counts right? 
but i guess if the green party got in they'd be a "major" party.  i see 
you like hawkwind. fucking love them. peace and love 
stonedstoner111 2 years ago 
* 
I was told by one off those Yorkshire TV camera men that the 
police stole footage of Helen the hat being dragged through broken 
van window by her hair.    symanleedsuk 2 years ago 
* 
The officers who had received the bumper inflation-busting pay 
rises from the Thatcher government year on year, who had fought 
against the people of Brixton and Miners across the country? 
Stonehenge was made illegal by Thatcher. This came from the very 
top. "Crustys" were not "her" people and represented everything 
she hated, this was personal.   tauntonguy 2 years ago 
* 
It is always a class war. You don't see the wealthy getting clubbed 
senseless when they try to party.     punagrrl 2 years ago 
* 
One senior copper does at least try to get his henchmen in line as 
one smashes a bus window, but this is appalling.    
superbarnsley 2 years ago 
* 
Sickening, that's all, total overkill by a shitheaded goverment. 
Rawlinson18 2 years ago 
* 
Stay on the sofa , don't vote it's the only way     
Rawlinson18 2 years ago 
* 
Last week one of the Stonehenge Druids told me the police have 
announced a zero tolerance policy st this years solstice... be careful 
if you go that you dont get dragged into a repeat of 1985.                   
sarephim101 2 years ago 
* 

 



 

im going and im not too worried, its nothing like that now, its a lot 
more chilled out  Theocl 2 years ago 
* 
If you think that is bad, try pulling any of that stuff with the US 
cops. Tresspasing, failure to obey an officer, resisting arrest, when 
you get out of the hospital the judge will give 3 to 5 in prison.         
sneakmysnake 2 years ago 9   
* 
Regardless of what you think of the Thatcherite movement, I don't 
think top-down politics can be used to excuse the ultimate 
responsibility for this atrocity, which lies with the officers 
involved, especially the officers directly in command.    
rrritalin 2 years ago 
* 
the police in this country are violent uneducated thugs who attack 
pregnant woman. this makes me sick. and my tax's pay for this I'm 
disgusted. and with recent events it obvious nothing is changing. 
democracy is over in this country. minorities constantly being 
persecuted, just like Germany prior to WW2. and your government 
does not care. they actually encourage it.   dadswizz 2 years ago   
* 
Thatchers hired thugs...disgusting behaviour and a total waste of 
money jgs36 3 years ago    
* 
as serious as this whole thing is, i cant help but notice that the 
policeman at the end looks like something out of monty python's 
flying circus... CursedExistence 3 years ago 
* 
Gee, if those were MY fields they were tearing up, Id have no prob 
having them all locked up.  gotgank 3 years ago 
* 
People do strange things when they are being threatened or 
intimidated by the police. That's why peaceful protests turn violent 
and why hippies with no intention of going on a day out carving up 
farmers fields end up doing just that.  TheRuralRebel 3 years ago  

 



 

*  
Go Home Troll.  edshift 3 years ago 
* 
That was for GotGank... edshift 3 years ago 
* 
These dogs invaded peoples homes for....Nothing!  I was 15 and 
there.  Go to Stonehenge now, for the Summer or Winter Solstice, 
and see how it is now, and how it could have been then. Don't 
comment so fully on Actions that you have no personal accounts 
of.   RymerTristar 3 years ago 
* 
are you on drugs or just stupid????  sparkymarky2112 3 years ago  
*  
yup, I WILL NEVER FORGER THIS,  IRON LADY....IRON 
HAND......  psuedosurfer 3 years ago 
* 
it takes two to tango cant blame the police for doing the job they 
were asked quite funny how they got peace etc etc on there buses 
seem a bit hostile even if they are being harrased by police petrol 
bombs were thrown for example seems they came prepared dosent 
it?    ajsgonz87 3 years ago 
* 
shamefull.Teresa12967 3 years ago 
* 
I remember this well, it was the height of Thatcher’s power and she 
definitely was intolerant of alternative ideas. The behaviour of the 
Police that day was very wrong, although I think in 1985 they were 
emboldened after they defeated the miners . The Police are more 
important now than ever, and must be respected, however 
Politicians need to be monitored and not allowed to manipulate the 
law to enforce their intolerance as would appear to be the case here     
micktheharp14 3 years ago 
* 
you forgot to mention how they also fucked up the NHS...free 
health care was our greatest asset.....unviciouscircle 3 years ago 

 



 

* 
A.C.A.B   boluxtbo 3 years ago 
* 
Then it got better   tomwash1 3 years ago 
* 
How biased was this news report!    tomwash1 3 years ago 
* 
Rubbish man, Can you post the rest of your footage here please?  
simonwells61 3 years ago 
* 
Hi i am sorry that i lowered myself to swearing ,i never do that . I 
just find it hard that the police took such harch measheres. # my 
two brothers were travellers i am twenty six  i grew up on site we 
never did anything wrong. I am sorry if i offended anyone . It is 
just what it is i belive mother nature rest my brother love clare x x   
cl754 3 years ago 
* 
Be careful what you say to someone you do not know. I have 
researched this topic for 15 years and if I had the time and 
inclination I would continue at length with examples of really 
fascist behaviour from the police. I do not have the time and 
certainly not the inclination as I can't be bothered to talk to 
someone who has obviously made up their mind regardless of what 
evidence is presented. My general knowledge is actually very 
good, please do not patronise it is a very unattractive trait. Grow 
up. boblu1 3 years ago 
* 
English Heritage managed to get an order banning them from 
going near Stonehenge. What do they do? Go near Stonehenge. 
They had fair fucking warning. The smelly bastards deserved a 
battering for trying to conduct some weird bastardised pagan ritual 
at a site of historical significance.             AKAlex47 3 years ago 
* 
fuck off !      cl754 3 years ago 
* 

 



 

That's what English heritage said as well mate.     
AKAlex47 3 years ago 
* 
yes. the TRUTH about the police. Fuckin NAZI bastards, nothing 
has changed, in fact the morons are even worse. Brain dead fascist 
police wankers.  boblu1 3 years ago 
* 
Mate without the police sad nutters like you would probably be the 
first to go.   AKAlex47 3 years ago 
* 
you don't know who you are calling a sad nutter. If you had a good 
mate, innocently walking down an edinburgh street after a night 
out, who happens to have long hair and is carrying a guitar and a 
police van stops behind him. "Hey" say the pigs, where do you 
think your goin?" They then arrest him for NO reason, accuse him 
of assaulting them after that he faces a year of trying to prove his 
innocence, he wouldn't hurt a fly. They just didn't like they way he 
looked "like a stinkin hippy" they lied he won.  boblu1 3 years ago 
* 
Excuse me while I get the violins out. Every student has mates 
who's been unfairly treated by the police. Including me. I'd still 
rather have them about. And if you think British police are Nazis 
you should fucking wake up and get some general knowledge. The 
French CRS are far worse. You're a melodramatic fool.     
AKAlex47 3 years ago 
V  KILL THE HIPPIES ! ! ! ! ! !     StolenMonkey 3 years ago 
* 
yea then the bastard`s, wouldnt let us have or collect water for the 
children babies and animals, we had to go to the White horse, the 
public were so angry with the pig`s. Many sued, took many years. 
Trowbridge people were lovely to us. Fuck Thatchers pig`s. 
kookup8 3 years ago   
* 
British police behaving badly!?!    islamiContent 3 years ago 
* 

 



 

Watching that footage, it's easy to see how New Labour got their 
inspiration from Thatcher. Very good video. oclandestin 3 years 
ago 
* 
POLICE=SCUM....fucking bully boy wankers...when faced with a 
real situation ie chelsea fans rioting, they ran like the little boys 
they are....mitgas666 3 years ago 
* 
Bless the pretorian guard, still getting a hard on from attacking 
those that they see as "weaker". Come on Karma    
sunbirdshaman 3 years ago 
* 
You're a brave man for saying that. It must be hard to live with. 
I've seen so much police violence over the years it really saddens 
me. If anything it's getting worse. Plus, unlike then, they now have 
laws on their side to protect them. I know hate is a strong word but 
I truly, truly, HATE those in the police that abuse the public trust 
put in them. They can be so bigoted and cruel. But just try fighting 
back, or getting those who 'control' them to take account. This 
country sucks!   5platt 3 years ago 
*  
The vast majority of the Police are descent people who joined for 
laudable reasons. Unfortunately there is something about the 
make-up of most of these people that allows them on occasions to 
put ethics and integrity to one side. I cannot count how many times 
I have heard the words "but, I was only doing my job" by present 
day Police staff. These very same words were used by the 
'Ordinary Men' (C Browning. 2001), that made up the Reserve 
Police Battalions who killed countless Jews in WWII.   
Serendib2007 3 years ago  
*  
'The vast majority of the Police are descent people who joined for 
laudable reasons.' 
I think that possibly when they join many are decent people who 
join for the right reasons. But they don't stay that way. There is 

 



 

something about the culture within the force that turns them into 
something very different. I doubt very much that the police in this 
video joined the force so they beat people up and crack their skulls 
with truncheons. But it doesn't change the fact that that is what 
they did.       5platt 3 years ago   
* 
'The vast majority of the Police are descent people who joined for 
laudable reasons' 
Christopher Browning writes in 'Ordinary Men' about how 'Good 
people' just go along with doing bad things. From my experience 
in the Police, I would have to agree 100% with this, for I have seen 
this happen and even done it myself. The frightening thing is that 
there is very little independent scrutiny of the Police, so bad 
practices become the norm & unfortunately, the public seem 
apathetic to such issues.  Serendib2007 3 years ago 
* 
absolute pigs no need for any of the violence seen look at the 
trucks and busses flying around how easy would it of been to just 
plough the police down but no there just trying to get away from 
the untamed beasts      mju141 3 years ago 
* 
Lest we forget... FUCK THE POLICE   carefreecrow 3 years ago 
* 
I am both saddened and shocked by what this video shows. I am 
though most disgusted though, because I was there, wearing a blue 
uniform at the time.  I am reminded whilst watching these 
appalling visions (which I know to be true) that, 'In Order For Evil 
To Triumph, Good People Do Nothing'. These memories have 
haunted me for many years, and I have never stood idly by since.  
Could this happen today? You bet it could and it does. Why? 
because the Police Service is in the main unaccountable!  
Serendib2007 3 years ago  
* 
I hope every fucking copper there gets cancer and dies a horrible 
fucking death, alone, in pain, with nobody to care about them.  

 



 

A.C.A.B.  Harry Roberts knows how to treat the police!!     
tehl33t0wn3r 3 years ago 
* 
I was there. So I suppose that makes me a bum !!!  Unless you 
where on the receiving end you wouldn't understand.  Believe me 
it fucking hurt. I don't mean the batons. I mean the indignity.       
xenoncodex 3 years ago 
* 
Well they shouldnt have been there in the first place, should they?  
Apeworth 3 years ago 
* 
You must be a PIG then Ape. You think it's good that pregnant 
women have the shit kicked out of them? Girls get their teeth 
knocked out? People run over with vans? You filthy PIG I hope 
you die       scratch0scratch 3 years ago 
* 
those fucking vehicles destroyed somebodies crops..thats a 
farmer's livelyhood you destructive pieces of dirt.   Apeworth 3 
years ago 
* 
Wow, this Apeworth character's REALLY bitter - as a 
rationalisation, I spose the fact that that hippies "scrounge off the 
dole" (as opposed to farmers scrounging off Euro subsidies) 
justifies a call to "EXTERMINATE every one of them" (see 
below) - mate, you're a fucking Nazi.  The hippies did some dumb 
things but they never made a living selling the public diseased 
meat.                   shz293 3 years ago   
* 
The police blocked a narrow country road which was impossible 
for the vans to turn around in, then started smashing windows, the 
only means of escape was into the bean field. I think you need your 
Logic circuits checked Ape.   finuriae 3 years ago    
* 
Did all the irish trespass on people's land, scrounge the dole, 
destroy property and behave like stinking savages like you lot?        

 



 

Apeworth 3 years ago 
* 
These stenchbags are a blight on society, they dont work, they dont 
contribute, they scrounge money, they steal and they turn greenbelt 
land into a stinking quagmire. Exterminate every one of them.   
Apeworth 4 years ago 
* 
you fucking shitbag.    annoianoid 3 years ago 
* 
I was born in Birmingham , they used to say the same things you 
are saying about Travellers about the irish...your from Ireland am i 
right ?    zinzanzut 3 years ago 
* 
Club those stinking bastards GOOD!    Apeworth 4 years ago 
* 
You utter prick.      MadcapMan 4 years ago   
* 
The twat that arrested me rammed a 10" spike of wood in my face 
-his battering stick had split down the centre. He was very proud of 
this achievement, showing all his buddies as he dragged me away. 
I had driven down on my own in a fairly innocuous motor & 
stumbled upon the core while trying to circumnavigate my way by 
stealth to the Stones. Well that didn't fucking work. As i came upon 
the road block i was surrounded by the police/army mob and 
forced into the field for their pre-planned trashing.  V8EMA 4 
years ago   
* 
STONEHENGE 1976 TO 1984 , best summers of my life  
Muddy9991 4 years ago   
* 
it was also dug up to lay cables besides the road, and by the 
landowners who deep ploughed the surrounding countryside, and 
by the authorities who dug great big ditches to keep the festival 
out, and by archaeologists who have excavated (and refilled) about 
half of the site, (and probably by the odd hippie digging 

 



 

themselves a shallow earth toilet!). Oh and by the people who 
farmed there in the middle-ages. Beanfields was horrible, current 
traveller situation is shameful, on governments part.    
nd017 4 years ago 
* 
Thatcher.......Bullying NAZI ! Blair & Browns Government are'nt 
much better...New Labour .. Fucking Ha Ha..Old Tories more like 
it ! I was born English, Bred English, now im some sort of 
multicultural mush of Shit ! No Identity at all ! Bull Dog Breed ! 
BOLLOCKS !    muddyfox4x4 4 years ago 
* 
I highly doubt they did all those things, even if they did does that 
justify coppers clubbing pregnant women, cracking innocent 
peoples skulls and smashing up peoples homes? Sort it out mate.          
MadcapMan 4 years ago 4   
* 
What are the police to do with a group of people who are 
completely thumbing their noses to the law? The vehicles had no 
insurance, tax, MOT, and were in far too dangerous a condition to 
be on the road. They trespassed, caused damage, and left a 
disgusting mess behind. They refused to obey lawful commands to 
stop their vehicles, and then tried running away when forced to 
stop. Even then, they appeared to put up physical resistance. 
Drastic measures had to be taken to bring it to an end.  
NealR2000 4 years ago 
*  
just in case you did not know the chubb family gave the stones to 
the people and the only damage has been done by the state when 
they rebuilt it 50s the roads tunnels carparks ect Fuck the 
enclosures this is our land! Every year we lose more rights to be 
Britons never will be slaves{ha ha ha]                 
eventuality23 4 years ago 
* 
grew up in a mineing town. remember 84 or-well, hated 
thatcherisim......love and peace. 

 



 

britdude1961 4 years ago 
* 
Worry not everybody, cos if my memory serves me well, 
Broadwater farm riots were only a couple of months away and 
Maggie Thatcher, on that night your boys took one hell of a 
beating !!!!!!       zinzanzut 4 years ago 
* 
I moved on site in 97 when I was 19 and did suffer some police 
brutality but fuckin hell man!!  I'm so glad the internet is here to 
show this footage to everyone 
jimmy3d0 4 years ago 
* 
The travellers had left from Savernake Forest, land managed by the 
Earl of Cardigan on behalf of his father. Lord Cardigan witnessed 
the events, and later testified in court AGAINST Wiltshire Police, 
saying that he had seen a heavily pregnant woman being "clubbed 
with a truncheon." He was criticised as an unreliable witness by 
several national newspapers but later received written apologies 
and damages from each.   I grew up in the UK & decided to leave 
in 1990. Best decision I ever made. The British state doesn't let you 
breathe! The world is a big place. There are still other cultures 
which respect individual freedom much more than the UK does. I 
could have stayed & "fought", but I never would have won. Screw 
them and their cameras, riot squads, hatred of youth, fear of the 
different & war against terror. I'm much happier now. Don't limit 
your horizon to your village, town, county or country.      
fuktheusa 4 years ago  
*   
pure and simple state fascism state control.  STOP IT NOW 
BEFORE IT'S TOO LATE!   nazihunter4ever 4 years ago  
*  
In 1984 I was told by the 'A' Team, a bunch of nasty coppers in 
Range Rovers, that there would be no festy the following year. I 
left the site thinking they would round us all up and put us in a 
camp or worse. That was my fourth and last Stonehenge. I have 

 



 

never been back. It made me an enemy of the state and I am still 
here still fighting back and trying to make changes.  When 
Thatcher goes I dance all night.   behindagate 4 years ago 
 
© individual holders 
***************************************************** 
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Demons for a New Age?   
New Age Travellers, the media & moral panic  
                                   by  Ruth Phillips 
 
The number of travellers in the UK has been estimated at 
anywhere between 60-120,000 (Bowers 2002; Council of Europe, 
1994, cited by Hetherington, 2000; Gypsy & Traveller Law 
Reform Coalition, 2006).  This includes Gypsies, Showmen, New 
Age Travellers, Scottish and Irish Travellers as well as labouring 
gangs and other itinerants squatting on empty land or derelict 
buildings (Earle, Dearling, Whittle, Glasse & Gubby 1994).  
Whilst these different groups of travellers may represent a plethora 
of separate cultures and beliefs, they all have one thing in common 
- the persecution of their nomadic lifestyle (Clark & Dearling, 
1999). 
 
The history of nomadism goes back hundreds of years and contains 
a dichotomous imagery - on the one hand the romantic appeal of 
the gypsy life with its images of woodsmoke, horse-drawn wagons 
and the freedom of the open road, on the other hand viewed as a 
criminal and murderous underclass instilling fear and loathing into 
the heart of the settled community (Frankham, 1994).  Neither 
image bears much resemblance to reality and nomadism 
encompasses those forced to travel through social upheaval, 
famine, poverty and war, those for whom travelling is a conscious 
lifestyle choice and traditional travellers whose ancestry can be 
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traced back to the Romani tribes originating out of India and the 
Middle East in the 18th and 19th centuries (Earle et al., 1994).   
 
Following a history of murderous persecution, the Romani gypsies 
currently enjoy some kind of recognition in the UK as an ethnic 
minority.  Yet the widespread belief that these are the only true and 
legitimate travellers leads to all other travellers being categorised 
as deviant and criminal, deserving of no status other than that of 
'no fixed abode' (Clarke & Dearling, 1999).  Referred to by 
successive Home Secretaries as "medieval brigands" (Douglas 
Hurd, 1986, cited by Carey, 2006) and "so called travellers" (Jack 
Straw, 1999, cited by Earle et al., 1994) and classed alongside 
rapists and armed robbers (Kenneth Baker, 1992, cited by Carey, 
2006), it is these 'other', non-Roma travellers who have more 
recently drawn the venom of the settled community.  In the 1980s 
and 90s it was the media-named 'New Age' Travellers who have 
borne the brunt of this intolerance and hatred, leading to a raft of 
draconian legislation culminating in the Criminal Justice Act 
1994, which constitutes a serious attempt to outlaw nomadism 
as a way of life (Rosenberger, 2006).  
 
This legislation, and the moral panic which led up to it, will be 
examined in this essay through the small but growing body of 
academic work on this group of travellers, as well as the personal 
experience of New Age Travellers, including my own as a traveller 
between 1989 and 2001.  Drawing on Howard Beckers radical 
approach to deviance (1963, cited in McLaughlin, Muncie & 
Hughes (eds), 2003) and Stanley Cohens study of moral panics 
(1987, 2nd edition), it will demonstrate how New Age Travellers 
have been scapegoated and held up as modern day folk devils, and 
examine the role of the mass media in this process.  Through a 
brief history of the New Age Traveller movement since the early 
1970's, it will attempt to show how media coverage, legislation and 
police action have led to a spiral of deviancy amplification 
(Wilkins, 1965).  Any discussion of deviance must first define 

 



 

what is meant by this very broad term.  At its most basic, deviance 
is behaviour which strays from an accepted path and in 
sociological terms this translates as “behaviour that breaks or 
departs from the norms of the majority in society.” (Wincup & 
Griffiths, 1999)  In this sense the New Age Travellers can be seen 
to be deviant, in that they have rejected mainstream values of 
settled existence.  Yet there is much deviance which goes against 
these norms and is tolerated and simply termed 'eccentric'. For the 
purposes of this essay, deviance will be defined, in line with Cohen 
(1987) as ‘rule breaking’ - behaviour which is deemed unwanted, 
anti-social, criminal and worthy of punishment.  Who makes these 
rules and has the power to uphold them is a central question in 
Howard Beckers influential work ‘The Outsiders’, in which he 
asserts that  “Social groups create deviance by making the rules 
whose infractions constitute deviance, and by applying those rules 
to particular people and labelling them as outsiders” (1963, cited in 
McLaughlin et al., 2003). 
 
 It is through the history of the free festivals, with particular 
reference to Stonehenge in 1985 and Castlemorten in 1992, that 
this essay will trace Cohens model of moral panics and the 
scapegoating of New Age Travellers as contemporary folk devils.  
In Cohens study of the clashes between Mods and Rockers in the 
1960's, he recognised that the original disturbance was fairly 
insignificant but was blown out of all proportion by the media.  
This resulted in much larger subsequent gatherings, greater levels 
of deviance and more serious clashes (Cohen, 1987, 2nd edition).  
Cohen drew on Beckers Label theory and the process of deviancy 
amplification put forward by Watkins (1965), and identified the 
role of the media in this process.  Media coverage of New Age 
Travellers clearly fits this model and characteristics, as will be 
shown.  In examining this process through the history of festivals, I 
will aim to highlight some of the misconceptions which were 
paraded as fact by the media. 
 

 



 

The very name ‘New Age Travellers’ is generally considered to be 
a media label (Davis, Grant & Locke, 1994).  The fact that this 
group of travellers have become universally known as such, 
despite rejection of the title by many who follow this lifestyle, 
points to the influence of the media on public perception of these 
travellers.  Also known as the ‘Peace Convoy’, or in much of the 
tabloid media simply as ‘Hippies’ (Mason, 2006), making 
reference to the roots of the movement in the free festivals of the 
1970’s.   The first ‘Peoples Free Festival’ at Stonehenge took place 
in 1974 and was inspired by festivals such as Woodstock in 
America and the Isle of Wight and Windsor Free festivals in the 
UK (Barrett, 2006).  As other festivals began to spring up 
throughout the countryside, it was a small step for people 
travelling from festival to festival throughout the summer, to 
actually living in their vehicles throughout the year (Channel 4, 
1991).  Festivals were of major importance to this newly emerging 
Traveller population not only as social meeting place but as a 
market place operating it own economy.  Vehicles, food, drugs, 
handicrafts and services could be bought, sold or bartered at 
festivals, and this provided a means of financing the lifestyle 
throughout the year (Hetherington, 2000).   Added to this was the 
self policing aspect of the festivals, and indeed the lifestyle as a 
whole, whereby whatever problems occurred were dealt with or 
resolved without recourse to outside agencies (Carey, 2006).  
While a carnivalesque atmosphere presided, whereby normal rules 
were turned on their head (Hetherington, 2000), these were not 
lawless gatherings.  A strong sense of community and the pagan 
spirit of ‘An it harm none, do what thou wilt’ (the Wiccan Rede, 
see for example, Gates, 2006) created an autonomous society but 
meant that those who did overstep the boundaries were dealt with 
quickly and sometimes severely, often by expulsion from the site 
(Carey, 2006). 
 
Much has been said about the reasons for the emergence of New 
Age Travellers.  Certainly there would have been those who sought 

 



 

a solution to difficult social circumstances such as homelessness, 
financial difficulties, relationship breakdown etc (Davis et al., 
1994), but this alone would not explain the relatively small 
numbers who have adopted this lifestyle.  There needs also to have 
been an ideology, perhaps influenced by the counter-culture of the 
1960’s.  Ken Kesey and his Merry Pranksters, who travelled 
around America in the 1960’s in psychedelic painted vehicles, have 
been cited as an influence (Worthington, 2006; Hetherington, 
2000) as well as a growing awareness of social and environmental 
issues - the term ‘Peace Convoy’ referring to the involvement of 
New Age Travellers in protests against nuclear weapons in the 
early 1980’s (Hetherington, 2000). 
 
 
A search for self sufficiency and authenticity is another motivation 
put forward by academics (Worthington, 2006; Barrett, 2006; 
Lodge, 2006) and Travellers alike (see Lowe & Shaw (eds), 1993).  
This is an explanation for the importance of festivals, and in 
particular Stonehenge, in the emergence and subsequent culture of 
New Age Travellers.   Stonehenge as a cultural gathering place, 
particularly at the Midsummer Solstice, is not confined to New 
Age Travellers, but rather was adopted by them for reasons which 
will be discussed below.  Built over 4000 years ago, Stonehenge 
was ‘re-discovered’ in 1723 and by the end of the 19th century up 
to 3000 people would gather there for the Solstice, with pubs in 
nearby Amesbury staying open all night to accommodate the often 
rowdy visitors (Worthington, 2006).  The establishment of the 
Peoples Free Festival was simply a continuation of an age old 
tradition, responding to a need, observed across cultures and time, 
for people to come together and celebrate (Lodge1, 2006)  
 
By 1984 Stonehenge Festival was a month long affair attended by 
an estimated 40,000 people (Carey, 2006).  On the whole it was 
peaceful and, consistent with the authorities attitudes of toleration 
shown in the 1970’s, was managed peacefully by the Police 

 



 

(Worthington, 2006).  However the festival was perhaps becoming 
problematic, due to the growing scale but also in the perception 
that it represented an open defiance and resistance to the accepted 
order of mainstream society (Hetherington, 2000).  To understand 
why this was viewed as such a threat it is also necessary to 
understand something of the political climate of these times.  The 
Conservatives had come into power, under the leadership of 
Margaret Thatcher, in 1979 and had set about reforming a country 
which, economically at least, was on its knees. Riots in Toxteth 
and Brixham in the early 1980s are an indication of the dissent and 
rebellion felt by many in the lower classes. Police tactics employed 
in the Miners Strike heralded a new direction in police organisation 
(James, 2005) perceived by many as the attempted imposition of a 
police state (Lodge, 2006).  In the light of all this, it seems 
inevitable that some kind of confrontation with New Age 
Travellers would follow.  And follow it did!  In 1985, English 
Heritage, newly founded by the government to manage sites such 
as Stonehenge, decided through consultation with local councils 
and police, to ban the upcoming festival at Stonehenge.  To this 
effect a four mile exclusion zone was set up around Stonehenge 
and large numbers of police were drafted in from surrounding 
constabularies to ensure the festival did not go ahead (Channel 4, 
1991).  On June 1st, a convoy of 140 Travellers vehicles was 
stopped by a police roadblock near the Hampshire/Wiltshire border 
- a good three miles outside the exclusion zone.  What followed 
has become known, inaccurately, as The Battle of the Beanfield 
and what was described by veteran ITN reporter Kim Sabido, as  
“Some of the most brutal police treatment of people that I’ve 
witnessed in my entire career as a journalist” (Channel 4, 1991).  
There are several good accounts which chronicle the events of that 
day (see, for example, the Channel 4 documentary ‘Operation 
Solstice’, 1991, or Alan Lodges ‘The Story So Far’, 2006), but for 
the purposes of this essay a blow by blow account is not necessary.  
There are, however, some interesting points to be made in 
relation to theories of deviance, deviancy amplification and the 

 



 

creation of moral panics. 
 
Beckers’ Label theory can be clearly evidenced here, in that the 
travellers were breaking no law until the authorities acted to 
outlaw the festival and took out an injunction and created an 
exclusion zone around Stonehenge.  This exclusion zone did not 
apply to local residents, or to those people driving along the A303 
right past the monument, but was applied to anyone who looked 
like a New Age Traveller or festival-goer.  In this way, anyone 
attempting to reach Stonehenge with any intention of holding or 
attending a festival was immediately criminalised, and the events 
of June 1st led to the largest mass arrest in history.  Likewise, 
the  Public Order Act 1986, the governments first attempt to deal 
with New Age Travellers, made trespass a criminal, rather than a 
civil offence for the first time in hundreds of years (Lodge, 2006).  
The effect of this labelling process may have contributed to the 
events of the day as well as having a longer term effect on New 
Age Traveller culture and lifestyle.  Wilkins (1965) theory of 
deviancy amplification was heavily drawn on by Stanley Cohen in 
his work on moral panics (1987, 2nd edition), and can be applied 
here.  The diagram below demonstrates the theory most clearly, 
showing the spiral which occurs once a group have been labelled 
as deviant and have drawn a response from the general public, 
media or other public institution.  Both the deviance and the 
response can escalate during a moral panic, and become a self 
fulfilling prophesy.  Firstly we can apply the theory to the events of 
June 1st 1985.  The convoy of travellers, faced with arrest at the 
roadblock, broke through the hedge and fence into the adjacent 
field, thus committing criminal damage.  After a tense stand-off 
lasting several hours, up to 1000 police in full riot gear came into 
the field and began smashing windscreens and windows and 
violently arresting travellers.  The remaining travellers then began 
to drive their vehicles around the field and into another (bean)field 
to evade arrest.   
 

 



 

One particular coach, its occupants having witnessed the police 
brutality towards fellow travellers and their vehicles, kept driving 
ever more erratically and refusing to stop.  When the police finally 
managed to bring this coach to a standstill they swarmed upon it in 
huge numbers and acted even more severely in their arrest of the 
occupants, as a reaction to the seemingly defiant stance of these 
particular travellers (Channel 4, 1991).  Thus there is a clear 
escalation of what may be termed or viewed as deviance in the 
rule-breaking of the travellers, as well as in the response of the 
police, which in fact could also be termed as deviant.  Likewise 
there was perhaps a longer term escalation of deviance amongst the 
travellers in two ways - that the resulting media attention attracted 
other people to the lifestyle, and that an attitude developed 
amongst travellers, that nothing mattered anymore.  As Lodge 
(2006) describes it: 
 
"There were plenty of people who had got something positive 
together, who came out of the Beanfield with a world view of 'fuck 
everyone!'" 
 
The involvement of the media at this point is also very interesting 
and ties in with Cohens analysis of media involvement in moral 
panics.  Cohens interactionist approach, being more interested in 
the process of moral panics, was non-committal in the reasons or 
motivation for media reaction, stating that  “The mass media 
operate within certain definitions of what is newsworthy … there 
are built-in factors, ranging from the individual newsman’s 
intuitive hunch about what constitutes a ‘good story’, through 
precepts such as ‘give the public what it wants’ to structured 
ideological biases, which predispose the media to make a certain 
event into news” (1987:45).  It could be argued that the Battle of 
the Beanfield was simply a 'good story' and to some extent this is 
borne out in Timothy Masons analysis of media coverage of the 
event.  Through a daily examination of various newspapers Mason 
found that  "The 'battle' itself took place on Saturday; by time the 

 



 

Monday morning papers were published the event was no longer of 
first importance, for the riot at Heysel, which put the whole world 
of football in disarray, had become the main event of the moment" 
(2006)   However, Mason also identified, in line with Cohen 
(1987), what was to become an ongoing pattern of media distortion 
and misrepresentation, stating that  "In practically all the articles in 
the Sun covering this episode, the 'hippies' are presented as 
potentially violent and delinquent, while the police are seen as an 
objective authority, whose words are always worthy of respect" 
(2006).   
 
This kind of reporting, where the words and opinions of 'experts' 
are given particular weight, was identified by Herman & Chomsky 
as one of the ‘filters’ in their model of the media.  In 
‘Manufacturing Consent’, Herman and Chomsky view the media 
as a hegemonic tool which serves to  “filter out the news fit to 
print, marginalize dissent, and allow the government and dominant 
private interests to get their message across to the public” (1988).  
In this sense, the media are part of what they term a ‘propaganda 
model’, but this is not viewed as a conspiracy, but rather as the 
way that capitalism inevitably functions.  They argue that this 
hegemony is so naturalized that journalists and other media 
professionals are not aware that they are operating with anything 
other than complete integrity. 
 
On this occasion there were very few journalists actually present to 
witness the events they reported, the majority of them having 
followed directives to stay behind police lines at the bottom of the 
hill "for their own safety".  Many of the reporters and 
photographers who did venture forward were blocked, threatened 
with arrest or subsequently found that their material had 
mysteriously disappeared (Channel 4, 1991). ITN's Kim Sabidos 
heartfelt narration was replaced by a dispassionate voice-over 
when the heavily edited version of his report was aired on the 
national news that evening. 

 



 

 
"When I got back to ITN during the following week and I went to 
the library to look at all the rushes, most of what I thought we'd 
shot was no longer there.  From what I've seen of what ITN have 
provided since, it just disappeared, particularly some of the nastier 
shots" (Sabido, cited by Carey, 2006).  Similarly, a freelance 
photographer, working for the Observer that day, having been 
arrested and thereby removed from the scene at the time, only to 
find that the negatives he had managed to shoot later disappeared 
from Observer archives during an office move.  Another 
photographer who narrowly evaded arrest, found that his film 
disappeared despite having been left in the keeping of a firm of 
solicitors (Carey, 2006).  Another aspect of media reportage that 
Mason picks up, is the ridiculing of the Earl of Cardigan, who 
allowed travellers to recuperate on the land he managed for his 
father in Savernake Forest, in the days after the 'battle'.  Local 
aristocrat and secretary of the Marlborough Conservative 
Association, the Earl actually witnessed the entire debacle on June 
1st, and was appalled by what he described as "unspeakable" 
police violence and "grotesque events" (Carey, 2006).  In the 
media he was portrayed as a 'loony lord' with even the Times 
declaring that being "barking mad was probably hereditary" - an 
oblique reference to the fact that the Earl’s great-great-grandfather 
led the charge of the Light Brigade (Mason, 2006; Carey, 2006).  
In this way the media presented a view of the Earl as "the typical 
upper class twit" (Mason, 2006), perhaps seeking to undermine his 
credibility as a witness (Carey, 2006).  Justification for the police 
action that day, as well as one theory of media involvement in 
moral panics generally (insert ref), was that it was a response to the 
concerns of the general public.  However, this explanation falters 
in the light of anecdotal evidence of the local reaction to the 
convoy which made its way towards Stonehenge that day.  As 
Lodge says  “People stood outside their garden gates, smiling and 
waving at us.  A carnival atmosphere with little evidence of the 
‘local opposition’ that we had been led to believe was one of the 

 



 

reasons for obtaining the court orders” (2006) Observer 
correspondent Nick Davies also describes the local reaction to the 
convoy in these terms, and discusses how his family and friends, 
who lived nearby, neither opposed the festival or could condone 
the police action (Channel 4, 1991).   
 
In this vein I can also cite my own experience when in 1992 I was 
at the head of a convoy heading for a festival at Smeathorpe, near 
the Somerset/Devon border.  Having been turned back by police 
roadblock on the A30, we attempted to reach the festival by way of 
the tiny country lanes which criss-crossed the area.  We were again 
intersected by the police at a crossroads in the centre of a large 
village and a stand-off developed as we refused to turn to the left 
where the roadblock was preventing our route straight on.  The 
local villagers, far from opposing or feeling intimidated by what 
was now a large number of angry travellers, brought out drinks and 
sandwiches to us and a prominent local man came forward and 
announced, on behalf of the village, that we were welcome and 
they didn’t understand why the police were blocking our access to 
the nearby festival!  Of course, this wasn’t always the reaction 
encountered and at the time of my own involvement with the New 
Age Traveller scene there was widespread intolerance of travellers 
amongst the general public.  What is unclear however, is whether 
this intolerance was genuinely bottom up, or was created by the 
media amongst a public who, for the most part, would have had 
little or no direct experience of New Age Travellers.  The ‘willfull 
ignorance’, observed as an aspect of moral panics (Goode & Ben-
Yehuda, cited by Jones & Jones,1999) leads the public to embrace 
the stereotypes presented by the media with little question. 
 
The stereotype of New Age Travellers presented by the media and 
by politicians could be described as a self fulfilling prophesy, 
brought about largely by the spiral of deviancy amplification as a 
result of attitudes, policies and legislation against New Age and 
other travellers.  Typically portrayed as work-shy dole scroungers 

 



 

(Hetherington, 2000), a study by carried out for the Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation in 2001, stated that these stereotypes were 
“greatly exaggerated”.  The study found that paid work was 
important to New Age Travellers, with the majority of those 
interviewed either working or having had work within the last year, 
and few claiming benefits fraudulently or unnecessarily.  The study 
also acknowledged the role that festivals had played in the 
Travellers desired self-sufficiency (Utting, 2001).  This point is 
also mirrored in a 1986 report on ‘Itinerant Claimants’ 
commissioned by the then Department of Health and Social 
Security, which recognised that police action had  “disrupted the 
normal festival economy, and large numbers of claims to 
Supplementary Benefit were made” (cited by Carey, 2006)   
Likewise there is a stereotype of travellers constantly trespassing 
on private land, “with no respect for the law or the rights of others” 
(Douglas Hurd MP, cited by Hetherington, 2006).  This is 
constantly reinforced by the media with words such as “invasion” 
and “rampage” (Mason, 2006) and by headlines such as the Daily 
Telegraphs “Hordes of Marauding Locusts” (1992, cited by 
Lodge, 2006).  This linguistic association of Travellers as some 
kind of army can also be seen in a confidential police report on the 
Battle of the Beanfield, which describes the convoy in terms of 
“leaders”  and “lieutenants or warriors [who] carry out the wishes 
of the convoy leader, intimidating other groups on site” (cited by 
Carey, 2006).  Police logs from June 1st 1985, directs officers to 
concentrate their efforts on the vehicles at the front of the convoy, 
which they term “the personnel carriers” (Channel 4, 1991), 
 
This representation of New Age Travellers as an invading force is 
farcical, but has the effect of presenting the Travellers as a serious, 
physical threat to the state.  Again there may be a case to answer 
for the theory of deviancy amplification.  It has been argued that as 
a result of the policies and legislation aimed at the Travellers, and 
in particular the demise of the festival scene, the community 
became fragmented and the small element of Travellers intent on 

 



 

causing trouble was less easy to contain (Lodge2, 2006).   
However, there are other, more subtle points to be made here.  A 
report for the Childrens Society makes clear that Travellers will 
avoid stopping on private or farm land wherever possible, thus 
negates the stereotype of wanton trespass and disregard for 
property.  The fact that Travellers do park on private land has been 
shown to be a direct result of legislation contained in the Public 
Order Act 1986, which left little option to do otherwise (Davis et 
al., 1994).   Powers contained in this Act, which were aimed at 
"persons residing in vehicles" (Johnson, Murdoch & Willers, 
2006), were further strengthened in the Criminal Justice Act 1994, 
and effectively outlawed New Age and other travellers 
(Rosenberger, 2006).  Not only did trespass become a criminal 
offence, punishable by fine or imprisonment, but the duty of local 
authorities to provide sites for travellers, as laid down in the 
Caravan Sites Act 1968, was lifted.  At the same time traditional 
Travellers sites which had been in use for centuries, were sealed 
off or built upon, leading to a 67% decrease between 1986 and 
1993 (Community Architecture Group study, cited by Lodge1, 
2006).  As a result many Travellers were then forced to park on 
private land, thus criminalising themselves. 
 
The Criminal Justice Act is seen by some as a reaction to a general 
increase in festivals after 1985 (Channel 4, 1991), and in particular 
to the festival at Castlemorten Common in 1992, which drew huge 
media attention.  Others maintain that Castlemorten was "at least 
partly engineered" by the authorities (Lodge2, 2006).  This claim is 
made on the grounds that a huge police intelligence operation had 
been running for some time, and leaked documents revealed that 
enhanced police resources were in place for the expected Avon 
Free Festival that weekend, making it highly unlikely that a 
festival could have gone ahead without police knowledge or 
intervention.  My own experience supports this.  Having set off 
from Oxford in a convoy of 4 or 5 vehicles we were heading, on 
vague information received, for Stroud area.  Just north of Bristol 

 



 

we were stopped by police and escorted by them for the next eight 
hours, herded into a larger and larger convoy, eventually 
comprising at least 100 vehicles.  Having no idea exactly where or 
why the police were escorting us, we were both relieved and 
deeply suspicious when they eventually delivered us to 
Castlemorten, where a festival was just getting underway, 
attracting an estimated 30,000 people (Lodge2, 2006).  The media 
outrage with which this festival was met could be argued as 
promoting or even manufacturing justification for the Criminal 
Justice Bill which followed hard on its heels (Lodge2, 2006).  
Police powers were stepped up which meant that unauthorised sites 
could be evicted with ease, whilst no authorised sites would be 
made available, and outlawed nomadism once and for all.  The 
potential for further deviancy amplification was recognised in the 
Childrens Society Report, Out of Site, Out of Mind, which stated 
that  "With repeated evictions, frustrations will increase, and the 
relationship between Travellers and the local authority and the 
police will become more prone to conflict" (Davis et al., 1994)   
The perceived result of the introduction of the Criminal Justice 
Act was that Travellers were finally beaten.  They dropped out 
of the media limelight and therefore out of public consciousness.  
Certainly things changed, but New Age Travellers have not, in 
reality, disappeared.  "In some ways the CJA sorted the wheat from 
the chaff - the more sorted travellers either found safe park-ups, 
bought land and hid away or ran the gauntlet of the planning 
system, moved to Europe and generally learnt to keep their heads 
down" (Ground Elder, 2004) 
 
In conclusion it can be seen that the media played a role in the 
creation of the moral panic surrounding New Age Travellers.  It is 
unlikely that any other than a minority of the general public were 
affected by or had any direct experience of New Age Travellers, 
which makes it hard to equate the instigation of the moral panic 
with genuine, bottom up, public concern.  Rather it could be 
argued that New Age Travellers were seen as a direct threat to 

 



 

capitalism, and therefore to the elite, who then sought to eradicate 
them.  The show of force displayed at in 1985 was not only 
ineffective but counter-productive in that, through media attention, 
more people were attracted to the lifestyle and festivals 
proliferated.  The introduction of legislation created a spiral of 
deviancy amplification which went some way to justifying the 
stereotypes portrayed in the media.  This ongoing negative media 
coverage, mirrored by the comments of various MPs, could be seen 
as a more hegemonic strategy, which turned public opinion against 
Travellers, ultimately justifying the introduction of more 
draconian legislation.  This legislation, ostensibly aimed at New 
Age Travellers and the Rave culture, was also used, despite 
assurances to the contrary, against travellers and gypsies of all 
persuasions, showing that it is the nomadic lifestyle, rather than the 
activities of any particular group of travellers, that is deemed 
undesirable.  New Age Travellers have not gone away but, unable 
to gather in such large numbers, are no longer considered as the 
problem or threat they were once perceived to be. 
                                                                                                                       
©   Ruth Phillips  
***************************************************** 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2210747/21st-century-
Gypsies-New-Age-Travellers-adopt-horse-drawn-caravans-love-
Facebook-long-solar-powered.html 
 
21st century Gypsies: Stunning pictures show how new-age 
travellers are now adopting traditional horse-drawn caravans    
                               
By DAILY MAIL REPORTER 
PUBLISHED: 06:35 EST, 30 September 2012 | UPDATED: 05:12 
EST, 1 October 2012 
 
They were the inner-city youth who, fuelled by punk spirit, 
anarchist philosophy and a hate of Margaret Thatcher, clambered 
aboard a fleet of battered old vehicles to shun the trappings of the 
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modern world for a life of nomadic freedom. And while today's 
new-age travellers appears to have taken the philosophy even 
further, preferring to use traditional horse-drawn caravans instead 
of gas-guzzling vans, they also appear to be embracing the modern 
technology like mobile phones, laptops and even Facebook.  
During the late 1980s and 1990s stories about the travellers were 
commonplace - illegal raves, clashes with the police, drug busts 
and fury at the criminal justice act.  Many new-age travellers, 
including the Delany family (pictured) have ditched their battered 
old vans and adopted traditional horse drawn caravans, and have 
been captured in these stunning photos in a new book The New 
Gypsies, by Iain McKell, published by Prestel Publishing   Fashion 
and social documentary photographer, Iain McKell took his first 
pictures of New Age Travellers 25 years and has been amazed at 
how the movement has evolved. 
Iain McKell took his first pictures of new-age travellers 25 years 
ago. His amazing pictures, including Corina and Anarchy Rose 
(left) and Dave (right) chart how the movement has changed 
 
Middle-class youngsters, to the utter horror of their well-to-do 
parents, flocked to swell their ranks enchanted by the romantic 
lifestyle, lack of rules and  wandering ways.  Their rag tag convoys 
roamed the land from festival to festival, illegal site to illegal site, 
often to the irritation of landowners and local law-enforcement.  
And while little has been written about the New Age travellers in 
the past decade, the movement has far from fizzled out.  
Photographer Iain McKell, who has followed a small group of 
travellers for over 10 years, has published a stunning new photo 
book called 'The New Gypsies', published by Prestel Publishing, 
charting the changes in their life-style.  Taking the traditional 
gypsy lifestyle as their template many have now ditched their 
motor vehicles in favour of horse drawn caravans.  Mr McKell told 
anothermag.com: 'It began in 1986 with the New Age motor 
vehicle travellers called The Peace Convoy and then when I 
returned to Stonehenge Summer Solstice in 2001.  'To my surprise 

 



 

I found this new renegade tribe that had evolved to horse-drawn 
wagon but had all the modern technology as well – solar power, 
mobiles phones, laptop computers and of course facebook. I loved 
this idea of the old and the new working well together and the open 
road.  This is a personal journey with new age modern travellers. 
The point being they have no history of Gypsy that’s what makes 
them interesting to me. That they have chosen to live by the road 
with horses keeping the tradition alive of really travelling and not 
staying in one place.  They come from our culture so they are like 
us rather than the traditional travellers who are from different 
blood.'  The photographer, who is better known for his work in the 
fashion world, developed close relationships with many travellers 
including parents, children, couples and loners. 
 
The New Gypsies by Iain McKell, with essays by Val Williams and 
Ezmeralda Sanger is published by Prestel and out now.  For more 
information about Iain McKell's work log on to 
www.iainmckell.com in the UK, www.thomastrehaft.com in the 
USA, www.artsphere.fr in Europe 
 
COMMENTS  (467) 
 
Nothing comes without the trade-off. We gave away a lot of what 
used to be called 'life' in exchange for the daily grind of work, 
traffic, bills, credit scores, manicured lawns and, in many cases 
today, an empty nest with no children. It's tough to weigh the gains 
or losses when we are now so far from knowing anything else. In 
many ways, I am envious of the freedom and the life that comes 
with detaching from modern society. The trade-off going back in 
that direction, is very alluring.   - MFrankln, Pine Tick Holler, 
United States, 1/10/2012 5:59 
* 
Did this back in the 60's when I lived in an Arizona Commune, 
crazy hippies.  - jim, goldendale usa, United States, 1/10/2012 5:53 
* 

 



 

it looks like hippy of this century. i wonder where are their 
elderlies. all dead?   - Olga, NYC, 1/10/2012 5:45 
* 
I do believe in a simpler way of life but between a carriage and a 
clean apartment and access to washing machines and showers, I 
choose the latter. - Lanc419 , Chicago, 01/10/2012 07:02  
* 
So, you DON´T believe in a simpler way of life. Corrected it for 
you.  - Michael, Cornwall, United Kingdom, 1/10/2012 5:45 
* 
These photographs capture a beautiful and liberated people who I 
can only envy.   - LiberatedWay, Colchester, United Kingdom, 
1/10/2012 5:24 
* 
What beautiful photography. It makes the lifestyle look whimsical, 
magical and fairytale like. Shame the otherside of the life it 
sensationalized in shows like Big Fat Gypsy Wedding! As long as 
they are happy and not breaking any laws or affecting anyone else 
let them be.  - kerrylg, Lancs, 1/10/2012 5:03 
* 
Don't romanticise this way of life. These people are obviously 
quite willing to collect their benefit cheques but have no intention 
of working for a living (the odd one or two may well work but I 
bet the majority don't as they have rejected the traditional ways of 
our society). Not only that but many are condemning their children 
to virtual illiteracy because they are continually moving, which 
makes school attendance difficult. - Mad Cat Woman, The West 
Country, 
* 
 ::::::::::::: Wow are you actually so ignorant that you don't know 
that you are actually allowed to spend time with your children and 
educate them yourself? These kids will be literate and able to think 
for themselves - my kids have no games consoles and limited TV 
and read and think at a higher grade than most "modern" kids... 
BTW, they won't be claiming as they have no fixed address and are 

 



 

prevented from doing so and most travellers are harder working 
than your usual desk jockey, they just look different to you ...  - 
Badgrr, far away, Canada, 1/10/2012 4:27 
* 
Breathtaking pictures it captures the Essence of the story  
- Miss Odyssea, London,***************  
* 
Yes I agree, and the 'Essence' is that they are a bunch of idle 
layabouts more concerned with making themselves look 
'alternative' (And I bet that takes them a few hours every afternoon 
when they get out of bed). I have no axe to grind with people who 
want to live an alternative lifestyle but what I do object to is that 
they contribute SFA to society but demand that society pay for 
their upkeep. There's a Swahili word to describe these people. it's 
'muzungu' and means 'those who roam around aimlessly'.   
- Bill, Wasp in the South, United Kingdom, 1/10/2012 4:23 
* 
The photos are stunning. I feel sorry for the children, though.  - 
PB, Atlanta, 1/10/2012 4:14 
* 
Sorry to burst the bubble folks but the drugs/party aspect of 
traveller culture is alive and kicking! The gist of this article - that 
the (new age) travellers of the 90s, condemned by this very paper 
as druggie anarchist raver layabouts, have now returned to more 
traditional gypsy style travelling - is somewhat misleading. The 
travellers of the 90's were part of a wider underground culture 
consisting of festivals, hippies, punks, squatters, ravers, political 
and environmental activists, artists, musicians, alternative 
medicine and spirituality enthusiasts, global travellers (India and 
the Amazon primarily) , etc. This whole scene started in the sixties 
consciousness revolution and has been evolving and mutating ever 
since, the main inspiration coming from mind expansion using 
psychedelic drugs. Now many of these previously derided 
alternative interests are becoming mainstream practices (including 
now travelling it seems) and are lauded and advertised by papers 

 



 

such as this! Funny.  - Justin Kirkham, San Gil, Colombia, 
1/10/2012 4:10 
* 
Wonderful photo's. My experiences with travellers around Oxford 
was not a good one, though I shouldn't tar them all with the same 
brush.   - Windle Poons, Plymouth, 1/10/2012 4:00 
* 
There are no rules to what is normal. Even if most people believe 
that normality is to live like people on adverts, that is only one way 
to live; out of a myriad of other ways. I am glad that there are some 
out there who are still free of mind. And the pictures are amazing. 
- Liz, Devon, 1/10/2012 3:57 
* 
Fake gypsies , my Grandad being a quarter gypsy had olive skin 
with high cheekbones , spat in his hand to make deals, always kept 
and bred dogs , ponies and horses . (He could tame most creatures 
including a pet crow). The photos of his family are amazing and 
inside the roll tops they were immacutely clean.   
- Lowen, Manchester, United Kingdom, 1/10/2012 2:39 
* 
looks great but what do they do for cash make pegs/ mend holes in 
pots & pans or are they on the rock n roll!    
- Bob sherwood forest, Nottingham, 1/10/2012 2:20 
* 
I particularly like the way the flea powder highlights the sunbeam 
coming in the coach window. 
- Chris Allan, The Menagerie, United Kingdom, 1/10/2012 2:18 
* 
My Uncle George bought a gypsy type caravan from some Market 
People probably 70 years ago. My Aunt Gladys and my Uncle Jud 
used it for their holiday home on a site in a Farm. It had a split 
door and a cut glass door handle, my Uncle Jud used to paint the 
wheels yelow every year. When we were kids, we thought it was 
whizz, with the anthracite stove and the beds which doubled as sort 
of sofas. I used to go with my Aunt Glad and collect sea coal when 

 



 

I was 7 or 8 years old and collect mushrooms with my Uncle Jud. 
Happy days but then again we weren't ragamuffins like this lot.  - 
Willie Boy, London, United Kingdom, 1/10/2012 2:18 
* 
As long as they stay out of Wales i don't care what they live in or 
wear. We had enough trouble with them 25 years ago.   
- Welsh Mam, Builth, United Kingdom, 1/10/2012 2:02 
* 
So this is just an advert for some right-on photographer...?   - 
Steve, Paris, United Kingdom, 1/10/2012 1:37 
* 
Can find NOTHING positive to say about such people!!! - 
dinahfraser, scotland, 1/10/2012 1:30 
* 
Admirable if they work and pay for it themselves, but if they are 
living their alternative lifestyle paid for with benefits, NO. Not 
with my money!  
- Bernie, Manchester, United Kingdom, 1/10/2012 1:28 
* 
The caravans will look so lovely parked outside the benefit office 
when they pop in to pick up their benefit cheques. Very pretty.  - 
Cambridgemummy, Cambridge, 1/10/2012 1:26 
* 
Where do they get the money for their food, clothes, horses, horse 
feed in fact everything. It still costs money to live. No mention of 
who finances them - as if we have to be told. 
- Janet, Bournemouth, 1/10/2012 1:23 
* 
Cant make my mind up. If they're not doing any harm or damage 
then who cares, but if they turn up on any of my land they better 
know how to harness up and clear out in double quick time. Some 
may say that's a bit 'not in my back yard' but we pay a fortune in 
business rates on the buildings and spend another fortune on 
fencing gates and land management, so we dont need this lot 
turning it into a rubbish tip and open toilet. I assume also, that the 

 



 

horses are cared for properly; ie., worming £12.00 every 8-10 
weeks, farriers fees £25.00 - £50.00 every 8 weeks, yearly 
vaccinations £60.00 plus, teeth rasping another £60.00 plus etc. 
where are they getting the money for that - or maybe they're not 
bothering ? - Elizabeth, Worcestershire, 1/10/2012 1:19 
* 
Proper Gypsies would never let their Vardos get in such a 
disgusting state. These are just chancers who shun what they 
percieve as life-but still recognise Social Service Benefits.l 
- browniecj, eastside, 1/10/2012 1:16 
* 
What's the betting they are all on benefits in order to fund 
this'alternative lifestyle"? 
- Steve UK taxpayer, Turkey not EU, Turkey, 1/10/2012 1:07 
* 
It seems like an aimless life with no running hot water - or hair 
brushes.   - Mother of Two, At home, 1/10/2012 1:06 
* 
I expect all their laptops and mobile phones are made in Asian 
sweatshops. Not very new age that is it?    
- Deputy, Leeds, 1/10/2012 0:55 
* 
Why the assumption we are all on benefits and don't pay tax? 
Couldn't be further from the truth. Also why the assumption that 
we all stand to inherit property? If you bothered to actually meet 
the people you're slagging off you will find almost all work and 
pay tax and very few are aristocrats slumming it. Plenty of working 
class people here. On a low income living like this keeps us out of 
housing benefit and state support. At least try to inform yourself 
before passing criticism. My taxes pay for benefit scroungers who 
live in houses. To have gypsy status in law you must prove that 
you have travelled in order to WORK for 7 years. The idea that a 
posh lazy kid buys a caravan and becomes a minority is nonsense.   
- pinkellie, bath, United Kingdom, 1/10/2012 0:44 
* 

 



 

Don't care what they look like or how they travel, as long as they 
live by the law of the land and pay their taxes like the rest of us 
have to.    
- Andy M , Middlesbrough, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 17:58 
* 
=== ha ha pay their taxes , dont be daft man ...they live an 
alternative lifestyle this doesnt include paying taxes to "the man " 
or being enslaved to a corperate world ...good lord no ....but it 
dosnt stop them claiming benifits using the schools hospitals roads 
and electricity that this evil empire supplies ....oh no ...just like 
terrorists they milk the system for all its worth and proclaim those 
who provide them this lifeline evil   
- delman666, london, United Kingdom, 1/10/2012 0:42 
* 
Are these Gypsies models, these are great photos and they would 
give those reality shows such as whatever countries Next Top 
Model a run for their money. They all could be amazing catwalks 
or indeed Haute Couture models and muses. Better than anyone I 
have seen in Paris, New York, Milan and Dundee lately.     
- ninini, London, 1/10/2012 0:41 
* 
I suppose they still find time to pick up their "bens" in between 
"dropping out"    - nanuk of the north, Morpeth England, United 
Kingdom, 1/10/2012 0:27 
* 
Wasters. I pity the unfortunate children.    
- Ed, UK, Turkey, 1/10/2012 0:23 
* 
A bath and a haircut wouldn't go amiss.   
- Pippen, Havelock North, 1/10/2012 0:02 
* 
Just what pays for their lifestyle choice. I thought with job seekers 
allowance you had to prove through interview every two weeks 
what efforts had been made to find work. No doubt these people 
have 'vanished' apart from an address for their welfare cheques. Do 

 



 

the children not go to school, how do they keep clean. So many 
questions, so little answers. 
- ralph, up in the mountains, United Kingdom, 1/10/2012 0:02 
* 
`Really romantic.......          - saffron, London, 30/9/2012 23:57 
* 
I personally couldnt live like that but I do envy the simplicity of 
their lives. No modern trappings and no obsession with money and 
work and materialistic things.   - KJ, UK, 30/9/2012 23:56 
* 
The girl on the grey has a very nice riding position. My family 
were travellers a few generations back but I've aways lived in a 
house. Still have the horses though......can't live without them. 
- PlanetJo, Armpit of the Country, 30/9/2012 23:51 
* 
Breathtaking pictures it captures the Essence of the story  
- Miss Odyssea, London, 30/9/2012 23:48 
* 
I don't want to judge the lifestyle choice here BUT the photos are 
absolutley AMAZING. Iain has a skill that is just stunning. The 
images on his site are just as good. 
- y_not, Alfreton, 30/9/2012 23:42 
* 
Absolutely brilliant, only wish I had the courage to do it when I 
was younger, alas its too late now. Good luck to them.  - 
pistonbroke, London, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 23:39 
* 
Beautiful looking people, as for the children, they don't seem to 
have much choice on their lifestyle, I wonder whether they go to 
school and all. They will probably be the first to turn away from 
travelling when they're old enough and end up in the City 
- Marek Mazur, Kielce, Poland, 30/9/2012 23:19 
* 
I do believe in a simpler way of life but between a carraige and a 
clean apartment and access to washing machines and showers, I 

 



 

choose the latter.  - Lanc419, Chicago, 30/9/2012 23:02 
* 
This simple romantic lifestyle looks idilic & sounds so much fun. 
But drop-outs who claim benefits and live rent free is the reality.  - 
LaBouche, Manchester, 30/9/2012 22:57 
* 
The blonde girl in the orange wrap is an old soul.   
- doghair, AZ, United States, 30/9/2012 22:54 
* 
Good on them. Wish I had the guts to get rid of the shackles of our 
so wonderful modern world. Go to slave in an office to pay your 
bills. If you are lucky they will leave you a pittance which you then 
have to put away for your pension as the state will not have the 
money to give you one in the future. As long as these people live in 
peace and respect for others property then I wish them well.    - 
The crow, Bristol, 30/9/2012 22:54 
* 
While I respect people's rights to live their own lives as they 
choose, I can't help but feel sorry for their children. What choice 
do they have?   - susan69, bristol, 30/9/2012 22:30 
* 
A bunch of middle class, new age hippies who will be running 
back to their suburban semis at the first bite of winter. Bet they 
plan their route via every benefit office in the country. 
- malwood9, thirsk, 30/9/2012 22:30 
* 
Good luck to them - they'll survive the apocalypse. The meek shall 
inherit the earth.  
- village of the damned, Spitalfields, Middlesex, 30/9/2012 17:49 
* 
******************************************The same 
person who said "the meek shall inherit the earth" said "I tell you, 
no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again" 
(John 3:3), "¿I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me" (John 14:6) and "the time is 

 



 

fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in 
the gospel.¿ A simple lifestyle alone won't save you from an 
apocalypse, but "humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will 
lift you up." (James 4:10). "For God so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life" (John 3:16).     
- Ella, Melbourne, 30/9/2012 21:02 
* 
Hopefully the 'new gypsies' will be a lot less messy and demanding 
that the old ones...!  - paulus..., staffordshire, 30/9/2012 20:47 
* 
Ummm....where do they charge their cell phones, electricity for 
computers, etc? Horse flatulance?     
- Jacki, Kissimmee, 30/9/2012 20:45 
* 
Interesting story but it seems they look unhappy & in need of a 
bath - canadian gal, calgary, Canada, 30/9/2012 20:31 
* 
Even the dog looks miserable!   
- Penji, Hervey Bay, 30/9/2012 20:26 
* 
Do they embrace the concept of work and paying their way? That 
would impress me more than anything else they do.     
- Kat, Virginia, United States, 30/9/2012 19:51 
* 
¨...they are play acting and have never really grown up.¨ - Wakeup, 
London, 30/9/2012 15:09 While some may well be trustafarians, 
by no means all are. And now that you have grown up, all you have 
to do now is pay your taxes, grow old and hope that some faceless 
financial institution doesn't steal your pension. Good move.  - 
Michael, Cornwall, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 19:34 
* 
I remember thise caravans back in the 60s. I was told never to near 
them. Now I can see why   - Ray, Tulsa OK, 30/9/2012 19:33 
* 

 



 

Do they claim benefits because they should not if they are not 
prepared to work? Similarly if they contribute nothing and have no 
intention of contributing why should they receive free schooling 
and medical care. These people make me angry because they 
expect me to work and pay taxes so that they can live like this. 
They also look like they all need a good wash.  
sophie, belfast, 30/9/2012 15:27  
* 
They don't expect you to do anything Sophie. YOU made your 
choices to pay into this hugely successful thing called ´global 
capitalism´. You pay your taxes, good on you, and hows that 
working out for you? Two weeks a year to yourself and your own 
house? Or does the house belong to the bank?  
- Michael, Cornwall, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 19:28 
* 
All through the comments section people are saying how do they 
earn a living? Well multi millionaires like Philip Green (BHS, 
Arcadia, Topshop) who pays his wife a massive income for doing 
nothing and conservatives and BBC staff et al don't pay their taxes 
because they get paid through off shore bank accounts. These 
people don't get children to work in sweat shops in India and the 
far east like Apple who don't pay a living wage forcing workers to 
toil indecent hours to produce iPhones and other vanity products 
for the poncy westerners to buy! Who are the least moral, these 
people who you can easily demonise or those pillars of society 
who can afford to pay their taxes but choose not to.     
- Nige, London, 30/9/2012 19:28 
* 
i hope they are not receiving unemployment benefit, as they don't 
intend working like the rest of us have to..  
- lucky felix, cat town, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 17:47  
* 
HAVE to work ? Who told you that? Or did you make a series of 
decisions that forced your own hand simply because everyone was 
doing the same thing? Were they possibly the wrong decisions? Is 

 



 

it too late now? ´There´s nothing like the going rate, to keep a man 
from thinking straight...´    
- Michael, Cornwall, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 19:18 
* 
Very romantic. Reminds me of the Mad Max movies. 
- wiseprotector51, Belfast, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 19:09 
* 
Horse drawn caravans? Right. Nothing beats the smell of horse 
poop in the morning!- Nova Lulu, Arlington, 30/9/2012 19:04 
* 
to Wakeup, London- That's just what society wants you to believe: 
that to grow up is to toil your life away meaninglessly and 
miserably. We are taught to struggle and slave as if this will earn us 
points somehow. We work and work and then endure maybe 
another 10 years of elderly decrepitude, and then finally death. It's 
the fault of Judeo-Christan religion, instilling guilt into people and 
making them utter sheep for fear of judgment. These 'gypsies' have 
more control over their fates than conventional types.    
- Miss Amelia, Brooklyn, 30/9/2012 19:02 
* 
It's great that they decided to live the lifestyle it seems that all of 
them need a good bath & clean clothes    
- canadian gal, calgary, Canada, 30/9/2012 18:53 
* 
Lovely photos , very romantic but how on earth do they pay for 
food for themselves let alone a horse?. With very scant shelter 
from the weather how do they get by ?. What about education , are 
the children home schooled ?.  - Geva, LA, 30/9/2012 18:31 
* 
I wonder if the `travellers' (who incidentally need a court order to 
get them to move) have also embraced the concept of paying their 
way, with medical expences. schooling etc 
- portsmouth34, southport, 30/9/2012 18:25 
* 
YES LIVING OFF THE LAND AND SIGNING ON EVERY 

 



 

WEEK!   - megitti, shrewsbury, 30/9/2012 18:10 
* 
Great photos.  - Mick, Sydney, 30/9/2012 18:08 
* 
There is a difference between gypsies past and present - today it is 
through choice in the past it was because they were outcasts.    
- she, somewhere, 30/9/2012 17:52 
* 
Amazing x    - Mrs Leyshon, Newport U.K., 30/9/2012 17:47 
* 
I can't see how they are able to be self sufficient if they do not have 
land to grow food on. They obviously do earn/get and use money 
and I guess I'd have to buy the book to find out how they get by. 
Still, good luck to them as long as they don't leave all their rubbish 
strewn behind them when they move on.     
- Penelope, Australia, 30/9/2012 17:43 
* 
work shy .. i hope they are not receiving unemployment benefit, as 
they don't intend working like the rest of us have to.. - lucky felix , 
cat town, United Kingdom  (Author’s note: interesting choice of 
words as ‘workshy’ was actually what the black triangles that 
Hitler made the gypsies wear) 
* 
One of the photos clearly shows someone selling products they've 
produced. On what evidence do you claim they don't intend to 
work?   
- Phillip_Gillip, Herefordshire, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 17:26 
* 
These pictures look like a photography student's portfolio of shots 
taken one weekend at the Ren Faire. The people in the pictures 
look like they've all been posed for a fashion catalogue. The 
dirtiest pair of shoes are the trainers on the doll-looking thing 
seated next to the little blonde girl. Of course, who would buy a 
book with nothing but pictures of dirty looking people in ratty 
clothes from some old church jumble? The new age looks 

 



 

suspiciously similar to the same old age to me.   
- Liz, Jersey, 30/9/2012 17:17 
* 
And of course the new age government hand outs of our money to 
support them  
- From the Boiler Room, Where England once stood, 30/09/2012 
13:21  
* 
Do you have any evidence of this? You need a bank account to get 
benefits. To get a bank account you need an address. So how 
exactly do they get all this money?      
- Me, Here, 30/9/2012 17:13 
* 
Just another excuse into not working.   
- alikat, Bradford, 30/9/2012 16:43 
* 
Good luck to them, it's their life and they can live it how they see 
fit. What about the children though, are they able to get an 
education with recognised standards of achievement? After all, 
they may wish to take a different path when they're older. 
- Richtofen, MPD, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 16:35 
* 
The girl with the red top looks like Luna Lovegood; the guy with 
the magician's hat looks like Ron Weasley. Red arrows welcomed.   
- LiveWell, Dublin, Ireland, 30/9/2012 16:32 
* 
By Carl Sandburg "Get off this estate. What for? Because it is 
mine. Where did you get it? From my father. Where did he get it? 
From his father. And where did he get it? He fought for it. Well, I’ll 
fight you for it."   - mudplanet, santa fe, United States, 30/9/2012 
16:30  (Author’s note: could it be said any better?  
Gypsy/Travellers just move on, we don’t fight you for LAND. But 
some of us are beginning to fight for the right to exist.) 
* 
Looks like a hard life to me. What happens come winter ?   

 



 

- Mary, sunderland, 30/9/2012 16:27 
* 
"I have no problem with people living an alternative lifestyle as 
long as they don't expect me to pay for it" 
JGB,Colchester,England....... Ha ha You are paying for many 
people to live an alternative lifestyle to the rest of us whether you 
like it or not, living in a caravan or living in Monaco you are 
paying.  
- Devildog, Hell-on-earth, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 16:26 
* 
Looks like a bunch of rich kids playing at being gypsy to me. Too 
stylish and contrived. No shortage of iphones amongst these earth 
dwellers me thinks. - lee, kyoto, japan, 30/9/2012 16:21 
* 
Now these people I respect as gypsies and travellers because they 
genuinely travel 
- Shaun, East of England, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 16:21 
* 
Improvise - - adapt - - overcome - -   
- Arklight, Las Vegas, 30/9/2012 16:20 
* 
The girls in pictures 5 and 6 are stunning (I think they're two 
different girls). They're natural beauties. Surprised if they don't get 
snapped up by a modeling agency. 
- Stephanie, Stowe - Vermont, United States, 30/9/2012 16:17 
* 
I hope that little Jack Russell Terrier in the picture does not have an 
electrocution collar on her. I hope all the animals and dogs are well 
looked after. Because that is what true New Age is really all about. 
- Louise, County Down, Algeria, 30/9/2012 16:14 
* 
No problem, if they are truly self-sufficient and can provide for 
their family without engaging in criminal activity or claiming 
benefits and services which they haven't contributed towards. No 
problem, if they can leave a place as they found it without causing 

 



 

damage and expense to anyone else. If not, then they are a 
problem.   - Cirrus, UK, 30/9/2012 16:07 
* 
Shampoo anyone?   
- Oh Yes I Did...., Far FAR Away., 30/9/2012 16:07 
* 
"wonder what they do to earn their money. or is that a stupid 
question." ............................ They don't live in mansions, or five-
star hotels, therefore I say they must earn it properly without 
causing harm to others!     - Guest, OC, 30/9/2012 16:05 
* 
Wow, the girl with the braids in her hair looks like Rikku from 
Final Fantasy!   - Chloe, Nowhere, 30/9/2012 16:04 
* 
Why not opt out of mainstream society? What has mainstream 
society ever done for us? Apart from Schools, A Free Health 
Service, Law and Order, Sanitation, Education, etc.,etc. These 
people are happy to "shun modern life" until they need it and while 
they go off to worship the Earth Mother, others are working like 
stink to give them the kind of safety net they will almost certainly 
demand as their right. .   
- wrinkled weasel, Edinburgh, 30/9/2012 16:00 
* 
What an amazing lifestyle   
- DeusExMonk, Surrey, UK, 30/9/2012 15:56 
* 
This is the main news?????   
- RobD, Meerkovo, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 15:49 
* 
There absolutly hypnotising photographs..beautiful   
- Had Enough, My House, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 15:47 
* 
These are not Gypsies, they are just Hippies and social outcasts. If 
you want to see how the real Gypsies have changed, visit Thorney 
Hill in the New Forest and you will see how the real Gypsies and 

 



 

adapted to modern day living and living in society. Great people!!! 
- pac4055, Cairns, Australia, 30/9/2012 15:43 
* 
Ahh, some people just love to trouble themselves in different ways. 
No toilet, scrapping for food, smelly clothes, and when they reach 
an old age, that is if they are still lucky because of no toilet, 
scrapping for food and smelly clothes, it will still be no toilet, 
scrapping for food and smelly clothes until they die, but at least 
they want it that way. Hahahaha..... I gotta laugh at people 
sometimes.   - RatFace, Looseconsin, 30/9/2012 15:41 
* 
Whoever said travelling children are condemed to a life of 
illiteracy, this is completely untrue. Whilst many Romany or Irish 
Travellers may be illiterate or semi illiterate, there are very few, if 
any, New Age Travellers who can't read or write. Whilst travelling 
children often don't attend a mainstream school and are educated 
by their parents, not only can they read and write, but they are 
often ahead of their school attending peers. New Age Traveller 
kids are educated and raised not only by their parents but by the 
entire travelling community, and because they're exposed to such a 
wide range of different people and life experiences, they learn 
many social and practical skills that most house dwelling children 
of the same age would not learn until much older, eg, many young 
traveller children are skilled at playing a musical instrument, wood 
& metal work, circus skills, mechanics, art and writing, at a young 
age.   - Baz, Sheffield, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 15:38 
* 
Walt49 Swansea 30/9/2012. I think they sell things?! 
- pamo, pennsylvania usa., 30/9/2012 15:35 
* 
If they don't leave litter about I am happy!   
- Ask Abi 100, London, 30/9/2012 15:34 
* 
Well, we've got the amish here who are really nice people but they 
don't drive cars they drive horses and buggies. Also they must 

 



 

clean up the horse muck because I have never ever seen any of it 
on the roads. They also live in houses not caravans. (No Offence) 
The way this economy's going I can see this happening over here. 
Wagon Train Comes To Mind 
- pamo, pennsylvania usa., 30/9/2012 15:32 
* 
So what qualifications do you need to be a Traveller ?  Do you 
have to be Irish ?  English ? Romanian ?  Isle Of Man ?  Do you 
have to travel a certain distance within a set period of time ? Do 
you have to use a certain mode of transport ?  If no one can 
enlighten me with the answers, I shall do what everyone else 
appears to be doing and call myself a Traveller when it suits me !  
- Clive, UKIP Supporter Essex, 30/9/2012 15:32 
* 
Of course its a expression of rejection of the so called modern 
world with its emphasis on work money work money get more 
stuff blah blah etc etc and someone elses idea of progress . BUT 
imagine if 70 million brits lived on the road in caravans never 
planting crops never getting organised . There would be mass 
poverty , starvation disease , tribal war etc . This way of life is not 
sustainable either . Romania /Albania are like this .. entire 
countries destitute, crime ridden ,corrupt and full of vagabonds . 
The way forward now is to have an organised housed,clothed ,and 
fed society focused on a sustainable economy not a growth model. 
As for gypsies leave them to the fairytales .     
- Dan, Canberra, 30/9/2012 15:31 
* 
VILLAGE OF THE DAMNED - SPITALFIELDS, MIDDLESEX 
- So beautifully put....and so very true!     
- Mrs C, Herts, 30/9/2012 15:28 
* 
So, are they going to pay taxes then?  
- Blue moon, Manchester, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 15:21 
* 
Very romantic images of what can be a very hard life. I bet its 

 



 

going to get very cold getting up in the morning in one of those 
trailers. But good luck to them if that's what they want to do. But 
as they have made this lifestyle choice for themselves I hope I'm 
not paying for it through benefits, but I bet I am.    
- Barry M, Woking Surrey GB, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 15:19 
* 
I remember these people when they trespassed from farm to farm 
around Salisbury some years ago. They had no regard for the law 
and they didn't tax or insure their vehicles, mostly old coaches, 
ambulances and other 'bangers' The police were told to leave them 
alone rather than issue tickets etc. On top of that, they collected all 
their welfare benefits from a special makeshift office less than one 
mile from their current encampment. Yes ... lovely people, lovely 
caravans but basically they are freeloaders who choose an 
alternative lifestyle - at our expense ! 
- Laurence V, London, 30/9/2012 15:18 
* 
Who would grow the food if we all adopted this lifestyle? 
- Steve F, Chelmsford, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 15:14 
* 
Bet it's bloomin cold sleeping in those in winter brrrrr  
- love not hate, in the real world, 30/9/2012 15:14 
* 
There's a lot to be said for the mod cons - flush toilets, hot running 
water, real food - not roadkill. They're not living an alternative 
lifestyle, for whatever reason, they've just dropped out. These pics 
bring to mind the hippie (drug) culture of the 60's/70's in the US -- 
"tune out, turn on, drop out" (I paraphrase). deeg/pjs      
- dbg, pjsny, 30/9/2012 15:11 
* 
Stunning pictures show how new age travellers are now adopting 
traditional horse-drawn caravans! , a load of rich kids living off 
mum and dads cash. Nice photos DM. 
- PAUL HAND, NORWICH, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 15:11 
* 

 



 

Amazing pictures, my main concern is that they are taking good 
care of the horses. As a horse owner I know how much they can 
cost to keep and towing a caravan full of people is tough going for 
the strongest horse but as long as the horse is cared for then good 
luck to them. Must be a blessed relief for many of them but I do 
wonder if tweeting and facebook kind of defeat the object of 
'dropping out' as it were?   
- Blog Fan, London, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 15:04 
* 
Stunning photos? The guy ought to get himself a decent camera 
and learn how to focus it.   - Simon, Marbella, 30/9/2012 15:04 
* 
Just one thing missing. LAUGHTER.  
- arturo, Loughborough., United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 17:47  
* 
I wonder who laughs more - these people, or people who read the 
misery and hatred peddled on this website each day.   
- john, Macclesfield, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 15:03 
* 
Another bill the uk tax payer has to fork out to maintain this 
nomads.  - The Blind Beggar, London, 30/9/2012 14:59 
* 
These photographs should be in National Geographic.   
- A Hardy Handmaiden!, Chester. UK, 30/9/2012 14:58 
* 
What's to celebrate? They appear to live in squalor.   
- gobnait, this fresh hell, 30/9/2012 14:55 
* 
These people are pioneers of what it is to be human. True human 
beings are free from the shackles of this so called modern 'society'. 
The system has made a nation of slaves and these are the 
antithesis, taking only what they need. These is one good thing 
about the modern world and that is communication. Now you can 
sit on the step of your caravan and sell things you make and find 
on ebay for good money! Its no wonder they're turning back to 

 



 

horse drawn, with fuel as expensive as it is and less ties to the 
ridiculous laws of the 'road traffic acts'. I remember when vehicles 
were set ablaze by police or consficated...and these were human 
beings homes... Think I'm going to sell my house and join them 
and start living a REAL life, at least i won't have to pay ridiculous 
council tax. Be rich in time and spirit as that is the only real thing 
you have. Before you know it your time will have run out and it 
will be time to leave. Forever. 
- TheycallmeK, bristol, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 14:54 
* 
Beautiful pictures of ethereal people x    
- polar, brighton, 30/9/2012 14:53 
* 
I see no elderly in these photos    
- JMC, Dartmouth, 30/9/2012 14:51 
* 
"Quick, get the scissors -- Clarissa's got a six-hole jumper and I 
won't be outdone". Bunch of kids in fancy dress. Reminds me of 
the 'anarchy days' up our way; anti-establishment adolescents use a 
wonderfully well organized rail network (subsidized for them) to 
make the big event and rely on state hand-outs for designer beers 
that they hold by the neck to leave the label on display (apparently, 
boring people also pay taxes for invisible, less important stuff like 
education, healthcare, national defence, etc.). State oppression for 
me, every step of the way, thanks. 
- expatA, Nordic, 30/9/2012 14:49 
* 
Lazy lot that we pay for I expect. I'm not sure I would fancy a life 
laying around on some mattress in the back of a wagon.  - 
sarahjane, Holmfirth West Yorkshire, 30/9/2012 14:49 
* 
Great pictures. That is a lifestyle to aspire to, not some absurdly 
expensive mansion guarded with CCTV in the middle of london. 
Good luck to them.   - Paolo, london, 30/9/2012 14:49 
* 

 



 

I am sorry that this story is so important that it makes it onto page 
one, human interest it might be but to us that have to go to work 
day in day out to pay the taxes for the public services these people 
demand its not really worth reading about.   
- john mitch, Belfast, 30/9/2012 14:48 
* 
Shunning the trappings of the modern world for a life of nomadic 
freedom,..........whilst also 'shunning ' income tax , poll tax , 
national insurance , water rates, tv licences, planning permission , 
and virtually every other by-law that they don't ( conveniently ) ' 
embrace' as apart of their 'Romany philosophy ' !...............   
- RJC, Warwickshire, 30/9/2012 14:38 
* 
All very romantic but where does the money come from to buy 
lap-tops, mobile phones, solar panels etc.? How are they fed? 
Where does the fodder come from for the horses? If it is earned 
honestly one can only commend their enterprise and 
resourcefulness. 
- Saltpeter, carlisle, 30/9/2012 14:38 
* 
It looks staged to me   - kelly, surrey, 30/9/2012 14:34 
* 
True anarchy is living in self governing groups without reliance on 
the state or without inputting to the formula of rule and capitalism. 
Its impossible to live within a governed country entirely free of its 
rule, economy or state, but I admire those who step out as much as 
possible. Of course they are still treated when ill, and still need 
food and clothes, but slow money is a much more sustainable way 
of living.    - Athen, London, 30/9/2012 14:34 
* 
If globalization goes down, which I hope. We'll ALL have to learn 
to be self sufficient. No-one will support you if there's no money in 
the coffers! It's going to come down to raw, basic survival in the 
end and these people are showing us how it's done!  
- Son of Wigan __________________________  

 



 

* 
And how exactly are they doing that if they are, as the article 
points out, "embracing the modern technology like mobile phones, 
laptops and even Facebook"? 
- Me, Reading This, United States, 30/9/2012 14:33 
* 
Well that should look very pretty pulled up outside the benefits 
office when they pop in to pick up their cheques every week.  - 
Cambridgemummy, Cambridge, 30/9/2012 14:31 
* 
Shunning modern life- are they doing that by not claiming 
benefits?  - Ross100, Cardiff, 30/9/2012 14:30 
* 
G/T 
Very surprised to see a POSITIVE story about Travellers on the 
Daily Mail website & even more amazed that the majority of the 
comments are positive ones, but moving on. These are (like me) 
New Age Travellers, which are very different from Romany or 
Irish Travellers. They're 'hippy' travellers rather than 'gypsy' 
travellers. Most of them do work (self employed) & most of them 
do pay taxes. Yes, i'm sure there are those that don't, sure some are 
on benefits & sure that some do commit crime, just as there are 
house dwellers who live on benefits, commit crime and avoid 
taxes, but it isn't the majority of house dwellers, and it isn't the 
majority of New Age Travellers either. In all my time on the road, 
i've always worked, paid tax, never parked up anywhere that I 
wasn't given full permission to be, never stolen anything, never left 
rubbish, never caused problems for anyone, and none of the people 
I travelled with did either. Don't judge us all on the actions of a 
few.    - Baz, Sheffield, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 14:28 
* 
nice photos and all that jazz but who is funding this lifestyle? I 
guess we'd all like to live a free and easy relaxed way of life if we 
could. I dont have an issue with these people if they are not state 
dependent and that means, no use of the NHS since they are not 

 



 

contributing. - queen_natashathe2, Manchester, United Kingdom, 
30/9/2012 14:24 
* 
I've no problem with these travellers providing they don't expect 
any of my taxes to pay for their lifestyle. My concern, as I look at 
the pictures above, are that the caravans do not look to me to be 
watertight. They must also be very cold and rather uncomfortable 
in the winter months - how do they manage to keep themselves and 
their children warm and dry? 
- Helena, Northumberland, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 14:23 
* 
I have had these types stop for a few days near where I live and 
they were no trouble at all. When they left there was no rubbish 
left behind whatsoever either. They may be traditional in one sense 
but nothing like the run of the mill gypsies who often leave a trail 
of trash behind when they are moved on. As far as I am aware 
these people don't sign on. I don't think you can if you have no 
fixed abode.    - John Doe, Chippenham, 30/9/2012 14:22 
* 
Aye How many of them are on benifits of one kind or another. Id 
like to know that . 
- jaybee, inverness, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 14:22 
* 
Just don't go to France!   
- PeterSterling, Vacaville, United States, 30/9/2012 14:20 
* 
I love the photos. Stunning.  - JT, Nch, 30/9/2012 14:19 
* 
a good friend and amazingly talented man pictured here and I am 
proud to have been invited into their world at certain delightful 
family festivals.Thanks my friends! Unfortunately, as with any 
section of society, a minority aren't always as we would 
wish...same as barristers, doctors, dentists, bankers, etc.    
- David Tucker, Winchester, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 14:19 
* 

 



 

"and even Facebook" - Wow, whatever next?   
- Albo, York, 30/9/2012 14:17 
* 
...and how are their offspring prepared for the larger world? 
- h2o, Mississauga, Canada, 30/9/2012 14:16 
* 
Great photos, but sorry to say that is a very unhappy looking dog in 
picture 8....  - nell, Wessex, 30/9/2012 14:15 
* 
Interesting pictures. If you are an adult and you want to live that 
way fine. I think it is unfair to inflict this on kids in terms of them 
not getting a decent education - because they have no choice. 
- xpat73, USA, 30/9/2012 14:15 
* 
If they are normal, I dont want to be 
 !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
- our country our uk, lincoln, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 14:13 
* 
If they are self supporting, that's fine - they can live this kind of 
life and live as they choose. The rich drop outs can always drop 
back in again with the support of their families and trust funds - 
they always have a security cushion. I strongly object to anyone 
who thinks the rest of us should work, do without things, work 
long hours in jobs we don't really like, so they can sponge off the 
hard workers of the UK. They are not travellers but leeches! 
- AndriaCF, Lubrin, Spain, 30/9/2012 14:12 
* 
I have often wished I was a gypsy and have always wanted a 
horse-drawn caravan. I have moved so many times over the years 
due to neighbours/area etc and wish I just had a caravan so I could 
get on the road and go elsewhere when I felt like it. 
- Shayla, England, 30/9/2012 14:12 
* 
Oh look, they shop in All Saints.   - JJ, Glasgow, 30/9/2012 14:10 
* 

 



 

Very interesting lifestyle. Several years ago I decided to life very 
simply and have fewer belongings. As such I brought a few boxes 
of nice items which I didn't need to give away at work. With my 
luck, my coworkers pulled me aside and asked if I was 
contemplating of suicide.  - liz2, winnipeg, 30/9/2012 14:06 
* 
"They were the inner city youth who, fuelled by punk spirit, 
anarchist philosophy and a hate of Margaret Thatcher, clambered 
aboard a fleet of battered old vehicles to shun the trappings of the 
modern world for a life of nomadic freedom" ... "and benefits" (or 
am I being cynical?  - Kahonen, Durham, 30/9/2012 14:06 
* 
So do they claim benefits- yes or no?    
- Steve P, Worcs., 30/9/2012 14:01 
* 
Great stuff I think it's the way forward...I have worked for 44 years 
for what just look at the country that we inherited from our 
forefathers it's ruined we should be ashamed ourselves 
- zipo, West Midlands, 30/9/2012 13:59 
* 
New age travellers is still a current term? Good grief DM that was 
a long time ago!  - Andy HB, Hebden Bridge, 30/9/2012 13:59 
 
Sorry, I have to post again, I really object to this headline. They are 
not "21st century Gypsies". The real 21st century Gypsies are the 
Romanies, many of whom now live in houses and many of whom 
live in metal caravans towed by cars. These photos are of new age 
travellers. As Beesimo says above, you can't take the culture of 
another group, steal their name, and then go around giving them a 
bad name. Second point: how on earth do any of you know 
whether they work or pay tax? My grandad was a (real) Gypsy, and 
he worked every day of his life in construction, a lot of it for the 
county council, and paid all his taxes. And yet people who didn't 
know him called him a lazy scrounger just because he was a 
Gypsy. It's disgusting.  - alicejdnsk, Liverpool, 30/9/2012 13:59 

 



 

* 
Why don't they ever "squat" ( which is what they're doing ) at 
Buckingham Palace? Or inside 10 Downing Street? It still amazes 
me you can just park a camper or even move into a home you don't 
own and no one can do anything.    
- Me, Reading This, United States, 30/9/2012 13:58 
* 
Not gypsies - new age hippies!    
- hmg66, Ossett, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 13:58 
* 
Part of me is insanely jealous of their lifestyle.   
- mrsmouse, Proud Brit, 30/9/2012 13:55 
* 
Nothing that a days work and a bath couldn't sort out... 
- EnglishCad, Canterbury, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 13:52 
* 
If we were all the same, it would be a boring world. A lot of these 
people have the choice, due to their education etc, to have a 
'mainstream' job and a 'normal' life style but they have been brave 
enough to choose an alternative lifestyle in accordance with their 
beliefs. I wish I was as brave. They will never regret their life 
choices. I wish them happiness ..... 
- Sleuth, East of Eden, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 13:50 
* 
I wonder what they do to educate their children? In Germany, 45 
years ago, we sometimes had gypsies in our class. I remember one 
girl, with long and dark hair. She joined us some day. She was 
always quiet and did't say much. But my teacher, a male teacher, 
attacked her one day. He made a nasty remark about people who 
are "on the road". Some days later she didn't join us anymore, 
probably she was on the road again. The same teacher mentioned 
the castration of German soldiers on the Balkans during WW II, 
with a sad and annoying sound in his voice, a few years later, when 
we were about 13 or 14 years old. The Nazis sent quite a few 
gypsies to the gas or just shot them. We have to keep that in mind. 

 



 

Well, in Germany you still run into problems, if you don't fit in. 
You can't have good formal training at a school, if you live the way 
gypsies do. So, what about education of people, who have no 
permanent address, in Britain? - Hans, Saarbrücken, Germany, 
30/9/2012 13:50 
* 
Stunning? - Robbo, Leicestershire, 1/10/2012 1:34 
 
..........My sentiments exactly.   
- Reubenene, Victoria, Australia, 30/9/2012 13:48 
* 
The government is dedicated to giving these people on benefit 
dedicated sites within urban areas, right next to the settled 
community which pays all their bills. It will all be done at the 
council taxpayers expense and will devalue the houses of those 
affected. DM are you working for the government propaganda 
machine with these completely unrepresentative pictures of what 
are actually 'new age' travellers (drop outs of the 1960s). 
- Cloud 9, Persepolis, Bonaire, Sint Eustatius and Saba, 30/9/2012 
13:48 
* 
Must be great when every County Council and it's Tax Payers are 
funding the lifestyle. The only thing the Camera doesn't show, is 
the smell. 
- Teflon, NotRome, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 13:47 
* 
Good luck to them- I envy them in truth.  - Violet Brown, 
Birmingham, 30/9/2012 13:46 
* 
The middle classes playing at being poor again. Waiting to inherit 
their parents hard earned wealth. Most hippies in the '60 were 
middle class, dropping out until the time came to get that job in the 
city and buy that expensive house in Chelsea or Fulham. They bore 
me, they don't know poverty, they have an escape route waiting 
until they are bored with this 'game'. 

 



 

- D.Brook, London, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 13:43 
* 
They go out of their way to look stylish don't they? Seems all a bit 
contrived.   - Bess, Zurich, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 13:42 
* 
Once the winters in this country start getting seriously bitter (as 
they are starting to do due to climate change), they'll change there 
minds. Living in a caravan in -20C isnt fun by anyones standards.  
- Internetcynic, Lincoln, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 13:42 
* 
Proper romanies would have kept their caravans immaculate, both 
inside and out. These people are just scruffy wannabees. 
- Miss Dior, Somewhere over the Rainbow, United Kingdom, 
30/9/2012 13:40 
* 
Too each his own. Once they are not collecing benefits. And, yes, it 
is possible to live without benefits. I find some of the comments of 
others judging others for their life style narrow minded and 
parochial. No, everyone does not have to live like you. I hate that 
narrow minded mentality...I will condemn you bc you do not live 
like me or how I think you should live. Such people are a wart on 
the rest of society and cause most of the worlds problems wherever 
they be, middle east, US, or Europe. If there is one set of people I 
would like to see the world rid of it is those. I assure you they are 
causing us more problems than the people in the pictures ever 
could.  - Someone, Somewhere in Lone Star, 30/9/2012 13:38 
* 
Modern life. Working every hour of every day for someone else to 
get a wage which is spent entirely on bills you can't afford and 
things you don't need. Ultimately to spend your old age, lonely in a 
cold care home starving in a bed being abused by foreign nurses 
who despise you. What is there to modernity which sells itself to 
future generations? These people are free and their wealth is 
measured in the familial bonds and innate human spirituality. I 
envy their courage and their convictions. Good luck to them - 

 



 

they'll survive the apocalypse. The meek shall inherit the earth. - 
village of the damned, Spitalfields, Middlesex, 30/09/2012 16:49 
Well said. Very interesting and thought provoking comment.  - 
Patriot, Norfolk, 30/9/2012 13:36 
* 
I've never see a such bunch of pretentious trustafarians in all my 
life.  - becca, lanarkshire, 30/9/2012 13:34 
* 
As a 65yr old, I ask one question which has yet to be answered. 
Please tell me how they afford what we have been shown.   - 
beattie, Farnborough, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 13:33 
* 
Is this really headline news?   
- lizzie E, Newbury. uk, 30/9/2012 13:32 
* 
I think I might sign up for this lifestyle    
- sampet, Lancashire, 30/9/2012 13:29 
* 
Not on my doorstep Thank you !!!!   
- calypso, malaga, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 13:28 
* 
If you have a look on the web you will see that Gypsies are defined 
as Romany, Irish and Travellers (meaning those who never settled 
down after the 70s.) The only trouble is, if your local council 
decides to designate a site for `gypsies' it is very difficult to know 
who is coming. Apparently, anyone with a caravan is categorised 
as a `gypsy' nowadays and expects to be treated like an ethnic 
minority. Hence, if you're on your hols in a caravan or camper, in 
theory you can just about park anywhere....just say, "We're 
Gypsies/Travellers". (In actual fact, over the period of a fornight's 
holiday you'll probably clock up more miles than the so-called 
`travellers' do in a year.) Two cheers for the European Union. - 
Graham , Wales, United Kingdom// sorry but your point being? 
these are not romany or irish,they are directly from our bloodline 
you and me. great british stock,whether upper,middle,working.Its 

 



 

moved me this is the way i would like to live and i admire them 
and envy so much.  - andrea, sheffield, 30/9/2012 13:26 
* 
Doubtful they are old enough to remember Marg Thatcher, but I 
sympathise with anyone trying to escape a "modern" British 
society with an endless cycle of excessive tax, bills and debt. I 
know someone who does a similar thing with a canal barge to 
escape huge council taxes, a massive mortgage and bills galore.   - 
tony lloyd, essex, 30/9/2012 13:20 
* 
I have no problem with people living an alternative lifestyle as 
long as they don't expect me to pay for it. - JGB , Colchester 
England, 30/9/2012 17:34 I doubt they are claiming any kind of 
unemployment benefit because they don't have a fixed address. 
How can someone sign on every two weeks if they are constantly 
moving? I suspect what attracted them to this lifestyle is that they 
can be entirely self-sufficient and they rely on each other; their 
wits and their talents for survival. I think it's fantastic and if I didn't 
need to have a good nights sleep it would definitely be a way of 
life I would consider!  - Annie, London, 30/9/2012 13:18 
* 
The dog did not look too happy. They might be "free" but they dog 
appeared to be chained. Poor thing.  
- Interested, Paris, 30/9/2012 13:18 
* 
So who is funding this lifestyle?    
- andrea, madison wi, United States, 30/9/2012 13:18 
* 
Girl in the fifth photo should be given a modeling career--she just 
oozes talent and beauty!   - AliceN, Naples, 30/9/2012 13:16 
* 
If these people are positively contributing to a society which they 
depend on for infrastructure, care, and justice, then they can do 
whatever they want, as long as they abide by the laws and they pay 
their taxes. As long as these children grow up to be positive 

 



 

contributors to the same society, they could sprout a second head 
and wings and I wouldn't care. 
- BT, UK, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 13:15 
* 
Amazing, to have the will to just shake off modern ways and live 
free. Truly inspiring.  - Paul Gilson, Essex, 30/9/2012 13:14 
* 
New Travellers, as they are labelled, come from a whole range of 
backgrounds, it's impossible to generalize. I know some who were 
from high ranking military family's, and or expensive private 
education, and others from extreemly deprived environments, plus 
a whole range in between. Don't kid yourselves that none of these 
people want to work, that's simply not the case for the majority of 
Travellers. Many own businesses or are employed working on the 
festival circuit, and at concert venues, plus a considerable amount 
work in forestry and agriculture, all work which comes with a 
conflict free place to park up. There are also Travellers I have 
known who worked in the NHS as nurses, and in old peoples 
homes. Of course there are some labelled Travellers by society, 
who neither travel nor work, every community has it's bad apples, 
but it's not reasonable to blame a settled community like St Ives 
Cornwall, for a shooting by a council estate gang from Manchester, 
now is it?  - hothoginclaygrave, none, United Kingdom, 
30/9/2012 13:14 
* 
They just look dirty.   
- Ri Ri 4 3VA, LDN Baby, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 13:13 
* 
That dog looks so sad :(   
- Joanna2012, Bristol, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 13:08 
* 
Why is this top billing in a news site? As far as I recall when this 
trend started they use to make sure they collected their benefit 
payments to lead their alternative life away from the state. 
- Hooray Henry, Cloudland, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 13:04 

 



 

* 
I have no problem with people living an alternative lifestyle as 
long as they don't expect me to pay for it.  
- JGB , Colchester England, 30/9/2012 17:34 
* 
++++++++They will embrace the lifestyle and all that goes with it, 
ie, not paying Taxes etc. Do I take it that as they have abandoned 
the their old lifestyle they won't be a burden on taking up Hospital 
beds when they become ill, or claim "any" kind of benefits or 
Pensions. Or do they expect to get treatment and money for free, 
not that anything is free, everything has to be paid for somewhere 
along the line. If they don't claim anything I mentioned then they 
can then call themselves truly free of the system. But as usual the 
Tax paying Public will be picking up the Bill for their lifestyle 
choice.    - Dave, Hastings-East Sussex-England, United Kingdom, 
30/9/2012 13:03 
* 
Is that Mick hucknall in the top hat?    
- Guy Sekwaf, UK, 30/9/2012 13:00 
* 
Poor kids, they look fed up BUT at least they are shielded from 
Justin Bieber and One Direction :)     
- Pigwhistle, London, 30/9/2012 12:56 
* 
It will be interesting to see whether the children choose to continue 
living the new age traveller life of their parents, or revert to the 
capitalist lifestyles of their grandparents. Does/can it even work 
that way around?   - Adam, Bournemouth, 30/9/2012 12:55 
* 
Love these photos, so gorgeous. Nice to see real gypsies and not 
chavs in awful clothes living in a van.    
- me, Midlands, 30/9/2012 12:51 
* 
All good and well. I know many new age travellers. Most are quite 
spiritual however look at the rubbish and filth left behind at 

 



 

Avebury after the solstice. Hardly respecting the earth. Respect the 
earth respect humanity - look at many of the Gypsy/Traveller/New 
Age sites and they are one big rubbish trip with no respect for their 
surroundings or the earth. Sums them up. Good luck to the good 
one's.   - Blue, Southend, 30/9/2012 12:50 
* 
Where is all the fake tan, dodgy hair extensions and hideously 
bright and meagre clothing?!  - ðŸ˜³, somewhere over the rainbow, 
30/9/2012 12:50 
* 
Fab photography    
- love not hate, in the real world, 30/9/2012 12:50 
* 
Wow - an article from the Daily Mail about gypsies that doesn't 
contain any bigotry or curtain twitching little England 
sensationalism! Long may this new approach continue (although I 
see that some of the comments reveal that the readership is still as 
closed minded as one would expect).   - saralund, London, United 
Kingdom, 30/9/2012 12:49 
* 
be interesting to know if they claim benefit and how do those kids 
go to school ? or do the countries laws not apply to these people ? 
romanys ? lazy good for nowts more like it. 
- redtoon, Gateshead, 30/9/2012 12:49 
* 
Well at the risk of being blunt - they don't look very happy and 
most of them look pretty grubby!! 
- Welsh Woman, Wales, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 12:46 
* 
and of course they all have jobs and/or are completely self 
sufficient??? wonder if they have shunned the trappings of the 
modern benefits system?  - suze, midlands, 30/9/2012 12:44 
* 
Part of me is envious of this way of life. At least they do not have 
some dull office job comme moi!      

 



 

- stevefricker, Warsash, 30/9/2012 12:42 
* 
***I have no problem with people living an alternative lifestyle as 
long as they don't expect me to pay for it.- JGB, Colchester 
England, 30/9/2012 17:34 
* 
*** I wish I could green arrow you more than once! You have 
expressed my sentiments exactly. 
- Coffeeholic, chester, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 12:40 
* 
These are beautiful pictures,and this is a well written and 
sympathetic article ,but somehow it´s just not connected with 
reality.The travelers I have met and observed over the years are not 
like these glamorous characters,and would surely feel contempt for 
this fake romantic "gypsy" story- apraman, loule, 30/9/2012 12:39 
* 
We will all be living like this by the time the bankers have finished 
with us !   - Jane, Sheffield, 30/9/2012 12:39 
* 
New Agers mosly rely on benefits and class A drugs and most live 
in converted vans and buses and not picturesque wagons- Many of 
their children spend most of their time roaming the camp and do 
not go to school or receive a real home education- many are 
virtually illiterate. Schools are obliged to allow the children to 
come and go as they please because they have traveller status, 
while the rest of us cannot take even a week for an affordable 
family holiday. Freedom is a state of mind.   
- elp60, Exeter, 30/9/2012 12:39 
* 
How do they earn a living? Well, it's been a long time since you 
could claim benefits in this Country without an address. You also 
can't vote or get CRB checked. I have come across some of these 
people at Folk Festivals, working as musicians or stage managers. 
Some of them do seasonal farmwork (which means they have to 
travel around doing the fruit harvests and so on), and make or fix 

 



 

things like tools, jewellery, baskets, hurdles, etc. I know this 
because I have also come across them at agricultural shows, where 
one traveller type told me that taking away benefits (in the 1990s I 
think it was) actually strengthened their community because it 
weeded out the weaker elements and meant that the rest of them 
had to develop skills and become more self-reliant.  - 
DailyMailReader, Somerset, 30/9/2012 12:39 
* 
Are they real gypsies or is it just an excuse for not being 
productive and or having a job?? Just asking... Hope the childrens 
are well educated and able to make choices when they grow up. 
- CrazyWorld, Global, 30/9/2012 12:35 
* 
When "Sunbeam and Snowflake" sigh on for benefits do they use 
their real name's................ - mickg, New Mills in the High Peak, 
United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 12:34 
* 
stunning photography granted but as for the culture, i cant agree 
with a lifestyle where they think they can live of other peoples land 
for free, pay no taxes and contribute nothing to society. Heres the 
options many travellers face; Buy land and then get told by the 
local council you cant live on it and get moved on OR move onto 
land not belonging to you, get told you cant live there and get 
moved on... Which one would you take?   
- TicToc, London, 30/9/2012 12:33 
* 
Good luck to them all. Wish I had the balls to do it instead of 
working 10 hours a day, 6 days a week just to keep a roof over my 
head and the country going!!!!! Beautiful! 
- tracy, tamworth uk, 30/9/2012 12:33 
* 
i have no problem if they pay their way, and don't take what others 
have earned. i suspect this way of life does not include a 9-5 or 
contributions to the society they live off of. 
- doughnut,  peterborough, 30/9/2012 12:32 

 



 

* 
I wonder what they do to earn their money. or is that a stupid 
question.  
- walt49 , swansea, 30/9/2012 17:48  
* 
work shy .. i hope they are not receiving unemployment benefit, as 
they don't intend working like the rest of us have to..   
- lucky felix , cat town, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 17:47  
* 
Now, let me see.......... agricultural work in season, forestry work in 
season, carving, exhibiting at craft fairs, gardening work, making 
holly wreathes at Chritmas and for 8 weeks before, Baking for 
stalls at local markets, ironwork, carpentry, painting and 
decorating, buying and selling on e bay, the setting up of websites, 
providing lighting and stages for LEGAL festivals, parties, 
weddings etc. Running circus skills schools in their localities, 
teaching the guitar and flute.......... need I go on. Traveller does not 
actually mean 'unemployed layabout'. For those types, look at your 
council and housing association estates.........  
- benj, cardiff, 30/9/2012 12:32 
* 
im commend their choice of lifestyle as long as they are paying 
their way, health, education etc, though i doubt that is so.............. - 
bones, la vernelle, 30/9/2012 12:31 
* 
Beesimo,Durham,there are few real Romany people on the road to 
day most live in bungalows they where getting a hard time of it 
being tared with the same brush you might say because of all the 
riff raff that decided to take to the road. when real Romany people 
break camp the only signs of them ever being there would be the 
ashes of the camp fire and horse droppings not like to day when so 
called travellers break camp it`s gas bottles, heaps of tar mac, piles 
of chopped down trees, rubbish,ect,ect, and they can`t understand 
why townies don`t like them just shows how smart they are dosn`t 
it. - jim bridger, staffordshire, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 16:09  

 



 

* 
You are obviously generalising! Gypsies do indeed leave debris 
and what you have stated behind them.. just not all but a small 
minority. The same goes for the other Traveller communities, one 
of which has been in this country 1,600 years.  - TicToc, London, 
30/9/2012 12:27 
* 
Would this lifestyle be sustainable without Welfare Benefits? Has 
that question been posed? 
- Steve F, Chelmsford, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 12:24 
* 
It is all lovely in the summer in winter travellers near my home 
were inches deep in mud, the children were ill and they were 
buying over the counter medications for them, not a healthy way to 
live for those children. - Gilliedew, Norfolk, 30/9/2012 15:12 
* 
====Err, and children who live a "normal" lifestyle and in warm 
houses with central heating don't get ill? ALL children (and adults 
for that matter) get ill during the winter months with colds, flu etc. 
I notice none of the traveller children look even remotely obese 
unlike many of those who sit indoors playing computer games 
summer and winter instead of getting out and playing so whose 
lifestyle is healthier? I don't think it's people who live in houses. 
- Grouse-Somewhere, Wiltshire, 30/9/2012 12:20 
* 
Just another group of deadbeats that want to live off the naivete of 
others. - derek marlowe, panama, 30/9/2012 12:19 
* 
They live a parasitic life because they live in an ordered society 
paid for by taxpayers. They have free health care and education 
paid for by tax payers! Would they be willing to give up their free 
health care and security of life style for their so called freedom? I 
doubt it.  - anastasia, cernay, 30/9/2012 12:18 
* 
I am surprised not to see more negative comments on here. Over 

 



 

the years I have read many stories about how these people land 
squat. It seem incredible to me they are allowed to just take over 
people land. The photos are beautiful.  
- Zee Chen, San Francisco, 30/9/2012 17:34  
* 
You sound disappointed? perhaps you want people to do the "dirty 
work" for you?  - TicToc, London, 30/9/2012 12:15 
* 
The photos are gorgeous and the people in them but how do they 
make a living and afford the gadgets? I honestly would love to 
know. - vanityfair, London UK, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 
12:12 
* 
Yes, but what are their weddings like?! ;o)   
- She Beast, Arizona US, 30/9/2012 12:11 
* 
All on benefits then?   - Jug, Ripley, Derbyshire, voted the most 
English Town in 2006., 30/9/2012 12:10 
* 
Yes stunning pictures they most certainly are, yet their eyes portray 
a lot of pain from both passed and present time, or so is my belief. 
It is one thing to leave society from which one is used to, but then 
the mind will take you back especially on a > Cold and Frosty 
Morning <. We must admire their courage and reflect also on the 
lives of those they left behind who may worry everyday how they 
are managing to exist. I¿m fortunate that I did once live the life of 
the hunter gatherer for in so doing I did learn how to live off the 
land, a basic skills necessity something we may all have to turn to 
in our uncertain World. 
- AGPCUK, Bournemouth, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 12:08 
* 
If globalization goes down, which I hope. We'll ALL have to learn 
to be self sufficient. No-one will support you if there's no money in 
the coffers! It's going to come down to raw, basic survival in the 
end and these people are showing us how it's done - Son of Wigan 

 



 

, Vlissingen The Netherlands, 30/9/2012 17:48  
===============================================
===============================================
===============================================
============== "No-one will support you?" More power to 
them if this is the case, but I suspect most of these jobless 
vagabonds are on the dole. Not eeking out a living with their hands 
as you seem to think.  - Ted, Fort Wayne USA, United States, 
30/9/2012 12:07 
* 
I have no problem with people living an alternative lifestyle as 
long as they don't expect me to pay for it.  
- JGB, Colchester England, 30/09/2012 16:34  
* 
Yet you continue to pay for welfare recipients, isn't that an 
alternative lifestyle ??? - D*, East Midlands, 30/9/2012 12:03 
* 
Mad Max and you are paying for it. Even the horse blames it on 
Margaret Thatcher. How romantic, just like garlic bread, this could 
be the future.  - John of Warrington, Cheshire, 30/9/2012 12:02 
* 
It is interesting that there are so many comments about travellers 
employment status.. Why is living such a way and earning money 
considered mutually exclusive? I'll let you know.. its not!! 
Everyone needs money and the usual way of getting it (unless your 
last names windsor or your some other form of parasite) is 
working. A horse and cart is somewhat cheaper than a house and 
car so maybe 40 hours a week 50 weeks a year isn't needed but this 
is often out weighed by house hold chores .. fetching water, 
cooking and cleaning with less facilities.. What do YOU do for 
money anyhows??   - jimmer, coleford, 30/9/2012 12:02 
* 
Do they use the NHS and expect us to pay for their 'lifestyle 
choices'? If they don't, well let them be. But if they want to opt into 
society when it suits them, at our expense, they should be stopped 

 



 

from doing so. I don't supppose we should ask about education, 
road tax, sewage etc. Being 'alternative' is fine if they can do so 
independently.- Emilia, Rural Yorkshire, United Kingdom, 
30/9/2012 12:01 
* 
Still look like rich kids to me.......is this their gap year....!!! 
- starman, cheshire, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 12:01 
* 
Good to see folks with the guts to give it a go......just don't claim 
financial benefits........living close to the land and from it is 
priceless, so long as it is common land or land the owners are 
happy for one to use. Too many money obsessed people in this 
world who think they are above the others, they need to get back to 
basics and appreciate real life...not one 'bought' with pounds, 
shillings and pence. - flcracker, Nantes, France, 30/9/2012 12:01 
* 
'WE ARE DIFFERENT' SO NOW WE TAX PAYERS ARE 
NORMAL AND HAVING TO PAY FOR 'THEM'   
 - DEBORAH, France, 30/9/2012 11:59 
* 
Ultimately to spend your old age, lonely in a cold care home 
starving in a bed being abused by foreign nurses who despise you. 
What is there to modernity which sells itself to future generations? 
These people are free and their wealth is measured in the familial 
bonds and innate human spirituality. I envy their courage and their 
convictions. Good luck to them - they'll survive the apocalypse. 
The meek shall inherit the earth. - village of the damned, 
Spitalfields, Middlesex, 30/09/2012 16:49  
* 
The implication is that we are powerless to change the course of 
the 'apocalypse'. That it is pre-determined.    
- Dara Mac, London, 30/9/2012 11:56 
* 
GOD HELP THEIR HORSES  - ethel, brussels, 30/9/2012 11:56 
* 

 



 

I think it is fantastic and I wish them well. Looks like some people 
are making things to sell just like traditional gypsies did, so I 
wouldn't make the assumption that everyone is living off benefits. 
So what, if they are? So what if they land squat? You only 'own' a 
piece of land for as long as you are on this earth, a split second in 
the scheme of things. I'd rather have them next door to me than a 
supermarket or a McDonalds any day. They are living with their 
own kind of freedom. Anyone making derogatory comments just 
doesn't understand where they're coming from. Or maybe they are 
subconsciously jealous. 
- mariesnowgoose, Durham, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 11:52 
* 
The photographer is incredibly talented...beautiful 
photos...parasitic lifestyle if it entails living off the land and/or 
taxes of others...they may 'live free'...but do so at the expense of 
others which is hardly commendable...    
- slim, london, 30/9/2012 11:52 
* 
They've definitely got the right idea. Most of us drone, wage slave, 
debt junkies don't have the courage to live like they do and are so 
taken in by the panem et circenses out there, we rarely ever 
consider it anyway.   
- Stimpy, Here n now, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 11:52 
* 
No matter what they do they will never be true Romanies, they 
were a better race than the modern gypsies, and I do hope that they 
will treat the horses better than the modern travellers do,they just 
don't know how to treat a horse well, these people who have 
decided to adopt the Orignal way of life of the Real gypsies,I 
would say to them treat your horses well DO NOT abuse them like 
they do at the Horse fairs, Also real gypsies cleared after up them, 
you would not have known they had been there, so please do not 
leave all your rubbish behind you like the modren travellers. Also 
to get rid of their fancy cars and caravans will much cheaper and 
they will save more money living that way, I wonder if they will 

 



 

keep their fancy homes on to go back to when they toured the 
countryside for a while.     
- daisymay, auckland, New Zealand, 30/9/2012 11:52 
* 
They all look like they need a good bath and the caravans are a 
state. Just because you are not partaking in globalisation doesn't 
mean you can be dirty. Generations kept themselves and their 
homes clean with salt, water, vinegar and soap. I don't see why 
these people can't do the same?- EA, Midlands, United Kingdom, 
30/9/2012 11:50 
* 
Now that's REAL Gypsies. Such a beautiful photos I'm going to 
order his book. Mind you (lucky felix , cat town, United Kingdom, 
30/9/2012 17:47) if you could have a close look at the background 
of the picture with a green dressed woman on a white horse and 
see what homemade products they are selling. Not extactly 
workshy are they? 
- Stormy Wolf, Here In UK, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 11:50 
* 
the crustier they are the posher they often are. rebels (against posh 
parents). sometimes the accent slips.    
- me, here, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 11:46 
* 
Its good when your young a healthy but im sure in old age they 
will use the NHS which they havent paid a penny towards.  - 
Gavin, London, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 11:44 
* 
these are Gods children.....   
- Terenced, london, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 11:41 
* 
A far cry from the other travellers we know - hotpants, cleavage 
and giant wedding dress at the age of 15!  - Confused, Landofnod, 
United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 11:40 
* 
They still look as dirty and untidy and trampy as they did 25 years 

 



 

ago, I knew many of these people then and now and still do not 
understand why they have to live in dishevellment, why can't they 
tidy up their living quarters? Why can't they wear clean clothes 
without holes? They just look dirty. Aren't they ashamed? 
- EmFloyd7, Belfast, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 11:39 
* 
These are the dregs of society , just by their appearance they make 
themselves unemployable which is exactly what they seek, no they 
prefer to lie stinking in their unwashed beds all day whilst the rest 
of us (who pay their benefits) struggle through cold wet traffic 
jams and endure often soul destroying jobs so that these parasites 
can continue to feed off us and to add insult to injury sneer at our 
pride in supporting ourselves. They should be starved of benefits 
and forced to work like we are obliged to. They stink! 
- Bill, Bacup, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 11:38 
* 
They are really 'hobos', are they not?   
- Charlie Podger, Northolt, 30/9/2012 11:38 
* 
don't make me laugh these people are NOT gypsies they are work 
shy soap dodgers living from one giro to the next my great 
grandparents were real English gypsies lived in a horse drawn 
caravan [NOT A BOW TOP] worked hard fruit picking hop 
picking ,building work any thing they could to make a living never 
asked for handouts, and always looked CLEAN & TIDY 
- shiner, London, 30/9/2012 11:38 
* 
hopefully the new ant-squatting laws won't kill off this way of life. 
Its an interesting window into what life may be like for a lot more 
people one day. Technology gives us the ability to communicate 
and work from anywhere on the globe but we seem to be still tied 
to our bricks and mortar houses and offices for no real reason. A 
more mobile world population would solve problems of 
immigration, would starve dictators of people to terrorise, would 
preserve undeveloped land and is more environmentally sound. 

 



 

- ALM, Glasgow, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 11:35 
* 
Amazing pictures  - baz2012, Birmingham, 30/9/2012 11:29 
* 
Those poor children  - irritated, chesham, 30/9/2012 11:28 
* 
Is that Johnny Deep dressed for a new Pirates movie?   
- anon, london, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 11:28 
* 
Truly amazing artistic beautiful photographs capturing the 
moment, which adds to the mood of the photographs. I thought the 
snap shots were amazing, and well thought out, rather than a quick 
rushed photo I would be able to manage. - peppa69, Bath, United 
Kingdom, 30/9/2012 11:26 
* 
Walt49, they claim benefits.  - RosedadC63, Surrey, United 
Kingdom, 30/9/2012 11:25 
* 
I wonder what they do to earn their money. or is that a stupid 
question. - walt49 , swansea, 30/9/2012 17:48 ======= Most earn 
it through honest work, others it is suspected engage in thievery. 
Friends of mine lived near the travellers camp close to Basildon in 
Essex. Both their home & shop were repeatedly burgled, the Police 
suspected the Travellers but no arrests were ever made . Amazingly 
since the illegal Travellers camp was dismantled they have not 
been burgled, it may be sheer coincidence or it may be not, I leave 
it for the individual reader to decide 
- mahatmacoatmabag, tel aviv, 30/9/2012 11:24 
* 
Amazing photography. Each to their own way of life, but you 
cannot call these people self sufficient or living off the land, as 
most of them claim benefits while contributing nothing to society.  
- Cat, UK, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 11:20 
* 
Beautiful pictures  - Mars, Weybridge, 30/9/2012 11:20 

 



 

* 
I lost faith in my country a long time ago, so with time to spare I 
cycled up the entire East Coast camping when I was tired 
sometimes at the edge of fields or parks. In the middle of a sink 
estate on the edge of Middlesbrough I came across a lad on a horse 
that described his life and his love of horses warning me where not 
to go on the cycle path. In all my 700 miles I was touched by the 
warmth of the people to a single traveler on the road and sort of 
fell in love with my country and people, the man who cycled a few 
miles out of his way to show me a camp site, or the couple who 
shared their evening meal with me when I arrived late into a 
campsite. A few notable exceptions the Range Rover Sports being 
driven recklessly by the rich around Sandringham or the Camping 
and Caravan club steward who wouldn't let me camp in a quiet 
corner of their huge field despite offering to pay after a 70 mile 
cycle. There is a great warmth and sense of freedom in the British. 
Good for them.  - Reg, Norwich, 30/9/2012 11:19 
* 
Yes lovely to look at ...........but please excuse me for asking where 
do these people get their money.......do they they shun the NHS and 
the Education System , The Benefit Agencies .......no I don't think 
so....... financed out of taxes paid for by low paid workers like you 
and me. People please wake up and smell the coffee......in my 
Nescafe.  - No comment, cardiff, 30/9/2012 11:18 
* 
Deep down, I envy them. The world used to be a lot less 
complicated place to live. It is good to know that not everyone 
aspires only money and fame. About them getting benefits... well, 
better to give to them than to "others", if you get what I mean. 
- Michelle123, London, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 11:17 
* 
Beautiful.   - RubyDog, Cardiff, 30/9/2012 11:17 
* 
- Stu, Laholm, Sweden, 30/09/2012 15:04 Totally agree Stu, my 
family are true Irish gypsies, all tradesmen and always worked and 

 



 

handed down an extremely strong work ethic which is still now 
handed down from generation to generation!!  
- single mum, north west England, 30/9/2012 11:15 
* 
These photos are charming, which is no doubt what the 
photographer intended. The travellers have a kind of louche 
glamour. In a way, as a confirmed stick-in-the-mud, who has 
always done everything sensibly, I envy their freedom. As long as 
they don't hurt anyone, steal or annoy others, let them get on with 
it. These are life-style romantics. It's the others I have no time for, 
the ones who claim more favourable treatment than the rest of us 
and seem to be given a wide berth by the authorities.   - 
Mxxxxxx19, Boston, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 11:15 
* 
as the official Irish Gypsy Queen of USA I applaud these people 
for living the van life as I have many times in Life. HOwever USA 
IS more a police state now than it used to be and police will do 
everything in your power to harrass you if you're a traveller -- no 
matter whether you broken any law or not. Many authorities just 
hate the idea that somebody cannot be pinned down and kept track 
of every minute of their life. a gypsy's life is gay and free; no cares 
have he; no taxes need a gypsy pay; no wealth has he.............  
- Julia Simmons, Lost Lake, United States, 30/9/2012 11:13 
* 
Looks looks like a 'burning man" festival that doesn't end. Might 
be fun for a week-end.  - little hawk, bruceton, 30/9/2012 11:10 
* 
Quality of life, not quantity. - Ruth, Coniston - The lakes, United 
Kingdom, 30/9/2012 11:09 
* 
Unlike their namesakes the vast majority of these New Age 
Travellers actually have pride in the work they do, often otherwise 
lost skills and trades that they have learnt and use to support 
themselves. I had quite a bit of informal contact with NATs in and 
around Buckingham and to a person they were all decent people, 

 



 

just an alternate lifestyle. Never once saw them beg or rip anyone 
off, just camped in laybys or on verges and minded their own 
business. When they moved on they left footprints, not a stinking 
mess. Don't judge them by their lifestyle but by their behaviour 
which is normally considerate and accommodating. As for benefits, 
they have no fixed abode so are unable to claim many that are 
given away willynilly to all others, many of whom contribute 
nothing at all to any form of society.    
- jerry, world, 30/9/2012 11:09 
* 
Are their children educated? What do they do if they get sick? 
- Concerned, Plymouth, 30/9/2012 11:09 
* 
the photographs are stunning, the people are beautiful. 
- littlepete, Pittsburgh Pa, United States, 30/9/2012 11:09 
* 
Cool...and I suppose a fair few of them can run back to their rich 
mummies and daddies if it all goes pear shaped unlike the real 
gypsies.  - Doug, Reading, 30/9/2012 11:08 
* 
Fine, and they should all sign a form to declare they will accept no 
NHS treatment whatsoever (including for their offspring) no matter 
what the circumstances. They contribute nothing so should receive 
nothing. - Raymond Szistmann, Manchester-UK, ---- Would you 
apply the same to the children? What a miserable person you are!  - 
chattome80, London, 30/9/2012 11:07 
* 
photographs are stunning, the people are absolutely beautiful. 
- littlepete, Pittsburgh Pa, United States, 30/9/2012 11:05 
* 
as long as they don't leave their rubbish behind - unless they pay 
COUNCIL TAX???????????? 
- rw, southampton, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 11:04 
* 
As long as they are self supporting and claim nothing from the 

 



 

society that they obviously want no part of, then jolly good luck to 
them, but why do I doubt it? 
- Justin Creda-Bull, Victoria. B.C., 30/9/2012 11:02 
* 
And traditional benefit money from the taxpayer.  
- Jack Daw, Guildford, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 10:58 
* 
Folks need to see the wider picture of our government giving aid to 
India, politicians abusing their position of trust and greed by the 
bankers before severely critisizing small travelling groups who 
cost us very little.  - captain shandy, Leicester, 30/9/2012 10:57 
* 
Reminds me of the 60s and 70s, decades I wish I'd lived in. 
Beautiful photos. 
- Anna, London, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 10:56 
* 
Wasters - pity the children.  - Ed, UK, Turkey, 30/9/2012 10:54 
* 
Nice natural way of life as long as they are getting odd jobs to pay 
their way and dont expect handouts and I do hope their animals are 
well cared for and their children get an education.Other than that 
good luck to them.    - old fart, st.ives, 30/9/2012 10:54 
* 
Whilst not condemning them for their choice, I have for a long 
time been the owner of a campervan and then a bigger motor 
home. But in the 80s something insidious began to happen. 
Whereas before we could drive into a town car park or a 
supermarket car park, we started to find that horrible things called 
height barriers were slung across the entrances to these, not 
because towns didn't want the money that we tourists spent there 
on our way through, but because the councils didn't want travellers 
of any description staying for days/weeks/months on these car 
parks (many of which were free, so you can tell it's a long time 
ago!). So those of us who really like travelling - ie, keeping the 
wheels turning - now head for Europe, particularly France, where 

 



 

for a couple of euro a night you can stay on an Aire with access to 
clean water and sanitation. In this country campers are penalised 
because of the travellers; it's much easier abroad, so we go there 
instead.  - Alice, Oxfordshire, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 10:53 
* 
I like the furry woman photo. I think it¿s because it looks like it 
was shot on a windy day and I can feel the wind blowing through 
the fur; therefore giving the impression of movement but in a still 
photo.    - Cain, The Land of Nod, Iraq, 30/9/2012 10:52 
* 
Lovely pictures, I used to envy them their freedom, but it a 
lifestyle for young people.   
- CarolineinEngland, Manchester, 30/9/2012 10:51 
* 
I respect and admire the gipsy lifestyle as it shows us that people 
can be happy with relatively litter material possessions. Those who 
severly critisize gipsies should first see the wider picture in terms 
of our government wasting money on aid to India and greedy 
politicians/bankers before blaming the close knit travellers.   - 
captain shandy, Leicester, 30/9/2012 10:51 
* 
Living off tax payers.    - Mr Blixx, Manchester, 30/9/2012 10:50 
* 
Modern life. Working every hour of every day for someone else to 
get a wage which is spent entirely on bills you can't afford and 
things you don't need. Ultimately to spend your old age, lonely in a 
cold care home starving in a bed being abused by foreign nurses 
who despise you. What is there to modernity which sells itself to 
future generations? These people are free and their wealth is 
measured in the familial bonds and innate human spirituality. I 
envy their courage and their convictions. Good luck to them - 
they'll survive the apocalypse. The meek shall inherit the earth. - 
village of the damned , Spitalfields, Middlesex, 30/9/2012 17:49 
* 
Aside from your racist assertions about carers and nurses, these 

 



 

folk will get old too,unless of course their lifestyle curtails their 
life expectancy? I just see people who can't cope with the realities 
of life, mind you they might all have large trust funds sustaining 
their lifestyle, the rich can afford to be idle.     
- Timelord, London, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 10:50 
* 
Hmm Gypsies women are hot!    
- Amjo, Damascus, 30/9/2012 10:49 
* 
Rebranding... they're still Gypsies.   -  
St.. James, Barbados, 30/9/2012 10:49 
* 
The modern world is so screwed up,violent, obsessed with money 
and material things, I could quite easily drop out and join them. 
- Snoop Ex-Tory Voter, Buckinghamshire, 30/9/2012 10:48 
* 
The man in the picture with the long black hair is beautiful, he has 
such mesmerising eyes. 
- random-northants, Northampton, 30/9/2012 10:46 
* 
- village of the damned , Spitalfields, Middlesex, 30/9/2012 17:49 
Superb post. I just spent 7 years working so hard to get promoted, 
add the next 0 to my salary, live up to "expectations" that I 
completely burnt out and sacrificed the most important things in 
life - family, friends and happiness. Working so hard that you are 
too stressed, tired and depressed to enjoy the benefits, still 
worrying about money and bills and mortgages even whilst being 
in the "top 1%", then having to quit that job and spend the next 
year spending the money you saved to take time off, travel and get 
yourself healthy and well again. What was I doing?! I am now at 
the point of having to come back home and the thought of going 
back into that life makes me feel sick to the core. These people, 
although living a life I probably couldn't, make me very envious. 
All round the poorest parts of the word I have seen people with 
nothing, but they all have what matters - family, friends and a close 

 



 

knit society.  - metroarea, bangkok, 30/9/2012 10:46 
* 
Click to rate     Rating   3Report abuse 
"also appear to be embracing the modern technology like mobile 
phones, laptops and even Facebook" and avoiding paying Income 
Tax, Council Tax, National Insurance while probably claiming for 
benefits and using the councils schools. Socialist Nirvana 
- freepeckham, peckham, 30/9/2012 10:45 
* 
- lucky felix and walt49 , If you look at the photos again you will 
see a sign say "hand made baskets for sale"    
- Citizen Smith, Tooting, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 10:42 
* 
Of course they hated Mrs Thatcher and she hated them right back 
for their anti-social free-loading lifestyle.Labour on the other hand 
has bent over backwards to accomodate their every whim.    
- Hey nonny nonny, Englandland, 30/9/2012 10:39 
* 
I knew somebody that became a new age traveller. He was always 
into drink and drugs, and before he disappeared into obscurity 
completely he explained why he loved it so, they all spent their 
giros on puff, and foraged in the woods for shrooms. All he wanted 
to do was be high, and not hassled to get a job. It suited him to a 
tee.  - Me, and my dog x, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 10:37 
* 
They're not real Gypsies. - alicejdnsk, Liverpool, 30/9/2012 15:1---
--------------------------What a stupid comment, no one is then or 
they all are. Gypsy is defined by lifestyle!!! 
- jt, London, 30/9/2012 10:36 
* 
Good Good Good now they can all go back to their roots and 
thieve and leave there filth where it belongs.     
- John H, Balloch Scotland, 30/9/2012 10:34 
* 
Good for them as long as they don't cause trouble on peoples land 

 



 

etc. Its the morons out there who slave away in a job they hate , 
just so they can queue outside a Store to buy the latest Electronic 
Gadgets they don;t need. Life is about being happy not having an 
ipad, so you can show of to those sad materialistic fools, being 
conned and manipulated to make the Rich even richer. Does you 
ipad make you happy.?. no...you are queuing up for the next bit of 
Tat.  - Big Mama Mai, london, 30/9/2012 10:33 
* 
I couldnt live that life as I love my basics way to much,but I so get 
why they want to live that way, I bet most of us have wanted to just 
pack up and live free at least once in our lives. 
- mairesey, liverpool, 30/9/2012 10:33 
* 
Stunning images. A lifestyle most of us with the usual comforts of 
modern living would find difficult myself for one. They live a life 
true to themselves and unconstrained by the conventional and that 
is to be applauded in the land of the same, same, same. 
- Mazza, Newport, 30/9/2012 10:32 
* 
It all appears very romantic,and for a minute i envied them,but 
looking at the bigger picture,i have no doubt they are all receiving 
benefits,health care,.....park up illegally ,and do absolutely nothing 
! While the most of us pay our taxes and work for a living. What 
also concerns me is,are they feeding their horses and giving them 
shelter from the winter weather.....animals need care ! 
- wellinever, Bristol, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 10:31 
* 
... and they are an insult to Romany Gypsies, my beloved mother-
in-law came from an East End Romany Gypsy family who had 
manners, standards and house pride. She made sure her home was 
spotlessly clean and her children well turned out. This dirtiness 
they have in that book is not part of a true Romany gypsy lifestyle. 
- lena.russky.skeggs, Bedford, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 10:30 
* 
It looks like they are trying to portray a romantic lifestyle, yet the 

 



 

kids don't look happy, and neither does the dog. What do they do to 
stop from freezing in our winters which can be ghastly cold? 
Hopefully they take those kids back home to the grandparents 
home to stay warm.  - TW, London, 30/9/2012 10:29 
* 
Looks wonderful, can I move there?   
- Pablo, Madrid, Spain, 30/9/2012 10:27 
* 
How do they make a living?  - Layla, somewhere, 30/9/2012 10:27 
* 
sorry can't see the romance in this apart from the fact that they are 
scroungers when it comes to state benefits and free healthcare 
when it suits them. Everybody else has to pay into the system and 
they think they are too good for that, well I have news for them 
they should count their lucky stars that they don't live in my home 
country and other countries who don't bow down to PC laws and 
etiquette because life would not be so romantic and carefree 
- lena.russky.skeggs, Bedford, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 10:27 
* 
The girl in photograph 5 is stunning   
- Lynn, Torquay, 30/9/2012 10:25 
* 
just wondering how they educate their children,?also,there are no 
pictures at all of elderly folk here,do they move into houses as they 
get older?not being disrespectful,but it would be interesting to 
follow up this story in a day in the life of a new age traveller,. 
- Joan opinion, ireland, 30/9/2012 10:24 
* 
Thatcher killed off the Convoy in the Battle of the Beanfield using 
the draconian powers brought in to stop flying pickets during the 
miners strike. This was a genuine grass roots movement of largely 
working class inner city youth. What you portray here is another 
manisfestation of the "embourgeoisement," of street culture by the 
affluent offspring of the middle classes. This is no different to the 
commercialisation of the free festival scene and the emergence of 

 



 

"glamping" and Trustafarians. These new affluent middle class 
movements highjack key elements of "style," of hippies, the 
convoy, free festivals etc but are essentially extended gap years for 
the sons and daughters of the wealthy playing at being new age or 
alternative while awaiting the maturation of their trust fund. These 
are not credible alternative movements in any sence as they are 
simply lifestyle choices underwritten by the ever present saftey net 
of their parents wealth and connections.   
- Angus, Bristol, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 10:23 
* 
And when they get bored it's back to mummy and daddy and their 
large house.  - jonny g, guildford, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 
10:23 
* 
Have to agree with the so called negative comments I think some 
people called them. The pictures may look beautiful BUT, when do 
these children get to go to school, if they are so nomadic and in 
Great Britain they can't be that nomadic. Laptops, computers and 
mobile phones, where and when are these nomads working to be 
able to pay for these things. As a few gypsies commented the state 
of these new age put them to shame. 
- Jennifer, Wirral, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 10:22 
* 
Where do they get their posh frocks from? 
- kananga, london, 30/9/2012 10:21 
* 
I wonder what they do to earn their money. or is that a stupid 
question. - walt49 , swansea, 30/9/2012 17:48 --. Money to buy 
what, exactly?  
- Kevin, Nottingham, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 10:20 
* 
- Mad Cat Woman, The West Country Don't romanticise this way 
of life. These people are obviously quite willing to collect their 
benefit cheques but have no intention of working for a living (the 
odd one or two may well work but I bet the majority don't as they 

 



 

have rejected the traditional ways of our society). Not only that but 
many are condemning their children to virtual illiteracy because 
they are continually moving, which makes school attendance 
difficult. +++++++++++++++++++++++ You make gross 
assumptions. How do you know they don't work when they can or 
have things they have made to sell? They do not need much money 
to live on. How do you know they don't home school their 
children? Also don't you think their children would get and 
education about life that you can't get in school? 
- Concerned Citizen, Seattle, 30/9/2012 10:18 
* 
The pictures are beautiful. Unfortunatly the subject matter is a 
source of much stress and unhappiness to many people. All for live 
and let live but not at other peoples expence and enjoyment of their 
own homes and land.- tallulah42, Scarborough, 30/9/2012 10:18 
* 
The amazing thing is, all Romany Gypsies in Europe come from 
North West India, a migration that took place during the Islamic 
Invasion of India. You see similarities in music, dance, and culture.   
- kaycee, london, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 10:18 
* 
beautiful tranquil faces   - jenny smith, nottingham, 30/9/2012 
10:16 
* 
If they are happy with how they live their life, good for them, that 
is all any of us can want and is different for us all. Stunning 
images.   - ally405, Dublin, 30/9/2012 10:15 
* 
Aw. How romantic. I would heartily approve of this if it can be 
clearly demonstrated that the working and middle class taxpayers 
aren't forking out for any of it. Seriously. Are we paying for this 
idyllic lifestyle? I'm at work in the morning and I'll be paying taxes 
on it.  - Cynic, Lincs, 30/9/2012 10:14 
* 
They have embraced modern technology, but what they really need 

 



 

to embrace is a comb! 
- a person, on the planet, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 10:14 
* 
more STUNNING pictures from daily mail. STUNNING. 
- scotty1993, scotland, 30/9/2012 10:14 
* 
Shun the modern way of life but use laptops, smartphones & 'even 
facebook'. Utter hypocrites. 
- Jimbo, Glasgow, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 10:12 
* 
and no doubt drawing all the benefits to which they have not 
contributed a single penny. 
- brian, bournemouth, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 10:12 
* 
They're ok while they're young but wait until the bones start to 
ache and the cold starts to affect them. They will then go back to 
their properties which their rich mums and dads have left them, 
easy peasy. Phonies.   - Phoenix, Birkenhead, 30/9/2012 10:09 
* 
Jim My families wheel broke after the war (you'll know why) and 
we've been settled in County Durham since then but it would be so 
nice if we could get on the road a bit more. We go to Appleby 
every year but that's about it, maybe see you on Fair Hill one day x 
- Beesimo, Durham, 30/9/2012 10:06 
* 
..................and the benefits system probably.    
- J B, Peterborough, 30/9/2012 10:06 
* 
This is how we'll all be living once the globalists have finished 
with us (lol!)  - gg, uk, 30/9/2012 10:05 
* 
Some stunning pictures. In Somerset, we get quite a few of these 
people: some are problematic and I would not romanticise their 
lifestyle, which is hard, and not always law abiding. But some of 
them are talented and courageous people with a great deal of 

 



 

integrity. I tend to deal with them as individuals, rather than as a 
movement.   - lizw, Bristol, 30/9/2012 10:04 
* 
"This is why true Romany people now have such a hard time when 
they are on the road, you can't steal the style of another culture 
then misbehave yerself and leave a mess behind you it is unfair and 
wrong of you. Why not get yer own swag on why jag others, no 
wonder the gorgers get so confused. Some of you ipayer (benefits 
that include free health care) and parking themselves wherever 
they want. Get a job and pay taxes or just go away. 
- early_riser, Thurrock, 30/9/2012 10:04 
* 
I always wanted to live life as a cowboy but they put fences up. 
- Robert Esquire, Tamworth, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 10:04 
* 
If they are not living off benefits and finding honest ways to make 
their money, and not illegally using land to stay on then good luck 
to them. This country is a big mess run by politicians who have no 
idea of what it's really like to be poor and won't listen to what the 
electorate want and need.   - Miranda, London, 30/9/2012 10:04 
* 
Love the photographs! But really, who are we to judge how people 
chose to live their lives. 
- DragonFly, Vancouver B.C., 30/9/2012 10:03 
* 
has anyone noticed how beautiful is that little girl in the red dress 
and green wellies?  - Laurajean, Bilbao, Spain, 30/9/2012 10:01 
* 
Stunning photographs but not sure that I would want to live that 
way - Nancy, Washington D.C., United States, 30/9/2012 10:01 
* 
The two stunning blond girls are infinitely more beautiful & 
interesting looking than some of the worlds top models.   - 
Caroline, Suffolk, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 10:00 
* 

 



 

Middle class idiots who will inherit their parents houses and etc 
after being kept by us - ian, plymouth, 30/9/2012 
17:09************ So many assumptions in such a few words!!! 
- NC, Alba, 30/9/2012 9:58 
* 
Don't care what they look like or how they travel, as long as they 
live by the law of the land and pay their taxes like the rest of us 
have to 
- Andy M, Middlesbrough, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 9:58 
* 
All very romantic (stunning photos, by the way) but entirely 
dependent on the society they supposedly shun.    
- napoleon XXiv, London, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 9:58 
* 
Fine, and they should all sign a form to declare they will accept no 
NHS treatment whatsoever (including for their offspring) no matter 
what the circumstances. They contribute nothing so should receive 
nothing. - Raymond Szistmann , Manchester-UK, 30/9/2012 14:48 
- Never fear Raymond, the government have it all in hand. Soon 
none of us will be entitled to medical care free at the point of need 
once the sale of the NHS is completed. Likewise all the other 
benefits we pay for out of our taxes..   
- Wally Toynbee, England, 30/9/2012 9:58 
* 
Wonderful piece and wonderful photographs. I do hope that you 
continue with fascinating articles like this.  - The Red Bog Rascal, 
Hanoi, Vietnam, 30/9/2012 9:57 
* 
Now we know who Johnny Depp consults with for "style" 
pointers. 
- Native, New Yorker, 30/9/2012 9:56 
* 
Still signing on though, supported by the rest of us mugs (again). 
- Tony, Brecon, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 9:55 
* 

 



 

It's nothing new. Come to Portland, OR. These people are all over 
the place. Homeless by choice. Somehow it's cool to be 24 and 
begging for money?.... I'll never understand. 
- NesserFace, Vancouver,WA, 30/9/2012 9:55 
* 
In the 60s here they were called hippies. Not much different. Kids 
and adults who, as Spencer said, havn't really grown up. Long as 
its not on my dime, who cares? 
- Pellican 123, Gibsonville, 30/9/2012 9:55 
* 
We have always tolerated travellers who really are independent of 
the state. It's those demanding permanent camps that I have no 
time for.  - david17606, wirral, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 9:54 
* 
If they want to opt out of society, they should do it properly and 
not expect to use our schools, healthcare, maintained roads, street 
lighting etc. who do they think pays for all that stuff? 
- Princess Leia, The Death Star, 30/9/2012 9:52 
* 
This could be us all if the cost of living keeps going up ! 
- Mr Know it all, Telford, 30/9/2012 9:52 
* 
Look at me Papa, I'm a gypsy now! It's a simply darling life. 
- karen, Gloucestershire, 30/9/2012 9:52 
* 
These people are not new age travellers but rather drop outs. They 
have dropped out of society and contribute nothing and hopefully 
ask for nothing back although somehow I doubt that is the case. In 
some ways you cannot blame them for not wanting to be part of 
our society cos it stinks, most people would love to just drop out 
and live day to day but economics don't allow them to do that. The 
problem is when these people get to an old age what are they going 
to do, surely they won't want to be pensioners living like this, will 
they then demand houses and pensions even though they have 
never contributed to the system that they hate so much? 

 



 

- I am only saying, UK, 30/9/2012 9:50 
* 
If you have a look on the web you will see that Gypsies are defined 
as Romany, Irish and Travellers (meaning those who never settled 
down after the 70s.) The only trouble is, if your local council 
decides to designate a site for `gypsies' it is very difficult to know 
who is coming. Apparently, anyone with a caravan is categorised 
as a `gypsy' nowadays and expects to be treated like an ethnic 
minority. Hence, if you're on your hols in a caravan or camper, in 
theory you can just about park anywhere....just say, "We're 
Gypsies/Travellers". (In actual fact, over the period of a fornight's 
holiday you'll probably clock up more miles than the so-called 
`travellers' do in a year.) Two cheers for the European Union. 
- Graham, Wales, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 9:50 
* 
Modern life. Working every hour of every day for someone else to 
get a wage which is spent entirely on bills you can't afford and 
things you don't need. Ultimately to spend your old age, lonely in a 
cold care home starving in a bed being abused by foreign nurses 
who despise you. What is there to modernity which sells itself to 
future generations? These people are free and their wealth is 
measured in the familial bonds and innate human spirituality. I 
envy their courage and their convictions. Good luck to them - 
they'll survive the apocalypse. The meek shall inherit the earth.     - 
village of the damned, Spitalfields, Middlesex, 30/9/2012 9:49 
* 
Amazing pictures and wonderful to see these images in the 21st 
century. 
- funnypeople8, worcestershire, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 9:49 
* 
I wonder what they do to earn their money. or is that a stupid 
question.  - walt49, swansea, 30/9/2012 9:48 
* 
I'd globalization goes down, which I hope. We'll ALL have to learn 
to be self sufficient. No-one will support you if there's no money in 

 



 

the coffers! It's going to come down to raw, basic survival in the 
end and these people are showing us how it's done! 
- Son of Wigan, Vlissingen The Netherlands, 30/9/2012 9:48 
* 
we are all different and they are expressing a different way to 
live""  - Jan, London, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 9:48 
* 
Just one thing missing. LAUGHTER.-  
arturo, Loughborough., United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 9:47 
* 
work shy .. i hope they are not receiving unemployment benefit, as 
they don't intend working like the rest of us have to..   
- lucky felix, cat town, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 9:47 
* 
collecting social, working on the side, never having contributed... 
how romantic...  - British_Proud, Plymouth, United Kingdom, 
30/9/2012 9:47 
* 
In the sixties they were known as hippies. They all look as though 
they are under 40. I don't believe it is a life style which can be 
continued when rhumatism and arthritis set in! 
- agt, Geneva, 30/9/2012 9:47 
* 
Yes and idiot tax payers like me that work to fund their benefits, I 
must need my brains looking at !    - paulc, York, 30/9/2012 9:45 
* 
I once lived near a site where these "travellers" camped. The left it 
in such a disgusting state the place had to be dug up and fumigated. 
I also met a true Romany couple with a horse-drawn caravan, 
spotlessly clean and very friendly. ! would bet that these new-age 
travellers have access to a permanent address to be able to claim 
their benefits.  - arcadian, london, 30/9/2012 9:44 
* 
Nothing wrong with gypsies/travellers whatever you want to call 
them, so long as they don't leave mess/criminal 

 



 

damage/steal/trespass/scrounge off society. 
- GRB, Shrewsbury, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 9:44 
* 
upper middle class pretentious posers who will get bored of it and 
move on to some other ridiculous, trust-fund funded lifestyle.  - 
Potvin1, New York, United States, 30/9/2012 9:40 
* 
Good luck to them. Just so long as they tidy up any mess they may 
make, and don't expect the taxpayer to fund their chosen lifestyle.   
- Urban11, Bournemouth, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 9:39 
* 
Ha ha , bet they have spent a fortune just getting the look right. 
Nothing creative or new just characatures of something they have 
seen in Marie Claire or some other fashion magazine. You'll see 
them in 10 years time living in a detached house in Surrey.   
- nel, Edinburgh, 30/9/2012 9:38 
* 
Poor kids. They haven't a hope. Why are parents so cruel? 
- Mary, Tipperary, 30/9/2012 9:38 
* 
STUNNING is the right word ! I confess to being totally 
STUNNED that so many people can opt out of such little things as 
RESPONSIBILITIES, WORK etc and be able to make sure that 
the rest of us PAY. Most, certainly not all, are simply people who 
do not work, do not wish to work and know how to claim every 
benefit under the sun. Cut backs should start right here. 
- Mike Hurley, St. Austell, 30/9/2012 9:37 
* 
If they travel and enjoy, clean up after their roadside camps and 
respect everyone elses choice of lifestyle then good luck to them. If 
they ignore their obligations to society and behave in a totally 
antisocial way then I have little time for them. Too many so called 
travellers have given them a bad name by having no respect for 
society as it is in the UK. 
- rogergrahamfarmer, Altea, 30/9/2012 9:37 

 



 

* 
Funny how you can shun the trappings of society but still live off it 
benefits wise. Nice pics though.   
- Mary, Ideological Island, 30/9/2012 9:37 
* 
Not a one of these people look like Gypsies in America...I might 
have been mis-informed, but, as far as I understand, new agers are 
not Gypsies. Again, I might by mis-informed, but I understood 
travellers are from Ireland, and live in caravans with swanky cars. 
The only similarity between new agers and travellers, both have 
learned to work the welfare system. 
- jam, USA, United States, 30/9/2012 9:36 
* 
I have no problem with people living an alternative lifestyle as 
long as they don't expect me to pay for it.    
- JGB, Colchester England, 30/9/2012 9:34 
* 
I am surprised not to see more negative comments on here. Over 
the years I have read many stories about how these people land 
squat. It seem incredible to me they are allowed to just take over 
people land. The photos are beautiful.  
- Zee Chen, San Francisco, 30/9/2012 9:34 
 
Let them do it if they want to. Not many normal people would like 
to feel dirty and sweaty in the summer, dirty and sweaty in a 
freezing winter. They must be out of their tiny stupid minds. With 
all the tech stuff they have, they still need a drop of water to wash 
with. Do their kids really want to live this way? I think not.  - 
jonco42, Corringham Essex, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 9:33 
* 
Yes and I bet we are paying, shall we all do it then no one will 
have to pay - micky plus, Blackpool, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 
9:33 
* 
"Traveling from one illegal site to another often at the dismay of 

 



 

the land's owners" DM Um, yes, thats because the owners have to 
spend hundreds of thousands of dollars in court to get them 
removed due to squatting laws.   - Ru, USA, 30/9/2012 9:32 
* 
Funny how they like to pick and choose what aspects of modern 
living they would like. NI contributions? Nah. Tax? Forget it. 
NHS? Yes please! You can't run away from a society because you 
don't feel like playing by the rules and then "opt-in" when 
something worth your while comes along. Tired of having to 
support people like these with my wages when they can't be 
bothered to give anything back.   - Abbyk, Glos, 30/9/2012 9:32 
* 
Beautiful photos.  - A Hardy Handmaiden!, Chester. UK, 
30/9/2012 9:32 
* 
Oh puhleaze! These poseurs are to travelling what Glamping is to a 
night under canvas. I can almost sense the Waitrose delivery 
waiting til the film crew leave. I think it's an insult to those for 
whom the real traveller way of life is a stark reality. 
- Sophie, Wiltshire, 30/9/2012 9:31 
* 
I have no problem with anyone living an alternative lifestyle 
- JGB, Colchester England, 30/9/2012 9:31 
* 
Why do so many posters here assume that these people are all on 
benefits, taking drugs, and contributing nothing to society? Most of 
the new-age travellers I have met have been highly skilled self 
employed craftspeople who pay their taxes just like anyone else, 
and prefer herbal tea to alcohol and drugs.    
- lulu, bristol, 30/9/2012 9:30 
* 
Some of the woman are so gorgeous.   
- ghost, Dundee, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 9:30 
* 
It's all very picturesque but I think I'll stick to something that offers 

 



 

heating and warm water facilities.   
- Zeena, Bavaria, Germany, 30/9/2012 9:29 
* 
There was no mention in this article of how these people support 
themselves. You need money to live. How do they get to their 
place of work, or are they on they being provided for by the 
taxpayer?   - chevron, Suffolk, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 9:28 
* 
my ancestors were from true Romany stock apparently   
- Lisa, Stockport, 30/9/2012 9:26 
* 
What is really interesting to note are a couple of things: The article 
contains a lot of 'loaded' commentary that is completely 
unqualified OPINION which is not based on fact e.g. "Throughout 
the 1990s the new age travelers were associated with illegal raves, 
drugs and clashes with the police. But many appear to have curbed 
their reckless ways". Also of interest are the comments. Many 
people here are extremely judgmental re people they do not know 
who have little or no affect upon them. The MAJORITY of the 
'New Age Travelers' have NOTHING at all to do with 'travelers' 
i.e. those living in modern caravans with cars/lorries etc who 
occupy land illegally for extended periods -the DM had extensive 
coverage of Dale Farm... The New Age Traveler movement are 
people who are predominantly into being self-sufficient and 
self/community reliant. They are not spongers, not 'dregs of 
society', and avoid, societal dependency as much as possible. They 
are decent people. Live and let live. 
- John, Andalucia, Spain, 30/9/2012 9:25 
* 
Good luck to them. As long as they are happy and harming no-one 
I don't see a problem with their lifestyle.  
- meme, oxford, 30/9/2012 14:42  
* 
I have a problem if they are taking and not contributing to the 
system. Whos paying for healthcare and education,whos paying for 

 



 

their water to be purified? Are they on benefits?Child 
allowance?What about when they are old and need a pension?The 
roads they travel on are paid for,and the policing of them.If they 
like the lifestyle then its up to them but things arnt free   
- bobinky, Leicester, 30/9/2012 9:24 
* 
Hope they have a lovely life, I would love to do it but haven't got 
the courage to leave mainstream life!   
- rats, ratty, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 9:22 
 
'There's only one way of life and thats your own'. Beautiful photos. 
- Dam Rass, Varanasi, 30/9/2012 9:22 
* 
They look homeless to me....Just saying.   
- Charlie91, London, 30/9/2012 9:21 
* 
It is all lovely in the summer in winter travellers near my home 
were inches deep in mud, the children were ill and they were 
buying over the counter medications for them, not a healthy way to 
live for those children. - Gilliedew , Norfolk, 30/9/2012 
15:12>>>> Because fast food and computer games are obviously 
much healthier??  - Fiftyshadesofblack, London, 30/9/2012 9:21 
* 
21st centuary New Age Benefit Gypsies are better off than than 
21st centaury low-average wage work slaves.   
- dougie, plaxtol, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 9:20 
* 
So, the opening paragraph is; "They were the inner city youth who, 
fuelled by punk spirit, anarchist philosophy and a hate of Margaret 
Thatcher, clambered aboard a fleet of battered old vehicles to shun 
the trappings of the modern world for a life of nomadic freedom." 
And now they are using Facebook. It appears to me that they have 
completely changed tack, whilst still not contributing to society via 
PAYE and Council Tax, so I sincerely hope that they do not have 
access to benefits, healthcare, legal aid etc.    

 



 

- markish99, kent, 30/9/2012 9:18 
* 
Good luck to them as long as they treat the countryside with 
respect and don't impinge on resources they don't contribute 
anything to. When we've finally burnt up all the oil and other 
resources the Earth has to offer, destroyed the oceans and killed the 
food chain therein, and polited everything we touch ,as we are 
100% doing, this lifestyle will be ALL that's left, it will be the 
normal. I don't want to live like that, but respect their right to. 
Leave them be. 
- Paul, Worthing, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 9:16 
* 
They're not real Gypsies. - alicejdnsk , Liverpool, 30/9/2012 15:12 
- - - thats why they call themselves new age travellers! It does the 
nation no harm to have people drop out of society, but no doubt the 
hatefull spirited readers among us will denounce them as vermin, 
scum and losers, deserving nothing from society but contempt. 
Given the choice between their philosophies, and living a life full 
of hate, judgement and anger at everyone who isn't a clone of me - 
I'd settle for the wood fire and tent every time.    
- Stevoid, Louth, 30/9/2012 9:16 
* 
Is off course Facebook like mainstream Facebook but a bit 
"different"?  - realist, london, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 9:15 
* 
21st century benefits.  - Resnam, Sandbanks, 30/9/2012 9:15 
* 
The photos are beautiful    
- CarmenSo, Minneapolis, 30/9/2012 9:15 
* 
Beautiful photos, but lets not kid ourselves that they are true 
gypsies. They are from rich backgrounds who can AFFORD to live 
this way. They have chosen this path to rebel against their 
rich/middle class backgrounds. I know of several of these people, 
THEY are living the 'romantic dream' simply because they CAN!! 

 



 

Don't be fooled!  - Nancy, London, 30/9/2012 9:13 
* 
My grandad used to build old-fashioned gypsy caravans. I've 
always wished my mum had managed to keep one when he died 
back in the 1980s. The fourth picture down is especially beautiful.   
- Me, UK, 30/9/2012 9:12 
* 
My grandmother was a true Romany, could read the tealeaves etc 
and I often dream of this romantic way of living. However, these 
travellers cannot be compared to the true Romanys who prided 
themselves on being absolutely spotless, cleaning there caravans, 
themselves and their clothes on a daily basis. They kept themselves 
busy, crocheting, making pegs etc and were generally very popular 
with the locals. Gypsies should never be confused with travellers 
who like those above have tarnished the reputation of the gypsy 
forever- Queen B, Norfolk, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 9:12 
* 
Just get a job  - Wiggy, London, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 9:12 
* 
So long as none are on benefits.... 
- lollybear, Khon Kaen, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 9:12 
* 
Stunning photos, don't envy the lifestyle though!   
- susie, Bristol, 30/9/2012 9:12 
* 
Someone tell them about soap and hot water!   
- John Peel, Leeds, 30/9/2012 9:11 
* 
they may be "not real gypsies" but they move around and do no 
harm, not like the travelers that are on a permanent site, cause 
havoc and intimidate people and leave there poor horses on the 
side of the road and on roundabouts in all weather. 
- weyhey, harlow essex, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 9:11 
* 
Absolutely stunning pictures. Very talented photographer, 

 



 

interesting subjects.  - louise12, london, 30/9/2012 9:10 
* 
Middle class idiots who will inherit their parents houses and etc 
after being kept by us  - ian, plymouth, 30/9/2012 9:09 
* 
Never mind the politics. You can't dispute the fact that the 
photographs are really good. 
- JM, Derby, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 9:08 
* 
The second picture from the top, the guy looks like Johnny Depp. 
- NoLo, London, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 9:08 
* 
Thats all nice, but do they work?  - Greg, London, 30/9/2012 9:08 
* 
Where do they go wen they are sick? Not the NHS surely because 
they don't contribute to its funding?   
- Carl, Southampton, 30/9/2012 9:06 
* 
The problem with these people is that they want to live an 
"alternative life style" but they expect the British taxpayer to pay 
for it. I feel sorry for the horse. Can they really look after it? 
Especially when the winter comes.   
- Richard Westwell, Hua Hin, Thailand, 30/9/2012 9:05 
* 
Wonderful pictures - beautiful women.   
- Keiko K, Edinburgh, 30/9/2012 9:05 
* 
Kind of lifestyle i would love to do   
- paul, wilts, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 9:04 
* 
Fine, and they should all sign a form to declare they will accept no 
NHS treatment whatsoever (including for their offspring) no matter 
what the circumstances. They contribute nothing so should receive 
nothing. - Raymond Szistmann , Manchester-UK, okay as long as 
you or the goverment let them grow and hunt for themselfs and 

 



 

never call them up for the armed forces (because all the land 
belongs to all and no one) and being a gipsy is a state of mind   
- kev, mid england, 30/9/2012 9:04 
* 
They are indeed striking photographs.  
- JamesA, Washington DC, 30/9/2012 9:01 
* 
They are all very beautiful! I am shocked at all the negative 
comments for this article. 'Dregs of society'? Some people need to 
open their minds. 
- Cher Horowitz, London, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 9:01 
* 
Whatever. Are we really interested?   
- Ken, Northamptonshire, 30/9/2012 9:00 
* 
Non of these photo's were of real Gypsies, they are photo's of a lot 
of stupid people who have never really grown up, who think that it 
is right not to work, and scrounge off the rest of us..!!! 
- Spencer I. Mather, Bradwell-Great Yarmouth, 30/9/2012 8:57 
* 
Beautiful and inspiring :)     
- The Grinch, Whoville, 30/9/2012 8:56 
* 
do they work,or dropped out of society but claim benifits,if 
dropped out they should fund themselves and not claim of the rest 
of society.pay nothing in get nothing out 
- bazza, elsewere, 30/9/2012 8:54 
* 
Back when I was 20 years old, we in the US had a name for these 
people. Hippies. - Chris, OFallon IL, 30/9/2012 8:53 
* 
Just another disguise for dodging taxes   
- Jesus was Batman, Big Smoke, 30/9/2012 8:51 
* 
seen it all now...designer gypsies! Everything looks great when you 

 



 

'instagram it' 
- ukconfidential, London, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 8:48 
* 
I can't help but feel sorry for the children.  
- susanrosetree, Stroud, 30/9/2012 8:47 
* 
Fine, and they should all sign a form to declare they will accept no 
NHS treatment whatsoever (including for their offspring) no matter 
what the circumstances. They contribute nothing so should receive 
nothing. - Raymond Szistmann, Manchester-UK........... You mean 
much like all these people on benefits...? Payouts for housing, 
payouts for disability, payouts for income, payouts for this that and 
the other, as-well as NHS. Yet the majority of these people most 
likely don't and don't want to receive benefits. The only people 
who should not receive NHS care are people from abroad, whether 
they be here on holiday or came over on a floating door in hope of 
a free house.  
- Dayz-1992, New Forest Southern England, 30/9/2012 8:45 
* 
Its a beautiful way to live, as long as the children are getting a fair 
start in life and the right medical care as they need it. I don't think 
they are doing anything amiss and they might even be happier than 
us. Winter as a traveller won't be fun, but its managable, especially 
if your caravan is warm and cosy and you have enough to eat. - 
jane, york, 30/9/2012 8:44 
* 
Live and let live.  - tia_darcy, Bristol, 30/9/2012 8:42 
* 
Gypsies would have a much better name if they were as pleasant as 
the ones above. Their colourful old wagons are lovely, nicer than 
the average dirty caravan. I had some gypsies in my area recently 
and when the council moved on they left a terrible mess. It's a 
shame that true gypsies are given a bad name by the majority of 
travellers.- Zack, Croydon, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 8:37 
* 

 



 

Stunning?   - Robbo, Leicestershire, 30/9/2012 8:34 
* 
Fine, and they should all sign a form to declare they will accept no 
NHS treatment whatsoever (including for their offspring) no matter 
what the circumstances. They contribute nothing so should receive 
nothing - Raymond Szistmann , Manchester-UK, 30/9/2012 14:48 
---- You know what Raymond I would rather pay for these people 
than David Cameron, Nick Clegg, Tony Blair and all the filth in 
the City at least they aren't actively pernicious and dangerous just a 
nuisance ?  - Tony, Worthing, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 8:26 
* 
damn, this just inspired me to search for a job with new vigour. No 
thanks!  - sethrin, lausanne, 30/9/2012 8:20 
* 
I'm stunned.  - David, Slough, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 8:17 
* 
How do they make their living,where is the money coming from? 
- alex, wales, 30/9/2012 8:16 
* 
They are not gypsys they are new age travellers. You can't even 
call them tinkers as they do not earn money through their own 
endevours. They live on the social paid for by the British tax payer, 
and all look like they need a bloody long bath. It is a choice to be a 
"traveller" and they choose to not pay taxes so have chosen not to 
get any bennefits, so why are they getting them. 
- liz, Florida, United States, 30/9/2012 8:10 
* 
Beesimo,Durham,there are few real Romany people on the road to 
day most live in bungalows they where getting a hard time of it 
being tared with the same brush you might say because of all the 
riff raff that decided to take to the road. when real Romany people 
break camp the only signs of them ever being there would be the 
ashes of the camp fire and horse droppings not like to day when so 
called travellers break camp it`s gas bottles, heaps of tar mac, piles 
of chopped down trees, rubbish,ect,ect, and they can`t understand 

 



 

why townies don`t like them just shows how smart they are dosn`t 
it.  - jim bridger, staffordshire, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 8:09 
* 
My grandparents were gypsies - Romany. They did work - they 
bred and traded horses and also industrial scrap metal, and they 
paid taxes because I remember my grandad used to hire a book-
keeper to prepare his accounts for the taxman each year. My 
granddad owned several pieces of land around the UK and had 
other contacts, so he always knew where he could camp without 
bothering anyone. They never claimed a penny in benefits and 
were never in trouble with the law; and they were also literate, 
numerate and scrupulously clean. I know there are gypsies who do 
not have such standards, but it is wrong to tar them all with the 
same brush. - Stu, Laholm, Sweden, 30/9/2012 8:04 
* 
stunning photography granted but as for the culture, i cant agree 
with a lifestyle where they think they can live of other peoples land 
for free, pay no taxes and contribute nothing to society. 
- Jammybunn, Moscow, Russia, 30/9/2012 8:03 
* 
I'd be quite happy with that way of life, especially if I was sharing 
caravans with the lady on the cover of the book!     
- Robbo, Exeter, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 7:58 
* 
I bet they use the NHS, paid for by the rest of us.   
- psk1956, orpington, 30/9/2012 7:55 
* 
Optional travellers and those that have a traveller or gypsy heritage 
are not one and the same, nice pictures though!   
- lilkadi2000, Nottinghamshire, 30/9/2012 7:51 
* 
So that's whats happened to the Trustafarians.    
- Sarah, London, 30/9/2012 7:50 
* 
- Wakeup , London, 30/9/2012 15:09--------Wakeup-just why don'y 

 



 

you? I am pretty sure you have had no contact with these people if 
you think they all come from wealthy families! And to the other 
detractors-keep your stereotypes to yourself until you too have 
actually had some real contact with these people.   
- Never vote Tory, Cheltenham, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 7:34 
* 
The blonde haired girl, with the braids, in the 5th picture down is 
absolutely stunning. What a gorgeous face .................................. 
and a superb photo. - wizwozwoo, Adelaide, 30/9/2012 7:32 
* 
Do they claim benefits because they should not if they are not 
prepared to work? Similarly if they contribute nothing and have no 
intention of contributing why should they receive free schooling 
and medical care. These people make me angry because they 
expect me to work and pay taxes so that they can live like this. 
They also look like they all need a good wash. 
- sophie, belfast, 30/9/2012 7:27 
* 
To all the clever people calling them benefits spongers, you can't 
actually claim benefits unless you have a fixed address that is 
taxed. Some real clueless and ignorant self righteous lowlifes 
commenting on here.    - Simon Iff, Liverpool, 30/9/2012 7:26 
* 
They look a world apart from the Ford Transit brigade. I wish them 
well in their chosen lifestyle.  
- Buzz, Milton Keynes, 30/9/2012 7:20 
* 
We already have 21st century Gypsies, and most of them are pretty 
ordinary-looking folk who live in houses or on residential mobile 
home sites for the most part. Some of them still live an actively 
'Travelling' way of life but not all- there is a lot more to being a 
'Gypsy' than just living on the road, it is an entire culture and way 
of thinking and has nothing to do with dressing in 19th century-
style clothes or camping. These just look like an itinerant/nomadic 
variant of the 'steam punk' to me- nothing against them but they are 

 



 

clearly just a variant of 'New Traveller' who are living out a 
fictional historical fantasy -type lifestyle (no more 'New Gypsy', 
than people who style themselves 'steam punk' are 'New 
Victorian'). Having said that, I have absolutely nothing against 
them doing this- Travelling minorities have always been part of 
human society and always will be. Governments should go 21st 
century and finally give mobile ways of life and cultures a break, 
and some space.   - Anon, UK, 30/9/2012 7:16 
* 
they all look as if they all need a good bath.    
- mikjuk, europe, 30/9/2012 7:16 
* 
They are beautiful pictures. Personally I am not sure how I feel 
about them - travellers in general have a bad reputation for 
instance for ruining green belt land (amongst other things)! On the 
other hand those that live a self sufficient life - that dosnt inflict 
itself negatively on others seems a fine way to live. As to them not 
contributing etc there are, unfortunately, thousands of house 
dwellers in this country who live off benefits (as a way of life) and 
have never worked or contributed either!      
- Jess, Staffs, 30/9/2012 7:14 
* 
One certain way to tell if they are Romany or not is the childrens 
hair, our lads have short hair and the lasses have long beautifully 
kept CLEAN hair. Also the living quarters are kept spotless and we 
do not allow the dogs inside, we do not want the young ones to get 
ill from germs. Wannabees that can't be bothered to do it right.   - 
Beesimo, Durham, 30/9/2012 7:14 
* 
They're not real Gypsies.   - alicejdnsk, Liverpool, 30/9/2012 7:12 
* 
first pic that is not a caravan but a bowtop trailer, look, it has a 
canvas top. do you not believe in research anymore or is it simply 
no longer important to be factually correct? 
- estebe, bristol, 30/9/2012 7:12 

 



 

* 
It is all lovely in the summer in winter travellers near my home 
were inches deep in mud, the children were ill and they were 
buying over the counter medications for them, not a healthy way to 
live for those children.   - Gilliedew, Norfolk, 30/9/2012 7:12 
* 
A very interesting article showing how the new age travellers have 
evolved, and coupled with excellent photographs this is what true 
photojournalism is all about. I personally found the article 
interesting because my late grandfather was born in a wooden 
gypsy caravan in 1907. 
- Geoff1, Birmingham, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 7:09 
* 
Sadly, many come from wealthy families and they couldn¿t bear 
the thought of working in normal jobs where their boss might be a 
working class person telling them what to do. Much better to do 
drugs and laze about, latching on to any right-on cause to justify it 
all. The monthly income from the family trust fund keeps them 
going. People are free to do what they want, but I cannot help but 
feel that they are play acting and have never really grown up. 
- Wakeup, London, 30/9/2012 7:09 
* 
This is why true Romany people now have such a hard time when 
they are on the road, you can't steal the style of another culture 
then misbehave yerself and leave a mess behind you it is unfair and 
wrong of you. Why not get yer own swag on why jag others, no 
wonder the gorgers get so confused. Some of you are a nusiance to 
all, lazy dirty and will not work naughty ones. Sick to the back 
teeth of it.   - Beesimo, Durham, 30/9/2012 7:07 
* 
Just skimmed through the faces thinking how exceptionally 
beautiful they all looked apart from the average-looking fella at the 
end, then looked at the caption telling me it was the photographer. 
Fantastic portraits, thanks for recording these, Iain. 
- helly, kinver, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 7:02 

 



 

* 
Dregs of society...  - paevo, USA, United States, 30/9/2012 6:57 
* 
I think they are great pictures,   - WhatOnEarth, Essex, 30/9/2012 
6:51 
* 
Fine, and they should all sign a form to declare they will accept no 
NHS treatment whatsoever (including for their offspring) no matter 
what the circumstances. They contribute nothing so should receive 
nothing.  - Raymond Szistmann, Manchester-UK, 30/9/2012 6:48 
* 
Good luck to them. As long as they are happy and harming no-one 
I don't see a problem with their lifestyle.   - meme, oxford, 
30/9/2012 6:42 
* 
Good for them. They love the live devoid of income and council 
taxes. One thing though - as they have opted out of society, they 
must not be afforded schooling, medical and other welfare 
benefits.    - RoyG, Solihull., 30/9/2012 6:41 
* 
What beautiful photos!   - Laus, Bucks, 30/9/2012 6:39 
* 
Got to be honest at first I wasn't sure what I thought when I looked 
at these photo's and of the people in them but, Who am I to judge 
what should be classed as normal. Its not for me but, live and let 
live.  - Fox, Manchester, 30/9/2012 6:38 
* 
Looks like my idea of hell living like that, but maybe my way 
looks like hell to them. Each to there own x  - lela, Newcastle 
Upon Tyne, 30/9/2012 6:35 
* 
Looks like they all need a good wash  - challenger480, derby, 
United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 6:33 
* 
Beautiful pictures   - secondlife-saskia, cornwall, 30/9/2012 6:33 

 



 

* 
What's to applaud? They contribute nothing to society and live off 
our taxes. - ex-Selby Con, York, 30/9/2012 6:27 
* 
No mention of how they earn a living or support themselves. 
- Richard, Torrevieja, 30/9/2012 6:27 
* 
surprised to see this article in the DM, thought you would be 
calling them work shy scroungers 
- roman_skidoo, uk, 30/9/2012 6:25 
* 
Wonder how many of them actually work, do not claim benefits 
and actually contribute something to society....  - Louis Cypher, 
Grand Turk, Turks And Caicos Islands, 30/9/2012 6:24 
* 
And of course the new age government hand outs of our money to 
support them  - From the Boiler Room, Where England once 
stood, 30/9/2012 6:21 
* 
just keep traveling!    
- Rob, England, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 6:11 
* 
Good for them - better than the 9-5 that's for sure. You only get one 
shot at this life, do whatever you please I say! And their women 
look HOT!!  - metroarea, bangkok, 30/9/2012 6:11 
* 
yes but would they like to go without doctors operations drugs 
A&E and RADIOs TV which i presume like 40% others do not 
pay into  - george, saltash, 30/9/2012 5:59 
* 
Don't romanticise this way of life. These people are obviously 
quite willing to collect their benefit cheques but have no intention 
of working for a living (the odd one or two may well work but I 
bet the majority don't as they have rejected the traditional ways of 
our society). Not only that but many are condemning their children 

 



 

to virtual illiteracy because they are continually moving, which 
makes school attendance difficult. 
- Mad Cat Woman, The West Country, 30/9/2012 5:56 
* 
Good for them. Self sufficiency , no tax to pay "the man" ,and not 
scrounging from the State- Oh wait, no, thats not quite right is it !   
- mike, london, 30/9/2012 5:52 
* 
Similar situation today. Groups of people fuelled by a nationalist 
spirit and a hatred of of multiculturalism and our big brother police 
state are setting about forming their own communities. Google 
Pioneer Little Europe or PLE.  
- Barlos The Cadger, London, 30/9/2012 5:51 
* 
lovely photos, good luck to the travellers  
- sal volatile, london, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 5:47 
* 
Stunningly beautiful pictures of, no doubt, beautiful people with a 
lovely lifestyle. They will, of course, go unapreciated on these 
pages bythose who, to paraphrase the lovely John Major,' would 
run away from the circus to become accountants ' !   
- bar, notts, 30/9/2012 5:32 
* 
When I was young, I travelled around freely, did lots of volunteer 
work & had a wonderful, fulfilling life. Now I'm in my 50's, I 
could not physically live that way. What was fun & adventurous in 
my youth would give me ill health now. Being young has it's 
benefits, experience all you can while you can!    
- Joy, London, United Kingdom, 30/9/2012 5:31 
* 
good on em  - jimmika, bermondsey london uk, 30/9/2012 5:30 
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                        HUNGARY 
http://right-world.net/en/news/99  
Nationalists would outlaw denial of  
‘Gypsy criminality’ 
 
 ‘Politically correct public discourse in Hungary has for decades  
                      prevented the solution of problems’ 
 
Oct 2010 - The far-right party Jobbik has called for legislation that 
would make the denial of “inherent criminality” among the 
country’s Roma minority punishable by up to three years in jail, 
five for politicians and other public figures.  The draft proposal for 
an amendment to the Criminal Code was submitted to parliament 
last Monday. One of its three sponsors, Jobbik politician János 
Volner, told reporters last Wednesday that the aim was to ensure 
there is “honest debate” about certain issues, “for example about 
the question of Gypsy criminality, as is currently taking place in 
France and Italy”.  The proposed amendment to criminalise “the 
denial of facts that are common knowledge” does not mention 
Roma or Gypsies explicitly: “Whoever should in front of the wider 
public deny, cast doubt on, or paint as insignificant any 
sociological relationship that is relevant to criminal law and is 
common knowledge - especially with relation to public safety, a 
type of crime, or characteristic criminal groups - is guilty of a 
criminal offence and punishable by three years’ imprisonment.”   It 
is in the “justification” section of the document that the Roma are 
name-checked: “The so-called politically correct public discourse 
in Hungary has for decades prevented the solution of problems, 
which are well known among the public but not recognised at the 
state level, such as Gypsy criminality, and investigation and 
research into causes.” 
 
Other anti-Roma initiatives:   Jobbik won 17 per cent of the vote in 
April general elections, following a campaign with promises to 
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stamp out “Gypsy crime” through initiatives such as setting up 
local gendarmeries.  The party’s support was strongest in the poor 
rural northeast, where the proportion of Roma is in many places far 
higher than the national average of around seven per cent.  Jobbik 
spokeswoman Dóra Duró acknowledged in an interview in March - 
which can still be read on Jobbik’s website - that one of the reasons 
the far-right party enjoyed little support in Budapest’s District XI 
was that there was “no significant Gypsy crime” in the area. 
Jobbik’s mayoral candidate for the eastern city of Miskolc, Márton 
Szegedi, called last month for ethnic Roma repeat offenders to be 
isolated in internment camps and stripped of their Hungarian 
citizenship. Local government elections will be held on 3 October. 
                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                               
© Right World 
***************************************************** 
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                         Far-Right Terror  
 
After a political crisis in which private security troops terrorized 
Romanis and controlled the streets for weeks, the small village of 
Gyöngyöspata, one hour outside of Budapest, has become a 
symbol of the rising far-right influence in Hungary and its inability 
to deal with the Roma minority. The latest news is that they want 
to place them in “public order protection camps,” from which 
they’ll need permission to leave, and, should they fail to conform, 
risk being locked up in for life. It’s a pretty spine-chilling example 
of what can happen when the right-wing extremism lying like a 
wet blanket over Europe starts to rot. 
 
With its population of 2,700 living in shabby houses, 
Gyöngyöspata seemed no different than any of the other villages 
we passed on our drive through rural Hungary. However, in March, 
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far-right vigilante groups—men in black shirts and young 
skinheads wearing skull t-shirts and sunglasses—started patrolling 
the streets of Gyöngyöspata. They came in busloads from all over 
Hungary to help the villagers solve the “Gypsy crime problem” 
and were met with wide support. Today, however, none of the 
villagers admit to having welcomed them or being in any way 
involved.  There is no fundamental hatred, nor any deeply rooted, 
ideologically-motivated racism in Gyöngyöspata. It was small 
things that poisoned the village. Gyöngyöspata’s Roma population 
has nearly doubled in the past few years, and, as is bound to 
happen when a lot of poor people are forced to cohabitate in a 
small community, the village has seen a slow but steady increase in 
theft and petty crime. From time to time, things would disappear 
from one of the farms and Gyöngyöspata’s three-man strong police 
force, all sharing one vehicle, were either unwilling or unable to do 
much about the situation, which progressively infuriated the 
villagers. 
 
Hungary has experienced a dramatic swing to the right, mainly 
visible in the success of the far-right Jobbik party, whose key issue 
is to “eradicate gypsy crime,” and whose leading politicians have 
famously advised “liberal-bolshevist Zionists” to start thinking 
about where to flee. Last year the Jobbik party, in coalition with 
Fidesz, obtained a two-thirds majority in parliament, which doesn't 
bode well for Hungary’s 700,000 Romanis representing the 
country’s main ethnic minority. 
 
The vigilante groups that came to Gyöngyöspata were mainly 
former members of the Jobbik’s now banned military arm, Magyar 
Garda (Hungarian Guard), co-founded by Jobbik leader Gábor 
Vona to “carry out the real change of regime and to rescue 
Hungarians.” The members were allegedly sworn in dressed in 
Nazi-like uniforms. In March, the Jobbik leader spoke to hundreds 
of these vigilantes at Gyöngyöspata’s marketplace. He said that 
because police officers are unable to properly defend the innocent, 

 



 

the Jobbiks would start organizing nationwide divisions that will. 
 
The problems with the vigilante groups in Gyöngyöspata increased 
steadily during April and culminated over Easter. Janos Farkas, the 
chairman of the local Roma council, invited us over for coffee and 
told us about the hell his people had gone through. The skinheads 
weren’t the worst of their problems—that was a new group of men 
who showed up from the Védérö organization (which roughly 
translates to “military strength”). Dressed in camouflage uniforms 
and red berets. They carried arms and addressed one another using 
the codes of the ancient fascist Hungarian Guard. After buying a 
house in Gyöngyöspata, their leader, Tamas Eszes, a 47-year-old 
karate instructor, brought in his paramilitaries, who are feared even 
by Jobbik supporters. 
 
Only a slope separates Eszes’ and Farkas’ houses, and they can see 
each other from their living room windows. One day, the Védérös 
came storming down the slope towards the Roma settlement with 
axes and rods, injuring four, including a 14-year-old boy who was 
knocked unconscious. Farkas told me that the young Roma 
defended their houses and injured some Védérö fighters. The 
Védérö then announced they were going to send 2,000 of their 
supporters to a three-day training camp in Gyöngyöspata over 
Easter. That was the last straw for the Romanis, who fled the 
village in Red Cross buses.  The government spokesman tried to 
play down the situation, calling the Romanis’ flight an “Easter 
excursion,” but it had already gotten the attention of the European 
Union. One hundred and fifty foreign policemen showed up in 
Gyöngyöspata on the morning on Good Friday, surprising the 
Védérö at their training camp and arresting Eszes and other 
loyalists. Interior Minister Sandor Pinter came to the village to let 
the media take photos of him in Farkas’ kitchen, and for the next 
few days the police prevented non-villagers to enter. 
 
Despite his arrest, Eszes ran for mayor in July. He didn’t take 

 



 

home the majority of the votes—a Jobbik candidate did—but there 
is every indication that the new mayor will take a hard stance 
against the Roma. We tried to get an interview with him, but he 
refused to speak to us. Farkas says he still hasn’t visited their 
settlement.  The Roma returned to Gyöngyöspata as soon as the 
situation calmed down. Today, there are no men in uniform 
wandering the streets. The new mayor has announced that the 
village will finally get a proper police station, but the situation is 
far from solved—the locals still speak badly of their Roma 
neighbors, and Farkas and his peers still fear Eszes. Last year, the 
Jobbik party declared the integration of the Roma minority to be a 
failure and proposed forcefully placing them in camps. If anything, 
things are looking much worse. 
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      In Hungary, the Jobless Go to Labor Camp 
           A new welfare reform program forces the unemployed  
                                to sweat for their benefits 
 
                    by Carol Matlack and András Gergely 
                                 September 12, 2011 
 
Wielding scythes and pitchforks, about 30 men and women hack 
through brambles on a hillside above the Hungarian village of 
Gyöngyöspata. With the nearest road more than a half mile away, 
workers have to hike in with food and water for the day. For 
bathroom and lunch breaks, they duck into a thicket that offers the 
only shade in the 98 degree F heat. “It’s degrading to work in these 
conditions,” says Károly Lakatos, a 38-year-old father of three who 
was laid off earlier this year from his forklift-operator job in an 

 



 

auto parts factory. When his unemployment benefits ran out, the 
government assigned him to a brigade clearing land owned by the 
village.   If Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has his way, hundreds of 
thousands of Hungarians will soon join similar squads. Under a 
plan approved by Parliament in July, by 2012 some 300,000 people 
will be working in community service jobs—doing everything 
from picking up trash to building stadiums—instead of drawing 
welfare or unemployment benefits. Hungary will no longer “give 
benefits to those capable of work, when there is much work to be 
done,” Orbán said in June. The effort is part of the ruling Fidesz 
Party’s 2010 election pledge to create 1 million jobs over the next 
decade. 
 
No question, Hungary needs jobs. Only 54.6 percent of the 
working-age population is employed, the lowest rate in the 
European Union, according to EU data. An anemic economy, 
forecast to grow 2 percent in 2011, is part of the problem. But the 
real culprit is the sprawling welfare state created after the fall of 
communism. To help workers who lost jobs in state-run industries, 
the government established generous early retirement, disability, 
and parental leave programs. Those benefits are still in place. 
According to the EU’s Eurostat agency, in 2008 Hungary spent 
$5,200 per capita on social protection, vs. $4,088 in Slovakia and 
$3,706 in Poland. “There are people in this work program who’ve 
never had a proper job in their lives,” says Oszkár Juhász, the 
mayor of Gyöngyöspata, which is an hour’s drive northeast of 
Budapest.  Under the new law, jobless benefits will be cut off after 
90 days, down from nine months, and eligibility for other welfare 
payouts will be curtailed. People taken off the dole are being 
offered jobs paying $303 a month, twice the basic welfare payment 
but less than the standard $415 minimum wage. Those who refuse 
will receive no government aid. 
 
The opposition Socialist Party says the program “is based on fear 
and force, just like in a previous era of terror”—an allusion to the 

 



 

hundreds of thousands of Hungarians who were conscripted for 
Nazi and Soviet work camps. By launching the program in 
Gyöngyöspata, where members of the town’s Roma ethnic 
minority clashed with nationalist vigilantes earlier this year, 
the government gave the impression that it is trying “to keep the 
Roma under control,” says Péter Juhász of the Hungarian Civil 
Liberties Union. “We live in fear that the black uniforms [worn by 
the vigilantes] will return,” says Irén Rácz, a 57-year-old Roma 
assigned to the Gyöngyöspata brigade.  Roma make up about 6 
percent of Hungary’s population and as much as 12 percent of 
those receiving welfare and unemployment benefits, according to 
the Budapest Institute. In Gyöngyöspata, 36 of the 40 people 
working in the program are Roma. Hungary’s Interior Ministry, 
which administers the program, says it is paying special attention 
to Roma because they are discriminated against and “under-
skilled” compared with other workers. “There is little chance that 
they can find work in the private sector without development 
programs,” the ministry said in a written response to questions 
from Bloomberg Businessweek. 
 
The policy’s price tag is another concern. The government, which 
is repaying a $29 billion bailout led by the International Monetary 
Fund, hasn’t specified where it will find the money to put hundreds 
of thousands of workers on the state payroll and finance projects to 
employ them. Orbán has said the program will rely on old-
fashioned manual labor. “Building dams, cleaning ditches, building 
reservoirs—this won’t happen using 21st century technology,” he 
said in a May television interview. Balázs Váradi, a Budapest 
Institute economist who advised the previous Socialist 
government, says “there has been an explicit choice to use labor-
intensive methods, even if that is not economical.” The 
Gyöngyöspata workers are to spend three months clearing 16 
hectares of land, a job that could be completed far more quickly 
and cheaply with machinery. 
 

 



 

Hungarian employers say they are eager for skilled workers. 
Daimler (DDAIF) is recruiting 2,500 people, including engineers 
and IT specialists, for a new Mercedes factory in the town of 
Kecskemét. Public-works jobs generally don’t provide the kind of 
training and experience businesses need, says Adrienn Bálint, 
director for social dialogue at the Confederation of Hungarian 
Employers and Industrialists. “This is not productive work,” she 
says.   Nearly a decade ago, Slovakia tried a similar public-works 
program to wean people off the dole, but the government 
abandoned the effort after a few years “because they realized 
people were not transiting into regular employment,” says Martin 
Kahanec, an assistant professor of public policy at Central 
European University in Budapest.  Standing amid piles of cleared 
underbrush, Lakatos says he’s certain about one thing: “I don’t 
want my children to do what I am doing. I want them to be sitting 
with a tie in front of a computer.”  The bottom line: Hungary is 
forcing its unemployed into work brigades, doing projects that 
could be accomplished more cheaply by machinery. 
 
COMMENTS 
Roger1982   Most gypsies live on state support that they 
supplement with crime. They don't even try to accomodate or to 
find employment. What also aggrevated the problem was that the 
previous socialist government deliberately turned gypsies against 
"white" Hungarians as aacover up of economic problems. While 
they were preoccupied with hating each other the then goverment 
officials were practically looting the country. It went for 8 years, 
no matter why Hungary is the most vulnerable country of the 
region. 
*  
ex pat ........Oh! Please!.....cheap rhetoric....these people collect, 
but give nothing back....the few working Hungarians have been 
supporting these people.....some of these people receive more in 
aid then the ones working on actual jobs and paying taxes....Orban 
is best for Hungary and is receiving negative and unfair criticism 

 



 

from ones who have done nothing in the past 8 years...........the 
Socialists 
* 
 Ion Streimer   Novel idea. If Gyurcsany looses his job, he should 
start cleaning up around his mansion... so goes for gypsies ... how 
many of you think the liberal West would like to have gypsies in 
their backyard? 
* 
Andrey Ivanov 
“… workers are to spend three months clearing 16 hectares of 
land, a job that could be completed far more quickly and cheaply 
with machinery”. This quote illustrates nicely the vicious circle 
of Roma unemployment but also leaves the reader with a 
question: “Would it have been better if those people were left 
without ANY work and the work was done using machinery?” 
 
And this is the whole point! The article’s examples and messages 
should be considered in the context of the global employment 
crisis aggravating the long-term shift from manufacturing to 
services. This shift progressively diminishes job opportunities for 
unqualified laborers who will be increasingly facing the choice not 
between “good and better” employment opportunities but between 
“bad and worse” opportunities.  Any unqualified laborer will be 
facing this choice regardless of his/her ethnic identity. The share of 
unqualified laborers among Roma is disproportionately high 
exposing them to particularly severe risk of insecure, low-paid and 
informal jobs. Prejudice and discrimination adds to these structural 
determinants.  These structural shifts also call for reconsideration 
of traditional ‘market-only-driven employment policies’. 
Employment is more than just a source of income and the benefits 
from ‘being in employment’ go beyond the monetary implications. 
To large extent job and being in employment (or more precisely, 
the positive externalities in terms of social inclusion and cohesion) 
are valuable public good. As such they qualify for public 
investment. 

 



 

 
So the question is not “do public works have a place in the 
employment policies mix?” The question is “what kind of public 
works have a place and how to implement them?” Those which 
help maintain and develop skills make sense. Unfortunately the 
“how?” question is more difficult to answer and the specific case 
of Slovakia is a good example.   The government intended to move 
people away from unconditional social assistance to partial 
‘working out’ the social assistance payments. It failed because it 
was done half-way: part of the payments was made conditional on 
employment in public works but no real opportunities for public 
works were available. In addition, the new scheme was launched 
in January, in the middle of winter when social assistance is 
disproportionately important for households. As a result in few 
cases Roma protested violently.  The Slovak example was a clumsy 
attempt to decrease dependency on unconditional assistance but 
implemented in a rush with no proper preparation. Its failure 
however is a failure of the process, not of the very idea that 
decreasing dependency does make sense and that public works are 
better than no works.   The bottom-line: the example of Daimler is 
from another universe; unqualified laborers have a long way to go 
before they get there. But there’s a lot the governments can and 
should do to make this journey shorter.  
 
- Andrey Ivanov, Human development economist, UNDP 
Bratislava. 
*barb  there would be blood on the streets here. This would never 
happen in the U.S. 
*Tompika 
"The Gyöngyöspata workers are to spend three months clearing 
16 hectares of land, a job that could be completed far more 
quickly and cheaply with machinery." 
 
... or even by a heard of goats for that matter. 
 

 



 

@Bela: this is poor excuse of work. They should be introduced to 
work culture of the 21st century, and not the 19th. Even the hand 
tools are totally inaproppriate as could be seen from the news 
footage. Plus there is still the big problem, that it has been proven 
again and again, that companies simply don't hire Roma, even 
qualified ones for simply being Roma. As long as racism and racial 
discrimination is not curbed, the Roma face of poverty and 
unemplyment will persist in Hungary. 
* 
GO HUNGARY!!!   I dont get why Business Week made it sound 
so negative. This is what we need in America!!! Generation after 
generation of lazy welfare degenerates leeching off our taxes. I'm 
tired of seeing a 24yr old single mother of 6 kids leeching off our 
taxes. The Drug dealer on welfare who drives a nicer car than me. 
The Housing projects in prime real estate locations in NYC. Only 
in America do you you get paid to sit at home and do nothing with 
yourself and laugh as you get by on the system. Our taxes should 
be going to fix our roads, getting better teachers, hire better police 
officers and keeping firehouses open!!! 
* 
Resourceguy   Simple solution--buy some modern machinery for 
the work crews and make sure every member gets a chance to learn 
how to effectively operate it. The arguments against the program 
existence would go away or at least the oversimplifications of it. 
* 
Armang  It's fine to cut benefits from 9 months to 90 days, but 
have they also cut the social security contributions? If not, that's 
just unfair and asking for trouble - people will start demanding 
their wages in cash rather than report them and pay their social 
security withholding, if they don't get anything for it when they 
need it. 
* 
Gabor  I would like to add that the Roma "employees", receive 
renumeration which is less than the minimum wage, will be 
guarded by police force (retired policemen are called back to work 

 



 

as guards and even can be relocated to temporary camps when the 
"jobs" are far from home. 
* 
Bela    Think about it this way: There is a huge number of people 
(mostly Roma) in Hungary who haven't had a proper job in two 
decades. Roma people are dominant in this group of people, 
because their cultural standards allowed them to live on the bare 
minimum provided by the state, and also have children.  So the 
forklift operator, who wants a white-collar job for their kids is 
rather an exception, not a usual example. In fact, there are many 
people who are simply not eligible for the simplest job because of 
their daily habits. To work somewhere needs some discipline. 
Needs workers to get up at a certain time in the morning, do their 
jobs with certain persistence and so on.   For many such people 
cutting bushes is a beginning. This way they learn the elements of 
work culture, which is at least something to start with... 
* 
Jaydilorenzo   That's Great... We need that here in the states.. I 
get's people off there butt's and moving. 
*  
x3etfhell_cpl  No you don't. You need a new government and stop 
breeding so damn fast. The problem isn't jobs being created, there 
are just simply too many animals for the jobs. 
* 
Mitzy2   before you jump to that conclusion look what obama is 
doing he is killing our job market for people who want to work. if 
he gets his way he will have all Americans at work camps and i am 
talking about the working people. And then what all go to work 
camps and dont trust the bloombergs please check them out. does 
anyone still remember our freedom and the oppertunity to work 
and live as free people. this will all end 
*Manfred Bachmayer 
Gyöngyöspata is now governed by the "national vigilantes", 
mentioned in the article above. The major, Oszkár Júhász, is 
member of the extrem neo facist JOBBIK Party. The political in 

 



 

Hungaria situation is similar to the 30th in Germany in the 20th 
century! 
Manfred Bachmayer, Germany 
* 
Shasurji  What's the difference between This and communist rule. 
At least some dignity was there in latter. Hungary has sold these 
workers as slaves to IMF 
* 
Adwohc    What's wrong with working for your benefits? 
* 
Firdous-adam   why not create jobs instead? real job with real 
salaries??? 
* 
Mitzy2   nothing is wrong with it but not this way dont let the 
work camps carry into the US obama is killing our jobs for a 
reason so all can go to work camps doesnt anyone know about the 
Holocaust it is true 
© Bloomberg Businessweek 
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Hungarian film that takes cue from recent Gypsy 
killings premieres at Berlin festival 
            by Associated Press, Published: February 16, 2012 
 
BERLIN — The director of a Hungarian film which focuses on the 
lives of a family of Roma as their community faces a series of 
deadly attacks says he hopes it will help tackle discrimination.  
Bence Fliegauf told reporters at the Berlin film festival Thursday 
that he hoped “this movie is going to make a difference,” though 
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he stressed that he hadn’t embarked on the project for any 
ideological reason.  In tackling the problem openly, “I hope my 
movie is going to do something for the image of Hungary,” he 
added. 
 
“Just the Wind” — which has an amateur Roma, or Gypsies, cast 
— premiered at the festival, where it is one of 18 films competing 
for the top Golden Bear award. The winner will be announced 
Saturday.  It depicts the life of a Roma family — long-suffering, 
grimly silent mother Mari (Katalin Toldi), her elderly invalid father 
and two children who struggle to make ends meet and dream of 
emigrating one day to Canada — against the quietly menacing 
backdrop of a series of killings in their out-of-the-way 
neighborhood.  The film takes its cue from true-life murders that 
happened in 2008-9, though Fliegauf stressed that it does not 
document those killings.  Roma, who make up an estimated 5-8 
percent of Hungary’s 10 million people, battle deep prejudice and 
have been deeply affected by the loss of guaranteed jobs after the 
end of communism over 20 years ago.  Four men are on trial in 
Budapest accused of carrying out attacks in nine villages between 
July 2008 and August 2009 in which six Roma were shot to death, 
including a 5-year-old boy. Five sustained serious injuries.  
Prosecutors allege the suspects were motivated partly by 
vigilantism, and wanted to frighten and provoke the Roma 
community into acts of reprisal. 
 
Toldi, who said she had never acted in a movie or even rehearsed 
before, recalled facing such discrimination.  “We were scared,” 
Toldi said of her reaction to the 2008-9 killings. “I was wondering 
what would happen if they came to me.”  Fliegauf said getting the 
amateur cast together was a complex challenge and a “very long 
process,” requiring him to go out into the country to find actors.  “I 
said, why not me? I could be part of this movie,” Toldi said. “I was 
a bit scared because I had never done anything like this before.” 
                                                                                                            

 



 

© The Associated Press 
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Hungary's Response To The Comprehensive Report Of The 
Commissioner For Human Rights Of The Council Of Europe 
 
Thomas Hammarberg, Commissioner for Human Rights of the 
Strasbourg-based Council of Europe, welcomes as a positive 
development that Hungary has made its legislation concerning 
assembly more stringent in order to regulate and sanction unlawful 
demonstrations designed to create fear.  The report also 
acknowledges that the European Roma Framework Strategy was 
conceived under the coordination of the Hungarian Government. 
Hungary was the first Member State to complete and submit to the 
European Commission its own inclusion strategy, the National 
Social Integration Strategy.  According to Zoltán Balog, State 
Secretary for Social Inclusion, life for the Roma in Hungary is 
indeed hard at present, as is life for non-Roma Hungarians, given 
the simple fact that the economic crisis affects everyone. The State 
Secretary pointed out that the Government had recently launched a 
programme worth HUF 5 billion (EUR 17,250) which was 
designed to help the most disadvantaged, both Roma and non-
Roma Hungarians, to break out of the situation they had been 
compelled to live in to date.  The strategy also contains a three-
year action plan (for the years 2012 to 2014) with specific 
integration programmes with deadlines, the appointed responsible 
members of government and allocated resources. By virtue of the 
EU and local funds allocated for the purposes of the action plan, 
we shall have spent some HUF 200 billion for the implementation 
of integration and inclusion tasks in Hungary by the end of 2014.  
The State Secretary highlighted that while no government was able 
to offer a full and comprehensive solution to all the problems that 
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may emerge, the events that had taken place during the previous 
government had not re-occurred in the past two years in Hungary, 
such as for instance, the Roma killings, demonstrations designed to 
provoke fear or the estate programmes doomed to utter failure. 
The fact that there have been no atrocities committed against 
the Roma in Hungary in the past two years is not merely the 
result of the introduction of more stringent rules in the 
assembly legislation but is also a consequence of the firm action 
taken by the police in both directions. One direction represents 
the type of crime that is most typical of those living in extreme 
poverty and is often manifested in ethnic conflicts. The other 
course of action represents the measures taken against those who 
wish to hold the Roma in Hungary collectively responsible for the 
hopeless situation that is still characteristic of the countryside in 
Hungary. The programmes launched by the Government and the 
National Social Integration Strategy have reached local Roma 
leaders who may, in their own communities, give hope to those 
who have the desire to break out of the difficult situation they are 
in. They are therefore not interested in generating conflicts but in 
managing conflicts and seizing their newly-found opportunities. 
This is another reason why there is peace in Hungary today 
between Roma and non-Roma Hungarians, a few local conflicts 
apart.  The role of the National Roma Government as a mediator is 
key in guiding the Roma in Hungary towards the path of 
cooperation. The State Secretariat is working hard to convince the 
majority that cooperation is a worthwhile goal for all and a far 
more beneficial solution for everyone than the generation of 
conflicts. 
                                                                                                                    
© kormany.hu 
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50                                            
Hindus ask Madonna to highlight Gypsy 
apartheid  issue during her European Tour 
 
Hindus have asked entertainer Madonna, who was reportedly 
booed and jeered by thousands of fans in Romania in 2009 when 
she sympathized with Roma (Gypsy) people, to take up their cause 
during her upcoming Europe tour.  Hindu statesman Rajan Zed, 
who publicly supported Madonna on the 2009 incident in 
Romania, saying that “Romania and Europe should apologize for 
blatant show of prejudice shown towards fellow Roma 
brothers/sisters when Madonna spoke against Roma discrimination 
during her concert in Bucharest”, is now urging her to highlight 
their plight during "The Madonna 2012 World Tour", starting May 
29.  Zed, who is President of Universal Society of Hinduism, in a 
statement in Nevada (USA) today, said that the alarming condition 
of Roma people was a social blight for Europe and the rest of the 
world as they reportedly regularly faced social exclusion, racism, 
substandard education, hostility, joblessness, rampant illness, 
inadequate housing, lower life expectancy, unrest, living on 
desperate margins, language barriers, stereotypes, mistrust, rights 
violations, discrimination, marginalization, appalling living 
conditions, prejudice, human rights abuse, racist slogans on 
Internet, etc.  Rajan Zed stressed that Madonna should not stay 
apathetic and silent spectator to their continuous maltreatment and 
use her status to highlight the apartheid conditions faced by about 
15-million Roma people of Europe. Many Hollywood and other 
entertainment bigwigs had successfully worked against South 
Africa’s apartheid in the past.  
 
Cheers reportedly gave way to jeers, when Madonna paused 
midway before a sell-out crowd of about 60,000 in Bucharest 
during her song La Isla Bonita in her about two-hour concert in 
August 2009, part of her worldwide "Sticky and Sweet" tour, and 

 



 

touched on the plight of Roma people, showing the deeply 
entrenched prejudice against Roma in Europe.   Zed further said 
that references to Roma people in Europe reportedly went as far 
back as ninth century CE. How many more centuries Roma had to 
reside in Europe to prove that they were “real and equal” 
Europeans like any other, he asked.  Roma are believed to have 
their roots in the Indian subcontinent. 
                                                                                                                                       
© Romea.cz 
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Romania's Government Moves to Rename the Roma 
             by RUPERT WOLFE MURRAY / BUCHAREST  
                             Wednesday, Dec. 08, 2010 
 
photos show Roma women display signs that read, in Romany and 
Romanian, "I am a Roma" in Bucharest, Romania, on Nov. 30, 
2010       Vadim Ghirda / AP 
Romania's government has caused outrage among Romany — or 
Gypsy — communities and organizations after it asked Parliament 
in Bucharest to accept a proposal to change the official name of the 
Romany from Roma, which means "man" in the Romany 
language, to Tigan, which comes from the Greek term for 
"untouchable."  The government says the name change is 
necessary because of the possible confusion among the 
international community between the words Roma — which refers 
to the Romany ethnic minority — and Romania, a nation proud of 
its historical status as the last colony of the Roman Empire. 
Meanwhile, the Romanian Academy, whose role is to protect the 
Romanian culture and language, supports the move on the grounds 
that many countries in the European Union use a variation of the 
word Tigan to refer to their Gypsy populations. 
 
"Imagine if a U.S. Congressman proposed to change the name 
Afro-American back to the insulting term n_____," said David 
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Mark, director of the Roma Civic Alliance in Bucharest, speaking 
to TIME at a protest outside the government headquarters last 
week. "It would cause a huge scandal and that Congressman would 
probably have to resign."  The controversial proposal was put 
forward by maverick lawmaker Silviu Prigoana, a member of 
Romania's ruling Liberal Democratic Party, who claims he is 
acting on behalf of several Romany groups from Transylvania that, 
he says, told him "they don't like to use the word Roma." When 
asked by TIME to provide the names of these groups, Prigoana 
refused, saying only that they are "those Gypsy fellows in 
Transylvania who wear the big hats" — meaning the Hungarian-
speaking Romany groups who go by the collective name of Gabor.  
Prigoana denies accusations that he's acting on the orders of 
Romania's President, Traian Basescu, who recently stated on 
public radio that the introduction of the politically correct term 
Roma in 1995 — at the recommendation of Romania's Foreign 
Ministry — was "a big mistake." The President went on to say, 
"Many Europeans are confused by the terms Roma and Romania. 
They wonder if it is an ethnicity or a nation of 22 million citizens." 
The government has never made any attempt to explain the 
difference between the words to the international community — 
probably because Romanians would rather not be associated with 
the Roma at all — or to promote Romania as a multiethnic country 
with a large minority population (there are an estimated 1.5 million 
Roma and a similar number of Hungarians in the country). 
 
According to Romani Criss, a leading Romany organization, the 
government never consulted with representatives of the Roma 
minority about the name change — which could incur the wrath of 
human-rights organizations, since the right of minorities to choose 
their own name is enshrined in international law. "Self-
determination is the right of a people to determine its own destiny," 
reads the Council of Europe's Convention for the Protection of 
National Minorities.   In a protest letter sent to the recent 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 

 



 

summit in Kazakhstan, where heads of state met last week to 
discuss human rights and regional security, 24 Romany groups 
stated that the name Tigan "is associated in the collective memory 
of the Roma with the slavery that existed in Romania from 1385 to 
1856, and also the forced deportations in WW2." The OSCE had 
already criticized Romania for trying to classify its Romany 
minority as Tigan once before, 15 years ago. 
 
Unlike in much of Europe, where far-right, populist sentiment is on 
the rise, the Roma in Romania face relatively little outright 
prejudice. At the last general election, in 2008, the extremist 
parties did not make it into Parliament for the first time in 20 years. 
Yet the Romanian public supports the name change — many resent 
the Romany for the bad press stemming from the forced 
deportations out of France and other Western European countries 
earlier this year. Observers fear the seemingly minor issue of a 
name change could unleash a new wave of discrimination.  "The 
proposal is a matter of concern as it would reinforce old 
stereotypes and prejudice," wrote Andrzej Mirga, head of the 
OSCE's contact point for Roma issues, in an exclusive statement 
sent to TIME. "It would also be inconsistent with Romania's 
international obligations. The preferences of the Roma in Romania 
as to how they want to be referred to should be respected. After all, 
[the use of the word Roma] was a conscious political decision 
precisely to move away from stereotypes equaling Tigan with 
crime [and] poverty."  With Parliament unlikely to make a decision 
on the proposed name change until next year, the protest 
movement against the legislation is building. Romani Criss 
director Madga Matache tells TIME, "We are speaking to our 
lawyers, working on legal challenges to the Romanian Academy, 
and we are talking to OSCE and the Council of Europe, who I am 
sure will support us in this struggle." Romany groups continue to 
lobby in Bucharest, while activists in Canada have started up a 
worldwide petition against the legislation to send to Romania's 
government. 

 



 

With the dignity of the Romany people and Romania's national 
identity at stake, a lot is riding on the outcome of this semantic 
clash. 
                                                                                                                         
©  Time.com  
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anti-roma-protests-sweep-bulgaria/  
                           ‘Gypsies Into Glue!’:  
               Anti-Roma Protests Sweep Bulgaria 
                         by WILLIAM LEE ADAMS  
                   | @willyleeadams | September 28, 2011 |  
 
People react outside the house of Roma leader Kiril Rashkov, 
dubbed "King Kiro", after it was set on fire during a clash between 
members of the Bulgarian and Roma communities in the village of 
Katunitsa, some 160 km south-east of Sofia on September 24, 
2011.   The charge that a relative of a Roma clan leader killed a 
Bulgarian teenager sparked anti-Gypsy demonstrations across the 
country last weekend. Thousands of protesters took to the streets in 
at least 20 towns and cities, including the capital, Sofia. “A total of 
168 have been arrested for violation of public order, the majority 
— for possession of small bombs, knives, bats, pipes from vacuum 
cleaners, kitchen meat hammers,” the Interior Ministry said in a 
statement Wednesday morning. The Ministry estimates that 2,200 
people took part in the second straight night of demonstrations—
the worst outbreak of unrest in the country in more than a decade. 
 
Tension began to mount after 19-year old Angel Petrov was run 
over by a minibus while walking his dog in Katunista, a small 
town 99 miles east of Sofia. The tragedy might have ended there, 
were it not for the fact that the driver was allegedly a relative of 

 

http://globalspin.blogs.time.com/2011/09/28/gypsies-into-glue-anti-roma-protests-sweep-bulgaria/
http://globalspin.blogs.time.com/2011/09/28/gypsies-into-glue-anti-roma-protests-sweep-bulgaria/


 

suspected Roma crime boss Kiril Rashkov. Rashkov, who is known 
throughout the country as Tzar Kiro, has been under investigation 
for several years for large-scale tax evasion and has previously 
been convicted for crimes involving illegal gold transactions. As 
word spread, locals retaliated by setting a number of Rashkov’s 
cars and houses on fire.  Police have since arrested the van’s driver, 
but riots have spread because the incident speaks to the two issues 
long at the core of Bulgarian discontent: organized crime and the 
status of the country’s Roma minority (and, in this instance, the 
potential links between the two). The European Union has 
repeatedly condemned Bulgaria for failing to prosecute leading 
organized crime bosses—and the high-level government officials 
who may be in cahoots with them. That perceived impunity looks 
all the more stark for young people frustrated with a lack of 
opportunity during the country’s weak economic recovery. 
 
Deep-seated resentment of the Roma appears to have given the 
protests much of their momentum. Protesters shouted slogans like 
“Gypsies into glue!” and police had to barricade the entrances to 
Roma neighborhoods as word spread of impending riots. As with 
the riots in London in August, demonstrators and—who counted 
opportunistic hooligans among their ranks—organized 
demonstrations partly through Facebook. Others drummed up 
support via SKAT, a television channel with links to the ultra-
nationalist party Ataka, which translates as ‘Attack.’ “The Gypsies 
have too many rights and no responsibilities,” Angel Katushev, a 
22-year-old student at a rally in Sofia told Britain’s Independent. 
“We pay for them, and we want them to play an active part in 
social life, paying taxes, following the law and living in a civilized 
way.” 
 
President Georgi Parvanov knows that addressing those feelings 
will play a crucial role in diffusing mounting ethnic tension. “The 
institutions are standing together firm in their opposition to such 
radical and extreme feelings,” he said. And while Parvanov is 

 



 

hoping for the best, he’s clearly preparing for the worst: the 
President convened a special meeting of the Consultative Council 
for National Security for Saturday. Good thing. By Wednesday 
morning, the Sofia News Agency had published a report in which 
witnesses claimed the arrested driver is not the actual man behind 
the Sep. 23 hit-and-run. 
 
William Lee Adams is a staff writer at the London bureau of 
TIME. Find him on Twitter at @willyleeadams or on Facebook. 
You can also continue the discussion on TIME’s Facebook page 
and on Twitter at @TIME. 
 
 
 
COMMENTS 
Manuel Lee   4 months ago 6 Likes 
European, is becoming the new bloodthirsty Nazis. What is 
happening to Gypsies in Europe is an Holocaust. Anyone who can't 
see that, is a fool. 
* 
Sny5ive 4 months ago in reply to Manuel Lee 17 Likes 
Gypsies are undisciplined morons...no country in Europe wants 
them... 
* 
sofianotes  4 months ago in reply to sny5ive 
You are racist scum 
* 
sny5ive  4 months ago in reply to sofianotes 2 Likes  
you must be one them Gypsies...and you can kiss my A-hole 
* 
Martin Marchev   4 months ago in reply to Manuel Lee 15 Likes 
Anyone who says that this is a Holocaust and does not live near a 
Gypsies' neighborhood and does not know the faces of terror these 
Gypsies bring, is a fool! 
* 

 



 

Bulgirl   4 months ago in reply to Manuel Lee 6 Likes 
What Holocaust?? Are you an idiot ?   Allowed the media to 
manipulate you! Read a little history of Bulgaria prior to call us 
Nazis! For your information ... Bulgaria is the only country that 
saved about 50,000 Jews during World War II! Idiot! Remember 
this! The media manipulate people like you - blind and misguided.  
This is the truth! Do not believe the media, they all lie! 
* 
Nikolay Fon Manheim    
4 months ago in reply to Manuel Lee 6 Likes 
You are ugly idiot if you want this scum you can get it! 
*  
sofianotes   4 months ago in reply to Nikolay Fon Manheim 
Look at the state of this idiot...... 
* 
Alina V   4 months ago in reply to Manuel Lee 4 Likes 
You know what? Why don't you take them to your place and we 
talk after that, ok? Hypocrite. 
* 
sofianotes  4 months ago in reply to Alina V 1 Like   
U are scum 
* 
RandomArrow   4 months ago in reply to Manuel Lee 
The problem is global. In the US the Tea Party is the new face of 
the KKK. 
* 
sny5ive   4 months ago in reply to sofianotes 1 Like   
that's right and you can kiss my @ss... 
Like 
* 
6thangle   4 months ago 
Now I understand why Jews left Europe!! So where will be the is 
israile for gypsies ? Maybe another Muslim!! What about 
afganistan!! 
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      'Gypsy Tsar' case triggers violent protests against  
                                 Roma community 
                                  30/09/2011 / BULGARIA 
 
The death of a 19-year-old killed in a car accident in a small 
Bulgarian village has set off violent protests against the Roma 
community all over the country. The young man was run over last 
week by a relative of Kiril Rachkov, a wealthy Roma patriarch 
nicknamed "the Gypsy Tsar." The demonstrations triggered by the 
incident saw some protesters denouncing corruption and the lack 
of security in Bulgaria, and others used it as an excuse to unleash 
racial hatred against the Roma community.  After the man died last 
Friday, several hundred residents of his village protested outside 
Rachkov’s house. They accused Rachkov of being the mastermind 
of an organised crime network they say has terrorised the village. 
Some of the protesters set fire to several buildings and cars 
belonging to members of Rachkov’s family. The “Gypsy Tsar” was 
arrested on Tuesday for making death threats.  Since the first 
protest, demonstrations have taken place in more than a dozen 
cities across Bulgaria. Racist slogans have become widespread, 
including, “Put the Turks under the knife and use the Roma to 
make soap,” and “Die, Roma.”  According to the Home Office, 
168 people were arrested on Tuesday night alone, many carrying 
explosives, knives and hammers. At least 400 people have been 
arrested in total, and local media have reported a number of violent 
incidents. For example, in the town of Varna, a Roma prostitute 
was beaten up by a gang. The situation has become so dire that 
some Roma families have stopped sending their children to school.  
After three days of violence, the government broke its silence. 
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Rosen Plevneliev, who is running for president on the ruling party 
ticket, tried to calm the situation. He said the death of the 19-year-
old was probably a criminal act, but “was not linked to ethnic 
tensions.”  Like other countries in central and eastern Europe, 
Bulgaria is home to a large Roma community, whose integration 
regularly causes friction. 
  
Friday September 23, the "Gypsy Tsar’s" house went up in 
smoke. 
 
CONTRIBUTORS 
Ruslan Trad  (Ruslan Trad is president of the Arab Culture Forum 
in Sofia. He has been closely following the demonstrations, since 
they have also targeted Muslims) and  “Nationalist factions are 
using what’s happened as an excuse to launch a campaign of hate”.   
Lots of people have heard about the Tsar Kiro [the Gypsy Tsar]. 
Numerous criminal complaints have been filed against him, but he 
has never gone to prison. [Since 2005, he’s been investigated six 
times. He was handed a suspended jail term and fined 2,350 euros]. 
People know he lives with impunity. He’s part of an [allegedly] 
corrupt oligarchy that puts pressure on Bulgaria’s courts and 
political systems [Bulgaria ranks as the second most corrupt 
country in the European Union, behind Romania].  Security forces 
didn’t react fast enough in the village of Katunitsa, and events in 
the rest of the country quickly escaped their control. While some 
rioters in Katunitsa targeted the Rachkov clan, elsewhere 
nationalist groups used what has happened as an excuse to launch a 
hate campaign on the entire Roma community. Dozens of 
Facebook groups with racist motivations have been created. Even 
mosques in Sofia and Plovdiv have been attacked [Some of the 
demonstrators’ slogans have targeted the Turkish and Muslim 
communities]. It’s a volatile situation. We’re all thinking of the 
ethnic conflict in the Balkans.  The Roma are an easy target. They 
don’t have a country or a government. When they are attacked they 
don’t have anyone to protect them. Many Roma communities are 

 



 

run by a sort of lord, like in feudal times. This creates problems 
because the non-Roma community in Bulgaria don’t want to live 
by their rules. That said, it’s not uncommon for Roma patriachs to 
do business with Bulgarian officials [Authorities confirmed 
Rachkov hasn’t paid taxes for twenty years, suggesting he has 
benefited from favouritism in government].  If we protest, it should 
be against the self-proclaimed elite, and not in any way against the 
Roma minority. For the last twenty years, Bulgaria has been caught 
in transition to democracy. Lots of things are changing, and these 
movements come with significant economic challenges, in 
particular high unemployment. This situation breeds racism 
towards minorities who live on the periphery of society. However, 
stopping social security for the Roma community or attacking 
them will resolve nothing. Heated emotions will get us nowhere. 
What we need is strong political influence to fight unemployment, 
oligarchies and corruption.” 
 
Demonstration by extremists against “gypsy terror," in front of 
the parliament building in Sofia   by Dessislava Dimitrova is a 
financial journalist in Sofia. 
 
"Last week, Schengen Zone countries refused to admit Bulgaria, 
citing the presence of organised crime. This has proved them 
right".  We mustn’t forget that presidential elections will take place 
on 23 October, less than a month away. Several days ago, 
candidates began debating, and it’s no surprise that what’s 
happened has fired up extremist parties. I’m thinking particularly 
of Ataka, whose leader is a presidential candidate.  The idea that 
the Roma community equals organised crime doesn’t hold water. 
Just because Roma people sometimes commit petty street theft 
doesn’t mean they’re responsible for large-scale organised crime. 
No racial element plays a role in that.  What saddens me the most 
is that less than a week ago, Schengen Zone countries refused to 
admit Bulgaria [and Romania], saying that our borders aren’t 
secure and citing in particular the strong presence of organised 

 



 

crime networks. What has happened has proved them right.” 
 
***************************************************** 
http://www.icare.to/news.php?en/2011-09#    
Bulgarian NGOS:  Roma Clashes  
Handled Incompetently  
       
27/9/2011- The Bulgarian Helsinki Committee (BHC) has called 
on local authorities to respond adequately to the clashes in 
Katunitsa and prevent attempts to use the case to whip up inter-
ethnic tensions. In an open letter to Prime Minister Boyko Borisov, 
BHC Chair Krasimir Kanev demanded harsh sanctions for high-
ranking officials of the Interior Ministry who had committed 
"unprofessional actions and inactions". The head of the human 
rights non-governmental organization claimed Monday that the 
case involved "utterly unprofessional conduct on the part of the 
Interior Ministry, a total failure of the institution to guarantee the 
safety of citizens and uphold public order".  
 
In Kanev's words, officials of the Interior had passively witnessed 
a spate of grave crimes unfold in front of their eyes, which had 
resulted in racist rioting and had caused social tensions to spike in 
other parts of the country. In its written statement BHC also 
demanded a quick and efficient investigation that would shed light 
on the murder in the village of Katunitsa, the organizers of the 
riots, the demonstrators chanting racist and anti-Roma slogans and 
the perpetrators of the racially motivated arsons. The NGO further 
encouraged the Interior towards a much more active role in the 
prevention of race-based gatherings for criminal purposes, 
regardless of the existence of party affiliations of the organizers.  
"Apart from that, public security organs must investigate the overt 
organization of such venues in social networks like Facebook and 
make sure that both orchestrators and participants are brought to 
criminal liability", BHC stated. In another Monday statement on 
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the matter, Bulgaria's Civil Initiative "People Against Racism" 
protested against what it saw as an attempt to present a social 
conflict opened by the crime committed by Tsar Kiro's clan as an 
ethic problem. "People Against Racism"'s protest campaign 
consisted in the widespread distribution of leaflets and posters.  
 
The conflict in the village of Katunitsa, located in southern 
Bulgaria, near the second largest city of Plovdiv, erupted after 
associated of notorious Roma boss Kiril Rashkov AKA Tsar Kiro 
from the Plovdiv district of Stolipinovo ran over and killed 19-
year-old Angel Petrov from the village late Friday. The incident 
triggered widespread violence and protests which culminated 
Saturday night in an attack on Rashkov's properties staged by by 
football hooligans from Plovdiv. Pavel, 16, a friend of Angel, 
passed out during the Friday attacks on Rashkov's properties and 
later died in the hospital. The boy had undergone bypass surgery 
several years ago.   The tensions grew in Plovdiv on Sunday, the 
day of Petrov's funeral, when the police barely prevented clashes 
between a protest rally and local Roma in Roma-populated 
quarters Stolipinovo, Sheker Mahala, and Adzhisan Mahala. 
                                                                                                                                        
© Novinite 
***************************************************** 
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               Anti-Roma Riots Engulf Bulgaria After  
                                Teenage Tragedy  
                        
28/9/2011- The hit-and-run killing of a teenager blamed on the 
criminal underworld has sparked violent protests across Bulgaria 
against the Roma community and the government for its failure to 
deal with organised crime. Police have arrested 200 people during 
protests since Friday when Angel Petrov, 19, was killed near the 
city of Plovdiv in central Bulgaria. Properties have been set on fire 
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and cafes ransacked by rioters, while police have acted to prevent 
attacks on Roma districts and mosques in a number of cities. 
Bulgarian television has shown what appeared to be gangs of 
Roma vigilantes armed with swords, knives and air guns in 
anticipation of confrontation. The Prime Minister Boyko Borisov 
has come under criticism for not reacting to the unrest quickly 
enough, amid accusations from the opposition that he has failed in 
his pledge to tackle Bulgaria's criminal underbelly.   Mr Petrov's 
death, after being hit by a van, has been blamed on associates of a 
Roma clan leader. The arrest of the van's driver has not quietened 
uproar among ordinary Bulgarians, many of whom feel that the 
incident goes to the heart of the biggest issues facing their country: 
organised crime and corruption, and the status of the Roma 
minority. "We have not previously had such a series of racist, anti-
Roma protests carried out in a number of cities," said Daniel 
Smilov, of the Centre for Liberal Strategies think-tank. "These 
were low-intensity violent and racist outbursts, but over the past 20 
years we have not been accustomed to such events." Bulgaria is 
situated on major drugs transit routes into Europe from Asia and 
the authorities are also fighting human trafficking. Since joining 
the EU in 2007, Bulgaria has had substantial amounts of European 
funding temporarily suspended due to concerns about corruption. 
The nefarious "business" links of leading politicians regularly 
come under scrutiny, and the police have been criticised for failing 
to control the expansion of underworld networks.  The Roma 
community constitutes between 5 and 10 per cent of the country's 
population of 7.5 million. Many Roma are among Bulgaria's 
poorest and most marginalised people, in poor housing and living 
outside the regular economy and society. Many ethnic Bulgarians 
resent their alleged involvement in crime. "The Gypsies have too 
many rights and no responsibilities," said Angel Katushev, a 22-
year-old student from Plovdiv, wearing a Bulgarian flag at a rally 
in Sofia. "We pay for them, and we want them to play an active 
part in social life, paying taxes, following the law and living in a 
civilised way." The protests have largely been orchestrated through 

 



 

social network websites and opposition media, including the SKAT 
television channel associated with the ultranationalist party Ataka 
("Attack"). But many demonstrators disassociated themselves from 
the nationalist hardcore on whom the unrest has been blamed. "I 
don't want to be with the freaks, the football thugs," said Orlin 
Mitev, a 29-year-old tour guide at the Sofia rally.                                                                                                 
                                                                                                              
© The Independent 
***************************************************** 
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 Roma Youth Conference in Strasbourg Call for    
    Attention to Anti-Gypsy Protest in Bulgaria 
 
28/9/2011- The participants of the Roma Youth Conference in 
Strasbourg, are concerned about the current rise of extremism, 
racism and anti-gypsyism in many European countries, and 
particularly about the unbearable increase of violence and hatred in 
Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Hungary and other places across the 
Europe. Right now, all over Bulgaria, including major cities, 
extremist groups led by the far-right political parties VMRO and 
ATAKA and joined by football hooligans are running pogroms in 
Roma neighborhoods creating a climate of fear and insecurity. 
Since September more than eight anti-Roma marches were 
organized in the north of Czech Republic. The increase of violence 
and clashes between Roma and non-Roma are becoming a daily 
terror for local people. Slogans such as “gypsies to the gas 
chambers” remind us of Nazi persecution of Jews and Roma. In 
Hungary series of murders happened over the last two years, Roma 
houses were burned and the mobilization of the paramilitary 
organizations was tolerated by local authorities. In other countries, 
especially in the Western Europe such as in Italy, France and 
Germany we are witnessing the violation of Roma migrants’ rights. 
 
© FOCUS News Agency 
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            EU Condemns Anti-Roma Rallies in Bulgaria 
 
28/9/2011- A spokesperson for the European Commission has 
condemned what has been presented as anti-Roma rallies in 
Bulgaria over the last couple of days. The European Commission 
has expressed its concern over the anti-Roma demonstrations in 
Bulgaria and says it is monitoring the situation, EU Commission 
press secretary Matthew Newman said on Wednesday, as cited by 
the Russian RIA Novosti news agency. The EC has not commented 
on the actions of the Bulgaria's law enforcement authorities, which 
it says are within the competence of the authorities, according to 
the agency. The bloc has demanded all its member states to present 
Brussels with a plan by the end of this year for integration of Roma 
communities in socio-economic life.  
 
The recent death of Bulgarian youngster Angel Petrov, who was 
allegedly deliberately run over by a mini-bus driven by a relative 
of notorious Roma crime boss Kiril Rashkov aka Tsar Kiro, led to 
massive protests of the ethnic Bulgarians in the southern village of 
Katunitsa. They culminated Saturday night into the burning of 
Rashkov's properties by football hooligans from Plovdiv, which is 
near to Katunitsa. On Monday and Tuesday night, protests 
followed in many major Bulgarian cities, including the capital 
Sofia. Nearly 300 people in total were arrested by the police after 
the two nights of rallies that unfortunately involved what has been 
perceived as ethnic hatred. On Wednesday, it was announced that 
Rashkov has been detained by the police.  
                                                                                                                
© Novinite 
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Siderov in Shouting Matches on Bulgarian Breakfast TVShows   
        
29/9/2011- Successive breakfast television appearances on 
September 29 by Volen Siderov, leader of ultra-nationalist party 
Ataka and a candidate in Bulgaria's October 23 presidential 
elections, descended into shouting matches as Siderov hit out at the 
country's media for an alleged long-standing campaign to defame 
him as a fascist. In the opening moments of a 17-minute 
appearance on Bulgarian National Television's (BNT) Äåíÿò 
Çàïî÷âà (The Day Begins) show, hosted by Yevgeniya Marcheva, 
Siderov launched into a diatribe against the public broadcaster, 
accusing it of failing to cover properly the previous day's events in 
Parliament when, at Siderov's instance, acting Interior Minister 
Vesselin Vuchkov was called to address the National Assembly on 
the incident in Katounitsa. The Katounitsa incident, in which a 
young man was killed when he was run over by the driver of a 
vehicle in the southern Bulgarian village, has led to street protests, 
public and political uproar because of widespread perceptions of 
an ethnic dimension - a dimension denied by Bulgaria's political 
mainstream but which has brought out on to the streets young 
people shouting slogans against the country's Roma population.  
 
As Mircheva struggled to continue to ask questions of Siderov in 
the face of the Ataka leader's emotional monologue, Siderov 
insisted that he had paid 3600 leva (about 1800 euro) for his 
appearance and wanted to say his piece. At the same time, taking 
up a theme well-worn for Ataka, Siderov vehemently criticised 
BNT for its daily afternoon news bulletins in Turkish. He 
broadened his attacks to Bulgaria's mass media as a whole, saying 
that he had to pay the country's two largest commercial 
broadcasters, bTV and Nova Televisia, 15 000 leva each to appear 
on their talk shows. "There is no free media in Bulgaria," Siderov 
said (using the Bulgarian word for "free" as in "freedom", not in 
the sense of free-of-charge). Siderov said that for years, BNT, bTV, 
Nova and Bulgaria's most-read newspapers, dailies 24 Chassa and 

 



 

Trud, had "blackened me", calling him a fascist. He harangued at 
length on what he termed the "Gypsification" of Bulgaria and drew 
contrasts to the riots in London, which he said involved black 
people, saying that he applauded the young people in Bulgaria who 
had turned out for the protests post-Katounitsa and said that this 
represented an "awakening" by the Bulgarian people.  
 
In Bulgaria, Siderov said, police had beaten up and arrested people 
"just for wearing the Bulgarian flag". As the struggle between 
Mircheva and Siderov for control of the airtime continued, with 
Mircheva repeating a number of times that BNT kept to the law in 
its coverage, Siderov shouted, "Will you listen to me or do I have 
to pay you another 3600 leva?" Ranging off further elsewhere on 
his enemies list, Siderov railed against, among others, the 
Bulgarian Helsinki Committee - which he said was among those 
who persecuted him - saying that such organisations "swallowed 
huge money" to promote the "Gypsification" of Bulgaria. Against 
the Government in general and the Interior Ministry in particular, 
Siderov said, "I see no desire to do something against the 
Gypsification of the state".  
 
When Mircheva put it to Siderov that she did not think it was in 
order for the leader of a party represented in Parliament and a 
presidential candidate to depict all of Bulgaria's Roma people as 
criminals, Siderov responded that gypsies, as he termed them, 
refused to integrate or to send their children to school instead of 
selling them or turning them into prostitutes and pickpockets. 
Siderov poured scorn on the notion that people in Bulgaria's Roma 
neighbourhoods were poor, saying that the housing was lined with 
satellite dishes, with "limousines" parked outside. In a reference to 
Bulgaria's constitution, which requires the head of state to be 
"president for all Bulgarians," Mircheva asked Siderov whether, 
were he to be elected president, he would be president of Roma 
people too, he said that he would be president of all those who 
obeyed the law. Asked what he would say to Roma people who 

 



 

were now too scared to go work because of recent incidents of 
public hate speech and actual and attempted assaults on Roma, 
Siderov dismissed this as "speculation" and "theatre". He said that 
amendments to the Penal Code were necessary so that people could 
defend their homes, "because thousands of Bulgarians have been 
killed, raped and robbed in their own homes in the villages by 
gypsy gangs".  Later, an appearance by Siderov on bTV also 
resulted in uproar. BTV's breakfast show, hosted by Ani Tsolova 
and Viktor Nikolaev, was hosting a number of politicians from 
various parties to discuss the events after Katounitsa. They said 
that Ataka had been invited to participate but no representative had 
arrived. Soon afterwards, Siderov burst into the studio, 
commencing a hostile monologue against bTV. At this point, the 
other guests quit the studio. Among other things, he labelled bTV a 
"shameful chalga television" (chalga being a form of pop-folk 
music strongly influenced by Turkish and other Balkan musical 
forms) and said that he would ask for an audit of BTV, saying that 
it was paying "a ridiculously low rent" for the offices it occupies in 
the National Palace of Culture, NDK, a state-owned building in 
central Sofia. Towards the end of Siderov's appearance, he stood 
close to the desk of the two presenters, with all three speaking 
simultaneously.  
 
Siderov's September 29 episodes were hardly his first clashes with 
the mass media. Previous episodes have involved an attempt to 
invade the studio of BNT Friday political talk show Panorama, and 
on another occasion, some years ago, Siderov - backed by a 
phalanx of supporters - forced his way into the offices of a 
newspaper at whose coverage he had taken umbrage. In turn, 
Siderov was targeted on September 29 by one of his bete noire, 
Iliya Iliev, leader of Roma party Drom. Appearing on the breakfast 
show of Nova (which was an oasis of calm by contrast, this 
particular morning), Iliev called for Siderov to be arrested and his 
statutory immunity from prosecution removed. Iliev alleged that 
Siderov was paying for the incitement of large groups to turn out in 

 



 

protest, in the hope that this would bring down the Government 
and force early elections.  
 
Ahead of the Katounitsa incident, Siderov's showing in pre-
election opinion polls showed him as having nothing more than the 
most miniscule chance of making it beyond the first round of 
voting among 18 presidential candidates on October 23. He placed 
second in the second round of Bulgaria's 2006 presidential 
elections, being soundly defeated by Georgi Purvanov. In the July 
2009 national parliamentary elections, Ataka got just less than 10 
per cent of the votes, winning 21 seats in Bulgaria's 240-seat 
unicameral Parliament. 
                                                                                                                
© The Sofia Echo 
*****************************************************  
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       Bulgarian  Volunteers  Clean Facebook from  
                   Xenophobic Groups 
 
29/9/2011- The so-called volunteer Facebook watchdogs have 
become very active recently in monitoring the social network in 
Bulgaria for groups spreading ethnic hatred, xenophobia and 
racism. Nearly 100 new groups appeared after the September 23 
murder of Bulgarian youngster, Angel Petrov, 19, who was 
deliberately run over by a minivan, which, according to witnesses, 
was driven by an associate of notorious Roma boss Kiril Rashkov 
AKA Tsar Kiro, led to massive protests of the ethnic Bulgarians in 
the village of Katunitsa, where Rashkov's mansions are located. 
They culminated Saturday night into the burning of Rashkov's 
properties by football club fans from Plovdiv, which is near to 
Katunitsa, and by football club fans from the capital Sofia and the 
southern city of Stara Zagora. On Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday night, protests followed in many major Bulgarian 
cities, including the capital Sofia. Nearly 350 people in total have 
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been arrested by the police after the three nights of rallies that 
involved what has been perceived as ethnic hatred.   Some of the 
groups have been deleted such as Tsar Kiro Must Die, Support for 
Bulgarians Arrested in Katunitsa, and Bulgaria without Gypsies, 
among many. Meanwhile, Bulgarians write in internet forums and 
on Facebook that moderators of such groups have been pressured 
by the authorities with two of them being detained in the capital 
Sofia. The Interior Ministry has issued a warning that they have 
upped control on information spread by social networks. Despite 
the measures, the deleted groups are quickly replaced by new ones, 
some of which appeal for a mass protest on Saturday when 
President, Georgi Parvanov is calling an emergency meeting of the 
Consultative National Security Council, KSNS. Meanwhile a study 
of the National Center for Safe Internet shows that 80% of 
Bulgarian students believe that sending and receiving aggressive 
and hateful messages is fun with 50% saying they have sent or 
received such messages. 
                                                                                                                                     
© Novinite 
***************************************************** 
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Violent Anti-Roma Protests in Bulgaria Show 
Urgent Need to Combat Extremism, OSCE 
Human Rights Chief Says 
 
29/9/2011- Violent anti-Roma protests that have taken place across 
Bulgaria over the past days underline the urgency of combating 
racially-motivated extremism and making progress with the 
integration of Europe’s Roma populations, Ambassador Janez 
Lenarèiè, the Director of the OSCE Office for Democratic 
Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR), said today in the margins 
of the OSCE’s annual human rights conference in Warsaw. “We see 
a worrying trend of marginal but increasingly visible extremist 
groups and radical political parties stirring up hatred against Roma 
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and other minorities,” Lenarèiè said. At the same time, he added, 
the integration of Roma into mainstream society makes little 
headway, and rampant discrimination and limited access to social 
services remain major problems across large parts of Europe.  
 
Lenarèiè noted a pattern of extremists using incidents involving 
Roma individuals to incite hatred and violence against the entire 
community: “The incentive to seek political gain from scape-
goating Roma and other minorities for existing grievances is 
particularly high at the time of elections.” He said such attempts 
must be met by unequivocal condemnation by political leaders and 
civil society, and commended the determined and swift action by 
the Bulgarian authorities to defuse tensions and protect Roma 
communities from violence. In an Action Plan adopted in 2003, 
OSCE participating States have committed themselves to a broad 
set of measures aimed at improving the situation of Roma and 
Sinti. Progress in implementing the Action Plan and current 
challenges faced by Roma and Sinti will be the focus of a special 
session at the OSCE human rights conference on 5 October. 
        
© The OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 
*****************************************************  
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Bulgaria Must Ensure the Safety of its Romani  Citizens  
                                   (press release ERRC) 
 
29/9/2011- The European Roma Rights Centre (ERRC) sent a 
letter to Bulgarian authorities today, raising concerns about the 
anti-Roma violence and protests taking place across the country. 
Following the death of a young man who was hit by a vehicle on 
the night of 23 September in Katounitsa, south-east of Plovdiv, a 
Romani family was blamed and targeted by local residents. Anti-
Romani protests erupted, spreading to many Bulgarian cities in the 
subsequent days. The public demonstrations have involved racist 
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chants, the destruction of property, attacks against police and 
attempts to enter Romani neighbourhoods. Roma are reportedly 
afraid to leave their homes in some areas due to panic about the 
widespread insecurity.  
 
Calling for calm, the ERRC supported the vigorous investigation 
and prosecution of anyone responsible for the murder of the young 
man. The ERRC also urged Bulgarian authorities to undertake 
further measures to reduce the tension and end the anti-Romani 
protests in Bulgaria. The letter called for police and prosecute to 
investigate all crimes committed promptly and impartially, and to 
ensure that racial motivation is considered. ERRC Executive 
Director Dezideriu Gergely added: “We regret that far right groups 
are collectively blaming all Roma for one tragic murder and call on 
those responsible for the murder to be prosecuted to the fullest 
extent of the law. At the same time, we call on the Bulgarian 
authorities and police to act immediately to protect Romani 
citizens who fear for their safety.” 
 
© European Roma Rights Center 
***************************************************** 
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           Statement by ERIO Concerning the Ethnic Unrest     
                            Against Roma in Bulgaria  
 
30/9/2011- The European Roma Information Office (ERIO) is 
deeply concerned about the heightened ethnic tension against 
Roma taking place in Bulgaria since 24 September. Particularly, 
regarding the failure of the Bulgarian government to take the 
necessary measures to protect victims of these inter-ethnic attacks 
lead by far-right individuals. ERIO calls on the Bulgarian 
government to take an urgent and strong position against right-
wing extremism and incitement to hatred. The clashes started in 
the village of Katounitsa in the south of the country and quickly 
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spread to other towns. Anti-Roma demonstrations with shouting 
anti-Roma slogans have been organised through Facebook. The 
aim of such demonstrations is to incite hatred against Roma. Such 
racist discourses are a powerful fuel of anti-Gypsyism. Incitement 
to ethnic hatred is a crime under the Bulgarian law. As such, ERIO 
calls for a strong implementation of criminal law against racist and 
ethnic offences.  
 
Despite the challenges to any attempts to regulate Internet content, 
online hate incitement has to be properly addressed by authorities. 
Internet has become a powerful tool to organise attacks and 
groups. These groups that embrace and promote racist anti-Roma 
ideologies and strategies constitute a direct violation of the 
fundamental rights of this minority. Bulgarian authorities need to 
improve their response to racially-motivated violence against 
Roma. ERIO urges the Bulgarian government to implement the 
Framework Decision on combating racism and xenophobia. 
Bulgaria, being a member of the EU, is required to adopt a strategy 
for Roma inclusion until the end of this year. Given the current 
incidents, how can the government guarantee safety for Roma 
communities?   Ivan Ivanov, ERIO’s Executive Director, said: 
‘This is an unacceptable situation that goes against EU values of 
human rights and respect. It is urgent that the government react and 
send the message that racist hate crimes are punished in Bulgaria. I 
hope this is an isolated case and that it will disappear after the 
elections. Bulgarian society is generally tolerant. However, this 
image has been changing since nationalist parties have gained 
more support in Bulgaria. It is very dangerous when politicians 
play the ethnic card as a strategy to gain votes. Against the 
backdrop of rising right-wing extremist parties across Europe, it is 
imperative to guarantee equality and respect for human rights to all 
in Bulgaria.  
 
© European Roma Information Office (ERIO) 
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Bulgarian Gypsies Brace for Major Anti-Roma Protest 
 
30/9/2011- The Roma community in Bulgaria is preparing to 
defend themselves during a major anti-Roma protest to take place 
on Saturday, a leader of the Bulgarian Euroroma party said on 
Friday. "A major protest is to take place in downtown Sofia on 
Saturday, with football fans, right-wing radicals and bikers 
attending," said Tsvetelin Kanchev. He said that he had met with 
20 Roma leaders and they agreed on measures to defend 
themselves. Bulgaria was hit by small-scale but vigorous anti-
Roma rallies after the death of 19-year-old Angel Petrov in the 
village of Katunitsa in Central Bulgaria last Friday. Petrov was 
reportedly knocked over and killed by a minibus driven by a 
relative of a Roma clan leader Kirill Rashkov. Thousands of 
protesters - including nationalists and skinheads - rallied in 
Plovdiv, Varna, Sofia, Pleven, Burgas and other cities shortly after. 
Hundreds of people, armed with knives, baseball bats and sticks 
were detained. Bulgarian Deputy Interior Minister Veselin 
Vuchkov said about 900 police will be deployed to maintain public 
order during the protest. He said police would be tasked with 
keeping the protestors away from Roma districts and mosques.                             
 
© RIA Novosti 
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             Amnesty International Urges Bulgaria  
                   to Halt Attacks on Roma 
 
1/10/2012  - The human rights organization Amnesty International 
urges Bulgarian authorities to stop the escalation of violence, 
expressed in racially-motivated attacks against the Roma 
community in the country. "The Bulgarian authorities have the 
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obligation under international human rights law to ensure the 
security and the physical integrity of everyone, without any 
discrimination. They have to exercise due diligence to prevent, 
investigate, punish and provide redress for racially motivated 
crimes by private individuals or groups," a special declaration of 
the organization reads. Amnesty International further point out 
they are monitoring the situation and are urging Bulgarian 
authorities to put in place all the necessary measures to stop 
racially-motivated attacks against Roma and to duly investigate the 
racial motivation in attacks against Roma neighborhoods and 
individuals. "Allegations that law enforcement officers made no 
attempt to prevent the violence on 24 September should also be 
subject to a full and effective investigation, with the results made 
public and anyone found responsible brought to justice," according 
to the declaration.  
 
Tensions in Bulgaria were sparked by the September 23 murder of 
Bulgarian youngster, Angel Petrov, 19, who was deliberately run 
over by a minivan, driven, according to witnesses, by one of the 
relatives of notorious Roam boss from Katunitsa, Kiril Rashkov 
AKA Tsar Kiro. The murder led to massive protests of the ethnic 
Bulgarians in the village, where Tsar Kiro's mansions are located. 
They culminated Saturday night into the burning of Rashkov's 
properties by football hooligans from Plovdiv, which is near to 
Katunitsa, and by football club fans from the capital Sofia and the 
southern city of Stara Zagora. From Monday to Thursday night, 
protests followed in many major Bulgarian cities, including the 
capital Sofia. Nearly 350 people in total were arrested by the police 
after the two nights of rallies that involved what has been 
perceived as ethnic hatred. Bulgarian authorities have frozen 
Rashkov's assets and property while he is investigated on tax 
evasion charges, the revenue agency has confirmed. Interior 
Ministry Chief Secretary Kalin Georgiev told the morning 
broadcast of Nova TV channel Wednesday that Rashkov, AKA Tsar 
Kiro, has been arrested. On Friday the Regional Court in the town 

 



 

of Asenovgrad decided to keep Rashkov behind bars. 
                                                                                                                                        
© Novinite 
***************************************************** 
                         SLOVAKIA  
 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/8548417.stm  
Slovakia's separation barrier to keep out Roma 
                              Tuesday, 9 March 2010 
                By Nick Thorpe       BBC News, Ostrovany 
 
Elzbieta and Viera, mother and daughter, stand in their garden 
looking down at the Roma (Gypsy) children tobogganing 
hilariously in the last of the winter snows.  All that separates them 
is a wall - a new, white concrete wall, 150m (495ft) long, 2.2m tall. 
Beyond the wall stand the wattle-and-daub, mud-and-twig hovels 
where many Roma live here in Ostrovany, in eastern Slovakia.  "I 
don't mind them really," says Viera. "We tolerate them pretty well 
actually, considering they've built their homes on land which 
doesn't belong to them.  But I have one rule in our relations with 
them: don't do to others what you would not like done to yourself." 
 
She is talking about the theft of fruit, vegetables and even the 
metal fence posts from their gardens, which she and others blame 
on the Roma.  It went on for years, she says, until the local council 
responded to their complaints and spent 13,000 euros (£12,000) of 
public funds on the wall.  As a structure to keep a minority away 
from a majority, it has drawn parallels with an earlier wall between 
Roma and non-Roma in the Czech town of Usti nad Labem, and 
even with the Berlin Wall and Israel's separation barrier. 
 
Elzbieta and Viera say their goods were stolen for years  But what 
is new in Ostrovany is that the Roma now form the majority - 
exactly two-thirds of the population.  Up on the main road, a 
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troupe of Roma children, accompanied by their teachers, walk 
back from school, laughing and joking. Dobry den! they call in 
chorus. "Good day!”  
 
"The wall does not segregate the Roma, nor does it limit their 
access to main roads or services," says Cyril Revak, Mayor of 
Ostrovany. He has grown wary of the stream of journalists who 
have come knocking at his door this winter, but softens slightly as 
we speak.   "The only criticism I am willing to accept, is that 
public money was used to protect private property. But public 
money is also used to help the Roma. We help some people one 
day, others the next."  Down in the Roma ghetto, Petr Kaleja's 
shack is the closest to the wall.  "We just woke up one morning and 
saw them building it," he grumbles. "Why couldn't they use the 
money to build us a decent home instead?" His shack looks from 
the outside like an exhibit from a rural history museum. Sticks held 
together with clayey mud, without door or windows, and just a 
blanket over the entrance.  Inside he lives with his young wife and 
baby daughter. Melting snow drips steadily into a filthy bucket, 
through a hole in the makeshift roof.  There is an ancient television 
- "it actually works!" he grins - a dangling light bulb, and a 
battered wood-burning stove in the corner, throwing out some heat. 
 
When we first met Mr Kaleja, he was pulling a load of freshly cut 
wood on a sledge from a nearby privately owned forest. There is 
no wall around that - yet.  Petr Kaleja's home is little more than 
logs and mud.  The family live on 170 euros a month, which Mr 
Kaleja's wife gets in child benefit.  Mr Kaleja, 21, is waiting for 
the weather to improve, before he goes back to the capital, 
Bratislava, to try to get work laying pipes.  "We blame communism 
for a lot of things," says Mayor Revak, "but one thing that was 
good in those times, was the obligation to work.  "Instead of that, 
today people have grown dependent on the state. All they need 
each month is two signatures - at the labour office, when they sign 
on, and at the post office, when they pick up their welfare 

 



 

payments."  Then he talks about the loan sharks who afflict the 
Roma community - charging 100% a month. "Everyone knows it's 
happening, but no one wants to testify," says the mayor. "And 
without victims, the police can't do anything."   
 
Back in the Roma ghetto, the children sledge down the hill next to 
the wall, on every bit of cardboard, wood or plastic they can find.  
The grown-ups worry about the wall. All the children worry about 
is the snow - melting away before that last, daredevil ride. 
                                                                                                                                 
©  BBC 
***************************************************** 
                   CZECH REPUBLIC 
 
http://www.sanfranciscosentinel.com/?p=78820 
Neo-Nazis Burned 2-Year Old Gypsy Girl  
in Arson Attack 
CNN 
 
VIKTOV, Czech Republic — Natalka Kudrikova is a bright-eyed, 
three-year-old girl recovering from the severe burns she suffered 
when far-right extremists threw a Molotov cocktail into her home.  
Her family and authorities say she was targeted because they are 
Roma, or gypsies. Natalka lost 80 percent of her skin, two fingers 
(a third was later amputated) and spent months lying in an induced 
coma following the attack last year in Vitkov, in the Czech 
Republic. She is still recuperating after 14 major surgeries.  In 
May, Natalka returned to Ostrava Hospital for rehabilitation 
sessions so that one day she may be able to get around without 
support. “I’d rather not take her back to the hospital,” said her 
mother, Anna Sivakova, “but if she must return, my dream is that 
she learns how to walk without any help.” 
 
The very next day, four young men accused of attacking Natalka, 
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filed into Ostrava District Court to hear the indictment: a racially 
motivated attempted murder. According to the prosecutor, the 
attack was planned for the 120th anniversary of Adolf Hitler’s 
birth. Court experts confirmed swastikas and other Nazi 
memorabilia were found in the defendants’ homes.  In court, Ivo 
Muller and Vaclav Cojocaru described their coordinated Molotov 
cocktail attack. Their only excuse — they said they thought they 
were attacking an empty storehouse of stolen goods.  Under cross-
examination, Muller and Cojocaru admitted attending anti-
Roma demonstrations organized by right wing extremists.  The 
other defendants, Jaromir Lukes and David Vaculik, did not take 
the stand. Lukes is accused of being the ringleader, a claim his 
defense counsel strongly denies although he concedes Lukes drove 
the getaway car. His lawyer also vehemently denies there was any 
racial motivation to the attack.  An anti-fascist website published a 
photo of Lukes walking next to the leader of the far-right Workers’ 
Party. Another photo showed Vaculik wearing the armband of the 
Workers’ Party, the public face of the Czech far right. The leader of 
the now banned Workers’ Party, Tomas Vandas, denied any 
involvement. “Yes, we may have used those people as organizers 
of our public meetings but how could we know they would commit 
a crime?” said Vandas. “I hope Natalka gets better soon,” he added. 
 
Miroslav Mares, from Masaryk University in Brno, is the leading 
academic specialist on Czech extremist groups.  He thinks it’s 
unlikely that the Workers’ Party was directly involved in the arson 
attack, but he says they were responsible “for inflaming anti-Roma 
sentiment.  Maybe some youngsters from the neo-Nazi scene said 
to themselves, ‘If the whole population is against Romas we are 
justified in carrying out such attacks,’” he said.  And surveys do 
show anti-Roma sentiment is widespread. The European Union 
EURoma website says Czech Romas endure extremely high 
unemployment rates, low educational standards, isolation, and the 
prejudices of the majority population.  “In regions with high 
unemployment and poor social conditions, the rise of extremism is 

 



 

popular with unemployed young men but we can see more and 
more women on the neo-Nazi scene,” Marek said.  Lucie Slegrova, 
20, is a flag-waving militant of the now renamed Workers’ Social 
Justice Party. She denies her party is inspired by Hitler’s Nazi 
ideology.  Instead, she says, they follow their own nationalist ideas. 
“The Czech Republic should be for people who know how to 
behave. If the gypsies don’t want to follow the rules, they’re free to 
leave,” she said.   Only one percent of Czech voters supported the 
Workers’ Social Justice Party in the last elections, but Czech Prime 
Minister Jan Fischer worries that 7 percent of Czech students voted 
for the far-right party, according to an unofficial nationwide poll.  
“A lot of people are frustrated with politicians, and have troubles 
due to the crisis and recession. My message to them is please think 
it over and don’t believe these very bad prophets,” Fischer said.  
The far-right movement has made bigger gains in neighboring 
Hungary where 17 percent of voters chose the Jobbik party in the 
last elections.  Violence has been much worse as well. In the last 
two years, nine Roma have been killed in Hungary in 
unprovoked night-time attacks, according to the European 
Roma Rights Centre (ERRC). 
 
Roma bashing also became an issue in the Slovakian election 
campaign. The far right Slovak National Party commissioned 
billboards showing a dark-skinned man with tattoos and an 
inflammatory message: “Vote SNS so we don’t feed those who 
don’t want to work.”  In eastern Slovakia many Roma live in 
segregated communities like the village of Ostrovany where 
municipal authorities spent some $16,000 to build a wall 
separating the Roma from their white neighbors, because of fears 
of “alleged Roma crime,” said Stanislav Daniel from ERRC.  “To 
me the wall is a symbol of segregation because public finances 
were used to target a stereotype, not what’s real,” Daniel said.   
The wall separates a tidy town from a rural slum. Roma, living 
right next to the wall, have no sewage or garbage collection and 
there’s just one tap with drinking water for dozens of families. 

 



 

 
Back in the Czech Republic, Natalka’s father, Pavel Kudrik, has 
chosen to stay in the region and rebuild a comfortable home for his 
wife and four daughters.  After police asserted that Natalka’s 
family were victims of a racist attack, many Czechs opened their 
wallets and their hearts.  Prime Minister Fischer’s wife and son 
spearheaded a nationwide campaign to help them — a move that 
led to the Fischer family having full-time police protection after 
they received anonymous death threats.    But the current climate is 
not the only reason Fischer wants to clamp down on right wing 
extremism.  Everyone in his family died in the Holocaust except 
for his father and grandmother. “Sixty-five years after WWII, the 
societal memory is getting weak,” he said.   And Roma activists 
complain that recognition of their sacrifices under the Nazis has 
never been properly acknowledged. Half-a-million Roma perished 
in what they call the “Devouring” — Hitler’s campaign to 
eliminate them as a people. 
 
Last May, several hundred Czech Roma gathered at a memorial for 
the victims of the Lety concentration camp. Hundreds of Czech 
Roma children died there and are buried nearby in a mass grave.  
Jan Vrba is one of the camp’s last survivors. He was born there. 
His sister perished there.  “What happened in Vitkov made me 
cry”, said Jan.  “Little Natalka reminded me of my sister who died 
in this camp.” 
                                                                                                                                             
© CNN 
***************************************************** 
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           Amnesty International says Czech schools  
                still fail Roma Gypsies 
                            Wednesday, 13 January 2010 
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Amnesty International says education can be a way to end 
discrimination against Roma Czech schools are still riddled with 
"systematic discrimination" that ensures Roma children get an 
inferior education, Amnesty International says.  The human rights 
group has called on the Czech Republic to end what it calls racial 
segregation in schools.  It says Roma (Gypsy) children are often 
sent to schools for children with mental disabilities.  In 2007 the 
European Court of Human Rights said this violated the right of 
Roma children to a full education.  Amnesty  International  says 
although the Czech government in 2005 changed the name of these 
"special schools" to "practical elementary schools", "the system 
which places children in these schools and teaches a limited 
curriculum essentially remains the same".  In some places, it says, 
Roma children make up more than 80% of the students of practical 
elementary schools.  Roma children who do stay in mainstream 
schools tend to end up in classes full of other Roma, as white 
parents will often move their children elsewhere, says the BBC's 
Rob Cameron in Prague.    Unless the Czech authorities give them 
equal opportunities, they will be denying Romani children their 
chances for a better future   
 
Amnesty International report: These Roma-only schools often 
provide a lesser curriculum. All this, says Amnesty, reduces 
children's prospects of finding decent employment in the future, 
and reinforces their sense of social exclusion. Nicola Duckworth, 
Amnesty International's Europe and Central Asia programme 
director, said: "Education is the way out of a vicious circle of 
poverty and marginalisation that affects a large part of the Roma 
population in the country.  "Unless the Czech authorities give them 
equal opportunities, they will be denying Romani children their 
chances for a better future and full participation in the life of the 
country."  The BBC has yet to receive a response to the report from 
the Czech government.  Previously, it has admitted to difficulties 
integrating the Roma community but has argued that since its 
schools were not set up specifically for Roma children, the system 

 



 

was not discriminatory. 
                                                                                                                                              
© BBC 
***************************************************** 
                              SERBIA  
 
http://www.cnn.com/2012/01/12/world/europe/vice-guide-to-
balkans/index.html 
            Kosovo gypsies living in 'toxic' camps 
                              by Thomas Morton, VICE 
                   updated 6:33 PM EST, Thu January 12, 2012 
 
Editor's note: The staff at CNN.com has been intrigued by the 
journalism of VICE, an independent media company and Web site 
based in Brooklyn, New York. The reports, which are produced 
solely by VICE, reflect a very transparent approach to journalism, 
where viewers are taken along on every step of the reporting 
process. We believe this unique reporting approach is worthy of 
sharing with our CNN.com readers. 
                                            
VICE ARTICLE BEGINS HERE: 
 
Brooklyn, New York (VICE.COM) -- While the average 
American's understanding of the conflict in Kosovo is a simple, 
two-sided Sneetch-battle between the mountainous region's 
dominant Serbian minority and oppressed Albanian majority, the 
reality is a lot more convoluted than a Wikipedia page or morning 
radio parody of the Beach Boys' "Kokomo" can accurately convey. 
In addition to the Serbs in the north and Albanians in the south, 
Kosovo is host to a pizza pie of smaller ethnic groups like Gorans, 
Illyrians, and Roma scattered in enclaves throughout the entire 
country.   
 
During the 1998-1999 war, as the Serbian Yugoslav Army and 

 



 

NATO-backed Albanian Kosovo Liberation Army vied with each 
other to see who could rack up the most atrocities, these sub-
minorities were victims of a disproportionate amount of collateral 
brutality. Especially the Kosovo Roma, more widely known as 
"gypsies." Of the 250,000 people displaced from their homes by 
the fighting, an estimated 90,000 were Roma, a figure which is a 
little more jarring when you realize the region's total Romani 
population is just a little north of 100,000.  To help them deal with 
the refugee problem, the United Nations invited Paul Polansky, an 
American activist for gypsy rights, then working in Prague, to the 
city of Mitrovica to act as a liaison for the burgeoning community 
of Roma's so-called Internally Displaced People.  "The UN were 
having gypsies running into schoolhouses seeking shelter from the 
Albanians who were chasing them out of their homes," says 
Polansky from his house in Southern Serbia. "And so they opened 
a few Internally Displaced People camps, but they didn't know 
how to work with the gypsies, so they needed an expert to actually 
move into the camps to live with them and advise them. That's 
what they brought me to Kosovo to do."   
 
Polansky was immediately unimpressed by the conditions at the 
camp he moved into an old French army barracks called Osterode.  
"There were about 1,800 tents put up by the 23rd Pioneer 
Regiment of the British Army. They were put on toxic wasteland. 
The land itself was lower than the road coming into the camp and 
so when it rained there was water in all the tents. The only food 
they were given was flour and beans. They needed water to cook 
with but there was no water for cooking, no water for cleaning, and 
when I complained to the UN they said, 'Well, these are gypsies, 
they know how to look after themselves.' It was a constant fight 
just to get them to deliver water. We were not guaranteed any 
security. The Albanians were attacking the camp. We had children 
die because UN police refused to take them to hospital"   
 
Despite Polansky's efforts, conditions at the Osterode camp 

 



 

continued to deteriorate. The British regiment in charge of 
protecting the camp was withdrawn and children began to show 
symptoms of health effects from the campsite's proximity to 
dumping grounds for industrial waste.  "In 1999, some Danish 
soldiers on patrol in Mitroviza had shown symptoms of lead 
poisoning," Polansky told us. "So their blood was taken, and it 
came back they had extremely high levels of lead poisoning. So in 
the summer of 2000, a UN medical team took blood tests all over 
Mitrovica. They found the highest lead levels were in the gypsy 
camps because they had been built on the tailings stands of the 
mines and the pollution from the smelter drifted right over their 
camp. Their blood samples were sent to a lab in Belgium and it 
was found that the children in these camps had the highest lead 
levels in medical literature."  Eventually Polansky got fed up with 
the UN's administration of the camps (or lack thereof), cut his ties 
with the organization, and led a large group of gypsies on a protest 
march to the Macedonian border.  The UN responded to his 
accusations of negligence, saying it was investigating the matter 
and that they "do not think that it would be useful to discuss the 
matter at this time, given that the the review of this matter is 
ongoing."  We were curious how this "matter" was going, so we 
decided to stop by the camp and talk to some of the residents who 
still haven't been evacuated from the site that is killing their 
children. Twelve years down the road. 
 
COMMENTS 
mat92 
wow, and the UN is supposed to help people. bull sh t. i don't even 
know why it exists, why waste money on an organization that does 
nothing at all??? 
* 
mat92 
yeah, i agree the UN does more harm than good. it should be 
banned. 
* 

 



 

xulescu 
the UN destroyed Yugoslavia and created a muslim state in Europe. 
also killed christians 
* 
expee 
The very first sentence of this article still gives an impression to  
"the average American" that Kosovo is still dominated by Serbian 
minority, while Albanian minority is (still) oppressed. Because that   
average American probably forgot there ever was a conflict in 
Kosovo, if he ever knew, or what Kosovo is. This so-called 
journalist, Thomas  Morton, has some serious holes in his 
storytelling, and I'm not talking  about this article. But I guess 
that's the price we have to pay when we want to compress a 
millennium in a 5-minute youtube video, that's also supposed to be 
witty and entertaining. 
 * 
Camron22 
The Kosovars complained about the Serbs but treat their minorities 
even worse. Not surprising I guess. Everyone is the bully when in 
the majority 
* 
Timashuk 
Well, that's what they do I guess, move around. So the  
displacement, although unfortunate, couldn't be seen as completely 
unfamiliar to them. After all, Gypsies typically are extremely 
mobile people, it doesn't excuse atrocities committed against them 
however. 
* 
IWolfLegion 
A lots of Amerikans on here defending the Albanians huh? they 
who want a Greater Albania? and  Albanians who live in poverty? 
that's surprising. 
* 
rightfield 
i get so tired of reading about ethnic discrimination -anywhere - 

 



 

especially when it hurts kids freakin sad and our country supported  
the albanians in kosovo makes me wanna puke . by the way if you 
google live leaks - the islamics were just as bad if not worse to 
torturing the serbs - but our ffffed up bias news never reports 
anything un islamic . 
* 
gorillajim  lol delete my comment defending gypsies 
* 
caliwoman 
I met some ex-yugoslavian Roma people here in LA.. even though 
they have all the opportunities, they stick together, leave school 
very early, marry super early (14 or so).. I was shocked. Even here 
they live in their own world. 
* 
xulescu 
Roma is the capital of Italy. rrom, roma, romani are fake names. 
given to sinti indians. bye bye 
* 
WanderlustMisfit, ... for Liberty is the Fulcrum upon which our 
Angels and Demons sit. -- Limit choice and you limit the worth of 
the individual. all recent immigrants, when they live together in 
small communities, live in 'their own worlds'. it's why we have 
little china's and hong kong's and italy's.  It's pretty cool though, 
like walking down the street and all of a sudden your in yugoslav! 
* 
VMcBehan 
Interesting stuff! Awesome to see Vice being posted here. 
* 
tinwatchman 
I've always been curious about why more Romani haven't 
immigranted to the United States, considering what things are like 
for them in Europe. 
* 
xulescu 
what a great ideea .take `em all give them shelter and money and 

 



 

keep them there. please .and btw they`re gypsies not romani. 
there`s no place for the word 'romani' in the english language. stop 
readin wikipedia 
* 
bobbymonster 
hey tinwatchman, 
there are a lot more here than you think.  Roma have the advantage 
of having lived in Europe for several centuries and many are 
difficult to tell apart from their neighbors.  Combine this ability 
with the negative stereotypes about Roma and it's not uncommon 
at all for Roma to claim Serbian, Albanian, Greek, or other 
heritage.  One of my dad's best friends from when he was growing 
up in the former Yugoslavia was Roma.  When his family left 
Yugoslavia, they simply told everyone in Germany (where they 
went) that they were Yugoslavs rather than admit (and face the 
consequences of) their Roma heritage.  It wouldn't shock me if this 
is the case in the United States as well. 
* 
stevenabb500 
Roma are thieves... pick pockets and trouble. Go ahead and goggle 
" Roma street crime " and you will see exactly why Europeans 
don't care 2 cents for these people. 
* 
Xulescu  they`re gypsies not roma. Roma is the capital of Italy 
* 
IWolfLegion 
Ah are you defending the Albanian Kosovo Liberation Army? a 
well know  terrorist group of the 90s? and the  Albanian 
Nationalists who who wnt a greater Albania?? 
* 
Ytuque  Tin, your comment shows no understanding of Roma 
culture. 
*tinwatchman 
stevenabb500 - Gee. What reason could people who have 
absolutely nothing have for stealing? 

 



 

* 
JoePub If they would just stop putting werewolf curses on 
everybody then we could all get along much better. 
* 
StickyMess  Actually Ironcrown, if you shop in some Home Depot 
stores, you can find Mexican Coca-Cola, which is made with cane 
sugar instead of high-fructose corn syrup. 
* 
ironcrown And I wish Soda companies would stop using corn 
syrup and bring back cane sugar. It probably ain't going to happen. 
* 
Rwhitefangs I think it's because the UN is afraid to build another 
"Israel" for the Romani...and it's because the UN is just a 
handmaiden for the US/UK 
* 
Xulescu  gypsies are indians their country is India. get your facts 
straight 
* 
ironcrown  That is quite inaccurate and offensive!  Handmaidens 
get much, much more done. 
* 
JoshLucas Why don't they just give them their own country? 
* 
xulescu    they have one .it`s called India. 
* 
ironcrown 
OtvoriteOci   I can't speak for discrimination in central Europe. 
What little contact I've had with them has been mostly in South 
America (If  recall correctly, the Portuguese "dumped" them all off 
in Brazil at some point in the middle ages).  There seems to be 
slightly less organized prejudice against them down there, but even 
then, it has started to form. 
* 
OtvoriteOci 
ironcrown: Very well stated. When you add in the codified 

 



 

discrimination that targets the Romani in central Europe, the 
twilight zone of their existence is complete. Very complex 
problem, indeed. 
* 
ironcrown 
JoshLucas .... Ignoring the stereotype spewing stupidity below, 
there are a few reasons that nobody want to give the Romani their 
own country.  First and foremost, they don't really want it. They've 
always been a semi nomadic people, always will be.  Second, that 
land has to come from somewhere, and NO nation wants to give up 
land: You have to either buy it at a steep price or take it. 3rd, even 
if you do get the land, you still need a nomadic, autonomous, and 
fiercely independent people to form a government. And finally, 
you need to convince the world to recognize it as and independent 
nation. No established country will do that for free; they'll ask for 
something in return, more than what a nation of Romani can 
provide.  And some nations and cultures have such a deep rooted 
hate and prejudice for these people that they will see establishing a 
nation of them as a pretext for war or genocide. 
* 
Podunda  I keep hearing that "gypsy" is a derogatory term.  Is that 
true? 
* 
xulescu 
no it isn`t they called themselves Egyptians to confuse Europeans 
hence the ethnic therm Gypsy.  it is not derogatory. the name 'roma' 
is void and abusive. also invented to be confused with romanians 
in 1995. . they come from India and they are from a tribe called 
"sinti" 
* 
ytuque  Any term used to describe the Roma will become a 
pejorative. 
* 
OtvoriteOci 
Yes. The term 'Gypsy' is rooted in the Western misunderstanding 

 



 

that the Romani originated in Egypt, when they actually originated 
in northern India. It is considered perjorative by Romani in the 
Balkans. 
* 
 desertarea 
During seven years living in several Mediterranean countries I had 
a number of experiences with Gypsy culture. None were good. 
Discrimination against Gypsies will never stop until the self-
determined separation by Gypsies from society at large ends. They 
are against education, particularly of girls. They are inordinately 
involved in petty crimes, and denying this will prolong the 
discrimination. The Gypsy communities must change. The 
complaints of other communities against Gypsies must be taken 
seriously and not just be "politically correct" condemnation of 
those complaints. Only then will the Gypsies find peace and a 
place in the larger community. 
* 
OtvoriteOci 
No, I'm not of Roma descent. I am a social scientist and 
humanitarian aid operative with 15 years' direct experience with 
Romani throughout the Balkans, with particular interest in their 
access to public education. Likewise, you are certainly entitled to 
your opinion, but I found that deeply engaging Romani language 
and culture fostered a different perspective, at least for me. 
* 
desertarea 
OtvoriteOci: I assume you are of Gypsy/Roma descent and, if so, I 
respect your right to reply. However, I stand by my comment 
above, that the Roma must embrace universal education and 
renounce the petty frauds and crimes which have been a part of the 
culture for centuries. This must be accompanied by the prevention 
of illegal acts against Gpysies, guilty or innocent. That is for the 
justice system to decide and handle. Sadly, I do not believe this 
will happen in my lifetime. 
* 

 



 

OtvoriteOci 
The complex history of discrimination against the Romani in 
central and eastern Europe spans ten centuries. It has not always 
been the fault of the Romani, as is usually the case with oppressed 
minorities. 
* 
all42    and that about sums it up! 
* 
AngelaCA 
the reason that is hard to deal with gypsies is that they do not 
establish themselves in one place, its all over Europe same old 
story.  they do not work, they do not like to go to school.  it is hard 
to help them.  the reason that cnn writes abt it is cos its in the 
middle of europe and im sure europeans dont know what to do 
with them…rather than that every 8 seconds in Africa a child dies, 
that is a scary story.    (I have to just take a moment of silence and 
think about the information being imparted in this article.  By the 
placement of this camp (not the free choice of the gypsies), babies 
have been born onto poisoned land.  Children have grown up on it.  
Aid workers get sick after just a short stay.  And  this woman 
AngelaCA wants us to ignore it, because #1 gypsies don’t work and 
#2 they don‘t go to school.  So let’s just think about Africa’s 
children.)  
* 
eternalBliss  Reminds me of small pox blankets… 
* 
eternalBliss  VICE is probably doing the best journalism in the 
world right now. 
* 
eternalBliss 
"Gypsies" of all backgrounds have always been persecuted by 
central governments... if not the victims of direct or indirect 
genocides.. this is what happens when you do not conform to the 
relevant establishment... Native Americans.. Aborigines... Kurds .. 
the list is long... 

 



 

* 
lizzoc78 
This is so tragic, they are trapped on toxic land? The Kosovo 
government must help these people, or outside human rights 
agencies must step in and address this matter. 
Like 
*  
all42 ete - gov?  why do "we" or anyone need a gov to take care of 
us? 
* 
eternalBliss  Ha... that would be ideal.. but a bit naive to the 
realities of governments... 
*  
Guest    Great story. Please keep them coming CNN! 
* 
Mcpoutine  DARLINGHEART: Darkness in the Balkans (and my 
heart) 
*  
m1ked 
The Gorans can be difficult to deal with. I have a special 
understanding with them (for killing a dragon in their sacred fire 
temple, long ago). 
* 
Trimi 
Good that someone is doing a report on this region of Europe, 
however I have to say it seems one sided. Even if the information 
is correct, there is no discussion about the reasons why the gypsies 
are being treated the way they are. When the Albanians were being 
massacred, how was it so that the gypsies were not? Did they take 
part in looting, stealing? Why is this man speaking in Serbian and 
not Albanian? It cannot be so that after the crisis the Albanians turn 
on them out of the blue. The living conditions are horrible, 
however it has to be said that the level of extreme poverty in 
Kosova is 40%, meaning that there are Albanians who are not 
Gypsies living in even worse conditions. 

 



 

* 
Trimi 
all I am saying is that this is not only centered to the gypsies but 
also all Kosovars. It's nation wide problem. @ andrey65, think 
outside the box, don't eat everything they feed you :) 
*  
Andrey65 
to response2cnn... and sell human organs they extract from 
Serbians they abduct. Probably not any more - after all they only 
did that to finance their fight against Serbian oppressors. So they 
should certainly create better conditions for these gypsies and feed 
them better - in case they will have to renew production of organs 
to finance probably some of their important social projects. After 
all, they have got people on the top who already have the 
experience of organising and running that business... 
*response2cnn 
Albanians never loot or steal?  I'll have to let my Albanian friends 
know, they are the first to tell you that Albanians loot and steal as 
well as gypsies. 
*jonnyApt3b 
As disconnected and on the fringe as gypsies are, they are still 
people and they still have rights. Go get'em gypsies! 
* 
Guest  Another great vice guide. Thanks for posting this cnn. 
* 
Jimboob  The Gypsie cried... 
*  
Dizone  this is intense and sad, but gypsies are still terrifying. 
*  
Xulescu  they`re not Roma they`re gypsies, indians, nomads. 
Roma is the capital of Italy  
*response2cnn 
It's interesting that even in the US, many first and second 
generation Europeans discriminate against the Roma.  My son has 
been discriminated against because of Roma lineage. 
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SERBIA MUST HALT FORCED EVICTION  
OF 250 FAMILIES 
26 April 2012 
 
More than a thousand people, over 250 Roma families, who live in 
Belvil settlement in Belgrade were told yesterday that they would 
be evicted on Thursday morning.  
  
                                             ~ ~ ~  
  
UPDATE: Forced evictions commenced this morning. The first 
group of residents have been put on buses. Others are clearing out 
their homes.  If the eviction proceeds today, the Belgrade City 
authorities will be blatantly flouting international standards that 
Serbia is party to, Amnesty International said. 
  
Nicolas Beger, Director of Amnesty International's European 
Institutions Office said: “The city authorities have failed to provide 
information, adequate notice or consulted people on the plans for 
evictions. People interviewed by Amnesty International said that 
they had not even been told why they are being evicted."   The 
Roma families, some of whom are registered as residents of 
Belgrade and others who are Internally Displaced Persons from 
Kosovo, were told yesterday they will be resettled in metal 
containers in four segregated settlements. Three of these 
resettlement sites are far away from the city and their sources of 
work.    People who are not registered as residents of Belgrade are 
being returned to their original municipalities, with dubious 
promises that they will be provided support.   “People were handed 

 



 

slips of paper telling them which container settlement they would 
be moved to," Nicolas Beger continued. "This makes a mockery of 
the international requirements of adequate notice and consultation 
and the city must cancel the eviction and put in a place a 
consultation process which adheres to human right standards." 
  
The European Commission, which has committed to providing 3.5 
million euro to provide permanent housing for Belvil residents, 
must immediately call on the Belgrade city authorities to cancel the 
eviction and start a proper process of consultation with the 
residents of Belvil.   “The European Commission must be 
unequivocal that any financial support is contingent on the city 
complying with international safeguards," said Nicolas Beger.  
"There must be no mixed messages suggesting that the European 
Commission condones the Belgrade city authorities' blatantly 
flawed process for carrying out this eviction." 
  
Families in the community are fearful about what will happen to 
them, particularly to people with health issues and their children, if 
the flawed eviction plans go ahead.  
  
"They are going to demolish the house on Thursday," said a 50-
year-old man from southern Serbia. He and his wife have lived in 
Belvil for the past six years. "I don't know where I will go. I will 
sleep in the park, in the street during the summer - I don't know 
what I will do in winter." 
 
© Amnesty International  
***************************************************** 
http://www.balkaninsight.com/en/article/roma-eviction-sullies-
belgrade-s-image 
 
              Roma Eviction Sullies Belgrade’s Image 
    07 MAY 12 / 08:12:34     By  Gordana Andric BIRN Belgrade 

 

http://www.balkaninsight.com/en/article/roma-eviction-sullies-belgrade-s-image
http://www.balkaninsight.com/en/article/roma-eviction-sullies-belgrade-s-image


 

 
Mass eviction of Roma families from capital’s Belville settlement 
casts poor light on Serbia’s respect for international laws on human 
rights.   Many families were not sure where they were being taken 
from Belgrade.  More than a thousand people have quietly packed 
their belongings and got on buses that drove them far from their 
old homes in Belgrade in the last few days.  At least half were not 
sure where they were being taken.   In a drive to clean up the city, 
the Belgrade authorities evicted about 250 Roma families from the 
informal settlement in New Belgrade called Belville on April 26. 
The families were only informed they were being taken away two 
days earlier.  About 110 of the families - either official residents of 
the capital or with the status of Kosovo refugees - were relocated 
to metal container homes in suburbs far from the city centre.  
Another 112 families were sent back to their places of origin, 
mainly in southern Serbia.  “My family got to go to Makis in a 
settlement that’s in the middle of nowhere,” one Roma said.   “Six 
of us will share one metal container. I don’t want to go but do I 
have a choice? No. It’s like we are not human. I am Roma and I am 
a human being and I am a citizen of Serbia.” 
 
As he is being sent to Makis, a settlement some 40 minutes far 
from the city centre, he is comparatively lucky.  Families sent out 
of Belgrade haven’t been provided with metal containers.  A dozen 
other families were sent to Dren, a settlement some 20 kilometres 
from Belgrade. Most had no idea where they were going, as no one 
had explained to them where Dren actually is.  “That settlement is 
terrible. You go off from the main road, turn left and enter a 
swamp,” Danilo Curcic from the NGO Praxis, which monitored 
the eviction, said.  “One part of the swamp is dried and they have 
put containers there. It is in a Belgrade municipality, but it is not 
Belgrade. It’s an hour from the city,” he added. “I don’t know what 
these people can do for work there.” 
 
Families sent back to other cities across Serbia haven’t even been 

 



 

provided with metal containers, nor did they all know where they 
were going.  “I don’t know, I think it’s in Bornik and I think mum 
and dad are from there, but they don’t know where we are going to 
sleep,” one eight-year-old boy said, mispronouncing the town 
where he is being sent.  His grandfather, a thin Roma in an old but 
clean suit and hat, helplessly raised his hands in the air and 
shrugged, as if he had nothing to add.About 40 families are 
supposed to go to Bojnik, one of the poorest municipalities in 
southern Serbia. But six of the families never got on the buses that 
carried the other families to this distant town. Almost all who went 
said they were not planning to stay.  “I left Bojnik as I did not have 
anything to do there and couldn’t earn any money,” said 45-year-
old Sefik.  “Nothing has changed; there is no way I’ll be able to 
support my family in Bojnik.”  Representatives of the city in 
charge of the eviction told the families being sent from Belgrade 
that they will be provided with a one-time grant of 20,000 dinars 
[€200].  They said the local authorities where they have been sent 
would inform them about their prospects for accommodation and 
jobs.  But families from Belville were not consulted prior to their 
eviction. They also had no access to legal aid. Human rights NGOs 
say that the metal containers are substandard.  “By law even 
prisoners are entitled to four square feet of space, while six 
members of one family from Belville are put in a metal container 
measuring 15 square metres,” Curcic from Praxis said.   
 
Belgrade Mayor Dragan Djilas, who was also present at the 
eviction, said the authorities aimed to improve conditions both for 
the Roma and their neighbours.  “This is a question of law and 
respect of the rules in Belgrade and anyone who does not comply 
will be penalised,” Djilas said.  The Belville operation is the 17th 
forced eviction in Belgrade since 2009. According to Amnesty 
International, none has been conducted with due respect for human 
rights.  “The Serbian government is flagrantly violating 
international law by allowing the Belgrade city authorities to carry 
out this eviction,” John Dalhuisen, Amnesty International’s Europe 

 



 

and Central Asia Director, said.  Both Amnesty and local NGOs 
maintain that the evictions conducted by Belgrade authorities are 
not a permanent solution to the problem.  Although the Belgrade 
authorities say they cannot spend money on social housing for 
Roma families while many other Belgraders lack apartments, the 
Belgrade Centre for Human Rights says providing social housing 
is, in fact, cheaper than metal containers.   “A simple calculation 
shows that social housing for about 100 Belville families would 
cost about half of a million euro while the city paid about a million 
for the metal containers,” the Belgrade Centre for Human Rights 
said.  “Containers also can’t be used forever and in two or three 
years they will be useless.”  NGOs say the government should 
adopt an action plan or a law that would set better standards for 
such resettlements. 
 
Amnesty International, meanwhile, has launched an initiative that 
aim to outlaw forced evictions. 
“We reiterate our call for a law which would prohibit forced 
evictions and stipulate safeguards for all evictions to prevent the 
blatant breach of international law we have seen again in Belville,” 
wrote Amnesty after the carrying out of the eviction operation. 
                                                                                                                            
©  Balkan Insight 
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                              ISRAEL  
 
http://www.jpost.com/ChristianInIsrael/Comment/Article.aspx?id=
260235  
Hidden Gypsies of Jerusalem 
03/03/2012 03:07   By PETRA VAN DER ZANDE 
 
Jerusalem is a mosaic of diverse religious and ethnic communities, 
including small minorities that live largely separated to 
themselves, , but most Israelis are unaware of the presence of 
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Gypsies. Nestled in the Old City and a few outlying neighborhoods 
are members of a unique non-Arab community that have much in 
common with the Jewish majority but have had trouble fitting into 
Israeli society. These are the hidden Gypsies of Jerusalem. 
 
The Gypsy clans in Jerusalem tend to be reclusive, largely due to 
the relentless persecution they have faced during their long 
sojournings over the centuries. Thus, they normally shy away from 
any media attention, but The Christian Edition was recently 
granted access to this small, unseen community.   Even most 
Israelis are totally unaware of their presence.  “I didn’t even know 
there were Gypsies in Israel!” admitted Omri Kibiri, a Jewish 
lawyer who is now involved in advocating their cause.  
 
For over 400 years, Jerusalem has been home to a few hundred 
families from the Middle East branch of Gypsies, known as the 
Domari. In the 1800s, they lived mainly in tents in the Wadi Joz 
neighborhood, just outside the ancient city walls. Over the past 
century, however, many gradually moved inside the Old City, to 
the Burj Laq Laq neighborhood (Alley of the Stork Tower), near 
the Lion’s Gate. Today, the Old City’s Domari community consists 
of about 150 families or 2,000 individuals, who live in low-
standard housing.  Meanwhile, other local Domari families have 
resettled in Arab villages on the outskirts of Jerusalem and in 
Samaria and Gaza. By now, most have exchanged their tents for 
homes, albeit cramped ones. They usually live together with their 
extended family, which can include several generations under one 
roof. 
 
Scholars have differing views about their origin. The old English 
term “Gypsy” (or “Gipsy”) suggests they originated in Egypt. 
Gypsies, however, are a distinct ethnic group whose various 
languages and dialects share a common origin – India.  Still, there 
are competing legends about their wandering past. One legend has 
it that in 227 CE the Gypsies moved from India into Persia, where 

 



 

they were mostly known as musicians and dancers.  Later Greek 
and Arab conquests resulted in several more migrations for the 
Gypsies, who broke off in two directions – towards Europe and the 
Middle East. Those in Western Europe are known today as the 
Rom or Romani, while those found in Eastern Europe and Armenia 
are called the Lom or Lomari. In the Middle East, they call 
themselves the Dom or Domari. 
 
Today, the Gypsy world population is estimated at more than 40 
million people.  Gypsies, like the Jewish people, are a unique 
example of an ethnic group that has been through long, difficult 
migrations around the world without losing their original identity 
and customs. According to Anat Hoffman of the Jerusalem City 
Council, Jews and Gypsies also “share a common destiny, forged 
in the Nazi death camps of Europe.” Here she is referring to the 
stark fact that Hitler also sent large numbers of Gypsies from 
throughout Nazi-occupied Europe to the same extermination 
camps as the Jews, murdering an estimated 220,000 in the gas 
chambers. The Domari word for the Gypsy holocaust is Porrajmos, 
meaning the “devouring.”  Yet this common history of wanderings 
and persecution has not served to bond the local Gypsy community 
with the wider Israeli society. To most Jews here, they are 
considered part of Arab culture, as they mostly live among the 
Arab people. Meanwhile, the Arabs despise them even to the point 
of spitting on them and calling them nawar, meaning a failure or 
“dirt.” It is no wonder then that the Domari have found it hard to 
gain acceptance here.  In order to survive among the gadje (non-
Gypsies), various Gypsy clans have traditionally tried to blend in 
by adopting the language and religion of their host country. In 
Israel, most Domari speak Arabic and some Hebrew. A few are 
also conversant in English. Domari, the Gypsy language, remains 
the spoken language by the older generation. 
 
While many Domari call themselves Muslims, most are not 
religiously observant. Some local Domari have adopted 

 



 

Christianity.  The Domari are generally humble, peace-loving and 
do not seek political power. Historically, the Gypsies have no 
territorial ambitions and no nationalistic consciousness. They only 
desire to live quietly in peace and strive for a better future for their 
children.  In Israel, Domari are not recognized as a separate 
cultural or religious group like the Druze, Beduin, Samaritans or 
Armenians. Listed by the Interior Ministry as “Arab,” the Domari 
often find themselves at the bottom of the political pecking order. 
Even though they claim neutrality regarding the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, some inadvertently become involved as a result of living 
in Arab neighborhoods. 
 
Most Domari couples have large families with six to 10 children, 
and they constantly struggle in the lower economic strata of 
society. Long-term consanguinity has resulted in genetic diseases. 
For this reason many Domari now seek to marry non-Gypsies. 
However, because Arabs typically refuse to let their children marry 
a Gypsy, many Domari remain single. 
 
Most adults do not have any formal education. Consequently their 
unemployment rate is high. Domari children attending Arab 
schools are often harassed by fellow students and even their 
teachers. The shame of having no school supplies, books and the 
right clothes leads to a high dropout rate. As a result, many Domari 
children roam the streets, selling items to tourists or begging.  
Young Domari girls often marry before they are 16 years old. Their 
fate is to have 8-10 children and live in poverty. As a child, Amoun 
Sleem knew how it felt to be cold and hungry. Her widowed father 
did not have money to buy clothes or shoes for his nine children. 
An Arab teacher once made her stand in front of the class as he 
checked Amoun’s hair for lice. Her Arab classmates laughed 
whenever the teacher called her “nawari” (dirt). Refusing to beg, 
Amoun chose to earn money by selling postcards. She soon 
realized that in order to have any future, she needed to finish 
school. Thanks to her iron will, she earned a diploma in business 

 



 

administration. 
 
With no one else to pick them up, Amoun decided it was time to 
start helping her own people. She was determined to lift them out 
of the cycle of poverty and hopelessness. Confident that the 
deprivations and low self-image could be reversed, she encouraged 
the younger generation to complete their education and aspire to 
better jobs.  In 1999, Amoun established a nonprofit organization 
called the Domari Society of Gypsies in Jerusalem. With support 
from the Dom Research Center, a new community center was also 
opened in 2005 in Shuafat, near Jerusalem’s northern French Hill 
neighborhood. 
 
Traditions die hard in conservative communities, and the Domari 
of Jerusalem are no exception. As an unmarried woman, Amoun 
still faces many challenges in her role as a prominent community 
leader. Living in a male-dominated society, it takes courage, 
determination and an eternal optimism for her to pull the Domari 
forward. “We have to break the stereotypes of the Gypsies. They 
say we are a closed community that doesn’t welcome strangers. 
That’s not true! Gypsies will welcome anyone who comes to them 
and tries to help them,” said Amoun, whose name means “trust.” 
 
Today, the Domari Society provides after-school tutoring and 
purchases school supplies for Domari children. In the community 
center, women learn different handicrafts and the sale of their 
products helps to improve their financial situation ever so slightly. 
The center also aims to advance Gypsy culture and education, 
maintain contact with Gypsy communities abroad and extend 
urgently needed social and medical services to local Domari 
families. 
 
© PETRA VAN DER ZANDE 
***************************************************** 

 



 

               BURMA  (also known as Mynamar) 
                   http://www.projectmaje.org/gypsies.htm 
                 Sea Gypsies of Burma 
                           
"The Salons or sea gypsies are the among the smallest minorities in 
Burma and no less vulnerable or defenseless against human rights 
abuses committed by the junta. They need the attention of Human 
Rights activists and organizations." 
Freely roaming the ocean in small boats from birth to death, living 
simply off its riches, a Southeast Asian people seem as mythical as 
mermaids. These ethnic groups known as "Sea Gypsies" are still 
found from the Philippines to Borneo to Thailand to Burma. Their 
lives are romantic but increasingly difficult.  This report focuses 
exclusively on those from Burma's waters. Burma's "Sea Gypsies" 
face particular problems which may even threaten their existence 
as a culture and people. Amid the vast array of documentation on 
Burma's human rights situation and ethnic groups there has been 
very little investigation about Burma's "Sea Gypsies."  A series of 
books by a French ethnologist, two new books published in Burma, 
and a recent documentary film are among the main resources 
available. There has been little press coverage outside of a few 
tourism-oriented articles and a spate of news coverage in early 
2004.  Even an activist from the Mon ethnic group of the same 
region of Burma comments about the ‘Sea Gypsies‘: "These people 
are living offshore and rarely have communication with the people 
on the coast." 
 
As a compendium, this report seeks to fill some of this information 
gap with a collection of 29 documents and articles from 1997 to 
2004 (see online) concerning Burma's "Sea Gypsies" in a format 
accessible to those who are interested in Burma and 
indigenous/nomadic peoples issues. This compendium is modeled 
on Project Maje's previous "A Chin Compendium," released in 
1999. The material contained here is compiled for nonprofit public 
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interest use.  
 
This is not a scientific study or a comprehensive report. It is 
intended as a reference and background resource. It draws upon 
available information in English about Burma's "Sea Gypsies" 
from an array of sources, including news articles, tour agencies, 
and researchers. Project Maje, the compiler of this report, does not 
endorse, confirm or deny the veracity of any of the non Project 
Maje material.   The "Sea Gypsies" are known in Burma by a name 
spelled in variations including "Salon," "Saloun," "Salone," 
"Salum" and "Salong." "Salon" appears to be the most common 
spelling. The Burma regime tends to use the spelling "Salone." 
Project Maje has in the past used the spelling "Saloun" for 
phonetic reasons. Some articles in this compendium refer to 
Burma's "Sea Gypsies" as "Moken" (or "Mawken") people, using 
the name of the "Sea Gypsies" of neighboring Thailand (who are 
apparently closely related.)   "Moken" is actually the most 
politically correct term, as it is what Burma's "Sea Gypsies" call 
themselves. However, in news reports and tourism articles about 
Burma, "Moken" is not used as often as the Burmese 
(Salone/Salong) terminology which serves to distinguish those in 
Burma waters and under the Burma regime's rule, from those 
indigenous to Thailand who have a different set of experiences and 
problems. The English name "Sea Gypsies" refers to a nomadic 
style of life, rather than any direct relationship to the Roma 
(Gypsy) people of Europe. In French, the descriptive phrase is 
"Nomades Marins" (Sea Nomads.) 
 
Burma's "Sea Gypsies" are rarely mentioned in books or reports on 
the ethnic groups of Burma. This obscure status is probably 
because of their inaccessibility, their lack of an armed force or 
political organization, and their very small population. In the days 
of British colonial rule over Burma (1885-1948), some scrutiny 
was brought to bear on the "Sea Gypsies" by traders, traders and 
administrators. The Burma "Sea Gypsy" population was estimated 

 



 

at 1,325 in 1901, but such figures were hard to verify due to the 
ethnic group's nomadic nature. A 2000 article in "The Greater 
Phuket" magazine estimates between 2,000 and 3,000 "Sea 
Gypsies" in Burma. Tourist literature associated with various 
Thailand-based excursion companies often diminishes the extent of 
Burma's "Sea Gypsy" population, referring to their region as 
uninhabited, or claiming that they exist only in one particular 
village. There are also populations of "Sea Gypsies" originally 
from Burma's waters who live as refugees in Thailand, particularly 
around the port town of Ranong. In addition, there are an estimated 
7,000 to 10,000 "Sea Gypsies" indigenous to Thailand, mostly 
living on and around the island of Phuket. 
 
The Moken ethnic group, including the "Sea Gypsies" of Burma 
and Thailand, has historically been based around Phuket, a large 
Thai island which was a coastal trading center. Phuket, now a 
tourist resort island, was known in Malay as "Ujong Salang" which 
may or may not have given these people the name used for them in 
Burma. It has not been irrefutably determined whether the Mokens 
are an early autochthonous ethnic group of Southeast Asia, or are 
descended from some land-based group (such as the Mon-Khmer, 
Malay, or even Vedda) which took to the sea for economic or 
political reasons in centuries long past. 
 
The Moken language, which has been classified as "Austronesian" 
features many Malay words, as well as strong Thai vocabulary 
influences. There are other ethnic groups in Southeast Asia known 
as "Sea Gypsies" which do not appear to be directly related to 
Burma and Thailand's Mokens, although they live in a similar way. 
These groups live off the coasts of Malaysian and Indonesian 
islands including Borneo, Sumatra, Sulawesi, and the Sulu 
Archipelago. Burma's "Sea Gypsies" are found amid the Mergui 
Archipelago, a chain of hundreds of small islands parallel to the 
southeastern Burma coast (Tenasserim) of the Indian Ocean's 
Andaman Sea. Burma's regime calls this the "Myeik Archipelago" 

 



 

(and calls Burma "Myanmar.") 
 
Burma's "Sea Gypsies" are thought to have held fast to their own 
traditional Animist beliefs. French ethnologists Pierre and Jacques 
Ivanoff have made extensive studies of Moken belief systems, 
folklore and the spiritual symbolism used in their boat-building. 
There have been conversion efforts by Christian and Muslim 
missionaries but these made few inroads among the Mokens. 
Buddhist conversion efforts may be part of current relocation 
programs by the Burma regime. 
 
A maritime hunter-gatherer culture, Burma's "Sea Gypsies" are 
said to spend most of their lives on their thatch-roofed wooden 
boats. In small groups, they roam among the islands, harvesting 
crustaceans, turtles, and shellfish. Some accounts insist that the 
Mokens do not eat fish. Sea cucumbers, a holothurian animal 
related to starfish and sea urchins, are known as "trepang" or 
"beche de mer" when dried and are a delicacy of Chinese cuisine 
which the "Sea Gypsies" collect for trade. Several articles in the 
Compendium refer to these sea cucumbers as "sea slugs" but they 
should not be confused with actual sea slugs which are nudibranch 
snails without shells. Pearls and decorative shells have become 
Moken trade commodities as well. Vegetable crops are planted 
sporadically on the islands, which serve as seasonal meeting places 
and storm shelters. Trained dogs are used to hunt small game on 
the forested islands.  From Myanmar's .net" website, 2004  "The 
Salone nomads do not easily mix with other people. They do not 
participate in economic, social or even cultural development of the 
country they live in. Their society has different cultural values 
from those offered by modern society. They are locked in the value 
system that they believe to be their own."  
 
Burma's "Sea Gypsies," whose ancestors may have originally taken 
to the sea to avoid conflict, were far removed from politics until 
the 1990s. Unlike many of Burma's ethnic groups, they never had 

 



 

their own rebel army (or navy) although a few might have joined 
the forces of Andaman Sea coastal Mon or Tavoyan ethnic groups, 
or even seafaring units of the All Burma Students Liberation Front 
(ABSDF) or Arakan Army (from the Western Burma coast.) The 
"Sea Gypsies" were too poor to be the prey of pirates marauding in 
the Andaman Sea. Although some have accused Burma's "Sea 
Gypsies" of being pirates themselves, there seems to be little 
evidence to support this and it may come from confusing them 
with more aggressive "Sea Gypsy" groups from elsewhere in 
Southeast Asia.  In the late 1990s a few reports leaked out about 
forced relocation by Burma's military regime of Burma's "Sea 
Gypsies" to on-land sites. At least one such report claimed that 
most of them had been relocated by 1997. This practice would be 
consistent with an enormous pattern of forced relocation of suspect 
ethnic, economic and political groups, conducted throughout 
Burma, particularly in the late 1990s. 
 
The Andaman Sea off the Tenasserim coast received increasing 
attention from Burma's regime during the 1990s due to offshore 
petroleum exploration, discoveries and transport by multinational 
corporations including Unocal, Total, Premier, Petronas and others. 
This led to a drastically heightened military security presence, with 
fishing communities of the Mon and Tavoyan ethnic groups moved 
elsewhere and small-scale fishing boats chased away. The 
increased presence of foreign trawler fleets under joint-ventures 
with the regime also discouraged small-scale local fishing. 
 
While the effects of the 1990s developments on the "Sea Gypsies" 
off the southern coast of Burma were less well-known than those 
on the Mons and Tavoyans to the north of the Mergui Archipelago, 
reports indicated that the "Sea Gypsies" suffered as well. An 
unknown number of them are have said to have fled to Thailand. 
There the men reportedly took jobs on Thai fishing boats, a 
dangerous and often economically exploitive situation. Most of the 
fishing boats used legitimate methods, but there was considerable 

 



 

use of dynamite fishing by Thailand-based fleets as well. Refugee 
"Sea Gypsy" women and girls may have ended up in prostitution in 
Thailand's notorious port brothels, where HIV/AIDS exposure was 
extremely widespread. 
 
An entirely new challenge appeared for Burma's "Sea Gypsies" in 
the late 1990s, when Thailand-based tourist agencies sought and 
won permission from Burma's regime to conduct scuba diving 
excursions in the Mergui Archipelago. "Live-aboard" yachts would 
set forth from Phuket, carrying avid divers from foreign countries. 
Cash payments were made to Burma regime authorities for the 
privilege, and a Burma regime "guide" or even a military escort 
was usually on board. Initially, the "uninhabited" nature of the 
archipelago was touted. Later, the chance to encounter an exotic 
people, the "Sea Gypsies," became part of the tourism promotion. 
Controversy ensued, not only over the payments to the regime 
during a tourism boycott called for by Burma's democratic 
opposition, but over the possible role of "Sea Gypsies" in dynamite 
fishing which was fast destroying the very reefs attracting the 
foreign divers. It was difficult to determine whether the dynamiting 
was actually the fault of the local "Sea Gypsies" or of other 
commercial fishing interests.  The scuba tour situation began to set 
up an indigenous/nomadic people vs. nature conflict. The idea 
arose that it might be best to remove the "Sea Gypsies" from the 
open water where they could harm the marine habitat. This would 
put them under government (regime) control, and they could be 
civilized and educated. The drive to control all ethnic groups has 
been one of the mainstays of Burma's military regime. Now, on a 
tiny scale, this would happen in the Mergui Archipelago, with 
many "Sea Gypsies" corralled onto a single island, Bocho, under 
the apparent control of a Burma Army colonel turned Buddhist 
monk. 
 
The regime launched its own aggressive promotion of Mergui 
Archipelago tourism centered on Bocho Island's "Sea Gypsy 

 



 

Village" with a "Salone Festival" in February 2004. Promotion of 
the festival included repeated references to "eco-tourism" (a trendy 
catch-phrase also favored by the scuba tour companies.) Reports 
indicated that "Sea Gypsies" were forcibly rounded up to 
participate in the tourist festival, and that a boat carrying coastal 
villagers compelled to attend it sank, drowning 37.  Interestingly, 
"a large television" was among gifts "bestowed" by regime 
officials on Moken representatives during the tourism festival. The 
eyes of mainland Burma will be on the "Sea Gypsies" again when 
a new Burmese movie, "Maw Kin U Dan," shot on location in the 
Mergui Archipelago and starring a popular young actress, Nandar 
Hlaing, is released. A different perspective is being revealed in 
other countries through a documentary film, "Burma's Gypsies of 
the Sea" (distributed by National Geographic as "Burma's 
Forbidden Islands") by Klaus Reisinger and Frederique Lengaigne, 
which unsparingly reveals threats to the Mokens including forced 
relocation, outside fishing fleets, and logging on the islands. 
 
A website for the "Mergui Archipelago Project -- Research and 
Integrated Development" of the French ethnologist Jacques 
Ivanoff, the preeminent Moken expert, appeared in February 2004. 
The MAP-RAID website lists several ongoing projects, including 
the collection and exhibition of Moken artifacts/possessions, the 
establishment of a traveling Moken school on a boat, and an 
international conference on the Mokens to be held in Burma in 
2004. MAP-RAID also proposes plans to encourage a revival in 
traditional Moken boat-building, and advocates "a nomadic zone 
between Thailand and Myanmar where the Moken will be free to 
go and where the two countries will be able to build cooperation." 
Interestingly, one of MAP-RAID's "partners" is the French 
petroleum corporation TotalFinaElf, which has been implicated in 
severe human rights violations connected to its offshore gas 
pipeline project in the Andaman Sea and Tenasserim Peninsula of 
Burma. 
 

 



 

Whether or not they have been complicit in the recent destruction 
of habitat in their archipelago, Burma's "Sea Gypsies" still have 
extensive knowledge of the maritime environment of the Andaman 
Sea. Recent studies have shown that Moken children have an 
extraordinary ability to see underwater. This may be only one of 
many ways in which their senses are in tune with the ocean. If the 
"Sea Gypsies" of Burma are wiped out by disease, or turned into a 
tourist parody of themselves, or criminalized, or assimilated into 
larger groups, the Andaman Sea will have lost its indigenous 
guardians.  The "Sea Gypsies" of Burma are important beyond 
their tourism value to outsiders. They are part of a worldwide web 
of surviving hunter-gatherer nomadic populations stretching from 
the Arctic to the Kalahari to the Outback. These groups have much 
to teach the world about sustainable use of scarce resources. Like 
the Ma'dan "Marsh Arabs" of southern Iraq, the Moken "Sea 
Gypsies" are a water people under siege from land. The Marsh 
Arabs have recently been able to come back from the brink to 
regain an ancient way of life. So must Burma's "Sea Gypsies." 
 
As Global Warming appears about to make some of the world's 
islands and coastal flats disappear, we all may have much to learn 
from those humans who know how to live on a boat. Which is not 
to say that the Mokens should be made to endure life under the 
scientific microscope, either. If there is one consistent thread 
among contacts with them, even by the few outsiders who know 
their language, it is that these "Sea Gypsies" really PREFER TO 
BE LEFT ALONE. Protection from the military regime which has 
displaced, enslaved and massacred many of Burma's indigenous 
peoples and exploited the environment in the most destructive 
ways, is the most urgent priority for the survival of Burma's Moken 
nomads. 
 
SUGGESTIONS 
1. More human rights information is obviously needed about 
Burma's "Sea Gypsies." The highest priority is for firsthand human 

 



 

rights interview research, particularly with Moken refugee 
populations from Burma in Thailand. 
* 
2. Tourism in the Mergui Archipelago needs to be seriously 
evaluated. Is it providing funding to Burma's regime and 
encouraging displacement and exploitation of "Sea Gypsies"? Or, 
as claimed by some tour agencies, is it preserving valuable 
ecosystems? 
* 
3. International advocacy on behalf of Burma's "Sea Gypsies" 
would be useful. If "Sea Gypsies" are being "rounded up" there 
should be protests from Burma democracy groups, indigenous 
peoples' advocates, and others. 
* 
4. Burma's regime should not be allowed to turn the "Sea Gypsy" 
culture into another of its "human zoos" for tourist purposes. 
* 
5. Thailand should not be allowed to exploit Burma's "Sea 
Gypsies" and other refugees for economic gain, including 
prostitution, or to forcibly repatriate "Sea Gypsy" refugees to 
Burma. 
* 
6. Burma's overall dire Andaman Sea situation, including 
petroleum drilling, tin dredging, shrimp farm pollution, island 
logging, overfishing, piracy, and ethnic cleansing, needs to be 
reported on and protested internationally. 
* 
7. There are three populations of Burma's "Sea Gypsies": 
 
Those who are still nomadic 
Those who have been relocated under regime control 
Those who are refugees in Thailand (and possibly Malaysia) 
Each of the these populations needs human rights research, support 
and advocacy. Under ordinary conditions, the "Sea Gypsies" would 
mostly need to be left alone, to live their lives. Under current 

 



 

conditions, they need awareness and help. 
* 
8. Individuals and organizations with an interest in the survival of 
Burma's "Sea Gypsies" should share information, with 
publications, meetings, and perhaps an online "Salon " network.    
* 
Report by Project Maje 
8824 SE 9th Ave 
Portland OR 97213 USA 
maje@hevanet.com 
                                                                                                                                 
© Project Maje 
***************************************************** 
http://teakdoor.com/phuket-forum/10942-phuket-sea-gypsies-
protest-over-fishing.html 
 
             Sea gypsies protest over fishing rights 
 
PHUKET CITY: Some 100 sea gypsies from Rawai on Wednesday 
petitioned Phuket Governor Niran Kalayanamit to help settle an 
ongoing, violent dispute over fishing rights near resorts. The 
complaint follows sea gypsy Pratan Charncheow suffering 
decompression sickness after having his oxygen supply hose cut 
while diving off Nui Beach on December 31.  Pratan was fishing 
with five other sea gypsies, including Alim Hadsaitong. They were 
fishing by hand with divers using a surface pump with attached air 
hoses.  K. Alim alleged that while three of them dived and the 
other three waited on the surface, a person from a nearby resort 
arrived on a jet-ski and cut K. Pratan’s oxygen hose.  K. Pratan 
suffered decompression sickness following his rapid ascent to the 
surface for air. He was taken to Vachira Phuket Hospital, where 
doctors ordered him not to dive for 30 days.  The jet-ski driver also 
threatened to crash his jet-ski into other sea gypsies who fished 
there, K. Alim said.  A complaint of attempted murder was filed at 

 



 

Chalong Police Station on February 1, K. Alim said.  Fishing is the 
sea gypsies only livelihood, K. Alim told the Governor. Since the 
province began promoting tourism, sea gypsy villagers have been 
repeatedly threatened by hotel or resort owners who attempt to 
prohibit them from fishing along beachfronts where resorts are 
located. 
 
“We think that we have the right to use our country’s natural 
resources,” said K. Alim, “yet many times we have been threatened 
by tourism business operators and then told we had to be patient.  
But this time it is too much. We can’t accept it. We would like 
know why the province allows this situation to continue because 
we don’t want to have any problems with anyone.”  After hearing 
the complaint, Gov Niran ordered Phuket Provincial Police 
Commander Maj Gen Decha Budnampetch and Muang District 
Chief Weerawat Janpen to investigate.The Governor promised the 
villagers fairness in the investigation. 
 
Special Report: Phuket sea gypsies fight for their rights 
Pimwara Choksakulpan   Saturday, January 15, 2011 
                                                                     
© teak door.com 
***************************************************** 
MISSING LINK and date!!!!! 
Sea gypsy representatives from 30 communities along the 
Andaman Coast register at the meeting. 
 
SIMPLE LIFE: Stockholm University researcher Yara Lotfi is 
living with Morgan sea gypsies on Koh Surin to study how their 
hunter-gatherer society is coping with a changing world. The 
people there are committed to maintaining their traditional and 
sustainable way of life, according to her initial findings.   More 
than 70 representatives from 30 sea gypsy communities across the 
six Andaman provinces met officials in Phuket earlier this week to 
voice grievances and defend their way of life.  The meeting, at 

 



 

Phuket Community Hall followed the arrest and release of 17 sea 
gypsy fishermen of the Pramongkit clan arrested in late December 
for fishing inside Had Jao Mai Marine National Park in Trang.  
Kantang Police, who arrested the men after receiving a report from 
a park official, seized as evidence 3,100 kilograms of spiny Murex 
shellfish, one pickup, three longtail boats and other fishing 
equipment. Vehemently denying having fished in park waters, the 
sea gypsies said they showed the arresting officers a copy of a 
Cabinet resolution passed on June 2 last year, stating the 
official government policy to protect the sea gypsies’ 
traditional way of life. After further investigation, Kantang Police 
dropped the charges on January 4.   “Those shells were not 
protected species and we have the right to collect them. No matter 
how hard we tried to explain this to the officers, including showing 
a copy of the Cabinet resolution, they didn’t care. They said they 
wanted to put us in jail anyway,” one of the fishermen told the 
meeting.  
 
The Pramongkit sea gypsies, from Rassada and Rawai, have yet to 
return to Trang to reclaim their boats. Without them they cannot 
make money to cover living expenses, one said.   The Cabinet 
resolution set short- and long-term policies and measures to ensure 
the sea gypsies could continue their traditional hunter-gatherer way 
of life in a sustainable way. These included the continued use of 
old-style fishing equipment; access to traditional fishing grounds 
that have since been declared as inside marine national parks; fast 
tracking citizenship requests and issuance of ID cards to ensure 
access to public education and health services; and maintenance of 
local culture and traditions.  
 
Sea Gypsy representative Sanit Saechua of Rawai told the 
gathering there are about 12,000 sea gypsies in more than 30 
groups scattered across Thailand’s Andaman Coast waters.   
Despite some publicity about their way of life in the wake of the 
2004 tsunami disaster, they still live as second-class citizens and 

 



 

don’t have the full rights enjoyed by other Thai citizens, he said. 
(Sad to say, we who are nomads in the Eastern European,  Italian, 
French, British and American communities are also second-class 
citizens and do not have the full rights enjoyed by the other citizens 
of our respective countries, which is the purpose of this book to 
show in black-and-white in an International Court and do 
something about once and for all.)  Land rights issues were the 
biggest concern. Most sea gypsy communities are located in 
coastal areas and many do not have land title deeds. Some sea 
gypsy cemeteries are now located inside marine national parks or 
other areas designated for tourism purposes, Mr Sanit said.   Sea 
gypsy Yupa Chaonam of the Phi Phi Island community said, "We 
are not allowed to do anything [in the surrounding area], which we 
are told belongs to a developer. We just want to know what is our 
territory and what is not. It’s as if we are a forgotten people with 
no public development for us.”  
 
On the topic of citizenship, Mr Sanit said about 30 per cent of sea 
gypsies living in Thai territory had yet to be issued National ID 
cards. Most, about 3,200, were living in areas off Ranong, while 
some 900 were in Phang Nga. Only about 10 sea gypsies in Phuket 
lacked ID cards, he said.   “These people lack access to public 
health services and can’t even travel without fear of being arrested 
as illegal aliens,” he said.  There to hear the grievances in person 
was Preeda Kongpaen, a member of a government-appointed 
advisory panel on how to best restore and maintain the traditional 
sea gypsy way of life. She told the meeting that all the concerns 
she heard that day would be reported to the Cabinet through the 
Ministry of Culture, which would push to make the measures 
specified in the resolution have an impact on the problems.  “The 
government must pay more attention to solving the problems faced 
by these people. They inhabited these areas long before the tourism 
boom, so their livelihoods should not suffer as a result of 
government tourism development policies,” she said.   Mr Sanit 
said sea gypsies were disappointed with the failure of the June 2 

 



 

resolution to translate into real change.  “At first, the Cabinet 
resolution seemed like a good policy to support our rights, but in 
the end it is just a piece of paper. Government officers don’t put it 
into practice,” (exactly like the motion made in 2001 by the San 
Francisco Homeless Coordinating Board to strengthen the rights 
for the ‘vehicularly housed/towed person‘)  he said.  
 
But he did acknowledge the gathering itself as a positive step for 
the sea gypsies.   “It will at least present us as ‘somebodies’ in this 
society, not ‘nobodies’ as we were before,” he added.      
                                                                                                           
©   phuketgazette.net 
***************************************************** 
Author’s Note:  How is it possible that these Sea Gypsies from the 
most repressed country in the world can organize and push for 
their rights while we western Nomads can’t seem to get much 
going at all?  
***************************************************** 
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2012/10/201210271848
59926.html 
Indonesia's last nomadic sea gypsies 
 
Vanishing stocks from dynamite fishing and cyanide threatens 
centuries-old culture of Sulawesi's gypsy sea people. 
 
Wakatobi, Indonesia - They have lived on the sea for centuries, but 
overfishing now threatens the unique culture of the nomadic ocean 
dwellers known as the Bajau Laut.    Found on Indonesia's 
southern Sulawesi island, the Bajau have roamed its waters for at 
least 400 years, living on boats or in stilt villages out at sea, and 
relying on its resources for subsistence. But because of extensive 
fishing, the once bountiful ocean can no longer support the Bajau's 
aquatic way of life.   Marine biologists and divers from around the 
world are drawn to Wakatobi, a three-island complex off the 
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Sulawesi coast.  
  
"Used to be I could fill my whole canoe with fish," 17-year-old Ali 
says, surveying the glorious out-at-sea view with dismay. "These 
days, I'm lucky to sell five groupers by evening."  
  
Faced with dwindling catches, other young Indonesians may 
simply turn to land-based livelihoods such as farming or retail. But 
that is not an option for Ali. Born a Bajau, or "sea-gypsy", he sees 
himself committed to a wholly ocean-going life.  
 
In the past, Bajaus lived for months at a time on longboats called 
lepa lepa. While some still retain this nomadic marine existence, an 
increasing number now live in stilt communities, or have given up 
sea-based life altogether and moved to coastal cities.  The Bajau 
are excellent free-divers. Unlike most fishermen who float above 
their prey, the Bajau dive and walk the ocean's floor to hunt fish 
and octopi with homemade spear-guns. Wearing wooden goggles 
and no fins, Bajaus dive up to 20 metres deep and remain 
underwater for as long as five minutes on a single breath.  Bajau 
children destined to be spear-gun fishermen have their eardrums 
pierced when they are young so they will not burst later from water 
pressure while diving.  
 
The Bajaus are Sunni Muslims, but many still believe in the spirit 
world of the sea, which must be appeased through rituals and 
offerings.  In one of the few English books about Southeast 
Sulawesi, The Mysteries of the Islands of Buton, author Caleb 
Coppenger notes the Bajau traditionally throw the placenta of a 
newborn child in the ocean. Villagers believe they should protect 
the sea as "it is the home of their sibling".    With an estimated 
population of 800,000, the various Southeast Asian nomadic sea 
tribes range from the Philippines and Malaysia, through eastern 
Indonesia and all the way up to Myanmar. 
 

 



 

"Before, you couldn't swim for bumping into fish...Today, you are 
lucky if you see fish above 25 centimetres."     - David J Smith, 
professor 
 
Bajau children swim before they walk, learning to steer canoes as 
their land-based counterparts learn to ride bicycles.  Not long ago, 
they mostly lived in floating houses. Even now, they still shun dry 
land, preferring to live in stilt villages up to a kilometre offshore.  
  
The Bajau's watery realm roughly coincides with the famed "coral 
triangle", home to a third of the world's coral reefs where more 
than 3,000 species of fish swim.   Known as Wallacea - after the 
pioneering 19th century evolutionist Alfred Russel Wallace - this 
region marks the interface of the Asian and Australasian tectonic 
plates and ecosystems - a fecund hotbed of biodiversity and a 
paradise for nomadic hunter-gatherers such as the Bajau.  
  
But it's a paradise that could be lost within this generation, partly 
because of the excesses of the Bajau themselves and other fishing 
communities.   Over the last 10 years, fish stocks here have 
dropped significantly, according to Operation Wallacea, a 
Wakatobi-based research group. From 2002-06, researchers noted a 
13 per cent annual decline. Their study cites overfishing because of 
burgeoning Asian demand for tropical rockfish and octopus, as 
well as reckless new fishing methods such as reef-bombing, 
cyanide poisoning and gillnetting.  
  
"Before, you couldn't swim for bumping into fish," says David J 
Smith, a professor at the University of Essex in England who has 
led research projects at Operation Wallacea's Wakatobi site since 
1999. "Today, you are lucky if you see fish above 25 centimetres."    
Haji Aziz is a regional National Radio station host who has 
advocated against destructive reef-bombing among the Bajau 
community. He says thanks to awareness campaigns, the practice 
has subsided.  

 



 

  
"They don't use bombs anymore because the government is 
monitoring more now," explains Aziz. "This is good for several 
reasons: we don't lose limbs, fish don't die young. We are not 
destroying the coral and thereby sending fish far away."  
 
Abdul Manan, president of the Bajau Association of Indonesia, is 
quick to add that reef-bombing is not isolated to individuals in the 
Bajau community, but a regional phenomenon.   While spreading 
awareness about destructive fishing practices is important, Manan 
says the Bajau must also develop sustainable fisheries.  This means 
promoting ideas such as not catching a population that is laying 
eggs, he says. It also means helping the Bajau community develop 
skills.    "We are fishermen but not all of us have to fish anymore, 
not all of us can fish anymore. Some must go into fish culturing, 
some must join industry," says Manan. 
  
To survive as a community, the Bajau will have to change their 
ways    (authors note: I find it bizarre how in article after article, 
paper after paper, the nomadic are told they must change their 
ways because we are ’ruining’ some part of the planet.  The 
sedentary who plop their ugly wood and steel boxes on the ground 
and suck hundreds of gallons of water to them, wire them so every 
single inch can be illuminated and heated, that’s what fucking up 
the environment, not people floating around on top of the sea or 
living quietly by the side of the road in a movable metal container 
rarely longer than 32‘.  The nomadic live very lightly on the planet 
we only take what we need and leave the rest for you greedy 
bastards.  Yet you can‘t leave us to our ways…no, WE have to 
change).  
 
The tribe's maritime lore has been passed on orally from 
generation to generation, requiring little in the way of formal 
education. However, that is changing as more of the sea nomads 
settle on ground. The new economic and ecological challenges 

 



 

have forced the Bajau to develop specialised schooling to keep 
their distinct culture afloat.  As Ali readies his canoe to try his luck 
again at sea, two other Bajau teenagers, Amran and Butto, wait for 
another kind of boat: a ferry to the high school in the Wakatobi 
capital of Kaledupa, about 1,900 kilometres east of Jakarta. "My 
dad said, 'Go to school and become someone smart, not like me, 
tortured by the sea,'" Amran says.  Butto, an orphan, can't afford to 
spend a full day in class. "I wake at 6am, go to school. Then at 
1pm, I go to sea" to hunt octopus, he explains. 
 
Still for both, the Kaledupa school is worth the extra expense and 
effort, as compared with the lackadaisical education in Sampela's 
Bajau stilt-village. A midmorning visit to the middle school there 
found students lazing around the classrooms as their teachers 
chatted together outside. When asked about his major educational 
achievements, the principal listed "getting the students shoes".    
Parman Bajo, one of only six college graduates from his 
community, would like to see the Bajau aim higher.   In his column 
for the monthly Bajau Bangsit newsletter, Parman Bajo exhorts 
young Bajau to follow his own example and pursue further 
learning. But it's a hard sell, he admits. "Just 10 years ago, most 
thought school was wasting money", as opposed to "going to sea 
where you earn money immediately".  
  
Bajau traditionalists are suspicious of formal schooling as a path 
away from maritime life into more land-based trades.  But it need 
not be so, Parman insists. Conservation groups and regional 
government are keen to promote alternative livelihoods locally in 
such enterprises as seaweed processing and ecotourism.   To this 
end they've set up an open community resource centre right on the 
same pier where Amran, Butto and Ali embark on their respective 
boats. The place is called Rumah Pintar, or "smart house".   Its 
name derives from its function, Parman explains. "The Rumah 
Pintar is supposed to make us smart about using our natural 
resources, managing the sea and finances."   The building looks 

 



 

like an ordinary wooden schoolhouse from the outside. Inside 
though, one must be careful not to fall into the large hole in the 
middle of the floor.   A net hangs down into the water containing 
hundreds of fish - part of the aquaculture fish farming lab which, 
along with seaweed cultivation and computer skills, figure in the 
Rumah Pintar curriculum.   Now that's the type of learning a young 
Bajau can get excited about.  Butto is convinced. "I do want to be a 
fisherman", he says, "but a smart one." 
 
NOW TO GO TO  THE UNITED STATES’  HUMAN RIGHTS 
ABUSES 

 
http://msstreets.com/2011/04/12/poi-megafile-rv-unfriendly/ 
 
This collection comes from all the submissions provided to 
http://rvunfriendly.com and  Movin’ Sue who is not affiliated with 
rvunfriendly.com but has worked to get the database available for 
consumption in S&T and other GPS software.   Sue has written 
about this collection saying: 

 

http://rvunfriendly.com/


 

 
“RV unfriendly” can mean many things, from parking lots too 
small with difficult access to outright hostility by local officials 
who issue heavy fines to out-of-town visitors for parking 
violations.  This database includes all types of “RV unfriendliness” 
without qualification. 
 
The author has been reading and thinking about the RV parking 
issue for a long time prior to deciding on a conceptual format for 
disseminating actionable information to other RV’ers.   After much 
thought and discussion with others interested in this issue, the 
POI’s and GPS format were selected.  This database is a 
compilation of previously-published information from the internet 
which gather “unfriendliness” data from volunteer traveller reports.  
Physical location addresses from campgrounds, cities and Walmart 
have been converted to GPS coordinates so that RV Unfriendly 
places can be visualized along a proposed route. 
 
In addition to traveller reports, it includes campgrounds that are 
members of the National Association of RV Campgrounds 
(ARVC).  One of the stated missions of ARVC is to influence 
legislators to institute and/or enforce parking bans in public places 
where RV’s are otherwise welcome.  ARVC actively urges and 
assists members to pressure their towns to prohibit parking at 
public places so that RV’ers have no choice but to stay at a nearby 
FHU campground.  Such parking bans extend to temporary 
streetside parking in some cities and towns.  Not only has this has 
resulted in the denial of the right of private property owners to 
determine who shall have the use and enjoyment of their property 
but it has eroded our basic freedom to choose! 
 
ARVC campgrounds are all potentially RV unfriendly by virtue of 
their commercial association with a national organization which 
promulgates anti-parking legislation and enforcement.  Though not 
all ARVC-member campgrounds agree or actively participate in 

 



 

such political lobbying efforts, it is not possible to make such fine 
philosophical distinctions in a database such as this one.  In 
general, this database is overrepresented by KOA campgrounds, 
the Jellystone Park chain, private membership chains 
owned/managed by Equity Lifestyle Properties and private 
campgrounds located in densely-populated tourist areas and near 
popular Federal parks. 
 
RV’ers, by virtue of their mobility can ‘stop or not’ in Any Town, 
USA.  This mobility, coupled with the discretionary income 
enjoyed by many RV’ers, can have significant economic impact on 
local tourist revenues.  Blend mobility and money with plenty of 
leisure time to voice an opinion and RV’ers can affect outcomes!  
Examples of individual RV’er political action with positive 
outcomes include Billings MT, Clark County NV and Prince 
George B.C. 
 
You are MOBILE, so when trip planning, you can decide to 
reroute, extend or shorten your route to avoid areas reported to be 
unfriendly to RV’s. 
 
You are MONEYED and can decide if and how much of your 
travelling dollars to spend in a town reported to be unfriendly to 
RV’s. 
 
And, if you are MAD, (as I am), you can have a voice and “push 
back” against those who would take your choices away!   Will you 
take a few minutes to send an email…make a phone call…submit a 
report! 
 
PLEASE–send your road reports and “rvunfriendly” encounters 
and experiences to rvunfriendly.com! 
 
(PS Movin’ Sue is  not affiliated with rvunfriendly.com but have 
contacted the website owner who welcomes reports from other RV 

 



 

owners for future inclusion in this GPS database) 
                                                                                                                          
© msstreets 
******************************************************

****************** 
Author’s Note:  Now let’s have a look at how people who live 
aboard boats are treated.  After all, they PAY for the slip, they are 
on water which  means their land-bound neighbors can‘t dream is 
“their property“ and they are set away from the rest of the 
community…the idea of discrimination against the water-dwellers 
is interesting because we are talking about the sedentary versus the 
nomadic in a way that unmistakably shows that the bias and some 
form of latent jealousy of the freedom (or free ride) the nomadic 
are perceived as having, because here we are talking about a 
group that is paying marina slip fees, being supervised by 
harbormasters and living on a spot of the earth uninhabitable by 
the dominant group of society, the sedentary. 
      http://www.cruisersforum.com/forums/f74/liveaboards-vs-
locals-29972.html 
                   Liveaboards vs Locals 
 
I am doing some preliminary research for a story idea (for 
NPR.org) on the increase in liveaboards/rv dwellers since the 
recession and the problems that have may or may not have arisen 
in local communities as a result of this.  Does anyone know of any 
conflicts with an anchorage, marina, etc. that I could use as an 
example. On the other side, it would be good to get an example of 
a live aboard community that works well with no conflicts locally.  
Full disclosure: I am a liveaboard myself and live in a marina that 
is pretty liveaboard-friendly; however, I would prefer, for 
journalistic reasons, not to use my own circumstances as part of the 
story. 
*  
24-08-2009, 06:51 #2 Sneuman   Magothy Marina, Severna Park, 

 

http://www.cruisersforum.com/forums/f74/liveaboards-vs-locals-29972.html
http://www.cruisersforum.com/forums/f74/liveaboards-vs-locals-29972.html


 

MD Boat: Tayana 37 Cutter - "Symbiosis" 
bump this up a bit. 
Sailing Maryland Blog: http://sailingmaryland.blogspot.com/ 
* 
24-08-2009, 07:22   #3 SouthernComfort   
Location: Kemah, TX 
Boat: O'day 322 "Southern Comfort" 
I am a liveaboard and I have not seen an increase in liveaboards at 
all. Boats are expensive compared to RVs. The only thing I have 
noticed since January is the huge increase in boats hitting the 
market. Everyone feeling the squeeze is trying to liquidate their 
toys. Every weekend I see new "for sale" signs hanging on boats 
that were not there prior. It is cheaper to live in an apartment than 
it is to liveaboard in most circumstances. Even in a modest boat 
like mine, it is cheaper to rent a place and not have to pay the 
maintenance and upkeep along with slip rentals and boat payments. 
I am interested in how it is in other places such as southern Cali 
and Florida. 
* 
24-08-2009, 07:22    #4  s/v Moondancer     
Location: Back in the Islands  
Boat: Tayana 55 
Significant conflict in South Florida. Miami is putting in a new 
mooring field and moving out lots of local liveaboards, many who 
would be indigent if they did not live on derelicts. 
* 
24-08-2009, 07:34    #5  Sneuman  Location: Magothy Marina, 
Severna Park, MD Boat: Tayana 37 Cutter - "Symbiosis" 
Thanks both replies. I have seen what I would call a modest uptick 
in my own marina. If you already own a boat, moving aboard it 
after selling/losing a house may be an option. I note that in 
divorces, the one that gets the boat (usually, but not always the 
man) sometimes chooses to live aboard. Of course, there's always 
living on the hook. I know people doing it and they all are not 
indigent.  Moondancer: do you know the specific 

 



 

community/communities in S. Fl? 
*    
24-08-2009, 09:01    #6 Osiris sail    
Location: Cruiser grateful to be still alive and having many great 
years cruising Boat: Gulfstar 53 - Osiris 
- - Probably anywhere in Florida south of line through Orlando is 
"live-a-board" unfriendly. There is a long history of dialogues in all 
the cruising magazines on the subject as well as web-zines.  
 
- - You should definitely differentiate between real live-a-boards 
who actually go somewhere in the boat occasionally and people 
who live in a boat the same way they would live in a cardboard or 
wooden lean-to on land. 
 
- - The homeless in south Florida take to anything that is floating 
or even resting permanently in mud with shallow water around it. 
It beats living on park benches and before the current pushes to 
"clean up the area" preferred being out of sight of the "condo 
people" who think they own the "view".  
 
- - Real live-a-boards keep up their boats and the boats are 
generally ready to sail on short notice. These folks will spend time 
in an anchorage while replenishing their "cruising kitty". That 
could take a year or two.  
 
- - The third category of "live-a-boards" are ones already 
mentioned who think living on a boat is cheaper than an apartment. 
Sadly, living in a marina is more expensive and more hassle. But 
they have a dream of living on a boat and there is more "privacy" 
there away from neighbors in thin walled condo's.  
 
- - Folks losing jobs and their houses would probably be in the 
homeless category and finding a suitable derelict boat to "squat" in 
is not easy. Eventually Mother Nature wears away the derelict or 
blows it away. So I would not expect to see any increases in this 

 



 

population, only long term decreases. 
 
- - Short term you may see increases in the middle class folks 
moving onto their boat due to divorces. But those losing their jobs 
and land homes have normally sold or lost their boats - before - 
losing their land homes.  
 
- - Overall this explains why the numbers of live-a-boards remains 
virtually static no matter what the economy does. But the long term 
trend for live-a-boards in the USA is always going to be downward 
due to pressure from zoning, etc. It is just too much hassle and too 
expensive to live on a boat in the USA. What is happening is live-
a-boards are using the boats to leave the USA for better and more 
economical lives in other countries. That trend is definitely up and 
might make a better story. 
* 
 24-08-2009, 09:18 #7 s/v Moondancer  
Location: Back in the Islands 
Boat: Tayana 55  SNeuman, 
I live in Coconut Grove/Dinner Key in South Miami when we are 
not cruising. This mooring field and Marathon have a long history 
of live aboard vs. municipality conflict that is being resolved, 
perhaps, by the creation of 'a designated mooring field' with 
reasonable fees. I am told the Dinner Key monthly fee will be 
$225/month for a total of 220 moorings.  I have much more 
information on how the Dinner Key mooring field has been a thorn 
in the City's side for the last 5yrs. 
*  
24-08-2009, 09:29    #8 David M  (Moderator)  
Location: San Francisco Bay 
Boat: research vessel 
There is conflict in Richardson Bay in the SF Bay between the 
liveaboards permanently anchored out, the BCDC and the people 
who live in the hills above Richardson Bay.  There is also conflict 
in Clipper Cove near Yerba Buena Island between people who 

 



 

leave their slum like boats there long term and people who want 
the room to anchor their recreational boats for short periods of 
time. 
* 
24-08-2009, 13:47  #9 Chattcatdaddy  
Location: Chattanooga, TN for now Boat: Cal-29 once upon a time 
I can attest to the conflict in Marathon, FL. I lived aboard in 
Bootkey Harbor from `99-`01 on my Cal-29 and it was starting to 
heat up at that time. Eventually the mooring balls were placed and 
any place to anchor was greatly reduced. Guess the conflict has 
somewhat cooled down since that time. The city now gets their 
mooring fees and the derelicts have mostly been moved out. 
Marathon charges $265/month in Bootkey and a weekly pumpout, 
dinghy dock, showers, tec are included. From looking at Bootkeys 
live webcam The City of Marathon FL - Official Website the 
number of boats has decreased since I was anchored in the harbor.    
Keith 
*    
24-08-2009, 18:04  #10 Chief Engineer    
Location: North of Baltimore  
Boat: Ericson 27 & 18' Herrmann Catboat 
In the Severn River near Annapolis....the landowners are trying to 
prohibit people from anchoring in front of their property....it comes 
up time to time 
 *   
24-08-2009, 20:49    #11  GeoPowers  
Location: Rose Haven, MD 
Boat: Beneteau 393 
I'm kinda surprised you're thinking of running that story as a live-
aboard yourself. I think it might have the effect of portraying all 
live-aboards as semi-bums stricken by the economy and down and 
out....not true for all of us as you know, and most of us are happier 
living aboard (or we wouldn't do it!). Aren't you tired of fighting 
the typical live-aboard stereotype of bums camping out in semi-
derelict boat with potted plants hanging from the guardrails, lawn 

 



 

chairs on the deck, 3 inches of growth on the hull, etc?  I also agree 
with another poster about different types of live-aboards.  If you're 
not actively renovating your boat, I personally don't understand 
living aboard and not getting underway, unless it is a financial 
issue. It takes all of 10 minutes to get underway, why not go out for 
a day sail or weekender??   I'd love to read an article about 
something positive as pertains to liveaboards... maybe the carbon 
footprint of a liveaboard vs. RV vs. condo dweller vs. suburban 
single family home dweller! 
*  
27-08-2009, 12:42 #12  zeehag   
Location: home is where the boat is   
Boat: formosa yankee clipper 41 
boatheavy conflict in coronado --the locals think the liveaboards in 
the moorings are inferior beings just because we reside on board. 
this has gotten so bad the locals deposit their filth on the beach 
near us and have their dogs do their business in our dinghies we 
use to transit the distance between the boats and beach.....and 
more......the coronado yacht club is just around the corner from us 
and they deliberately hit our boats and traverse the moorings at 
great rates of speed and in other ways desecrate the anchorages. 
one of the excuses given for the closure of a free anchorage in san 
diego bay was given as too many derelict and abandoned boats---i 
witnessed some being dragged out to this now defunct anchorage 
by residents of the coronado cays ---they left a few 20-24 foot 
sailboats in the anchorage--to be blamed on the residents in the 
anchorage---power boaters from the coronado cays used to go out 
just to produce wake activity around that same anchorage---now 
they do this to the boats in the moorings....really stupid and 
childish behavior -- members of coast guard auxiliary also speed in 
their power boats between the moorings of coronado and the beach 
while kids and others are swimming in these waters....these are all 
witnessed behaviors…the folks in the coronado moorings are not 
derelicts and the boats are all kept in seaworthy condition. there is 
no reason for the disgraceful and unlawful activities of the snotty 

 



 

yotties---some folks just prefer to reside aboard instead of in 
apartments and houses----maybe they will travel in their boats -- 
maybe they already have travelled---i , personally, resided aboard 
and worked as an emergency room rn in lost angeles--i kept boat in 
san diego in coronado mooring field--and made bank while 
working---there is no reason not to do as you wish--and there is no 
reason for someone else to be judge and jury for the lifestyle.  life 
is an adventure meant to be LIVED!!!!!!!.... 
http://sksolitarybird.com 
*    
27-08-2009, 14:18    #13 barnakiel Sea Monster  
Location: between the devil and the deep blue sea Boat: a sailing 
boat 
In Europe same amount of liveaboards over last 2 years. Very little 
conflict at all.  Have seen conflict but that was not related to being 
a liveaboard - the guy (a transient boatie) was dealing drugs and 
got in trouble with local bar-owner. No longer here, not missed.     
~ b. 
*   
27-08-2009, 14:45    #14 ixtlan22     
Location: Currently in Poulsbo Washington  Boat: Islander 
Freeport 41   PNW live-aboard here... 
We've lived in and around Puget Sound for the last 10 years... 
Seattle, Tacoma, Olympia, and smaller places like Port Angeles 
and Sequim, even inside through the locks for a while in Lake 
Union. Live-aboard space is always a premium and conflicts vary 
depending on the area.  In general, the more rural the less hassle 
but still restrictive. Around the big cities, tighter controls, longer 
waiting lists (some.. one, two, three years or longer), and lots of in 
and out fighting "NO LIVEABOARDS IN OUR BACK YARD!" 
attitude same as Florida and California.  
 
In the past few years there's been a huge effort to keep the waters 
of the Puget Sound clean and clear so there are increased 
restrictions on dumping or pumping, also decreases in the 

 



 

percentage of a marina population that can live-aboard (usually 
about 30%), and restrictions on the number of people who can live 
on one boat. In one case, we had a rather large Tri that had over 20 
family members living in, on, and around above and below the 
decks! Also most marina's have a policy that the boat must run or 
have an attached means of propulsion...of course some people take 
that to mean a rubber band and model airplane prop.  We've not 
noticed a significant increase in population as most marina's are 
full-full to begin with. There does seem to be a tendency toward 
less expensive boats showing up with younger people on them but 
I can't say that's a pattern yet or effect of the economy. 
*    
27-08-2009, 16:58    #15    Brent Swain   cruiser 
I believe its mostly politics of envy. Don't envy, emulate.  People 
who are content with their lives tend to say "More power to you," 
when they see someone with a good thing going. Envy is an 
admission that you a have made a screwup of your own life, and 
want to see others dragged down to your level of misery, a race to 
the botttom, in terms of freedom. That will make things "Fair" in 
their warped sense of values.  I live near (not on) "Infamous" 
Marco Island. Yeah, the City that to it's later chagrin, ignored and 
violated not only the Florida Constitution but also the U.S. 
Constitution.  That being said, there are no longer any liveaboard 
marinas in our county. Though I did hear that a local marina is 
offering liveaboard slips. One thing I will point out, is the amazing 
number of marina slips that are un-occupied. Having lived here 15 
years and visited for another 15, I have never seen it so bad at 
marinas. The possible upside is that maybe more marinas will 
consider allowing liveaboards.  One thing that has always struck 
me as illogical is landowners denigrating liveaboards as 
"sneakaboards" and "Floating bums" cus they don't pay property 
taxes, all the while the landowners (and I heard this in 
restaurants/bars) would "crow" to their northern guests that "us 
Floridians don't pay income taxes."  Well the thing is, yes, property 
taxes do pay for a lot of services provided by Cities/Counties in 

 



 

FL, but where else does FL get millions and millions from? From 
sales taxes baby! And liveaboards do pump $ into the local 
economy BIG-TIME. and no, I don't liveaboard here (Yet!) 
Though I did up north for a few years. We boaters got to stick 
together! In unity there is strength sailors! 
*    
09-09-2009, 07:26 #17  zeehag   
Location: home is where the boat is   
Boat: formosa yankee clipper 41 
problem is--we DO pay property tax--just the local yokels dont 
believe we do. 
* 
09-09-2009, 12:49  #18 CaptForce   
Location: Underway, Maine - Bahamas   
Boat: Morgan OI 413 1973 - Aythya 
I know that there have been conflicts, but I don't think that there is 
an issue for most live-aboards. My wife and I have lived aboard 
since 1972, often at marinas, but anchored out for as long as three 
months in one location and we have never been confronted with 
anyone's concern with our presence. 'take care and joy, Aythya 
crew 
*  
09-09-2009, 13:17  #19  Jackie Pitts         Boat: CT54 
I love when people hit me with the Property Tax card.  I 
immediately inform then that I pay more property tax on our boat 
than we did on our 5 bedroom, 3 bath home in San Diego County. I 
also let them know that since we are on a boat we do not have Prop 
13 to protect us from paying our fair share of property tax 
(something homeowners do not have to do in California).  It shuts 
them right up. 
Jackie 
* 
09-09-2009, 14:06   #20 sarafina   
short for Cat Wrangler Location: San Francisco 
Boat: Cal 28 Flush Deck 

 



 

The San Francisco Bay Area has stringent rules regarding 
liveaboards. The Bay Conservation and Development Commission 
(BCDC) has set a 10% cap on liveaboards in the bay. So marinas 
that do allow liveaboards are limited in the number of slips they 
can allow. Needless to say there are many more 'sneakaboards' who 
are aboard more than 3 nights a week. (the definition of a 
liveaboard here is more than 3 nights in a 7 day period.)  There are 
places where you can drop anchor, but there are very few 
moorings.  Interestingly, San Francisco is perhaps one of the few 
places where it actually may be cheaper to live aboard. Studios in 
modest areas go for 1k a month, not including utilities. 
You can expect to pay 250.00 (and up) a month for a slip (30') and 
the same again for liveaboard fees. 
* 
09-09-2009, 14:12      #21  Bash   
Location: Sausalito  Boat: 14 meter sloop 
try the other side of the bay  In my marina in Sausalito, a 50' slip 
goes for $800 per month, and a 60' slip goes for $1,000. 
Liveaboard fee is an additional $250 per month. 
* 
09-09-2009, 14:15      #22 sarafina  
short for Cat Wrangler  Location: San Francisco  
Boat: Cal 28 Flush Deck 
heh. that would be the "up" part I guess, Bash ; -) 
* 
09-09-2009, 15:45    #23 Bash    
Location: Sausalito Boat: 14 meter sloop 
painfully "up"  but that's part of the story, no? I know a lot of 
liveaboards who are paying $1,250 per month slip/liveaboard fee 
on top of a $2,500 and up boat mortgage, and are still looked down 
upon as something just up from a homeless vagabond. 
* 
09-09-2009, 16:28  #24 sarafina  short for Cat Wrangler 
Location: San Francisco  
Boat: Cal 28 Flush Deck 

 



 

and we get asked all the time "why are you guys berthed ALL THE 
WAY DOWN IN South San Francisco?"  we did the math... never 
mind the bridge toll from the City to Marin... that IS painful... and 
we do pay thru the nose for the privilege of living here... 
* 
09-09-2009, 17:27  #25 TaoJones   
Location: Los Angeles | Las Vegas | Miami 
This is an incorrect understanding of Proposition 13, passed by 
California voters in 1978 by a wide margin. What it did was 
restrict the property tax to 1% of the assessed value of a property. 
At 1%, a California home assessed at $500,000 pays $5000 in 
property tax per annum, and there was a time when $500,000 was a 
very modest home in the Golden State.  So Prop 13 doesn't "protect 
[anyone] from paying [their] fair share of property tax," it merely 
caps it at 1% of the assessed valuation. One side effect of the 
passage of Prop13 was the requirement that 2/3 of the members of 
the Assembly and Senate must agree to any bill proposing a tax 
increase. Needless to say, getting even 50% + 1 to agree to 
anything in the California legislature is hard enough, but getting 
2/3 is impossible - thus the yearly budget battle as California 
descends into third world chaos. 
TaoJones 
* 
10-09-2009, 00:24     #26  GordMay C.L.O.D.   
Location: Thunder Bay, Ontario  
48-29N x 89-20W  Boat: (Cruiser Living On Dirt) 
This thread title might explain some of the psychology at work.  If 
liveaboards don't think of themselves as locals, why should our 
neighbouring land-dwellers? 
* 
10-09-2009, 07:06    #27  Jackie Pitts        Boat: CT54 
I stand corrected on the finer points of Prop 13 but my point is the 
same. When we owned our home in San Diego County we paid 1% 
tax on $130K (what we paid for it) just before it was sold it was 
valued at 500K and that is what we sold for yet we were still 

 



 

paying taxes on 1% of 130K. There are many examples of this on 
homes that are valued much higher than ours was. In fact there are 
communities that cannot even afford to pay there local fire dept 
and police dept the going rate because there property taxes are so 
low due to large communitities of people that bought there houses 
30+ years ago and are still paying the 1% tax on the value back 
then....(I believe Laguan Niguel is one of these). When we receive 
our property bill for the boat the value is reassesed yearly and 
actually was higher the year after we purchased it than they 
actually purchase price.  I do not see how it is right for a person in 
a land home to look down on people on boats when in fact they 
really do get more breaks as far as taxes go. 
Jackie 
*    
10-09-2009, 09:26    #28  TaoJones   
Location: Los Angeles | Las Vegas | Miami 
This post accurately reflects the property tax situation in 
California, Jackie, and it leads me to recall the situation when my 
then-wife and I purchased our house in the San Fernando Valley in 
August of '87. Our tax bill was based on 1% of the selling price of 
the home, so we paid approximately $2300. It only went up from 
there, over the years.  Meanwhile, my wife's parents were paying 
property tax on their Westwood home, also at the 1% level, but 
based on assessments that were years behind the curve. They had 
bought the home thirty years earlier, so their tax bill was a fraction 
of our's, yet their home was easily worth twice what our's was.  
What's more, when they sold their Westwood home in '89 and paid 
cash for a new home in Newport Beach, they were able to take 
advantage of another provision of the California property tax laws 
(because they were over 55) and keep their ridiculously low 
property tax payment on the Newport house that was worth five 
times what our Valley house was worth.  Essentially, the tax burden 
was lifted from the backs of the aged and placed on the backs of 
the young. The theory was that there were masses of elderly people 
who were living on fixed incomes, yet their property taxes kept 

 



 

going up significantly, a reflection of the booming California 
housing market. That was one of the key triggers of the Prop 13 
"tax revolution" - to protect those who were "house-rich and cash-
poor."  What you've directly experienced is the numbers game that 
politics is, Jackie. Land-based property owners have a lot more 
votes than water-based property owners will ever have. With no 
power to wield, those on the water will always pay more and get 
less.     Cw32   22;;l2TaoJones 
*    
10-09-2009, 17:55   #29  Chattcatdaddy   
Location: Chattanooga, TN for now   
Boat: Cal-29 once upon a time 
Quote:  Originally Posted by GordMay   
“This thread title might explain some of the psychology at work.  
If liveaboards don't think of themselves as locals, why should our 
neighbouring land-dwellers?” 
Excellent point!   I have been a liveaboard and a local. Never 
personally had a problem finding a marina that allowed 
liveaboards. This was in Marathon, FL and most marinas allowed 
liveaboards as this was the main source of business. A lot of 
snowbirds living on boats in the winter months and the economy 
lived or died by the revenue generated by the cruising/tourist 
community. Anyplace that the economy doesn`t depend on those 
dollars are gonna have a different view of the liveaboard. 
Keith 
*   
12-09-2009, 05:20  #30  Don Lucas Mildly Confused  Location: 
Salem MA/Merrimack NH  Boat: 2001 Hunter 410 
As far as live-aboard RVers all you have to do is drive by a Wal-
Mart at night. We seem to have some folks that seem to be in small 
van based RVs that move from Wal-Mart to Wal-Mart. One in my 
area is kind of sad as it is an older couple and the RV looks barely 
road worthy. I don't think they are in it out of choice and seem to 
be having a hard time keeping up with their RV. 
*    

 



 

24-11-2009, 09:24    #32 Sneuman  Location: Magothy Marina, 
Severna Park, MD Boat: Tayana 37 Cutter - "Symbiosis" 
I can't think of a better use for a Wal-Mart parking lot. 
Sailing Maryland Blog: http://sailingmaryland.blogspot.com/ 
*    
24-11-2009, 09:54  #33 Liam Wald  Location: Santa Cruz   
Boat: Beneteau 331 Itzayana 
Prop 13 in california locks the property tax at the purchase price of 
the home not at 1% of the assesed value.  I live in Santa Cruz 
County and pay 1.3% plus special assesments bringing it closer to 
1.5%.  Santa Cruz County has just done a re-assessment of home 
values based upon the current reduction in values. Home purchased 
between 2004 and 2008 have been re-assesed at an average of 40% 
below the selling prices and property taxes have been reduced 
accordingly.  Median home price here is around $500k. 
*    
24-11-2009, 11:11  #34  zeehag    
Location: home is where the boat is   
Boat: formosa yankee clipper 41 
And that has what effect on the boating in santa cruz???? are folks 
running out to buy boats to live on board??? are they sellin their 
boats to live on land?? have the property taxes paid on the boats 
stayed stagnant or risen???? the boaters DO pay as much or more 
property taxes as do homeowners--look it up...we pay on the boat, 
the cement block mooring the boat, the dirt under the marina slip---
go look it up....... 
*  
12-12-2009, 14:38    #35 alaska pirate    
Location: Slidin' down the Left Coast   
Boat: Roberts Offshore 44-Blue Note 
Interesting to read of the different situations around the country.  
Currently I am a liveaboard although not a local here in Sitka. I 
don't know of any change in numbers as I've only been here a few 
weeks. The City and Borough of Sitka charges a liveaboard fee to 
cover water, sewer, and garbage in addition to slip fees and electric 

 



 

power. I have experienced no animosity on the part of either the 
Harbor staff or the locals I have met.  I do have experience as a 
liveaboard local in Valdez for 9 years. There was some discontent 
from some of the property owners who felt the liveaboards were 
not paying their fair share. In response, the City Council instituted 
a liveaboard fee. It seemed to allay the gripes as I never 
experienced any ill will in my time. I will say that the Harbor staff 
was very appreciative of the presence of liveaboards as we served 
to keep an eye on things such as boats in danger of sinking, fire, 
theft, and other situations. In answer to the OP, I saw no material 
increase in numbers of liveaboards since the end of 2007 until my 
departure last summer. 
http://alaskapirate.blogspot.com/ 
*   
14-12-2009, 15:03 #36  Don Lucas Mildly Confused   
Location: Salem MA/Merrimack NH Boat: 2001 Hunter 410 
One of things that as boaters we diss is that the owners of the 
expensive waterfront homes complaining about the boats ruining 
their view. We talk about this as being wrong/unreasonable on the 
home owners part when we talk about the efforts to 'bann" boaters. 
Wonder what would happen if we flipped it and said that that 
owners of expensive boats have to moor/anchor across from slums 
and falling down industrial parks etc.?  I feel most of these types of 
battles are caused from a small few that give everyone a bad name. 
It's kind of like saying you are "trailer trash" because you live in a 
trailer park! But I've seen some REAL nice trailer parks (and in FL 
were they don't like cruisers anchoring). 
*    
17-12-2009, 22:12    #37 tomperanteau    
Location: California 
Boat: Harstad 31' (32' LOD) Serendipity 
Actually the view is not theirs or ours. The view belongs to 
everyone and that includes the liveaboards AND derelicts.  The 
wife and I, although we are not currently liveaboards, we intend to 
be. We are both professionals (I the semi-retired engineer, and she 

 



 

is the attorney), have been hit by the economy to where we have 
been forced to make the decision of either working until we are in 
our 90's, or making plans to live aboard our sailboat within the 
next few years and semi-retiring early. This choice was not 
difficult to make. We will retire with a minimal stash of what is 
needed for trade (gold, silver, staples) and will skip up and down 
the western coastline.  Anyone else working towards this?   Tom 
*    
18-12-2009, 05:27    #38  osirissail Senior Cruiser 
Location: Cruiser grateful to be still alive and having many great 
years cruising 
Boat: Gulfstar 53 - Osiris 
There is always a surge in "live-aboards" during an economic 
crisis/collapse, especially in a few very expensive geographical 
locations in the country. When forced out of your "land castle" 
your choice is the nearest "under a bridge" tent city or on to a 
floating boat. Although in Miami, Florida there were many living 
on boats that were sunk, but in only a foot or two of water so the 
interior was above sea level. Personal pride and ego generally 
makes the choice of the floating home better than the "under the 
bridge" tent.  
- - So there seems to be two groups (maybe more) of "live-
aboards" - those that actually cruise and go places; and those that 
cannot afford to live on land or do not want to live under a bridge. 
I know from friends in "ritzy" condo's that the "short time" 
anchoring of cruising sailboats is not a problem as the boat is gone 
in a few days or a week or two. It is the "permanent" (over a 
month) anchoring of "live-aboards" that is offensive to the land 
condo/house owner.  
 
- - Just like living in a house, we all accumulate "stuff". But in a 
house we can put the stuff in a closet or extra bedroom or attic or 
where-ever. But on a boat those types of spaces fill up fast and the 
"stuff" ends up on deck. Eventually, you have a boat buried in 
"extra stuff" all over its deck in plain view of the land condo/home 

 



 

owner. Day after day, week after week, month after month, he 
looks out at the float junkyard and gets rather upset. Then you get 
the push to "get rid" of the derelicts, which because of the USA 
anti-discrimination laws means they have to target all boats, not 
just the junkyard boats.  
 
- - Florida many years ago passed a rather intelligent boating law 
that actually was able to "classify" a difference between the 
junkyard boats and honest cruising boats. They did this by defining 
"live-aboards" as any boat that has not moved in 30 days from its 
current anchorage spot. Simply keeping moving or at least moving 
across the bay every few weeks exempted you from the law that 
then required functioning holding tanks and MSD's and the ability 
to "pump out". So they were able to target the non-moving 
junkyard boats and leave the honest cruisers alone.  
 
- - The mooring fields versus anchorage is a further refinement and 
currently under siege in courts and State legislatures. 
*    
18-12-2009, 05:52 #39 biltong Registered User   
Location: Knysna, South Africa 
Boat: 41' Amel Sharki - Reve de Lune 
Quite So! You are quite right. During my 12 years as a live-aboard, 
comments would indicate envy during perfect weather and pity 
during the storms. They could never understand that I just prefered 
to live on a yacht, period! 
* 
18-12-2009, 07:35    #40 CaptForce Moderator  
Location: Underway, Maine - Bahamas  
Boat: Morgan OI 413 1973 - Aythya 
At my present location in Florida the marina here that allows 
liveaboards is 45% empty. It seems a nearby condo development 
isn't selling and they are renting their slips at a reasonable rate for 
liveaboards too. There's also slips available in downtown 
Jacksonville. Here in NE Florida, St Johns River area, there hasn't 

 



 

been this great availabilty of slips in the past thirty years. 'take care 
and joy, Aythya crew 
*    
18-12-2009, 08:02    #41  bloodhunter   
Registered User  Location: Baltimore MD 
Boat: Morgan 45 Enchantress 
sneuman, We have a number of live aboards at my marina 
(Herrington Harbour South) . As far as I know there have never 
been any conflicts. We had one new live aboard on our dock but 
that had nothing to do with the economy. I've also heard that there 
has bee an uptick in live-aboards at Port Annapolis marina in 
Eastport.  (Don't mean to change the subject but we lived in Fair 
Oaks in Severna park for 20 years. Assume you're at Magothy 
Marina. Actually kept my boat there until we bought the house in 
S.P., Now with the kids all gone we've moved to a new townhouse 
in Baltimore.)  
* 
18-12-2009, 08:41    #42  sailvayu  Registered User  
Location: Wilmington, NC  Boat: Irwin 40 
I think if the economy has anything to do with more people 
moving on to their boats it is because of the stress it causes in 
marriages. In my case and in the marina I am in I see more live 
boards because the marriage is on the rocks. The bad economy has 
pushed it over the edge. The husband moves onto the boat (worked 
for Tiger Woods) I think in most cases it is a short term thing but 
not all. And sometimes short term turns into long term. A lot of us 
had the dream of living on board and due to additional stress things 
fell apart at home giving an excuse to do what we really wanted to. 
In many cases the boat is still close to home so offers a good place 
to stay and remain close to kids and family. I have not seen or 
know of anyone that has moved onto the boat because they lost 
there house though, I think the boat would go before the house. 
There maybe some who had the dream and the loss of a job just 
help them expedite things but I think that is more an exception. 
Just my take on it. 

 



 

Fair Winds  Capt. Wayne Canning, AMS      www.projectboat.info 
*   
03-01-2010, 07:38    #43  wild shore Registered User 
Location: Philadelphia, PA  Boat: Tortuga 28' 
The south Florida thing is a weird replay of the Key Biscayne 
Stiltsville controversy a few years ago...now they're trying to 
preserve those structures as historic artifacts..... 
* 
07-01-2010, 10:15    #44  Seahunter  Registered User 
Location: 41.561672, -72.626882 Boat: Endeavour E43K "Dream 
Ketch'r" WDF3292 
In southern California it's a big problem. Live-aboards are accused 
of everything from dumping sewage, basic water quality, parking 
and a general nuisance. From Los Angeles to San Diego the 
percentage is 5% of total slips are available for live-aboards; the 
bigger marinas with upgraded facilities are maxed out at 10%. 
There is a waiting list at most marinas, (up to 2 years) with length 
restrictions minimum and maximum) and anything over 60' just 
won't happen because of the rarity of 60' live-aboard slips. Once a 
marina okays your live-aboard status the county then surveys your 
boat so as they can issue you with the coveted live-aboard license, 
which you may or may not pass.  After the housing market crash, 
many people flocked to the idea of boat living, but with boat 
payments (if you have them) and live-aboard slip fees, many found 
it more expensive than paying rent or a mortgage. For those that 
try the sneak-aboard route, they will find an eviction notice with 
their monthly invoice. 
* 
07-01-2010, 10:35    #45  pwratch        Registered User 
Location: Newport Beach, California  
Boat: Marples 40 Constant Camber 
My wife and I have lived aboard our 41 tri in Newport Beach, CA 
for the last ten years or so. No real conflicts in the senses of 
official or local hostility. Some people think we're weird but, then 
again, some of those same folks lost their homes to foreclosure in 

 



 

part because they wanted more than they needed and were willing 
to borrow to get it. Different strokes as they say. We have made a 
number of friends of folks that live on shore directly opposite our 
mooring and we all laugh about the differences in our approaches 
to life. On the official side, there are rules to contend with such as 
upper limits on the total number of liveaboards allowed in the 
harbor (something like ten percent of the total number of 
moorings) but I don't think it's ever been reached. Not sure of 
what, if any, policy may apply to the many slips that ring the 
harbor, some private and some city controlled. A few years back 
requirements were established for having sanitary systems 
inspected and pump-out logs maintained, requiring an annual 
inspection.  Your boat must be navigable i.e. demonstrate the 
ability to leave the moorings and so forth (no scabbed on outboard 
rigs allowed).  It's been zero problem.  The city and county staffs 
(it's jurisdiction-ally complicated here) have been polite and 
professional, even out-of-their-way helpful, for the most part so no 
complaints there.  They also got pretty aggressive about cleaning 
out derelicts that were either abandoned outright or serving as 
placeholders for the rather expensive mooring permits (you have to 
"own" the mooring to legally live aboard). There are some other 
rules that, once met, cease to be much bother, at least to us. If I 
have to register a complaint (for balance ya know) it would have to 
be that this whole area turns into a zoo in the summer as 
EVERYONE comes to the beach. Parking can be a nightmare but 
you learn the obscure spots and time your essential trips into town 
(anywhere east of Pacific Coast Highway). Fall, winter and spring 
are pretty idyllic in terms of crowds (none). 
*    
07-01-2010, 12:21    #47  Brent Swain cruiser 
Envy is a major motivation for landlubbers hate for liveaboards. 
Envy is an unintended compliment. Envy of others is an admission 
that they have done a better job of running their lives than you 
have . People who are content with their own lives don't envy, and 
when they see someone with a good thing going , say " Good on 

 



 

ya. More power to you."  Take envy as a compliment.  The 
contempt of assholes is the sincerest form of flattery 
* 
08-01-2010, 10:47    #48  pwratch Registered User  
Location: Newport Beach, California  
Boat: Marples 40 Constant Camber 
In my limited experience, envy is not an issue in the eyes of 
landbound Newport Beachers when looking at the liveaboard 
community. It's more of a bemused pity, however misplaced. These 
are, for the most part, people who are pretty well off and generally 
able to acquire and do whatever they fancy. A simpler life as a 
desirable state never occurs to them. They just steer by different 
stars and, like us, wonder at the strangeness and variety as they go 
along. There are symbiotic relationships. We often house and pet-
sit for our land-cursed friends as they go on cruises and the like. 
We get to live in a truly plush environment for a stretch and they 
get first-rate care for the most anti-social dog I've ever met. We are 
almost always glad to move ashore and equally happy to be back 
aboard at the end of it. 
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                Florida city backpedals to avoid  
                    "RV unfriendly" image 
 
While many Florida cities are regarded as havens for snowbirds, 
not everyone welcomes the influx. Recently, residents in Dunedin, 

 

http://www.livingaboard.net/


 

a smaller Gulf Coast city, rallied to stop plans for an RV 
campground at the nearby Honeymoon Island State Park. Faced 
with the possibility of RV owner backlash, city officials are 
scurrying to find a, "more appropriate place for a small, luxury RV 
park within the city limits." This, according to the St. Petersburg 
Times.  
 
The brouhaha got started a few months ago when Florida Governor 
Rick Scott floated an idea to take a 17-acre parking lot at the park 
and convert it into a 45 site RV campground. Residents recoiled 
with horror, with visions of noisy generators and displaced wildlife 
(although just what wildlife lives in the parking lot now isn't clear).  
Faced with the opposition, the Governor canceled plans for the 
conversion. This left the city's governing body with a quandary. 
How could the city ensure it wasn't leaving itself looking RV 
unfriendly? A "brainstorm" is now brewing--can the city locate a 
suitable property in town limits where an RV park can be built? 
Will the city save face?  
 
A quick look reveals a bit more than altruism may be in play: The 
"Times" reports: "In a July e-mail to [City Manager Rob] 
DiSpirito, Dunedin resident David E. Thomas Jr. suggested the city 
might 'deflect attention away from Honeymoon Island' by offering 
up alternative space on privately owned or city-owned vacant land. 
'RV owners want nice facilities and are willing to pay dearly for 
good locations,' Thomas wrote. 'Word gets out virally among RV 
owners about top locations proximate to other services.'"  The 
city's planning and development director was quick to jump on the 
bandwagon. Says the "Times," "'Motor homes can sometimes cost 
in the six figures. A luxury RV park, which offers clients 
concierge- and bed-and-breakfast-type services, might be able to 
attract some of those more affluent travelers,' Rice said."  Just how 
what percentage of the RV community own "six figure" 
motorhomes and who would love the pandering of "concierge and 
bed-and-breakfast" services isn't clear to us. But from our own 

 



 

experience, RVers aren't dumb and easily led. It may be that 
Dunedin is on the road to fooling itself with its facade of 
friendliness.  
                                                                                                                                    
© RV Travel 
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                      Florida city to enforce ban on  
                 overnight parking at Walmart 
                    by Greg Gerber   Friday, January 28, 2011 
  
LAKE CITY, Fla. -- Enforcing a Lake City law for no recreational 
vehicle camping in commercial parking lots is an issue of fairness, 
said Cecil Shaw, owner of E-Z Stop RV Park, the Lake City 
Reporter noted.  “The only thing I ask is you be fair about it,” he 
said. “Enforce the law where RV park owners can make their 
money.”  Overnight parking has been an issue Shaw has battled for 
several years. Signs have recently been put up in Walmart’s 
parking lot indicating the ordinance to RV travelers. Although the 
law was in place, it was not necessarily enforced, Harvey 
Campbell, TDC executive director, told the Reporter.  Lake City’s 
Walmart is conveniently located near a major interstate, Campbell 
said. He’s seen a range of a few to around 35 RVs camping in the 
parking lot over the years.  RV parks pay an occupation license fee, 
assessment on property taxes and more, whereas Walmart doesn’t 
have these associated costs, Shaw said. RV park owners lose 
money when RV travelers park in commercial parking lots. 
 
COMMENTS 
# RvDoc    Friday, January 28, 2011 11:09 AM 
Another campground crying again! Do you have spaces without 

 



 

hook-ups for the tired RV'r to pull in to your campground at 2:00 
in the morning and sleep a few hours? Even if for a small fee? 
Nope, don't think so. 
* 
# Julie Mik    Friday, January 28, 2011 1:26 PM 
We'll be bypassing Lake City, FL on our travels and finding 
another town that actually APPRECIATES and WANTS RVers. 
These campgrounds need to learn that when they act like E-Z Stop 
RV Park and DEMAND that people spend the night in their park, 
they are going to lose even MORE business and so is their town!  
RVers don't like to be told where they can stop to get a few hours 
sleep, and like even LESS having a campground try to force them 
to pay $20 or more to do so! Sorry, Mr. Shaw, but you cannot 
FORCE someone to stay in your park. Yes, I'll be adding Lake 
City, Florida to our list of RV UNfriendly places and will never 
stop there or spend a nickel in that town and especially won't spend 
a nickel at E-Z Stop RV Park!   Mr. Shaw, you need to realize that 
if there are 30 RVs parked at Walmart instead of at your 
campground, there's a reason for that. YOU ARE NOT 
OFFERING THE SERVICES THAT THOSE RVers WANT OR 
NEED! Provide a spot for overnighting for $5.00 or so (no 
hookups, just a level site), and you'd be surprised at the response 
you'll get! Whining and complaining about RVers parked at 
Walmart will get you NOWHERE in the RV world.  I have wheels 
on my home and will use them to bypass Lake City as quickly as 
possible. Thanks for the heads-up! 
* 
# ed    Friday, January 28, 2011 3:44 PM 
Julie, You are probably the RV owner who feels that evrything 
should be free . You are probably the RVer who sets up in the 
WalMart , puts out the awning, slideouts and feels it is your right. 
You probably go to a campground and try to get a Good Sam , 
AAA,Passport America discount. You are the only one who should 
not have to pay for anything. Try this a a hotel or other type of 
resort. Wake up and see that the Mfg. makes them , the RV dealer 

 



 

sells them and the Campground accomodates them. What are you 
going to do when the campground goes out of business, camp on 
the local streets or under a bridge. ???? 
* 
# Julie Mik     Friday, January 28, 2011 4:26 PM 
If the campground goes out of business, it's because they didn't 
provide the services that the RVers wanted and/or needed. Just 
because I own an RV does NOT mean I have to stay at a 
campground and give a campground my hard-earned money when 
all I need is a few hours rest.   I don't recall signing a contract 
when I bought my RV that stated since I now own an RV I must 
pay to stay in a campground. I can take it where I want (that's why 
it has wheels you know) and I can pay to stay in a campground, or 
I can spend a couple hours overnight in a rest area, or in a National 
Forest campground or (gasp) in a Walmart parking lot for FREE. 
And YES, I even put out my slides at Walmart, or anywhere else 
we stop to get a couple hours sleep, but only because my kids can't 
get at their bunkhouse otherwise. There's nothing to stop me from 
doing so, and your righteous indignation means nothing to me. 
Walmart doesn't care if I put my slides out, so why do you?  I 
bought my RV so I could take my home wherever I wanted, and 
that's just what I'll do, and that means NOT staying at the E-Z Stop 
RV Park or even stopping in Lake City, FL. 
* 
# ed    Saturday, January 29, 2011 3:07 PM 
I am sorry that I offended you/ did not realize you were a poor 
homeless gypsy or a person who feels that they should spend all of 
my food stamps at Walmart. Have a good life and take care of your 
impovrished home on the road. 
* 
# Julie Mik   Sunday, January 30, 2011 2:29 AM 
With your attitude, Ed, it's no wonder folks would rather stay at 
Walmart than your campground! 
* 
# Cecelia    Sunday, January 30, 2011 6:04 AM 

 



 

We "crying" campground owners are burdened by fess, taxes and 
codes while black-top camping creates a campground with none of 
the costs. When someone does want a safe, clean overnight site, it 
may be gone because of black-top camping being allowed nearby. 
Don't forget the need to dump that black water - where is that 
going during black top camping - in the storm drain?? The 
overnight site with no amenities is not allowed in the campground 
by the Department of Health, Code Enforcement, etc. 
* 
# Ron     Sunday, January 30, 2011 9:35 AM 
Mr Shaw, I have stayed at your RV Park and bought a lot of fuel 
from your service station in the past on several occasions. Guess 
what? Never again! I will either stay in Georgia or tool on down to 
many nice Florida State parks, but will never cast a shadow on 
your poorly run RV Park again. Also, Lake City businesses, this 
guy will cost you many bucks from RVers that will bypass Lake 
City. 
* 
# jim    Sunday, January 30, 2011 11:30 AM 
well, I just called the E-Z stop and he "can't accommodate me" ... 
told him I'm 45 foot motor home with motorcycle on back towing 
Dakota quad cab truck - need pull through, for about 65 to 70 ft - 
with no trees - late arrival would be after dark - he has a few pull 
throughs, but wouldn't want me coming in after dark with his trees 
and all. Thanks a lot fellow, you don't want my business and with 
Wal Mart not able to allow parking, the whole area can forget it - 
Wal Mart, restaurants, fuel and all. Maybe the City Council should 
have checked out the RV accommodations a little before doing 
this. We're not all "short campers". 
* 
# Pops @ TGO    Sunday, January 30, 2011 11:47 AM 
I have never found a campground in any of the 48 states that would 
be willing to let me dry camp overnight for a nominal fee. No. It's 
full service or nothing. Rarely do I spend a night in WalMart or 
other retail lots. When I do I dont' open all my slides/awning etc. 

 



 

No, I am there for the night. And I generally make it a point of 
buying something inthe store too. Don't sales even in the big box 
stores help with the local economy? Think so. I will do everything 
I can to avoid Lake City. I drive that was twice per year every year.  
Cannot believe rules are being made to drive away customers. 
* 
# ed   Sunday, January 30, 2011 2:05 PM 
Julie, I dont own a campground, I just dislike freeloaders, trying to 
beat evryone for a buck. You present yourself as one. 
* 
# Julie Mik   Sunday, January 30, 2011 2:36 PM 
Nice try, Ed. I am NOT going to give my money to a campground 
that is unable to accommodate me to my satisfaction or do nothing 
but irritate my camping neighbors when all I need is a spot for a 
few hours' rest.   When we get to a campground late at night, first, 
I'm going to be parked in the "road" to decide if I can fit in (or 
back into) a particular site and my headlights are going to be ON 
and most likely shining into someone's RV or tent. 
(~~~~shhhhhhhhhhh, kids, folks are SLEEPING!~~~~) 
Then I'm going to move the picnic table that's invariably in my 
way, and I'm going to have to find the hookups so I don't back into 
them. 
(~~~~shhhhhhhhhhh, kids, folks are SLEEPING!~~~~) 
Then there's the TREES, not only the one next to me (make sure 
there's room for the slides to come out and not hit them or the 
hookups), but also making sure that the trees aren't too low (we are 
high profile and need 14 foot clearance). 
(~~~~Shhhhhhhhhhh, KIDS, folks are SLEEPING!~~~~) 
OK, so that's all done, then we get BACKED IN, which is a feat all 
unto itself, and we find out we are not level. LOL Like that's a 
shock?! 
(~~~~CHILDREN! Folks are SLEEPING!~~~~) 
OK, how off are we? Gotta pull ahead so we can back up onto the 
leveling blocks. OK, backing up . . . STOP. That's good. 
(~~~~BE QUIET! FOLKS ARE SLEEPING!~~~~) 

 



 

We're on the boards and now we're level. All we have to do is put 
the front jacks down now to get situated for the night. 
(~~~~CHILDREN, get in the camper! People are sleeping you 
know!~~~~ ) 
Yep, 5-10 minutes is all it takes! NOT 
Oh, and that's just the procedure at 11 p.m., imagine your 
happiness when it starts all over again at 5 or 6 a.m. . . . 
(~~~~shhhhhhh, folks are SLEEPING!~~~~) 
When we stop in a PARKING LOT or rest area, the procedure is: 
Are we level?  Yep. OK, cool! Front jacks down to take some 
pressure off the truck. 
Open slides so kids can get to their beds (they can't get to them 
with the main slid in). 
Everyone (kids included) -- into the 5er.  Nighty night!   Keep in 
mind that my truck's a diesel, and we all KNOW how much folks 
like listening to the rumble of a diesel at 11 p.m. and 5 a.m.! 
Personally, I love the "rumble" of my truck, but I know there are 
others that just don't have the same passion about the awesome 
power of a diesel. 
 
The above doesn't even mention the fact that there is no one in the 
office at the campground because the office most likely closed 
about three hours prior to my arrival, so I am doing this in a 
strange campground, trying to maneuver around some of the twists 
and turns (and low branches, etc.) and NO LIGHTING in 
campgrounds that are hard to negotiate during daylight, much less 
at 11 p.m., grabbing an empty site and attempting to get set up 
(even only partially) without waking all my camping neighbors.  
But according to "Ed", I'm just a freeloader! I'm thinking that "Ed" 
is the first person that's going to jump onto an RV forum and 
complain about the loud kids and diesel at 11 at night and again at 
5 the next morning! Get a clue, Ed. Sometimes those folks at 
Walmart are actually doing you a FAVOR! 
* 
# jim   Monday, January 31, 2011 8:00 AM 

 



 

Listen up folks - this article is a bit miss-leading in a way, best for 
a lot of you interested RV-ers to preferably write: "Lake City 
Florida Mayor/City Manger/City Council" Mayor Stephen M. Witt, 
City Manger Wendell Johnson, 205 N Marion Ave. Lake City, FL 
32055....to post complaints. After the conversation with that E-Z rv 
park owner (see previous note above from yesterday), I figured it 
was time to call City Mgr. which I just hung up from him. They are 
working on this "situation."  They have been deluged with irate RV 
phone calls. (Mr. Johnson said fine to give out address and phone 
number: 386 719-5768 but written letters are better for bringing up 
officially) ... 
* 
# John  Monday, January 31, 2011 10:28 AM 
Mr Witts (Mayor) email address is witts@lcfla.com 
* 
# Dan Bowles    Wednesday, February 02, 2011 9:07 AM 
One of the key notes in the conversation is the location of 
Walmarts. As a general rule, they are very near the highway, well 
lit, level and paved. I too, would be reluctant to search out a 
campground late at night for a few hours rest. The campgrounds 
normally are not near the highway and for good reasons; quiet and 
solitude for campers. When I stop for a short time, I usually buy at 
the store and top off my tank as well. Income for the local 
economy, even if only a small amount. You might ask why I don't 
just stop at a rest area along the highway. Follow numerous blogs 
and RV articles to see how dangerous this has become in some 
areas of the country. Walmart generally has lots of traffic flow and 
if closed, security personell patrolling as well as local law 
enforcement. I spend a lot of dollars in RV parks and appreciate 
what they have to offer. If it is a matter of just a few hours though, 
I will either travel further and search out a rest area or park at a 
store's lot. I am NOT debating between a store and a campground. 
I doubt that Mr. Shaw will see any more business with the law 
enforced than he saw prior to enforcement. His campground is not 
an option being considered when the need is just for a few hours' 

 



 

break from the road. Even though there is a rare example of bad 
manners at Walmart and other store parking lots, it is obvious that 
most people parked there are short term and are gone in short 
order. It is not often that you see campers that are traveling like 
"poor gypsies" from one Walmart to the next. Those individuals 
will always find some cheap way to stay, regulations or not.I don't 
think Mr. Shaw wants them at his RV park and truly, I don't want 
them as my neighbors when I do camp at an RV park.   (Author’s 
Note: damn, that’s me he’s talking about) 
* 
# Swankie    Saturday, February 05, 2011 6:35 AM 
RV Campground owners - ATTENTION!!!! 
All travellers/campers/rvers/vandwellers are not indigent. In 
fact, quite the contrary. They are people who have worked all their 
lives and paid their dues and taxes. I'm a vandweller. I choose to be 
a vandweller-fulltime. I have always worked, reared two children 
as a divorcee/single parent. I've been sucessful at anything I've 
chosen to do. I am retired now and travelling America kayaking all 
50-states.... which I CHOOSE to do instead of becoming a couch-
potato. When I stop, I work on scanning historic family photos and 
documents and doing family history. The ONLY reason I am able 
to do this on my limited retirement money is because I live 
frugally. That does't make me someone who would live under a 
bridge, but be satisified camping in a run-down trashy campground 
that offers poor services. I would rather boondock in the desert 
than to stay in this RV places in Lake City. I've been in FL now 
visitn my sister for two months and have spent a lot of money in 
Lake City. I now shop in Live Oak... about the same distance to 
either one.  My intent is to live as OFF-Grid as I can, producing 
my own electricity from solar panels I installed myself. All I need 
from the "commercial world" is food and water supplies. And there 
are public restrooms everywhere... I have no black water tank and 
keep no refuse in my van.  I have met over 50 vandwellers in the 
past year from southern CA to WA state and Canada across the 
northern states... to ME and down the east coast to FL. All this 

 



 

travel is only possible because I watch my money, take advantage 
of discounts I am entitled to as are you, use the PassPort America 
for National Parks and Forests, which if you are old enough, you 
are also entitles to use. No one is living off your tax dollars and I 
don't use food stamps. 
 
All of them are clean and highly educated. They all have found 
clever ways to live off-grid for the freedom it provides. NONE of 
them or the other 7,000+ vandwellers in our Vandweller Yahoo 
group will EVER stay in your campground... their free chose.  
Good luck to all you RV Campground owners in and around Lake 
City. You are going to need all the luck and good fortune you can 
get because you have lost all of us ad potential customers... and we 
each know a lot of people. Whenever someone tell me they are 
going to FL, I intend to tell them to bypass Lake City. So the 
decreased income for the community is all on you guys. Greed 
never pays. 
* 
# Swankie  Saturday, February 05, 2011 6:38 AM 
Sorry about the typos above... I was hot under the collar... and 
typing fast. 
                                                                                                             
© RV Daily Report 
***************************************************** 
http://www.columbiacountyobserver.com/master_files/Letters-Op-
Ed/11_0203_barb-speaks-out.html 
                           Op Ed:   RV parking in Lake City 
   Time is of the essence to improve the image 
                              Columbia County, FL  
      (Posted Feb 03, 2011  07:45 am)  by Barbara Jeffords Lemley 
 
When this issue of parking at Walmart overnight started, I was 
present at the Columbia County Commission meeting and present 
at the Lake City Council meeting. My first impression was Cecil 

 



 

Shaw's actions were not for the benefit of the community. Cecil 
Shaw was out for himself financially, so he could have RV's stay in 
his park or maybe others.  The thought of one's economic gain is 
the basis for a capitalistic society.  Mr. Shaw did not understand the 
total market place and the consequences of what would happen. He 
envisioned something far greater for himself.  Fortunately, the 
County Commissioners knew the Walmart property was not in 
county. This time the property was outside their realm of 
jurisdiction and they did not have to bear the total responsibility of 
a poor image for Columbia County.  Columbia County looses 
anyway, through no fault of its own, in this battle of whether or not 
to allow parking. 
 
At the time, I did not know if Cecil Shaw was on the Tourist 
Development Council and now it does not matter. What is the 
concern at hand is to restore Lake City's and Columbia County's 
image.  What the Tourist Development Council and its staff have 
managed to build in the area of tourism is now being destroyed far 
quicker than it was built. The Tourist Development Council could 
be called Tourist Destruction Council. This is food from which 
comic writers feed. Who knows, Jay Leno's staff writers may have 
already ingested this material.  My suggestion is to have Cecil 
Shaw removed from the Tourist Development Council.  The 
process for this is unknown to me. Maybe he could resign. Then 
put out a press release indicating he is no longer on the board. 
Simultaneously, the City should consider the removal of the 
ordinance of not allowing overnight parking in the Walmart.  In the 
interim, maybe the local police can focus on the more important 
issues and situations in our community.  The world is reading 
about Lake City, as can be plainly seen in the media and on the 
web. The feedback is not positive.   Time is of the essence to 
improve the image.   
 
COMMENTS 
On Feb 04, 2011, George from Orlando wrote: 

 



 

Barbara, Your RV parking editorial is "right on." But allowing 
overnight RV parking at the local Super Walmart is only part of the 
solution. The town also needs to encourage the in-town private RV 
park to greatly increase its standards to lure back the RVers who 
have been driven away. (See 
 http://www.rvparkreviews.com/regions/Florida/Lake_City.html 
for Lake City campground comments by RVers from all over the 
country).  We've been visiting Lake City in an RV for at least ten 
years. We use it as an overnight stop, because we like the town 
with it's restaurant row and nearby shopping. Unfortunately, the in-
town campground became less and less appealing, until finally we 
just couldn't stay there any more. Last fall, we decided to try 
staying overnight at the nearby Walmart and were pleasantly 
surprised with the clean, safe facilities. We tried new restaurants, 
went shopping, and even chatted with the friendly Walmart 
security. We would not go back to the private campground unless 
major changes are made.  If Lake City wants to rebuild an RV 
friendly image, and turn lemons into lemonade, they need to not 
only reverse their "no overnight parking" ban, but need to assure 
that their town's private camping alternatives at least meet normal 
standards of appearance, safety and cleanliness. 
George Hooper, Orlando 
* 
On Feb 5, Bob from Fleming Island wrote: 
An article in the Lake City Reporter said Cecil Shaw, the owner of 
the EZ Stop RV Resort was a board member of Lake City’s Tourist 
Development Council.  If Shaw’s performance in the RV Parking 
Ban is any indication of his prowess at developing tourism in Lake 
City, I’m certainly missing something.  Lake City is probably now 
off the list of “Unfriendly RV Cities” but Mr. Shaw’s campground 
is still off limits for most of us.  I hope Lake City puts a short leash 
on Shaw before he alienates race fans just before Daytona’s big 
race, or bikers before Bike Week. 
Bob Hines, Fleming Island 
                                                                                           

 



 

© Colombia County Observer 
***************************************************** 
                             TEXAS 
 
http://www.irv2.com/forums/f38/unfriendly-rv-locations-
100051.html 
 
DelP    08-12-2011, 07:28 PM   
Van Horn, TX Located on I-10 has elected to fine RVers who sleep 
overnight in their town if not in an RV Park. This includes private 
property, Truck Stops and even on your own property. Although 
the last one will be difficult to enforce. Discovery Owners Assoc 
Inc members have contacted the City Manager and was told she 
was pressured by the RV Parks in her City to enforce the 
Ordinance. Several of us have sent emails to the City of Van Horn, 
TX telling them of our displeasure. Our feeling is that if Van Horn, 
TX is RV unfriendly then we will just not give them our business. 
If you feel the way we do then pass the word. And...let us know of 
other towns doing this so we can avoid them too.  If you too would 
like to send Van Horn, TX a message here are the email addresses: 
City Manager: franmalafronte@vanhorntexas.org 
Mayor: okeylucas@vanhorntexas.org 
Publisher, Van Horn Advocate: lsimpson@vanhornadvocate.com  
* 
DelP    08-13-2011, 08:41 PM     
This was posted on the FMCA Forum. 
"RV'ers traveling east and west on I-10 in west Texas, take note. 
You can not, and will be fined, for camping overnight at the truck 
stops in Van Horn, Texas. I pulled into the truck stop parking area 
[where he has stayed many times before], right behind Mc 
Donalds, early this morning for a much needed rest, short nap and 
breakfast. When I awoke 2 hours later at 7am, there was a ticket 
taped to my windshield. Violation of City of Van Horn ordinance 
12/12.010. Fine of $85 payable by money order only."  In 

 



 

particular notice section B-2 which specifies RVs:    
12.12.030 - Definitions. 
A. The term "public area" shall mean an outdoor area to which the 
public has access and includes, but is not limited to, streets, 
highways, parks, parking lots, alleyways, pedestrian ways, vacant 
or uninhabited lots or parcels of land, rights-of-way, and the 
common areas of schools, hospitals, apartment houses, office 
buildings, service stations, transport facilities, churches and shops. 
B. The term "camp" means to use a public area for living 
accommodation purposes for a period of time in excess of four (4) 
consecutive hours, for activities such as, but not limited to, the 
following:  1. Sleeping, or making preparations to sleep, including 
the laying down of bedding for the purpose of sleeping;  2. Parking 
of a motor vehicle, motor home, or trailer for the apparent purpose 
of overnight occupancy; 
 
12.12.040 - Regulations and restrictions on camping. 
A. Except in designated areas or in areas in which prior written 
permission has been granted by the owner or agent in charge of the 
real property, it shall be unlawful for any person to camp within 
the city limits of the town of Van Horn, Texas. 
B. The activities listed in Section 12.12.030 of this chapter shall 
constitute camping when it reasonably appears, in light of all the 
circumstances, that the participants, in conducting these activities, 
are in fact using the area for living, sleeping, or overnight 
accommodation purposes regardless of the intent of the 
participants or the nature of any other activities in which they may 
also be engaging. 
* 
texnet    08-13-2011, 09:41 PM  Location: Granbury, Texas 
There are several cities in the U.S. that have laws against overnight 
parking in public areas. 99% of the laws were implemented at the 
request/demands of the local RV parks and hotels, so don't blame 
the city, but don't stop at ANY RV Park/Hotel in cities that do this 
or you will be doing just what they want you to do... spend money 

 



 

at their business. About 2 years ago we were in Gatlinburg, TN and 
found the same law in place. 
* 
Loren B.  08-14-2011, 10:27 PM    Location: Rising Sun, IN 
Whadda ya mean, "Don't blame the city"? They're the dopes who 
passed the law aren't they?  
* 
texnet 08-15-2011, 07:16 PM    Location: Granbury, Texas 
They passed the law at the request of the RV Parks and lodging in 
the area. Just a government doing what their citizens asked  
* 
wa8yxm      08-16-2011, 09:42 AM    
Originally Posted by num1dgh   
Wow . . . did you let Good Sam know about that?! That's nuts!! 
Interesting thing about Good Sam's... Good Sam's is part of the 
Affinity group, Affinity group owns campgrounds.. And it was 
Campground owners assn, Which may well include Affinity, that 
pushed for this questionably illegal ordnance. 
I won't go into why it's legality is questionable.  The logic the 
campground owners use, is not all that good.. But alas there are 
RVers who do push it.. Are they being paid to push it? (I do not 
know but I've seen worse ideas)   For example there was a story a 
while ago about some jerk who dumped his waste tanks in a public 
parking lot..  And from time to time folks get caught dumping in 
storm drains.  Affinity and the campground owners use these 
incidents as an argument "They must park in a licensed 
campground with proper sanitary facilities".  And the 
governments... buy it. Never mind that the people who are doing 
this stuff are criminals and criminals care little for the law and 
won't obey this new one any more than they did the existing laws. 
The governments buy it.. cuse making laws (and often breaking 
them) is what they do. I kind of wonder what they will do if a 
specific RVer boondocks in their city over night.. (The RVer I'm 
speaking of is a Justice, Supreme court type) 
__________________ 

 



 

Home is where I park it! 
                                                                                                                                  
© irv2 
***************************************************** 
                              GEORGIA 
 
http://www.busconversions.com/bbs/index.php?topic=7757.0 
 
                       RV Unfriendly McDonough, GA 
  
gus 
RV Unfriendly McDonough, GA  « on: March 23, 2008, 11:02:57 
PM » 
If any of you receive the Good Sam magazine "Highways" look on 
page 21 and you will see that McDonough, GA is an RV unfriendly 
city. If anyone is heading that direction it might be a good idea to 
stay clear of ole' McDonough!! It is on I75 a few miles SE of 
Atlanta.   
 
The letter from City Prosecutor Suzanne Whitaker says to me that; 
1. The city does not want RVs. She brings up the old 
"environmental violations" issue so common to cities that don't 
want RVs, or   2. A member of the city council or a good friend of 
a member owns an RV park, or  3. The city is using RV parking 
violations as a good revenue source, or   4. She is not aware that 
parking at WalMart is not under city jurisdiction because it is 
private property. This issue came up in Missoula and Billings MT 
under similar conditions and   5. She knows absolutely nothing 
about RVs.  Local businesses probably do not know that they are or 
will be losing business because of this attitude.   She seems to 
enjoy sticking RVs with "hefty" parking fines as she mentions it a 
few times. Her letter is so confusing to me that I cannot possible 
understand their city parking rules and she says that ignorance of 
them is no excuse. Apparently there are no signs posted explaining 

 

http://www.busconversions.com/bbs/index.php?topic=7757.0


 

these parking rules? This is a great attitude for a public official! 
 
We plan a trip east in a couple of months and you can be sure that 
we won't be spending any of our fuel, food or tourist dollars in 
McDonough, GA!  As some of you may remember this same 
attitude was perceived  by RVers about Missoula and Billings, MT 
for a few years.  I sent both city councils emails complaining and 
both cities assured me that their rules had been misunderstood by 
both RVers and WalMart. I'm departing tomorrow for the west 
coast and plan to take copies of those emails with me just in case. 
 
                                                                                                               
© Bus Conversions 
***************************************************** 
                                       MONTANA 
 
http://www.busconversions.com/bbs/index.php?topic=5698.0;wap2 
        RV unfriendly Missoula, Montana 
 
gus: 
Since there was quite a bit of interest in the Missoula, MT WM 
parking story I decided to post the email from the Mayor of 
Billings because the road rumors had it that Billings was really 
tough on WM parking. I had heard this for years. 
 
Exact Copy of Email From the Mayor of Billings, MT 
-Short and to the Point; 
"Subject: RE: Missoula, MT, The RV Unfriendly City 
Billings allows RV use for up to ten hours with the permission of 
the landowner. 
   -----Original Message-----  
   From: Gus Causbie  
   Sent: Sun 6/3/2007 8:30 PM  
   To: council@ci.missoula.mt.us; Tussing, Ron  
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Subject: Missoula, MT, The RV Unfriendly City 
    
Dear Members of the City Council and Others Responsible for 
This Unfriendly Policy, 
   We just completed a 6400 mile trip in our newly acquired 
motorhome and on this route passed through your fair city. In no 
other location during this trip, which includes thirteen other states 
and some large cities, did we encounter the RV unfriendly policy 
of no overnight RV parking in WalMart parking lots. Undoubtedly 
this policy resulted from the greed of a few RV Park owners, 
probably some of which were or are on the City Council. The only 
other city I know of with this RV unfriendly policy is Billings, MT 
so we avoid it also. This attempt to force RV owners into local RV 
parks is a failure for a number of reasons. Your RV unfriendly 
policy is in glaring contrast to such innovative cities as Hereford, 
TX which has free city park RV parking and hookups, and your 
neighboring city of Helena which seems to have better informed 
leadership. 
     
Motorhomes are self sufficient and have no need for the utilities in 
RV parks every day. Going to WalMart for supplies and avoiding 
the bother of daily utility hook ups is much easier than looking for 
out of the way RV parks. RV owners can afford to stay in RV parks 
but it is not always necessary. Surely RV park owners know this? 
There are numerous other free locations in which to park overnight 
but the result of this annoyance for us was to move on to another 
more friendly area without spending any money in RV unfriendly 
Missoula. We had planned to buy 100 gal of diesel fuel after 
departing WalMart where we would have resupplied our RV and 
eaten at a local restaurant. Other Missoula businesses losing 
customers, other than RV parks, are probably not even aware of 
this RV unfriendly policy. Missoula could be losing considerable 
business because of the shortsightedness of a few RV park owners. 
    
This information will be passed on to other RV owners via RV 

 



 

forums on the internet from which I gleaned the information about 
Billings. Billings is currently being boycotted by many RV owners. 
After many years of stopping in Missoula during trips in our 
private planes I had always considered Missoula one of the more 
friendly and enlightened cities in our travels. We usually stayed at 
the Orange Street Inn and ate at some of the very good downtown 
restaurants during these air trips. Those pleasant experiences make 
it even more disappointing to discover your current RV unfriendly 
policy. I had read on the internet that Missoula also had the same 
RV unfriendly policy as Billings but didn't believe it and presumed 
it was a mistake by the writer.  If anything I have said here is 
untrue I apologize, but we will no longer plan any stops in 
Missoula or Billings. We will spend our money in Helena, 
Columbus or Grey Cliff where the atmosphere is more friendly. 
    
Sincerely,  Edgar Causbie      Ash Flat, AR 
                                                                                                              
© Bus Conversions 
***************************************************** 
http://www.irv2.com/forums/f59/billings-montana-now-rv-
unfriendly-18401.html 
 
      Billings, Montana now RV unFriendly 
 
Kirk   08-05-2005, 02:08 PM   Location: Livingston, Tx., US 
I just read this post on the RV.net site and wondered if anyone here 
knows anything about it?  
Quote: 
       RV owners upset with city over parking laws 
                  By ED KEMMICK  of The Gazette Staff 
 
RV owners are up in arms over attempts by the city of Billings to 
enforce a section of city code prohibiting overnight RV camping 
except in licensed campgrounds.  Although the crackdown started 
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last summer, the city didn't hear any complaints from RV owners 
until recently. Nancy McCullough, a commercial code enforcement 
officer for the city, said she has fielded 12 complaints from RV 
owners since June 27. Four people from different parts of the 
country have sent letters decrying the city's actions to The Gazette. 
One letter writer warned that news of the crackdown "is beginning 
to radiate through the RV  community" and could ultimately cause 
a lot of tourists to bypass the city. McCullough and her boss, 
Planning and Community Services Director Ramona Mattix, say 
it's simply a case of responding to complaints that city laws were 
being ignored. The main law in question is part of the city's traffic 
code and has been on the books since at least 1967 (hippie - era!!! 
Just like here in San Francisco). It says,  in full:  "It is unlawful 
for any person to park any motor vehicle for camping purposes 
in the city except in an authorized tourist park." When the 
owners of several RV parks complained last summer that Rvs were 
illegally parking overnight in the two Wal-Mart lots in Billings, 
city officials met with Wal-Mart representatives last September. As 
a result, Wal-Mart started posting signs in its lots, informing 
patrons that it was against the law to park there  overnight. In 
addition, the stores agreed to have their security guards put fliers 
explaining the law under the windshield wipers of any Rvs parked 
at Wal-Mart for more than four hours after 9 p.m. or at any time 
past 2 a.m. Mattix said that has been the extent of enforcing the 
law. City code enforcement officers have not issued any citations. 
Some of the people who wrote letters to the editor complained that 
they only wanted to take a quick nap and used Wal-Mart lots for 
convenience. Mattix said they probably wouldn't be affected by the 
law. "If someone just wanted a few hours' sleep in the middle of 
the afternoon, I don't know how we could tell them from other 
Wal-Mart shoppers," she said. John Terzich, the assistant manager 
of the Wal-Mart in the Heights said every RV owner who comes 
into the store tells him they've never had problems parking at any 
other Wal-Mart. They don't really complain, he said, "they just 
want to know why." Marty Heires, a Wal-Mart spokesman at 

 



 

company headquarters in Bentonville, Ark., said Wal-Mart has 
never actively encouraged overnight camping. It's just something 
that developed over time and was not objected to by the company 
because people who spend the night in the parking lot generally 
spend some money at Wal-Mart in the morning. Overnight 
camping is prohibited by some individual stores because there isn't 
enough room, he said, and there are other places where local laws 
ban camping in parking lots. He said the only place he could think 
of where such laws are strictly enforced was in Wisconsin. "We're 
fine with that," he said. "We perfectly understand that. Wherever 
it's prohibited, we comply with local ordinances."  Lt. Greg 
Willoughby of the Missoula Police Department said the law there 
only prohibits people from camping in RVs on public right of way. 
A couple of years ago, however, someone misinterpreted the law 
and Wal-Mart posted signs saying it was illegal for RVs to spend 
the night. When store managers were told it was legal, Willoughby 
said,  the signs came down.  McCullough said Lowe's, which is 
just west of the West End Wal-Mart,  voluntarily posted signs 
explaining the city law after RVs evicted from Wal-Mart start 
spilling into the Lowe's lot. McCullough said  there used to be as 
many as 20 RVs a night in the West End Wal-Mart  lot.  At the 
KOA Kampground on Garden Avenue - the first KOA in the 
country - RV owners who don't want any services can park their 
rigs for $28 a night. The fee goes up to $45 for water, electric and 
sewer hookups. The city also received complaints about RVs 
parking at the Holiday Inn Grand Montana Hotel and Convention 
Center on Midland Road. General Manager Scott Larsen said the 
hotel had been offering 21 RV slots for many years, aiming the 
service at long-distance travelers who might like a chance to use 
hotel amenities on occasion. For $25 a night, the Holiday Inn gives 
RV owners a room key that gives them access to the hotel pool, 
laundry, exercise room and bar and restaurant, plus an electrical 
hookup. RVers can even have room service deliver meals to their 
vehicles. Larsen said he had no idea such a service was illegal until 
he was contacted by the city earlier this summer. His solution was 

 



 

to apply for a campground license through the state Department of 
Health and Human Services, which he says was promptly granted. 
The license has to be renewed annually and costs $40 a year, he 
said. City Councilman Dave Brown said he heard from at least one 
RV owner  upset with the city law, and Brown said he suggested at 
a recent  council meeting that the law be repealed. So far the idea 
hasn't gone beyond the discussion stage, he said. Meanwhile, the 
city continues to field complaints about RVs parked in the front 
yard of private residences or used for living or sleeping.  Those 
uses are prohibited by zoning ordinance, not traffic law, and as 
such are not dealt with by McCullough, who handles commercial  
complaints. But she said her residential code enforcement 
colleagues have been kept running. One man who was cited for 
illegal RV storage drove around the city and entered complaints on 
more than 200 illegally parked RVs, McCullough said. Code 
enforcement officers are slowly working their way through the list, 
she said.   Ed Kemmick can be reached at 657-1293 
 
 
COMMENTS 
08-06-2005, 05:08 AM   Rick A   Location: Boerne, TX 
Just my personal opinion! I seems people feel overnight parking on 
someone elses property is a right and not a privilidge and get very 
upset when that priviledge is taken away. I personally would be 
asking the question why is an ordinance that has never been 
enforced all the sudden being enforced and are the reasons for the 
ordinance being put in place to begin with still valid from 1967. 
The other question is what is their definition of "camping" ("It is  
unlawful for any person to park any motor vehicle for "camping 
purposes in the city except in an authorized tourist park.") As this 
seems to be a growing trend "No Overnight Parking", everyone 
who wants to boycott a city because of this, will just be staying 
home in the future. 
* 
08-06-2005, 09:28 AM  Renegades     

 



 

Location: Waverly, Tennessee 
As an Rv'er, when we travel, I want to hit the road and get there in 
one piece. Now I know my driving limits and set a goal to be at. 
Usually it's fuel stop, Fly 'j', Pilot, etc. I get fuel and eat, then I'll 
sleep from anywhere 2 to 5 hours, then I'm back on the road. I used 
no electricity except what I needed from my generator. As I don't 
need to put the slides out as I can get by without. Get my sleep and 
then I'm up and out of there and on the road.  
 
Now I also help a friend of mine run a campground. I have seen 
folks park in the truck stop across the street for a while. They could 
of come in and parked for the night but they are also on a schedule 
and most of the time they want to get back on the road and to thier 
final stop. Years ago our folks had a longer time to do there 
vacations and you didn't have the rush rush of today.  The 
campground owners are missing the boat. Yes they designed there 
cg's to handle most rigs, but they didn't take into consideration the 
rv'er who just wants to stop and boondock for a few hours of rest. 
No hookups, just a place to park. Even new owners who are 
designing there new cg's, they still leave out an area for 
boondocking. If you charge, that may still drive away the 
boondocker. My thoughts of an area large enough to bring in a 40 
foot with tow and beable to pull in and park, plus enough room to 
get out.   Now if you stop in for a few hours of sleep no problem, 
but if you want to park a little longer then come into the cg and get 
a site.  My thoughts, any  others?        Renegade (Jim) & Wrangler 
(Doreen) 
* 
08-07-2005, 03:48        Bob Sammons    Location: Texas 
This issue is being pushed primarily by KOA campground owners 
and support groups like ARVC and The Affinity Group which 
includes Camping World, Good Sam, Woodalls, Coast to Coast and 
others. These folks are not the friends of the RVers. They are 
protecting their advertizing supporters and camp ground owners. 
They want the RVer's money. This move to ban RV parking also 

 



 

includes parking on your own property. This is not about going on 
vacation --- its about anyone who owns an RV and must park it 
somewhere. If we all speak we can stop this trend. If we are silent 
those people and their supporters will tell us where to park our RV. 
* 
 08-07-2005, 03:59 AM     Bob Sammons  Location: Texas 
This parking ban is not about Camping, it is about Parking. Camp 
Grounds are for camping and we all need and use them. Parking 
lots are for Parking, not Camping. Some RVers don't seem to know 
that and they reflect on all of us. 
* 
08-07-2005, 05:25 AM      RVDriver   
Location: Maplewood, MN, USA 
Right on Bob, I have never stayed overnight at Wal Mart, but I 
have at "other places", and when I do I park for 5 to 8 hours, I do 
not "Camp". When I park I do not put slides out, I "park", I may or 
may not "Sleep". But if we don't speak up, we won't even be able 
to stop for grocery's!           Bruce 
                                                                                                                                  
© irv2 
***************************************************** 
http://www.gabbyjim.com/RVersAgainstNOP.htm 
                              RVers Against NOP 
(Recreational Vehicle Users Against No Overnight Parking 
Ordinances)   Last update: Tuesday, September 14, 2010, 5:30 PM 
Mountain Daylight Time 
 
First, let’s make one thing very clear. There is a distinct difference 
between  
                           "Camping" and "Over Night Parking"  
     
As used on this website, the term "RV" means recreational 
vehicle(s) designed to provide sleeping accommodations; and 
usually also cooking, dining, bathing and toilet facilities.  Sadly, 

 



 

more and more cities and towns are adopting "No Overnight 
Parking" ordinances. These ordinances drive the RV business 
away, while earning the city or town a reputation with RV owners 
of being an unfriendly place to stop (and shop). The two-fold 
purpose of this web site is to help educate city / town 
administrators as to how to remain "RV Friendly" and also to help 
educate RV operators as to how unacceptable conduct when 
spending the night "for free" endangers this privilege for 
everybody.  
 
ATTENTION RV OPERATORS: It is very important that you 
understand WHY some property owners have given up - or gotten 
FED up - with RV operators and posted No Overnight Parking 
signs.  Recognizing that misconduct by a single RV operator can 
"spoil the barrel" for everybody else (by motivating authorities and 
/ or property owners to ban free overnight parking), RV operators 
are asked to please see - and follow - the Overnight Parking 
Guidelines at the bottom of this page. They are there for your use 
in protecting the privilege of free overnight parking for 
EVERYBODY.  
 
There are three basic reasons for this RV unfriendly conduct of 
passing No Overnight Parking ordinances.  The most obvious 
reason is clearly seen in the "camping" photo above (website 
showed a $100K with it’s slide-outs and a lawn chair in front). It 
would appear that these people are clearly not just "parking" - 
They have their slides out, their window curtain up, the TV antena 
deployed, and - most telling - lawn chairs out. The overcast sky 
hides the fact that these photos were taken at 1:30 in the afternoon! 
Clearly, these folks have "made camp" - probably to wait out the 
storm, but camping none the less.  Another reason for such 
ordinances is concern over "homeless" people or "squatters" 
who pose health, crime, and safety issues. However, there are 
other ways to deal with these people, most cities already have laws 
on the books for that, they just need to be enforced.  Finally, the 

 



 

sister motive to ending the offenses seen in the "camping" image, 
is often a misguided attempt to "force" people to patronize the 
local campground establishments. Clearly, those who set up house 
keeping in parking lots are not about to pay for a campground spot. 
(Clearly, they don't need hook-ups, and why pay motel room prices 
just to sleep in your own vehicle?!) They will simply move on 
down the road - and spend their money else-where. Unfortunately, 
if the ordinance is intended to generate revenue for campground 
owners, is not only ineffective in that goal, it also drives potential 
customers away from other local businesses. For example, many 
people who park for the night at a Walmart store may also walk to 
a near-by restaurant for dinner, take in a movie or live 
performance, shop for souvenirs, buy fuel, or otherwise spend 
money in places besides Walmart. 
____________________________________________________ 
This webpage was inspired by the activities of the Yahoo! "group" 
called WalmartRVing, a social group dedicated primarily to sharing 
information about over-night parking experiences at Walmart 
stores. Although the primary focus is on parking at Walmart stores, 
members often share other useful related information. Among the 
"perks" of membership is the availability of databases, GPS and 
PDF files that show the locations of many, if not all, of the 
Walmart stores, and whether or not they ban overnight parking.   A 
primary qualification for joining Walmart RVing at Yahoo! Groups 
is experience - or desired experience - with free overnight parking 
- at Walmart Stores - in a Recreational Vehicle. However, other 
locations for free parking are also occasionally mentioned. The 
following guidelines are in no way an attempt to "force the will" of 
a small group of folks upon others. It is a statement of what a large 
group of individuals feel is polite and courteous, and the 
observation of which will help protect the availability of Free 
Overnight Parking for everybody.  Since the beginning of recorded 
history, societies have adopted guidelines to help ensure their 
mutual safety and comfort. This effort here is no exception. If Free 
Overnight Parking is to continue to be available, the trend to 

 



 

outlaw such has GOT to be reversed. To help do that, careful 
research has been conducted to determine what is CAUSING the 
demise of this service, and guidelines intended to help preserve the 
option have been documented.  
 
There will always be “jerks” who feel that it is their “right” to be 
rude and inconsiderate. Some may feel that “nobody is going to tell 
ME what to do” and become defiant and outright contrary. Some, 
who have invested large amounts of money into a bad decision 
(buying an RV that requires jacks and open slides to simply access 
the living areas), may attempt to defend their offensive and 
damaging conduct with lame excuses. When such people react 
against a community which is trying to preserve an endangered 
privilege there is little one can do except hope that managers and 
authorities recognize them as an exception. It is proper for such 
managers or authorities to ask offenders - politely or under threat 
of legal action - to conform to accepted social behavior or, in the 
Cowboy Vernacular, "Get out of town". It is also appropiate to 
demand such thoughtless operators pay for any damage they may 
do - especially damage to pavement caused by jacks or slides, or 
by backing into things.  Intelligent men and women of all ages 
recognize that certain "rules" or "guidelines" are necessary for the 
preservation of that which is important. To that end, the following 
guidelines are presented, not as if carved in stone by the hand of 
God, but as generally accepted conduct that may - or may not - 
warrant some deviation for extenuating circumstances. 
Unfortunately, some RV floor plans are not usable unless 
everything is extended. Although this is an unfortunate situation, 
beyond the reasonable control of the operator, extending things 
still gives the impression of "camping" and can be used by some as 
justification to pass NOP ordinances. At the very least, operators of 
such vehicles need to carry and use large sheets of plywood or 
steel plates under their jacks, to protect the pavement. Therefore, 
those that find themselves in such a situation should consider the 
guideline of arriving late and leaving early. "Avoid the very 

 



 

appearance of evil" is sound advice. 
Guidelines for Overnight Parking 
 
The following guidelines are generally accepted by members of the 
Yahoo Walmart RVing group:  If we are successful, a passer-by 
should not see any indication that we are not simply shopping.  By 
being discrete, we give no cause for objection to those who oppose 
free overnight parking at our hosts, nor do we encourage others to 
seek the creation of ordinances outlawing overnight parking. (See 
"Open Letter to City / Town Administrators" for why they would 
do that.)  By being unobtrusive we show courtesy and appreciation 
to those who allow us as guests in their community. Here are some 
basic guidelines to help preserve the privilege of free overnight 
parking.  
      1. If you arrive before store closing, ask permission to park 
overnight.  
      2. Please limit your stay to one night. Arriving later in the day, 
and leaving early in the morning would also help reduce 
congestion in their parking areas and be less inclined to draw 
attention to your stay.  
      3. Please empty trash in trash receptacles only.  
      4. Do not empty gray water or black water on the ground or in 
the sewer drains.  
      5. Please don't extend awnings, set up chairs and tables, or 
otherwise make the parking lot appear to be a campground. Doing 
so can result in a loss of privileges for everybody, if not 
immediately, perhaps in the future. If you MUST put down your 
leveling jacks, be sure to place a large flat board under them to 
avoid damaging the asphalt.  
      6. Park so that your generator, if used, doesn't bother other RV-
ers or the business' other customers. (BE a customer TOO!)  
      7. Park in areas suggested by their staff, or near other RV's (if it 
seems reasonable). These areas are selected for your safety, and for 
the least inconvenience to their customers and their staff. At 
Walmart, that is usually toward the garden section. Flying J asks 

 



 

that you park in the parking lot away from the trucks.  
      8. Please express appreciation to the facility manager for the 
privileges they extend to us. That can include letting our hosts 
know that we like to shop there because of the courtesies that they 
extend to us. (Tell them about this website!)  
      9. Above all, be courteous and considerate to fellow RV-ers and 
our corporate hosts alike. If you feel an RVer is violating our 
standards, do not confront. Simply invite them to join our group if 
you feel comfortable doing so. (Tell THEM about this website 
TOO! Or give them the flyer linked at the bottom of this page.)  
      10. The use of slide outs is discouraged. If you MUST extend, 
please park in a way that will cause the least inconvenience to 
those around you. Moreover, some RVs require that levelers be 
used before a slide is extended. Thus the request that some sort of 
platform be used to prevent damage to the parking surface. 
     11. If you have a need to stray from the guidelines, the 
overriding principle should be to avoid or minimize any 
disturbance of others or to provide evidence that you are camping 
instead of parking. If it looks like you are camping, you are! 
12. Pick up after your dogs. (This really DOES have to be said! 
Some folks, like Congress, think they are above the law, and 
everybody ELSE should just put up with their crap!)  
 
For the few individuals who feel they need something more official 
to help them understand what is expected, the "Overnight Parking 
Code of Conduct.pdf", available here, is a document approved by 
13 of the most well known RVing organizations. It is about as 
"official" as it gets.  Please remember, these "guidelines" are 
intended to help preserve our privilege of free parking where it still 
exists, and to help restore that privilege where it has been revoked. 
Making excuses for unsavory conduct, or property damage, may 
make you FEEL better, but it won't make the problem go away.  
Happy Parking - Please be courteous, considerate and friendly!  
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                                          MAINE 
 
http://community.fmca.com/topic/246-maine-overnight-rv-parking/ 
 
A bill in the Maine State Legislature, LD 114, would make it a 
civil offense to park an RV overnight on any public parking lot in 
the state.  Posted 08 May 2009 - 01:48 PM 
 
HP0098, LD 114, item 2, 124th Maine State Legislature 
Amendment C "A", Filing Number H-222 
HP0098, Filing Number H-222, LR 279, item 2,  
First Regular Session - 124th Maine Legislature, page 1 
 
Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause 
and inserting the following:  ‘Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §2502  is enacted 
to read: 
§ 2502. Camping in parking facilities prohibited.  A person may 
not park or occupy a recreational vehicle, as defined in Title 
10, section 1432,  subsection 18, in a commercial parking 
facility overnight. For purposes of this section, "commercial 
parking facility" means a parking structure or area open to 
members of the public for the purposes of parking their vehicles 
while patronizing one or more commercial establishments, but 
does not include a mobile home park or recreational vehicle park 
allowed by a municipality or a camping area licensed by the 
department. A person who violates the provisions of this section 
commits a civil violation subject to a fine of no more than $100, 
which must be suspended for the first violation and may be 
suspended for subsequent violations. This section may be enforced 
by the department, a municipality, a law enforcement agency or a 
law enforcement officer. Nothing in this section preempts a 
municipality's existing enforcement authority or prohibits a 

 



 

municipality from adopting a zoning or municipal ordinance with 
more stringent standards. For the purposes of this section, "law 
enforcement agency" has the same  meaning as in Title 25, section 
3701 and "law enforcement officer" has the same meaning as in 
Title 29-A, section 101, subsection 30.’ 
 
                                          SUMMARY 
This amendment replaces the bill, which was a concept draft. It 
prohibits a person from parking or occupying a recreational vehicle 
in a commercial parking facility overnight. It defines "commercial 
parking facility" as a parking structure or area open to members of 
the public for the purposes of parking heir vehicles while 
patronizing one or more commercial establishments and excludes 
mobile home parks or recreational vehicle parks allowed by a 
municipality or a camping area licensed by the department from 
the definition. It makes a violation a civil violation subject to a fine 
of no more than $100, which must be suspended for the first 
violation and which may be suspended for subsequent violations. It 
allows the department, a municipality, a law enforcement agency 
or a law enforcement officer to enforce the provision and does not 
preempt a municipality's existing enforcement authority or prohibit 
a municipality from adopting a zoning or municipal ordinance with 
more stringent standards. 
* 
COMMENTS 
buddyzds:   Posted 08 May 2009 - 02:57 PM  
 www.mainesenate.org/mitchell 
The above URL will enable you to send an email to Senator Libby 
Mitchell Maine Senate President District 24. Please notify her as to 
why she should oppose the proposed bill and how it could cost her 
state quite a bit of revenue.   I like to "boon dock" from time to 
time, when I drive late and it is too much trouble to check into a 
CG just to roll out early the next morning. I wouldn't like to 
become a criminal just because I slept in my Motor Coach.   Let's 
Roll ! 

 



 

Wolf    M.S., CFI/CP/ME/IR   Commander USN (Ret.) 
NRA Life Member 
* 
TBUTLER:  Posted 08 May 2009 - 04:59 PM 
I have contacted each of the above agencies. Some require some 
searching to come up with an e-mail address. Check the bottom of 
their page for a tiny word, contact. Here is the message I sent to 
each.  We have been informed that a bill in the Maine State 
Legislature, LD114/HP98, would make it a civil offense to park an 
RV overnight on any public parking lot in the state.  We have 
visited Maine in the past and plan to do so again this summer. On 
our last visit, we made stops at four different campgrounds in the 
state staying 12 days total. We did park on a public parking lot (at 
Wal-Mart) one night. The circumstances were unique in that we 
had just returned from Canada late one rainy evening. Rather than 
trying to find a campground in the dark on a rainy night we elected 
to park on the Wal-Mart parking lot. I do not like to drive at night 
with such a large vehicle and being able to get off the road to a safe 
parking place is very important to me. We left early the next 
morning and drove to our next campground in Maine.  We love 
visiting Maine and have always felt welcome but the nature of this 
bill is to make us feel less welcome. I think it will be a stain on the 
welcome mat that I am sure you and the legislature of Maine wish 
to extend to the vacationing and recreational vehicle community.  I 
should mention that the Family Motor Coach Association (FMCA) 
has established a standard of etiquette for recreational vehicles 
when parked on public parking lots. This standard of etiquette can 
be found at:  
http://www.fmca.com/index.php/motorhoming/...ernight-parking 
 
If the legislature feels the problem is severe enough to warrant 
some action perhaps it can be tempered with some standards such 
as above to make it more palatable to the recreational vehicle 
community.  Thank you for your consideration. 
* 

 



 

barryhomer:  Posted 10 May 2009 - 08:38 PM 
Maine legislators are voting this week. Now is the time for all 
good men & women to offer our concerns.....This is our letter.                  
Barry & Cindy 
 
STOP Bill LD114/HP98 ''RV Unfriendly'' Law hurts everyone 
We are very upset about bill LD114/HP98 currently being pushed 
through the Maine State Legislature. It will make it a civil offense 
to park an RV overnight on any public parking lot in Maine. Our 
understanding this bill may already be out of committee with a 
''Pass as Amended'' recommendation. Someone needs to stop 
passage of this ill-considered, discriminatory law and consider 
what it really means to the state of Maine merchants and tourism.  
Does Maine really want to alienate 30 million RVers?  Does Maine 
really want to be labeled ''RV Unfriendly''?  LD114/HP98 will have 
an unexpected, and far-reaching negative economic impact. It will 
be a public relations embarrassment created by a small special-
interest group the campground industry â€“ who mistakenly 
believe this will fill their campgrounds. Mandating that every 
single night, every single RVer in Maine must be parked in a 
campground is absurd! Maine should welcome RVers with open 
arms in every way possible. You are competing for our disposable 
income with every other state in North America. LD114/HP98 
sends the message that we are a nuisance, second-class citizens to 
be directed where we don’t want to go, and basically not welcome.  
Some of the major shortcomings in this special-interest law 
include: 
 
(1) No forethought as to what impact there will be on the Maine 
tourist economy when RVers elect to avoid visiting, passing 
through or spending money in Maine, as they did in Billings MT, 
Laughlin NV and Reno NV when those cities attempted to enact or 
enforce similar bans on a local basis pushed by campground 
owners. Wal-Mart stores nationally have allowed RVers to park 
overnight in their lots. Why? Wal-Mart management knows that 

 



 

good RV relations brings in business.  
 
(2) Discriminates against RVers. It would be illegal for RVers to 
park overnight at places like Wal Marts, truckstops and casinos. 
Yet trucks are excluded and can park anywhere. So truckers can 
park overnight at Wal Mart but RVers cannot?  No casino overnight 
parking?? Really?? I like parking at casinos and always seek them 
out. Casinos have always appreciated me (and my money). A loss 
for all of us! 
 
(3) Creates really BAD feelings trying to force RVers to travel 
additional miles off our route, where we don’t want to go, just to 
find a campground where we might not fit, to pay for amenities we 
do not use, want or need. Parking overnight in a public or private 
lot where we are out of the way is what RVers expect to be able to 
do and it’s a big help. Our vehicles are designed for this. It doesn’t 
bother anyone except Campground Owners who mistakenly see us 
as lost revenue. 
 
(4) No provision for where RVers would stay from late Fall 
through early Spring, when nearly all Maine campgrounds are 
closed. 
 
(5) No provision requiring campgrounds to be open to check-in 
arriving RVers at any time of day or night. 
 
(6) No provision requiring campgrounds to offer facilities to 
accommodate any size and kind of RV, including the largest rigs, 
or for campgrounds to provide and maintain access roads with 
sufficient weight-bearing capacity and adequate clearances. Often 
RVs don’t fit under the trees or on small sites so common in rural 
or smaller family-owned campgrounds. 
 
(7) No provision for handling RVs with no place to go because 
area campgrounds are full and there are no other campgrounds 

 



 

within 50 miles. My guess is there aren’t even enough RV 
campgrounds in Maine to park every RV every night. This is a silly 
law especially since Maine is so rural! 
 
(8) Bill language mentions waste disposal, the usual “herring” that 
campground owners throw out when pressing for this kind of law. 
The law would punish all for the transgressions of a very few who 
dump tanks where they shouldn’t, an action that is already illegal. 
The modern RV is self-contained and 99.9% leave nothing behind 
except money spent. 
 
(9) Creates an unsafe situation and probably exposes Maine to law 
suits from accidents. The majority of RVers are retirees. Do you 
really want me on the road with my 55-foot combination of 
30,000-lb+ motorhome and tow car, possibly creating a dangerous 
situation because I’m tired because I can’t find a suitable 
campground because you won’t let me pull over for the night? 
 
My advice to State, County and City Lawmakers: 
You are elected or appointed to provide a service to your 
constituents. Are your constituents better off by turning business 
away? I think not! I want my state/city to open doors to those 
traveling through in the hope I can foster a relationship that 
encourages visitors to come back. An ''RV Friendly'' reputation 
spreads like fire in today’s internet savvy RV community. Like-
wise a restrictive/unfriendly attitude â€“ and especially  “nuisance 
ordinances”  spreads at an even faster rate! You provide 
encouragement for RVs to stop and shop by the attitude portrayed 
from the absence of negative overnight parking restrictions or by 
the presence of big-rig access signage. Don’t give reasons for RVs 
to continue on down the road! Your businesses and tourism 
industry will benefit from inviting us to stop by. 
 
My advice to RV Park Owners who push bans on RV parking any 
place other than their parks:  If RVers are coming to your city or 

 



 

town as a destination they will likely stay in your commercial RV 
Parks. By mandating enforcement of RV parking you are hurting 
your own business and city/state reputation. Many RVers will 
simply avoid “RV Unfriendly Maine”. Accept that RVers who just 
want a quick stop for the night don’t want a campground. Maybe 
you could attract some more business by joining one of the half 
price RV clubs and limiting the stay to two nights, thereby 
introducing your park to those that might return for longer stays. At 
least you would not be anti-traveler. 
 
My advice to Stores, malls, restaurants, entertainment with large 
parking lots:  Tell your security people to welcome us with a smile. 
Advise us where the best place to park is. We are pleased to 
register if you want. We enhance your security just by being there. 
And that’s not to mention what we will spend for eating, shopping 
and entertainment.  
 
My advice to Casinos:  You are in a very unique position to 
increase your share of RVer customers and increase your bottom 
line. Just look at Native American casinos â€“ many welcome 
RVers to stay as long as they want. Require registration if you 
want. Identify an area and mark off the number of parking slots 
you feel are appropriate for your size of facility. When feasible, 
provide a sewer dump and fresh water supply. A small charge 
would not be out of line. 
 
My advice to Maine businesses, services, recreation & tourism 
industry, and citizens: 
LD114/HP98 must be stopped. If LD114/HP98 should somehow 
pass, I will mark across the Maine map in my map atlas with large 
letters ''RV Unfriendly.'' Then I will make every effort to never or 
severely limit our future travel there. I will put the word out to my 
fellow RVers and RV groups that they should do the same. You are 
out-of-step with  30 million RV travelers to think this bill has any 
value to anyone except RV Park Owners. Put a stop to this special 

 



 

interest stupidity.  Unfortunately for us, RVers are a dispersed 
group and are unable to lobby the way the Campground Owners 
have. But we are indeed a powerful group who can vote with our 
wheels and go elsewhere. Word travels fast among us and Maine 
will quickly become branded as an “RV Unfriendly“� state to be 
avoided. We will continue updating each other about our 
experiences identifying friendly and unfriendly cities, towns and 
states. Especially where we are labeled “a nuisance”. We will make 
a difference. 
 
As for me, my motorhome, and my disposable income, we only go 
where we are welcomed. We WILL miss visiting Maine, but there 
are so many other states beckoning us...PLEASE PLEASE STOP 
LD114/HP98  
* 
tmoning:  Posted 12 May 2009 - 01:15 PM 
UPDATE 
It appears that LD 114 (HP 98), the Maine bill that would prohibit 
overnight RV parking in commerical lots, won't make it out of a 
House committee.  The Health and Human Services Committee, on 
May 12, approved a motion to accept a Majority Ought Not to Pass 
Report. The report a bill receives is often the most important factor 
on its passage or defeat.  The "ought not to pass" report was not 
unanimous, so a legislator may move, at the appropriate time 
during floor debate, to substitute the bill for the report. A majority 
vote is required, however, for the motion to proceed. And such a 
motion is usually made only when neither report of a divided 
report has been accepted.  LD 114 was referrred to the Health and 
Human Services Commitee on May 5. News of the bill spread 
quckily on the Internet, and RV enthusiasts began contacting 
Maine legislators and tourism officials to express their opinions 
regarding the bill. Evidently, the reaction from the RV community 
led the bill's sponsor, Rep. Anne Perry, to withdraw her support.  
* 
tmoning:  Posted 20 May 2009 - 02:05 PM 

 



 

Allen York, president of the Maine Campground Owners 
Association, addressed the overnight parking situation in the May 
20 Kennebec Journal Morning Sentinel. Here is the article written 
by Mr. York, who owns Yonder Hill RV Park in Madison. 
 
Commercial lots that allow free, overnight parking have become 
popular among owners of recreational vehicles. There's no 
question that these parking lots serve an important purpose -- in 
particular, they present tired drivers with an easy option to rest for 
the night. Allowing overnight parking helps keeps drivers safe so 
they can get to their next destination.  But these commercial lots 
that allow free parking to RVs illustrate a real and growing 
threat to many of Maine's 275 campgrounds. Fact is, each time 
an RV stops for the night in a commercial parking lot, a local 
campground loses out on a customer. And these days, each lost 
customer makes a larger dent on a campground's bottom line. To 
address this issue, the Maine Campground Owners Association 
(MECOA), of which I am president, recently supported a bill in the 
Maine Legislature that in part called for the creation of a Web site 
and brochures to educate RV owners about alternatives to 
commercial parking lots, including the locations of approved free 
camping areas and campgrounds close to highway exits. 
 
The bill that emerged from the legislative committee, however, 
was quite different: It simply proposed a ban on RV camping in 
commercial lots.   RV owners across the United States have 
complained that they felt the bill, sponsored by Rep. Anne Perry, 
was unfair and amounted to a black eye on Maine's tourism efforts. 
MECOA encouraged Perry to withdraw the bill.   But that hasn't 
stopped the outcry. Campground owners continue to hear directly 
from RV owners angered that Maine's Legislature would consider 
such a law. I have received hundreds of messages that range from 
simple opposition to the proposed legislation to personal attacks 
targeting my business and vowing to never again patronize my 
campground. It is unfortunate that these attacks have become 

 



 

personal in nature. What's worse, I believe they mask a larger 
problem faced by some Maine campgrounds. Many of Maine's 
campgrounds are struggling to operate their businesses in a 
difficult economic environment. The cost of running a campground 
rises every year, as state regulations and an evolving industry force 
owners to make changes to their facilities, from wastewater 
upgrades to more facilities to accommodate campers. Our 
campground alone has spent hundreds of thousands of dollars on 
such upgrades in recent years. 
 
We also hoped to draw attention to a Maine law already in place 
that requires an entity that serves five or more camping parties, in 
exchange for direct or indirect compensation, to be licensed as a 
campground. As such, it would be required to follow the same 
rules and regulations as the state's other campgrounds, from waste 
requirements to regular water testing. Since this law already is in 
place, why isn't it being enforced at the state's parking lots which 
are being used for RV overnight stays?   Before it was pulled from 
consideration, the bill addressed enforcing that law. However, 
enforcement was pushed down the line from the owners of the 
commercial parking lots to the individual camper -- and that wasn't 
our initial intent. Similarly, we did not want the proposed 
legislation to target Maine businesses allowing camping in their 
parking lots during events such as races, festivals or fairs.   We 
hoped the proposed legislation would alert citizens -- from 
legislators to camping enthusiasts -- that campgrounds located near 
these big commercial parking lots are struggling as more and more 
RV owners opt to save a few dollars by pulling up for the night at a 
lot that charges no fee and offers no services beyond a vacant patch 
of asphalt.   Maine campgrounds offer more than a place to park: 
We offer a wide array of recreational activities and entertainment 
for the whole family, from fishing and boating to music festivals 
and theme weekends. We want to keep our industry healthy, 
ensuring that RV owners exploring Maine have wonderful 
campgrounds to visit for years to come. But to keep Maine's 

 



 

campgrounds open and thriving, we must rely on RV owners to 
continue pulling in each night and taking advantage of everything 
we offer.  
FMCA Admin  @  FMCA.com 
* 
diplomatman2002:  Posted 30 June 2009 - 07:15 PM 
This evening I had an extended telephone conversation with Allen 
York of the Maine Campground owners association. I felt that it 
was a very productive conversation. I expressed my concern about 
RVers being charged full price for a short overnight stay at a 
campground where they would use no services. I referenced a 
personal example where I was charged $45.00 for a period from 
8pm to 7am in a campground in York Maine and expressed my 
view that there should be a reasonable fee charged for such a 
situation. Mr York advised that the campground owners are not 
necessarly opposed to an overnight stay in Walmart or similiar 
facility and realize the neccesity of it but what they are opposed to 
is rvers spending multiple nights in Walmarts or similiar locations 
with slides out, jacks down and awnings out. Mr York stated that 
he has had several cases where he has seen these coaches in 
Walmart and then have them come into his campground an offer 
him $5.00 to dump. I agree that this is not right. I will be having a 
discussion with the Execetive Director of the association in the 
next few days. I will extend an invitation to him to attend our 
Northeast Area Rally in Essex Junction , VT in August where we 
can have the opportunity to open a dialoge and work toward a 
solution that would benefit both sides. 
Paul DuBois     Incoming Northeast Area VP  
* 
Wayne77590:  Posted 30 June 2009 - 07:57 PM 
Paul,  First, thanks for the information.  Second, instead of a law 
banning overnight parking in Walmart or other parking lots, 
establish a law that prohibits slides out, jacks down, awnings out 
and have the police departments enforce them with fines. Maybe 
that would stop those who are not adhering to good conduct from 

 



 

stopping at those facilities. A $50 fine would make them think 
more about staying at a CG if they want full service. I am all for 
being able to stop at a parking lot for 7 or 8 hours without "setting 
up." I would like to be able to run the generator in some of the 
Southern climates, and even the Northeast in Summer months. Of 
course, it could be the managers descretion as to what you could 
set up in their parking lot.  
Wayne  Semper Fi!     MSgt, USMC(Ret)(60-84) 
Texas City, TX 77590     ARS: KE5QG 
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                    NORTH DAKOTA  
 
Workers Living in RVs Face Eviction in Oil Town 
April 13, 2012 by RV Business ·  
 
Using a camper as a home in Williston, N.D., could soon become 
illegal, but it’s unclear where the town’s hundreds of RV residents 
would park themselves.  The Jamestown Sun reported that many of 
the RVs are occupied by construction workers who are building 
permanent housing in Williston to help remedy a housing shortage 
as a result of the area’s oil boom.  Members of the City 
Commission have approved the first reading of an ordinance that 
makes it illegal to live in a camper in city limits unless it is in an 
RV park. They’re discussing making it a Class B misdemeanor, 
subject to a $500 fine.  “We have been inundated with people 
coming here with no place to live,” Williston Mayor Ward Koeser 
said during a commission meeting.  Williston Police Chief James 
Lokken estimates there are 300 to 400 campers in parking lots, 
yards, driveways and other areas throughout town that would be 
illegal under the new ordinance.  City Commissioner Tate 
Cymbaluk said the campers are posing health and safety risks to 
the community. The RVs are already “out of control” and 

 



 

commissioners fear that it’s only going to get worse as the 
construction season gets under way, he said.  “Our intent is not to 
just kick people out,” Cymbaluk said. “Our intent is to get some 
control.”   Palmer Reising, who lives in an RV just outside of 
Williston city limits, called the ordinance “pointless” and said 
people are going to disregard it because they don’t have another 
option.  “People will continue to come. They’re going to flock to 
Williston and they’re going to park their motorhomes wherever 
they can find a place,” said Reising, an oilfield shop manager from 
Cincinnati. “You may as well outlaw boots in Williston. Nothing is 
going to happen. People are going to keep doing it.”   
Commissioners will consider the second reading of the ordinance 
in two weeks. Cymbaluk said they would likely postpone the 
effective date of the ordinance.  New RV parks that would add 
several hundred RV spots are being developed, but it’s unknown if 
there will be enough to meet the need, Cymbaluk said. 
 ***************************************************** 
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                         RV un-Friendly Communities 
 
A Listing Of Towns And Cities We Avoid Due To Their Unfriendly 
Attitude Toward RVers, Bans On Overnight Parking, Or For Other 
Reasons That We Feel You Should Know About 
 
Arizona 
Flagstaff - The city is very anti-RV. Signs in every parking lot 
inform visitors that overnight parking is prohibited. This includes 
the Elks lodge. On one visit to Flagstaff, we parked at the outside 
edge of a shopping center parking lot while we picked up some 
items, in mid-day. I also received permission from the store 
manager to remain parked there long enough to eat lunch in a 
restaurant in the same shopping center. When we left the store, a 
policeman was knocking on the bus door. I asked him what he 

 



 

needed, and he said no overnight parking was permitted. I said I 
knew that, and that we were just doing some shopping and would 
be far down the highway by night. We went inside the restaurant, 
and before our meal was finished, I noticed another police car in 
front of the bus. I returned to the bus, and a different police officer 
said we had to move along, there was no overnight parking 
allowed. I pointed out to him that it was the middle of the day, that 
we were eating lunch in a restaurant in the shopping center, that we 
had permission to park, and that we would leave as soon as we had 
finished our meal. He said "Just be sure that you do. No overnight 
parking is allowed for any reason." I wrote to Flagstaff 's mayor, 
telling him that we disagree with his city's ban on overnight 
parking, but harassing RVers park in town on legitimate business 
during daylight hours was totally objectionable. I told him we do 
not get that treatment in Camp Verde, Cottonwood, or other nearby 
communities. His response was that Flagstaff is not Camp Verde or 
Cottonwood, and that maybe we should do business in those 
communities instead. No problem, we’re happy to spend our 
money in towns that want us there. 
 
Kingman – Kingman has No Overnight Parking signs in most 
major store parking lots, and the police are quick to tell RVers to 
move along after dark. 
 
Tucson - Tucson is a popular destination with RVers, but do not try 
to dry camp overnight at any of the WalMarts in town. The police 
will make you leave. 
 
Yuma - No overnight parking is allowed outside of campgrounds, 
and is strictly enforced. 
 
California 
Ventura - The city has an oversize vehicle ordinance and will cite 
an RV parked just about anywhere 
 

 



 

Colorado 
Gunnison - No overnight parking allowed, and the city discourages 
RVers from parking even during the daytime to see the sights 
unless they are in an RV park. 
 
Florida 
Lake City - No overnight parking allowed, on any commercial 
property in town except for designated RV parks. A story in the 
Lake City Reporter newspaper says this is an ordinance the owner 
of the E-Z Stop RV park has encouraged the city to enforce.  
 
Massachusetts 
Newburyport - City ordinance prohibits overnight RV parking, 
forced Elks lodge to stop allowing members to park overnight. 
 
Montana 
Billings – At the urging of a local campground owner, Billings 
banned overnight parking at WalMart and other business parking 
lots. Following an uproar from the RV community, they rescinded 
the ban and now allow parking for up to 10 hours. That is plenty of 
time to get some rest and go on down the road. However, the 
employees at almost every business we have ever patronized in 
Billings have been rude and unfriendly. We prefer to shop and dine 
where we are appreciated. 
 
Missoula - The city bans overnight parking anywhere except in an 
established campground. 
 
Nevada 
Reno: The city has an ordinance prohibiting RVers from spending 
the night anywhere but an RV park. While some casinos have 
allowed overnight parking, the city recently sent them letters 
informing them of the ordinance and telling them to stop the 
practice.  
 

 



 

Oregon 
Seaside – Signs all over town say no overnight parking, and the 
police will happily write tickets to RVers who do so. 
 
Talant – No overnight parking allowed and the rule is enforced by 
police. 
 
South Dakota 
Murdo - This report is from a trusted reader: "Murdo has one 
campground that is owned by a "prominent" resident.  None of the 
other businesses in town with enough room would allow us to dry 
camp overnight because the resident who owned the campground 
would get mad at them." 
 
Spearfish – At one time we listed the city park in Spearfish as 
allowing RVers to park overnight. I received a nasty letter from a 
city staff member demanding that we remove the listing, and that 
we tell our readers they are not welcome in Spearfish, and that 
there is no RV parking allowed anywhere except in a campground. 
 
Texas 
Mesquite - City ordinance prohibits parking any "oversize"  
vehicle, including RVs, anywhere in the city. RVers with a medium 
duty truck (without trailer attached) were hassled while parked at a 
shopping mall. 
 
Utah 
Moab - No overnight RV parking allowed anywhere in city except 
in established RV parks. 
 
Washington 
Kennewick - City prohibits parking in WalMart and other business 
parking lots. 
 
Wisconsin 

 



 

Ashland - No overnight parking allowed except in established 
campgrounds. 
                                                                                                                  
© Gypsy Journal 
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                               OHIO 
 
http://www.stopcityfraud.com/rv/ 
Previously, about 2004, Homes on Wheels won on appeal,  because 
Santa Barbara did not post adequate signs   Read more at National 
Homeless.org & Findlaw.com 
 
on RV.net:  
there was a case in Ohio about 30 years ago in which the State 
appellate court ruled that zoning restrictions for purely aesthetic 
reasons are unconstitutional, and that the ordinance, to be 
constitutional, must be a valid exercise of police power, e.g. the 
power to regulate for the public health, safety, morals, and welfare. 
It costs a lot of money to bring such a case however, which is why 
few do it and the reason the cities get away with unreasonable 
restrictions. 
 
One of the most significant decisions involving RV parking took 
place in Euclid, Ohio, in 1977. This was a major victory for RV 
owners for two reasons: the focus of the case was on aesthetic 
values, and the case reached the U.S. Supreme Court. Following is 
a synopsis of the events that led to this landmark decision; the text 
was prepared by Corinne Shulman, a California attorney. The case 
is known as City of Euclid v. Fitzthum, et al., 48 Ohio App. 2d 
297,357 N.E. 2d 402 (1976), cert. denied 429 U.S. 1094, 51 L. Ed. 
2d 540 (1977). Some years ago, Euclid, Ohio, adopted an 
ordinance that prohibited the parking of "any type of truck, trailer, 
auto trailer or trailer coach" in residential areas, on either public or 
private property, unless such unit was "parked or stored in a 

 



 

completely closed structure." In 1974, nine RV owners were cited 
for parking their RVs on their property, and they and others banded 
together in a determined effort to fight the ordinance. The matter 
was tried at the municipal court level as a criminal offense and the 
owners were found guilty and fined, the trial court finding the 
ordinance constitutional. The RV owners appealed and the Ohio 
Court of Appeals reversed their convictions, finding the 
ordinance unconstitutional. It is that decision, made in February 
1976, to which we've referred you, for subsequent petitions by the 
City of Euclid, first to the Ohio Supreme Court and then to the 
U.S. Supreme Court, were both denied and the opinion of the Ohio 
Court of Appeals is now final. The state appellate court said that in 
Ohio, zoning restrictions for purely aesthetic reasons are 
unconstitutional, and that the ordinance, to be constitutional, 
must be a valid exercise of police power, the power to regulate 
for the public health, safety, morals, and welfare. The court then 
stated that: The vice of the present ordinance is that the record 
will support neither an application of the ordinance which 
bears a substantial, and therefore reasonable, relationship to 
public health, safety, morals or welfare nor the imposition of a 
taxonomic scheme based on any state of facts that may 
reasonably justify it. Part of the lack of reasonableness is 
exposed by evidence of an uneven regulatory application. 
Reviewing the facts illustrated the "constitutional inadequacies 
of the ordinance." The city had produced testimony to show that a 
trailer parked in a driveway would interfere with access for fire-
fighting equipment, would serve as a conduit for fire, was more 
difficult to move than a car, lowered property values, and under 
certain circumstances, could create a safety hazard by obstructing 
the view of street traffic. The RV owners had produced evidence to 
show that automobiles (which were not prohibited from driveway 
or street parking) could be conduits for fire and/or cause fire 
hazards and may be unsightly when stored outside. But the state 
appellate court properly disregarded this evidence, following a 
generally recognized rule of law that it is for the trier of the fact 

 



 

(here the trial court) to resolve conflicts in evidence. The court 
then posed and answered the constitutional question: Where, 
then, are the Due Process and Equal Protection vices of the 
ordinance? They lie in the indisputable fact that enclosing 
vehicles classified as trailers does not change the fire hazard 
propensities and it does not enlarge health safeguards. Indeed it is 
clear beyond peradventure that enclosure may diminish health and 
safety factors by trapping sewage spillage from portable sanitary 
facilities and collecting highly flammable escaping propane gas 
which would otherwise be dissipated in the air. These are factors 
too obvious to be resolved on mere credibility determinations. 
They point up the arbitrariness and unreasonableness of the 
attempt to regulate. Uncontrovertable evidence also supports the 
Equal Protection violation in requiring vehicles in the trailer 
classification to be enclosed. 
 
                                                                                                             
© Stop City Fraud 
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                                  SOUTH CAROLINA  
 
Author’s Note: This is an unknown writer, without a contact box.  
Next to my own work (and point of view after 14 years up close 
and personal in court), this is the best and I think the most 
concise opinion of what is happening to Gypsy Travellers in 
America.  In other words, a real writer. 
       
http://www.reocities.com/~patrin/harass.htm 
Travellers and Gypsies Face Harassment 
10 February 1997 
 
The news media and law enforcement agencies have caused untold 
hurt, frustration, and fear among many law-abiding Travellers and 
Gypsies throughout the United States. In a Dateline [NBC 

 



 

television news] program, a child about nine years of age was 
shown in her white confirmation dress in church. The narrator 
described her incorrectly as a child bride. A report from Kansas 
City tells how police entered a Traveller-owned trailer park and 
threatened the occupant of one trailer with the Rico Act in what 
appeared to be for no other reason than to intimidate.   
 
In South Carolina law abiding Travellers had their names and 
driver's license numbers placed on a list of potential criminals, 
and it was distributed to various law enforcement agencies. In 
that same state, a town ordinance declares: "Gypsies: 
Prohibited in County" (License Ordinance 1994 Town of 
Batesburg Leesville, S.C., p. 18).  
 
In Missouri and elsewhere Travellers have reported being run off 
the road and into ditches by police and warned to get out of the 
area. 
 
While there are Travellers and Gypsies who do commit illegal acts, 
it is a gross over generalization to include all members of these 
groups, including the law abiding, as criminal. In their book, 
License to Steal: Traveling Con Artist: Their Games, Their Rules -- 
Your Money, Dennis Marlock and John Dowling readily admit that 
“most Gypsies ... have indeed assimilated but without giving up 
their ethnic identity, their language, or their heritage. They have 
joined the labor force, own homes, send their sons and daughters to 
college, vote, pay taxes, and serve in the armed forces.”  The 
authors then proceed to complete their book about Gypsy crimes. 
The fact is that every ethnic group has its shady personalities, but 
that does not result in the listing of any and all members of a group 
as having criminal intent. A Major Rowland who is cited as an 
"expert" on Traveller criminal activity estimated that less than 10% 
of the Travellers in his area are engaged in criminal activity. 
 
The lumping of all Travellers and Gypsies into the category of 

 



 

those having criminal intent is understandably a concern for the 
majority of Travellers and Gypsies throughout the United States. 
The N.A.A.C.P. would be outraged if all African Americans in a 
community were classified and listed as potential criminals. The 
A.D.L. would be screaming our ears off if a local community or 
state were to warn its citizenry and law enforcement officers to be 
on the look out for criminal Jews. La Raza would be appalled if a 
crime alert to citizens stated "Alert: Mexican Thieves on the 
Prowl." But when it comes to Travellers and Gypsies, even the 
A.C.L.U. seems to look the other way.  It is obvious that if you are 
a Traveller or "Gypsy," the media and some law enforcement 
agencies are doing whatever is necessary to scuttle the American 
dream for select groups on the flimsy and bigoted notion that all 
members of the group represent a criminal element in society. 
 
Some law enforcement officials may argue that the term Gypsy 
refers to a wanderer and does not indicate any particular ethnic 
group. However, Gypsy does indeed denote an ethnic group in 
common parlance. Yet another definition of Gypsy as used by 
some is that of dishonest Romani. Here there is admission that the 
term relates to an ethnic group, but it is argued that Gypsy only 
defines those individual members who are engaged in criminal 
activity. According to Marlock and Dowling, Gypsy refers to 
criminal Romani as Mafia refers to criminal Sicilians. However, 
the application of this comparison does not hold since Mafia has 
never been a synonym for Sicilian. 
 
In a police flyer issued in Winter Park, Florida, citizens were 
warned "CRIME ALERT, GYPSIES HAVE RETURNED." It 
could just as easily have stated: "CRIME ALERT, SCAM 
ARTISTS AND THIEVES REPORTED IN AREA." Still another 
option might be to merely state: "CRIME ALERT" and then 
explain that there have been incidents that should serve as a 
warning about whatever illegal activities seem to be on the 
increase. There would be no need for the use of such terms as 

 



 

Travellers or "Gypsies." Not only would this remove that stigma 
that all Travellers and Gypsies are criminally intent, it would be 
generic enough to include people who carry out such activities but 
who are not associated with or members of any particular ethnic 
group.  There are a number of people engage in scams, thefts, and 
burglaries often described as "Gypsy crimes," yet these people 
are in no way associated with these groups. For example, not all 
palmists, astrologers, or fortune tellers are "Gypsies." In fact, most 
are not "Gypsies."  Other scams attributed to Gypsies include 
insurance fraud, credit card fraud, and illegal exploitation of the 
welfare system. By any measure, these are committed more often 
by non-"Gypsies."  
 
Nor are most people who use aliases to thwart the law fall into this 
ethnic group.   Once a mind set is developed that all members of 
a particular group are prone toward being criminals, all sorts 
of misunderstandings can result. For example, it has also been 
suggested that Gypsies and Travellers have the same name so as to 
confuse law enforcement and other social service agencies. In 
many ethnic groups, it is not uncommon to name a child after a 
parent, grandparent or some other distinguished person. To suggest 
that a particular group gives the same name to a number of 
children in order to deceive is a bit much.  The time is long 
overdue for setting for eliminating overgeneralizations, and for the 
cessation of needless harassment. There is simply no need for 
stigmatizing an entire group because some of its members are 
crooks. It is time for the media to act responsibly. It is time for 
law enforcement to remove law abiding people from their list 
of potential criminals. It is time for state and local governments 
to clean up their act by eliminating bigoted laws and 
ordinances. 
 
On the flip-side, the Rom and Travellers might consider how to 
best provide for their future as distinct ethnic group in a society 
where literacy is essential and where ethnic tolerance is limited by 

 



 

xenophobia and stereotyping. They must recognize and learn to 
deal with what can and cannot be done to combat the continuation 
of negative stereotyping and denigration that finds its way into the 
media and minds of non-Gypsies. There are a number of highly 
educated Rom who are proud of their heritage and who resent 
negative anti-Gypsyism. They should take a leadership role in 
working within the infrastructure of Romani culture. The same 
applies to Travellers. 
                                                                                                   
© CSERVNews and Views 
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    http://realestate.aol.com/blog/2011/11/23/the-new-homeless-
living-behind-the-wheel/ 
 
 The New Homeless Living Behind the Wheel 
 
During the Great Depression, people who were forced to live in 
their cars were known as "Ford families." Today, they go by the far 
more impersonal name of the "vehicular homeless," and you can 
count 45-year-old Carey Fuller and her two daughters, 8 and 17, 
among them.   The Fullers became homeless in April 2004 when 
Carey lost her job in the financial services sector in Seattle. With 
the job loss came a move from a three-bedroom apartment into a 
two-bedroom -- but that wasn't enough to cut expenses. Seeing 
what was waiting for her around the corner, Fuller took her final 
bit of income, a tax refund, and used it to buy an RV that she and 
her girls could live in. After a while, even gas and maintenance on 
the Winnebago became more than she could afford, so she traded 
down for a minivan. Fuller takes whatever work she can find, often 
landing part-time jobs. She also blogs about her life as a homeless 
mother living in a van. 
 
As the economy continues to circle the drain and the number of 
foreclosures rises, more and more people are following in Fuller's 
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tracks. Some cities, like Venice and Palo Alto in California, have 
even created parking areas for people who live in their vehicles  
(mmmmm, not really…as the articles herein show).   "Cars are the 
new homeless shelters," says Joel John Roberts, CEO of PATH 
(People Assisting the Homeless) Partners, the largest services 
provider for the homeless in Los Angeles County. Car and van 
dwellers don't show up in U.S. Census Bureau data because census 
workers don't knock on car windows, Roberts says. 
 
How They Got There  How did so many families wind up 
sleeping in cars, vans and RVs? In most cases, they were hit with a 
job loss or health crisis that cost them their home. The move from 
roof to backseat is often swifter than expected, and in the case of 
those whose homes have been foreclosed, there is often a sense of 
disbelief that the actual day of eviction will come. Departures are 
often fast and furious, with things thrown into a van. Often, the 
newly evicted don't travel far; they camp out in the neighborhood 
where they lived. They quickly learn which public parks leave their 
restrooms unlocked and that joining the local YMCA provides 
access to a shower.  In some cases, it's divorce, not unemployment, 
that puts people in their cars at night. Rudy Salinas, director of 
outreach for PATH, recalls finding a man living in his car in a 
supermarket parking lot a few months ago. The man had a stack of 
neatly dry-cleaned uniforms next to him, which he wore to work 
each day. But at night, separated from his wife and unable to 
support two households, he slept in the market's parking lot.   
Salinas said that PATH did its own census of the homeless 
population in Hollywood, Calif. They counted 748 people without 
homes; 151 of them were car dwellers.  "In my 19 years of doing 
outreach, I have never seen such a spike in numbers like the one in 
the past 18 months," he says. 
 
Carey Fuller, the single mother in Seattle, advocates for the 
homeless while being homeless herself. She says that she parks 
"anywhere I can" at night, picking spots near foreclosed homes to 

 



 

avoid police detection. Her daughters do their homework in the 
school library and they do laundry in public laundromats. Meals 
are taken at church soup kitchens or purchased in convenience 
marts that have microwaves to heat things up. She lives on an 
inconsistent child support payment of $150 a month and $500 a 
month in food stamps for the three of them. Showers are taken at 
the community pool; on weekends, they hang out at the library 
where there are many free events.   She gave up trying to use the 
overtaxed housing assistance system, because of the long waiting 
lists for apartments.  Is she just a job away from being able to rent 
an apartment? Fuller says it isn't as simple as that. Landlords 
discriminate against the vehicular homeless, she says, and demand 
to see a current rental history. After sleeping in the car for nearly 
eight years, she doesn't have one.  She's been doing this for so long 
that it's become a way of life.  "My life feels normal to me," she 
said, "We live just like every other family except we sleep in the 
minivan." 
 
A New Community  Car and van dwellers have formed a 
community of their own, often exchanging survival tips online. 
Fuller has taught people how to make a "coffee can cooker" on 
Facebook.  For a long while, the Wal-Mart Stores chain was known 
for its tacit willingness to let RV-ers use its parking lots overnight.  
In the evening, the campers served as a de facto security force, 
making sure that no one did anything to give the police reason to 
come calling. In the morning, the campers frequented the store, 
often buying their day's food and supplies there. Gradually, more 
and more Walmarts became less hospitable to the community. 
Word quickly spread among the van dwellers  about which ones 
you could park safely in without getting in trouble.  Warm climates 
tend to draw those living in their vehicles, for the obvious reasons. 
Southern California, Florida, Arizona and Nevada are popular 
among the displaced, although many people initially try to stay 
close to the spot where they fell. They want to keep their kids in 
the same school, stay close to family and friends. And they lack the 

 



 

money for gas to crisscross the country without direction or 
purpose.  Salinas tells of the single mother who works at a 
minimum-wage job and has her 5-year-old son sleep in her sister's 
Section 8 apartment. She herself sleeps in the car out in front of the 
apartment each night, fearing that her presence inside would 
violate her sister's HUD-landlord agreement, which limits the 
number of adults allowed. She doesn't want to cause her sister to 
become homeless too, Salinas said. It's not illegal to sleep in your 
car, by the way, unless a municipality makes it so.   (mmmm, 
why does NO ONE  ask why it is illegal in the first place?) 
 
As for today's "Ford families," it's not without some irony to give 
them the moniker. Although Henry Ford did help a small number 
of distressed families by giving them loans and some land to work, 
he also laid off thousands more. And he deeply angered many with 
public comments about how the unemployed should do more to 
find work for themselves. 
 
COMMENTS 
by cathy - November 24th 2011 @ 11:47AM    This is a true 
statement. Way too many American workers have lost their homes 
and no longer able to pay rent or make house payments. Why isn't 
our government hearing the truth as to why all this is happning? 
It's not just about outsourcing, it's also about all the various 
Stargate Visa programs the corporations are using to replace 
American workers right here in America. Many many businesses 
and corporations are doing the same thing all across this country. 
Corporations are already getting big fat write-offs for bringing in 
the H1b & L1 Visa workers, while at the same time giving them all 
sorts of sideline benefits most have no idea about. Then, to top it 
off, the federal government gets to take in a payment from these 
for each and every Visa worker they hire on. ($2,500 for a L1 and 
$2.ooo for a H1b...Funds going to pay the medical bills for out 911 
responders)  Now ask yourself "Why" both the corporations and 
either of these administrations are out here pulling for the 

 



 

corporations to bring over even more of these SOB's. "HIRING 
AMERICAN SHOULD COME FIRST"   Can't find skilled 
engineers in this country is their proverbial whine, yet they never 
bother mentioning all our own engineers that have been out of 
work some 3 or more years; Having fallen off the list of 
unemployment claims. Read up on subject of Articles of 
Incorporation if you think either party is in charge in Washington 
D.C. "We're toast! 
* 
by Westy Tx - November 25th 2011 @ 10:49AM  This is exactly 
what the Ocuppy Movements are trying to do. Wake up the 
99percenters to BE THE ONES to shake up our Local, State, and 
Federal governments to the WRONGS done to the American 
people.  Stop wondering "why doesn't someone say something", 
and JUST DO IT yourself.  Want to see a REAL 99percenter? 
Look in a mirror. 
* 
by Debbie C - November 27th 2011 @ 3:40PM  Yeah well, she's 
not trying very hard if she's been living this way for eight years 
straight. She's blowing some of that money on video games and 
fancy clothes obviously. Probably selling those food stamps too. 
And they don't look too skinny to me.  My community requires 
that you be a property owner or have a street address to be 
able to get a library card and use the library that we taxpayers 
subsidise. 
* 
by Debbie C - November 27th 2011 @ 4:06PM  Yup you said a 
mouthful. Unfortunately you forgot to mention by name all the 
minority groups who come first in line for assistance and job 
preference: in my city our pet groups are Burmese immigrants. In 
the warmer states (as well as here) I'm sure its Mexicans. The 
Burmese are "persecuted" in their home country so they get a free 
pass for anything. The Mexicans don't even have to learn English 
anymore, we cater to them so much. They don't have to be legal 
either: their kids get free lunches and they get preferential 

 



 

treatment for all kinds of jobs. Luckily for that woman, only 8 
years homeless (I think she's lazy, personally, won't stand in line 
for an apartment?), her kids and her look not only African 
American but a little Hispanic in there, so maybe they can claim 
being a DOUBLE MINORITY, oh yeah, females too so TRIPLE 
MINORITY! 
* 
by Lena - December 1st 2011 @ 3:59PM 
Don't even blame this on the immigrants. They forced the illegals 
out of Alabama and NO legal people came forward (or stayed) to 
work those jobs. This problem started with the huge companies 
that consistently laid people off-whether it was outsourcing to 
other countries or just to reduce the overhead to give an extra 
dollar to the stock holders. The problem was further expanded by 
high gas prices and a $4 trillion war in Iraq. Add to it the banks 
conning people into signing bad high-interest mortgages and home 
equity loans. All this while the billionaires and wealthy companies 
(like GE, Citigroup, Bank of American, Boeing, Amazon, 
Goldman Sachs, Newscorp, etc.) are not required to pay a penny in 
tax to support the country in which they do business.  Of course, 
no one in DC is going to clean up this mess without public 
pressure. Unless the people speak loudly enough for their 
politicians to hear them, the lobbyists are going to continue to buy 
them. 
* 
by Dan - November 23rd 2011 @ 4:20PM   So we can not afford a 
place to live, but we have the means and the time to "blog" about 
our poor station in life? Something smells fishy and it is not the 
Pike Street Market! 
* 
by Domnogin - November 24th 2011 @ 9:12AM 
Blogging can be done from anywhere, such as on a library 
computer; it's not a crime unless the mother is spending 
$100+/month on smartphone service. A police chief in the late 
1980's said full employment needed to be a top priority to fight 

 



 

crime. Low taxes and free trade have conspired to create legalized 
crime such as unsupervised derivatives and pyramid schemes so 
big that scare off SEC investigators from doing their jobs. The 
news has been cancelled, to quote Randi Rhodes; South Floridians 
have to stream www.green960.com/mediaplayer to get liberal 
analysis. 
* 
by Chad St Jean - November 24th 2011 @ 2:08AM 
Public library doofus & yeah, maybe you think they should be 
pounding on doors for jobs, but after a while it is pointless. When 
they get rejected day in and day out, what are they supposed to do? 
* 
by Jamie - November 24th 2011 @ 2:47AM 
It's people like you that are part of the problem. Black and white 
thinkers. Never any grey area. How can anyone, especially, in 
todays economy, not see that homelessness is an epidemic with 
antidotes that aren't being used because people choose to turn a 
blind eye. Not every homeless person is a drug addict or alcoholic. 
Although if I spent years being homeless and trying everything I 
could to come out of it unsuccessfully, I could see how one would 
eventually turn to self medication! And as another user said, which 
is more specific to your comment Dan, there are resources out 
there for free internet that can be utilized. (Library, wifi spots at 
fast food joints, internet cafe's) I think it's brilliant to have 
homeless document their life and what they go through because it 
makes it harder to "not know" what's really going on in the world 
doesn't it? Instead of being suspicious and judgmental, why not do 
what you can to help this FAMILY, even if it's simply sharing the 
article? 
* 
by Ryan Balls - November 25th 2011 @ 11:10AM 
Why is that so unusual to you Dan? I am guessing your idiotic 
assumption would be that she should use her time spent blogging 
looking for a job? You are correct, something does smell fishy and 
I am pretty sure it is your breath partner! 

 



 

* 
by Brad - November 25th 2011 @ 12:02PM 
Dan... Just like a chat in the 90's... people blog to feel their 
existence whether it's a true authentication or not. Seems to me like 
you are judging the wrong issue. If you were living in a car... you 
might have time to sit in a Starbucks and blog for a bit!  You're 
elitist tone sounds a bit insensitive. Take a cold, hard look at the 
facts, drive by the homeless in your town and try to imagine what 
it could be like. Maybe you possess a skill or talent that could help 
some of these people. Don't judge... you might be next! 
* 
by Roscoe - November 25th 2011 @ 1:00PM 
Maybe you are not aware that you can go to the local library and 
use their computers for FREE, as well as many other 
establishments that help the down on their luck folks. I know as I 
used to be one of them and it was a very big help to have the free 
use of a computer. With some luck you will not be in that same 
position as a growing majority of decent people who are put in this 
situation due to elected officials and the failing economy. Thank 
you for your time 
* 
by Josh - December 1st 2011 @ 4:22PM 
There are these things called "libraries" where you can get on this 
invention called the "computer" and use the "internet" that's 
provided by the free library to blog. 
* 
by Joanna P - December 2nd 2011 @ 8:10AM 
There but for fortune go you or I. Being creative in the face of 
adversity is an example of what made America great. Even if your 
ancestors arrived on the Mayflower, they, like most "new" 
Americans, were one accident, or one bad growing season from 
homelessness (re-read that Thanksgiving Story). If you didn't have 
a Plan B, you were dead. Only the strong and determined survived 
the voyage, the hostile environment, and moved onward to sleep in 
wagons, one room log cabins, or crowded city tenements to make 

 



 

it in America. You should be grateful you've never had to go to 
"Plan B", instead of disparaging the coping strategy of someone 
who has. 
* 
by Jamie - November 24th 2011 @ 11:28AM 
Denise, I hope YOU and people like you, don't reproduce! You 
don't know ANYTHING about this family or Carey! You are 
making the most IGNORANT statements based on ONE article! 
She had her kids BEFORE she was homeless! Go say all the things 
you wrote here to the THOUSANDS of families who had more 
than you did and lost everything in the last few years! I sincerely 
hope a great tragedy befalls you. I do. I hope you have to 
experience judgment and loneliness and everything you think 
homeless should feel. You are a disgusting human being. And um, 
who is big and fat? If you saw other pictures, that are full body 
you'd see that they aren't. Regardless, overweight people don't 
deserve homelessness either! 
* 
by kheru - November 24th 2011 @ 1:33PM 
I'd like to say that through study and listening to talk radio and 
other people, I understand that there are many rights and privileges 
I enjoy as an American citizen that as a woman, I would be denied 
in other places I might like to live for say, the vistas or natural 
resources. I am grateful for that. However, why do we keep saying 
that this is the greatest country in the world when we are robbing 
other people of their ability to feed themselves and not even using 
it to feed ourselves? Our tax dollars are paying for created waste 
like corn subsidies, while creating scarcity where there was once 
abundance to artificially inflate prices, so that 1% of the population 
can be rich beyond many lifetimes and children's children's 
lifetimes' use. Why can't we admit when we're wrong as a fully 
adult civilization would, so we can make necessary changes? Why 
is it okay for the people at the bottom to take the brunt of any 
changes that have to be made so that the those at the top don't have 
to change what they do to make money, into something that doesn't 

 



 

destroy people and the planet? Why can't people who got rich 
making oil barrels for instance, maintain their wealth by making 
new energy collecting devices like solar panels or windmills? Is it 
because of the mind set? or is there something inherently different 
about using plastic to make barrels and using fiberglass or 
whatever to make windmill blades? I know it's not that simple, but 
why does everything have to be simple? 
* 
by Terry - November 25th 2011 @ 8:52AM   the polititions are 
responsible for this unfortunate situation .when they instituted 
n.A.f.T.a. the north american free trade agreement! Ross Perot told 
you what would happen with this Anti American Agreement. The 
Jobs all left our Country For cheaper forign labor. that along with 
all the social freebys our government gives to Forigners, now the 
Chickens are comming home to roost. wake up America ! 
* 
by Laura - November 25th 2011 @ 9:08AM 
Our government could easily help the homeless by first stopping 
all foreign aid to countries like Israel who receives an annual $3 
Billion a year. I'm sure that would assist in first helping building 
affordable homes or even parking lots that would provide public 
bathrooms, laundromats or even basic kitchens for these families. 
It is such a shame that our government is completely oblivious to 
the poor's needs. we are slowly becoming a welfare country but 
continue to support other countries????? We need the help for our 
own!!!! 
* 
by fred - December 1st 2011 @ 3:12PM   What about all the 
terroristic countries that Obama is supporting that supports Sharia 
Law and abuse against women? Did you know that he gave 
million$ of dollars to Kenya so that his Muslim cousin who has 
murdered thousands of Christians, could become prime minister! 
BO has an agenda and that is to get us ready for the new world 
order. He and his cohorts have said that he wants to put the u.s. on 
the same level as other countries. Why doesn't he say that about 

 



 

communist China or Russia? You need to get over your man crush 
and his sweet words to see between the lines. 
* 
by james - November 25th 2011 @ 9:16AM 
what a shame that it has come to this situation for so many people. 
obama and his band of thugs bail out anyone involved in the 
unions and the ones that contribute to his cause. thousands of good 
people being thrown from their homes because of a situation 
caused by the government. they have no care about the real 
american people at all. the government could have stopped all of 
this and made it possible for many to keep their family's in homes 
and safe instead of flooding the market with homes to stop even 
more construction and jobs. i'm next. i am been a business owner 
and have owned my home for many years but now i will join the 
list of as just a statistic of a government gone completely over the 
edge. everyone answering this blog or that reads it should be very 
wary of what is to become of the way of life we have known. no-
one may agree, but the unions and the federal employee's are the 
only ones that will make it through this. if any of you think that the 
government cares about you or your problems, unless you're a 
member of a union or one of the elites, you are sadly mistaken. 
they live large, we suffer. they sleep under satin sheets and are 
waited on hand and foot, we eat from cans and lay our heads 
wherever possible. they make jokes and laugh about the problems, 
we live those problems. with a stroke of a pen, obama could have 
given the people what they needed. the big banks and mortgage 
firms could have held on and helped people to keep their dreams, 
and let them be until the economy grew again or at least until we 
voted another group of people into office that actually cared about 
what is going on out here instead of trying to see who had more 
power in the government. we're the losers, not them. more and 
more people, the real american people that love our country are 
starting to stand up and i am very comfortable in saying that when 
enough has reached the limit, things are going to get really bad. i 
don't usually answer any of these blogs but thought i would leave 

 



 

my rant here because in a few short weeks i won't be able to 
because of being homeless and without being able to have the 
computer or anything else. my heart goes out to the lady with the 
daughters that lives in the mini van and has to live through the hurt 
of not being able to give her daughters the life they deserve, as it 
does to many many people out there that are in the same boat. God 
bless her and all the rest. thank you 
* 
by james - November 25th 2011 @ 9:32AM 
denise and dan have no idea. they are completely clueless. i have 
been lucky enough to have lived pretty nicely being a business 
owner and being able to share the success with others. i wasn't 
extravagant nor did i live beyound my means, i just tried to give 
most of myself to family and their children. once i had to lay off 
the employees and see their reactions, i knew it was going to be 
bad. i get a huge kick out of people that think everyone should just 
pick up and go on with life as if nothing ever happened. when the 
work dries up and all the money runs out, they think one should 
just be able to continue. what a shame the we contribute so much 
to the ones that have no need for it and let our people suffer. i hope 
the ones that had snide remarks to make about the homeless and 
those fighting to protect their children never have to live with it. i 
wouldn't want this kind of shame and loss of pride to fall on 
anyone, even them. i hope for change everyday but time has run 
out for me and a few that i know very well. good luck to all of the 
ones that are suffering, and to those that think we are not trying. 
* 
by Amber - December 1st 2011 @ 3:03PM   Beautifully said, Lord 
have mercy on us. 
* 
by Toni Donnell - November 25th 2011 @ 9:38AM 
There by the grace of God go any of us! No one is immune to 
suffering and winding up living in a car, van, or rv. Yes even the 
very wealthy! One could say of the people who choose to have a 
superior attitude in their comments, that why didn’t these people 

 



 

plan better, blah blah. Well, you are out of the loop of reality look 
around and get your head out of the sand and get a compassion 
check! No matter what the parents did or did not do to ensure that 
this will never happen, stuff happens! When you see children 
living in a car you need to understand the impact on them for the 
rest of their life. We as nation who states that we care about our 
children are hypocrites. In addition, when the banking world 
makes unjust financial decisions they are a contributing factor in 
creating the new homeless! 
* 
by pd39 - November 25th 2011 @ 9:24PM 
I did something like this for about 22 years, but the other way 
around.   I lost my job during the carter misadministration and had 
to depend on family and friends for a place to sleep and bathe for a 
few years while living in my car. I picked up work when and where 
I could, and traded up to a 12 year old van. By then end of the 
1980s I was working steady enough to rent an apartment, then 
clinton came to office and before long I was out of work again and 
back in my van full time.   The instability led me to decide to not 
get another apartment, instead in 2003 I bought a 14 year old 
pickup with slide in camper. I lived in that for nearly two years, 
then bought a 5 year old 21' motor home and found I could park it 
free of charge at most places that had large parking lots as long as I 
didn't set up house keeping, leave a mess, or stay more than a few 
days at a time. I found a place where rent was only $560 per month 
(had to wait almost a year to get in), and didn't have to drive it 
around every day. The money I saved on gas I ended up spending 
on utilities, so it was pretty much a break even situation. It's been 
nearly 10 years now.  Life could be a lot better, but it could also be 
a lot worse. I've been a licensed aircraft mechanic for more than 30 
years, and I take another job with a carrier in a second if it didn't 
require I join their union. I've been better off since I got away from 
them. 
* 
by Vicky - November 25th 2011 @ 11:49AM 

 



 

It has become a very different country in my life time. I have 
watched this nightmare unfold for years now. During the housing 
boom my competitors were raking in the money by choosing 
illegals to do their work. They pocketed lots of money. I watched 
them build big houses, buy fancy vehicles and spend money like it 
was water flowing through their hands. Where are those people 
today? Most of them have lost most of what they had, though there 
are still a few hanging on because they still use illegals. When I 
hear Dan say knock on doors and find work, I want him to know 
they will hire the cheap labor of the Latin community before they 
will hire someone like me to clean up their yards. I have been a 
house painter for years and guess who I lost my work to. They 
have driven wages down so far that it is almost impossible to make 
a living wage much less own your own business. So Dan and 
Denise I hope you never have to deal with what a lot of Americans 
are living with today. We are not lazy and would like to find work 
to keep us going, but day by day that is less and less likely. More 
will become homeless and not all of them got into some bad house 
loan that we couldn't afford, the jobs aren't there and until our 
government wakes up and starts walking in our shoes it will not 
change. All they care about is the gifts and money from lobbyists 
and insider trading info that most others would be arrested for.   
This is the first time I have ever made comment to a blog, but this 
story is becoming all to familiar. 
* 
by mr right - November 25th 2011 @ 11:58AM   Before we do 
anymore counting...we should be blamiong the people at fault for 
homeless....washington, congress and wall street...and the assholes 
that decided that everyone can afford a house...when they can't...so 
add freddie and fannie asshole to the list...they're all 
crooks..looking to cheat the middle class out of every red cent they 
own....plain truth! 
* 
by Gerty - November 26th 2011 @ 9:47AM 
Today is Black Friday, where really out-of-control brained washed 

 



 

people go nuts just for a so-called bargain on inferior products. 
why not spend all that energy on those who truly need assistance. 
Those of us who have all that is needed make a twice a year guilt 
ridden farce of "Thanksgiving and Christmas" dinners for the 
homeless-but the rest of the year all that is forgotten. Food pantrys 
are empty all year, not just on holidays. Homelessness and starving 
is a continous event that is not going way. Self-centeredness and 
greed is what keeps most from seeing the obvious right in front of 
them. Homelessness can creep up to anyone at any time. Should 
someone, just for the sake of giving, come to you and say, "here 
this is for you", would you accept the gift? If so, would you pay it 
forward to someone else? You should because it is the right way to 
respond to our human condition. 
* 
by Morgan - November 25th 2011 @ 12:14PM 
Denise -- it is well documented that lower income individuals 
frequent fast food places for their "dollar menu" items or 7-11's for 
Big Gulp's, etc. because their money goes farther....However, 
nutrionally, their diets are loaded with sugar, salt and fat which 
results in overweight and unhealthy people. 
* 
by Katie - November 25th 2011 @ 1:34PM 
There ya go, 1%! Want to screw the poor people down a little 
further. Ask your buddies and friends that run your cities to make it 
illegal to sleep in your vehicle. You could site health issues such as 
carbon monoxide poisoning or safety issue such at being 
vulnerable to the criminal element. Whatever. It'll be like your 
move to squash the Occupy movement by having police intervene 
even when they were being peaceful! Or the "do-gooder" laws that 
get passed to further reduce the rights and choices of the people! 
* 
by B Morris - November 25th 2011 @ 2:50PM 
If detected by the police, they are charged w/ vagrancy, car 
impounded w/ a tow bill and storage, probably impossible for 
them to pay. Its auctioned by the city who keeps the proceeds. 

 



 

The court assess a fine, court cost or they stay in jail at $50 a 
day till family bails them out. Justice American style. Locally 
the status quo complained about a tent city growing under 
interstate bridges downtown, the police rolled in knocked down the 
tents and drove the victims out, those drunk or to tired to move 
found themselves in the city jail and unless you've visited, the 
slimy, smelly cold cells in your bare feet don't comment. Your 
given the phone to call whom ever has some money to hurry on 
down, after a few weeks your turned out less what ever money you 
might have had to the beautiful streets and accomidations of the 
bridges till complaints recycle you. The complaints generally the 
people driving by on their way to work noticing the eye sore, so 
thanks for your help correcting the situation, call on your cell 
phone so we can enjoy the abusive treatment and injuried ego 
treated like animals. The meals of molded bread, a bruised apple 
and a green colored boiled egg, compliments of the ex-governs 
wife who holds the contract to supply the meals to the prisons. 
Charity American style! 
* 
by Debbie - November 27th 2011 @ 4:04PM    There are lots of 
minimum wage jobs around. She just doesn't want to work. And 
most libraries require you to have a bona fide address and be a 
resident of the city where the taxpayers pay for it! A PROPERTY 
OWNER  not a car owner.   I'll just bet this woman eats fast food 
all the time, with her food stamps, and I'll further bet that she 
drives a foreign van.     (Author’s Note:  mmmmmm, you can’t buy 
hot, prepared food with foodstamps) 
* 
by Mike - November 27th 2011 @ 6:27PM   Don't Feed the 
Debbie Troll 
* 
by liz - November 28th 2011 @ 8:25PM   i think the problem is 
that we as americans never learn . how many people actually have 
read about revoloutions in the past how many people actually 
know a damned thing about history . all this is how revolutions 

 



 

start . every single time . i fear its only gonna get worse . i fear its 
only a matter of time before there are rivers of blood flowing 
through the streets of our cities . 
* 
by amber - December 1st 2011 @ 3:03PM 
I feel so ashamed for this country. I know it's only a matter of time 
before things come down on me as well. I'm scared. Don't know if 
I should save all my earnings and not pay my mortgage in order to 
have something to help keep a roof over my children’s head when 
the bad does come. I think it's coming and it's only a matter of 
time. 
* 
by Hattie Crabtree - December 1st 2011 @ 3:59PM 
During this Great Reccession ( thanks to Bush and that crook 
Cheney ), single Mothers suffer the most. 
* 
by whocares - December 1st 2011 @ 7:45PM   'Carey lost her job 
in the financial services sector'   LOL, what ever happened to the 
word 'INDUSTRY' sector sounds like something out of a sci-fi 
movie! do we really need to talk like a dictionary!! lol 
* 
by Suni - December 1st 2011 @ 5:51PM 
Debbie C.....You need to be careful how you judge. Your fat rear 
could end up just like these unfortunate people. Work is so hard to 
find. How dare you be so self rightous. You should be ashamed. 
* 
by BOOWAH - December 1st 2011 @ 6:17PM 
Our fair city of Scranton is about to become a "Ford City". County 
Real Estate taxes are about to go up 39%, with City Taxes due to 
rise 29%! That in itself will drive hundreds from their homes and 
into their cars! The Scranton Housing Authority has also ceased 
taking applications for low income housing, ending section 8 rental 
assistance as well! The "Perfect Storm". Guess who is causing this 
mess? Our "No Tax Increase Pledge" Republican Governor, that's 
who! That's the only thing that "Trickle's Down" from that party! 

 



 

Pushing the tax increases down to the cities is their strategy for 
keeping their stupid pledge! 
* 
by rockjshock - December 1st 2011 @ 9:51PM  The twin captain 
seats on the 88-93 New Yorker Salons, 5th Avenues, and 90-93 
Imperials are truly the most comfy around in auto land to this day. 
I like the Kimberly cloth velvet better than the leather, but different 
strokes for different folks. Make sure the dipstick on the trannie 
isn't leaking, or with low transmission fluid flako, crack it up, the 
trannie people charged my mother $3700 for a new trannie on her 
92 Ny'er Salon. The seats however, are the best. I hope the 
homeless read stuff like this. The last of the Chrysler K cars, 
including Dodge Dynasty are GREAAT. 
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http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/02/us/02cars.html?pagewanted=
all      
          Keeping It Secret as the Family Car  
                         Becomes a Home 
                   By IAN URBINA      Published: April 2, 2006 
                        Keith Meyers/The New York Times 
 
FAIRFAX, Va. — After being evicted from his apartment last year, 
Larry Chaney lived in his car for five months in Erie, Pa. As he 
passed the time at local cafes, he always put a ring of old house 
keys and several envelopes with bills on the table to give the 
impression that he had a home like everyone else.   While Michelle 
Kennedy was living in her car with her three children in Belfast, 
Me., she parked someplace different each night so no one would 
notice them, and she instructed the children to tell anyone who 
asked that they were "staying with friends."  Last year, William R. 

 



 

Alford started keeping a car cover over the station wagon where he 
sleeps. "I originally just had drapes, but the condensation on the 
inside of the windows was a dead giveaway," said Mr. Alford, who 
has been homeless here in Fairfax since May 2005. 
 
As with all homeless people, finding food, warmth and a place to 
clean up is a constant struggle. But for those who live in their cars, 
remaining inconspicuous is its own challenge, and though living 
this way is illegal in most places, experts and advocates believe it 
is a growing trend.  "It's most often the working poor who find 
themselves in this situation, teetering on the border between the 
possessed and the dispossessed," said Kim Hopper, a researcher on 
homelessness for the Nathan S. Kline Institute for Psychiatric 
Research, which is based in New York. 
 
The number of "mobile homeless," as they are often called, tends 
to climb whenever the cost of housing outpaces wages, Dr. Hopper 
said. Last year was the first year on record, according to an annual 
study conducted by the National Low Income Housing Coalition, 
that a full-time worker at minimum wage could not afford a one-
bedroom apartment anywhere in the country at average market 
rates.   In 2001, officials in Lynnwood, Wash., a suburb of 
Seattle, passed an ordinance imposing penalties of 90 days in 
jail or fines of up to $1,000 against people caught living in their 
cars.  Peter Van Giesen, a code enforcement officer for the town, 
said that up to 20 cars a night were found with people parking near 
a park where there were complaints of people using the bushes as a 
restroom.  "Most of these people were trying to find work," Mr. 
Van Giesen said. 
 
Living inside their last major possession, the mobile homeless have 
often just fallen on hard times, advocates and social workers say, 
and since they are more likely to view their situation as temporary, 
they are also more inclined to keep it secret.  Though the average 
duration of homelessness is four months, it tends to be shorter for 

 



 

the mobile homeless, experts say. "You spend a lot of effort just 
trying to pass," said Ms. Kennedy, a former Senate page who wrote 
a book, "Without a Net: Middle Class and Homeless (with Kids) in 
America" (Viking Adult, 2005), about her experiences being 
homeless for several months in 1997 after her marriage fell apart. 
But residing — and hiding — in plain sight takes guile, and that 
starts with deciding where to park.   In cities, steep streets with no 
sidewalks, no overlooking windows and adjacent to woods are 
ideal because they have the least foot traffic and offer the easiest 
ability to enter and exit the car unnoticed, according to many who 
have been through the experience.  The best location is one sparse 
enough to avoid nosy onlookers but populated enough that the car 
does not stand out, they say, near enough to walk to a restroom but 
far enough to avoid passers-by. Parking lots of big-box retailers are 
a popular choice. If free, hospital parking lots are also an option. 
Guards often take pity when told that you are waiting to visit a sick 
spouse, many say.  Finding a place to shower can take ingenuity. 
 
"The key is to be smart about when you enter and leave the 
building," said Randy Brown, who for the last three months while 
living in his car has been sneaking onto a college campus near 
where he waits tables in Fredericksburg, Va., and using a shower 
that security guards do not realize is publicly accessible.  Like 
several others interviewed, Mr. Chaney said that when he lost his 
trucking business after Hurricane Katrina and was evicted from his 
home, he was lucky enough to have already paid for a yearlong 
gym membership.  "That was probably the most important thing I 
had for keeping up appearances," said Mr. Chaney, who moved to 
Pennsylvania to be near his son, who was in college there.  Mr. 
Chaney said that while he looked for work, he did not reveal his 
situation to his son, who was going to school on a basketball 
scholarship, because he did not want to become a distraction.  
 
While pride is usually the motivation for not telling friends or 
family, worries about the law and harassment are more often the 

 



 

reason people give for keeping their situation hidden. Safety is also 
a concern, advocates say, since homeless people are frequently 
targets for crime and physical abuse. 
 
"A lot of what people do to keep the secret sounds paranoid, 
and some of it probably is," said Michele Wakin, who wrote her 
doctoral dissertation about people living in their vehicles in 
California and who is now a professor of sociology at Bridgewater 
State College in Massachusetts. "But when you're trying to be 
discreet and you're spending a lot of time in one area, little 
things get noticed."  People often develop severe back problems 
because they resist reclining their seat while sleeping, Ms. Wakin 
said. If questioned, they wanted to be able to tell the police that 
they were just napping, she added. People also built elaborate 
compartments in their cars, she said, to hide bedding.  Mr. Alford 
said he had learned to move slowly to avoid attracting attention by 
rocking the car when he was inside. When he has a lot of items to 
take from his car to the library where he spends much of his time, 
he makes several trips rather than load his arms and seem like a 
"bag lady," he said.   "It might seem crazy, but the stakes are pretty 
high in the suburbs when it comes to staying invisible because it's 
supposed to be sanitized out here (Fairfax, Virginia) ," said Mr. 
Alford, who works occasionally as a Web developer.  "People call 
911 in the city to report seeing a homeless person, and the cops 
laugh.  Out here, the cops are out the door in no time when that call 
comes in." 
 
Experts say there are 2.1 million to 3.5 million homeless people 
nationally.   Ms. Wakin said that the vigilance required to live in a 
car was one reason there tended to be fewer people who are drug 
addicted or mentally disabled living in their cars, compared with 
those living on street grates.   "Keeping the car in working order 
with the license, registration up to date, figuring out an address 
where offices can send things, and all the while trying to stay off 
the radar of police and neighbors becomes like a full-time job," 

 



 

Ms. Wakin said. 
 
For some, secrecy can be an obstacle to needed services.   Richard 
Pyne, who was evicted from his home after losing his job at a 
factory in North Philadelphia, said he did not seek help because he 
feared losing custody of his 17-year-old daughter, Kristinlyn, who 
was living in their car with his wife, Suzanne, and him.  Last April, 
a social worker noticed the family asleep in the car at a park, and 
after explaining their rights, the worker persuaded them to move 
into a shelter.  The strain of constantly finding a place to wash up 
and the stress of avoiding detection became unbearable, Mr. Pyne 
said, adding, "You have no idea how exhausting it gets to survive 
like this."   
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http://www.thedailypage.com/forum/viewtopic.php?t=50760  
 
Re: car living  by supaunknown » Tue Dec 07, 2010 11:45 am  
You've got a car (and a computer too?), yet no real prospects and 
no shelter come January 7th? Do yourself a favor and drive that car 
down south for the winter monthes. I've heard that a large 
percentage of homeless people suffer from mental illness. You'd 
have to be crazy to want to live in your car through a Wisconsin 
winter. 
* 
Re: car living  by narcoleptish » Tue Dec 07, 2010 12:37 pm   The 
two places I've seen the camper guys parking this last year are the 
new section of Winnebago that runs through the stalled Union 
Corners project at the corner of E Wash and Milwaukee st.   
Commercial ave between Sherman ave and Packers near 
Hartmeyer ice arena.   Good luck, but you really should head 
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south. (but I'm sure that's obvious and you have your reasons) 
* 
Re: car living by carlife » Tue Dec 07, 2010 1:08 pm    thanks for 
the good advice narcoleptish - i will have to investigate those 
areas. As far as southern migration - in a perfect world that is what 
i would do, but from personal experience being homeless in an 
area you are totally unfamiliar with - don't know anybody and don't 
know how to get around - is about a million times worse than 
being homeless in a place where you may know a few people and 
how to get around. Staying warm isnt an issue - if you are at least 
shielded from the wind in a car you can sleep outdoors quite easily 
simply by wearing a few layers/blankets.  
* 
Re: car living  by snoqueen » Tue Dec 07, 2010 4:55 pm   Who's 
the guy who parks the little tan canned-ham style trailer on the 
industrial streets north and east of MG&E all year round? If you 
can find him, I bet he knows a thing or two. Maybe he can help 
you out. 
* 
Re: car living   by jackisonian » Tue Dec 07, 2010 5:16 pm  Lots 
of car campers in town if you keep your eyes open. South side near 
Wingra creek, Milwaukee and E wash, Baldwin and Wilson 
Pennsylvania and Commercial, Femrite and Copps. I think 
commercially zoned places tend to be more tolerant of this. 
* 
Re: car living   by fennel » Tue Dec 07, 2010 6:12 pm  You might 
have a look at the Sunset Village area. There are a number of off-
street parking areas on the street terrace. As long as you don't block 
a driveway, you're good to park. It's not technically legal, but 
practically speaking, it might as well be. 
* 
Re: car living  by wallrock » Wed Dec 08, 2010 9:42 am   Yeah, I 
tangentially knew a guy that was a self-described "freegan" that 
lived in his Jeep. He had a weekly rotation of places to park for the 
night, mostly focusing on these areas. But to my knowledge he 

 



 

only did this during the warmer months. 
* 
Re: car living  by Athena » Wed Dec 08, 2010 9:53 am  I've seen a 
couple of semis parking overnight at the old grocery store (Cub or 
Copps) next to Home Depot near the beltline and Verona Road. 
They mostly park in the back of the lot or on the side street that 
goes past there. 
* 
Re: car living  by jackisonian » Thu Dec 09, 2010 2:34 pm  I 
officially discourage your choice of car camping. It is happening 
everywhere though and you wouldn't be the only one, be safe. 
* 
Re: car living  by Dust Mite Rodeo » Thu Dec 09, 2010 5:45 pm  
Make sure your antifreeze is mixed with water in a 50-50 ratio. 
That way it is still liquid when the temperature is -15. 
* 
Re: car living  by Ned Flanders » Tue Dec 14, 2010 1:05 pm    
Pretend you're "tailgating" in Lot 60.  If a cop comes by, tell 'em 
you want to be the first in line for 2011 women's softball season 
tickets. 
V Re: car living  by TimeMasterFlex » Wed Dec 15, 2010 12:02 
pm 
People who live in cars are vagrants and the city needs to pull them 
out of their cars, impound the cars, and throw the vagrant in jail.   
This is what we do in New York City, and it is quite effective.   
Don't let your streets go 'ghetto' Madison. 
 
***************************************************** 
                              OKLAHOMA 
 
Laura Morseth says @ www.freethegypsy.ramonamayon.com: 
February 9, 2011 at 11:32 pm 
 
None of the RVers should go to Prison, due to Housing! To the one 

 



 

Heathen, Ill educated who posted that Comment. Im a 23 year 
RVer, and LOVE IT! Use to live in Tempe, 1980s when Arizona, 
started Closing Mobile Home & RV Parks. U had Sewer dump 
station, for RVs, Campers even, who were just Passin thru-NOT 
renting a Lot spot. Then there were those of Us, who lived IN the 
Parks, with Our Children, year round. All of a sudden, Folks, 
started to BLAME Park Dwellers, for All the Criminal activities, 
even if it occurred Miles away! Most were Low Income, many 
Elderly owned their Mobiles or RVs, had lived in the Parks for 
Decades. There were Spaces for Overnighters, Week by Week Dog 
Show renters, a Variety of Gypsies, a Good group of People. We 
had a Shower Building, Laundromat, Pay Phone, some even had 
Swimming Pools, Game Rooms. Then Someone Wealthy, got a 
Burr up their butt, Wanted where All these Parks were located, 
Inside CITIES, like Phoenix, Tempe, Paradise Valley, Scottsdale. 
We watched as they Closed Parks! Some Owners of RV Parks, 
were out of State, Hired Live in Park Managers, to do repairs, 
upkeep, Collect Rent-like livin in apartments, but had Ur own 
dwelling, Move All in one, doin away with Heavy furniture moves-
all is Built-in! Next thing, We see the News Media, following a 
NEW LAW, we DIDNT get to vote on-would maybe Allow Only 3 
such Parks inside Cities, where there had been 30. Something was 
very Wrong! Saw Mobile Home Parks of ELDERLY being closed. 
One park had 30 Trailers. The Rich bought the Parks-land. Most 
couldnt afford to Move, had Nowhere to move to, So, were 
Removed and Put IN Nursing Homes-well, there went Elderlys 
Freedom and Checks, the Checks Signed over to the Homes. We 
rode 3 Blocks to look at one of the Mobile Home Parks. For Sale 
Signs in 28 windows, with Same phone #. Only 2 previous 
Tenants, had somehow managed, to get Their Homes moved. Rich 
Man, bought the Land, got 28 Mobiles for FREE, Sold them! It 
was Evil, Wrong, Inhumane, shutting RV Parks down, Thievery! 
Open RV Parks Again!!! 
 
We, ARENT the cause of all the crimes. Sewage dumping, Los 

 



 

Angeles-1 Bad Apple does not make the entire Barrel rotten? 
Common sense over a Quick buck, should have Told U RV 
blamers, RVs are Here to Stay! Theres a MELTING POT, in RVers, 
and We are only trying to Live, the Best we can in Many Cases, or 
As We Choose in others, NOT tryin to ruffle anyones Feathers, 
Rich, in between or Poor, Just Live & Breathe, Enjoying LIFE! In 
Arizona, my Husband ALWAYS had a Job. Worked for GM, 
Testing Companies, loving the Work in the Desert. He made 
$4,000 every 2 weeks, After TAXES, $2,000, And We, our 2 Small 
Children, lived IN a 33 foot RV, by Choice!!! Its 32 yrs old now, 
Used when we bought it, Customed Built 4 a Tall Elderly man 
whod Died. It was the ONLY one, Pa could STAND UP in! Tall 
Young Man, Papa, Husband, Provider got it 2nd. He Loved Our 
WEE House, as our 4yr old christened it-we 4 all Did, it was 
HOME! He worked Every day. Many in Parks, were Poor, 
Disabled, but a BALANCE was made, Equality in Ages, # of Kids, 
People by Owners of RV Parks. Some, Owners lived IN RVs 
themselves-it was Small Business, put Out of Business, when the 
Rich got Greedy, Started a Propaganda Campaign, Used every 
form of Media to State-Most of the Crimes are from RVers and 
Trailer Parks! It was a LIE, but it was Believed. We went to 
Superstition Mountain, Apache Junction, way out from City to see 
Friends, Forced out of Phoenix, etc. NO Stores to walk to for 
Needs, NO Water, NO Electric or Sewer! Where there had been 12 
various type Trailers, there were 30; on down a ways, another 
Clump. U can See all across a Desert. Trailers everywhere, in 
Clumps, looked like Mad Max & the ThunderDome, a Graveyard-
Human Beings Lived there, who HAD LIVED inside City Limits, 
until Outlawed!!! Had we Not taken a Trip here, We would have 
been in NOWHERE too, due to FEAR of RVers, over Criminals 
Lie-Officials Helped Plant that Lie, knew it was! Rich were payin 
them! News one eve-Sheriff Removed Elderly lady & Walker from 
Trailer. Criminal DEFINITELY-she was NOT! 
 
Laura Morseth says: 

 



 

February 10, 2011 at 12:58 am 
I even in Oklahoma, on 2 Wee acres, in the Middle of Ranchers, 
with My RV still get Prejudice and the Dumbest remarks! Why do 
U live like that? Uh, because I WANT TO! Dont U want a House? 
At the time, hubby, we called Pa, Papa, was alive, working too. 
Why should WE, want a House! Reply from the Dense, So, U 
know, U will FIT IN! Grrr, ouch-few seconds after the last 
question, Noseys Left Quickly! I prefer not to Share why, for the 
time being, but Arizona RICH-Salt in recent Wounds, but Coming 
Out of the Mouths of POOR Folks, a Few Middle class When there 
was one-gone now. They ended up, Evicted, Foreclosed on or Put 
in Nursing Homes, or Died- Leaving tremendous Financial 
Burdens, for Loved ones. A few RV Parks here. It amused Us to 
see, as We moved here, towing Our Home Ourselves, Behi Us. The 
1000s mile Trip was Fun, Educational for the Children. I Miss 
roaming! Want to SOLVE RVers on your Streets? Its Their Streets 
too-did U all in Glass Houses, Forget, RVers ARE Citizens, People 
also? Open RV Parks, NOT charge Arms & Legs, with the 
Amenities! We had to Turn our own electric on, had our Own 
Meter-contact them;it was Added to Park rent, bit by bit, not all at 
once. We paid $135 monthly rent, with our 1st RV, a 20 footer, had 
to Upgrade. Then Wee House, 33ft. RE-OPEN PARKS, to give 
RVers, reasonable options???? Educated, should be able to Get it 
Done! Some WILL stick to the Streets, Various reasons. Get to 
Know them as Human Beings NOT as a Blight in Neighborhoods. 
Im NOT a Blight! Im NOT a Criminal! We All, have a Purpose, for 
Being, or existing? Think about that. Im a Young Widow now. The 
Children grew up. I couldnt handle the Burdens a House would 
give Me, so, its Me and My RV! 
                                                                                                                              
© Laura Morseth 
***************************************************** 
     MY BIG FAT AMERICAN GYPSY WEDDING 
 

 



 

http://blogs.houstonpress.com/artattack/2012/05/my_big_fat_ameri
can_gypsy_wedd.php 
 
For a country that likes to crow about how great we are for 
throwing off the yoke of British oppression, we sure like to steal a 
lot of their shit.  I don't mean "steal" in the, well, Gypsy sense. But 
The "Learning" Channel's (please make air quotes every time you 
say the network's name) latest foray into reality grotesquerie is a 
rather faithful domestic version of Channel Four's My Big Fat 
Gypsy Wedding, the show that celebrated British Romani Gypsy 
and Irish Traveller culture by filming them in all their drunken, 
mullet-headed glory.  Jesus, who *wouldn't* want an American 
version of that?  Over on this side of the pond, our only real 
contact with Gypsies probably comes from that videotape of that 
Traveller woman beating the crap out of her kid in a Kohl's parking 
lot. Oh, and the aforementioned Fleetwood Mac song. Fools! The 
Gypsies on My Big Fat American Gypsy Wedding aren't Irish, 
they're Romani, of Eastern European extraction. This makes a 
tremendous difference that isn't readily apparent at all, honestly. 
 
I gotta admit, from the intros to the series premiere ("Virgin Gypsy 
Brides"), it's a little difficult to distinguish your average Romani 
from your typical trailer park denizen. They both enjoy gimme 
caps, makeup that would give Henry Hill's wife pause, and getting 
drunk and whaling on each another. The difference, we're told, is 
the sense of "community" that bonds these immigrants who seem 
to have had no problem embracing Americans' baser values. 
 
Though they've certainly added their own sense of...style. 
 
The fabled Romani insularity serves one well when you're talking 
about wedding dresses festooned with fake fur and Christmas 
lights. It also serves to highlight the most obvious apparent 
discrepancy within the community: how these girls -- who dress 
like mid-range prostitutes and seem to enjoy spontaneously 
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simulating lap dances -- are virgins ("I want something new, I don't 
want something used," states Michael, the Gypsy Pauly D). 
 
Seventeen-year-old Shyanne is engaged to this PlayStation-playing 
Prince Charming, who proposed via texted Ring Pop. They've 
given dressmaker to the cubic zirconia stars Sondra Celli four days 
to create Shyanne's dress, complete with rhinestone bedazzling, 
electric pink piping, and a 30-foot train. Happily, Shyanne is 
satisfied with the results, because you know what the Gypsies do to 
those who displease them.  That's right: werewolf curse. 
 
Meanwhile, Hope is turning 15 and throwing a party, which we in 
Texas might refer to as a quinceañera but that mom Moncella 
refuses to acknowledge as a coming-out occasion. Sondra is once 
again enlisted to create the party dress, which should be sort of 
revealing, but not too much, because then these poor girls might 
have the slightest clue of what awaits them on their wedding night, 
and after.  Is this even possible? These kids aren't Amish, for 
crying out loud. Every one of them seems as buried in their 
iPhones as every other American teenager. They have to have some 
idea what awaits them on their wedding night, right?  Then again, 
maybe ignorance of what it would be like to pork one of these 
spiky-headed nimrods is a blessing of sorts. I'm not stereotyping -- 
these guys make the Situation and Ronnie look like pikers 
(pikeys?). Hope ends up falling for the slightly older Cole, and 
there's some brief question about the two of them running off, but 
she ultimately decides against it. While sitting with her friends on a 
swing set. Excuse me a minute, my right hand is refusing to type 
anymore and is now actively trying to strangle me. 
 
What exactly about any of this is "Gypsy" in nature? Is it solely 
because they can all claim vague ancestry dating back a couple 
hundred years to the Old Country? Is it "Gypsy" that none of the 
fathers apparently live with their families or provide any visible 
means of support? Is it "Gypsy" to allow your sons to hustle any 

 



 

likely pair of boobs outside the mall but insist your daughters not 
even so much as kiss a boy until their wedding day? Is it "Gypsy" 
to not recognize the connection between these two things?  And 
really, who cares? Not TLC, who gets to soak up more advertising 
revenue by producing another trainwreck of humanity, and not we 
the viewers, who are gifted with yet another opportunity to point 
and laugh at those more disadvantaged than us. 
 
COMMENTS   
Christina Uticone 5 days ago  
 Grossgrossgrossgrossgrossgrossgross. I seriously don't know how 
you do it. 
*  
Tracy 4 days ago    Love it, when's it coming to England ?!? 
*  
kit7 4 days ago  "The Gypsies on My Big Fat American Gypsy 
Wedding aren't Irish, they're Romani, of Easter European 
extraction."  The Gypsies on MBFAGW are Romani who came 
from England generations ago, not Eastern Europe.  They are 
called Romanichals, and are the same people as the British 
Romani's they have shown on MBFGW, just with different accents.  
They are also apparently set to have an Irish Traveller couple 
appear on MBFAGW in the future. 
* 
romanichicxox 3 days ago  Wow is all I can say at your pig 
headed summary of gypsies. You have no clue what you are talking 
about you are a racist stereotypical a$$hole. This show does not 
reflect every gypsy on the planet or in america. This is a few 
families that you get to see, we are not by any means , all like this. 
Everything is way over exaggerated, and not all gypsy romanichal 
families are the same or like this. This is a few specific cases and 
you cannot judge all of us by these people on tv it is unfair. You 
should get your facts straight before you judge an entire culture 
based on a few people. 
*   

 



 

Bigjack34 1 day ago  Greatest review yet. Please continue to 
review the next few episodes. This made my day 
*  
Bigjack34 1 day ago    And I forgot, I am Romanychal. This show 
deserved this review. She hit three mail on the head. Please, do 
more reviews next week. 
*  
Candy Palmer 1 day ago   does she know that the producers of 
this show ARE paying for all these weddings, bday parties, 
dresses, cakes...ect just to have something to film, and that 
everyone is letting them do it? does she know that the show claims 
to be unscripted until they start filming and they start to tell you 
what to say? does she know that when they start filming the start to 
ask that the girls dance dirty??? there's alot more that she doesn't 
know then what she does! 
*  
Wildangel_73 1 day ago 
Listen the ppl on this show are not in anyway true gypsys ....we are 
not raised to dress like that an we don't let our kids dress like that 
we who are true gypsys have RESPECT an u won't see any of us 
doin the show is disrespectful to our ppl ....so please don't put us 
all in the same group ... 
 
                                                                                                                               
© Houston Press 
***************************************************** 
http://blog.zap2it.com/frominsidethebox/2012/04/inside-american-
gypsy-life.html 
 
'My Big Fat American Gypsy Wedding' brings the bling 
By Bev Seinberg    April 29, 2012 5:00 PM ET 
 
If you're looking for a history lesson about Gypsies in the United 
States, you won't find it in the new series "My Big Fat American 
Gypsy Wedding," a spinoff of the British hit "My Big Fat Gypsy 
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Wedding" premiering Sunday, April 29, on TLC.   What you will 
find is bling. Lots of bling.   Like their counterparts across the 
pond, American Gypsies, aka Romany, who number about 1 
million, favor big, sparkly dresses for their daughters' weddings 
and other special occasions. The premiere focuses on two 
girls: Shyanne, 17, who is planning her wedding to a boy she's met 
twice; and Hope, 14, who looks forward to forging a love 
connection at her 15th birthday party.  Both girls are dressed for 
the big day by Boston seamstress Sondra Celli, who has become 
accustomed to creating enormous wearable confections on short 
notice. For Shyanne, that's a crystal-studded dress with pink trim 
and a skirt so wide that it barely fits down the church aisle on her 
big day. Hope's birthday dress is "Barbie pink" with 6,000 
rhinestones and 50 yards of ruffles. Her cake is a giant high-heeled 
shoe in a matching shade.  While Gypsy girls strive to look sexy, 
being sexual is quite another story. Even talking to boys outside of 
parties is forbidden, and many girls experience their first kiss at the 
altar. Boys have more freedom, but they seek out non-Gypsies, 
known as "gorgers," for fun and refuse to have anything to do with 
Gypsy girls who aren't virginal. As Hope puts it, "You kiss a boy, 
you're done."   At her birthday bash, Hope hits it off with 17-year-
old Cole, to the dismay of her mother, Moncella, who expects her 
daughter to marry young but considers 15 far too early. Sure 
enough, after the party, Cole is asking Hope to run off with him.   
While many young Gypsy couples do elope, few girls are going to 
pass up the chance to be Cinderella for a day before settling into a 
life of housewifery. As seamstress Celli poignantly puts it, after the 
storybook fantasy of the wedding day, "tomorrow will become 
Gypsy reality." 
 
COMMENTS 
 
Susan Knows-Best    18 hours ago 
This programme is no way a true representation of Romanies. If 
they showed true romanies it wouldn't be interesting enough to put 

 



 

on the air! lol. The essence of it is true. We do love to party, we are 
very showy people and funnily enough, you can tell a Romany's 
home the second you walk in, we all have the same taste in colors, 
furnishings etc. Our parents were all very strict. Did it always 
work? No. But the reality is, they moved heaven and earth to ward 
enough as much negativity as they could. Romanies are VERY 
family oriented. We live for our families and our homes. Nothing 
else matters. 
* 
Lisa Ashley    7 days ago 
I am Romani & live in PA. We do not behave or dress the way 
these young ladies do. I grew up with the understanding that a 
Roma woman should dress rather conservatively. True Romani 
also do not dance in the way I've seen on these shows; feel free to 
look up some 'gypsy shuffle' or other Roma dances on you tube or 
Romani blogs. I am not sure if these young women are Roma, or 
Irish travellers, but regardless, this is certainly the blatant 
exploitation of young women hoping to achieve some level of 
Jersey Shore fame. I am extremely disappointed in TLC to allow a 
show to be aired that misrepresents a group of people who are 
oppressed and persecuted throughout Europe.     P.S. We call the 
non-Roma 'gadje,' so I speculate the true ethnicity of some of the 
people on the show.   Opre Roma! 
* 
Lisa Brencis 9 days ago 
I like that I can actually understand the people in this show, unlike 
"My Big Fat Gypsy Wedding". But are these people FOR REAL? 
The men are total chauvinists and the women are so skanky 
looking! And their over-the-top gowns look ridiculous. Do they 
think these gowns and short skirts look attractive? And how about 
the large number of women in short skirts who are either/both too 
old or too overweight? 
*  
Ashley Aldridge  9 days ago 
I happen to be a Gypsy ma'am & your comment was very rude. 

 



 

Every culture has the same things. It's not right to single any one 
culture out and deem it "wrong." We grew up differently than you, 
So what? Everyone grew up different than everyone. People have 
different beliefs and they shouldn't be judged on it. But what about 
the gorgers that I see wearing the same things? What about all the 
gorger men that are pigs? How bout older women or heavyset 
women who choose to wear more revealing clothing than some 
people feel they should? I can tell you about them, its their 
business and they shouldn't be degraded for their beliefs or ways. 
And you can understand us because we speak English very well. 
We're not stupid and we shouldnt be downed for simply being 
ourselves even when the cameras are on. Were proud of who we 
are. Its funny because we’re more "normal" than people who are 
uneducated may think. 
* 
Anonymous    8 days ago 
i agree with Lisa. the gowns are ridiculous looking and the women 
look skanky! I'm not saying that your culture is "wrong"; just that 
your taste in fashion is horrible! oh, and if you see non Gypsy 
women wearing what they showed on tv....believe me, they are 
viewed as "skanky" . it doesn't matter if you're a Gypsy or non-
Gypsy........people will judge you on how you're dressed...it's just 
how life is. 
* 
Zayra   8 days ago   i love it im not a gypsy but i love and respect 
the culture 
* 
Zayra   8 days ago   if you have facebook add me =) zayra aurora 
fuentes 
* 
Lorena Marisela   9 days ago    I have never watched this one. 
* 
Durstslovepens   9 days ago    The dress looks beautiful! 
                                                                                                                               
© Bev Seinberg     
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http://community.babycenter.com/post/a33127282/big_fat_gypsy_
wedding 
Gypsy Wedding 
  
kiltbunny · Pass a Note!    Posted 05/04/2012    Anyone else 
watch this show? It blows my mind every time. 
* 
OhMyItsLindsay  Posted 05/04/2012   Its puzzling that they 
spend extravagant amounts on their teenage weddings but live in 
dumpy travel trailers and never made it to high school. 
 * 
Pip&SqueaksMom    Posted 05/04/2012   I like it.  It's crazy!  The 
show has allowed my daughter and I to have real conversations 
about cultures and how seriously people can differ just based on 
that.  We can all co-exist, of course, but I don't want my kids to 
marry outside of the culture they were raised in and I would 
fall in front of a train to keep them from a gypsy! 
 * 
robbiUT   Posted 05/04/2012   The completely crazy dichotomy 
between how they dress & dance like strippers, but don't even kiss 
or be alone with boys till marriage is the oddest part. 
* 
MommyLovesPink    Posted 05/04/2012   I watch it.....definitely 
cray cray.  
* 
luckycat99   Posted 05/04/2012    I LOVE this show.  I dubbed it 
the "train wreck you can't turn from".  These people definatley 
have a different view of the world.  I also started watching 
American Gypsy Wedding.  Then I did some research, and found 
out that there's a huge pocket of these people about 1.5 hrs from 
where I live.  I was in amazement!  Never knew they were truly 
that close.    Jen 
* 
kiltbunny    Posted 05/04/2012   I want to call it crazy, but they 
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have these rigid beliefs and its all about family. I wish I knew some 
IRL.  
* 
FollowMeOnMyTwatter    Posted 05/04/2012     “We prefer to be 
called travellers.”   
We actually have a bunch close by. I like driving through their 
trailer park because their yards are hilarious. 
* 
FollowMeOnMyTwatter   Posted 05/04/2012    Also, I'm so 
fascinated by them and the culture. I can't hate. 
* 
beckieface   Posted 05/04/2012   I wonder if there is an Ask a 
Gypsy thread. That'd be cool. 
* 
CAMelanie   Posted 05/04/2012   When I catch it on, I always 
watch. I am always flabbergasted when they show little 8 year olds 
and younger "popping their junk". Craaaaaaaazy! 
* 
CHEY&dANNY   Posted 05/04/2012   MEEEEP. 
* 
Pip&SqueaksMom     Last edited 05/04/2012    I was always 
warned that if someone knocks on your door claiming to have "a 
little pavement left over from a job" to do your own driveway at a 
discount - to run far away because that's a gypsy and you're about 
to get scammed (or gypped, as it is).  Same thing with unsolicited 
contract work, etc.   I'm sorry, but the truth is the vast majority 
of these people make their living scamming, thieving, conning, 
stealing.  They're a scary bunch.  And while they may keep their 
bloodline true - they feel no allegiance to any country at all. 
Because of that they believe they're completely entitled to take 
what they want from anyone - other than a gypsy, of course.  
It's like the trashy mob. 
* 
FollowMeOnMyTwatter   Posted 05/04/2012   That is true, Pip. 
They whole culture is strange. I somewhat admire that they want 

 



 

the girls to stay pure (as a teen mom and mother of daughters, I 
only wish ha), but I hate how women are dirt to them, and the boys 
can do as they please. Also "grabbing"...I've never used this 
acronym, buy smdh. 
* 
MunchkinMommy0304    Posted 05/04/2012   I've seen this show 
and I'm just so interested in it but I do have a question for anyone 
that can answer. What IS a traveller/gypsy? I realize they are a sub-
culture but where are they from? Are they an ethnicity? Like the 
Jewish community? They are Catholic, right? 
* 
girliemomX3   Posted 05/04/2012     I would LOVE an ask a 
gypsy (travelor) thread!  How can they claim such purity and act 
like they do? From little on up!  It is bizarre. Which is totally why I 
watch it.  My girls have asked me "who ARE they?"I and where do 
they live?  "Umm.... they are.. Gypsies? Um, travellors? "    "I 
don't know where they live, but but... yeah... don't know"  They are 
sheltered like that. 
* 
Midbrain Posted 05/04/2012 omgggg... I want a binky like this for 
my daughter...!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!   (the thread showed a baby boy with a 
pacifer decorated with rhinestones)   I think this is from "My big 
fat american gypsy wedding"....  lol..look at the shoes..they're 
blinged out too! 
* 
Procrastinate_Now   Posted 05/04/2012     I thought that 'gypsy' 
was a negative term and they prefer to be called 'Romas'..  but I 
guess they get money to be on the show so who cares. I really don't 
know anything about them and have never seen the show but now I 
want to. 
* 
ClickingMom  Posted 05/04/2012    I think it's intriguing. This is a 
culture so different from my own. I loved the show The Riches, too 
bad they gave it the axe. 
* 

 



 

Soulprncs2    Posted 05/04/2012   If I remember correctly from 
the other threads we have had, Romas is the name of Romania 
travellers.  Other travellers are of Irish descent.   I thought we 
were banned from calling people gypsies?    (oh wow) 
* 
rtinker26    Posted 05/04/2012   My 7 year old is completely 
amazed by them. She has great taste though. She saw Snooki on a 
magazine cover and proclaimed her the prettiest girl ever. I'm a 
little scared for her future. 
* 
Soulprncs2   Posted 05/04/2012    My kids, especially DS, use to 
be drawn to Oprah on her magazine cover.  They would sit there 
and stare at her until I made them leave.  It was kind of creepy.    
(yep) 
* 
48th Posted 05/04/2012   I grew up with a girl who had an older 
sister who ran off and married a gypsy when she was a teenager. 
Her parents were heartbroken because she cut off all contact from 
her family and went to live in squalor in their camp. She had a 
baby really young and that daughter also married around age 16. 
* 
girliemomX3    Posted 05/04/2012    Um... if they call their show 
"my big fat gypsy wedding" ... I think we can call them Gypsies! 
* 
done lurking   Posted 05/05/2012   There is a small pocket of 
them here (less than 100) and honestly they aren't what is shown 
on TV. My friend manages the community. They are Very 
religious, they hold themselves to higher moral values than most. 
Women do stay at home And raise babies and the younger girls do 
help a ton at home. They do however go to high school, and some 
who are unmarried are in college. The boys don't typically go to 
college they go into a trade typically. A lot of them work for the 
union here. They don't fight like the ones on TV do, they seem to 
portray it as that's all they do is drink and fight. They are loud, 
there is nothing quiet about them and it seems to start at a very 

 



 

young age. The girls do Not have a say in their lives their fathers 
Then husbands dictate this. That said she's never had issues with 
domestic violence, or super controlling. The men do prefer Their 
wives Not go out alone, but upon questioning its more for the 
woman's safety as the men fear the entire world is bad outside of 
their culture.  I think tlc depicts the worst of the worst as always. 
Or we have some super weird romas here. 
* 
man71   Posted 05/07/2012     I read that they have no need or 
obligation to conform to the cultural norms of the outside culture, 
which gives them the "red-light" to cheat, steal, and beg.  They 
also do not want to "contribute" to the outside culture and see 
having a tax-paying job as that.  I hate the way they used their kids 
to beg on the streets in Europe, and think it's OK. 
* 
asna2526    Posted 05/07/2012    I watch the show, but at the same 
time I hate it.  Their entire culture is very oppressive towards 
women, and their little girls are taught from early on that their 
whole purpose in life is to find a husband and be a good wife.  
They will have 14 year olds on there talking about dropping out of 
school because they can't wait to find a man!  it's nuts!  Also, I saw 
a thread on another site that was sort of "ask a gypsy" and the 
woman said that thier philosophy is that if God puts an opportunity 
in front of you, you have to take it.  Her example was that if a 
millionaire is walking by with a loaf of bread and a starving child 
sees this, he has to take what is put in front of him.  I don't know if 
all gypsies feel like this, but I think it's just a way to justify 
stealing.  I can't turn away from the show, it's so crazy, but I think 
all it does is prove right all the negative stereotypes about gypsies 
:( 
* 
mahmoud'smom    Posted 05/07/2012   In Lebanon there are a ton 
of gypsy and all begging on the streets, kids as young as 5yrs old 
coming up to you begging for money. Then you give them money 
they run to their mom who is dressed nice and tells the child to do 

 



 

it again.    We have gypsies here in Houston I really can't stand 
them. All they do is cheat the system and cheat people out of 
their hard working money. 
* 
Wildcats33    Posted 05/07/2012     My DH's Nana is from 
Liverpool and said over there, they are very frowned upon.  The 
whole culture is so bizzare to me, but I love watching the show. 
* 
befels   Posted 05/07/2012    love it!! I DVR it! 
* 
CuteMama729    Posted 05/07/2012     Yea its funny. My DH is 
english and at his work one of the guys he works with, his wife is 
all into the show, and she keeps asking her husband to ask DH 
about the gypsies.  We actually saw some yesterday in NYC. I 
should have taken a picture. You ladies would have LOVED it. 
They were Irish gypsies (irish gypsies live in Ireland and england) 
and they were in a supermarket and the two girls (like 18-20ish 
years old) were dressed VERY provocatively. Kinda funny to see 
people getting stares on the streets of NYC but when you are 
dressed in clubware at 10:30 am with your babies with you i guess 
it would raise a few eyebrows.  And... they kinda have a love/hate 
relationship from what i understand with the term "gypsy". They 
used to even refer to themselves as gypsies (and some still do) but 
since it started being used negatively by others and so they are now 
"officially" referred to in government papers,etc as "the travelling 
community" or "travellers". Most now refer to themselves as 
"travellers" but you will hear them occasionally refer to themselves 
as gypsies. i guess it depends on the person what they prefer. 
* 
Jaybabies10   Posted 05/07/2012  I can't get enough of this show it 
is absolutely fascinating 
* 
Pip&SqueaksMom    Posted 05/07/2012    I have to wonder if 
they are "travellers" and live life on the move because people in 
every community won't put up with them for long.  If they really 

 



 

are the thieves and liars that past history reports them to be 
you can see why they would be often run out of town.   To be 
honest, it really irritates me that the television show never 
mentions this about their culture.  Production staff is probably 
afraid of being stabbed for ever mentioning it. 
* 
CuteMama729   Posted 05/07/2012     I actually have a family 
friend who is a gypsy. She immigrated here with her husband and 
young son (and they now have a couple more kids that were born 
in the USA). I would never tell anyone they are gypsies. I dont 
think its my place but amongst our friends we all know (and 
they know we know.. its just not really talked about).   Of 
course, some things still turn heads... like the fact that they live in a 
very "middle class" community and her little girls communion 
dress that she will be wearing in a couple of weeks is a very 
blinged out $10k dress. 
* 
Pip&SqueaksMom  Posted 05/07/2012   @ cutemama, do your 
friends live a regular life with a house and all that?  Are they alone 
with no other gypsies other than themselves?  Does she act like the 
gypsy women we see on tv?  How does her husband earn money?  
What does she say about her culture and how did you come to 
know that she is a gypsy? 
* 
hydrangea8   Posted 05/07/2012  
   www.youtube.com/watch?v=TOSZwEwl_1Q 
Made me think of Cher. 
* 
CuteMama729     Posted 05/07/2012   - yes they own a home in a 
very middle class community.  
 
- they don't live in a "community" of gypsies but they have their 
gypsy friends that they are still very in touch with for holidays, 
family events,etc and a lot of them live relatively cxlose (a town 
over, a few towns over, that sorta thing.. but its not like there are 

 



 

other gypsies living on her block or anything like that). 
 
- she doesnt work. she is very much in charge of the kids and 
housecleaning. her house is meticulously clean. thats a 
"stereotype" about gypsies that she definitely upholds. she doesnt 
dress OVERLY provocatively. i mean she wears some questionable 
clothes i guess for a 40 something year old, but not like the ones 
we see on tv.  i guess they arent all about "provocative". they want 
to be noticed though. when shes going out, she wears a lot of neon, 
bright ensembles , tons of jewelry, etc,. just generally stuff that i 
would NEVER wear, but its not like she wears micro mini skirts 
with a bra top or anything. just very "noticeable" attire i would say. 
she also can dress very normally though when shes home or 
running errands (sweatpants, tshirts, sneakers) 
 
- they like a lot of gypsies (and irish people in general) own their 
own businesses. one is construction related. they also own a 
number of residential rental properties. they lease out some 
commercial property they own. a little bit of everything. 
 
- because of their many business endeavours, they do not openly 
discuss being gypsies. she has mentioned things like about going to 
certain events or something and she'll offhandedly make a remark 
like shes going to a traveller wedding or something but she never 
would directly SAY "hey you know we are travellers".. but again 
its just "known". they also have a very common traveller family 
name which would be a big tip off to people who are familiar with 
the travelling community that they may be travellers. 
* 
hannahandavasmom    Posted 05/07/2012     I watch sometimes 
and also think its like a train wreck I can't stop watching. It is 
rather fascinating though to learn about different cultures. 
However, the word gypsies makes me think of my favorite Stephen 
King movie "thinner" where gypsies but curses on people. Kind of 
freaks me out. Lol. I'll keep watching though :-) 
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New York Roma Enrich City's Culture 
 
Adam Phillips  October 05, 2012 
 
NEW YORK — They are known by many names: Gypsies, 
Travelers, and Roma, which is how they prefer to be known. 
Whatever you call them, Roma are among the most widely 
dispersed and yet the least understood ethnic groups on earth. 
Romany culture and its influences have made a positive impact in 
New York, where thousands of the world’s estimated 12 million 
Roma make their home. 
  
Romany style music and celebration are going full force at the 
Drom nightclub, the epicenter of a three-week New York Gypsy 
Festival. It highlights the musical cultures of a people who 
migrated north from India about one thousand years ago and 
settled mainly in southern and eastern Europe, the Balkans and 
present-day Russia.  Producer Mehmet Dede said the festival is 
geared to those, like him, who are “Gypsy at heart.” 
 
“And I would like to think that in New York City we’re all a little 
bit of Gypsy,” said Dede.  Just as the Roma have been influenced 
by the lands where they have lived, New York has been shaped by 
the immigrant groups that settled here, including the Roma.  Ismail 
Lumanovsky leads The New York Gypsy All Stars. He sees 
himself as a cultural ambassador. “By playing Romany music, I 
want to offer the New York audience a very free way of looking to 
music, of expressing their feelings in the moment," said 
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Lumanovsky.  The Gypsy spirit seems to work for New York’s 
downtown music scene.  
 
 “I think they have something like an energy you don’t find in any 
other music. So that’s why I like it,” said one girl. 
  
“It’s kind of like the European blues,” said a man at the festival. 
 
“They can feel music. You feel that they love playing,” said 
another man. 
 
Petra Gelbart conducts workshops where she introduces Romany 
language, dances and music to non-Roma, or “gadje.”  She also 
likes to correct what she calls misconceptions.  “We’re not 
nomadic for the most part. We’re people who have been settled for 
hundreds of years or are certainly trying to settle and get jobs…" 
said Gelbart.  (author’s note:  I find it fascinating when the 
formerly nomadic of a nomadic bloodline speak like this, as if the 
act of being nomadic is akin to criminality)  
 
Roma have considered themselves outsiders and they have often 
been persecuted. They are frequently stereotyped as unkempt and 
dishonest.  An estimated half-million Roma were murdered by the 
Nazis during World War II. Today, anti-Roma violence is on the 
rise in western and southern Europe. Even in the U.S., some 
immigrant Roma fear prejudice. Gelbart’s mother worked at a 
bank.  "And she just wasn’t going to tell people she was Gypsy 
because, as she put, it ‘the minute something goes missing, who do 
you think they’re going to blame?’" said Gelbart. 
  
Still, many native New York Roma, like dancer Pirozhka Racz, are 
proud to maintain some traditions for which Roma are known, 
including fortune telling.  Racz said that in spite of globalization, 
there will always be Roma.  "We haven’t let all of the sadness 
throughout the centuries change us. We’ve remained basically just 

 



 

the same, keeping the important things alive - generosity, sharing 
with family, music and the other arts that we do," said Racz.  And 
to judge by the increasing popularity of Gypsy-style music, dance, 
and even fashion, Roma will be part of the Big Apple’s flavor for 
years to come. 
***************************************************** 
West Coast Plan to Eradicate the Poorer Nomadic 
 
 Only Known Federal Supreme Court Ruling on RVs as Home           
 
On the foundational question of whether a motorhome is housing 
or not has been answered in 1985 by the Supreme Court of the 
United States when they wrote in California v Carney (471 U.S. 
386), “The California Supreme Court correctly characterized this 
vehicle (a Dodge Midas mini-Motorhome) as a ’hybrid’ which 
combines ’the mobility attribute of an automobile…with most of 
the privacy characteristics of a house’.  The hybrid nature of the 
motorhome puts it at the crossroads between the privacy interests 
that generally forbid warantless invasions of the home Payton v 
New York 445 .S. 57  585-590 (1980) and the law enforcement 
interests that support the exception for warantless searches of 
automobiles based on probable cause United States v Russ 456 
U.S. 798, 806, 820 (1982).” 
However, it was the dissent by Justice Stevens that gives us an 
insight into what makes a home ~ in the mind of a Supreme Court 
Justice ~ which is what petitioners are begging relief from today.  
California v Carney was a search and seizure case, which the 
Federal Supremes handed back in disagreement with the California 
Supreme Court, saying that police did have the right to search a 
motorhome because the mobility of the ’hybrid’ vehicle was 
enough to warrant a search without a warrant.  So it is in the 
dissent that the petitioners find comfort, this slightest 
acknowledgement that this is a valid home worthy of the protection 
of the law.   

 



 

 
“Premature resolution of the novel question presented has stunted  
the natural growth and refinement of alternative principles. Despite 
age of automobile exception and the countless cases in which it has 
been applied, we have no prior cases defining the contours of a 
reasonable  search in the context of hybrids such as motorhomes, 
house trailers, houseboats, and yachts.  In this case the Court can 
barely glimpse the  diverse life styles associated with recreational 
vehicles and mobile living quarters.  The line or lines separating 
mobile homes from permanent structures might have been drawn 
in various ways with consideration given to whether the home is 
moving or at rest, whether it rests in land or water, the form of the 
vehicles attachment to its location, its potential speed of departure, 
its size and capacity to serve as a domicile and its method of 
locomotion.  Rational decision-making strongly counsels against 
driving the uses and abuses of the vehicles in the vacuum of the 
first case raising  the question before us.  Motorhomes, by their 
common use & construction,  afford their owners a substantial and 
legitimate expectation of privacy  when they dwell within.  Unlike 
a brick bungalow or a frame Victorian,  a motorhome seldom 
serves as a permanent lifetime abode.  The motorhome in this case, 
however, was designed to accommodate a breadth of ordinary 
everyday living.  Photographs in the record indicate its height, 
length, and beam provided substantial living space inside: stuffed 
chairs surround a table, cupboards provide room for storage of 
personal effects, bunk beds provide sleeping space, and a 
refrigerator provides ample space for food and beverages.  
Moreover, curtains and large, opaque walls inhibit viewing the 
activities inside from the exterior of the vehicle.  The interior 
configuration of the motorhome establishes that the vehicles’ size, 
shape and mode of construction should have indicated to the 
officers that it was a vehicle containing mobile living quarters.  
The State contends that officers in the field will have the 
impossible task of determining whether or not other vehicles 
contain mobile living quarters.  It is not necessary for the Court to 

 



 

resolve every question in this area in a single case, but common 
English usage suggests that we already distinguish between 
“motorhome” which is “equipped as a self-contained traveling 
home” and a “camper” which is only equipped for “casual travel 
and camping” and “automobile” which is designed for “passenger 
transportation” Webster’s Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary 118, 
199, 775, (1983).  The California Vehicle Code  also refutes the 
State’s argument that the exclusion of ‘motorhome’ from the 
automobile exception would be impossible to apply in practice.  In 
its definition section, the code distinguishes campers and house 
cars from station wagons and suggests they are a special category 
of the more general term ’motor vehicle and passenger cars‘. 
California Vehicle Code 362 defines a house car as a motor vehicle 
originally designed or permanently altered and equipped for human 
habitation. 
***************************************************** 
http://journals.chapman.edu/ojs/index.php/VocesNovae/article/vie
w/20/94 
The Bum Blockade:  
Los Angeles and the Great Depression 
Hailey Giczy 
 
"American History has been in a large degree the history of the 
colonization of the Great West. The existence of an area of free 
land, its continuous recession, and the advance of American 
settlement westward, explain American development."[1] 
Frederick Jackson Turner's "frontier thesis" explained the effects of 
the frontier on American History. Turner's essays described the 
frontier as the time and place where savagery met civilization.[2] 
For the citizens of Los Angeles, also known as "Angelenos," the 
migration to California during the Great Depression was also a 
meeting of the savage and the civilized. However, instead of 
civilization advancing westward as postulated by Turner, it was the 
"culturally deficient" and "savage" encroachment of the Dust Bowl 

 



 

migrants that now moved westward towards Los Angeles. The 
social upheaval and displacement brought on by the Great 
Depression changed the very concept of the frontier, and the 
defining characteristics of Americans as travelers to that frontier 
were no longer applicable to Dust Bowl migrants. 
 
Protection of the civilization that existed in the West meant that all 
savage infringements on the newly developed utopian community 
of Los Angeles had to be prevented. Southern Californians, shaped 
by their imagined community, did not want to relate to Depression-
era America, and instead "[separated] themselves and their territory 
from the governing state as a means for defending their separate 
identities."[3] In order to preserve the homogeneity of Los 
Angeles' "imagined community" of wealthy and culturally 
advanced Anglo-Saxons, tactics used to exclude racial groups were 
employed to attack class groups, raising exclusionist sentiment in 
Angelenos which fueled a fear of moral and aesthetic degradation. 
An embodiment of this fear was the Bum Blockade, a border patrol 
set up by Los Angeles Chief of Police James E. Davis at 
California's borders to deny those deemed undesirable from 
entering the state.[4] 
The development of Los Angeles' imagined community rested on 
regional nationalism and the creation of a regional identity among 
Southern Californians. The imagined community is the idea that 
myths perpetuated through literature and other forms of 
communication shape the self-perception of individuals, as well as 
the community they are a part of. It is imagined, according to 
Benedict Anderson, "because the members of even the smallest 
nation," or, in this case, region, "will never know most of their 
fellow-members, meet them, or even hear of them, yet in the minds 
of each lives the image of their communion."[5] The region is 
imagined as a community because "regardless of the actual 
inequality and exploitation that may prevail in each, the nation is 
always conceived as a deep, horizontal comradeship."[6] Anderson 
continues that "an American will never meet, or even know the 

 



 

names of more than a handful of his [...] fellow Americans. He has 
no idea what they are up to at any one time. But he has complete 
confidence in their steady, anonymous, simultaneous activity."[7] 
Based on the myths perpetuated through mass communication, Los 
Angeles, along with the rest of Southern California, identified 
itself as very much separated from the rest of the nation. 
 
The myth of Southern California's self- image was largely shaped 
by the early literary works of the Southland's local authors. The 
myth included the idea that Los Angeles was the most civilized 
community in the West, which made Angelenos resent future 
migrants who were not as refined as they perceived themselves to 
be. Los Angeles was the merging of traditional Protestant and 
pioneering frontier heritage, which made the area unique and 
unspoiled, while at the same time entrenched with culture. Another 
idea that shaped the imagined community of Angelenos was the 
special relationship residents of Southern California had with the 
beautiful natural surroundings; horizons and lands that mimicked 
the idyllic vistas of Europe. Angelenos considered themselves 
culturally advanced as compared to the rest of the nation because 
they had the positive traits passed down from America's colonial 
roots, but saw themselves as innovative and ever-changing in a 
new landscape that had not yet been civilized. The Angelenos were 
the civilizers, the settlers of the untamed and savage West, and 
their accomplishment in this regard made them hold themselves in 
high esteem. These beliefs furthered their perception that other 
people were inferior to those of their community. 
 
While the myths linking Southern Californians are different from 
myths uniting other regional or national groups, the method in 
creating the myth, or identity, is the same. The imagined 
community of Southern California was created through the 
literature that characterized the region and united its inhabitants. 
For Anderson, the tool to create the imagined community is print-
language.[8] His idea of the imagined community derives its 

 



 

origins from early stages of nationalism in European 
civilization.[9] He says of European nationalism that "the 
conviction that languages [...] were [...] the personal property of 
quite specific groups - their daily speakers and readers - and 
moreover that these groups, imagined as communities, were 
entitled to their autonomous place in a fraternity of equals," made 
print language the most important factor in developing an 
imagined community.[10] In a way, the novel and the newspaper 
were "the technical means for 're-presenting'" the desired imagined 
community of a particular nation or region.[11] The "Ramona 
myth" as contained in Helen Hunt Jackson's 1884 publication 
Ramona, spurred the idyllic view of Southern California and 
suggested that "the frontier was over, that aesthetic self-
consciousness," stemming from New England ideals, "had come to 
California del Sur."[12] The notion of a virgin and untamed natural 
setting, with a population entrenched with the historical tradition of 
New England, was captured by Sarah Bixby Smith's Adobe Days 
(1925), and made Southern California represent the natural beauty 
and purity of the frontier but still was connected to the heritage of 
America's colonial roots. John Charles Fremont, author of the 
widely read Report of the Exploring Expedition to Oregon and 
North California (1845), correlated California beauty to a 
Mediterranean oasis.[13] His analogy presented California as "a 
land of honey and flowers."[14] These works made the foundation 
of the California Dream "the hope for a special relationship to 
nature."[15] These tomes "created unified fields of exchange and 
communication," between people who would never meet each 
other, but would always have one thing in common - the idealized 
view of Southern California and its inhabitants.[16] 
 
The initial idea of promoting Southern California as a semi-
tropical, Mediterranean paradise came from such advertisers as 
Major Benjamin Truman, a Los Angeles journalist advertising for 
the railroad companies. In 1874, Truman published the 
promotional treatise Semi-Tropical California, which endorsed 

 



 

California as "a place for the good life," fulfilling both pastoral and 
urban ideals; it would be "rural but not countrified, hard-working 
but not too hard-working," and would appeal both to farmers and 
urbanites seeking a blissful change from the status quo.[17] Early 
advertisements like those of the late nineteenth century created 
Southern California's first self-image as "that of the American farm 
perfected, saved from loneliness and back-breaking labor, graced 
with some degree of aesthetic satisfaction."[18] The life of the 
Southern Californian was romanticized as utopian. The Southern 
Californian farmer would be "a middle-class horticulturalist [...] 
freed from the back-breaking ordeal of the New England and 
Midwestern farm," and would divulge into culture and leisure; 
"there would be books, a rose garden, a piano in the parlor."[19] 
Southern California became the special place for ordinary 
Americans.[20] 
 
As much as national affiliation, and perhaps even more so, regional 
association has a strong impact on individual perceptions of self-
identity. Frederick Jackson Turner argued that the "section" was 
just as fundamental in the development of American history as was 
the frontier. He stated that "the frontier is a moving section, or 
rather a form of society, determined by the reactions between the 
wilderness and the edge of expanding settlement; the section is the 
outcome of the deeper-seated geographical conditions interacting 
with the stock which settled the region."[21] The merging of 
tradition with the frontier created a special section in Southern 
California which meant the development of its communities and 
peoples would not conform to lines of development of other 
regions. Turner further emphasized that "sections are more 
important than states in shaping the underlying forces of American 
history."[22] "Regionalism," according to David B. Knight, "is 
taken to mean the awareness of togetherness among a people of a 
relatively large area. [...] A regionalism thus is recognizable only 
when it represents but a part of a larger territorial unit, the latter 
being the areal extent of a political system."[23] While the region 

 



 

is subordinate to the national political system in size and authority, 
it is not the case with individual identity. This is because, 
historically, communities began with "socially cohesive [groups]" 
defining their own territory. The community would become 
"politically bounded," to the territory, which in turn "came to 
define the people," which was epitomized in the self-identities and 
imagined community of Angelenos.[24] 
 
The development of the regional identity of frontier travelers 
differed notably from the characterizing facets of the rest of 
Americans because "the West opened a refuge from the rule of 
established classes, from the subordination of youth to age, from 
the sway of established and revered institutions."[25] The West 
was also the amalgamation of various cultural aspects merging 
from individuals from other sections in America. Considering the 
vast differences that shaped individuals in the different regions in 
the territory of the United States, comparisons are drawn between 
the United States and the collection of nations on the European 
continent. These factors are evidenced in the development of 
Southern California's imagined community throughout the 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Therefore, Southern 
California was a region linked by more than territory - Southern 
Californians were linked by the myths perpetuated about their land. 
 
Along with rising regional nationalism, Turner argued that 
"sectional self-consciousness and sensitiveness is likely to be 
increased as time goes on and crystallized sections feel the full 
influence of their geographic peculiarities, their special interests, 
and their developed ideals, in a closed and static nation."[26] The 
increase in regional nationalism would provoke the danger that 
"the province or section shall think of itself naively as the nation, 
[...] and then proceed to denounce the sections that do not perceive 
the accuracy of this view as wicked or ignorant and un-
American."[27] "This kind of nationalism is a sectional mirage," 
common among all sections whether consciously or not, and 

 



 

"involves the assumption of a superiority of culture [...] to which 
good morals require that the nation as a whole must yield."[28] 
This regional nationalism was quite evident during the Dust Bowl 
migration, in which the "Okies" migrated westward to Los Angeles 
during severe weather and home foreclosures. 
 
Many Los Angeles residents perceived the so-called "Okies" to be 
a menace to their imagined community. The migrants were seen as 
culturally inferior to Angelenos and were distinguished "as a 
separate and alien social group."[29] John Steinbeck conveyed the 
negative connotation of the term 'Okie' in his Grapes of Wrath: 
"Well, Okie use'ta mean you was from Oklahoma. Now it means 
you're a dirty son-of-a-bitch. Okie means you're scum. Don't mean 
nothing itself, it's the way they say it."[30] The popularity of 
eugenics at the time also contributed to the stigmatized image of 
the Okie. The eugenic claim "that rural isolation and poverty were 
hallmarks of hereditary inferiority" marked the population of poor 
whites migrating westward.[31] Carey McWilliams, journalist and 
former editor of The Nation, in an interview with historian Studs 
Terkel, explained "in the second half of the Thirties, about 350,000 
Dust Bowl refugees flooded the state. They were promptly 
stereotyped, exactly as a racial minority. They were called Okies 
and Arkies: they were shiftless and lazy and irresponsible and had 
too many children, and if we improve the labor camps and put a 
table in, they would chop it up and use it for kindling. Once I went 
into the foyer of this third-rate motion picture house in Bakersfield 
and I saw a sign: Negroes and Okies upstairs."[32] Californians 
quickly applied degenerative traits to this migrating class, and 
could easily distinguish themselves as culturally superior. The 
Okies were seen as ignorant, shifty, and incestuous, while 
Angelenos considered themselves educated, progressive, and 
Christian. 
 
The regional identity and territoriality of Southern Californians 
after the close of the frontier and the increase in its imagined 

 



 

community largely contributed to their xenophobia of Americans 
from other regions, notably the Okies. The idea that feelings of 
nationalism "involve myths that relate to and encourage feelings of 
loyalty to and identification with a group's consciousness of itself," 
was manifested in the peoples of the Southern California region. 
This nationalism and group conscious could "cause the group 
either to have or desire political independence under its own 
government in its own territory."[33] 
 
To maintain their imagined community, Angelenos, and 
Californians in general, took preventative steps to curb migration 
and immigration of undesired populations. California has 
historically banned undesirable migrants from its borders, 
including the Chinese in the late nineteenth century, the Japanese 
in the early twentieth century, Mexicans at the onset of the Great 
Depression, and African-Americans until the early twentieth 
century.[34] Anti-Chinese sentiment had existed in California since 
the mid-eighteenth century, and the Chinese were seen as "a 
perpetual, unchanging, and unchangeable alien element that 
[could] never become homogenous," with the California 
community.[35] It was also believed that the Chinese were 
"demoralizing and [a] degradation to [California's] people[,]" and 
that they were "dangerous to the community."[36] The Chinese 
Exclusion Act, passed by the Federal government in 1882, barred 
Chinese immigration and prevented the naturalization of the 
Chinese already in America. The Fresno Republican reported 
"Japanese coolie immigration is of the most undesirable class 
possible."[37] David Kearney, an earlier advocate of Chinese 
exclusion, said in 1892 that "Japs [are] being brought here now in 
countless numbers to demoralize and discourage our domestic 
labor market and to be educated [...] at our expense."[38] At the 
onset of the Great Depression "the federal government sponsored 
and supported the mass expulsion of [Mexican] immigrants."[39] It 
was reported that "a total of 3,492 Mexicans left on repatriation 
trains from San Bernardino between 1931 and 1933, primarily in 

 



 

1931, at the height of the formal repatriation movement."[40] 
 
The implementation of the Bum Blockade aligned with much of 
California history, and was a response taken to preserve the 
imagined community as shaped by regional identity. However, a 
key difference between the closing of California borders to the 
Japanese, Chinese, African-Americans, and Mexicans and closing 
its borders to the Dust Bowl migrants is that the Dust Bowl 
migrants were white. "Previously, Californians had generated 
support for excluding poor non-White residents by appealing to the 
racist sentiments of White Californians,"[41] so in order to make 
the blockade successful, the tactics used to reinforce racist attitudes 
toward undesirable populations were applied to the Dust Bowl 
migrants. During the Depression, Angelenos distinguished between 
desired and undesired migrants based on the premise of cultural 
inferiority. Angelenos perceived Okies as a different ethnic group 
from themselves based on their regional origin. Angelenos were 
then united by a common "national and ethnic consciousness" 
against the Okies, and their solidarity was enhanced because they 
were "facing other groups, as well as territorial and cultural 
ones."[42] 
 
Attitudes based on regionalism were still strong during the 
Depression, but the dislocation of Dust Bowl migrants meant that 
"the sense of place that once existed in the 'minds of countless 
ordinary folk' [remained] largely unanswered for the depression 
decade in the United States."[43] The Okies no longer had a 
territory to claim as their own, and in their attempts to integrate 
with other regions and communities, they faced the hostility one 
would expect between feuding nations; this was grounds for 
suspicion on part of Angelenos. Hostility built toward this group 
because, according to Angelenos, they were identity-less, home-
less, and culture-less. This hostility was epitomized by the 
advertisements of booster clubs in the Southland in the 1920s and 
1930s. 

 



 

 
The All-Year Club of Southern California, established in 1921 by a 
group of Los Angeles businessmen as a response to the lack of 
tourism during the summer months to Southern California, 
contributed to the print-language discourse which furthered the 
development of Los Angeles' imagined community.[44] The All-
Year Club aimed to boost the economy and improve the character 
of Los Angeles by advertising the city's virtues only to middle and 
upper-class whites by "[mastering] the techniques of mass 
consumer marketing in its promotion of southern California."[45] 
The Great Depression provided a challenge for the booster clubs in 
Southern California. The All-Year Club knew that many tourists to 
Southern California generally became "inhabitants, and thus 
competitive job-seekers," which alarmed Southern Californians 
who were already living in a poor job market and were worried 
about the overburdened relief rolls.[46] Also, many in Southern 
California feared that, because of the advertisements of the great 
weather in the southland, the bulk of indigents would decide that 
"if one must starve, it's pleasanter to do so in sunshine than in 
snow."[47] The All-Year Club was targeted by many angry 
Southern Californians who believed it was the Club's prominent 
and thorough advertising that caused the unemployed to flock to 
the West. 
 
At a city conference on unemployment in late 1929, the All-Year 
Club decided to change their advertising focus from enticing 
tourists to dissuading people from relocating to the area.[48] In 
response to public concerns about undesirables getting on relief 
rolls and creating more competition for employment, the All-Year 
Club issued "warnings to potential job-seekers [...] on all 
advertisements."[49] A typical advertisement would say, "Come to 
Southern California for a glorious vacation. Advise others not to 
come seeking employment lest they be disappointed, but for the 
tourist [,] attractions are unlimited."[50] Similarly, the Los Angeles 
Chamber of Commerce aimed to boost the economy and improve 

 



 

the character of Los Angeles by advertising the city's virtues only 
to middle and upper-class whites. With the onset of the Great 
Depression, the Chamber of Commerce insisted that "street 
beggars were 'a bad advertisement' for Los Angeles" and feared 
that a "[working class and non-White] presence on street corners 
and in other public spaces of the city [...] would compromise the 
environment of the community and dissuade other Whites of 
means from migrating to the city."[51] Los Angeles was to remain 
a "Peoria of Palm trees."[52] Legislation from the State Assembly 
and the creation of the Bum Blockade were ways of protecting this 
paradise for middle- and upper-class whites. 
 
Legislation was proposed by the State Assembly as early as May 
1935 which would bar some migrants from entering California. On 
May 16, 1935, the Jones-Redwine Bill was proposed in the 
California State Assembly which aimed to "prohibit all paupers, 
vagabonds, indigent persons and persons likely to become public 
charges, and all persons affected with a contagious or infections 
disease from entering California until July 1, 1939."[53] The 
declaratory section of the Jones-Redwine Bill stated "all paupers 
and all persons likely to become public charges are hereby 
prohibited from entering the State of California."[54] The bill 
proposed that the Governor "call upon the city police and county 
Sheriff's organizations, [and] also to create a special border 
patrol."[55] Assemblymen Jones and Redwine declared in a 
statement that "California is fast being placed in a disastrous 
position [...] because of the influx of unemployed persons into this 
State."[56] The need for the action described in the Jones-Redwine 
Bill was reiterated when the number of migrants to California, 
especially Southern California, was much higher than the 
migration experienced by other states. In April 1935, there was a 
reported "drop in number of cases and in expenditures for relief in 
101 of 145 cities reporting to Washington," however, "Los Angeles 
reported an increase of three per cent in number of cases and of 
nine per cent in expenditures, while San Diego had a rise of eight 

 



 

per cent in both."[57] These statistics exacerbated the need to 
prevent migrants from entering the state. 
 
Despite some beliefs that immigration restrictions were out of the 
State's power, "the United States Supreme Court and the California 
Supreme Court [were] both on the record as declaring that a State 
has a right to protect itself against the spread of crime, pauperism 
or disturbance of the peace, by closing its borders to migrants not 
self-supporting."[58] Major Walter Tuller, California attorney, 
cited a Supreme Court decision that read "it may be admitted that 
the police power of a State justifies the adoption of precautionary 
measures against social evils."[59] The Supreme Court decision 
continued, "a State [...] may exclude from its limits convicts, 
paupers, idiots and lunatics, and persons likely to become a public 
charge [...] a right founded [...] in the sacred law of self 
defense."[60] Regarding a State's right to self defense, the 
California Supreme Court stated, "it has never been doubted that a 
State has the power, by proper police and sanitary regulations, to 
exclude from its limits paupers, vagabonds and criminals, or sick, 
diseased, infirm or disabled persons, who were likely to become a 
public charge."[61] This anti-Okie law passed the State Assembly 
quickly, but did not pass in the State Senate until 1937.[62] 
Protection of the Los Angeles community was, in the interim, to 
fall to other authorities. 
 
The Bum Blockade was planned and established shortly after the 
failed passage of the Jones-Redwine Bill in the State Senate, and 
developed with two lines of defense against potential migrants. 
The first line was in Los Angeles, and included arresting and 
fingerprinting vagrants and beggars. Upon arrest, vagrants were 
given the option of forced hard labor in a rock quarry or 
deportation over the State line.[63] The second line of defense was 
at California borders, to which one hundred thirty-six Los Angeles 
Police Officers were deployed to prevent undesirable migrants 
from entering the state. The officers conducted vehicle and train 

 



 

searches, and at the state line they were deputized by the local law 
enforcement agencies to continue the fingerprinting campaign that 
had begun back in the city. Treatment of migrants already in Los 
Angeles consisted of numerous arrests by the Los Angeles Police 
Department, along with jail time those arrested on vagrancy 
charges were often fingerprinted and deported to the state line. 
"Subjects taken into technical custody for violation of State laws 
will be fingerprinted and described, copies of the reports being sent 
to the Federal Bureau of Investigation in Washington, D.C., to the 
Sheriff's office in the county where the arrest is made, and to the 
Los Angeles Police Department."[64] 
 
On December 6, 1935, in a letter to the Police Board of 
Commissioners, the Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce suggested 
the idea of establishing hard labor prison camps for "undesirable 
indigent transients." [65] The Chamber of Commerce defined 
"undesirable indigent transients" as those "who are disinclined to 
work [...] and therefore become public charges and in many 
instances a problem for the Police Department."[66] The Chamber 
of Commerce offered that in the prison camps, the "transients who 
are picked up for violation of City and County ordinances can be 
put to labor hard, or drastic, enough to act as a deterrent to their 
coming into this community."[67] It was also believed that work 
on the rock pile would strengthen the naturally demoralized and 
culturally deficient character of the migrants. [68] Acknowledging 
that the establishment of the labor camps would require spending 
on behalf of the city, the Chamber of Commerce concluded, "in the 
long run it would be money saved if the local authorities could [...] 
prevent the influx of those persons who now cost the City money 
and become public menaces."[69] 
 
Regarding the legal issues surrounding the establishment of the 
proposed hard labor camps, the City Attorney advised the City 
Council and Chamber of Commerce to view Section 427 of the 
City Charter which stated: "The Council shall prohibit enforced 

 



 

labor without compensation as a penalty for the commission of 
public offenses."[70] However, the Attorney also suggested a way 
for the Council and Chamber of Commerce to get around the law: 
"The prohibition of the above section relates to those cases in 
which enforced labor is required 'as a penalty' for the committing 
of public offenses. It may be contended that this requires a 
prohibition against such labor where it is prescribed as a penalty 
but not as a prohibition of labor accompanying imprisonment, the 
imprisonment being the penalty prescribed by law for the violation 
of municipal ordinances."[71] This manipulation of the law only 
emphasizes the extreme desire of Angelenos to safely guard 
their imagined community. 
 
While unable to distinctly claim Dust Bowl migrants were of a 
different race to deem them undesirable, and unwilling to state that 
economic differences were at the heart of the problem, blockade 
supporters instead focused on the cultural deficiencies of 
migrants.[72] Through the "racialization" of class, supporters of 
the Bum Blockade "contended that migrants lacked the work ethic 
and moral character to become part of the Los Angeles 
community." [73] This racialization of class took hold because of 
the already established nationalism of the Southern California 
region. Angelenos were able to perceive outsiders in a racial sense 
because of the deep-seeded regionalism that shaped their identities. 
Being white American citizens was not enough to travel 
unimpeded into California. 
 
The Los Angeles Police Department's plan of action in 
implementing the Bum Blockade rested on established laws. 
Evading the payment of railroad fare was "punished by a fine of 
not more than five hundred dollars, or imprisonment not exceeding 
six months," or both. [74] Authorities in states en route to 
California allowed migrants to ride the rails free under the 
condition that they did not get off the trains in their locales.[75] 
Those arrested for evading railroad fares or vagrancy was given the 

 



 

choice of appearing before a local magistrate or returning to where 
they came from."[76] Another part of the California Penal Code 
utilized by the Los Angeles Police Department was the so-
called vagrancy laws which declared that "every person who 
roams about from place to place without any lawful business is 
a vagrant and is punishable by a fine not exceeding five 
hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the county jail not 
exceeding six months," or both. [77] An additional section of the 
Penal Code made criminals out of those who helped migrants get 
into California; "Every person [...] bringing into or assisting in 
bringing into the State of California any indigent person as 
described in this act, who is not a resident of the State of 
California, knowing him to be an indigent person, shall be guilty of 
a misdemeanor."[78] 
 
The Los Angeles Police Department Annual Report for the year 
1935-1936[79] detailed the causes for action, the plan of action, 
the results of action, and recommendations for state action 
regarding the migrant problem. According to the Los Angeles 
Police Department's Annual Report for 1935-1936, the so-called 
"migrant problem" was explained by reporting the winter increase 
in crime and by presenting the criminal records of migrants.[80] 
One of the causes for action by the LAPD was the seasonal winter 
increase in crime - by approximately twenty percent in Los 
Angeles - which was attributed to the transient migrants. In a chart 
showing the seasonal trend of specified crimes and the total of all 
crimes in Los Angles from July 1933 to January 1936, there are 
high peaks in crime during the winter months.[81] Chief Davis 
claimed that these seasonal trends are a result of the migration of 
'transients' to Los Angeles as a winter holiday resort, and claimed 
that one reason why migrants came to California was because it 
was better to starve in warm weather than to starve in the cold.[82] 
The crimes specified on the chart, attributed mostly to the 
migrants, were burglary, robbery, and auto theft. The numbers in 
correlation to the chart show that about thirty percent more crime 

 



 

happened in the winter months.[83] 
 
The LAPD Annual Report contained a number of exhibits showing 
the need for the border patrol by relating the mass migration to 
increases in crime rates. In one of the exhibits (Exhibit V), 
showing "Persons Arrested by Los Angeles Police Department who 
were Sentenced to State Prison,"[84] from the fiscal years of 1930-
31 to 1934-35, shows that of the crimes robbery, theft, and 
burglary, about one third of the crimes were committed by 
nonresidents who had been in Los Angeles County for less than 
one year.[85] Comparing the data from Exhibit V to that of Exhibit 
V-A - showed the number of crimes in relation to the number of 
criminals who had been in the State of California for less than one 
year - reveals that most of those who had been in Los Angeles less 
than one year also had been in the State less than one year, 
meaning that the increase in crime among nonresidents could be 
attributed to the Okies. A check of the "vagrants" already in Los 
Angeles revealed that nearly half of them had criminal records.[86] 
Exhibit III in the Annual Report, 1935-1936 shows the numbers of 
"transients" with previous records as determined through 
fingerprints analyzed by both the State and Federal government. 
The exhibit showed that 603 of 1270 individuals had previous 
records, nearly one quarter of those being felonies.[87] Additional 
reasons for the Bum Blockade stemmed from the fact that many of 
those arrested on charges of vagrancy and similar crimes were not 
residents of California and had not been in the State for more than 
a year. 
 
The Annual Report examined a preliminary check at Colton and 
Victorville from December 20, 1935, 8a.m. to December 22, 1935, 
8 p.m., and showed that over five hundred individuals, termed 
"indigent alien transients," entered California on trains.[88] With 
hundreds of nonresidents entering the state on rails in just sixty 
hours, the cause for alarm intensified. This railroad check was 
confirmation for Chief Davis that the border patrol and deportation 

 



 

of migrants from Southern California was imperative for the 
maintenance of Los Angeles' imagined community. 
 
In the Exhibit showing "Foreign Transient Activities," the Annual 
Report shows how 'transients' entered the state, and where they 
went from there. Most migrants attempted entry on the highways 
in both the Northern and Southern Areas. The popular entry route 
in the Central area was by railroad. The chart depicted the 
activities of officers and migrants on April 17, 1936, and shows 
that all that were found entering on both railroad and highway 
were sent back to the borders,many more migrants left the state 
voluntarily. The number of 'transients' picked up locally by the 
L.A. Police Department and deported out of State numbered 1194 
for that day.[89] 
 
The closure of the Federal Transient Camps in October 1935 was 
perhaps the most significant event in spurring the action of the 
border patrol because California had the most transient camps of 
all participating states.[90] The Federal Transient Camps, operated 
by the Federal Transient Program in the early 1930s, were intended 
as a way to help the many homeless. Its goal was "to encourage 
states to explore the possibility of transient camps - the cost of 
which would be totally reimbursed by the [federal] program."[91] 
Not surprisingly, California was responsible for the care of a very 
large number of these migrants,[92] and when the Federal 
Transient Camps were closed, California was left to deal with the 
migrants who were no longer being cared for by the government. 
As displayed in Exhibit I of the annual report, the total individuals 
under welfare care in Federal Transient Camps throughout 1934 
showed that California was responsible for the care of a significant 
number of migrants.[93] When the Federal Transient Camps were 
closed, California was left to deal with the migrants who were no 
longer being cared for by the federal government. California, on 
average, was host to 1/7 of America's homeless population by the 
middle of the depression![94] 

 



 

 
In order to garner support for the Los Angeles Police Department's 
activities at the state borders and in the city, LAPD Chief Davis 
used the Los Angeles Times as his main source of communication 
to the citizens of Los Angeles about the Bum Blockade.[95] 
Support for the blockade was drummed up by reports of success in 
lowering crime, increasing employment among residents, and 
decreasing state relief aid to migrants. Times reports characterized 
the migrants as disease-carrying ne'er-do-wells, criminal Bolshevik 
bums, "won't workers," "two-legged locusts," and unpatriotic 
undesirables.[96] The most common statistic cited by the press 
during the Bum Blockade was the relation of the number of 
transients to the crime rate. Davis reported a 25 percent drop in 
crime in Los Angeles after ten days of the Blockade.[97] The 
LAPD's fingerprinting campaign "disclosed that 75 percent of 
those checked had been previously arrested in other jurisdictions 
and many were ex-convicts having served terms in other 
States."[98] Juvenile delinquency also increased in the Los 
Angeles area as a result of the influx of migrants, and it was 
claimed that "59.2 percent of the juvenile delinquency problem 
[originated] among children coming from other States and largely 
transients."[99] Early fingerprinting operations also revealed that 
of 1116 transients arrested for vagrancy and begging, 246 had 
previous felony arrests and 224 had previous misdemeanor 
arrests.[100] 
 
The issue of State relief played a strong role in stimulating support 
for the Bum Blockade. Davis stated that "financial loss to Southern 
California from this class of immigration is conservatively 
estimated at $1,500,000," and the expense was reported as almost 
four times as much to the State.[101] Davis also reiterated that "to 
obtain government work one must have been a resident in the State 
for at least a year and it can readily be seen that the hordes of 
indigents are not coming to California for work. They are coming 
with the idea of getting on relief rolls, begging, or stealing."[102] 

 



 

Davis also pointed out "the fact that one-seventh of all transients of 
the nation are on relief in California," meant that California was 
doing more than its share in taking care of nonresidents.[103] 
Citing the successes of the blockade in the mill and lumber 
companies of Lassen and Plumas counties, Sergeant Starkey, an 
LAPD Border Patrol Officer, declared that the "halting of 
transients at the border [...] [allowed] the bulk of those persons 
now unemployed in Lassen and Plumas counties to obtain work 
without competition from outsiders."[104] The Los Angeles 
Chamber of Commerce reported the monthly amount of aid as 
between 4 and 6 million dollars before the introduction of the Bum 
Blockade.[105] A month after the start of the LAPD program, the 
Veteran's Bureau announced the numbers of nonresidents filing for 
aid had dropped significantly.[106] The benefits of the Bum 
Blockade were noticed by more organizations than just the Los 
Angeles police. Other Southern California law enforcement 
agencies similarly reported that local relief agencies had been more 
successful in giving relief to California residents once the blockade 
began.[107] 
 
Davis emphasized the financial burden of the migrants in order to 
draw up official and legal support for his blockade. Councilmen 
who voted on the resolution to keep the migrants out of California 
generally agreed with Chief Davis' concerns about undesirables 
getting on relief roles while California citizens were financially 
hard-pressed and still could not receive state or federal relief. Due 
to the regulations of relief, Californians who owned any equity 
were not eligible to receive state aid.[108] Councilman Tate stated, 
"it doesn't help [Californians'] hunger to go home and look at 
furniture after they have been denied aid," and while these 
residents deserved aid but could not get it, "floaters and 'box car 
tourists' [...] can get on the dole in a minute."[109] 
 
Support for the Bum Blockade came from both political figures 
and legal precedent. Los Angeles Mayor Frank L. Shaw reiterated 

 



 

his approval for the Bum Blockade the day before it was to begin 
across the State.[110] Shaw attacked other States for "not 
[permitting] transients to leave the trains, preferring for their own 
safety that the problem should be dumped in Los Angeles."[111] 
He also criticized the opposition to the Bum Blockade by saying 
that people who did not support it "[were] content to see Los 
Angeles filled with a homeless, indigent array of thousands of 
unemployed recruits from every State in the Union, and 
threatening every security and hope of our own working 
people."[112] Among states that did not initially support the border 
blockade were Arizona and Nevada, which after letting the 
migrants travel through their land to California, "[protested] 
against having them tossed back at them."[113] When Oregon 
officials in Grant's Pass and Roseburg complained that the Bum 
Blockade was a disgrace "unparalleled in the history of our 
country," Los Angeles officials replied "Oregon taxpayers do not 
have to support the army of indigents that treks into California 
each year to live on the generosity of California taxpayers."[114] 
 
The Los Angeles City Attorney "advised the City Council that [the] 
operation of the Border [Patrol] [was] legal,"[115] and Justice 
James Moore Wayne's opinions in the United States Supreme 
Court case of Norris v. City of Boston and Smith v. Turner 
helped the LAPD's argument for the legality of the border 
patrol. "Paupers, vagabonds and fugitives" were declared to 
have no rights of national association, and "the States may 
meet such persons upon their arrival in port and may put them 
under proper restraints. They may prevent them from entering 
their territories, [and] may carry them out or drive them 
off."[116] The imagined community of Los Angeles was thereby 
capable of being protected through legal statutes. The precedent set 
here exemplifies the negative image of the Okie, as well as the 
necessity of preventing these migrants from contaminating 
California. The language used by civic employees and 
newspapermen furthered the imagined community by linking Los 

 



 

Angeles residents in their prejudiced attitude toward the Dust Bowl 
migrants. 
 
Most outcries against the Bum Blockade arose from concerns 
about civil liberties and the rights of American citizens. The 
American Civil Liberties Union criticized the LAPD's actions at 
the border. The Los Angeles ACLU director Ernest Besig 
demanded Federal criminal action against Los Angeles, claiming 
that policies that block interstate migration were unconstitutional 
in regard to the provision for equality of citizenship.[117] He said 
the blockade was "conspiring to take away the civil rights of 
United States citizens," and that the Bum Blockade policies were a 
"violation of the city charter and the state and federal 
constitutions."[118] The ACLU started a legal battle against the 
actions of the Los Angeles Police Department, but the LAPD 
"managed to thwart [this] legal challenge, [...] allegedly by 
intimidating the test-case plaintiff to drop the case."[119] A lawsuit 
filed by California resident John Langon, which was initiated after 
he was prevented from re-entering California after visiting 
Arizona, was similarly dropped due to intimidation by the 
LAPD.[120] The tactics employed by the LAPD to continue its 
border patrol and to quiet legal opposition were helped by 
California Governor Merriam's opinion on the blockade's legality. 
Governor Merriam said of the Los Angeles Police Officers 
patrolling the border that the blockade "is up to them, if they can 
get away with it."[121] The suppression of dissent through 
intimidation, as well as the Los Angeles Times' massive pro-
blockade propaganda, helped to quiet criticism of the border patrol. 
 
Print criticism of the Bum Blockade did not come from the Times, 
but other print media like The Nation, The Los Angeles Herald-
Express, and smaller community newspapers, voiced opposition to 
the actions of the Los Angeles Police Department. In a letter to the 
editor of The Nation, Rose Marie Packard criticized the Los 
Angeles Border Patrol as "a stab to [...] civil liberties."[122] In her 

 



 

letter, Packard detailed her travels to the border cities in Arizona 
during the Bum Blockade and related her disappointment at the 
LAPD's actions. She described how a police officer stopped an 
Oklahoma family who had only ten dollars, and they were "turned 
back [...] facing two hundred miles of desert highway before 
reaching a town of any size where they could expect to get 
aid."[123] Mr. and Mrs. Packard had spoken to migrants at the 
California-Arizona border who claimed that "several persons who, 
trying to pass the border, had been beaten and badly abused."[124] 
In rebuttal to the claims of the Times and other supporters of the 
Bum Blockade, Packard explained that the "policemen at the 
border are drawing pay for full time but are given ten days out of 
the month to go home in police cars to see their families [which] 
shows what a great cost it is to the taxpayer."[125] 
 
The Los Angeles Evening News criticized the border patrol, saying 
that the Bum Blockade "violates every principle that Americans 
hold dear. On the face of it, it is un-American to question the right 
of any citizen to go where he pleases."[126] The article continued, 
"the urge to travel back and forth between the cold Eastern States 
and the sunny warmth of Southern California is not peculiar to 
those who are still rich."[127] Lincoln Steffens, a muckraker 
famous in an earlier era, wrote in his Carmel based paper, Pacific 
Weekly, that the Bum Blockade "is the clearest Nazi and lawless 
act yet perpetrated by law officials in California."[128] Similarly, 
Los Angeles City Councilman Parley Parker Christensen called 
Davis the " Los Angeles edition of Mussolini."[129] 
 
Border states voiced much opposition to the bum blockade, mostly 
because the migrants would be left in their territories. Governor 
Kirman of Nevada asked Governor Merriam of California to stop 
throwing the transients back into Nevada. [130] Arizona Attorney 
General Sullivan similarly feared that the bum blockade would 
result in the transients making Arizona their new place of 
residence, so he questioned the legality of the border patrol.[131] 

 



 

Animosities between Arizona and California were at their height 
during the Bum Blockade. Governor Merriam of California even 
claimed "there are stations in Arizona where chambers of 
commerce furnish gasoline to itinerants to help them along to 
California."[132] Arizona, which had been "gently shooing" and 
aiding indigents westward into California for years, "rose in wrath 
[...] and threatened to call out the State's National Guard troops 
because Los Angeles, with its police blockade, [had] started the 
tide of jobless roamers back toward the East."[133] Oregon's 
southern cities also criticized the Bum Blockade in letters to the 
Los Angeles City Council, saying that the Bum Blockade was 
"unparalleled in the history of our country," and that the policy of 
the Los Angeles Police Department "holds us up to the scorn of 
foreign nations."[134] 
 
After a few weeks of the blockade, however, the border states 
changed their opinions regarding the Los Angeles border patrol. In 
a letter to Chief Davis, Yuma, Arizona Chief of Police Isaac 
Polhamus wrote that contrary to Arizona's expectations, the crime 
rates decreased in their border counties, and the transients 
continued eastward out of Arizona.[135] Bailie, the head of the 
Automotive Club in Arizona, agreed that the majority of itinerants 
left Arizona as a result of the border patrol. He confessed that "at 
first it was believed here that cities and towns in this State would 
suffer because of [the Bum Blockade]," but eventually commended 
Chief Davis on his plan for keeping undesirables out.[136] 
 
Many Southern California social and political groups protested the 
action of Chief Davis and the Bum Blockade by passing 
resolutions demanding that the city council declare the border 
patrol unconstitutional. Groups such as the Modern Pioneers of 
America and the Epic Democratic Club stated that it was "evident 
that this act was instigated by the Los Angeles Chamber of 
Commerce for its own selfish interest at the expense of human 
misery."[137] The Modern Pioneers of America, a social group in 

 



 

Southern California, vigorously protested the campaign of Chief 
Davis to prevent the penniless from entering the state. In a 
resolution passed by the club, which was sent to the City Council, 
the Modern Pioneers argued that "James E. Davis [...] has taken an 
oath to uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States," 
but that the Bum Blockade was "an open violation of Article 
XIV Section I of the United States Constitution."[138] The 
group urged the Mayor and the City Council to "stop this outrage 
and exert all influence within their power to have the vagrancy law 
declared unconstitutional."[139] The Modern Pioneers of America 
were met with the dismal reply that "neither the Police 
Commission nor the Police Department have right to repeal any 
law of the State, and further, that the Attorney reports that the 
operation of the Border Patrol is legal."[140] 
 
Political groups in the Los Angeles area also protested the Bum 
Blockade in letters to the City Council. The Cheremoya Epic 
Democratic Club, a Los Angeles based political group, urged the 
City Council to "make every effort to halt this high-handed 
infringement on the constitutional rights of American 
citizens."[141] Similarly, the Liberal Democratic Club in Los 
Angeles condemned "the action taken by Chief Davis at such 
measures," which attempted "to stifle freedom, and nullify the Bill 
of Rights of the Constitution of the United States of 
America."[142] This club also reiterated the fact that the State 
Senate had previously voted down the anti-Okie law which was 
designed to bar dependent migrants from the state, and urged that 
"the police [come] back to this city where they belong, and if 
possible, protect our women from continual attacks by degenerates, 
thereby performing a greater civic duty."[143] 
 
In a very long and sardonic express telegram from R.R. Colby, a 
Los Angeles based lawyer, the actions of Chief Davis and Los 
Angeles were scornfully protested. Colby threatened the City of 
Los Angeles that he and several hundred others, including the 

 



 

Chicago Cubs, were aboard a train and ready to test their luck in 
passing the state border.[144] Colby's sarcastic and entertaining 
telegram asks Chief Davis and the City Council exactly who 
among the group would be allowed into California: "I think W. C. 
Durant, the former founder and president of General Motors 
Corporation, is not on this train. (You know he just had the 
misfortune to become bankrupt.) If he is among us, will you let 
him in? [...] Will you let in John Doe who has also just become 
bankrupt but who was never president of General Motors?"[145] 
R.R. Colby also takes a stab at the fingerprinting campaign of the 
LAPD, and solicited that "some one, or more, may have had legal 
trouble, or at least been accused of something and been 
fingerprinted, or may even have been convicted and paid his debt 
to the State or been pardoned by the President or by a Governor," 
and asked if they would be let in.[146] More seriously, Colby 
asked what section of the State or Federal Constitution gave 
Chief Davis "the right to be Judge, Jury and Dictator [...] for 
the whole county, and all of the counties bordering upon other 
states."[147] Colby inquired as to what gave Chief Davis 
"authority to not only stop immigration, but also to arrest, 
imprison, and kidnap people and transport them forcibly and 
against their wills over the lines into other states."[148] R.R. 
Colby's telegram is one of the more vicious attacks on the actions 
of the LAPD. However, the response to his inquiries was probably 
less than fulfilling: the Board of Police Commissioners 
"[suggested] that Mr. Colby be advised of the actions of the Police 
Department which have been merely an attempt to stem the influx 
of the migratory criminal type into the State of California, and that 
persons of the position of Mr. Colby would suffer no 
inconveniences in entering this state."[149] 
 
Criticism against the bum blockade also came from some famous 
migrants. The "Woody and Leftie Lou" radio show on station 
KVFD featured songs of protest prompted by the Los Angeles 
Police Department's actions at the state border. Sparked by 

 



 

thousands of letters from fans of their daily fifteen minute 
broadcast, Woody Guthrie and Maxine Crissman sang, 
 
Thousands of folks back east they say, Leavin' home every day, 
Beatin' a hot and dusty way, To the California line. 
O'er the desert sands they roll, Tryin' to get out of the old dust 
bowl.  
They think they're a-comin' to a sugar bowl, But here's what they 
find: 
The police at the port of entry say: "You're number 14,000 for 
today!" Oh! 
If you ain't got the do-re-mi, folks, If you ain't got the do-re-mi, 
Better hang on in beautiful Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, Georgia, 
Tennessee.[150] 
 
Another popular folksong among Dust Bowlers went, 
 
I'd rather drink muddy water 
Sleep out in a hollow log 
Than be in California 
Treated like a dirty dog.[151] 
 
Guthrie also stated in his memoir, Bound for Glory, that "Los 
Angeles is too big for me. [...] I'm against the law they tell 
me."[152] Although the word was out that California was not a 
welcoming place, migrants still came. 
 
Despite criticism and legal suits, the Bum Blockade continued until 
April of 1936.[153] But the Blockade did not fail because of the 
criticisms or as a result of lawsuits. Chief Davis had to stop the 
Blockade because of its costs, something he had been warned 
about by Florida officials who had attempted a similar blockade a 
few months earlier.[154] Reporting on the result of action at the 
border, the annual report for 1935-1936 claimed that "many 
migratory criminals [were] kept out of the state."[155] In an 

 



 

exhibit of the technical arrests made by the Los Angeles Police 
Department on April 17, 1936, it is shown that 1249 individuals 
were arrested, mostly for vagrancy and railroad fare evasion, at the 
entry points to the State.[156] Most of the arrests made were in the 
Southern Area, consisting of Imperial, Riverside, and San 
Bernardino Counties.[157] Most of those with previous records 
attempted entry to the state in the Central Area, consisting of Inyo, 
Mono, Nevada, and Plumas Counties, however these counties 
experienced the least amount of arrests compared to the Southern 
and Northern Areas.[158] The Exhibit also shows that forty eight 
per cent of individuals fingerprinted had previous records.[159] 
 
Another noted result of the Bum Blockade was the "nation wide 
publicity [that] was secured as a result of the department's action 
which served as a deterrent to the migration of criminal and 
indigents."[160] Also were the estimated millions of dollars saved 
to California taxpayers "in the prevention of the immigration of 
thousands of indigents."[161] Despite saving millions of dollars in 
potential relief aid to nonresidents, the Blockade cost an exorbitant 
amount to implement and enforce. 
 
Noticing the large cost to the city and county of Los Angeles, the 
Police Department's Annual Report recommended many ideas for 
the State to prevent the influx of migrants. It was recommended 
that the State of California take action by using the Department of 
Motor Vehicles, the Board of Equalization, the Agricultural 
Department, the Health Department, the State Relief 
Administration, and by cooperating with authorities of other States. 
The Department of Motor Vehicles was urged to use "check 
stations at points of ingress on highways," to prevent undesirables 
from entering the state. The Board of Equalization was encouraged 
to check caravans for indigents while collecting taxes from cars 
entering the state. The Agricultural Department was told to use 
Plant Quarantine stations to check people as well as agricultural 
coming into the state. While the city and county of Los Angeles 

 



 

could no longer afford the border patrol, the LAPD and Angelenos 
still desired to keep undesirables from the state and made the 
aforementioned suggestions as an attempt to maintain the imagined 
community. However, more than finances prevented the bum 
blockade from recurring on a state government level. 
 
The legal issues that were brought to light during the early months 
of 1936 and California's continued exclusion of undesirable 
migrants throughout the 1930s did result in a Supreme Court case, 
Edwards v. California (1941), in which it was declared that the 
"anti-Okie" law which made it a misdemeanor to bring any 
indigent nonresidents to the State was unconstitutional based 
on the Commerce Clause. The use of the Fourteenth Amendment 
as reason to deem the anti-migrant laws of California 
unconstitutional makes ties between race and class as motivators 
for States to deny rights to particular individuals. The Fourteenth 
Amendment was made to ensure the equal citizenship rights of 
those born in the United States, regardless of race. However, in Los 
Angeles during the Great Depression, class was racialized in order 
to ban undesirables from California's borders. The possession of 
material wealth became reason to grant or deny access to the State, 
which had in previous generations only sought wealthy travelers to 
boost industry and enterprise. The denial of rights of national 
citizenship based on economic status can be tied to the denial 
of rights to those who are of different creed or race in earlier 
parts of American History. 
 
The Bum Blockade revealed the desire of Los Angeles authorities 
to preserve the image of Southern California as a place for affluent 
people, both for settlement and tourism. A fear based on class, but 
given a strange twist by the state's racist history, allowed the 
Blockade to surface at least for a short while as one of Los 
Angeles' responses to the Great Depression. Angelenos' desire to 
remain demographically homogenous led to a racialization of class 
and resulted in a campaign against those deemed culturally and 

 



 

economically deficient. The idea that those encroaching westward 
on Los Angeles were unfit for California, based on economic 
disparities, suggests that while the frontier was no longer a 
defining characteristic in American life, Turner's conflict between 
the savage and the civilized remained. 
© Chapman 
**************************************************** 
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Cities Crack Down on Wal-Mart Campers 
 
By Maria Gaura 
This story originally appeared in the San Francisco Chronicle 
 
NAPA, Ca. - (July, 2004) - The parking lot surrounding the Napa 
Wal-Mart store is hot and windy, but after a long trek from Kansas 
City, it looks like home to the Jandle family.  Full-time RVers who 
live on the road with their two young children, traveling 
salespeople Kim and Robert Jandle frequently park their well- 
appointed, 34-foot trailer overnight next to a Wal-Mart store. 
 
"We have stayed at many a Wal-Mart over the past year," said Kim 
Jandle, 34, who explained that the family returns to its house in 
Atlanta to do things like swap winter for summer clothes. "It's 
clean and safe, and there's usually one within a mile of the 
interstate." 
 
They're seldom alone. Not just full-time road wanderers but 
vacationers, workers with killer commutes and even homeless 
people park for a day or two -- or longer -- outside the sprawling 
stores.  In the Bay Area, however, where Wal-Mart's very presence 
has proved controversial, the welcome mat outside some stores is 
being rolled up.  
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For years, Wal-Mart has allowed travelers to park overnight, or 
even for a couple of days, outside stores for free. It's an unwritten 
policy that used to be passed just by word of mouth and now is 
spread on the Internet, too.  "We consider it a courtesy to our 
customers," Wal-Mart Stores Inc. spokeswoman Sharon Weber 
said. "We think of our stores as a home away from home, and we 
try and welcome people when we can."    
 
The welcoming attitude of the company, which has almost 3,000 
locations nationwide, has been a boon to travelers of all stripes, 
from traveling salespeople like the Jandles, who sell RV cleaning 
supplies, to the seasonal flocks of Florida-bound snowbirds.  
 
But in pricey California, with its soaring housing costs, the 
homeless, working poor and even middle-class workers are sharing 
the Wal-Mart lots with footloose retirees and vacationing families.  
 
As worries about long-term encampments mount, more and more 
cities are forcing Wal-Mart to limit or prohibit overnight stays. 
Information technology specialist James Hirtzel, 32, parks his 
compact camper in a far corner of the Milpitas Wal-Mart lot 
several times a week. He used to sleep outside the Mountain View 
store but was recently asked to stop parking there.   
 
"It was only five minutes from my job, but one morning I woke up 
and found a nice, congenial note on my windshield saying, 'Please 
don't park overnight,' " Hirtzel said. "So I left and started coming 
here."  
 
Hirtzel isn't homeless. He and his wife own a house in Sacramento, 
and their combined incomes add up to six figures. But the couple 
have three children, and even with two salaries, they say they can't 
afford to live closer to the Mountain View pharmaceutical firm 
where Hirtzel works.  So he outfitted a used camper with satellite 

 



 

TV and a Playstation 2, and spends most weeknights away from 
his family. "It's not ideal," he said. "But like a lot of people here, 
I'm trying to make ends meet."  
 
New Mexico retirees Valhalla and Clarence Depillo hit the road in 
their artistically renovated school-bus camper this summer and 
have stayed in Wal-Mart lots throughout the Southwest. They had 
not encountered any restrictions in staying overnight until they got 
to California.  "California is a profitable state, and the feeling is 
that you should have to pay for everything," said Valhalla, who 
creates costumes for actors at Renaissance Faires. "It is kind of 
stupid to ban overnight camping. I'm sure the merchants do profit 
from it."  
 
In fact, the campers who stay at Wal-Mart tend to be intensely 
loyal to the company, buying something at every stop and even 
planning their trips around Wal-Mart locations.  
 
A 35-year-old woman named Cory, whose family has lived outside 
the Milpitas Wal-Mart for almost two years since losing their 
home, says store employees have been unfailingly kind to her, 
despite complaints about her battered camper. She reciprocates by 
shopping exclusively at Wal-Mart.  "They see me so much, they 
always ask why I'm not working there," said Cory, who lives with 
her husband and two young children and asked that her last name 
not be used. "The truth is, we have nowhere else to go."  
 
The camping issue has become a sideshow of larger debates 
recently over whether Wal-Mart should be allowed to expand in 
such Bay Area locales as Gilroy and Contra Costa County. The 
company has about 10 stores in the Bay Area. Managers at about 
half the local Wal-Mart stores contacted said camping has been 
banned at their locations. Others said one or two nights would be 
fine, even while warning that police might ask campers to move 
along.  

 



 

 
San Jose bans overnight camping at all retail locations in the city, a 
zoning rule that predated Wal-Mart's arrival in the city, spokesman 
David Vossbrink said.  And Gilroy, which recently approved Wal-
Mart's application to build a 24-hour supercenter, banned camping 
as a condition of approval.  
 
"We had a problem with an encampment developing at the existing 
Wal-Mart store," Gilroy city planner Melissa Durkin said. 
"Garbage was accumulating, and campers were putting out 
permanent-type furniture like picnic tables. At the new site, there 
will be signs stating that overnight stays are illegal."   
 
Those in the RV community warn campers that bad behavior will 
eventually force more Wal-Marts to crack down. Lists of Wal-Mart 
camping etiquette posted online urge people to be inconspicuous, 
clean up the area, check in with the manager and buy something at 
every stop. Campers should not unfurl awnings, put out lawn 
chairs or grills, or take up more space than necessary, the 
guidelines advise.    
 
"When you walk up to my trailer, you can't tell if I'm there," 
Hirtzel said. "That's the way it should be. We don't want to lose 
this."   
 
Rosalinda Jalique, 61, spends many afternoons listening to the 
radio in her small camper while her husband, Vincent, works full 
time in the oil-change shop at the Milpitas Wal-Mart.  Jalique came 
to San Jose from the Philippines 32 years ago and raised her 
children there. But for the past two years, the Jaliques have lived in 
their camper, alternating nights at Wal-Mart with nights at their 
Catholic church and outside the home of her son.   
 
 "I like it here. It's nice, it's safe, and the security people are very 
nice," she said. "I go to the bookstore, I listen to music and read 

 



 

recipe books. I have a stove here, and I like to cook.  And I always 
shop at Wal-Mart," Jalique laughed. "I get a 10 percent discount." 
Copyright 2004 SFChronicle 
 
COMMENTS 
written by liz , October 15, 2012 
I just spent the night. In my RV in the Walmart lot in Industry, CA. 
I got permission from the manager, who said I. was. wecolme to 
stay. Later security told me I.had to leave...so Iwent back inside to 
talk to the manager...still the manager said. I was welcome to stay. 
Later the security guard called the sherriff. The. sherriff came by 
and I.told him Ihad permission from the manager to stay. I went in 
again to talk to the manager with the. sherriff and the manager told 
the sherriff that I could rv overnight in the parking lot. I wonder if 
many of the Walmarts on the 'no overnight list' are there because of 
the cranky security guards. Bottom line ...you can stay at. Walmart 
if the manager says you can. Thank you Walmart in Industry, CA!    
* 
 Keep the parking lots open! 
written by Neale Haugen , July 30, 2012 
I'm not poor, and I'm not generally a big fan of walmart, but I do 
like to save money when and where I can. I rather like the idea of 
putting those enormous parking fields to some use at night. For 
that matter why not charge like a dollar a night and then regulate 
who can stay and for how long? I'd personally like to use 
something like this to make a road trip across the country. It would 
save nearly $60 every night, which is a big deal. Extrapolate that to 
a 3 month trip and you've got $1800 more that you can spend on 
touristy stuff rather than just a hotel. As far as abuse of this goes, 
there are people in the world willing to misuse/abuse pretty much 
any and every good thing. Does that mean we should do away with 
all the nice things in life? There's a reason we have police and 
such.  
 * 
written by Rick Gastiger , December 29, 2011 

 



 

I think,that the Campers have no right to be camping at Wal-Mart 
begin with,what about other tourist have to pay for a Hotel,or 
Condo or even other campground,while they get to live in luxury 
and also one thing,I pay my Taxes and also pay my Rent,It is unfair 
for those people to live for free,last time  a child predator was 
camping in the parking lot with a younger girl in his Van,and no 
one didn"t know that wasn"t a Father and a Daughter,no wonder 
they won"t camp in the Campground,they don"t want to 
reconised,they could have been wanted by some state and get away 
with it.I say make it Illegal to park at Wal-Mart and let the States 
make some money from these cheapstakes.Get a life Wal-Mart.  
sad but true 
* 
written by Maria , May 02, 2011 
The working poor are definitely the last to see any part of the 
economic recovery. I'm not huge fan of WalMart, but they do know 
who their customers are, and I appreciate things like the free 
camping that takes the low-income folks into consideration.  
* 
written by Davina G. , May 02, 2011 
The finances of Wal-Mart customers have been pushed to the 
breaking point by the recession, and company CEO Mike Duke is 
prepared to take action. Increasing gas prices, increasing rents, and 
sagging wages and the increased cost of commodities have one 
customer after another “running out of cash,” according to Duke. 
Frankly, Wal-Mart is worried.  
***************************************************** 
 
                       SANTA CRUZ  
 
                    http://www.huffsantacruz.org/issues.html    
 
The Issues We Deal With Civil Rights for homeless people!!! We 
demand:  a safe and legal place for all residents of Santa Cruz to 
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sleep.  An end to police harassment of homeless people based on 
status and not conduct.  That downtown be a resource for all 
citizens, not just privileged yuppies and the merchants who serve 
them. 
 
With the advent of the redeveloped Pacific Mall, each passing year 
sees greater privatization of the public sidewalk space. Entire 
sections of sidewalk and kiosks are cordoned off for the exclusive 
leased use of restaurants. Bench space is slowly eroded due to 
merchant complaints. Planters are removed or made unusable. City 
codes actually go so far as giving merchants veto power over 
certain activities in front of their establishments. A "move along" 
code makes sure you can't stay in one public place for more than 
an hour. Entire blocks of sidewalk (Cathcart to Locust) cannot be 
used in practice for many free speech purposes because they are 
less than or close to the new fourteen foot (sitting, panhandling) 
and ten foot exclusion zones (non-commercial display). 
 
Responding to merchant and Council demands, SCPD and the 
Downtown "Hosts" have been energetically enforcing the new 
Downtown Ordinances. Citations are up about 100% from 2001, 
according to Dan White of the Sentinel. There are signs of 
selective enforcement - homeless or poor will be cited for 
something while tourists a few feet away doing the same thing will 
be ignored. The net effect of this blizzard of citations has been an 
unbearable burden to those who can least afford it. Police Chief 
Belcher has said in briefings that these efforts are "appreciated" 
and in an interview that "no one has gotten a citation who didn't 
deserve it." We don't think so! HUFF calls for an end to the 
economic and racial cleansing of Pacific Avenue. 
 
Legalize Sleep!!! End The Sleeping/Blanket Ban: This is a cruel 
and inhuman law designed to drive homeless people out of our 
city. A homeless mother and child cannot cover up with a blanket 
between 11 p.m. and 8:30 a.m. without fear of arrest, no matter 

 



 

how cold and wet it gets. 
 
End The Camping Ban:  Between 1500 and 2000 residents of this 
city are forced to camp in parks and greenbelt areas, constantly 
subject to harassment, arrest and seizure of possessions by police, 
physical assault by vigilantes, and simple criminal mischief.  
Vehicularly housed residents are subject to similar harassment, no 
matter how responsibly they conduct themselves. They never know 
when their vehicle will be ticketed, towed, or they'll wake up at 3 
a.m. to the sound of police pounding at their door, demanding to 
know if they're inside. 
 
Safe and Legal Campsites:  Creating a safe and legal place for 
vehicularly housed and folk outdoors will reduce the impact on 
local neighborhoods from people forced to park and sleep 
wherever they can. 
HOMELESS UNITED FOR FRIENDSHIP AND FREEDOM ·  E. 
info@huffsantacruz.org · Ph. 831-423-HUFF · F. 831-429-8529  
                  
http://www.indybay.org/newsitems/2011/06/10/18681516.php 
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http://articles.sfgate.com/1997-09-11/news/28573618_1   
Life among the vehicularly challenged 
September 11, 1997|By ROB MORSE 
 
Coming soon to your neighborhood, maybe: "A vehicularly housed 
community." 
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No, that doesn't refer to what the Bay Bridge has become since 
BART went on strike. That's the politically correct jargon for 
homeless people living in their cars, vans and motor homes.  On 
Wednesday San Francisco police towed and evicted dozens of 
vehicular homes encamped near Mission Bay, not far from where 
the new Giants community will be built.  Advocates for the 
homeless say they've been working with the mayor's office to find 
a place to park the vehicularly housed community, and give them 
toilets, showers and health care.  Maybe the vehicularly housed 
community will be parked out there in the dirt lots near 
Candlestick where they'll be treated to tailgates every week or so.  
Maybe they'll be vehicularly housed on your street. Don't think of 
it as losing parking. Think of it as gaining neighbors.  I got to 
thinking. I could save a lot of money by selling my house, moving 
into my car and parking it in a vehicular housing development. 
Free housing and free parking, think of it.  Why should we open 
our lots to the nation's automotive homeless, and not give some 
spaces to our own mortgage-challenged middle classes? We're 
already vehicularly housed in traffic five hours a day anyway. 
                                                                                                                  
©  SF Chronicle  
***************************************************** 
 
MISSING LINK!!!!!!!  
                  Mayor's vision of vehicle village 
                       September 11, 1997|By Rachel Gordon,  
                             OF THE EXAMINER STAFF 
                                            
SAN FRANCISCO -- Mayor Brown's administration may create a 
"vehicularly housed community" for homeless people where they 
could live in their cars, vans and trailers legally.  Terry Hill, the 
mayor's homeless coordinator, said Wednesday the proposed 
refuge was still in the conceptual stage, although architects had 

 



 

been retained to see whether a feasible site was available.  Hill said 
three parcels were being eyed, but declined to name them for fear 
that once word got out the project would be sabotaged by 
neighbors. He promised, however, that the sanctioned 
encampment "would be removed from a lot of activity and 
certainly not in a residential community."  The likely area, 
sources said, are in the Potrero Hill and Bayview-Hunters Point 
areas that are dotted with vacant industrial land.  Sleeping 
overnight in vehicles is against the law in San Francisco. The new 
proposal, as it now stands, would allow people to live in their 
vehicles in the car camp for a set period of time without the threat 
of a police tow. Such amenities as showers, bathrooms and laundry 
facilities would be provided, and outreach workers would be on 
hand to work with the dwellers.  "It would allow people to remain 
relatively stable in one place so access by social workers and 
health care workers would be easier,"   Hill said, adding that the 
goal was to get people stabilized and into housing.  Now, he 
said, treatment for addiction, mental health illness and medical 
problems often gets disrupted when the homeless clients are forced 
to move on and the outreach workers lose track of them.  Hill said 
individuals would be allowed to stay at the proposed 
encampment temporarily. The time restriction has not been 
determined. He said the minimum number of people to be served at 
one time would be 50.  Brown got into hot water early in his term 
when word leaked out that he had asked his recreation and parks 
director to look into the possibility of setting up campsites in the 
parks. The plan went nowhere fast when critics, charging that the 
parks would turn into city-sanctioned camps for the homeless, 
quickly raised a stink.  Under this plan, tents would not be allowed.   
 
The mayor's office has been formulating the "vehicularly housed 
community" plan with the Department of Public Health and the 
Coalition on Homelessness.  City officials and homeless advocates 
estimate the number of people in San Francisco who live in their 
vehicles at 300 to 500.  Wednesday, police cracked down on a 

 



 

ragtag encampment set up along Fourth Street near Mission Bay, 
towing vehicles that had such violations as expired registrations, 
missing license plates, the accumulation of five or more tickets and 
parking beyond the 72-hour limit.   "I'm getting kicked out of here, 
and I don't know where I'll go. I might just end up on the street, or 
in someone's doorway," said Brad Towle, who has lived in a one-
bed trailer parked on Fourth Street for the past year.   
 
Sparking the enforcement operation were numerous complaints 
from workers in nearby businesses who said they were harassed 
and accosted by some of the area's denizens, said Police Chief Fred 
Lau.  Hill, the mayor's homelessness aide, who had been meeting 
with police officials, said he had hoped the bust would have been 
postponed until the city-approved encampment was set up.  But 
Lau said the number of people living illegally in their vehicles was 
growing, and the "situation was getting much worse." Police 
identified about 50 vehicles parked illegally.  Lau said his officers 
had handled the cleanup differently than in the past, however, by 
giving the squatters ample warning that their cars would be 
towed, and by educating people on ways to comply with the law, 
such as moving the vehicles frequently, registering them and 
keeping the area clean.  Police crackdowns on people sleeping 
overnight in their vehicles is nothing new in San Francisco.  
Former Mayor Art Agnos - pressured by neighbors - took a tough 
stance against people living in their cars along the Panhandle. 
During his tenure, in 1990, a state appeals court upheld San 
Francisco's 25-year-old law that prohibits people from sleeping 
in vehicles on city streets overnight.  Judy Appel, an attorney 
with the Coalition on Homelessness, said while police might have 
the legal authority to move in, the practice violated human rights.  
"It's incredibly mean-spirited to tow someone's home," she said.  
                                                                                                                              
© SF Examiner   
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NEEDS LINK!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 



 

          S.F. Seeks Parking for Homeless' 'Homes' 
 
Shelter: Officials weigh campsite for 'vehicularly housed residents' 
to deal with persistent problem. 
 
September 27, 1997  |MARY CURTIUS |  
NY TIMES STAFF WRITER 
 
SAN FRANCISCO - Guinea Apollos, in the polite terms of San 
Francisco's homeless advocates, is a "vehicularly housed resident." 
In the less polite terms of the police, she is someone living illegally 
in a car on city streets.   To be precise, in Apollos' case, the vehicle 
is a 1964 school bus purchased three years ago when her monthly 
disability check could no longer cover the rent on her small San 
Francisco apartment.  Apollos has painted her bus flat black and 
shares it with a large, lazy cat named Sydney. She has equipped it 
with a built-in stove, sink and spice rack, and brightened it with 
family photographs, potted plants, crocheted afghans and window 
curtains.  "I have turned a sow's ear into a silk purse," says the 
former clerical worker. Although she is as poor as many of the 
thousands of homeless living on San Francisco's streets, Apollos 
believes her bus sets her apart.  "I am not homeless," the wiry, 50-
year-old says firmly. "My home is homeless."  Recognizing the 
distinction, San Francisco officials are considering a proposal that 
would stop the grim game of cat and mouse that Apollos and an 
estimated 500 others like her are playing with police day in and 
day out.    At the urging of car dwellers and homeless advocates, 
the city is scouting for municipal sites to build campgrounds for 
them in the port area south of the downtown financial district.  The 
port area is being considered, city officials say, because hundreds 
of car dwellers already park there and it is too far from 
residential neighborhoods to raise the hackles of homeowner 
groups.  Point man for the project is Terrence Hill, Mayor Willie 
Brown's coordinator on homelessness. Hill says this city is the first 

 



 

in the nation to even think of legitimizing living in cars.   
 
Indeed, Harold Adams, executive director of the Los Angeles 
Homeless Services Authority, expressed amazement when told of 
the proposal. "You usually try to get people into housing, not keep 
them in their cars," he said.  Hill concedes that other cities might 
think building a campsite for the dispossessed on city property is 
wacky. But San Franciscans, he says, have never been afraid to 
experiment. "This city has never been concerned with how other 
cities or states perceive us," said Hill, who has spent much of his 
career dealing with the homeless. "And to San Francisco's credit, a 
lot of innovative ideas have started here."  Laws now on the books 
in San Francisco say it is illegal to sleep in vehicles on city streets 
between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. But typically, police move people or 
tow the cars only after businesses or residents complain.  The 
proposal for what would be a vehicularly housed residents 
community is the brainchild of the Vehicularly Housed Residents 
Assn.--a "neighborhood association without the neighborhood," in 
the words of Judy Appel, a lawyer for the Coalition on 
Homelessness, an advocacy group.  Hill says he hopes to begin 
with one 50-space lot. He estimates that building the facility would 
cost at least $100,000, which could come from the city and 
foundation grants.  The site would feature showers, bathrooms, 
laundry facilities, a community room, and social and health 
services for car dwellers. It would be run by the tenants and 
function as a nonprofit corporation. Once the city installs facilities, 
the tenants would be responsible for maintaining the property, 
establishing and enforcing rules and providing security.  Tenants 
would pay nominal rent--a percentage of whatever income they 
might have--which would go toward maintenance costs.  "The 
whole point is to create a space where people who live in their cars 
can be relatively stable for a period of time so that they can 
connect with social workers, health care workers and housing 
advocates who will help them make the transition into permanent 
housing," Hill said.  Most tenants would stay for a short period, but 

 



 

a core group could be there permanently, Apollos said.   
 
Brown has yet to speak publicly about the plan, and his office 
refers all questions to Hill, who says the mayor has given him 
"marching orders to see how realistic this really is."  Last year, 
Brown drew scathing criticism when he proposed building camps 
for the homeless in Golden Gate Park, where dozens of people now 
sleep under trees and bushes every night. That plan was quickly 
dropped.  But the homeless remain a political problem for Brown, 
who vowed in his mayoral campaign to deal with the estimated 
5,000 to 10,000 believed to be homeless.  As soon as he took 
office, Brown dismantled outgoing Mayor Frank Jordan's Matrix 
program, which aimed at making San Francisco less friendly to the 
homeless by issuing thousands of tickets for such offenses as 
public urination and sleeping in parks. Homeless advocates say 
police continue to issue such tickets, however. 
                                                                                                              
© New York Times 
***************************************************** 
 
http://hpn.asu.edu/archives/Feb98/0160.html 
         SF May Allow Homeless to Live in Cars  
                        San Francisco Chronicle  Feb 12, 1998   
                   
The head of the San Francisco Police Commission agreed last 
night to meet with homeless advocates to consider a proposal 
under which San Francisco would be the first city in the nation to 
allow people to legally live in their vehicles. Commission 
President Pat Norman cautioned that she was acting on her own  
and would not bring the matter back before the panel until she 
meets with officials from the city attorney's office and Police 
Department to determine what laws would have to be waived.  
Norman made her announcement after more than a half dozen 
people who live in their vehicles in China Basin told the 
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commission that since October, police have been aggressively 
towing away their makeshift homes, taking everything they own. 
Norman said the proposal to set up a place where people could 
legally sleep in vehicles has the backing of Terrence Hill, Mayor 
Willie Brown's coordinator on homelessness, and “it's my 
understanding that the mayor does support some plan.” Brown has 
yet to speak publicly about the proposal, and his office has referred 
all questions to Hill, who has said the mayor has given him 
permission to explore the possibility. But the  idea has stalled since 
last fall, when the mayor ordered police to break up homeless 
encampments in Golden Gate Park in response to criticism that his 
administration was not enforcing a law banning overnight camping 
in parks. Norman said she would meet with Judy Appel, an 
attorney for the Coalition on Homelessness, to discuss the stalled 
proposal.                                                     
                                                                                                                                 
© SF Chronicle  
 
 Author’s Note:  this  police attempt to rid Golden Gate Park of the 
homeless was the when, where and why our wedding November 14, 
1997 was stopped. 
***************************************************** 
http://www.poormagazine.org/node/371  
Red Tagged:  
Creation of Vehicularily Housed Bill of Rights 
Posted on 12 June 2001    by Kaponda  
 
Vehicularily housed residents stage an art-action-rally to demand 
civil rights and establish a Bill of Rights                                 
 
Vladlen Pogorelov drifts off into the visions of twilight as the 
inscrutability of night cloaks his metallic motor residence. The 
continuous thumps on his window forces him to swerve back into 
the predictability of reality. Like a cub that looks into the eyes of a 

 

http://www.poormagazine.org/node/371


 

raging hyena, Vladlen Pogorelov sees the eyes of a police 
smoldering with anger as he stands with a stick, camouflaged by 
the night, next to his side. Vladlen knows that he will be ordered to 
move his 25-foot motor home to another location because it has 
suddenly become an object of scorn and frequent harassment by 
the San Francisco Police Department and the Department of 
Parking and Traffic.   
 
The dire circumstances into which Vladlen Pogorelov has fallen 
brought him and many other vehicularly housed San Franciscans to 
the steps of City Hall on Wednesday, May 30th, to ask for relief 
from a law that unfairly classifies, punishes and renders them as 
criminals because they have a quilt and padding inside their legally 
owned vehicles. The volley of protests against human and civil 
rights violations at the event, dubbed, "They Towed My House 
Away," by homeless advocates and civil rights attorneys has put 
the ball back into the court of the Board of Supervisors and George 
Smith of the Mayor's Office on Homelessness.  I asked Paul 
Boden, director of the The Coalition on Homelessness, who, along 
with POOR Magazine, coordinated the event, to explain how the 
San Francisco Police Department can arbitrarily cite vehicles and 
cause people to lose their housing by having their motor homes 
towed away, which has become, not unlike oxygen, a necessary 
condition for a reasonably healthy life?  "[The Municipal Police 
Codes that regulate parking] were designed to make sure that poor 
people can be legally chased out of communities -- just like its a 
code that the parks are closed, and a code that people cannot stand 
on the sidewalk. These are codes that government created in order 
to chase away and make disappear poverty in our community. We 
are not talking about people who choose to be out there [in their 
vehicles]," stated an enraged Boden with the sting of an agitated 
wasp.  Vladlen Pogorelov, a 31-year old staff writer for PNN who 
immigrated to the United States from Crimea, was evicted from his 
apartment in San Francisco during the latter part of last year. He 
bought a motor home in which he had hoped to eat and sleep as 

 



 

well as survive. Vladlen resided at China Basin, and, according to 
him, became the target of an aggressive harassment campaign that 
included citations, illegal tows and seizures of vehicles without due 
process.   
 
Adam Arms, an attorney with the Civil Rights Division of the 
Coalition on Homelessness, in response to my questions to him 
about statements brought by POOR Magazine, the Coalition on 
Homelessness and victims of vehicles which have been seized by 
city officials, stated that the ongoing policy of The City has been to 
"Criminalize people who sleep in their vehicle.  To tow their cars 
and misuse the laws have been the ongoing policy of The City.  
Also, they have targeted these people for harassment. It has been 
the ongoing policy. However, in the last six months, this policy has 
escalated," stated Arms, as he held a copy of a Vehicularly 
Housed/Towed Person's Bill of Rights, which he stated contained 
language which provides grounds for the city to relent in its 
ongoing policy to criminalize vehicularly housed residents.   The 
San Francisco Police Department and Department of Parking and 
Traffic are authorized by law to issue a citation, which is called 
"red-tag," to any vehicle that, in their opinion, appears abandoned 
or broken down, or is not moving for an extensive amount of time. 
This law has been used to relegate vehicles that are not abandoned 
to obscure areas in remote tow garages, and leave the victims 
marooned in a swirl of desperation.  I attempted to contact the 
director of the Department of Parking and Traffic (DPT), Fred 
Hamdun, to inquire about this aggressive policy which the City has 
adopted. I spoke with Diana Hammond, Public Affairs Director of 
DPT.  I asked Hammond why has The City invested so much 
energy in going after the 300 to 500 motor homes in the entire city 
the owners of which have the misfortunate of doubling up their 
vehicles for transportation and residence?  According to 
Hammond, "The SFPD enforces the codes that regulate signs 
posted around San Francisco for illegally parked vehicles and not 
DPT. But, if a vehicle is abandoned, then under DPT 37(a), we can 

 



 

cite and tow that vehicle [within the limits of the city], stated 
Hammond in reference to vehicles that have been put out of mind 
and out of sight by their owners, like fallen trees in the forest.   
 
As POOR Magazine featured the Po' Poets, who conveyed the 
significance of the event at City Hall through their spoken words, 
on a day when the sun sprinkled its torrid rays liberally, I had an 
opportunity to interact with Vladlen Pogorelov. I asked Vladlen 
what reasons are given him by police for parking when, according 
to Dianna Hammond, citations are supposedly only given to 
vehicles that have been abandoned?  "Most times I find that I am 
red tagged immediately, not too long after I arrive, which 
constitutes a form of harassment, for me. They oftentimes justify 
this by stating that someone called to complain about a vehicle," 
stated Vladlen.   
 
I asked Paul Boden about whether he felt that DPT is justified 
when it follows up on a complaint by a resident about a vehicle in 
the neighborhood?  "I have yet to find a record of the complaints 
that they keep talking about. The fact that these laws are on the 
book and that this enforcement is a priority makes it too damned 
easy for the cops or The City or anyone else to say, `Oh, well we 
got a complaint.' Think about all the times people complaint -- they 
complain about the weather, but you don't see them out there trying 
to change that," concluded Boden in a passion kindled like the 
flare of a match.   I went to Diana Hammond of DPT to ask if she 
could respond to charges by Paul Boden that he has yet to find a 
record of the complaints by citizens.  "I will be happy to provide 
you with a record of complaints," stated Hammond. "We record 
that information in a Complaint Log. Currently, the information is 
logged in by hand and includes driveway and sidewalk complaints 
against the over 454,000 regular vehicles. So, it will require 
extensive copying charges. We are, however, in the process of 
converting it over to automation," concluded Hammond.  Many 
people at the protest also indicated that "a complaint" was the 

 



 

reason they were given for citations issued by the SFPD. I was 
unable to contact anyone at SFPD to respond to the allegation of 
the complaints that Paul Boden suggested were phantom in nature, 
a device not unlike the throw-away gun that has been a part of the 
arsenal of corrupt cops to fritter away human and civil rights of 
poor people across America.  As the protest drew to a conclusion, 
the crowd prepared to hand-deliver a copy of the Vehicularly 
Housed/Towed Person's Bill of Rights to each member of the San 
Francisco Board of Supervisors.  "Vehicularly housed San 
Franciscans have the Constitution of the United States to protect 
them from harassment. The City, however, is not respecting those 
rights. This is the reason why we are taking the entire thing before 
the Board of Supervisors and ask them to implement the last three 
points right away and help people out.” The last three points are: 
 
1) The City shall implement a formal fee waiver procedure for 
indigent lawful owners, possessors, or operators of vehicles whose 
vehicles are towed; 
2) The City shall create a centrally located body at which 
vehicularly housed people can address issues related to payment of 
fees and fines, vehicle tows and recovery, and property retrieval; 
and 
3) The City shall not prevent lawful vehicle owners, possessors, 
or operators from retrieving personal property contained within 
towed vehicles," concluded Adam Arms of the Coalition of 
Homelessness, as he walked into the halls of the seat of 
government of San Francisco, where weak-minded lawmakers 
have traditionally earned a reputation of sucking up corporate hush 
dollars in smoke-filled rooms and repressing the rights of the most 
neediest of humanity. 
 
On Monday, June 4th, representatives of POOR Magazine and the 
Coalition on Homelessness met with George Smith of the Mayor's 
Office on Homeless. According to Lisa-Gray Garcia of POOR 
Magazine and Adam Arms of the Coalition on Homelessness, there 

 



 

was not even a smidgen of effort by George Smith to write a letter 
or do anything else of substance to commit government to sign on 
to providing a remedy to the ongoing policy by San Francisco of 
its harassment of innocent people. George Smith stated in closing 
that, "I will look into it."   
                                                                                                                    
Poor Magazine © 2001 
***************************************************** 
the actual law enacted April 2, 1971:  San Francisco Police 
Code Article 1.1  
Section 97 USE OF VEHICLES FOR HUMAN HABITATION 
PROHIBITED 
No person shall use or occupy or permit the use or occupancy of 
any house car, camper or trailer coach for human habitation, 
including but not limited to sleeping, eating or resting, either single 
or in groups, on any street, park, beach, square, avenue, alley, or 
public way, within the City and County of San Francisco between 
the hours of 10 pm and 6 am.  Penalty is up $1000 fine and/or 6 
months in county jail.  
*****************************************************                      
    San Francisco Homeless Coordinating Board 
                                 minutes (2001 & 2007)   
http://www.sfgov3.org/archive.aspx?dept=240&sub=5870&year=2
007&dtype=5872&file=68273   
Archive Center >> policy_legislation >>San Francisco Local 
Homeless Coordinating Board Policy Committee Meeting 
Minutes >>May 24, 2001 
issue IV.  For discussion and possible action: Discuss what policy, 
if any, the Local Board should adopt in regards to people living in 
poverty (as opposed to the rich, whom you generally leave alone, I 
would imagine) who are vehicularly housed. 
 
A. Policy Recommendations regarding people who are vehicularly 
housed were discussed. 

 

http://www.sfgov3.org/archive.aspx?dept=240&sub=5870&year=2007&dtype=5872&file=68273
http://www.sfgov3.org/archive.aspx?dept=240&sub=5870&year=2007&dtype=5872&file=68273


 

 
1. Walter Brand recommended that part of the vacant parking lot at 
Candlestick Park be used for people who live in their cars to park 
their cars there. He also discussed a catch 22: cars are taken if they 
are parked in a spot for more than 72 hours, and sold at the auction, 
people buy them again (exactly how could they afford to do that 
and what about all their personal belongings in their home?)   
accrue citations and warrants, and the cars are taken again. He 
stated that the Post Office has allowed people to having a mailing 
address if they live in an automobile (please note throughout these 
OFFICIAL meetings, as well as the above article in the SF 
Chronicle that we live in automobiles and cars, not RVs). 
 
2. Jennifer Friedenbach suggested three policy recommendations: 
a. While Candlestick Park is dormant, allow a portion of the 
parking lot to be used for people who are vehicularly housed to 
park their cars.  b. Allow use of vehicle for a mailing address.   
c. The Vehicularly Housed Residential Community has a draft bill 
of rights that can be worked into a policy.  Jennifer Friedenbach 
distributed fliers for a demonstration at City Hall on May 30, 2001 
at 12:00 Noon.  Some of the issues listed on the flier that can be 
included in a Local Board policy are: the right to due process, the 
right to be free from discrimination, the right to have fees waived 
if you can’t afford them, the right to privacy, and the right to eat, 
rest, and sleep in your vehicle.  
 
3. Allison Lum suggested as an option that San Francisco can 
declare a State of Emergency in order to override State law, such as 
in the case of the needle exchange. 
 
4. George Smith recommended that the Policy Committee go to 
Bayview and ask for public input before the proposal is brought to 
the Full Board  (why Bayview?  It is one of the poorest sections of 
town and has the highest concentration of housing projects). 
 

 



 

5. Gail Gilman stated that the Vehicularly Housed Residential 
Association plan summary and bill of rights will be sent out and 
discussed at the next Policy Committee meeting, Thursday, June 
21, 2001, 10AM-12PM at 25 Van Ness Avenue, Room 720.  LS 
Wilson, Coalition on Homelessness, will provide the Local Board 
with the Vehicularly Housed Residential Association plan 
summary and bill of rights. 
***************************************************** 
Archive Center >> policy_legislation >>San Francisco Local 
Homeless Coordinating Board Policy Committee Meeting 
Minutes >>29 May 2001: 
Gail Gilman reported that policy recommendations around people 
who are vehicularly housed were discussed, but no motion was 
made. The item will be heard again at the July 19, 2001 Policy 
Committee meeting. 
***************************************************** 
Archive Center >> policy_legislation >>San Francisco Local 
Homeless Coordinating Board Policy Committee Meeting 
Minutes >>11 June 2001: 
For discussion: Report on discussion of policy regarding people 
who are vehicularly housed. Gail Gilman reported that this item 
will be discussed at the next Policy Committee meeting in 
response to public concerns. 
***************************************************** 
Archive Center >> policy_legislation >>San Francisco Local 
Homeless Coordinating Board Policy Committee Meeting 
Minutes >>21 June 2001: 
For discussion and possible action: Review Vehicularly Housed 
Residential Association plan summary and bill of rights and 
discuss possible policy recommendations. 
A. The Committee discussed the “Vehicularly Housed Residential 
Community Project Concept” and the ”Vehicularly Housed/Towed 
Person’s Bill of Rights.” 
1. The Committee discussed options including supporting a 
concept or policy; supporting a process or demonstration project 

 



 

implementation; supporting components of the Bill of Rights; and 
decriminalization of homelessness in general or specific types of 
criminalization. 
2. The Committee did not adopt a position regarding either 
proposal. 
B. The Committee agreed that further research regarding local and 
state ordinances, as well as other examples of such communities is 
required.  Jennifer Friedenbach stated that she would consult 
Attorney Judy Appel, who is on leave from the Coalition on 
Homelessness, regarding what research has already been 
completed.  The research will be provided to the Local Board prior 
to the next   Policy Committee meeting. 
***************************************************** 
 
SF Local Homeless Coordinating Board - Policy Committee 
SAN FRANCISCO LOCAL HOMELESS COORDINATING 
BOARD 
POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA Thursday, July 
19, 2001 
IV.   For discussion and possible action: Discuss what policy, if 
any, the Local Board should adopt in regards to people living in 
poverty who are vehicularly housed.  
***************************************************** 
Archive Center >> policy_legislation >>San Francisco Local 
Homeless Coordinating Board Policy Committee Meeting 
Minutes >>19 July 2001: 
A. Jennifer Friedenbach suggested that the Local Board should 
consider adoption of the Vehicularly Housed Bill of Rights. 
B. Sam Cobbs moved that this item be tabled until the next 
meeting where it will be the first item on the agenda.  Pat Harrison 
amended the motion to include checking that the document is not 
in violation of any City or State laws. Pat Harrison seconded the 
motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
C. Mara Raider stated that the Bill of Rights is a policy statement 
and that does  in fact come in conflict with current laws. 

 



 

***************************************************** 
Archive Center >> policy_legislation >>San Francisco Local 
Homeless Coordinating Board Policy Committee Meeting 
Minutes >>23 Aug 2001: 
issue II. For discussion and possible action:  
Discuss the Vehicularly Housed/Towed Person’s Bill of Rights. 
A. Item was discussed amongst the Board and members of the 
public. 
1. A motion was made by Jennifer Friedenbach to recommend that 
the Bill of Rights be passed by the full Local Board. Joyce Miller 
seconded the motion. The motion failed with two voting in favor 
and eight voting against. 
B. The Committee discussed considering a general policy 
 statement regarding homeless people who live in their cars being 
discriminated against at the next meeting. 
1. Yvonne Mere will provide the Local Board with further 
information on these issues. 
2. Gene Coleman made a motion that the Committee Chair make a 
communication with Supervisor Daly’s office regarding a Board of 
Supervisors Legislative Analyst request to investigate issues such 
as how residential parking permits are issued, what forms of 
identification are accepted, neighborhood opposition, etc. Specific 
questions for the Legislative Analyst should be developed and sent 
to Supervisor Daly. 
3. Gail Gilman will draft a motion for the Committee to consider at 
next meeting. 
***************************************************** 
Archive Center >> policy_legislation >>San Francisco Local 
Homeless Coordinating Board Policy Committee Meeting 
Minutes >>13 Sept 2001: 
issue  IV.   For discussion and possible action: Discuss the 
Vehicularly Housed/Towed Person’s Bill of Rights. 
A. Gail Gilman introduced a draft resolution regarding people who 
live in their vehicles. (Amended document attached.) 
1. The following changes were made to the document: Check the 

 



 

Continuum of Care reference at the beginning; add a bullet 
stating that the Local Board does not approve of people 
residing in their vehicles, but recognizes that some are forced 
to do so and are therefore entitled to equal protection under 
the law; replace “vehicularly housed individuals” with 
“people/those who reside in their vehicles” ; omit “substantively” 
in bullet #4, and replace “from real property” with “in its impact”; 
add a final bullet stating “The Local Homeless Coordinating 
Board strongly recommends to the Mayor and Board of 
Supervisors that the rights and issues of people who reside in 
their vehicles must be recognized and addressed.” 
 
2. Bob Nelson moved that the amended statement be approved. 
The motion was approved, with George Smith opposing. 
***************************************************** 
Author’s Note:  Five years pass but before the 2nd set of minutes 
from the San Francisco Local Homeless Coordinating Board, I 
would present the following description written by a reporter for 
the Bay Guardian about a mass RV seizure that happened under 
the watch of then-mayor/now-Lt. governor Gavin Newsom, just for 
a bit of the flavor of the experience so that the dry reading of the 
minutes that follow allow the reader to see the hypocrisy    
 
MISSING LINK!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
                           No cars and no cash 
Newsom-era homeless policy includes towing and dumping poor 
people's property 
                              by Rachel Brahinsky 
 
When Mayor Gavin Newsom announced the creation of the 
Bayview Neighborhood Rescue Team in late August, he promised 
a fresh approach to dealing with problems in that neighborhood. 
But Sept. 30, in a move that has left city officials fumbling for an 

 



 

explanation, city workers tore apart a homeless encampment, a 
sweep that appeared to disregard the needs of the human beings 
involved. 
 
That morning a crew of Department of Parking and Traffic 
workers, accompanied by police officers, rolled through an 
encampment of R.V.s parked on an unpaved portion of Wallace 
Avenue in the Bayview District and towed some 12 cars and R.V.s. 
Witnesses said that city officials left warning notices the night 
before but that workers moved in even before the announced 
deadline. 
 
Fifteen to 20 homeless people lived at the site, an isolated cul-de-
sac bordered by overgrown fennel on one side, bay waters to the 
south, and a long, patchwork cement wall to the west. Former 
residents of the R.V.s, many of whom count among the city's 
"chronically homeless" whom Newsom has pledged to help, had 
emptied all of their belongings into massive piles before the tow 
trucks pulled their homes away, giving the place the air of an ad 
hoc dump. 
 
"DPW will be here tomorrow – to get rid of all this crap," Bayview 
police captain Rick Bruce told the Bay Guardian. Bruce expressed 
no concern for the people whose possessions were about to be 
dumped. "The focus is not on these people; it's on the property," he 
told us, and referred to the place as a "toilet" on the KTVU, 
channel 2, evening news that night. 
 
The sweep came after a series of complaints were filed by 
homeowners in the neighborhood, according to city attorney 
spokesperson Matt Dorsey, whose office heads up the rescue effort 
(which includes the DPT). Violations included "illegal dumping, 
abandoned vehicles, and drug activity," Dorsey said.  But there 
were people affected by the sweep, and none of those we spoke to 
knew quite what to do.  Several wandered around the debased 

 



 

encampment, looking lost; a young woman with scabs on her face 
picked through a pile of things she'd rescued from her R.V. 
Meanwhile Cindy Avilez, a 47-year-old with blond hair and an 
eyebrow piercing, told us her story. "We used to live in a house, for 
17 years, until the landlord passed away and it was sold," she told 
us.  Then, she said, her husband started doing odd jobs for Mike 
Garza, a onetime Republican candidate for Congress who owns the 
land behind the cement wall and was cited earlier this year for 
maintaining a flock of sheep on the property. She and her husband 
got an R.V. and a trailer and set up camp.   Now, Avilez said, she 
doesn't know where they'll go. Even though she might have 
benefited from some advice on the matter, there wasn't a social-
welfare worker in sight. 
 
Just days later Newsom held a press conference in his City Hall 
office to announce federal grants just awarded to three local 
agencies that serve the homeless. He talked, as he often does, about 
the city's commitment to helping the chronically homeless 
population. But when we asked about the Bayview sweep, about 
which his office had been alerted five days prior by us and by 
members of the public, he claimed to be out of the loop. "I am just 
now getting the facts," he said. "This was not directed by our 
office." 
 
But who did direct it? Department of Human Services chief Trent 
Rhorer, whose office is supposed to take the lead on housing the 
homeless, also said he knew nothing about the sweep. And Dorsey 
admits there was a lack of coordination among rescue team 
agencies. "We certainly hope to do a better job with coordination 
with homeless services in the future," he told us. 
 
Lost in the shuffle are the former R.V. dwellers who now must find 
somewhere else to stay. They'll be doing so in the brave new world 
of Newsom-Bush homeless policy, where grants are released for 
homeless programs to great fanfare ($4.6 million for San Francisco 

 



 

was announced Oct. 4) while deep cuts are made in the social 
safety net – almost guaranteeing the creation of new homeless 
families. As of Oct. 1, for example, the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development had dramatically cut grants for 
housing subsidies under the Section 8 program. For a family 
renting a three-bedroom house, the feds will offer $380 less a 
month in San Francisco than last year; for a family renting a four-
bedroom, the cut is $405.  For those on the edge of homelessness, 
that's too much.  
                                                                                                           
© Rachel Brahinsky 
***************************************************** 
Archive Center >> San Francisco Local Homeless 
Coordinating Board 
Policy Committee Minutes December 13, 2006 11:30-12:30pm 
1440 Harrison St.  
VI.  New Business - Vehicular Housed Homeless (Author’s Note: 
the addition of the word homeless compared  to previous meetings 
in 2001 ~ this is due to Care not Cash,  the voter-passed 
amendment to a county welfare program passed in November 
2002;  San Francisco definition of homelessness was also altered 
at some point:  federal and state definition states that a ‘car‘ is 
considered homelessness yet San Francisco supplants the word 
‘vehicle‘ over car while keeping the rest of the federal & state 
definition of homelessness) 
 
We discussed whether this was an issue that we wanted to address 
as a committee.  There is already a group that is looking at this 
issue now, according to Scott Walton . Currently it's illegal except 
if you are driving and need to stop to rest.  It was suggested that we 
learn what other cities have done on this issue, and how successful 
they are (this is not to include RV parks). 
***************************************************** 
Archive Center >> policy_legislation >>San Francisco Local 
Homeless Coordinating Board Policy Committee Meeting 

 



 

Minutes >>January 25, 2007 
 III.    National Report on Homelessness 
The National Alliance to End Homelessness published a report 
entitled "Homelessness Counts".  The committee briefly discussed 
the report.  The report estimates there are 744,313 homeless 
families and individuals in the US on any given night.  The 
committee also discussed possible limitations to the count. Some 
of the limitations were that not all cities in the US provided data, 
some homeless count methodologies that contributed to the 
number were in accurate, and point in time information does not 
provide a full picture of the problem.   The committee would like 
to wait until the San Francisco homeless count is complete and 
then do a comparison of national and local statistics and trends. 
 B.    Vehicular housed homeless 
The committee decided to table the discussion of this issue. They 
feel it would be helpful to gain information about how many 
vehicular-housed homeless there are in SF; this information can 
come from the 2007 Homeless Count. It was also suggested to 
speak with the Coalition on Homelessness who, in the past, had a 
sub-committee that addressed this issue (the most recent count  in 
2009 of the homeless noted 250 RVs, trailers and vans…is it so 
hard for San Franciscans to shove over  and give us a little room 
without the segregation attempts?).  
***************************************************** 
Archive Center >> policy legislation >>San Francisco Local 
Homeless Coordinating Board Policy Committee Meeting 
Minutes >>April 19, 2007 
VI. Results from homeless count: vehicular housed 
The results of the 2007 homeless count reflect that an estimated 
19% of the homeless live in their cars. The committee decided that 
they would like further discussion on this topic because they feel 
19% is a substantial number. It will be an agenda item for the next 
meeting. The police department will be invited, the Coalition on 
Homelessness (who has done work in this area in the past), and the 
HOT team. Also before the meeting some research will be done to 

 



 

see how other communities work with the homeless who are 
living in cars (I am a GYPSY happily living in an RV!  I am NOT 
homeless).  Committee members would also like to learn more 
about the towing process and explore possible fee waivers for 
homeless people who get their car impounded.   
VII.   New business   The committee briefly reviewed state bill 
122.  If passed this bill will include homelessness as a protected 
class and covered under hate crimes. The bill will be circulated via 
email for review and people are asked to take a position.  A 
recommendation to support or oppose will be made the Full 
LHCB. 
***************************************************** 
Archive Center >> policy legislation >>San Francisco Local 
Homeless Coordinating Board Policy Committee Meeting 
Minutes >>21 June 2007 
issue III. Vehicular Housed Homeless 
In previous committee meetings the issue of the vehicular-housed 
homeless has been brought up.  The committee decided to table the 
discussion until the results of the homeless count came up.  These 
results would give an idea about the magnitude of the problem.  
The homeless count results demonstrated that an estimated 20% of 
the homeless in San Francisco live in cars.  The committee then 
decided they wanted further discussion on the issue.  The Coalition 
on Homelessness and the San Francisco Police Department were 
invited to attend this meeting.  Lt. David Lazar attended as the 
representative for the SFPD.   He heads the SFPD Homeless Unit. 
Lt. Lazar provided the committee with a couple of documents:  1) 
Department Bulletin of “Use of Vehicles for Human Habitation”  
2) “Rights of the Homeless and Operation Outreach”.  The police 
department and the Homeless Outreach Team work on the streets 
with the homeless to offer them services and shelter. This includes 
those living in cars.  A car that is being used as a “dwelling 
place” is given a citation and the person has three days to move.  If 
the car is not moved after three days it is towed and the belongings 
within that car are also towed.  The police code that is referenced 

 



 

for this citation is Article 1.1 Sections 96, 97(a), 97(b), 97.1, 98, 
and 99.  Included in these sections is information on what 
circumstances should result in a citation being given.  The stuff 
within in the car is inventoried and the tow company keeps it.  
A person can receive a copy of their tow slip and the inventory.  
The committee members were unsure if a person could retain their 
belongings only if they paid to get their car out of tow.  Or can a 
person get the belongings without paying the tow fee?  Lt. Lazar 
mentioned that those living in cars are often found on Lincoln, 
Fulton, and the Sunset and Bayview areas.  It is a nighttime issue.  
He stated that a lot of the citations are driven by complaints of 
residents who park their own cars in areas where vehicular-housed 
people are (there you have it).   He was asked how many of these 
types of traffic citations are given out by the SFPD each year. He 
was unsure and stated he would get that information for the 
committee.  Lt. Lazar asked if there were any alternative spaces for 
people to park cars without getting cited. He stated right now there 
are no legal areas to do this.  Elhi, from the Coalition on 
Homelessness, stated that years ago the COH did organizing 
around this issue. Many clients were losing all of their belongings 
when their cars were being towed. They looked into having 
designated areas for the vehicular housed but there was no 
community support behind their efforts.   
 
The committee talked about wanting to explore “due process”.   
Are people notified when and where their cars are being towed?  
Are they called?  Also, are their any options of having a towing fee 
waved for people identified as being homeless?  Also, another 
issue is placement of personal belongings if a person does not get 
their car back. 
Action Steps: 
The committee would like to continue this discussion at future 
meetings. The Coalition on Homelessness and Lt. Lazar stated they 
would do some follow up work.  Lt. Lazar was going to get data on 
number of citations issued.  Is there a way to get the towing fee 

 



 

passed? A copy of traffic code 37 (a) pink slip, (I have to jump in 
here, these are slips that are given specifically for abandoned 
vehicles, not the vehicular home; however, they are used for both 
as is the hotline used by neighbors to complain about gypsies; this 
was said under oath by DPT agent who was on-scene for the 
seizure of our home in 2006) and are there areas where these are 
not given out?  The Coalition is going to provide more information 
on past outreach efforts and draft items to pursues.  Finally, in 
future meetings the committee thinks it is important to have 
community members there (no mention is made of any attempt to 
have those affected by this involved) . There was also the idea of 
getting Rec and Park involved.  One suggestion was to have a 
temporary permit to put on cars that are being used for habitation.  
This would  prevent citation, towing, and the person’s belongings 
being taken away. 
***************************************************** 
 Archive Center >> policy_legislation >>San Francisco Local 
Homeless Coordinating Board Policy Committee Meeting 
Minutes >>2 July 2007 
issue IV. Update on Vehicular Housed Homeless: 
A. Committee update: The committee had a meeting last month 
where the topic of the vehicular housed was discussed. 
Representatives from the Coalition on Homelessness and the SF 
Police Department were there. Information was shared and there 
will be follow up on this issue at the August committee meeting. 
 
It is agreed that living in your car is not a good situation, but the 
committee would like to explore current policies around the issue 
to ensure that a bad situation is not becoming worse. 
***************************************************** 
Archive Center >> policy_legislation >>San Francisco Local 
Homeless Coordinating Board Policy Committee Meeting 
Minutes August 16, 2007 
IV. Update on Vehicular Housed Homeless 
This conversation and agenda item is a continuation from the June 

 



 

21st meeting  and previous meetings held by the committee. At the 
June meeting representatives from Coalition on Homelessness and 
the SF Police Department were in attendance. That discussion lead 
to a few follow up questions to be reported at this meeting. 
Unfortunately a representative from the Coalition was not able to 
attend.  Officer Ware represented the SFPD on behalf of Lt. Lazar.   
Officer Ware provided some follow up information. According to 
him 15-20 homeless vehicles are towed each month and of those 
only 5% are recovered by the owner. Often this is to do with the 
owners inability to afford the towing fee and possible additional 
tickets such as no or expired registration and parking tickets.  Rec 
and Park does not issue permits for overnight cars unless it is 
official business or for an event (time to make the point AGAIN 
that if you are in a rock band or in some way providing 
entertainment for the city, the police will ESCORT these luxury 
vehicular homes to the beach to a cordoned-off area and watch for 
them all night long, which raises the point, why are some 
vehicularly housed are not subject to arrest but others are). Also 
Officer Ware did not think that the SFPD currently does 
administrative fee waivers for persons who are homeless and 
cannot pay. Finally he stated that the SFPD is still researching code 
37(a) for more information.  The committee agreed that 15-20 
cars per month is high and problematic. Another worry  
(awwww, gee, you THINK?) is the person's inability to get to their 
belongings (in their car) out of tow because they can not pay the 
fee. 
 
The committee discussed a number of possible solutions: 
· Create a "safezone" area, possibly on private property, where cars 
will be allowed to park without being cited. 
· Allow persons to recover belongings out of car without having to 
pay the tow fee. 
· Waive towing and other administrative fees for persons who are 
homeless. 
· Use the city's "amnesty days" to have parking tickets exonerated 

 



 

which will allow people to get their cars out of impoundment 
· When a 72 hour notice sign is placed on a car, prior to it being 
towed, include information on who someone can call if they cannot 
afford to move their car and information on services for those who 
are homeless. 
Provide a six month permit to those who are living in their cars 
which will allow them to park their car and not get ticketed. This 
special permit will be contingent upon the person working with 
a social service provider on a housing and/or service plan (I 
don‘t want to be given a permit  or a social worker or six months 
to end up in a project).   
  
Follow up: 
There is more work to follow up on: 
· SFPD is getting more information on the enforcement and 
regulations surrounding traffic code 37, the actual citation given to 
vehicles parked longer than 72 hours. 
· More research can be done to see what solutions other 
communities have found. One example is a program in Eugene, 
Oregon . 
· Discussions with the towing company are needed to learn about 
their policies and procedures. 
· Write a memo to relevant city officials outlining the issues and 
the proposed solutions. 
***************************************************** 
Archive Center >> policy_legislation >>San Francisco Local 
Homeless Coordinating Board Policy Committee Meeting 
Minutes May 2, 2011 
Members Present:  Joanne Peters; Wendy Phillips; Laura Guzman; 
Kevin Sharps; Richard Springwater; Erick Brown; Kim 
Armbruster.  Members Absent:   Rae Suber; Christine Ma 
I. Introduction 
The LHCB welcomed new member, Kim Armbruster to the Board. 
Kim was appointed by the Board of Supervisors. He currently 
works at Glide. He stated one of the strengths that he would like to 

 



 

bring to the LHCB is integration of services. 
II. Minutes from May 2, 2011 
Motion made to approve the minutes, with proposed edits 
(grammatical/spelling). 
M/S/C: Sharps/Brown/Unanimous 
III. San Francisco 2011 Homeless Count Presentation 
LHCB staff, and Homeless Count lead, Ali Schlageter, presented 
the results and data from the 2011 San Francisco Homeless Count.  
Board member Springwater stated that cross tabulation of data is 
good, but it can also be skewed.  Board Member Sharps suggested 
that there be more analysis done on the unemployment data. Can 
there be analysis done on when a person became homeless and 
how unemployment/economic recession impacted that? Context is 
really important to this statistic. Also, the homeless specific 
unemployment data should be compared to the City's overall 
unemployment rate.  Board member Armbruster questioned the 
statistic of 7% reported experiencing some form of domestic 
violence. He stated he thinks this number should be much higher, 
closer to 80-90%.  Board member Phillips pointed out the statistic 
that 73% of respondents became homeless while they were living 
in San Francisco and that the vast majority have lived here ten plus 
years. She said it's a myth that people think the majority of 
homeless come from outside of the City. It does not help the 
situation to perpetuate this myth.  Board member Guzman first 
stated that she was offended by the quote in the Chronicle, given 
by the Mayor's Office representative that compared the homeless 
to carpetbaggers.  She also stated that she thinks there was an 
undercount of Latinos and asked for the number of surveys that 
were done in Spanish. She added that the sheltered number 
decrease was impacted by the loss of shelter beds. There should be 
specific questions about mental health services and cross reference 
data by racial groups. Finally she noted the over representation of 
African American homeless compared to the general African 
American SF population. Board member Armbruster asked if there 
was a correlation, or if one could be determined, that the increase 

 



 

in the number in the Bayview is due to homeless folks being 
pushed out of the Tenderloin? 
 
Public Comment: 
Joyce Crum, Director of Housing and Homeless, acknowledged the 
work of Human Services Agency staff, Ali Schlageter John 
Murray, and Dan Kelly.  She also noted that requests for additional 
data analysis cost money and the City doesn't have additional 
financial resources. Ms. Crum also mentioned that the increase 
in the Bayview included a big increase of the vehicular housed. 
The Bayview has large industrial areas and few parking 
restrictions. The Mayor's Office has also shown interest in the 
foreclosure rate in the Bayview.    Meeting was adjourned at 
12:25pm 
***************************************************** 
Some San Francisco officials’ quotes harvested from the local 
media:  
 
San Francisco Chronicle Sept 2006 Mayor Gavin Newsom: “send 
a clear message: there will be zero tolerance for those who live in 
Golden Gate Park’s bushes and hide in the shade to do drugs…the 
work has already begun” (Author’s Note: our children literally 
grew up in the park, every night telling their father where they 
would like to spend the next day, choosing a favorite meadow or 
picnic spot or playground for us to park by while they played or 
visited with friends who lived in that area, but after the Great 
Sweep of ’06, we were forbidden by S.F.P.D. from pleasantly using 
the park as every other citizen in San Francisco…some days we 
would be harassed 3, 4, even 5 times until finally the children just 
told us to “just go the beach” which is federal land and the only 
place we are almost never harassed). 
* 
Then-supervisor Jake McGolderick 18 Sept. 2006 in SF 
Examiner “another problem is that people sleep in or near the 
park…a drive through Golden Gate Park revealed a number of run-

 



 

down campers, vans and other vehicles that appear to serve as 
illegal residences.” 
* 
Mayor Gavin Newsom in the San Francisco Chronicle (15 
December 2006) “vowed his work to stamp out homelessness is 
just beginning and announced new measures he plans…including a 
hotline that residents can make quality-of-life calls related to 
homeless people, such as someone sleeping in a doorway, will be 
up and running soon.” The piece finishes up with him saying the 
sweeps of Golden Gate Park will continue. 
* 
Convicted supervisor Ed Jew is quoted in a full-length hate piece 
in the San Francisco Examiner (16 March 2007) “that many 
campers & vehicles have already moved on and it’s good for the 
neighborhood…car campers have brought litter, vandalism & 
crime to the area” (Author’s Note: now isn’t that the traditional 
complaint about the gypsies through throughout history all the way 
up to Hitler’s solution) In the same article, the owner of Java 
Beach Café (also president of the Great Highway Take Back the 
Neighborhood Coalition – really that’s the name on the flyers they 
leave on RVs announcing their bizarre xenophobic hobby that has 
them out after 10 pm taking photos of RVs & faxing them to the 
Taraval Station & sure S.F.P.D. show three hours later – this isn’t 
segregation, this isn’t apartheid?! ) Pat McGuire says he has 
spent years working with legislators towards a solution (Author’s 
Note: there’s that evil word again…I am a human being, you don’t 
need a solution; I do have civil rights even if no one before has 
gone & secured them; gypsy/traveller rights are the cutting-edge of 
civil rights battle, not queer marriage). McGuire said “The 
situation has spiraled out-of-control…they dump garbage, a lot use 
their motorhomes for drug dealing. They break into cars and smash 
windows then hide in their campers.” He added that “not all car 
campers are destroying the neighborhood . 
 
(Author’s Note: gee thanks, but Mr. McGuire, do you realize that 

 



 

my then-14 year-old daughter Zoe was having a coffee with her 
new boyfriend in your establishment, just sitting on the sofa 
minding her own business when Ed Jew came in carrying a sample 
of the ‘Habitation of Prohibited’ signs he had made at your 
insistence and she watched the panorama of hate all over your 
face, you your wife & your employees standing around, with 
Supervisor Jew crowing about his plans to run all the bums outta 
the area; we had lost the bus three weeks earlier…she came in 
livid, wanting to go to law school more than ever…me, I’d rather 
just present him for what he is: a true San Francisco xenophobe). 
* 
Same article quotes Jennifer Friedenbach of the SF Homeless 
Coalition said “there are a few hundred people living out of their 
vehicles. They are horribly harassed by the police and subject to 
illegal tickets and tows. They frequently lose their vehicles because 
they can’t afford to retrieve them from the tow lot (our beloved 
Bluebird bus languished away because of excessive fees for over-
size vehicles: $600 to tow & $98 a day plus outstanding tickets for 
every damn thing under the sun). They have nowhere to go. They 
are San Francisco residents.” 
* 
Then-Supervisor/now-Assemblywoman Fiona Ma’s futile 
attempt to impose an additional fine on the so-called vehicularly 
housed “Though living in vehicles has long been a criminal 
offense, some feel the proposal would become a tool for piling up 
tickets on people who live in motorhomes”  In her then-weekly 
column in the Sunset Beacon (Nov 2003), Ms. Ma addresses the 
issue directly “In June (2003) Java Beach owners Pat & Buffy 
McGuire called my office and on Keith Sanford of the Taraval 
Station to pay closer attention to lower Great Highway/Ocean 
Beach corridor (Author’s Note: same place we have the bus 
forcefully taken three years later; a cat-and-mouse game, indeed). 
To quote her, “Campers & trailers had become accustomed to 
lining the road. I am proud (proud!!?) to say this is no longer true. 
The local neighborhood has become empowered by these efforts 

 



 

(Author’s Note: that’s how the Klu Klux Klan back home justifies 
what they do). We are energized and are proudly working to 
improve the Sunset, making it a better place to live and work. I 
commend everyone who participated in the project for their vision, 
dedication and commitment in taking back our neighborhood.” 
* 
San Francisco Examiner letter to the editor mid-summer 2007 
shows the mentality of the average citizen in the voice of E.P. 
Sullivan:  “San Francisco residents are tired of surrendering our 
public spaces to abusive vagrants. Take this to the ballot. We want 
our streets back.” (Author’s Note: well, this gypsy and a few others 
I’ve been talking to, we’re tired of having our private property 
taken on the basis that what we have is somehow less than the 
other guy’s house because our’ s is sitting on wheels). 
* 
It would appear District Attorney Kamala Harris would be 
capitulating to that segment of the voters in an essay she wrote for 
the San Francisco Chronicle 13 May 2007, “Victims lose faith in 
the Justice System. That’s why the two of us (she & Mayor Gavin 
Newsom) are partnering to launch the Community Justice 
Center…will provide accountability for lower-level criminal 
behavior…the center promises to give relief to the neighborhoods 
most affected by quality-of-life crimes. The entire city is 
victimized when we accept business as usual. The time has come 
for something new.” 
* 
In a series for the San Francisco Chronicle by a reporter 
“embedded” for several weeks with SFPD, reporting 14 May 
2007: “The in-car computer lights up and shows a call for service 
on Bryant near 18th. Someone has left a bus parked illegally on the 
street for several days, and the caller wants it towed. The two cops 
make their way to the call and find an old schoolbus painted green. 
Inside you see that someone has turned it into a personal camper. 
There’s a ‘for sale” in the window. SFPD Steger considers it for a 
moment, and concludes it might be worth buying. But it is illegally 

 



 

parked and the officers start looking around in the trunk of the 
patrol car for paperwork to have it cited/later towed.”   
 
Author’s Note: Now what other sub-group can be called in on and 
reported and have a (real) citizen demand that the sub-group’s 
property gotten rid of? 
* 
A quote by Angela Alioto, civil rights attorney and part of the 
Mayor’s team to end homelessness in the 30 May 2007 Bay 
Guardian …told us that she had no problem with homeless people 
not wanting a roof over their heads. ‘If a person truly wanted to 
live on the street, there is nothing we can or should do about it. 
They have a Constitutional right to live and travel.”   
***************************************************** 
No link  ~ however I have this newspaper article in hand 
 
              Taking Back the Neighborhood 
 
          by Supervisor Fiona Ma in her then-weekly column in the 
local neighborhood give-away paper The Sunset Beacon, published 
November 2003 
           
Until recently, the Sunset District has been the forgotten 
neighborhood of San Francisco, especially west of Sunset Blvd 
down to the Great Highway.  In June, Java Beach Café owners Pat 
& Buffy Maguire called on my office and on Captain Keith 
Sanford of the Taraval Police Station to pay closer attention to the 
lower Great Highway?Ocean Beach Corridor.  Campers and 
trailers had become accustomed to lining up at all hours of the 
day and night, dumping garbage and creating a general 
nuisance.  Pat shared that the N Judah (that’s a MUNI train that 
stops right in front of his café) was both “the lifeline of his 
business and his biggest headache.”  I am proud to say that this is 
no longer true.  The local neighborhood has been empowered by 

 



 

these efforts.  We are energized and proudly working together to 
improve the Sunset, making it a better place for everyone to work 
and live (except gypsies, of course).  I commend everyone who 
participated in this project for their vision, dedication and 
commitment in taking back the neighborhood.  
                                                                                                       
Sunset Beacon © 2003 
***************************************************** 
Needs Link 
              Boats, Rvs caught in Crosshairs 
            by Adriel Hampton    (SF Examiner October 21, 2004) 
       STREET PARKING BAN PROPOSED BY SUPERVISOR 
 
City leaders struggling to deal with the problem of residents 
storing boats and motor homes on city streets are running afoul of 
homeless advocates, small business owners and hobbyists.  
Homeless people and their allies have been the toughest critics of a 
proposed ordinace, sponsored by Supervisor (who went on to 
become Assemblywoman)  Fiona Ma, which aims to ban the 
vehicles from city streets at night under a penalty of a $100 fine.  
Though living in vehicles has long been a criminal offense, some 
feel the propsal would become a tool for piling up tickets on 
people who live in their motor homes.  “Our main concern is that it 
is going to target what we call vehicularly housed people,” said 
Chance Martin of the Coalition on Homelessness.  Data from 
advocates and the City’s 2002 homeless count indicate 1,000 to 
3,000 San Franciscians may be living in their vehicles.  Some 
recreational users of the vehicles are also against the propsed 
legislation.  Inner Sunset resident Ruben Becker who stores a small 
boat and a motorcycle trailer in San Mateo and brings them up to 
his home for weekend outings calls the ban a “fascist approach”.  
Anonymous notes on the windsheilds of delivery trucks also 
brought out disgruntled small-business owners to speak against the 
proposal at a Wednesday hearing, even though the proposal 

 



 

wouldn’t change current regulations on commercial vehicles.   
Faced with a lukewarm response from fellow supervisors, Ma and 
Supervisor Sean Elsbernd are looking to scale back to just their 
own districts  - the Sunset and West of Twin Peaks _ and Ma is 
considering incorporating suggestions propsed by the homeless 
coalition and Supervisor Chris Daly.  Elsbernd said the RV parking 
issue is particularly troubling around Lake Merced, while other 
areas just need stricter enforcemnet of 72-hour parking laws.  
“We’re reaching out to the neighborhood for a fuller discussion,” 
said Elsbernd.   
                                                                                                                            
©   SF Examiner  
 
(Author’s Note: our schoolbus was one of the RVs frequently 
parked around Lake Merced, which I might add is a fishing hole 
with a jogging path around it and a golf course on the other side 
NO HOUSES except a large apartment complex several hundred 
meters away…this is simply about how we LOOK in “their” 
neighborhood…eventually what became of the above proposal was 
that ALL night-time parking was ended and thus the lover’s lane 
Lake Merced was for decades ended).  
***************************************************** 
 MISSING LINK!!!!!!!! 
  
           Car Campers’ Parked Along Great Highway  
                              Face New Fine 
                       by  Alexandria Rocha SF Examiner    
                                (published March 16, 2006) 
 
People living in their cars along the Great Highway will have to 
find new curbsides to call home.  A new restriction implemented 
by Supervisor Ed Jew (who would soon become famous worldwide 
for being convicted and going to prison for taking bribes), and 
prompted by residents and business owners of the sunset District, 

 



 

makes it illegal to bunk in a vehicle from 10pm to 6am on the 
Great Highway from Lincoln Way to Sloat Blvd.  Violators face a 
$55 fine (Author’s Note: actually a law has been in effect since 
April 2, 1971 and it’s up to $1000 fine and/or up to 6 months in jail  
~ is this some kind of dis-information?).    Some neighborhood 
residents say “car campers” - who occupy a single spot for months 
at a time and only move their vehicles for street cleaning - have 
brought litter, vandalism and drug use to the area.  Homeless 
advocates, however, say the new law is a stopgap measure that 
traumatizes people and pushes them around the City.  Pat Maguire, 
president of the Take Back the Neighborhood Coalition and owner 
of Java Beach Café on the Great Highway said he has spent the last 
few years working towards a solution (Author’s Note:  yep, his 
busy café needs the parking that the RVs are taking up…on my 
website is an August 2011 news video showing my RV and others 
parking on the Great Highway @ Lincoln Way - you can clearly 
see that there are NO nearby houses, only a motel and his café ). 
 
Jew, elected in November to represent the Sunset district, put the 
issue on the fast track.  Earlier this year the San Francisco Dept of 
Public Works created 100 signs reading “Habitation Prohibited”  
(Author’s Note: again, public dis-information to not publish the 
fact that these signs say fine/jail … also a pet peeve of mine is that 
rock stars such as Tom Petty who played at the OutLands concert 
in Golden Gate Park  or the recent memorial concert for Warren 
Hellman at the beach starring Emmylou Harris and others are 
given a permit to stay in their tour buses & luxury RVs on the 
beach, the  with police protection ~ while two blocks away, I am 
committing a criminal offense for doing the same thing…so the 
activity itself isn‘t a crime, just WHO is doing it is what counts)  
and 50 have been posted.  “Many campers and vehicles have 
already moved on,” Jew said, “It’s good for the community.”  On 
any given day, lived-in campers, vans and Rvs can be seen taking 
roost on the Great Highway.  They are easy to spot.  Many have 
makeshift curtains covering the windows and piles of sleeping 

 



 

bags, newspapers and clothes creeping towards the windshield 
while the owners leave for the day, especially when it’s warm, the 
cars bake in the sun.  Maguire said the situation has spiraled out-
of-control.  “They dump their garbage and feces on the street.  
Sometimes they put their feces down the gutter,” Maguire said.  “A 
lot are using their mobile homes for drug dealings.  They’ll break 
into cars and smash windows and then hide in their campers, he 
said, adding that not all car campers are destroying the 
neighborhood. 
 
Jennifer Friedenbach, organizing diresctor for the San Francisco 
Coalition on Homelessness, said there are a few hundred homeless 
people living out of their vehicles in the City.  She said they are 
already horrendously harassed by the police and subject to illegal 
tows and tickets. They frequently lose their cars, she said, because 
they can’t afford to retrive them from the impound lot.  “Pushing 
homeless people away from one area into another and spending a 
lot of money to criminalize them does not solve the problem of 
homelessness,” she said.  “They have nowhere to go.  They are San 
Francisco residents.”  Another 50 signs are set to go up in the next 
few weeks.        
                                                                                                           
SF Examiner © 2006 
***************************************************** 
An excerpt from an essay written for the San Francisco Chronicle 
by San Francisco City Attorney Dennis Herrera on September 18, 
2006 (Author’s Note: a month after the seizure of our 
schoolbus/home)… accompanying this essay is a cartoon-style 
drawing of Mr. Herrera holding a broom. 
 
       Quality of Life is a Progressive Value  
                                     by  Dennis Herrera 
  
Several recent news reports have focused on a debate involving the 

 



 

costs and benefits of enforcing San Francisco’s so-called “quality-
of-life” laws against homeless people for minor offenses such as 
panhandling, sleeping in vehicles and carrying open containers of 
alcohol on city streets.  Illuminating though the debate may be, it is 
also emblematic of a now commonly recognized shorthand that has 
increasingly ascribed to the term “quality-of-life” a narrow - and 
decidedly illiberal - meaning.  Beginning as far back a generation 
ago, the defining conflict around which San Francisco politics 
typically organized was “downtown interests”, generally pro-
growth and more conservative, versus “neighborhood interests”, 
characterized by a slow-growth approach toward development and 
progressive politics.  Inherent in advocacy for the latter has been 
the fight tp preserve the unique character and economic 
accessibility of the many diverse neighborhoods we San 
Franciscians call home.   
 
Over the years of course, neighborhood activists have found 
themselves at odds with well-funded proposals for freeways, 
gentification efforts and development projects.  But at its core the 
cause was determined less by what it opposed than its staunch 
support for the continued vitality of our neighborhoods - for our 
“quality-of-life” as residents.  In much the same way that the 
national religious right managed to lay exclusive claim to “family 
values” (as if liberals both lacked and despised families), 
somewhere along the way, neighborhood activism has seen 
“quality of life” hijacked by those who would have us believe that 
our socialtal well-being is solely dependent on punishing 
panhandling and public intoxication.   The problem with this 
semantic hijacking is that it has both robbed neighborhood 
activism  of what it has rightfully stood for, as an affirmative value, 
and put progressives in the uneviable political position of seeming 
to oppose “quality of life”  it’s time to reclaim “quality of life” as a 
progressive value.  As City Attorney, one of my responsiblities is 
to litigate cases where irresponsible businesses and individual 
scofflaws  consistently refuse to comply with building, health and 

 



 

safety codes.  These aren’t superfluous regulations from 
overzealous bureaucrats, but vitally important state and local laws 
intended to protect residents, businesses and neighbors from 
potentially life-endangering threats such as fire, structural collapse 
and disease-bearing pathogens.  These laws also intend to protect 
neighborhoods from public nuisances such as accumulated trash, 
loitering and vandelism that, left to fester, can communicate a 
powerful message to gangs and drug pushers that law enforcement 
is failing the neighborhood.  These are serious laws, and our 
responsibility to enforce them is a quality-of-life imperative I take 
very seriously…  …   …The truth is that tackling problems that 
negatively affect san Franciscians quality-of-life has been the 
primary motivation for many of my efforts as City Attorney.  I 
haven’t sued a homeless person yet.  The difficulty with 
misidentifying “quality-of-life” as a set of issues strictly related to 
homelessness is that it both overstates the relitive detriment of a 
single problem, and vastly understates the multitude of important 
ways in which we can effectively improve societal well-being.  At 
its best, and in its fullest meaning, “quality-of-life” is a progressive 
value that doesn’t deserve to be as narrowly defined - or as 
politically loaded - as it is.         
                                                                                                           
©   San Francisco Chronicle 
***************************************************** 
http://seeclickfix.com/issues/66219-people-living-in-cars 
Mission, San Francisco, CA   
Issues >> Neighbors >>Watch Areas  #66219 People Living in 
Cars  
Who sees this issue?     17 Votes  Street Address:  3118 18th St San 
Francisco   CA 94110, USA  
* 
Reporter: Anonymous  Posted: 10 months ago Tags: Trash, 
Homeless , more  
There is an entire group of homeless living out of their cars on 
17th from Treat to Potrero, littering, urinating and more on the 

 

http://seeclickfix.com/issues/66219-people-living-in-cars


 

street. They park their car for days - with no effort by DPT to move 
them for street cleaning etc. 
* 
     lz   10 months ago 
Yes, campgrounds that are conveniently located close to public 
services, and possible jobs or sources of income. MCA, I hope you 
never become homeless enough to live in your car because you 
would be at the mercy of people like yourself.                 

V Pilot   10 months ago 
There are another group that live in decrepit motor homes around 
the Evan's campus City College. Tragically there is no human and 
ethical solution.  I suggest a dynamic change of present reality 
dichotomy that involves a sort of "cannibalism."  Who's with me 
on this one?  Oh, just me.  Well enjoy living the present system we 
all work collectively to create and can't fathom living with out. I 
think it still sucks anyhow.    
* 
sc 10 months ago   How about asking them first?  
* 
Jason Albertson 10 months ago   I am the supervisor of the 
homeless outreach team and can be reached at 
jason.albertson@sfdph.org. We'd like to outreach to these folks. It 
would be helpful if the reporter can give an idea of what kind of 
vehicles the people are living in, eg, color, make, possibly license 
plates as well as an idea of how many folks there are and when 
they are most likely to be found.   I can be reached at 415-850-
7413. 
* 
mike 10 months ago    What a joke. You people are complaining 
about homeless. I heard the city budget for homeless is something 
like $40,000 per homeless a year. Where do you expect them to 
go? Homelessness is a problem that stems from society, not a 
personal one.  You mission locals don't have a clue 
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* 
larry 10 months ago    you are a supervisor of the homeless 
outreach program and have no clue about 17th st. homeless people. 
what the puck are you doing Mr supervisor what a pricking joke 
* 
Jason M. Albertson  10 months ago   Larry,  We are a citywide 
outreach team and provide outreach, engagement and stabilization 
services for approximatly 14 hours per day, beginning in Golden 
Gate park at 4:30 in the morning. Information from people such as 
yourself that pinpoints the locations, needs, and identifies homeless 
people who need our services is incredibly important. We will (and 
have in the past) outreached in this area; people living in vehicles 
are especially hard to connect with. Our resources are limited; we 
can outreach to an area several times, but if the folks are not there 
at that time, we don't have success and it is a poor use of our time. 
It is helpful to know how many people are at a given location so 
we can identify, going in the resources we will need.  I am sorry 
that you are so angry that you need to express that anger in your 
post and direct it at me; please be advised that my team and I have 
been working very hard to address neighborhood problems such as 
yours,  especially in the recent cold weather. Please feel free to 
contact me in whatever manner suits you.   Jason M. Albertson,  
LCSW  Department of Public Health  
San Francisco Homeless Outreach Team  415-850-7413 
* 
Jason M. Albertson, LCSW  9 months ago  We checked the area 
from 16th and Bryant to potrero, from 17th and Folsom to Potrero 
plus adjoining side streets. We found one vehicle that appeared to 
be occupied, but nobody was in it at that time. We found numerous 
RV's, mostly down around the ASPCA building towards Potrero, 
but typically those folks don't need or accept services--they are 
vehicularly housed and not homeless. Any additional guidance 
about what the vehicles location, make, model, and timing would 
be helpful to locate people who may need services.   Thanks   
jason.albertson@sfdph.org  415-850-7414--work cell. 
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* 
MCA 9 months ago   Thank you for your help on this matter 
Jason. 
* 
sean  9 months ago  People taking issue with people who have to 
live out of their cars & trucks sicken me. Satan is beckoning for 
you to come home. 
* 
larry  9 months ago  Jason sorry for being so upset, But this has 
been happening on 17th for over 25yrs this is one of the few places 
left they could park and feel somewhat safe at night. Next stop 
would be to sleep on the doorsteps of these new lofts. It is a hard 
population to work with but if you could just help one it would 
make a difference .....GOOD LUCK.... larry 
* 
Jason M. Albertson  9 months ago   Larry,   There is no doubt that 
the vehicularly housed are some of the most difficult folks to 
outreach and engage with out there. They usually don't want to 
trade their self-sufficient RV's and sometimes cars for a @#$%-in-
the-sink unit in the tenderloin. But we do outreach to these folks, 
we do engage with them and sometimes they come in and work 
with us. We will continue to do that--I've driven 17th street several 
times since the first post and ID'd a couple of non-moving vehicles 
plus quite a few RV's in the area. If there is someone you 
specifically think we should outreach too, someone you may have 
talked to, let me know with a description of      Jason M. Albertson, 
LCSW Supervisor--SF Homeless Outreach Team 
* 
Ramona Mayon wrote 17 days ago   California Constitution states 
all citizens have the right to acquire, possess and protect their 
property. Also states that we have the right to pursue and obtain 
safety, happiness & privacy. Been living on wheels since 1993, 
raised 5 children, including two Marines. On Jan 4th of 2011, my 
older Tioga RV suffered a transmission failure – in addition from 
the trauma of having to come up with hundreds of dollars on a 

 



 

fixed income, we were forced to endure angry police visits 
engaging in a “sweep” of the area; it was so bad it was reported in 
the local newspaper. No, not as the disgraceful behavior it is, but 
rather, that the “residents had had enough“. Well, so have I. I love 
my lifestyle. 
* 
Mission (Guest) 
This is an ongoing issue. For example, over the course of the past 
year the same RV has been parked at the corner of 17th and Treat 
which is so full of what looks like garbage that you conveniently 
can't even see into the vehicle. I've observed various RVs/busses 
parked on the street for weeks at a time with no enforcement of the 
law prohibiting sleeping in a vehicle on the street. A similar 
problem was recently solved on Division Street between Bryant 
and 15th Street by simply prohibiting overnight parking. 
 
To the people complaining that us residents are heartless elitists, I 
applaud your initiative. You more than welcome to come tow these 
vehicles and place them outside your homes. 
2012-05-15 · Flag 
* 
Lisa (Guest) 
I am a resident of this area - I live at 18th and Harrison. Guess 
what, I'm your neighbor and I think you are a heartless elitist 
Mission 
2012-05-15 · Flag 
* 
Kevin Donohue (Admin) 
Good Afternoon, 
SeeClickFix would like to emphasize the importance of respect 
when posting comments and issues. While we definitely encourage 
dialogue among users, we think it's important to emphasize 
constructive conversation that focuses on the identification, 
prioritization, and ultimate resolution of issues. Let's move the 
conversation forward in a respectful manner & let's steer away 

 



 

from unconstructive comments and personal attacks (which may be 
subject to removal in the future). As always, please don't hesitate to 
email contact@seeclickfix.com with any concerns, questions, or 
suggestions. 
Regards, 
Kevin  
Community Manager  
SeeClickFix 
2012-05-16 · Flag 
                                                                                                                                    
© SeeClickFix 
***************************************************** 
MISSING LINK!!!!!  
            SF MARKET IS IN A VAN DOWN BY THE RIVER 
 
Rent prices got you down? Maybe you should try living in your car 
— like the 2-3,000 people in the city who already do. Hot spots for 
vehicular dwelling: Ocean Beach, Dogpatch, Bayview and Golden 
Gate Park vicinity. According to homeless advocates, “You’re 
talking about people who were renters in buildings that were 
foreclosed upon.” Happy Thursday!                            
 
COMMENTS 
Displaced renters? I think not. As a resident of the outer Sunset I 
have seen many of these RV dwellers for years; long before the 
foreclosure scandal. They just keep moving between lower Lincoln 
Way and Lower Great Highway. They get busted and come right 
back. A few months back there was a camper on a truck that would 
park/move between Sunset and 25th Ave. Lots of partying (drugs) 
in that one and some neighbors said there was prostitution going 
on inside as well. One “camper” is known among the youth crowd 
as a haven for runaways -- several have been found there in the last 
5 or 6 years.  Recently I came across an RV that I have seen on 
Lower Great Highway for years that was parked over by the 
archery fields. They had the lawn chairs out, a bbq going, drinking 

 



 

beers and watching a large LCD TV they had on a stand being run 
by a generator. If they are so homeless and broke how come they 
can afford a better TV than me? 
* 
11/14/08 10:12 AM.  guest 
There are a bunch in Potrero Hill -- they buy old buses and 
blackout the windows. 
* 
freethegypsy (a.k.a. Ramona Mayon) 
Ok folks, I am in one of those old RVs on lower Great Highway for 
years. Raised 5 kids in a black Bluebird schoolbus you saw on 
‘your’ beach for years. Two of my boys are now Marines (the 
middle boy worked at the Ocean Beach Safeway first as a bagger 
@ 16 then a checker til he turned 18 and joined the Marines). My 
youngest son -- still at home (well, according to y’all it’s not a 
home but it is to us) -- he works at a beachside cafe every weekend 
and plans to follow his brothers into the Marines. One daughter is 
going to college, planning on being a civil rights lawyer, the other 
is a pilot in Lake Tahoe, wants to join the forestry service to put 
out fires. Yeah, we are some real scum that needs to be run outta 
your nice neighborhoods. Cops just came by an hour ago and said 
all are going to be arrested who are here tonight      
01/23/11 02:59 PM 
                                                                                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                              
©  SF Examiner 
***************************************************** 
This article never made it onto the Internet, it was copied and I 
have it in hand. 
                          Asleep at the Wheel 
               by Tamara Barack Aparton published Nov 18, 2008 
                       About 20% of the City’s homeless say  
                          vehicles are their place of residence 
 

 



 

Surrounded by found treasures and knickknacks his rusty Dodge 
van, Vincent Gurtler lingers over his morning newspaper to the 
sounds of waves breaking at Ocean Beach.  These are the good 
times, says the 61-year-old grandfather with a craggy smile.  But 
there are bad times too ---- like when he’s startled awake by the 
police knocking at his window in the middle of the night, seeing 
his frozen breath in the winter, or fretting about leaving the city he 
loves.  When members of the City’s homeless outreach team ask 
him if he needs anything --- housing, medical care, food --- Gurtler 
politely declines.  Through a combination of choice and chance, 
Gurtler has lived in his car for eight years.  Gurtler, a Veitnam 
vetern and San Francisco native, owned a small house-painting 
company when cancer struck.  He beat it, but lost his business in 
the process.  Ever since, a monthly disability check has bought 
food and gas but not housing.   “I love San Francisco,” Gurtler 
said.  “I’ve got my family and friends here I’ve known my whole 
life.  The only reason I live in here is I can’t afford $1800 a month 
for an apartment.”  However, for the first time in his life, Gurtler is 
considering leaving the City.  He said relatives in Ukiah have a 
room ready for him, and it’s time to move on.   
 
The number of people living in vehicles in the City is difficult to 
guage.  According to the City’s 2007 count, of 6377 estimated 
homeless people in San Francisco, 19.3% of those sleeping on the 
streets are sleeping in vehicles.  But homeless advocates say that 
figure is much higher and growing as the economy falters.  The 
San Francisco Coalition on Homelessness estimates that 2000 to 
3000 people sleep in their vehicles.  One thing both sides agree on 
is that the “vehicularly housed” are typically difficult to help.   
 
Parking in the City’s industrial neighborhoods and coastal 
outskirts, they are reluctant to abandon their cars to sleep in a 
shelter and often fear the homeless people sleeping in the City’s 
center.  “I would rather sleep here than in a shelter downtown,” 
Gutler said. “I hear all these stories about people doing drugs and 

 



 

all that. I’m safer in my van.” The number of homeless people 
sleeping in their cars swells each summer, as people travel up and 
down the West Coast, according to the City’s homeless policy 
director, Dariush Kayhan. Police and city officials say hot spots for 
car campers are Ocean Beach, industrial areas near Dogpatch and 
Bayview, and occasionally adjacent to Golden Gate Park on 
Lincoln Way or Fulton Street.   
 
They also show up near the Marina Safeway, Fort Mason and 
Chrissy field, Officer Steve Murphy said.  People living in theor 
cars often park in places where residential permits are not required 
and move often to avoid citations, Kayhan said.  Most are single or 
couples and do not have children, he said.  Paul Boden, director of 
the Western Regional Advocacy Project, a regional coalition of 
homeless organizations, said the foreclosure crisis has pushed 
families in nearly every Bay area city into shelters and vehicles.  
“A lot of people calling us are new to the experience of 
homelessness,” he said.  “You’re talking about people who were 
renters in buildings that were foreclosed upon.”  most families hide 
their homelessness for fear of Children Protective Services taking 
their children, according to Boden.  If they live in a vehicle, it’s 
usually for a brief period of time, he said.”  “For a family to end up 
in a car, it’s the worst feeling in the world,” he said.  “you’ve gone 
through months and months of desperation before you end up in 
that situation.”  
 
     Outreach Teams Determined to Help the Homeless  
       (same article/same writer - this was a full two page spread) 
   
On a brisk morning in the Sunset district, Jane Bosio strolls up 
with neighborly ease to a dilapidated camper.  The outreach case 
manager raps on the door and tries to quickly defuse any potential 
fear of police by quickly identifying herself and her two 
companions as members of the City’s homeless outreach team.  
“We want to see if you are okay and if you need anything,” she 

 



 

says.  Nobody answers, so she tucks her business card in the 
window.  Several times a week, Bosio, along with another case 
worker Burt Kirson, rise at dawn to scout out homeless people who 
might need help.  They employ a “whatever it takes” attitude, 
offering medical care, shelter beds and motel rooms, and substance 
abuse and mental health counseling.  They have many people to 
serve. According to the City’s 2007 count, there are 6377 homeless 
living in San Francisco. Of the 2771 homeless not living in 
shelters, jails or other temporary situations, about 20% made their 
home in their vehicles.  The process of getting someone into 
housing is not quick.  Outreach teams can work with a client for 
one year before they find permanent housing, said Dariush 
Kayhan, the City’s homeless policy director.  “We take them to 
appointments, connect them to benefits --- all this takes time and 
effort and repeated effort.  There are currently 36 Homeless 
Outreach Team members working in places throughout the City.  
Those who live in cars can be more difficult to help because “their 
car represents some anchor to stability,”  Bosco said.  Still, many 
have had their reluctance worn down after repeated visits by the 
team.  “We believe nobody wants to be homeless,” Kayhan said.   
 
 
                Car Dwellers Keep on Parking  
            Even When Police Come Knocking     
                          same writer/same article spread 
      this one has a photo of the signs that state fine and or arrest 
 
Day in and day out, police and those who live in their cars remain 
locked in a familiar dance. “It’s kind of cat-and-mouse game,” said 
Sgt. Steve Kwan of the Taraval Police Station in the City’s 
southwest area.  “We come by and chalk their vehicles. They move 
a block away for 24 hours and then come back.”  when it comes to 
sleeping in vehicles, there are several ways to enforce the law. 
Police code prohibits anyone from living in their cars from 10pm 

 



 

to 6am.  In theory, one can be issued a citation roughly $100, 
Kwan said.  If they are caught twice, they can be arrested for a 
misdemeanor.  In the last year, Kwan estimated 20 people have 
been cited and six arrested within the Taraval station’s vicinity 
which includes the Sunset district.  “The problem we have is they 
won’t open their doors,” Kwan said. “They realize there is a 
violation.  For an offense like that, we’re not going to get a search 
warrant or kick the door in.”  (gee thanks)    But like most car-
owning San Franciscans, vehicularly housed homeless often find 
themselves on the receiving end of parking violations. Parking on 
any public street or highway for more than 73 hours is prohibited, 
said Municipal Transportation spokeswoman, Kristan Holland.  
Often prompted by complaining neighbors, police leave notices on 
the vehicles informing owners the cars will be cited and towed, 
Kwan said.  The fine for a towed car is $85 and late penalties 
accrue.  It is in addition to a $244.25 towing fee and more than $50 
a day in storage fees (RVs require a special truck to be towed; our 
schoolbus tow was $500 and $98 a day over-size vehicle fee) . 
 
Prompted by former Supervisor Ed Jew and a group of fed-up 
residents, the City erected street signs in 2006 on popular parking 
spots in the Sunset, warning residents against living in vehicles.  
Residents remain weary from dealing with car campers, said 
Cammy Blackstone, legislative aid to Supervisor Carmen Chu, 
whose district includes the Sunset.  “People have kids waking 
home from school and it creates a safety issue in isolated areas,” 
Blackstone said.  “It also creates a public safety issue because they 
are dumping things out of their vehicles.  The police are working 
with us to get these guys out, but it’s hard. And with the economy 
the way it is, it’s only going to get worse.”   
                                                                                                                            
© SF Examiner  
***************************************************** 
Police Blotter from SF Examiner on April 6, 2009 
 

 



 

TARAVAL  Move Along  at 10:36 pm March 25, 2009  officers 
cited a suspect for living in a recreational vehicle. This action was 
taken after the police received numerous calls from residents 
complaining of vehicles being used for habitation and the 
associated noise, waste and blight. 
                                                                                                                     
© SF Examiner  
***************************************************** 
LINK!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
From Homelessness on the Rise,  
but Fewer people on Streets 
by Brent Begin published on April 6, 2009 
 
 The Human Services Agency tabulates the homeless population 
every two years by sending volunteers to count people living on 
the streets…this year, there were 6514 homeless overall.  In 2007, 
there were 6377 homeless and in 2005 there were 6248. Those 
numbers are a sharp drop from the total homeless who were 
counted in the City in 2002, which came to 
8640...Volunteers…were trained to better count people living in 
vehicles and encampments…there were 1659 persons visually 
identified on the streets, 111 people in 74 cars, 550 in 250 vans, 
campers or Rvs and 389 people in 160 makeshift structures and 
encampments. 
                                                                                                                               
©  SF Examiner 
***************************************************** 
MISSING LINK!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!               
       Campers Cause Headaches for Residents 
                          by Andrea Koskey published Jan 7, 2011 
 
           Great Highway stretch popular place to park,  
                                 but practice is illegal 
 

 



 

On any given day, a brigade of Rvs, campers and other large 
trailers park on the streets surrounding lower Great Highway as 
their owners sleep inside.  Residents in the Outer Sunset District 
say campers are overstaying their welcome by conducting illegal 
activity and leaving trash behind - even raw sewage - that 
permanent residents are forced to deal with.  “Some of them park 
six to nine months,” said John Zwolinski, a Sunset resident and co-
founder of the La Playa/Great Highway Neighborhood Watch. 
“They try to permanently live there.”  Zwolinski and other 
members of the neighborhood watch said they do not want to 
persecute the poor, but noted that camping overnight in san 
Francisco is against the law and some of the campers bring illegal 
activity to the neighborhood.  As many as thirty vehicles park 
overnight along Great Highway, Zwolinski said (note that the 
Great Highway is  approximently 20 blocks long).  The Police Dept 
has stepped up enforcement in response to neighborhood concerns, 
according to Sgt. Kevin Mannix, but officers can only do so much.  
When a complaint is received, Mannix said, officers respond and 
attempt to contact the owner of the vehicle by knocking on the 
door.  However, if there is no response, police cannot issue a 
citation for illegal camping.  “We don’t know if anyone is sleeping 
there,” he said.  “We are at the mercy of them opening the door.”   
Instead, officers can issue a warning that the vehicle needs to be 
moved within 72 hours - and officers do come back in three days 
to see if the vehicle is moved, Mannix said.  Though an official 
number of compliants was not immediately available, Mannix said 
they have dedicated one officer to monitor illegal camping.  
However, Zwolinski said the problem stems from the 72-hour 
warning.  He said when vehicles receive the warning, they wait 
until an hour before their time is up and just move down the road.  
Attempts by the San Francisco Examiner to contact vehicle 
campers were unsuccessful, as many did not open their doors.  Rvs 
and campers, though, were seen on several blocks of the Outer 
Sunset neighborhood.  Zwolinski said he and other residents are 
willing to explore options to keep the vehicles out of their 

 



 

neighborhood, including voucher programs to stay at an RV camp 
in City (ummm, there aren’t any).  Supervisor Carmen Chu, whose 
district includes the Outer Sunset, said she is looking at alternative 
ways to require permits for Rvs and oversize vehicles. 
 
(the article is accompanied by a photo of Great Highway that has 
one older camper  in the foreground  and a smaller photo of trash 
on the ground, trash  just trash, not necessarily next to a camper 
because it’s just a picture of some trash on the grass.)  
                                                                                                    
© SF Examiner  
***************************************************** 
http://thepioneeronline.com/features/2011/03/homeless-csueb-
professor-lives-in-van/ 
 
      Homeless CSUEB Professor Lives in Van 
                                by Stephanie Spearman 
                             Thursday, March 3rd, 2011 
Creative writing teacher Aaron Jason says students did not believe 
him.  After living in his Volkswagen van for a year and a half, 
English professor Aaron Jason is advocating for the rights of the 
homeless while ensuring his students the best education he can 
provide.  A Los Angeles native, Jason moved to the Bay Area after 
high school to attend CSU East Bay as an undergraduate majoring 
in philosophy and English before spending sometime in New York 
for post-graduate studies.  Jason fell in love with the Bay, and 
decided to move back to San Francisco where he became an 
"accidental teacher" for CSUEB, teaching creative writing classes 
11 years ago.  "I wasn't planning on becoming a teacher, but I 
covered some classes and I enjoyed it," said Jason, who teaches 
creative writing, fantastical literature and gay and lesbian 
literature. "I love teaching."   
 
Being a non-tenured professor, Jason's salary is directly related to 
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how many classes he teaches, and the recession forced CSUEB to 
cut courses.  "We had a great department chair who had a meeting 
with all of us," said Jason. "We knew that classes were going to be 
cut and things were going to look bad."  Classes were subsequently 
cut, and as the school moves toward a science, technology, 
engineering and math-or STEM-core, creative literature courses 
are sparse.  Jason, who had mounting debt from student loans and 
admittedly "overspending," had to reevaluate his budget in order to 
solve his own financial crisis.  "I looked at my budget and I just 
realized that my rent was the big thing that had to go," explained 
Jason. "So I did my research and bought a VW van around the 
same time I was moving out of my apartment."  After living in one 
of the most expensive cities in the United States for about a 
decade, Jason was in no rush to leave.  "I decided to stay in my 
neighborhood," said Jason. "I have my same neighbors, I can go to 
the same local stores that I endorse and my politics are here."  It 
was important for Jason to have his own space in the city so he 
created a temporary situation for himself that wouldn't cause his 
work to suffer.  "I'm dealing with the financial crisis just like other 
Americans," added Jason. "In 2008, so many people had the rug 
pulled out from under them.  Everyone was losing money."   
 
Wanting to maintain some independence, living in his van has 
allowed him to still be able to afford groceries, stay focused on his 
work and not have to move back to L.A.  "I'm a lot better off than 
some people," he said. "I can take care of myself, just not the rent."  
A member of 24-hour Fitness, Jason has full facilities to take care 
of hygiene routines and access the shower facilities in the athletic 
gym locker rooms.  While he adjusted to living in his car-or being 
vehicularly housed-Jason started looking for resources to help him 
and others in similar situations.  San Francisco, which has an 
estimated homeless population of 6,500, has many resources 
available for the homeless, like shelters and food banks.  But Jason 
couldn't find a unified system that connected vehicularly housed 
people together as one community.  "I was shocked that there was 

 



 

no network," explained Jason. "San Francisco is really trying to 
crack down on the homeless.  I wanted there to be a place where 
people could come together and talk about the issue so we can help 
resolve the problem with the city."   
 
Jason actually got the idea from Wal-Mart. The mega-store allows 
travelers and RVs going across country to park in their lots over 
night, encouraging them to get supplies at their store.  The city 
could provide similar options and create something similar to the 
successful Project Homeless Connect, but for those living in their 
cars.  "This would make it easier for people to get together once a 
month," said Jason. "It can be done."  Getting together the 
vehicularly housed community to talk about what issues the 
city has with them will help remedy situations, making San 
Francisco officials more tolerant of their situation.  After an 
article was written in the San Francisco Examiner in January about 
people living in their cars, Jason was surprised to find that the 
reporter couldn't find anyone willing to talk.  "I read it and I 
thought, `Really? You couldn't find one person living in their van 
wanting to speak?'" said. "So I wrote a letter and told the reporter 
that I had a lot to say."  After a two hour follow-up interview with 
the same reporter, a story was published explaining that he was a 
homeless professor living in his van, but little information was 
given about his unified community suggestion.   "I said that we 
need to decriminalize living in your car," he said. "The face of 
homelessness has really changed. I have whole families living next 
door to me that send their children off to school in the morning. 
The article left all of that out."   
 
After the story was published, Jason received no negative backlash 
from the administration, his co-workers or his students. In fact, 
until Pioneer WebTV reporter Rayna Fields inquired about doing a 
story on him, no one had really acknowledged it much.  "I think 
my students almost didn't believe me until Rayna came in with her 
camera," said Jason. "My students and fellow faculty are really 

 



 

supportive."  Jason's story is important for students to hear because 
it illustrates how tuition hikes and fee increases don't go to the 
faculty.  "Professors are hurting too," he said. "It might be a shock 
for students, but a lot of times they have better healthcare than the 
people teaching them. I take responsibility for my situation, but I 
am disappointed with the state and the state of things."   Jason 
hopes he is in a transitional period and feels that he will probably 
have a "traditional roof" over his head in two or three years.  
"What it comes down to is I love this university," said Jason. "I 
want to teach here forever. I enjoy the students and the dynamic. I 
guess I'm determined to stay."  Until his situation improves and he 
can move back into a house or apartment, what are Jason's plans?  
"I'm considering adopting a dog," he said. "A little dog, but one 
that barks. It'll help scare the people away and protect my van." 
 
                                                             The Pioneer Online © 2011 
***************************************************** 
Another version of the story coming from SF Examiner, with more 
details about the San Francisco Sleep Wars.  
NEED LINK!!!!!!! 
                    SF Homeless Living Out of a Vehicle  
                   Not Always Unemployed 
                 by Andrea Koskey published Jan 22, 2011 
 
For Aaron Jason, the decision to give up his rented studio 
apartment in the NOPA neighborhood, purchase a Volkswagon van 
and live out of it came nearly 18 months ago after debt had piled 
up.  Jason is among the estimated 6600 homeless people living in 
San Francisco, according to the Coalition on Homelessness san 
Francisco. It is unknown how many homeless in the City live out 
of vehicles (mmmm, not true, the census results published in 2009 
in this very newspaper stated 550 in vans/campers/RVs and 
another 74 in their cars…why the dis-information?)    Amid a 
clamor from neighborhood groups in the City about the problems 

 



 

caused by illegal habitation in motorhomes and vans, one point 
may have been lost in the shuffle: some people, like Jason, are 
employed.  As an untenured lecturer for the California State 
University, East Bay English department, Jason can make up to 
$3000 a month.  But his income is based on the number of classes 
he teaches each quarter which is at the mercy of the state budget.  
When bills piled up, the details of which he declined to elaborate 
on for the San Francisco Examiner, Jason decided to give up his 
rental, forgo moving in with other people and live in the van.   
Jason, who knows that living in the van is illegal, said that with his 
income he falls into a gray area when it comes to receiving 
services, which are often based on income.  Bob Offer-Westort, 
civil rights organizer with the Homeless Coalition in San Francisco 
make money.  “When you do qualify, the waiting lists are so long, 
it could take months to get help,” he said. “Having too much 
income is not the worst problem. They can at least hang tight for a 
while”.  Whether or not Jason can receive services, he falls into a 
category of homeless that has raised ire recently.  In the Outer 
Sunset, police have received an increased number of complaints 
from residents who witness illegal activity and some campers 
dumping raw sewage down storm drains.  The Police Dept says, 
however, that unless a camper opens their door to prove someone 
is living inside, authorities can only issue warnings to move the 
vehicles within 72 hours.  Jason suggested parking lots that could 
house the vehicles voluntarily or a network similar to Project 
Homeless Connect where local businesses can volunteer services 
for one day to help move them off the streets.  Offer-Westort, 
though, said funding locally and federally would also be a problem 
when providing even these volunteer networks. 
                                                                                                                               
©   SF Examiner      
***************************************************** 
http://potreroview.net/news10605.html 
 

 



 

Southside: Homeless RV Encampments Plague 
India Basin 
by Lori Higa    August 2011 
 
Arelious Walker is a tiny street that dead-ends at a desolate open 
space preserve in what may be San Francisco’s most forgotten 
neighborhood. India Basin, bordered by Bayview and Hunters 
Point, is characterized by crumbling boat docks, dilapidated 
warehouses, historic structures – such as the New Albion brewery 
– newer condominium-lofts and Burning Man-type artist studios. 
It’s also become the latest battleground between the near homeless 
and residents. 
 
Once known as Fitch, Arelious Walker is one of the few San 
Francisco streets re-named after a living person:  the African-
American activist-minister of True Hope Church of God in Christ 
in Bayview.  A cul de sac, the street serves as an entrance to the 
India Basin shoreline, the last remaining natural habitat in the City 
fronting San Francisco Bay. India Basin Neighborhood Association 
(IBNA) members are apoplectic about the caravans of “illegal RV 
encampments” on Walker, which they believe have been an 
ongoing source of numerous quality-of-life crimes, including 
dumping bodily waste, garbage and stripped wires in the street, and 
vicious dog attacks. “This has been going on for 10 years, but it’s 
gotten to the breaking point,” said Courtney Da Veiga, who owns 
property on the corner of Innes and Arelious Walker, with a bird’s 
eye view of the encampments. “We are fed up.”   
 
Two months ago, after a blistering cyberspace conversation in 
which IBNA members argued over what to do, the association 
called an emergency meeting to debate ways to drive out the 
campers, inviting the San Francisco Police Department (SFPD), 
the City Attorney’s office and other municipal representatives to 
share ideas.   “The only activities going on at night are prostitution 

 



 

– I’ve seen men delivering women, men bringing around young 
boys – drugs and dumping. And, sorry to say, the dumping of two 
murdered young boys,” Da Veiga asserted. She recently saw a 
naked woman running down the street screaming in broad daylight.   
 
Despite a stream of complaints to local authorities over the years, 
“Nobody cares. This is a ghetto, right? This kind of thing would 
never be allowed in any other neighborhood...I’ve called 911 a 
million times but it doesn’t do any good,” Da Veiga recounted. “It’ 
doesn’t seem fair, or right. We pay taxes like every other San 
Francisco resident, but our neighborhood is ignored by the City in 
terms of services and support.” At the meeting, some of the blame 
for ongoing problems was placed on the Coalition on 
Homelessness (COH), a social justice nonprofit that advocates for 
long-term solutions to poverty and housing issues. “Their pro bono 
attorneys defend these cretins and advise them not to open their 
doors, so the cops can’t issue citations!” said IBNA founder and 
activities chair Michael Hamman. Under municipal law, unless a 
camper opens his door to prove someone is living inside, SFPD 
can only issue warnings to move the vehicle within 72 hours.  “It’s 
a terrible thing to inform people of their rights,” Jennifer 
Friedenbach, COH’s executive director, responded dryly. 
 
Da Veiga said she was hospitalized as a result of a vicious attack 
by a dog belonging to one of the RV campers. No one was arrested 
for the crime; police couldn’t find the dog that attacked her.   “I’m 
kind of surprised to hear about vicious dogs attacking residents,” 
said Freidenbach. “Since Diane Whipple, the City’s been very 
aggressive in getting dogs like pit bulls. They don’t need witnesses 
anymore to confiscate a vicious animal, you call Animal Care & 
Control, they take the dog away, then they need a hearing, they 
have to prove their innocence to get them back.   Hamman who’s 
lived in “The Barn” at the end of Earl Street for two decades, 
alleged he lost a pet to a pit bull from the encampment.  Even with 
a witness the police were powerless to respond because they 

 



 

couldn’t find the killer dog.  “There’s other folks in the 
neighborhood who’ve had their pets killed by dogs in the 
encampments. They’re so intimidating, people don’t feel safe, it’s 
scary, they can’t even walk around their own street anymore. I 
know an elderly couple who used to walk everyday at Heron’s 
Head for years. Now they stopped doing it,” he said. 
 
Many of the RVs “don’t even run, aren’t registered, don’t have 
engines. When they have to move, they tow them in a caravan of 
up to seven or eight vehicles together, across the street or around 
the corner,” Hamman said. The latest neighborhood outrage has 
been the unrelenting buzz saw noise emanating from a portable 
generator. “It’s a mini-PG&E station. They’ve string up wires 
between the vehicles and hooked them up to a generator so they 
can watch TV,” said an exasperated Hamman. “It makes 
tremendous noise and runs all night. And it’s not as if they have no 
money. One of them has a really nice motorcycle, like a BMW, 
parked between two of the RVs, covered up with a tarp.” Other 
residents have observed “nice, late model cars come and go, 
picking up and dropping off people.”  In response to reports of the 
generator setup at India Basin, a COH staffer exclaimed, “Shades 
of Berry Street!”  Shifting encampments have been a persistent 
problem in Southside San Francisco for years. RV campers have 
been pushed from Mission Bay, Mission Rock, China Basin and 
Dogpatch to Bayview’s Revere, Fairfax and Hudson streets.  
Speakeasy Brewery, located on Evans, has had campers in its 
parking lot, break-ins and burglaries. “The group that’s in India 
Basin now, I think they were evicted from some other area,” an 
IBNA member surmised. While the City’s recently released 
biennial homeless count showed a small decrease in homeless 
numbers – 6,455 in January 2011, down from 6,514 in 2009 – the 
locations where this demographic group congregates has changed.  
Bayview-Hunters Point’s homeless population has more than 
doubled – from 444 to 1,151 – over the past two years.  The shift 
could be related to efforts to reduce visible homelessness in 

 



 

commercial districts like Union Square, mid-Market and 
Fisherman’s Wharf, where the City claims the homeless population 
has declined by 14 percent.  In addition, the Great Recession has 
ushered in a steady rise in the number of homeless families.  The 
number of homeless aged 50 or older has nearly doubled, from 146 
in 2009 to 290 this year.  According to Friedenbach, though the 
count includes both sheltered and unsheltered homeless, the 
numbers aren’t accurate when it comes to those living in vehicles.  
“They’re instructed not to knock. They see a vehicle, judge 
whether someone is living inside or not, and then apply a set 
number of people to the count,” she said. 
 
Bad economic times and ongoing gentrification have pushed more 
individuals into living in vehicles Friedenbach said.  “They’re 
forced to reside inside their vehicles, because they can’t afford the 
increasing rents.  There’s families with kids, artists, disabled, 
elderly couples, scavengers, recyclers, working people, all different 
kinds.  There’s also a whole lot of police harassment, some of it 
illegal.  There’s excessive ticketing, which leads to vehicles being 
illegally towed,” she said.  “The biggest issue of course is access to 
water and sanitation.”  According to Friedenbach, the key driver of 
homelessness is rooted in decades of federal cuts and destruction 
of affordable housing stock. “NIMBYs, neighborhood 
associations, residents in gentrifying areas, are becoming 
increasingly intolerant of destitute folks’ rights,” Friedenbach said.  
“A lot of their actions are due to fear of poor people. People tend to 
villainize homeless. They’re the last frontier of people it’s OK to 
hate.” 
 
Meanwhile, community anger continues to percolate. “It’s illegal 
to live in your vehicle. They should go to an RV park and pay fees 
to stay in a RV park like everywhere else. Why should India Basin 
be the victim for all those other neighborhoods who supported each 
other and got them out?” Veiga railed.  The fastest solution to the 
vagrancy issue, according to Da Veiga, is to post “no overnight 

 



 

parking” and “no sleeping in cars” signs, which “neighbors in 
Dogpatch did at Illinois near 22nd.”   Last month, the San 
Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency considered 
establishing a no stopping zone for 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. on both sides 
of Arelious Walker Drive, from Hudson Avenue to its easterly 
terminus.  Such an action would cause problems for residents who 
park their cars, retorted Jill Fox, a former City employee and India 
Basin homeowner. “It would push the campers onto Innes, which 
will have even more of an impact on the neighborhood. We already 
have one RV parked permanently in front of 900 Innes.  The City 
has quick-fixed the problem in other neighborhoods with these 
signs, which has just pushed and pushed these RV dwellers from 
Pacific Heights to SoMa, to our own Fairfax Avenue.  Now they 
are here and there is nowhere else for them to go if we did get 
signs put up.  Signs are not a solution,” Fox insisted.  A suggestion 
that parking permits be required for the area, at a cost of roughly 
$100 a year, was met with a lukewarm response from IBNA 
members, as was a suggestion to create a temporary RV park on 
private or public property that could provide jobs in security and 
maintenance.  “I’m shocked people want business and life to come 
to this neighborhood.  Would anyone in their right mind seeing 
these RVs on public streets really want to come here?” Da Veiga 
responded.  “I don’t know if it would work or not, but at least it is 
solution-, rather than punishment-, based. There are KOA RV parks 
in regular residential neighborhoods in other places,” Fox pointed 
out. SFPD officers Sue Lavin and Hall offered help with procuring 
a variety of restricted parking signage, and advice based on what’s 
worked in other neighborhoods.  “We can start doing sweeps, 
we’ll come down here with DPT and DPW, whom we work 
closely with,” Officer Lavin urged.  “Best thing to do is call us, 
call us, call us.  If you see anything, call.”   Beyond ticketing and 
towing, the police acknowledged that their hands were tied.  “It’s 
really hard to get warrants or prosecute for quality-of-life crimes, 
they’re not felonies.  The City Attorney can’t do anything.  The 
first goal we have is to get them out of the neighborhood,” said 

 



 

Hall.  As for out-of-the-box ideas, Hall told IBNA “a lot of what 
you’re asking us to do is above our pay grade.”                                                      
 
“Is it really a police officer’s power to decide who can be present 
in a neighborhood; and is that decision based on class or race or 
disability?” Friedenbach wondered. “It is a power that is 
fundamentally illegal.  Looking at the big picture, it doesn’t serve 
anybody to use police. It’s a failed strategy, there’s so much wasted 
money. Homeless haven’t decreased. With all the police arrests, 
they start getting a record, then it’s harder to get a place to live, a 
job. We’re pushing them farther away from services,” she said.   
IBNA members unanimously pointed to a “long-time lack of 
leadership on this issue; not just Malia Cohen, who to be fair just 
got started, but all levels of officials and especially staff for many 
years,” Fox said. “It seems as if the people approving the signs 
didn’t anticipate the issue of  pushing the campers to other 
neighborhoods.  What are they being paid to do?”   After the 
meeting, a single RV was parked on Walker, with a half-dozen 
others on Innes. The vehicles were plastered with crude, hand-
made signs, asserting taxpayer rights to parking spaces, and 
protesting DPT and SFPD harassment.  “The signs are absurd,” 
Hammon said. 
 
 “The question is how as a community can we support each other, 
address the issue collectively, break down the barriers of fear that 
exist between humans? When people are angry, it’s hard to get to a 
place with answers. The way to do it is to focus on solutions,” 
Friedenbach said. 
                                                                                                                 
© Potrero View 
***************************************************** 
Author’s Note:  I can’t help but focus on this man, John Zwolinski, 
because my RV keeps being photographed by him  (see the ABC 
news reel in the video gallery of this book’s website:  
www.mybigfatbookofgypsytravellerhate.ramonamayon.com  to see 
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how Mr. Zowolinski looks standing where my RV parks.  I am one 
of the ‘** or 20 or is it 30 RVs’  he is complaining about.   But let’s 
present John as he sees himself:  on FaceBook for a search of Mr. 
Zwolinski/La Playa Great Highway Rvs produced this Jan 3, 2011: 
 
http://www.facebook.com/media/set/comments/?set=a.1308518569
64571.19389.110718242311266  
Reporter Rob Roth (right) of KTVU news talks with John 
Zwolinski of the La Playa / Great Highway Neighborhood Watch 
group Monday afternoon on Lower Great Highway. Following the 
Ocean Beach Bulletin's coverage of residents' concerns about high 
numbers of people camping in vehicles near the Great Highway, 
KTVU and other media outlets have picked up the story.   (there 
were no ‘likes‘ as of March 9, 2012) 
 
COMMENTS 
Lianne Milton they should also check out the dunes, another 
popular camping spot, i'm sure you know, along with human feces 
left behind.   January 3, 2011 at 4:02pm · Like ·  1 
* 
Clarice Moody Ocean Beach Bulletin breaking news!! Yes.   
January 3, 2011 at 5:52pm · Like 
* 
Krista Boscoe well done OB    January 3, 2011 at 9:58pm · Like 
* 
Tigi Lis Coyle Jeez, whatever happened to California! Is there an 
exception for surfers cos they are "ok"? WTF?  "NIMBY" (look it 
up)   January 3, 2011 at 11:55pm · Like ·  1 
* 
Santiphap Han Ruangsin where are the restrooms at Ocean 
Beach?    January 5, 2011 at 9:53pm · Like ·  1 
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largely-unreported-say-officials-and-residents/ 
Golden Gate Park crime largely unreported,  
say officials and residents 
Posted by Tom Prete on 12/14/10 • Categorized as News In-Depth 
 
Public safety on the west end of Golden Gate Park could be 
improved with more activity and brighter lighting, say officials and 
some neighborhood residents. But some park advocates are 
concerned about the impact of bright lighting on wildlife.  Golden 
Gate Park, that common backyard for all San Francisco, is a 
frequent site for vandalism, illegal dumping, theft, solicitation of 
sexual acts and illegal camping during the hours of darkness – 
plus, sometimes, more violent crimes visited largely on people 
engaged in those other illegal activities, according to police, parks 
officials and some neighborhood residents.  “I’ve grown 
increasingly afraid … to bring my family to Golden Gate Park,” 
Greg Syler told a hearing of the Board of Supervisors’ City 
Operations and Neighborhood Services Committee on Monday. 
“As a citizen, I don’t want this park to decline to the point that I no 
longer want to use it.”  Supervisor Carmen Chu, who represents 
District 4 (primarily the Sunset and Parkside districts), called the 
hearing to discuss various park safety issues.  Syler is a member of 
the Friends of West Sunset Playground and the Neighborhood 
Parks Council, but he said his comments were not made on behalf 
of either group.  Capt. Richard Corriea of the Police Department’s 
Richmond Station – which patrols most of Golden Gate Park – said 
he didn’t have figures showing whether current crime rates are 
better or worse than previous years. But he expressed confidence 
that the problem is worse than any statistics would show.  That, he 
said, is because many of the victims of muggings, assaults and 
other violent crimes don’t want to talk to the police because they 
are illegal campers, underage drinkers, or in the park for other 
illegal purposes. 
 

 



 

“Many of the people we encounter in the park are not the ones who 
will be calling the police asking for help,” Corriea said.  
Recreation and Park Department General Manager Phil Ginsburg 
said that one measure that may help deter crime in the west end of 
the park, near Ocean Beach, is better lighting and increased use of 
the City’s Beach Chalet soccer fields.  “We think improved 
activation and lighting at the Beach Chalet soccer fields is an 
important improvement for public safety,” Ginsburg said. 
 
But that brighter lighting is a glaring problem to Katherine Howard 
of the Golden Gate Park Preservation Alliance.  “Introducing 
stadium lighting is totally inappropriate,” Howard told supervisors, 
citing concern for the possible impact on birds and animals in the 
area of unnaturally bright nights.  But the bigger question, Howard 
said, is how much development is appropriate for the park. 
 
One close observer of the Outer Sunset neighborhood near the 
park, however, says that much of the west end of Golden Gate Park 
is so badly trampled and trashed by a continuous flow of people 
soliciting sex acts that it’s hard to imagine lights making things any 
worse.  “There’s wildlife in there, but it ain’t animals,” John 
Zwolinski of La Playa/Great Highway Neighborhood Watch said 
after the meeting. “I would love to see lighting, I would love to see 
positive use supplant the negative use.”  Zwolinski echoed 
Corriea’s comments about unreported crime, and said people in the 
park for illegal purposes, including “cruising,” attract other people 
who seek to victimize them.  “If they get mugged, they’re not 
going to say anything about it. … That makes it a desirable place 
for other folks to come and prey on them,” he said. 
 
Monday’s meeting came as Mayor Gavin Newsom is preparing 
legislation to close down Golden Gate Park – and perhaps other 
parks – at night. A parks official told the committee Monday that 
San Francisco is the only U.S. city of its size or larger that does not 
have a park curfew.  Zwolinski said that although he supports the 

 



 

idea of reducing camping in the park, he has little doubt about one 
impact of closing it at night.  “If they’re more aggressive about 
moving RVs and campers out of the park, [the campers are] going 
to end up in our neighborhood,” he said.   Zwonlinski said that 
after previous crackdowns on park camping on the east end of 
Golden Gate Park, he noticed more campers on the west end and in 
the Ocean Beach dunes west of the Great Highway. 
 
                                                                                                                  
© Ocean Beach Bulletin  
***************************************************** 
http://oceanbeachbulletin.com/2010/12/30/great-highway-car-
campers-draw-neighborhood-complaints-and-police-action/ 
 
Great Highway car campers draw neighborhood 
complaints – and police action 
Posted by Tom Prete on 12/30/10 • Categorized as Local News 
 
On Dec. 29, police posted notices on RVs parked along the Lower 
Great Highway informing owners that the vehicles might be 
parked illegally.  Concerns from residents of the Outer Sunset 
about an increase in the number of people sleeping in cars and vans 
along the Lower Great Highway brought a swift response from 
police Wednesday,  as officers from Taraval Station visited the RVs 
that night to post warnings on vehicles parked illegally.  But 
neighborhood residents say they’ve grown so tired of dealing with 
the issue that they intend to pursue changes in City parking rules to 
provide a more comprehensive approach to it. 
 
Wednesday morning, the La Playa / Great Highway Neighborhood 
Watch group distributed a set of photographs to its members 
showing 11 vehicles in which the group said people were illegally 
sleeping overnight, and by 6 p.m. that evening police were in the 
area, going from car to car. Early Thursday morning, bright pink 

 



 

notices were visible on the windshields of at least half a dozen 
vehicles parked between Judah Street and Lincoln Boulevard. 
 
Campers of various kinds have been common in that area for years, 
but nearby residents say that the number of people sleeping in cars 
and RVs now matches historic highs. And when the car-camping 
population reaches that level, they say, other neighborhood 
problems often follow.   John Zwolinski of the neighborhood 
watch group says that the car camping itself isn’t that much of a 
problem. Some of the people living in RVs there aren’t looking for 
trouble, he says, just a quiet place to sleep.  But “the problem is all 
the quality-of-life issues that go along with it,” he said.  Zwolinski 
said that occupants of some RVs have dumped raw sewage from 
vehicle tanks into storm drains and onto sidewalks while others got 
drunk every day and harassed people in the neighborhood. He said 
that a man once threatened him with a gun when he saw Zwolinski 
write down the license-plate number of his vehicle. Plus, he said, 
some car-campers in the past have used their vehicles as 
convenient locations for prostitution and drug sales.  Neighbors’ 
concerns about car campers are familiar to Sgt. Judy Riggle of the 
Police Department’s Taraval Station, which covers an area 
including the Sunset and Parkside districts.  “I’d noticed in the past 
couple days that [the number of car campers] seemed a little 
worse,” Riggle said. 
 
Riggle said that police try to respond to neighborhood complaints 
as best they can, but sometimes there’s only so much they can do 
under the law. For instance, it’s illegal to sleep overnight in a car 
parked on city streets — but if police knock on the door of an RV 
in the middle of the night and the occupants don’t answer, officers 
can’t just barge in. 
 
Many car campers know these legal limitations well, said Riggle.  
A line of parked RVs and campers stretches along Lower Great 
Highway.  “I don’t think we’ve had any citations for car camping 

 



 

in a long time, because they don’t answer the door,” she said.  
Another issue is that some car campers know that the City sweeps 
many streets just every two weeks now, instead of the former 
weekly schedule, Riggle said — so they think they are allowed to 
stay in one spot until the next time the street sweeper comes.  “I 
think it became a real problem when we went to every other 
week,” she said.  Zwolinski is sympathetic to the legal and staffing 
limitations of the SFPD.  “I’m really aware of what Taraval Station 
is trying to do with the resources they have,” Zwolinsky said.  Still, 
he said that his group would look into adjusting city parking rules.  
They don’t want to use the two-hour time limits common in areas 
with residential-permit parking controls, he said, since so many 
beach-goers want to park for the day. He said that perhaps one 
alternative is to limit the size of vehicles that can be parked in the 
area.  Zwolinski said his group would take up parking regulations 
with Supervisor Carmen Chu, who recently called a hearing on 
crime and safety in the nearby western end of Golden Gate Park. 
                                                                                                                
© Ocean Beach Bulletin 
***************************************************** 
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Car camping in Outer Sunset presents many 
problems but few solutions 
Posted by Mark Lukach on 6/13/11 • Categorized as News In-
Depth 
 
Cammy Blackstone, an aide to Supervisor Carmen Chu, called it a 
“prickly, complex issue.” John Zwolinski, the block captain for La 
Playa / Great Highway Neighborhood Watch, described the 
situation as “very stressful to those of us who live in the 
neighborhood.” Meanwhile, Bob Offer-Westort of the San 
Francisco Coalition on Homelessness characterized it as a 

 



 

symptom of the “nationwide increase in homelessness.”  Whatever 
you want to call it, it’s easy to see what people are talking about:   
On any given day, parked along the Lower Great Highway, 
primarily between Lincoln Way and Lawton Street, are habitation 
vehicles — RVs and campers, often as many as 15 or 20 of them.   
On June 5, Zwolinski posted pictures on a Yahoo! group with a 
simple message: “Had a few minutes this afternoon so I posted 
pics of issues —  and a couple people —  down here that may be 
worthy of your concern.”  What followed was an extensive photo 
album of car campers and RVs, trash and people. 
 
Zwolinski’s photos highlighted what has been a concern of Great 
Highway residents for years. The Bulletin reported in December 
2010 that concerned citizen action had prompted police response to 
this issue, but according to Zwolinski the problem now seems 
worse, not better.   “In the last six to eight months, the campers 
seem to have really dug into the neighborhood and don’t seem to 
want to circulate,” Zwolinski said.  “The problem isn’t the guys 
themselves who live in the RV’s. But there are no hookups for 
campers down here. So these guys tend to use the woods for the 
bathroom,” Zwolinski said. “Also, garbage gets typically thrown 
out, right on the road. There is a lot of drug use, and people end up 
coming and going for drug sales.  When you have a heavy 
concentration of 20 campers along a small stretch of road, it’s a 
pretty big problem.” The campers mostly center around Lincoln 
Boulevard along the Lower Great Highway.  A nearby motel has 
free WiFi and a coffee shop has a bathroom, which makes the area 
attractive for overnight sleeping. 
 
Photo shown of a broken window supposedly left behind by an RV 
 
There are posted regulations prohibiting long-term parking along 
the Great Highway. If residents have concerns about a parked car, 
they can call 311 to report the issue.  But as Blackstone pointed 
out, that approach doesn’t necessarily address the issue. At least 

 



 

not in a timely manner. 
 
“If there’s an RV, a resident can call 311. But that will take a day or 
two for 311 to process,” she said. “Then, 311 needs to send out [the 
San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency] in order to post a 
72-hour warning notice on the RV. That often takes another day or 
two. So by the time the 72 warning expires, it’s been more like a 
week and a half.  The whole process can be very frustrating for 
residents, with a lot of red tape.”  Overnight car habitation along 
the Great Highway is explicitly prohibited by a 2007 restriction 
implemented by then-supervisor Ed Jew. That law makes it illegal 
to sleep in a car parked on the Great Highway between 10 p.m. and 
6 a.m.  Sgt. Kevin Mannix of the Taraval Police Station explained 
that even such a clear-cut ordinance is difficult to enforce.   “We 
approach overnight vehicles and knock on the door. But if they 
don’t answer, we can’t enter without a search warrant,” Mannix 
said.  “We try to coax the inhabitant out, and usually they open the 
door when they see a uniform. But there are people who don’t 
open, and there’s not much we can do in those situations.”  The 
result is a lot of frustrated hand-wringing, and questions over how 
to address a problem that has resurfaced countless times over the 
last decade.  Chu’s office is hosting periodic meetings, which 
include police and resident groups, to discuss solutions.  One of the 
ideas is to turn the area into a permit-parking area, like much of the 
rest of the city. Street parking would be limited to two hours, 
except for those who have neighborhood-resident permits.  
Blackstone anticipated possible resistance to such a plan.  “If we 
implement resident parking, does that mean everyone who lives 
here is ready to pay $100 per year to park their car on the street? 
You don’t want to make the residents have to pay in order to 
remove the blight.”  Another possibility is to ban any campers and 
similar vehicles from parking on the Lower Great Highway.  But as 
Mannix noted, “There are people who live in the neighborhood 
who might own a camper as well.” Bob Offer-Westort of the San 
Francisco Coalition on Homelessness was skeptical of any 

 



 

proposals that would eliminate RVs and campers from the Lower 
Great Highway.  “The notion that we can just ‘make this problem 
go away’ isn’t a very realistic one. I’m sympathetic to people’s 
frustrations, but they are not rooted in reality,” he said.  “The 
reality is that we have poverty in our country, and we need to 
address it in a more serious way. We can’t run away from it, or 
make it run away from us,” Offer-Westort said. 
 
Meanwhile, the search for a solution goes on.  “It seems to be 
coming to a head because the problem tends to get worse in the 
summer,” Blackstone said.  “We’re being very careful that 
whatever we pursue, it minimizes the impact on the residents but 
also addresses the difficulties of enforcement, having somewhere 
for the people to go, and not simply trying to push the problem 
somewhere else.”                
 
All photos in this story were provided by John Zwolinski 
 
COMMENTS 
*blendergasket  June 30, 2011 • 7:07 pm 
I’m glad to see this pervasive sentiment here. I too fear and hate 
those who are less fortunate than myself and have fallen on hard 
times to the extent that they have nowhere other than a vehicle to 
call home but I was ashamed of my position and thought other 
people better than myself would call it selfish, callous or even 
inhumanly cruel. We definitely shouldn’t work with them to find a 
way to mitigate the negative impact they have on the 
neighborhood. In fact, the best thing to do would be to round them 
up, put them and march them into a massive meat grinder. Then we 
can make stir delicious spices into them and put them into 
vegetarian sausage husks and have a vagrant-sausage barbeque. 
* 
John Zwolinski    July 8, 2011 • 3:33 pm    Yes, Blendergasket, 
there certainly are some folks camping down here who simply 
have “fallen on hard times” and are just trying to keep a roof over 

 



 

their heads. We’ve gotten to know several over the years, and, 
believe it or not, have helped them out in various ways from time 
to time. And, there are other folks residing in vehicles down here 
who enjoy the freedom of living off-the-grid, and who like the 
proximity to the beach and the park; we know several of them, too. 
But, unfortunately, among the inhabitants of an encampment the 
size that we’ve had along LGH for much of the past year (15-20 
inhabited vehicles on a three-block stretch, and many others on 
adjacent blocks)   (notice in another entry, John inflates that to 30 
campers) there are inevitably people with serious drug, alcohol, 
criminal and mental health issues, and those who regularly leave 
human waste, garbage and even used needles behind that neighbors 
must avoid and city and park employees must pick up. That’s not 
“fear” or “hatred” talking, that’s just a sad fact that people 
familiar and close to the situation, like police officers, SFMTA 
workers, paramedics, and park gardeners, as well as neighbors 
whose position you take issue with, would readily confirm.  No 
one actually working to solve this problem is calling for a “vagrant 
barbeque.” It’s a given that these folks need viable alternatives to 
camping on residential streets, and access to support and services 
as needed. But pretending that the problem here is our lack of 
compassion, and not the meth-head in the camper across the 
street, helps neither the addict nor the neighborhood. 
* 
Mark   June 17, 2011 • 7:06 pm   On any given day if you are 
walking by the RVs you will find: needles, odor of marijuana, 
stench of urine, dumped garbage, loud generators, broken bottles, 
etc, etc, etc, etc… Needless to say, it’s absolutely disgusting!! 
When my friends and family pay a visit, they are always asking 
about their safety because of the RVs which are parked across the 
street from my residence. 
 
Dear City Hall, 
I pay property taxes to live in this city, and I am tired of RVs!! 
Please place an enforcement program to ensure the RVs are gone, 

 



 

so I can feel safe in my neighborhood. 
 
Sincerely, 
Tired of the RVs!!! 
* 
norm  June 16, 2011 • 10:39 am   I live on La Playa st. (this is 
exactly where we live, these campers are us too, we are lumped in 
with the “bad“ ones).   We’ve had some abusive and disrespectful 
car-campers in the past but the situation (at least in front of my 
house) has much improved. However, it is still bad and will worsen 
if unchecked.  I would like to see some webcams installed so that 
the police can record. Then they can use the recordings in evidence 
at court to stop people breaking the law. 
* 
Martin & Frances Larkin  June 16, 2011 • 10:07 am   For the 
first time in the 64 Years we have lived here at the Beach we are 
now ashamed of the change in the environment causes by the 
campers and commercial vehicles on Lower Great Highway and 
Lincoln Way. They are allowed to use this area to live in the 
Vehicles, store them, and use the bushes in the Golden Gate Park 
and the Lower Great Highway berm for a toilet…We have 
protested to no avail. Please, someone…..HELP. 
* 
NoMoreRV  June 15, 2011 • 11:39 pm   What do the RV’s bring to 
the Outer Sunset?  Hazardous Trash, Panhandling, Illegal 
Narcotics, Aggressive Dogs,  Human Feces, Oil and Gasoline 
Dumping.   What’s next? 

V Jenny   June 15, 2011 • 11:20 pm   this used to be a wonderful 
neighborhood to live in, and has become a feces, drug, grafitti, 
crime ridden, drug and sex store because if the non tax paying 
people polluting the environment, lurking in the bushes, 
robbing our cars and homes, taking up precious and valuable 
parking spaces for high rent paying, hard working people.  I 

 



 

don’t feel safe anymore. the police would rather ticket me for 
driving 30 on the great highway, than enforce the laws and get rid 
of these law breakers who are sucking money from the city. they 
come from all over the country because they know sfpd does 
nothing. maybe we should all quit our jobs, stop paying rent, 
pollute and drag neighborhoods into the gutter, like they are why 
do they get a free ride?? why don’t they have to contribute to 
society. ? why aren’t the existing laws being enforced?  why aren’t 
their campers booted, ticketed, towed? why are we paying for their 
garbage and feces removal while they destroy the neighborhood 
and park?  they will soon strip all the trees bear and burn the 
park down if something isn’t done. 
* 
heatherb  June 15, 2011 • 10:56 pm   I’m a local resident/home 
owner, a mother, a liberal and an active civil servant. I care about 
safety. I care about our beach/park environment. I care about my 
family and my neighbors. Transient people living in dilapidated 
campers don’t offer anything to my neighborhood (we live in a 
dilapidated camper because the very nice schoolbus we lived in 
was seized the City but in spite of losing our home and belongings, 
we managed to raise 2 sons who became Marines and 2 other 
children: a daughter about to start college to be a Broadcast 
Journalist and our 3rd son well on his way to being a football 
star… four kids who have lived & gone to school & worked at the 
grocery store or the mall & paid taxes in this neighborhood for 
over a decade ~ ~ ~ amidst your open hate ~ ~ ~  I feel that as a 
human being but also as a mother, I have brought a great deal of 
good to your neighborhood)  and they certainly don’t help to 
make it safe. The increased litter, sewage, drug and alcohol use, 
prostitution and general lack of respect for their 
surroundings…added to the rude and sometimes threatening 
behavior, create a serious problem. This needs to be addressed by 
our elected officials and supported by our police. Now! (I agree. 
As soon as I self-publish this book, I have a brief I am filing and 
intend to ask a judge to examine this unconstitutional law that says 

 



 

I, because I am a gypsyTraveller, have NO the right  under 
California’s Constitutional to pursue and obtain happiness, safety 
and privacy. )  

V  Biker Paul  June 15, 2011 • 8:47 pm 
If the city can ban pet stores in a certain area of Geary then there 
should be a ban of RV’s on this street. Very few people who own 
RV’s in the city keep them on the street. An RV is very expensive 
and is a magnet for breaking and entering. Have tow away after 
10PM, first police contact to tell them to move and if they do not 
answer the door tow away the vehicle with them inside. The 
problem would be solved quickly. 

V Steve Ward  June 15, 2011 • 4:54 pm     
I talked to two cops last night and they recognize the problem but 
said, what we’ve heard before that the present habitation restriction 
is unenforceable because people don’t answer the door. Also I 
feel that a wieght restriction option would only be partially 
effective and some of the wrong people would be penalized. 
That’s why I think a new ordinance is the answer……something 
like NO PARKING HABITATION VEHICLES BETWEEN 10PM 
& 6AM….. A habitation vehicle would be defined as any vehicle 
in which a person five feet tall could stand errect, which vehicle 
could serve a habitation function such as sleeping or 
cooking………..This way our night time parking enforcement 
officer, we have 12, could take care of this problem and leave 
the police available for other urgent problems. The fine should be 
comparable to a hotel stay……..say $100………….I believe this 
would solve this disgraceful health hazard….We need 
Habitation Vehicle Regulation…… 
* 
Andy Sohn   June 15, 2011 • 11:48 am   Anyone who says the 
camper problem is okay clearly does not have children (what 
about MY children?) or care about public safety. When the 

 



 

camper shows up on your front door, dumps sewage in the gutter in 
front of your house, sells hookers in plain view, has teenagers in 
to buy drugs, gets belligerent and threatening when you ask them 
to leave, then you will know how we feel. I care that people have a 
roof over their head and we are compassionate with many of the 
homeless that live in our area. We regularly give them clothing, 
sleeping bags, bedding, food, and dog food. The campers are 
different and they need to leave residential neighborhoods – 
period. 
* 
John Zwolinski   June 15, 2011 • 11:44 am   This is a fair and 
balanced piece. Good work, OBB!  What we have here are two 
problems. The big one is solving the problem of folks living in 
vehicles on the streets of San Francisco. Achieving that will 
require, on one hand, identifying legal, affordable, safe alternative 
places for these folks to move to (a.k.a  segregation or is it 
apartheid ~ even as legal-minded as I am, I just can‘t figure out 
the subtle differences between segregation and apartheid as 
opposed to a metaphorical genocide because I am actually inside 
the problem, or as Zwolinski puts it to the media repeatedly, I am 
the problem) and, on the other, the means to enforce no-habitation 
ordinances if they choose to remain on residential streets. 
Supervisor Chu and her staff, concerned citizens, SFPD and other 
stakeholders are exploring approaches to solving this overarching 
problem. 
 
The smaller, more immediate problem is breaking up and 
dispersing what has become a de facto established encampment on 
Lower Great Highway. We’ve been averaging around 20 occupied 
habitation vehicles a night on LGH between Lincoln and Lawton 
(a dozen to fifteen just between Lincoln and Judah) for many 
months now. As the article says, we’ve had campers, vans and 
RV’s down here for decades, but when you get the sort of density 
we’ve been experiencing for as long as we’ve been experiencing it, 
the neighborhood does suffer: The green-strip along LGH between 

 



 

Lincoln and Judah has become essentially a two-block, open air 
latrine (OBB discretely chose not to publish photographic evidence 
of this, but it’s so bad you can smell it as you walk along the path). 
There are also piles of human waste here and there along the grass 
just outside the campers. There are bags and loose piles of 
“household” garbage left along the curb (e.g., cereal boxes, milk 
containers, empty food cans and liquor bottles…in other words, 
not the sort of garbage day-trippers and beach-goers would tend to 
leave behind). There’s more panhandling, more public drinking 
and intoxication, more drug sales and use, more “sketchy” 
individuals, more folks you don’t know overnighting yards from 
your home, and far less available parking.   Not every camper is a 
problem, certainly, (let’s see, this camper contains parents of not 
one but two Marines, plus two other children finally doing well, 
our own parents well-to-do oilmen, one in the Pipeliner’s Hall of 
Fame and the other a retired vice-president of Mobile Oil, and we, 
well, lets just say, my husband and I spend all the other childless 
hours of every day writing)  but among a population this big you 
inevitably get some who are. For example, we’ve caught campers 
emptying their sewage tanks into the storm-drains in front of our 
house in the wee-hours. Some campers leave used needles outside 
their vehicles. This past weekend I encountered a regular 
overnighter securing his “stash” in the branches of a tree outside 
his RV. One young guy who has been living in his van down here 
for years turns tricks in the woods behind the Murphy Windmill. 
These aren’t the sort of folks who make great neighbors  (Really?  
You ought to ask the people from Sunset Youth Services who all dug 
in their pockets and kept our family afloat for 3 weeks after the 
police seized our schoolbus in 2006; as a surprise, they bought us 
the little beige RV that Zwolinski highlights in one of his pictures at 
Ocean Beach Bulletin ~ in the back left window, it has the small, 
red & gold insignia as a seal that says Proud Parent of a Marine). 
Moving these guys along won’t solve the bigger problem – that 
will take creativity, consensus, resources and time. But it will give 
our long-suffering corner of the Outer Sunset a much-needed 

 



 

break. 
* 
4oceans   June 14, 2011 • 10:26 am   This has been problem for 
decades. The City is to blame. Instead of setting aside an RV Park 
for vehicle homeless (why should my children who love the Sunset 
Youth Services on Judah and consider the cornerstone of their 
vacation and after school time, why should they suddenly be put in 
a pen with all these dreadful people you keep seeing depicted in 
these comments?) that includes water and sewage hook ups and 
infrastructure, the City for years has turned a blind eye to informal 
car camping at the beach. It is part of a long well established 
history of treating the beach like a dump. The only effective 
mechanism my neighbors and I have ever found for this is direct 
intervention. If you don’t encourage movement or if a vehicular 
homeless or semi-truck storage operation goes on for more than a 
day …. they’ll be less likely to move the next day. Third day 
usually involves beach chairs and BBQ on the lawn slope below 
the bike path. A sort of homestead operation begins. And …. 
sewage and trash soon begin to pile up as well. 
*Karen   June 13, 2011 • 9:34 pm 
I’d rather see people with some kind of roof over their head than 
sleeping in a doorway or in the park. Perhaps the garbage and other 
issues can be targeted instead of the vehicle habitation. 

V  Good Morning  June 14, 2011 • 9:13 pm   The City does not 
owe anyone an RV park, it spends 500 Million dollars a year on 
services. The people living in their vehicles game the system. 
They do not pay for use of the street. They do not pay property 
tax (though they occupy a section of the city).  They do not 
contribute to city services. What they do get is free garbage pick-
up. They cost the city a bundle in police services. If the cops aren’t 
responding to it, they are dealing with the neighborhood 
complaining about it. The higher ups are discussing it. The BOS is 
trying to legislate something to control it. All costing money, but 

 



 

The homeless advocates pay their tickets or get them thrown out.  
Let’s discuss intervention. “No-I like living in my Dolphin RV at 
25th and Lincoln.” I don’t want to move into an SRO, section 8, 
get a job, or go to a shelter-this is much better.  RV park? They 
won’t use it. Even if it were free. That would not facilitate them 
living so close to the park, being able to hide, or shroud their 
criminal history of sex registrant status.  How about mental 
cases. Accept our services! No! Please accept our services? NO!  
Pretty please accept our services? No! 
 
Protect your neighborhood, rally the community, and don’t give 
up. Golden Gate Park-all of it-should be the diamond of San 
Francisco. La Playa has turned into a joke. When I grew up, there 
was none of this.  I don’t advocate rounding up anyone. Due 
process is important. The solution is properly legislate RV urban 
camping that does not allow for this SF laughable BS gaming. 
 
(Author’s Note:  again, what constitutes a V  for violence,  
especially when it is directly aimed against YOU and your RV?   It 
is the phrase,  “Protect your neighborhood,  THEY do not pay for 
use of the steets, THEY game the system, THEY hide, THEY have 
criminal history“…yet of course “due process is important.  I’ve 
had quite a dose of San Francisco’s version of due process see 
www.ramonamayon.com ) 
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SF tries to find solution for homeless living in RVs 
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(REPORT HAS A VIDEO WITH IT, WHERE OUR RV IS SHOWN) 
 
SAN FRANCISCO (KGO) -- Everyone knows there's a homeless 
problem in downtown San Francisco, but it's also an issue in 
neighborhoods near the Great Highway, where it's not as 
noticeable. People are living on the streets there as well -- not 
outdoors, but in cars, campers and vans.  It is summer time and the 
RV's are lined up along La Playa Street, just below the Great 
Highway across from San Francisco's Ocean Beach. But they aren't 
vacation campers, the vehicles are people's homes. 
 
"I've been living in this city all my life, where I live and how I live 
is none of your business," one person said. The man was arguing 
with John Zwolinski who heads up the La Playa Neighborhood 
Watch. His group has had enough of the encampment.  Sometimes 
as many as 20 RV's park on a two block stretch.  "Not everybody 
in the vehicles is a problem, but with a group this large you do 
have problems, drinking, drug use, drug sales, used needles outside 
the RV's and this is where we walk and where our children walk," 
Zwolinski said. 
 
"Some drop sewage into the sewer system, they urinate and 
defecate; I've got pictures to prove it," San Francisco Police Sgt. 
Kevin Mannix said.  Police say the situation has existed for years. 
There is a city law against sleeping in vehicles from 10 p.m. to 6 
a.m. but officers have to actually see a violator to cite him. 
 
Parking control leaves warnings indicating it's illegal to park in 
one spot for longer than 72 hours, but those who are savvy have 
figured that out. To comply with the warning, campers only have to 
move one block away and they can park until they receive another 
notice. So as one officer said, it's simply a game of cat and mouse.  
Homeless advocates say a renewed police crackdown will not 
work.  "People get pushed from one neighborhood to another, that 

 



 

is the pattern in San Francisco. We focus on one neighborhood, 
push them to another and then somewhere else; that's not a solution 
of any kind," San Francisco Coalition on Homelessness 
spokesperson Bob Offer-Westort said.  The district supervisor 
Carmen Chu is examining strategies.. Though she says the focus 
should be not just on the campers, but also commercial vehicles 
that are taking up public space. 
 
"One of the things we're talking about is some kind of permitting 
idea for oversize vehicles& Some kind of registration is another 
potential option," San Francisco Supervisor Carmen Chu said.  
Mannix says the solution might be a designated area somewhere in 
the city for RV's. 
 
"Let's make it an appropriate place where there are bathrooms 
available, showers available," he said.   It's a good long-term 
solution in Zwolinski's opinion, but in the short term, he says, 
they have to go.  A new enforcement push has moved some 
vehicles along, but everyone agrees they'll be back. 
                                                                                                                              
© KGO-TV/DT 
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http://blog.rvlifestyleexperts.com/2011/08/rvs-and-homelessness-
in-san-franciso.html 
     RVs and homelessness in San Francisco 
     by Jaimie Hall Bruzenak on August 08, 2011 in Current Affairs  
 
The problem of homeless people living in RVs has been an issue in 
Venice for the past year or more. Los Angeles County and Venice 
took action, finally, to have more control over where they park. 
Some of those living in RVs dumped sewage right in the streets. 
That was the last straw. 
 
San Francisco, known for its laws protecting tenant rights, is now 

 



 

facing a similar issue. As many as 20 RVs at a time live along a 
two-block section of La Playa Street near Ocean Beach, according 
to ABC.com. A policeman is quoted as saying he has photos of 
people urinating, defecating, and dumping sewage into the sewage 
system. Though it is illegal to park in the same spot more than 72-
hours, people living in RVs have figured out how to beat the 
system. There is also a law prohibiting people from sleeping in 
their RVs from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m., but officers have to actually see 
the violator in order to cite them. Pretty hard if curtains are closed.  
They have been cracking down on these homeless RVers, forcing 
them to move. But everyone agrees, they'll be back. 
 
What do you think? Is living in RVs better for the city than having 
homeless live on park benches or set up tents somewhere? Who 
has the obligation to provide for them? Should the city have RV 
parking/parks for these individuals? Leave a comment below. 
Jaimie Hall Bruzenak 
 
COMMENTS 
I was visiting my brother in SF this past winter with my RV. The 
neighborhood vigilantes would call the city to come and post a 
notice on my rig that I had two days to move, even though we had 
talked to everybody we thought might object. Nowhere else for me 
to park so I would go out to Contra Costa County for a while. I 
understand the problem but do think living in an RV is better than 
living on the street, especially since they got rid of the SRO hotels. 
Maybe they could find some empty land somewhere and move 
older RVs in for the homeless and really poor to live. 
Posted by: Lindig Harris | August 08, 2011 at 07:05 PM 
*  
Forgot to say that my rig is only 22ft long so it's not as though it 
was a behemoth taking up several parking spots.   Posted by: 
Lindig Harris | August 08, 2011 at 07:07 PM 
* 
Thanks for your comment. It is a problem with no easy solution. If 

 



 

they could distinguish between those truly homeless because of 
loss of job, mental illness or other uncontrollable circumstance and 
those who make the choice to do so because they can get handouts 
and relief, then I'd be happier providing a place for them.  
Frustrating that a legitimate visit would result in being told to 
move on. It sounds like you can move one block away and then 
they must give you a new notice, though that might not be 
comfortable for you.     Posted by: Jaimie Hall Bruzenak | August 
08, 2011 at 07:37 PM 
* 
tax dollars are spent to pay for those streets... seems to me they are 
public property meant to be used by everyone. I do not understand 
this ticketing people who are just trying to survive, it seems 
downright evil to me to be kicking our own citizens when they are 
down... downright unamerican if you ask me. I particularly like the 
part about "dumping sewage into the sewage system" ... oh my 
goodness! SEWAGE in the SEWAGE system! Heaven forbid! 
Posted by: Keith | October 10, 2011 at 12:57 AM 
* 
Keith, Thanks for your comment. Just a note- sometimes it goes 
down storm drains, which go right into the ocean as raw sewage. 
That is not a good thing.    Jaimie 
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Undated except for the reference 31 weeks ago, today being March 
9, 2012 
    RANT:  SF tries to find solution for homeless living in Rvs 
 
Everyone knows there's a homeless problem in downtown San 
Francisco, but it's also an issue in neighborhoods near the Great 
Highway, where it's not as noticeable. People are living on the 
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streets there as well -- not outdoors, but in cars, campers and vans.  
It is summer time and the RV's are lined up along La Playa Street, 
just below the Great Highway across from San Francisco's Ocean 
Beach. But they aren't vacation campers, the vehicles are people's 
homes.   "I've been living in this city all my life, where I live and 
how I live is none of your business," one person said.  The man 
was arguing with John Zwolinski who heads up the La Playa 
Neighborhood Watch. His group has had enough of the 
encampment.  Sometimes as many as 20 RV's park on a two block 
stretch. 
 
COMMENTS 
madpie  31 weeks ago   A solution in search of a problem.    Likes 
3 
* 
hurricanewe 30 weeks ago     Living in an RV doesn't count as 
being homeless.     Likes 5 
* 
fullybrah 30 weeks ago  sf to become like newport beach 
california. its fascist but hey at least the streets are clean!    Likes 3 
* 
Cbrody 30 weeks ago 
Its summertime... Dumbass homeless campers couldnt pick a more 
depressing wasteland to camp... seriously, they couldnt choose a 
damper, colder, uglier place if they tried. must be that delicious 
coffee at Java beach and sweet muni access.      Likes3 
* 
duck dive 30 weeks ago   @Cbrody, that's a tad extreme, but your 
point is a good one, why not drive a few hundred miles South ... or 
for that matter 50 miles in any direction? Maybe they like the 
cold/fog/wind?  Likes 4 
* 
piss_shiver 30 weeks ago  Easy access to HAIR-AUHNNN, china 
white, H, smack. I seen some ragged bo bagged peeps creepin out 
them campers!       Likes 2 

 



 

* 
friscohio  30 weeks ago   Yeah I think they're betting on bleak.     
Likes 2  
* 
fullybrah 30 weeks ago 
the junkies with the campers are living high off the hog. they are 
what homeless junkies aspire to be.  that said, john zwolinski sure 
seems like a douchebag.    Likes 3 
* 
slap dash stoke  30 weeks ago 
Rolled up @OB north lot in my (non-residential) van around 5:45 
am a few weeks ago for a desperation surf. Was almost 
immediately spotlighted & questioned by SFPD about my presence 
there. First time that's happened in 15 yrs of dawn patrols. Thanks 
for nothing John Zwolinski. I politely asked officers why they 
would even bother to question me since it was well after the 10pm-
5am curfew. They claimed ignorance of the regs despite being 
parked right under the rule sign! Resident only parking regs on 
Great Hwy probably not far behind. Selfishness at its finest. F U 
Mr. Zwolinkski & Carmen Chu.      Likes 5 
* 
piss_shiver   30 weeks ago  You need to name your camper van 
beethoven, slappy von stokenstein      Likes 2 
* 
wrybread   30 weeks ago 
When I first moved to SF (1998) I lived down there in my van for 
a winter. In my experience the OB RV folks aren't junkies. Big 
drinkers yes, but not junkies. Sometimes I'd see someone dump 
some garbage in a really stupid place, but in general they were 
pretty harmless. At one point a house got robbed and the police 
cracked down on all the RVs for a few weeks, which struck me as 
so retarded, since the last thing you're going to do if you're living 
illegally somewhere is do something like break into a house.  I 
wrote up a bunch of that stuff if anyone's in the mood to read about 
RV living: 

 



 

 http://wrybread.com/WrybreadWriting/notesfromroad/01.shtml      
Likes 5 
* 
pelicanpaul  30 weeks ago   People live in vans all over town. A 
few years back I had jury duty. On the first day I am sitting down 
and who is next to me but Phil, the guy who lived outside my 
house in his van. This was bernal heights. How the hell he had a sf 
address and got jury notice seems weird but ... But civic duty 
called.   Likes 3 
* 
slap dash stoke 30 weeks ago 
Seriously though, everyone who parks in the area needs to watch 
this issue & take action if necessary. Once they drive out the 
homeless, I can see them going after all of us who park, rinse off, 
and towel change in front of their homes too. I've been to beach 
towns on the east coast that already have laws prohibiting all of the 
above. Don't let this happen in SF. Don't let the snobs win.     
Likes 2 
* 
Johnzwo (this is Mr. Zwolinski speaking now)   28 weeks ago  @ 
Slap Dash Stoke: A few guys trying to make ends meet and keep 
some sort of a roof over their heads is not a problem, and we 
neighbors actually look out for some of these guys. But for many 
months we had up to thirty campers a night along a couple of 
blocks of Lower Great Highway. Some were dumping their raw 
sewage into the storm drains, which empty out into the waves you 
surf. Some were leaving used needles outside their vehicles, where 
our kids and dogs walk. Some were using the bushes along the 
street as a latrine -- there were piles and piles of human feces along 
that strip, even on the grass (a bucket and a bag is an option, but 
some opt not to use it). Some sell drugs out of their vehicles (we 
see it happening). Some are serious meth-heads looking for 
creative ways to support their habit. Some have outstanding 
warrants or are unregistered sex offenders (this is not an 
assumption; police officers who patrol down here regularly 
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confirm this). Some turn tricks in the woods by Murphy ######. 
So this isn’t really about yuppie snobs harassing the homeless. 
This is about working-class folks (I'm a public school teacher), 
moms and dads, retirees, etc., trying to deal with the kinds of 
problems that come with having a large, virtually permanent 
vehicle encampment parked on their doorsteps.  (Author’s Note: 
versus our family of six trying to live our life and have a marriage 
and raise our children ~ ~ ~ mmm, I am sure glad YOU never 
taught MY kids, I don’t think you would have been able to contain 
your bias.)  
 
And, by the way, the signs along LGH say 10:00-6:00, not 10:00-
5:00. 
                                                                                                                                  
© Stoke Report 
***************************************************** 
Author’s Note:  SF’s ‘Jim Crow’ law says we are illegal from 10pm 
til 6am, but the actual parking lot at Ocean Beach says 10pm to 5 
am.  I oughta know, I’m the one who’s been here the longest. But 
no doubt John remembers me in the big black ugly schoolbus.  I 
was recently talking to an RV  dweller and he told me that we are 
talked about at the nearby Java Beach (whose owner, Pat 
McGuire, started the Neighborhood Watch that Zwolonski is so 
proud to be ’block captain’).  I asked what are they saying?  He 
replies, “They told me,  ‘yes there was a family who lived here on 
the beach with all these beautiful, blond children.  They just 
disappeared.’ ”  Ummmm actually, no, we didn’t…our bus was 
seized by the City and destroyed and our household goods that we 
couldn’t carry away were either given to Goodwill or thrown away.  
We moved into a small somewhat shabby older beige RV, that we 
were blessed with by our children‘s neighborhood Youth Center.  
We didn’t disappear at all.  Sunset is our kids’ neighborhood.  At 
the time the bus was seized, we couldn’t go live in some other 
neighborhood because our middle son, Morgan, worked as a 
bagger (and then a checker) at the nearby Safeway.  Three weeks 

 



 

after his 18th birthday, he enlisted in the Marines and  is now a 
member or the elite ReCon division and as I write, he is in 
Afghanistan on his second tour, his new bride waiting for him in 
San Diego.  He has already re-enlisted.  That’s what was in ONE of 
the shabby RVs that John Zwolinski hates so much. 
 
This is America John, move over, there has to be room for 
everybody.  I am going to ask a judge though actually more than 
just one, because I fully intend to take on the appeals process, an 
advantage of the years in court fighting a custody battle with the 
City Attorney‘s office (unless of course, the Sanctuary City of San 
Francisco is willing to concede that they are wrong-headed about 
their anti-nomadic laws and will voluntarily get rid of this codified 
bigotry).  I don’t really think it is legal for you to talk about me like 
you do, while you film my house, my property.  Even if I knew 
where you live, I am pretty sure it is illegal to film your home as I 
announce dislike for your ethnic group.  I am an ethnic Scottish 
Traveller, which in Europe is a recognized minority.  I have 
characteristics I inherited just like YOU do.    
 
Now that I think about it, John, maybe there IS something deeper 
going on…Zwolinski…mmmmmm… nice Slavic name…. everyone 
over there in Eastern Europe seems to hate the gypsies…John, 
maybe you are experiencing YOUR DNA is catching up with you … 
oh sorry, am I not being politically fucking correct?  
***************************************************** 
http://www.facebook.com/oceanbeachbulletin/posts/207035906006
761 
                            Ocean Beach Bulletin 
 
The Bulletin explores the continuing issue of car camping along 
the Great Highway. Got any solutions? http://bit.ly/iJIbMJ      June 
13, 2011 
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Car camping in Outer Sunset presents many problems but few 
solutions |  
 
*Jeff Harrison It would be pretty dang easy for the city or some 
private party to open up a RV camping area near the beach! The 
closest legal RV camping to SF is Pacifica 
June 13, 2011 at 5:22pm · Like 
* 
Nick Mulford   Isn't the root of the problem that there are people 
with no where to live? And while on the podium, what about all the 
traffic on the Lower Great Highway because they never open the 
gates at the end?     June 13, 2011 at 6:00pm · Like ·  2 
* 
Tony Luini How about leaving the public bathrooms open 24 
hours? Problem SOLVED. 
June 13, 2011 at 6:20pm · Like ·  1 
* 
John Zwolinski  Well, they may not anywhere LEGAL to live, but 
they've been living down here day and night nonetheless. So if 
anyone else out there wants to offer their OWN neighborhoods as 
somewhere vehicle campers may weigh anchors for awhile, by all 
means, sing out. We've hosted scores of them down here for 
decades, and we're tapped out.    June 15, 2011 at 7:34pm · 
                                                                                                                 
©  Ocean Beach Bulletin 
***************************************************** 
NEEDS LINK!    
                    Big Vehicles Face Parking Ban 
                       By Will Reisman of the SF Examiner 
                                           Jan 2012 
 
Victor Morales has seen plenty of interesting things outside his art 
studio at 17th and Florida streets, but nothing like the sight he 
recently witnessed.  “A woman came out of her camper in the 

 



 

morning, pulled her pants down and went to the bathroom on the 
street,” Morales said. “It was pretty disgusting.”  But such 
unseemly views could be coming to an end.  Under a new 
proposal, Rvs, trailers and other large vehicles would be banned 
from parking overnight on certain streets.  The proposal would 
prevent vehicles longer than 22 feet and taller than 7 feet from 
parking on select streets between midnight and 6 a.m. It would 
target streets under highways, along industriual lots and next to 
unoccupied areas like parks.  Vehicles that violate this ban would 
be fined $65.  The ban would not affect residents with valid 
parking permits.  John Zowlinski of La Playa/Great Highway 
Neighborhood Watch (whose sole purpose is to rid the area of the 
Rvs and does so by photographing the offending vehicles, leaving 
notice on vehicle that they have been reported to police by fax) 
said trailer encampments periodically create problems on La 
Playa between Lincoln Way and Lawton Street.  Campers 
discard needles and garbage, dump dirty water into storm 
drains and traffic drugs, he said.  People are prohibited from 
sleeping in cars overnight on city streets, but the law is hard to 
enforce, police spokesman Albie Esparza said.  The ordinance 
would give officers a new tool, he said.   However, Jennefier 
Friendenbach, executive director of the San Francisco Coalition on 
Homelessness, said of whom are newly homeless due to the 
economy.  “Making overnight parking illegal isn’t going to make 
them disappear,” she said. “It just punishes people who are too 
poor to buy a place to live, and that’s not a humane response.”  The 
propsal, discussed at a San Francisco Municipal Transportation 
Agency committee meeting Friday, will be submitted to the 
agency’s board and the Board of Supervisors next month.  Vehicle 
restrictions would only go into place after a hearing. 
                                                                                                     
© SF Examiner  
***************************************************** 
    ~ Feb 1, 2012 letter to the editor in response to above article~ 

 



 

     People Living in Vehicles Aren’t Slobs 
 
I would like to take issue with the accusation that mobile dwellers 
are responsible for leaving trash in what ever neighborhood they 
park in.  This is simply not true.  I have been a mobile dweller for 
five years.  I and all the other mobile dwellers I know strive to 
maintain as low a profile as possible.  This is common sense.  
Creating big piles of garbage in whatever neighborhood one parks 
in is not part of maintaining a low profile.  From what I have seen 
in Dogpatch and the produce district, for example, most piles of 
trash are dumped by ‘fly tippers’.  People from other 
neighborhoods who show up at 3 or 4 in the morning and unload 
their minivans of old furniture, half-full cans of paint, used motor 
oil, appliances, bags of old clothes, and what have you.  I live as a 
mobile dweller because I plain cannot afford the rent in San 
Francisco.  It’s as simple as that.  Please do not make things more 
difficult by painting the mobile dweller community as verminous 
filth spreaders.    Pete Moss,   San Francisco 
***************************************************** 
http://richmondsfblog.com/2012/04/16/hustler-club-mobile-
stripper-truck-is-parking-in-the-neighborhood-do-you-care/ 
 
 
 
              Hustler Club Mobile Stripper Park Is Parking  
                    in the Neighborhood:  Do You Care? 
                                          Apr-16-2012 
 
RichmondSFBlog reader Gideon alerted us to this story that ran on 
CBS News recently about an unwelcome parker in the outer 
Richmond District. 
 
It seems that Larry Flynt’s Hustler Club, located downtown on 
Kearny Street, utilizes a special mobile stripper truck to entice 
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visitors to their club. Women dance inside the back of the truck on 
Friday and Saturday nights, trying to lure customers to pay a visit 
to the adult club.  But when the truck is not working, it’s being 
parked in our neighborhood. It first showed up at 37th and Balboa 
but after many complaints for “indecency” to Supervisor Eric 
Mar’s office, was towed for having expired tags.  It showed up 
later at 42nd and Geary, and continues to park in the neighborhood. 
Supervisor Mar tells CBS that he’s gotten a lot of calls about the 
truck, which during its first stint at 37th and Balboa, was close by 
the Anza branch library and Lafayette Elementary School.  Mar 
has had trouble getting the owners or managers of the Hustler Club 
to move their titillating truck to another location. So he’s working 
on introducing new legislation to ensure that these kinds of 
vehicles can be towed. 
 
What do you think? Are you bothered by this vehicle parking in the 
neighborhood? Leave a comment to let us know. 
 
UPDATE (Apr 17, 2012 @ 3:45pm): Supervisor Mar called today 
to let us know that he is not planning to pursue any additional 
legislation to resolve this issue. There is a city law that has been on 
the books for about 12 years which prohibits a commercial 
(advertising) vehicle from parking in the city. Mar worked with the 
SFPD to initially tow the truck for expired tags, and then when it 
returned, notify it that it was subject to a $250 – $500 citation if it 
remained parked due to the city law.  Mar said he spoke with the 
manager of the Hustler Club who indicated the truck has returned 
to Las Vegas and won’t be parking on SF streets anymore. “If I had 
to do legislation, I would have,” Mar said. “But working with the 
police and residents has successfully resolved this issue.” 
 
COMMENTS: 
Gary said,   “I don’t quite get it, is that a large viewing window on 
the side of the truck or is there a peephole somewhere?  And Mar, 
do something about punishing the graffiti makers and their parents 

 



 

marring the Richmond too.”  
* 
kayvaan said,  “I don’t particularly like it, but scantily clad 
women are all over ads on the street, tv, etc. If the truck is just 
parked I’m not really sure it’s a priority to deal with it. Do we 
really need more micro-legislation?” 
* 
Lafayette Elementary Parent said,  “I am glad this is getting 
some publicity. As a Lafayette Elementary School parent, I drive 
my daughters to school every day and we pass this vehicle parked 
near the intersection of Geary and 37th Ave on most days on our 
way to the drive-thru drop-off line at the school. This vehicle is 
parked within a few hundred feet of the Anza Library and with a 
half a block of Lafayette Elementary. Every time I drive by this 
vehicle I wonder what my daughters are thinking as they see the 
images of the women on this vehicle. I will be happy if they are 
forced to park it elsewhere.” 
* 
Jason Brock said,  “I just wish there was a strip club in the 
neighborhood, too…kidding.  I actually feel somewhat neutral 
about it.” 
* 
John Gravener said,  “I couldn’t care less about the truck. What I 
really find offensive are the people living in GG Park and the 
run-down motorhomes parked along Fulton, leaving their 
garbage. 
 
njudah said,  “I’m not sure I understand this as I should; 
 
-why would a truck for a club downtown park so far away? that 
doesn’t make any sense. 
 
-if it has expired tabs or it is parked illegally or whatever, it should 
be towed. 
 

 



 

-do we really need a special law to deal with this? couldn’t the 
owners of the truck simply cover it up when not in use, thus 
keeping the pictures that upset people from being seen when it’s 
parked? Why do we have to keep running to the government to 
solve a problem like this, which would be better for everyone if 
they just put a tarp over it and tied it down. 
 
Plus, I think a previous commenter said it best – the people 
living in GGP and who park their junky motorhomes are more 
of a threat than this, and need more attention. Put a tarp on the 
Hustlermobile and that way everyone’s cool.” 
* 
Administrator said,  @njudah – “Looks like whoever 
mans/drives/staffs the Hustler-mobile must live out in the 
Richmond District.”   Sarah B. 
* 
andrew said, “Why isn’t it illegal to drive along with scantily clad 
women pole-dancing in the back of your truck? talk about 
distracting drivers behind you. or am i understanding this truck 
wrong? is it more a mobile pole that only sees action when it 
stops?  I find the truck parking nearby weird but mostly because I 
cannot believe this truck exists legally.” 
* 
Cath said,  “My daughter also attends Lafayette, and seeing the 
truck parked on 37th just up from the school and library has taken 
me aback in the past couple of weeks. I’d rather it not be parked 
adjacent to a place where kids congregate. And I’m glad I don’t 
live on that block! 
 
That said, I’m with njudah — enforce the laws that are already on 
the books re: registration, ask the driver/owner to cover the truck 
when it’s parked and not in use, and move on with life. And yes — 
enforce the no camping/overnight parking laws in/around 
GGP, and clear out the campground at the top of the Sutro 
steps from Balboa St. (on the King property). Would be nice if 

 



 

the blight laws could be enforced there, and that’s a much 
larger concern for me than a truck with scantily-clad women on 
it.” 
* 
MattyJ said,  “Why is it when a discussion about a specific 
problem comes up, everyone comes up with their own laundry list 
of pet peeves that should have priority. I don’t get it. The homeless 
people in the park are a different problem that has nothing to 
do with this truck. Stop bringing random things up and discuss 
the issue at hand.  I don’t have kids so I’m somewhat indifferent 
about the subject matter of the truck. What I find so egregious 
about it is that it’s a billboard at all. At street level. In an area 
where I live and that has no street-level billboards. Or at least not 
many of them, just a few plastered on the sides of banks and liquor 
stores in busy commercial districts. I wonder if there is a way to 
apply the laws regarding, say, erecting a billboard on my roof to 
this mobile billboard parked in my neighborhood.” 
* 
SFBear said,   Here is the truck: 
http://www.ktsf.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/stripper-
truck.jpg 
Oh no, my 7-year old will see a picture of girl in bikini. He will be 
scarred for life. LOL  What’s the big deal?? Are we living under 
Sharia law or something?” 
* 
Alex said,  “When I went to the library last week I actually thought 
it might be there for a private party and I was like “jeez way to be 
subtle about it, folks”. Glad it’s just that the guy lives near there.  
My toddler son was probably hoping it was some sort of wheeled 
breast-feeding truck, but other than a small amount of 
disappointment realizing it was not I don’t think he was otherwise 
traumatized.” 
* 
Robin said,   “Here are my reactions… 
 

 



 

1). It’s not legal to stand in the back of a moving vehicle to begin 
with, so first off I hope that it’s parked when they’re doing their 
thing. 
 
2). As far as the truck being parked here, and I’ve seen it when I go 
to the library, I think “Why the heck is it parked here?!” It reminds 
me of the Channel 5 News truck that’s always parked on 18th Ave 
by the YMCA. Makes me go “huh?” 
 
3). Then I think about the American Apparel ads all over our buses, 
bus stops and newspapers that commonly feature young women 
with their butts up in the air and think that’s much more insidious. 
At least with this, I know *exactly* what they are selling and so do 
the people in their, um, moving advertisement. 
 
4). THEN I think that if they need to park somewhere, they should 
park pretty much anywhere else – not next to a school/library. 
 
5). Then, I think about the penis that is scrawled into a cement 
sidewalk square next to the school I work at, and roll my eyes and 
laugh.” 
* 
Mike G said,  “I doubt the truck is that big of an issue to warrant a 
law being passed. How about tackling other issues in the 
neighborhood like, people running stop signs, thefts, etc. A parked 
vehicle is a parked vehicle. And spare me the cries about it being 
parked next to a library and school, have you seen what they allow 
women to wear ton TV these days? If you have a young child that 
listens to pop music, they’ve likely already been exposed to half 
dressed women anyway. If anything, I could see an issue if the 
truck was rolling around the Richmond with girls dancing in it, but 
from what I’ve read and seen that is not the case.  If folks are so 
worried about under dressed women in the Richmond, they better 
relocate before the heat wave hits because I believe people traverse 
through the Richmond to get to the beach…….probably by way of 

 



 

the Hustler Truck.” 
* 
bob said,  “explain it away as a bouncy house for big people . . . 
much better than having the cigarette (cigs or booze) advertisement 
truck parked near a school and I can always think of much better 
things for our elected officials and law enforcement to working on.  
I’m sure that via all this publicity “mr. flint” will soon be lining the 
re-election coffer of mr. mar, then let’s see who objects.” 
* 
mel said, “I think people are bringing up other District issues 
because Mar is considering legislation to prevent the trucks from 
being parked in the neighborhood. In other words, with so many 
other issues that exist in our district, Mar is focused on one in 
which may not be what everyone wants to see, however, this truck 
is really not any different than any other vehicle that has 
advertisements.  If the tags are expired or is parked illegally (e.g., 
tow zone, blocking a driveway, etc.), then yes, it should be towed. 
However, this should also be applied to any other vehicles even if 
they have frolicking bunnies on the side. Instead of wasting time 
and resources on yet another, specific law that effectively goes 
against the first amendment; I would rather see Mar focus on 
ensuring the enforcement of laws already on the books. 
* 
nancydrew99 said,  “I don’t like the truck, but I don’t think that is 
legal grounds for its removal. I would like to see the current laws 
enforced (if they apply to this truck) but do not see the need for 
specific legislation. I’d like to see other existing laws applied to 
issues that affect quality of life in our neighborhood (illegal 
dumping, graffiti, homeless/camping). I don’t think Mr. Mar 
should legislate this one issue. I feel as if he tends to address small 
issues and doesn’t address the larger issues (see my list above).” 
* 
Sam Foster said,  “No more new laws, Please, can we focus on 
something like the ratty mobile homes junking up Fulton near 
the park? C’mon, Mar, let’s try and accomplish something 

 



 

meaningful!” 
* 
Julia said,  “I find the truck disturbing…I liked the idea of the 
owner covering it up while it is parked and not in use. He should 
have done it just as a respect to his neighbors. While it was parked 
in front of the Anza public library, my daughter and I had to walk 
by it to get to story time. “100s of beautiful girls and 3 ugly ones” 
it says on the side…I don’t think that is really a family-friendly 
message to have plastered on the side of a truck in a neighborhood 
like Richmond.” 
* 
khaki said,  “Take it away. And take away those new massage 
parlors (“foot” and otherwise) that are popping up all over the 
Richmond. Keep the trash in the Tenderloin. Those who have no 
problems with it certainly would if their daughters showed an 
interest in doing that for a living. It’s a gateway to illicit activities. 
Don’t fool yourselves.” 
* 
Jon said,  “The first amendment guarantees free speech for each of 
us. It does not guarantee that we will all like what is said. 
Personally, I’d be more offended if a Fox News van (and all that it 
represents) had made its home in our neighborhood.  Regarding a 
complaint above about a laundry list of other issues being brought 
up in this discussion – our city has limited resources. It’s fair game 
to debate what gets priority for those resources, both legislative, 
enforcement, and likely the costs of defending such a new law in 
court. It has _everything_ to do with this topic.” 
* 
jzj said,  “1. Enforce existing laws.  2. Avoid special interest 
laws.  3. Know the difference between unsavory and illegal.” 
* 
Paul said,  “It’s hard to escape sex in our society. I don’t know 
how parents raise their kids today in this environment of sex driven 
media, kind of makes you wonder about our priorities!  I do mind 
that it is parked near the library which gets a fair share of kid 

 



 

traffic.” 
* 
Enough said, 
Like most others, I don’t like large commercial trucks or 
transient RV’s parking on residential streets, Fulton St & 
Lincoln Way included.  (Author’s Note: this is where I have 
parked for nearly 14 years and my 4 children grown up amidst this 
kind of hate)  However, given Mar’s left wing, ‘progressive’ 
mindset, I don’t expect Mar to do anything about the homeless 
RV’s that pollute our area. (I nearly stepped in human extrament 
dumped from an adjacted homeless RV a while back.) 
 
On the other hand, Mar loves to restrict businesses in a myriad of 
ways so maybe he will do something to prohibit the parking of 
large commercial vehicles in neighborhood. I won’t hold my 
breath, but it would be more useful than banning toys in happy 
meals. Besides, Mar doesn’t live in the outer richmond so I doubt 
he really cares about any of this.” 
* 
Doby said,  “Where are the taggers when you need them? If we 
were in a conservative part of the country, you would see mother’s 
protesting in front with their signs. Where are the protestors? 
Negative publicity would mean bad business. If they do dancing on 
Sat & Sun, don’t they need a permit? Aren’t trucks limited to a 
certain time for parking? Wouldn’t it be funny to park another big 
truck beside it to shade it? There’s got to be a law limiting 
advertisement or else Richmond would be filled with billboards. I 
usually see roaming trucks with advertisment. The word is 
“roaming.” Shouldn’t it be roaming?” 
* 
Simple Simon said,  “Put a tarp over it while parked and lets move 
on to micromanaging something else.@ Khaki no need to down 
the Tenderloin respect others a bit willya?   (Author’s Note: 
umm, us gypsy Travellers have to move eto the Tenderloin is what 
he‘s saying?)” 

 



 

* 
Julie said,   “It’s not appropriate for this neighborhood and it 
bothers me every time I see it. Rent a parking space south of 
Market! Kids lose their innocence too early these days and that 
should offend everyone. This district needs a new supervisor — 
preferably one with a backbone.” 
* 
Derek said,  “Why doesn’t Mar focus on a REAL problem in the 
Richmond such as all the ADA lawsuits closing down various 
businesses?  Oh wait, he handed out pamphlets.  Then there are all 
the potholes on the streets.  He planted flowers to make things look 
“pretty” and have his picture taken.  The noise and other problems 
at the 10th ave. Jack in the Box? Oh, they have to close between 
the hours of 4 and 6 A.M. not 2 A.M. as the residents wanted.  And 
let’s not forget the infamous Happy Meal law. Sooo important to 
keep those toys and the nasty fast food out of kid’s hands. Then 
Mar admits he’s a frequent eater of fast foods himself. If he really 
was so concerned about the health of kids, why didn’t he do 
something when he was with the school district? Schmuck.” 
* 
Jonas said,   WTF? This is San Francisco, not Jackson, MS. 
* 
Tina said,  I think that this is not appropriate for it to be parked in 
neighborhoods where children can see this. There is enough sex 
exploitation in the world today with television and everything else 
do we have to have it right in our neighborhoods to. What has the 
world come to and what kind of message does this send to our 
children, this is not ok and it needs to be stopped !!!!!! 
* 
Jonas said,   “I’m sorry, children won’t be scarred, and their 
innocence won’t be lost by seeing a truck with images of dancing 
women. Kids are damaged by far more important things- 
substandard education funding, lax security at schools, abuse at 
home, poor nutritional choices at school and home (especially for 
lower income children). That’s the stuff worth getting outraged 

 



 

over. Not some b.s. non-issue like this. If seeing this truck is the 
most traumatic thing your child experiences during their K-8 years, 
then you don’t have a lot to complain about.” 
* 
Roger said,  “Who cares, it’s no different then having the truck 
advertising Victoria’s Secret. Is this for rent??” 
* 
Administrator said,  UPDATE (Apr 17, 2012 @ 3:45pm): 
“Supervisor Mar called today to let us know that he is not planning 
to pursue any additional legislation to resolve this issue. There is a 
city law that has been on the books for about 12 years which 
prohibits a commercial (advertising) vehicle from parking in the 
city. Mar worked with the SFPD to initially tow the truck for 
expired tags, and then when it returned, notify it that it was subject 
to a $250 – $500 citation if it remained parked due to the city law.  
Mar said he spoke with the manager of the Hustler Club who 
indicated the truck has returned to Las Vegas and won’t be parking 
on SF streets anymore. ‘If I had to do legislation, I would have,’ 
Mar said. ‘But working with the police and residents has 
successfully resolved this issue.’”            Sarah B. 
* 
Lael said,   “This truck bugged me. A Commercial truck parking in 
residential areas purely to avoid paying for parking bugs me. 
Anyone parking their car in the Richmond who lives elsewhere to 
save on parking or parking tickets bugs me. And SF residents or 
businesses with Nevada plates – to avoid CA registration fees and 
CA smog laws – really bugs me.” 
* 
Rachel said,  “Thanks for the update, Sarah!” 
* 
mel said,   “So, is this for vehicles that are solely for the purpose of 
advertising? If not, aren’t all plumbers, doggie day cares, caterers, 
news vans, Fed-Ex, MUNI, etc. all in violation? Which, if the latter 
is true is crazy.” 
* 

 



 

mel said,  “FYI, certain counties in Nevada require emissions 
testing.” 
* 
cf said,   “Here is a video tour of the Hustler Mobile Strip Club 
operating on the streets of San Francisco: 
http://www.imperfectenjoyment.com/2012/04/hustler-strip-truck/  
The Outer Richmond is a family neighborhood and this is just 
FlyntCo trying to get free publicity” 
* 
Susie said,  “There may be laws on the books preventing ad trucks 
from parking in residential neighborhoods, certain kinds of 
vehicles parking near a school, or businesses dealing with 
pornography being too close to a school. But there’s also 
something called the First Amendment, and banning images like 
this on public streets comes very close to violating Hustler’s 
Constitutional free speech rights. That may be why Supervisor Mar 
chose not to pursue legislation.  I’m glad that working within 
current laws and with the cooperation of Hustler, this truck has 
been removed. But, again, pursuing legislation. That could have 
been tricky.” 
* 
Sean said,  “I love how liberal San Francisco…a supposedly 
sexually liberated place..gets its panties in a bunch about women in 
Bikinis. Ugly old men running naked in Bay to Breakers…oh 
that’s fine. Smoking hot women on the side of a car 
however…completely outrageous! You always here about social 
conservative Republicans being uptight but in liberal San 
Francisco beautiful women are offensive to people.  If I lived next 
to where this truck parked I wouldn’t think twice about. It 
wouldn’t even register on my things to give a shit about mental 
list.” 
* 
kayvaan said,  “If I had to do legislation, I would have,” Mar 
said.”  San Francisco has enough micro-climates. We don’t need 
more micro-legislation (Happy Meals, Pet Stores, Stripper 
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Trucks?) that will just add more and more bureaucratic overhead.” 
* 
Your City said,  “Dear The Richmond,  Can we please get ride of 
Eric Mar now?  Thanks, 
San Francisco” 
* 
??? said,  “If this “truck” was parked on kearney and Columbus in 
front of their business and a much adult neighborhood I wouldn’t 
give a hoot! But, since I drive right past it on the way to ” stop 
drop and go” then yes this truck is a bit much. I mean in front of 
the public library for crying out loud. I do get that some kids in this 
day and age are exposed to more than their fair share but there are 
still very old school parent who would like to have to explain to 
our kids what a stripper is much later than elementary level. I don’t 
take my kids to bug ya during your lap dance don’t park your truck 
in front of my kids school to provoke many questions! Got it!!” 
* 
4th Generation Richmond Districter said,  “Mar is not suitable 
for the BoS. He should be back on the school board and working 
on adequate funding for school buses and rescinding the school 
lottery. As I do not drive I am not looking forward to riding Muni 
with all the “under 18″ freeloaders if he and Campos have their 
way with SFMTA. 
 
Why doesn’t he go after the campers and commercial vehicles 
parked overnight on Fulton? How about addressing all the 
slavery (sex and Chinese restaurant workers) and illegal 
immigration in our District? Further, as he is against big business, 
how many of the “mom & pop” restaurants and Chinese plastic 
goods stores are owned by the same people?  If he is so anti-
advertising, why does City Hall sell naming rights for real estate 
and push advertising on Muni and its “shelters”?  Frankly, library 
branches are more dangerous for kids than the pole-dancing truck. 
I detested having to go to the Main Branch stacks when I was in 
high school in the early ’70s because they were full of the sort of 

 



 

people camping on the sidewalk and on Fulton. The last good year 
on Muni was ’68. District Elections and gerrymandering only keep 
the machine in control.  Parents, if you expect that your children 
will lead sheltered lives, it will not happen in San Francisco. That 
ended in the 1950s.” 
* 
Ben in SF said,  “Where are the ADA activists when you need 
them?” 
 
Erik H. (@route53) said,  Oh C’mon,  We know what Eric Mar’s 
problem is….Hustler actually found a new parking spot in the 
Haight. Yes…he actually thought McDonald’s was trying to skirt 
the issue of the Happy Meal ban….. http://twitpic.com/9bcquh” 
* 
Sal Governale said,  “If I had to do legislation, I would have,” Mar 
said.”  Typical, Eric Mar. Too busy thinking about petty legislation 
than taking care of the basics like crime, the homeless problem, 
Muni, ADA lawsuits, the Jack in the Box’s hours, banning big box 
stores, etc. Vote this guy out! He’s out of touch with the realities of 
living in the Richmond. Writing legislation and non binding 
resolutions is a waste of time. Eat some more late night fast food 
Mr.Happy Meal.” 
* 
SF said,  “The truck was an eyesore and did not fit in our 
neighborhood. Thank you Supervisor Mar for getting rid of it. If 
you and your neighbors have a problem, reach out to Supervisor 
Mar so he can work with you on the issue.” 
* 
Route53 said,  As a parent I agree it was an eyesore and as 
someone who owns a food truck, I know that we need to find 
appropriate places to store our vehicles. My son saw the truck and 
pointed it out to me. He found the comment about the “3 ugly 
ones” odd but just smirked.  Like others have mentioned…Mar 
takes care of what he wants…..my neighbors along Fulton…I 
agree with you about the trailers and it only gets worse during 
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Hardly Strictly Bluegrass, Outside Lands and the Bay to 
Breakers. I complain weekly about a truck which parks in front 
of a church blocking the street light and no turn on red sign and I 
get nowhere.” 
* 
How to drive Supervisor Eric Mar crazy | Richmond District Blog 
of San Francisco (richmondsfblog.com) Said, 
[...] Hustler Club mobile stripper truck is parking in the 
neighborhood. Do you care? [...] 
* 
Sylvia said,  “Micro-laws like the one proposed brought us the 
venerable ‘thou shall not eat an orange in the bathtub’ California 
law that’s still on books. Ridiculous. Glad this was solved in a 
more sane way.  As for the truck, I have a problem with large 
advertisements for *anything*, and commercial vehicles hogging 
the increasingly rare parking spots in the Richmond District.in 
general… but that’s it. Yep, I saw this truck in action in downtown 
San Francisco, and I thought “What a brilliant idea!” Frankly, it 
looked more fun that the party buses full of screaming, throwing-
up-drunk yuppies cruising the town.  Parking by a library or a 
school was in poor taste. Still, are we *that* afraid of bikini clad 
female bodies? You see much more on Youtube. I’m more 
concerned with the lack of good teachers and the graphic violence, 
virtual and otherwise, our kids are exposed to every day.  It’s pretty 
significant that almost every complaint from a parent focused not 
on any possible permanent damage seeing a semi-nekkid body 
could have caused their child, but on their own discomfort of 
“being forced” to talk to them about anything resembling, *gasp*, 
sex. Well, if you don’t, your kids will google it on their own. Kids 
are naturally curious about everything, and especially the adult life 
that’s ahead of them. An age appropriate answer is always the best 
policy. Keeping them ignorant… oops – “innocent” – will only 
hurt them down the line when they have to deal with realities 
unarmed by reliable information.” 
 

 



 

[sheepishly stepping off the soapbox] 
* 
Jon said,   @Sylvia, “thanks for putting words to what I was also 
trying to formulate in my head. I too was noticing that it was 
parents that were uncomfortable, not their kids.  A parent’s job is to 
prepare their child for the rest of their life. None of us can entirely 
control the real world. So pretending that we can hide our child 
inside a bubble for 18 years (or even 5) is silly. Any attempt to do 
so just deprives the child of opportunities to learn and grow, then 
leaves them vulnerable when they finally escape their parents 
prison/bubble.  As difficult as it may be, we should be prepared to 
give age-appropriate answers to a child’s questions. We should not 
try to prevent the questions by putting a bag over their heads, nor 
making futile attempts to sanitize everything around us. A possible 
response to a child’s question about things like this van: “Some 
people like to watch pretty ladies dance. Some people don’t.” 
That’s probably the end of it. On the other hand, saying something 
like “Those ladies are bad” just invites more questions and 
curiosity.” 
 
Ocean Beach news roundup April 22 | The Ocean Beach Bulletin 
Said, 
[...] Lastly, remember that truck we told you about last week, the 
one associated with the Hustler Club and parked in the Richmond? 
There’s been a veritable passel of comments about it over at the 
Richmond District Blog. – Richmond SF Blog [...] 
* 
Katie Said, 
The truck doesn’t bother me at all. Actually my boyfriend and I get 
a kick out of it because it is so out of place! The truth is, our 
culture is saturated with over-sexualized images and messages. If 
you’re worried about your kids’ reactions, take it as an opportunity 
to teach them. My niece has very strong reactions when she sees 
magazine covers with similar images in the grocery store. She tells 
me they’re silly and she thinks her mom is prettier (smart girl, 

 



 

huh?). They will be exposed to similar images one time or another, 
there is no use in sheltering them. We’re lucky to live in such a 
beautiful and family friendly neighborhood, but isn’t it a violation 
of Freedom of Speech to censor this? A truck is a truck, who cares? 
                                                                                                                  
© Richmond SF Blog 
***************************************************** 
http://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/RV-parking-faces-limits-in-
some-spots-3895051.php#ixzz28AiyrH6C 
          RV parking faces limits in some spots 
         John Wildermuth, Neal J. Riley     September 26, 2012 
 
Despite concerns that San Francisco's "vehicularly housed" 
homeless would be forced out of their four-wheel shelters, the 
Board of Supervisors agreed Tuesday to ban oversize vehicles - 
campers, buses, RVs, commercial trucks and the like - from 
overnight parking on a number of city streets.  Streets near the 
beach and Golden Gate Park and places like the Bayview district, 
Dogpatch and Potrero Hill are now clogged with those super-size 
vehicles and residents are tired of it, said Supervisor Carmen Chu, 
who represents the Sunset District.  "It's extremely important to 
people in my district," added Supervisor Malia Cohen, who 
represents Bayview-Hunters Point and the surrounding area. "I'm 
tired of my neighborhood being the dump."  But many of those 
vehicles serve as the only home for residents who otherwise would 
be sleeping under the stars.  "A big part of this legislation is 
targeting people who live in their cars ... people without money," 
said Supervisor John Avalos. "Yes, we need to do something, but 
this might not be the best method." 
 
The midnight to 6 a.m. nightly ban would be another tool in the 
impacted areas, said Chu.  The board voted down an effort by 
Supervisor Christina Olague to delay the ordinance until a study 
could be completed on any effects it might have on the city's 
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homeless. But the board did agree that the ordinance would not 
take effect until March 1, 2013 to provide more time to find 
housing for any people who might be displaced.  The final vote 
was 7-4, with Supervisors Olague, Avalos, David Campos and Jane 
Kim opposed.  The ordinance will affect only areas where the 
oversize vehicles have been a problem. They are expected to 
include stretches of the Great Highway, Lincoln Way, Fulton 
Street, 16th and 17th streets, Lake Merced Way and Innes Avenue 
in the Bayview.               - John Wildermuth 
 
COMMENTS  
 
vair 1:45 AM on September 27, 2012 
Long-term vehicular camping is the problem, and this "solution" 
sounds over-broad. Where is a resident with a banned vehicle 
(camper, long van, work-truck, whatever) supposed to park? 
Where are our visiting houseguests on a road trip supposed to 
park? What about someone who is traveling through on vacation, 
tired and unaware that they are unwelcome to stop in our lovely 
town? 
 
Just trying to point out: however you feel about homeless camping, 
a vehicle-parking ban goes beyond limiting that activity, into 
limiting activities that most people (I hope) would consider 
entirely legitimate. 
*   
benpavitt 11:03 PM on September 26, 2012 
Avalos may think hes being progressive with this vote, but these 
people dump their sewage and trash in the park, which essentially 
makes toxic many entrances and exits. My idea of progressive is to 
make more things public, not to make what little is public toxic. 
*  
VoidContext 10:50 PM on September 26, 2012 
The proposed ordinance and documentation is found here 
http://www.sfbos.org/ftp/uploadedfiles/bdsupvrs/bosagendas/mater
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ials/bag092512_120142.pdf 
 
Obviously many people are forced to live in their vehicles as a 
result of poverty and lack of jobs and affordable housing. It is 
interesting to note that most of those homeless became so living as 
San Francisco residents who formerly had homes or apartments in 
the city and over half were homeless for the first time, so it's 
definitely not people who wish to live in their cars by choice. The 
Coalition on Homelessness, San Francisco included an official 
position letter opposing the proposed oversized vehicle legislation: 
[Which I have typed out selected quotes for your consideration] 
"Living in Vehicles is not a lifestyle choice--it is the result 
of extreme poverty.  The average rent in SF for two-bedroom 
apartment is $3,425 or $1,668 for a studio, far exceeding a service 
sector employee's paycheck ($10/hour gross or $1,495/month net) 
People are residing in their vehicles because there is no affordable 
housing. 
 
Who is living in their Vehicles? 
A Jan 2011 SF homeless count found 6,455 homeless people. 
This is considered an undercount, as families and youth are under- 
represented.  Approx. 2.5% were residing in their vehicles 
(2011 San Francisco Homeless Count and Survey) 
53% of survey respondents were experiencing homelessness 
for the first time.  The overwhelming majority became homeless as 
San Franciscans (73%)"   [composed in *GNU/Emacs* Support 
the Free Software Foundation] 
*  
VoidContext 10:28 PM on September 26, 2012 
Over sized vehicle is defined in the ordinance as any vehicle over 
22 ft in length or over 7 ft high 
*  
calimesakid 10:01 PM on September 26, 2012 
I lost my apartment to a roommate who lost his job moved out 
taking my checkbook and my saving account as well. 

 



 

 
I had to sell everything and move into my car and living out of it 
became a nightmare.  I never told my boss I was homeless and I 
lived in my car with a couple of blankets and a sleeping bag and a 
suitcase of clothes.  I made pb and j's out of a box of food as well 
and to have hot coffee I would go in order a coffee for about 50 
cents and drink unlimited refills about two to three and be on my 
way.  If I could I would smuggle in a couple of day old donuts to 
eat to avoid the cost of a meal with my coffee  My church helped 
me every week with food and sandwiches and a hot shower being 
it was my place of worship from childhood.  I went to library or 
the park on my days off and would listen to my walkman and 
count the days until I had enough money to get a place to live.  I 
finally was able to get off the streets in fall of 1987 just before my 
birthday.  It was a birthday I will never forget having a door to lock 
and be safe for the first time in a year.  This time of year I decorate 
for the fall and then for my birthday I do Halloween and remember 
how lucky and far I have come from being homeless.  I hope my 
story reminds people that not all of us did something wrong to 
become homeless. 
I avoided trouble and drugs and drinking I kept to myself and 
saved my money and made my way into a place to call my own.  
So please understand in this economy not everybody is as lucky to 
have a roof over their head.  You may not like looking out your 
window and seeing a motorhome or a minivan.  But the person 
living in it would rather be living in a place off the street with a 
locking door.  Ty for letting me voice my opinion about being 
homeless. 
*  
benmlee 9:41 PM on September 26, 2012 
"This bigotry against those with the need for more than a bicycle is 
something you're going to have to get over if you wish to ever 
integrate into polite society"  I would expect this "polite society" 
have a concern for the environment. Being "polite", they probably 
realize we need to conserve resource. "Polite" means driving 

 



 

something reasonable in narrow streets of SF. Don't be surprise if 
this polite society see SUV driver as jerks. 
*    
flibbertigibbet 9:36 PM on September 26, 2012 
"The city estimates a cleanup of lead contamination caused by the 
club's use of lead bullets and toxic clay pigeons..."  What the hell 
are they talking about?! Yeah, lead is toxic. Clay pigeons? 
NOTHING toxic about them. Clueless "reporter". 
*  
UpperNoeBoy 9:20 PM on September 26, 2012 
The four-wheeled loafers are mobile leeches who take, and never 
do anything except trash the neighorhoods which they occupy. 
*  
JoeMarsh 9:13 PM on September 26, 2012 
Sh*t, now they'll probably start showing up more in my 
neighborhood. How about a city-wide ban, instead of playing 
favorites? 
*  
larryandmarco 9:08 PM on September 26, 2012 
Some of these RVs are used for prostitution. Based on my 
observation in the Mission, they produce a lot of trash too. I'm sure 
the only taxes they pay are sales taxes - certainly no income tax or 
property tax. So basically they are living here for free, with more 
square footage than some studio apartments. I'd love to see them 
gone and have the parking spaces freed up for residents and 
employees in the area. 
*  
shadon 8:54 PM on September 26, 2012 
To me, this is a problem of the behavior of individuals. A guy 
parked his RV on my block for a time, moving it regularly, which I 
appreciated. When he was on my block though, he'd leave his trash 
on the sidewalk; paper bags, beer cases and stuff like that.   If he'd 
have disposed of his trash appropriately (there are even public 
trash cans at either end of the block), I"d never have had a problem 
with him parking there. Instead, his behavior drew attention to his 

 



 

presence, and trashed my block, earning him no sympathy from 
me. 
*  
BanBanner 8:54 PM on September 26, 2012 
Ban this, ban that, ban ban ban. 
*  
poshinsf 8:50 PM on September 26, 2012 
To think this collection of total useless political hacks run San 
Francisco. 
*  
rickinsf 8:49 PM on September 26, 2012 
Also: Jane Kim opposed this? I can only presume its because 2/3 
of those RV's are heading to her district on March 2. 
* 
rickinsf 8:45 PM on September 26, 2012 
Stop "sheltering" these dwellers, John Avalos; you're elected to 
represent the citizens of your district, and someone living in an RV 
isn't a citizen -- they're a tourist. SF Supervisors should be mindful 
that they represent the people they were elected to serve, and not 
some cosmic, celestial sense of "goodness;" they're administrators 
who should give voice only to the constituents who make up their 
citizen base, and not the folks who live in cars on the streets in 
their districts, no matter how lamentable their financial situations 
might be. Harsh thoughts, to be sure, but John Avalos is not on the 
Board to advocate for the destitute who aren't actual citizens of his 
district at the expense of the quality of life of those citizens who 
actually ARE the ones who elected him. 
* 
bloggo 8:37 PM on September 26, 2012 
I always thought that the people who lived in RV's were retired 
folks who drove from national park to national park. Who are these 
people and what are they doing here? 
*  
jimson 8:17 PM on September 26, 2012 
Meth kitchen on wheels 

 



 

*  
OldGuy 7:42 PM on September 26, 2012 
Enforcing existing laws does not draw as many votes from fools as 
creating new ones... 
*  
jaba_da_edgerly 7:22 PM on September 26, 2012 
So much hand-wringing. Park in front of Avalos house, they got to 
live somewhere. 
* 
Name withheld 7:16 PM on September 26, 2012 
This comment was left by a user who has been blocked by our 
staff. 
*  
john07801 7:16 PM on September 26, 2012 
The vehicularly-housed homeless are infinitely more desirable than 
the store-front, cardboard-bedded, defecate-on-the street version. 
Not only do they carry their waste with them (mostly), they also 
have a place to dump it as they onload water and buy gas. If The 
City wants to help, they could enhance their options by designating 
a space. It certainly hasn't hurt Walmart. 
* 
Name withheld 7:23 PM on September 26, 2012 
This comment was left by a user who has been blocked by our 
staff. 
* 
cpssf 7:00 PM on September 26, 2012 
This vote is one of the most anti-sf votes ever to come out of City 
Hall. How dare these supervisors ban residents from parking their 
vehicles on public streets! I certainly hope a federal lawsuit is 
initiated to reaffirm these basic freedoms to live and have vehicle 
property in SF! This has got to be unconstitutional! 
* 
Name withheld 7:24 PM on September 26, 2012 
This comment was left by a user who has been blocked by our 
staff. 

 



 

* 
graskafaffle 7:00 PM on September 26, 2012 
if they have an RV, why dont they drive it somewhere cheaper 
where they can actually make a living 
* 
eichorn 7:06 PM on September 26, 2012 
Ricky & Lucy wouldn't put up with their lovely behavior? 
* 
lemontwist 6:50 PM on September 26, 2012 
why not use the candlestick parking lot during weekdays? 
* 

V 
eichorn 7:07 PM on September 26, 2012 
For RV Demolition Derbies! 
* 
green99 6:48 PM on September 26, 2012 
Here's the link for those that want to read the specifics.. 
http://www.sfbos.org/ftp/uploadedfiles/bdsupvrs/bosagendas/mater
ials/bag092512_120142.pdf 
*  
cswanson 6:43 PM on September 26, 2012 
The cops are probably polluting Lake Merced way more than the 
Pacific Rod and Gun Club. Why doesn't anybody bring that up?As 
for the over sized vehicles, send them to Kentfield. 
*  
Name withheld 6:40 PM on September 26, 2012 
This comment was left by a user who has been blocked by our 
staff. 
*   
crusader_rabbit 6:38 PM on September 26, 2012 
The citizens of SF will continue to vote for these same people or 
those who think like them to run the City.   Does it ever occur to 
voters in SF that maybe if the voted for someone who was not a so-
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called progressive or liberal the city might improve? 
Thought not. 
*   
mike_archangel 6:31 PM on September 26, 2012 
They chased them off the industrial streets into the neighborhoods. 
What a mistake that was. Remove the night parking restrictions on 
Division Street and Newhall Street. 
* 
voiceofreason 7:31 PM on September 26, 2012 
Not sure what you are referring to but Lincoln, Fulton, and Great 
Highway are not industrial streets. 
* 
eichorn 6:31 PM on September 26, 2012 
you've never seen the spectacle of Bevan dufty and david Chiu 
doing dueling spendathon activist presentations at neighborhood 
group meetings? Lawd almighty,whoop, send in the Glide Choir of 
Despair and Hands Outstretched.  Duft & Chiu waterfalling 
sweating cascading from every orifice and non stop chatter about 
how more money thrown at a problem will, yes it will, work. They 
& Mar & Campos & Avalos destined for the Hall of Diversity & 
Political Shame. Then there's the revised Up With People cheering 
mantras done by their moonie like cult adherants. One thing for 
sure they all are members of the Fists Of & Up Furry Club. 
* 
eichorn 6:34 PM on September 26, 2012 
sorry, forgot Mirk & Eliana & The past 7 or so mayors 
* 
vinegarjoe 6:26 PM on September 26, 2012 
One would hope that the spokesperson of a gun club would avoid 
calling anyone "dead wrong". 
* 
    
voiceofreason 6:24 PM on September 26, 2012 
Bravo Carmen Chu!! Along with Sean Elsberd ... she is the best 
supervisor is SF. 

 



 

* 
eichorn 6:47 PM on September 26, 2012 
thank you Eliana or is that you,Ms.Chu? 
* 
voiceofreason 7:27 PM on September 26, 2012 
Hi Mr. Campos. Not Eliana nor Chu. Just a VERY thankful 
resident of the westside!!! 
* 
eichorn 6:14 PM on September 26, 2012 
BannedAIDS 
*  
eichorn 6:12 PM on September 26, 2012 
meanwhile, landlords, management companies and tenants make" 
improvements" that endanger those in their environs. 
* 
eichorn 6:38 PM on September 26, 2012 
oops, and city workers keep happy at work by sitting on concealed 
pantalones toys while on the clock. At least bizness is good at good 
vibes 
* 
maki808 6:10 PM on September 26, 2012 
Now they will park in residential areas instead. Great thinking 
Supervisors! Waste of time. money and effort in solving nothing. 
* 
voiceofreason 6:29 PM on September 26, 2012 
The affected areas (at least on Fulton, Lincoln & Great Highway) 
ARE residential areas!!) The RV's will probably move to areas that 
affect others...I'll say...how does it feel suckas. With enough 
resident objection, maybe it can be city-wide soon. 
* 
eichorn 6:08 PM on September 26, 2012 
ms. chu seems to be ill or on the colloidial silver diet plan 
*    
sfpierre 6:01 PM on September 26, 2012 
So only selected areas are targetted now. We know therefore these 

 



 

campaers will move somewhere else, of course. So, let's get them 
to move onto the front of supervisors Campos, Avalos, Olague & 
Kim's home....quickly before they change their mind!!! 
*  
potrerohill 5:51 PM on September 26, 2012 
In other words, they will move to other neighborhoods. I live on 
Potrero Hill and do not like these RVs parking for weeks or more 
at a time, but this is NOT a solution. But, what do you expect from 
the BoS??? 
* 
mike_archangel 6:27 PM on September 26, 2012 
We don't have any RVs on Potrero Hill redidential streets !!! 
* 
S (egregation) 
The_Idiot 5:46 PM on September 26, 2012 
Let them sleep under the stars in some other city.   My taxes should 
not pay for transient transplant freeloaders to comfortably camp in 
front of my house, leave trash, pee & poo in the bushes. Etc. Many 
of the decrepit vehicles are dangerous. About this time of year, last 
year, on the Great Highway, some guy's camper blew up with him 
still in it.   Take your Cousin Eddy tenement on wheels out of our 
city!  And stop parking the Family Truckster on our block. 
*  
sfsoma481 5:39 PM on September 26, 2012 
How are the banned neighborhoods determined? Only those 
districts whose supervisor voted yes will get the ban? Doesn't 
make any sense to just move them from one area to another area. 
Such flawed legislation. Carmen Chu is a carpetbagger, anyway. 
 
* 
voiceofreason 8:13 PM on September 26, 2012 
you complainers never stepped up to help those of us on the 
westside. I hope they park in front of your house for the next 10 
years so you will see how it feels. Thx Ms. Chu! 

 



 

* 
Name withheld 5:26 PM on September 26, 2012 
This comment was left by a user who has been blocked by our 
staff. 
*  
mrjspicoli 5:13 PM on September 26, 2012 
In a related issue, don't make "compact" parking spots and expect 
me not to park in them with my SUV. I fit, and I don't see any signs 
limiting honda's from parking in a full size spot. 
* 
MonkeyUser 5:33 PM on September 26, 2012 
Not talking about SUV's. Talking about busses and RV's that 
people live in and hog a spot for a full week until street cleaning 
makes them move again. 
* 
mominthesunset 5:09 PM on September 26, 2012 
Right on Carmen Chu, thanks for your support. We are tired of the 
human waste and garbage being dumped on the paths and 
sidewalks here in the Outer Sunset. Not sure what the answer is, 
but surely allowing the campers to stay out here isn't the answer 
either. 
* 
eichorn 6:42 PM on September 26, 2012 
you have to be kidding. not tired enough?Is that you,Ms. Chu? 
* 
voiceofreason 8:14 PM on September 26, 2012 
eichorn..one note pony. time to move your RV 
* 
TruDat_99 5:03 PM on September 26, 2012 
Taking our City back from the homeless industrial complex one 
small step at a time... 
* 
eichorn 6:45 PM on September 26, 2012 
but don't mess with slim please. he's nice until you accidentally trip 
on him stretched diagonally across the middle of the sidewalk. he's 

 



 

the best! 
* 
MonkeyUser 4:55 PM on September 26, 2012 
There is absolutely no parking where I work due to RV parking. 
On any given day there will be 5+ RVs PER BLOCK. EVERY 
BLOCK.  It is insane!!  There has to be a limit. 
* 
deniselb 7:45 PM on September 26, 2012 
Where you WORK? Who said you're entitled to street parking 
where you work? 
* 
wuwho 4:52 PM on September 26, 2012 
I hope the parking ban covers Cadillac Escalades and other such 
monster vehicles. 
* 
eichorn 6:16 PM on September 26, 2012 
lay off the beloved pimps of this diverse community,please 
* 
sjcanative 4:46 PM on September 26, 2012 
Hey all Bay Area cities and counties: start enforcing the 5,000 lb. 
maximum limit law already on the books for most residential 
districts!  We complain about bad streets. We complain about lack 
of funds to fix the streets. Well, why don't we start enforcing the 
law and fining drivers of overblown vehicles that exceed the 5,000 
lb. residential weight limit?  Betcha didn't even realize many of 
your neighbors routinely break these laws, didja? 
* 
ottomann 4:35 PM on September 26, 2012 
These old busses and vans have been around for so long. I wonder 
how the City plans to enforce their removal? After all; the City 
allowed these Vans and busses to exist there - in the first place. 
No? 
* 
harrassee 4:35 PM on September 26, 2012 
So the point of this law is to push these vehicles onto other streets, 

 



 

wait for those neighbors to complain and then what? If there is a 
ban, then ban. But this picking and choosing of streets just shifits it 
to someone else's street.  This also means that it should not have an 
affect on homelessness, since they can just move their vehicles. 
* 
pipersanctum 4:32 PM on September 26, 2012 
Ban the RV's. My automobile was broken into the other night in an 
area where these vans have routinely started park under Division 
around Bryant. They got $2 in change which wasn't even visible. 
The RV's become a a very visible sign attracting an undesirable 
element, which is unfortunate for those just looking for a place to 
rest. 
* 
eichorn 6:19 PM on September 26, 2012 
bernie Madoff & LBJ NEVER HURT A FLEA 
* 
ptuffli 4:20 PM on September 26, 2012 
What exactly is "over sized". How about actual numbers? Or is 
that too hard. 
* 
verysillyvalley 4:16 PM on September 26, 2012 
Take down the honey pots, i.e. the homeless industrial complex, 
and they'll stop coming. 
*  
signed_a_b 4:14 PM on September 26, 2012 
"from overnight parking on a number of city streets" -- how about 
from all city streets. 
*  
Name withheld 4:04 PM on September 26, 2012 
This comment was left by a user who has been blocked by our 
staff. 
*  
Its_Lloyd 3:59 PM on September 26, 2012 
I wish they would ban them in my neighborhood. 
*  

 



 

londonview 3:57 PM on September 26, 2012 
What about the Mission parking lot [streets] ? If these people can 
afford cars, RVs etc. If they cars they can afford rent. I live here 
and am sick of busses and RVs parked on my street. And on the 
sidewalk. 
* 
piraticalnerve 4:07 PM on September 26, 2012 
sorry but that makes no sense. If one can buy a car at say $220 a 
month it does not mean one can afford rent of say $2200 a month. 
* 
deniselb 7:46 PM on September 26, 2012 
Maybe they own the vehicle and lost their job. Or own the vehicle 
and have a job but lost their apartment. 
* 
kooskia 3:54 PM on September 26, 2012 
It is not fair that certain neighborhoods are stuck hosting the 
caravan in perpetuity. After Venice kicked out the RV campers, I 
noticed a lot more of them showed up here. Why did they not go 
somewhere in the state where it is actually sunny like California is 
supposed to be? Because once here, they know that they will be 
afforded the same level of support as the truly homeless, and that it 
comes no strings attached. 
*  
CowboyBob 3:50 PM on September 26, 2012 
How about freeing up the Candlestick parking lot for overnight 
stays? I can't hate on a person that is cogent enough to be able to 
maintain a vehicle and isn't completely destitute. I bet I'd hate 
living in a place that had folks parking overnight, but on the other 
hand it's not like they are chronic homeless with mental and or 
substance abuse issues. We don't need yet another layer of laws 
restricting not just abusers, but occasional actors. It's a free country 
right? Right? 
* 
eichorn 6:49 PM on September 26, 2012 
But they are free to go like any other creative probies. Don't hate. 

 



 

masticate 
* 
flibbertigibbet 9:54 PM on September 26, 2012 
Why do these people need to stay in SF? What is for them here? It 
seems to me that the ONLY reason they stay here, where they can't 
afford housing, rather than going somewhere else (where they 
might be able to do so) is because the public teat is there for them, 
both through entitlements and/or through soft-hearted tourists. 
* 
Name withheld 3:48 PM on September 26, 2012 
This comment was left by a user who has been blocked by our 
staff. 
* 
Name withheld 5:29 PM on September 26, 2012 
This comment was left by a user who has been blocked by our 
staff. 
* 
havabrain 3:48 PM on September 26, 2012 
"study could be completed on any effects it might have on the 
city's homeless"  Can't do anything in SF without a study. I bet she 
has a relative or friend that could do a great job for several hunder 
thousand dollars. 
*  
iamjossy 3:47 PM on September 26, 2012 
We had this issue in our SF neighborhood. Multiple semi's, RV's 
etc. Took a few years of complaints to the police, child protective 
services, etc., but we were able to get the signage to prevent them 
from staying there.  Neighborhood is a lot cleaner without the 
human waste, garbage littering our streets. 
* 
RedArcher 3:42 PM on September 26, 2012 
Yet another reason for loving to visit the city, but not wanting to 
live there.  The Food, the Culture, The Arts, The Homelesss and 
their Feces 
* 

 



 

SFBaylifer 3:46 PM on September 26, 2012 
Whatever. I'd still rather live here than the burbs with all their 
hidden problems. 
* 
eichorn 6:52 PM on September 26, 2012 
I like the odor in that store at Eddy & Leavenworth. Mustafa meets 
the ancients plus the falling down surprise of rotating junkies 
* 
deniselb 7:48 PM on September 26, 2012 
Gee, we really care. 
* 
kojack13 3:38 PM on September 26, 2012 
WOW...Finally. I lived at 30th and Kirkham for 2 years 2000-2002 
and there were TONS of these vehicles on all the streets in the 
Avenues.  Such a bunch of crap...they ruin neighborhoods, just like 
the homeless.   Oh right, don't complain about the Homeless in SF 
or you will be branded a hate monger. 
* 
Name withheld 3:38 PM on September 26, 2012 
This comment was left by a user who has been blocked by our 
staff. 
* 
iamjossy 3:43 PM on September 26, 2012 
Don't we live in a lovely area!? 
* 
kooskia 3:55 PM on September 26, 2012 
They all drove up here after Venice (Los Angeles) kicked them out. 
* 
eichorn 6:53 PM on September 26, 2012 
On The Road & Again 
* 
flytrap 3:37 PM on September 26, 2012 
is there anything that's not banned, restricted, etc. in s.f.? 
* 
enpop1 3:47 PM on September 26, 2012 

 



 

liberals. 
* 
Name withheld 5:30 PM on September 26, 2012 
This comment was left by a user who has been blocked by our 
staff. 
* 
The_Idiot 5:53 PM on September 26, 2012 
sarcasm 
* 
limpy 5:58 PM on September 26, 2012 
Hedonism. 
* 
eichorn 6:54 PM on September 26, 2012 
my unsightly self during the overnight hoedown 
* 
Jammo 3:34 PM on September 26, 2012 
Only certain streets? Why not all of them? Won't they just move 
their vehicles to the streets not under the ban? 
*    
VoidContext 3:30 PM on September 26, 2012 
Commercial trucks could be something as small as a pickup truck 
with commercial plates. 
*    
U-238 2:36 PM on September 26, 2012 
These 4 pro-RV stupidvidors should open up their driveways to 
these downtrodden people. Put up or shut up. I bet these idiots 
wouldn't like it if they lived across from the Great Highway near 
Irving and Judah. That entire area is trashed and a total cesspool. 
* 
kojack13 3:39 PM on September 26, 2012 
AMEN! So true... 
* 
eichorn 6:57 PM on September 26, 2012 
You cannot say that with any certainty because the world is 
constantly revolving and it confuses politicians who are failures in 

 



 

national geographic & jeopardy quizzes 
* 
eichorn 6:58 PM on September 26, 2012 
and they forbid you like the god(s) they replaced to speak in cruel 
tongues about them 
* 
uxb 1:48 PM on September 26, 2012 
Olague just lost my vote! 
* 
joanh 12:42 PM on September 26, 2012 
There already is a law on the books about this issue. I remember it 
from the 70s. What happened to it? Did it disappear or is it too old 
or? 
* 
eichorn 7:03 PM on September 26, 2012 
Anything in,of, about 70 has been replaced or is irrelevant given 
that plastic bags to seniors for asphyxiation will be standard issue 
for all present & aspiring politicians for distribution to these 70 
factor drains on progress. 
* 
Bishrock 12:35 PM on September 26, 2012 
One of the reasons that Art Agnos was not re-elected was for 
allowing RVs to 'live' along Fell street next to the panhandle. 
* 
limpy   6:00 PM on September 26, 2012 
The City has yet to recover from Art Agnos. 
* 
RnoChksIn 12:29 PM on September 26, 2012 
Back during one of my stints in SF, before campers and buses 
became this problem, there was one "construction" type trailer/ 
office on Lincoln along GG park, directly over a storm drain grate. 
There was a pile of lumber, as if for a construction project. There 
was a wire going up toward the street light. 
It was there for two years. There never was any construction. 
Maybe well to do homeless need to spiff up their outfits, or be 

 



 

more creative. 
*  
Diogenes11 11:47 AM on September 26, 2012 
Maybe Bevan Duffy can get every RV owner a shelter dog. 
* 
me_in_sf 11:30 AM on September 26, 2012 
-- The ordinance will affect only areas where the oversize vehicles 
have been a problem. They are expected to include stretches of the 
Great Highway, Lincoln Way, Fulton Street, 16th and 17th streets, 
Lake Merced Way and Innes Avenue in the Bayview. -- 
 
What a dumb provision. Can the mental defectives on the Board of 
Stupidizers not figure out that these mobile slums will simply pick 
up and move to Sloat, John Muir, Clarendon, Alemany, the 
avenues alongside Sunset or Park Presidio boulevards, and other 
places not covered by the ordinance? 
 
The stupidity of our stupidizers is truly stupendous. Whoever said 
"Nature abhors a vacuum" never looked inside the head of any of 
the idiot imbecile moron cretin members of the San Francisco 
Board of Stupidvisors. 
* 
eichorn 7:05 PM on September 26, 2012 
Only if the gas tank doesn't spring a leak 
* 
force2drinkswil 10:11 AM on September 26, 2012 
" The board voted down an effort by Supervisor Christina Olague 
to delay the ordinance until a study could be completed on any 
effects it might have on the city's homeless."   Let's fund another 
study Christina. 
* 
red_x2 4:35 PM on September 26, 2012 
Olague is an idiot! How is homelessness going to be affected??? 
The Rvs will just drive to another part of town, or better yet, to 
another town. Progressives, LOL! 

 



 

* 
PMR 9:22 AM on September 26, 2012 
Leave it to Campos & Avalos to oppose this ban. Have they looked 
at their districts lately? Do they not notice the blight? The Mission 
district is full of illegal RVs, Folsom St is a trailor park; Bernal 
Heights hill constantly has RVs & other trucks parked for 
days/weeks as well as areas along the freeway, & streets that 
deadend; & the Excelsior is a giant parking lot. 
* 
ven129 4:19 PM on September 26, 2012 
Its a pity that Campos is running unopposed in the 9th district! 
* 
red_x2 4:32 PM on September 26, 2012 
Campos is concerned about displacing those in the Rvs. I don't get 
this at all. Can;t they just drive their RV to another location? 
 
bayman74 8:37 AM on September 26, 2012 
Well, I've seen motorhomes drawing power from Streetlamps on 
Florida St by 16th. I've seen the trash that they leave behind. 
WHere do these progressive supervisors live? 
 
xls 5:09 PM on September 26, 2012 
The area north of Animal Care and Control and the SF SPCA is 
overwhelmed with run-down "motor homes" and campers that look 
like they haven't been moved in months - not to mention the mess 
and debris surrounding them. For a small amount of money, the 
City could install No Parking Street Sweeping signs, and run the 
sweepers up and down 5 or 6 days a week. If they can't move, after 
a few tickets they can be towed away. 
 
onemansopinion 8:33 AM on September 26, 2012 
So what they just move to another area. 
 
Name withheld 9:58 AM on September 27, 2012 
This comment was left by a user who has been blocked by our 

 



 

staff. 
 
nativegrump 8:11 AM on September 26, 2012 
"The ordinance will affect only those areas where the vehicles have 
been a problem" which will assure that present unaffected areas 
will SOON have the problem. 
    
seebothsides 7:59 AM on September 26, 2012 
Ask whether providing HP-Bayview residents some logical 
alternatives to dumping garbage on street corners might not go a 
LOT farther towards clean streets than a vague "no tall vehicles" 
ordinance does.  
 
The vehicle dwellers will just move, so this law really only affects 
those renters and homeowners who drive vans or trucks over 7' 
tall. Mine fits in a compact parking space, but now the meter maids 
have yet another opportunity to leave me an undeserved ticket. 
 
Lastly, there are many, many SF homeless persons living in 
vehicles that are under 7 feet tall. So is this law really about 
vehicle dwellers, or is it really a vendetta against parking large 
vehicles in SF?  
 
Thumbs down, Board of Supervisor 
* 
n_102g 10:13 AM on September 26, 2012 
Place blame where blame is due. The residents of HP-Bayview are 
victims of contractors who come into the neighborhood to dump 
trash. 
 
Name withheld 7:59 AM on September 26, 2012 
This comment was left by a user who has been blocked by our 
staff. 
 
strange_2_jim 7:34 AM on September 26, 2012 

 



 

THe essential portions of the statute were not reproduced in the 
article. If the RVs are banned in specific areas, and not in others, 
then that makes the relevant enforcement portions arbitrary. If the 
city is going to ban RV parking on streets, the statute must be 
evenhanded and not be arbitrary and capricious in its application. 
 
The way it appears to sound, any violations will be easily appealed 
and overturned in court. Is that what the legislators want? Sounds 
like another poorly crafted, unsoundly reasoned statute rushed 
through by the heated passions of the BOS, without sufficient 
research by the city attorney. THere are a lot of young suits 
working at the City Attorney's office who think they can write any 
ole statute. 
 
    
allenj77 7:20 AM on September 26, 2012 
These supervisors are clueless. This is not problem solving. You 
only force those who for whatever reason of their not having a 
home to adjust just as not having a home made some adjust, 
including me. You might not see those ugly RVs in your 
neighborhood but that don't mean they are going away. It could 
very well mean more people living on the streets and not in RVs. 
 
BTW: If these RVs were 90% looking new would people be 
complaining as much? Don't get me wrong, it hurts my eyes too 
having to look at some of the units I've seen. 
 
iamjossy 3:39 PM on September 26, 2012 
allenj77-Let those folks park near your abode- leaving their human 
waste and other garbage there. 
Doesn't matter what they look like. 
 
Rosemarg 3:48 PM on September 26, 2012 
The problem is that they dump all kinds of garbage and usually 
illegally hook up to street lights or other power sources. 

 



 

 
peachy_carnahan 3:58 PM on September 26, 2012 
As I posted above, the RVs have already relocated from Innes 
down to Evans street in Malia Cohen's district well ahead of any 
ordinance so what is the point? They always seem to be ten steps 
behind. A more proactive approach might be opening small RV 
parks throughout the city like the one at Candlestick Park, charging 
around 400/month rent, that gives people safety, cleanliness, order 
and recourse to the inhabitants and their surrounding neighbors. 
 
sfrepublican 6:59 AM on September 26, 2012 
This will only relocate them to an area that is not covered by this 
ordinance. Another fully thought thru idea from our board of 
numbskulls. 
* 
peachy_carnahan 3:51 PM on September 26, 2012 
The RVs have already relocated from Innes down to Evans street in 
Malia Cohen's district well ahead of any ordinance so what is the 
point? They always seem to be ten steps behind. 
* 
robotdog108 6:55 AM on September 26, 2012 
This is already in effect in many places where people want to stay 
but not pay... for example, San Luis Obispo. The surrounding 
county parks could use the $ perhaps? 
*   
gt1 6:09 AM on September 26, 2012 
Ah IRONY. In a city that's discouraging the use of private motor 
vehicles, a Progressive supervisor takes the position that "homeless 
people who live in RVs have a higher privilege to use on street 
parking that the folks who actually live in the buildings fronting 
said onstreet parking. 
* 
iamjossy 3:39 PM on September 26, 2012 
Love it! 
Well said! 

 



 

* 
TK421here 4:45 PM on September 26, 2012 
Ironic and typical all at the same time. 
* 
heychamp 4:52 PM on September 26, 2012 
Not a "higher privilege", just the same privilege. 
* 
Name withheld 7:38 PM on September 26, 2012 
This comment was left by a user who has been blocked by our 
staff. 
* 
OldGuy 7:44 PM on September 26, 2012 
Because enforcing existing laws does not draw as many votes from 
fools as passing "new" ones. 
* 
Mr_Melmac 6:05 AM on September 26, 2012 
Regarding the proposed van on parking recreational vehicles 
overnight on some streets, in the early 1970s, the City enacted an 
ordinance, which is probably still in effect, making it illegal to 
"...lie, sit, stand, or be, in any vehicle suitable for human habitation 
between the hours of 10 P.M. and 6 A.M." The penalty upon 
conviction was six months incarceration and/or a fine of $10,000, 
which was big money in those days.  
 
When it was enacted, The Chronicle interviewed somebody who 
was watching the sunset at Ocean Beach from the back seat of his 
Rolls Royce that was equipped with a wet bar, who agreed that 
were he to remain in his car after 10 P.M., he would probably be a 
violator. 
 
With this law already on the books, why is it necessary to enact the 
proposed one? 
* 
tonyboysf 4:26 PM on September 26, 2012 
The current system is being run in a manner that requires no 

 



 

generalization. If the law doesn't specifically apply to a particular 
case, the police don't enforce it. Too many badly written laws I say.  
And the City really doesn't want to get rid of the homeless. They 
are a constituency that brings money in, and demands services tha 
provide jobs. Public Health in S.F. is huge. 
* 
sjcanative 4:44 PM on September 26, 2012 
Oversize vehicle ban? 
 
You mean like the ones ALREADY in force in many 
neighborhoods that prohibit 5,000 lb. trucks? 
 
You mean the 5,000 lb. limit routinely broken by large SUV 
owners and ignored by public safety officials? 
 
Funny how we can ignore the rules on the books that would bring 
in ample revenue for starving public agencies. How nice it would 
be to start fining offenders to pay for the streets they've been 
destroying ever since the overblown SUV fad started in the mid 
90's! 
 
Another law that won't do much. 
* 
kingofsf 4:49 PM on September 26, 2012 
no one buys rolls royces any more. So this comment is not on 
point. 
* 
chinookpilot 5:43 PM on September 26, 2012 
You are correct Mr Melmac. But the law makes no difference. It's 
whether the police choose to (or allowed to) enforce it. A Ford 
Crown Vic weighs about 4300 lbs. A Mini Cooper 2600+. 
* 
mike_archangel 6:35 PM on September 26, 2012 
Not enforceable because that law is invalid by the courts. 
* 

 



 

mike_archangel 6:37 PM on September 26, 2012 
Law allows you to sleep anywhere in public. 
* 
senor99 6:45 PM on September 26, 2012 
I wouldn't mind living in a RR. Wetbar, mahogeny, leather. 
* 
SFCA94114 6:45 PM on September 26, 2012 
SJCANative: Those "5,000lb bans" you incorrectly refer to, well 
you understand incorrectly in so many ways, I don't know where to 
begin. Most modern SUVs weigh 5001 to 8000lbs, from large 
Jeeps, to Lexus SUVs, Porsche Cayenne, Mercedes G-wagen, 
Hummer models 1, 2 and 3 and virtually all large pickup trucks. 
All of those weigh more than 5,001 lbs and are certainly allowed to 
drive and park where ever they like, your prejudice may not 
prevent them from fair and equal access to the road and your 
bicycle or otherwise non-large vehicle you may own. 
 
The bans you are referring to are about restricting heavy 
COMMERCIAL vehicle traffic and only through certain areas, 
those laws do not pertain to RVs, regardless of their size. IN fact, 
my RV weighs around 50,000 lbs and I assure you I can legally 
drive it or park it on any street in which I am able to navigate, 
totally within the law, because my large vehicle is titled and 
registered not as a commercial vehicle, but as a housecar, which is 
the legal definition for "RV." 
 
As far as "SUVs destroying the streets" that is simply more 
prejudicial fantasy and dare say bigotry on your part. This bigotry 
against those with the need for more than a bicycle is something 
you're going to have to get over if you wish to ever integrate into 
polite society, I wish you luck, SJCANative, you're going to need 
it. 
* 
Puffer 7:06 PM on September 26, 2012 
Political hay. 

 



 

* 
grimmey 7:16 PM on September 26, 2012 
The problem with that old law was that it required proof somebody 
was living there. If the "inhabitants" didn't answer their door when 
the police knocked, no citation could be issued. 
* 
deniselb 7:59 PM on September 26, 2012 
SFCA94114: "Bigotry" and "prejudice" are pretty hyperbolic and 
inappropriate words to use about people who object to large 
vehicles. You are hardly a victim just because some people think 
your car is too big. 
* 
vociferous 8:58 PM on September 26, 2012 
Actually, many California cities and streets, including LA, ban 
vehicles over 6000 lbs, which means that those who drive the 
heaviest SUVs could be subject to citation for parking or driving 
on city streets. 
 
However, the police rarely if ever enforce those bans on heavy 
vehicles on large SUVs. 
* 
vociferous 9:00 PM on September 26, 2012 
http://www.streetsblog.org/wp-
content/uploads/2006/08/040804_Sign_6K1.jpg 
* 
Name withheld 10:05 PM on September 26, 2012 
This comment was left by a user who has been blocked by our 
staff. 
* 
Name withheld 10:07 PM on September 26, 2012 
This comment was left by a user who has been blocked by our 
staff. 
* 
bauII 5:52 AM on September 26, 2012 
So Jane "Bed Bugs" Kim votes no. Jane what is your street address 
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again? We want to designate your block as the go to RV camp. 
* 
ender_of_sf 7:24 AM on September 26, 2012 
It is no surprise that our four lefty "progressives" refuse to support 
any steps to curb the ever increasing number of folks who are 
flocking to SF to tap into the all too many programs designed 
attract them. Meanwhile, these same four ignore the needs of the 
average residents who are expected to pay more and more to offset 
the funds syphoned off to fund these programs. 
* 
tonyboysf 4:31 PM on September 26, 2012 
The simple solution here should be obvious: Pick abandoned 
industrial sites, or a place like the Candlestick Park's farthest out 
parking spaces, and let the campers live there. If their vehicle is 
found anywhere else in violation, it gets towed to the park. That 
should keep them off the City streets. Tunnel is a neglected street 
that deserves better, but I don't hear Malia Cohen mentioning it? 
* 
rickinsf 8:52 PM on September 26, 2012 
Tony, boy, is SPOT ON with his analysis. There's plenty of derelict 
real estate to designate for this on/near the old Hunters Point 
shipyard or The Stick. And with it? Additional police patrol and 
support to aid in law enforcement in Cohen's district. 
* 
Name withheld 10:08 PM on September 26, 2012 
This comment was left by a user who has been blocked by our 
staff. 
* 
j313999 5:27 AM on September 26, 2012 
than build more affordable housing and shelters and stop building 
over priced condos and help bring down the cost of rent! 
* 
ender_of_sf 7:25 AM on September 26, 2012 
Or, you could invite one home with you. 
* 

 



 

n_102g 10:15 AM on September 26, 2012 
Or, you could move back to whence you came. 
* 
BlockHead2u 6:31 PM on September 26, 2012 
Or, you could let them park in your driveway. 
* 
Name withheld 5:15 AM on September 26, 2012 
This comment was left by a user who has been blocked by our 
staff. 
*  
Name withheld 5:12 AM on September 26, 2012 
This comment was left by a user who has been blocked by our 
staff. 
*  
Name withheld 4:51 AM on September 26, 2012 
This comment was left by a user who has been blocked by our 
staff. 
* 
Name withheld 5:13 AM on September 26, 2012 
This comment was left by a user who has been blocked by our 
staff. 
© San Francisco Chronicle 
***************************************************** 
Actual eMail in support of changes found in the packet of info and 
notes on the amendment to San Francisco Traffic Code.    
 
This addendum to the law passed by Board vote of 7-4 on 
September 25, 2012 is now numbered 7.2.54     
 
All email contents is copied directly but NOT entirely.  Exhibit C 
is full copy printed directly from City files online. 
 
Received by Board of Supervisors in Committee 9/17/2012 
 
1)   From restaurant SKOOL located in Potero Hill/SOMA  

 



 

located at 1725 Alameda St. San Francisco: 
 
“This letter is being written on behalf of greatly concerned small 
business owners in San Francisco…Major persistent crime has 
plagued our blocks for over two years now, much of spans from 
encampments and large vehicles that house criminals, drug addicts 
and prostitutes.  We address these parking issues as a central 
concern for the safety of our staff, our families…health of the 
business itself…major eyesore…parked adjacent to our business 
itself…often had to confront the live-in and transient owners and 
demand their vehicles are moved from our block…threatening 
issues…ongoing drug-dealing, likely prostitution, and safe housing 
for criminals whom have threatened our business existence due to 
persistent weekly and often daily auto break-ins…piles of 
trash…electronic parts, bikes, human waste and so much 
more…loss of business…guests not feeling safe their cars near or 
around these trashy vehicles…also…limited parking in our 
neighborhood should be for patrons and locals of the city and area 
and not be used by these huge motorhomes, trailers, busses and 
more.  We think the constant parking of these vehicles and the 
people that within them add a larger concern in our great City of 
San Francisco.  If these vehicles and people are allowed to park 
and stay uncontested we will continue to see more crime, more 
drugs on the streets and more deterring of patrons to our 
business…this issue has got out of control in our neighborhood. 
***************************************************** 
2) Good afternoon Supervisors.  My name is Robert Davis and I 
live in the Bayview…here today to support ordinance to limit 
parking on certain named streets by installing signs that No 
Parking Vehicles over 6’ and no parking after 10pm…these signs 
already exist in the Bayview and they have eliminated a lot of the 
nuisances surrounding people living in Rvs namely litter, illegal 
dumping and blight…I would expect that there be some way for 
residents to park their personal RVs or boats in front or close to 
their homes. 

 



 

***************************************************** 
3)  FW: Large Vehicle Parking Restrictions  
A statement from President of the Potero DogPatch Merchants 
Association (PDMA), I wish to express my support for the propsed 
legislation to restrict parking for large vehicles.  Over the years, 
PDMA  has heard many complaints of the garbage, pollution and 
blight that is generated by those oversized vehicles.  These 
vehicles are especially prevalent in areas that are increasingly 
occupied by our member businesses and by new homes.  It is time 
for the City to place restrictions on these “mobile homes”.  At the 
same time, offering a helping hand to those who currently occupy 
these vehicles and consider them a safe refuge.   
Respectfully, Keith Goldstein 
***************************************************** 
4)  from Bonnie Freeman of Cathedral School 
Myself and many residents of C. Parkside have lived in 94124 for 
20 years.  We have seen the constant flow of large vehicle parked 
months and months, filled with junk.  We have also seen large vans 
and campers where people live in them for years.  I have witnessed 
campers driving down Fairfax and Mendell Sts slowly while 
emptying their toilets. Human waste is on the streets and washed 
down the drains when it rains.  I have witnessed all kinds of fluids 
being emptied and draining from the vehicles as well.  This City 
has many services for homeless people. This is not a targeting of 
folks who choose to live in their cars, it is a Public Health and 
Environmental issue.  Over the past 20 years I have seen THE 
SAME cars, vans and campers parked where people live in them.  I 
have been accosted by some of these same folks while on my daily 
run. Who is being targeted here?  And tell me this, why do I not see 
this issue in Nob Hill and the Pacific Heights?  Please let’s resolve 
this with respect to the folks who live here and play by the rules set 
by San Francisco city proper.    
   
***************************************************** 
5) Steve Ward:  It’s not just parking to the Richmond and Sunset 

 



 

Districts 
 
I encourage you to take quick action to support legislation being 
considered that regulates parking of oversize vehicles.  Passage of 
the legislation being considered will:   1.  empower enforcement of 
existing vehicle anti-habitation regulations  2. free up over-
extended police resources and 3. improve parking availability for 
local residents.  Facilitating the existing vehicle habitation policy 
serves vital safety and sanitation purposes.  There is no explanation 
that justifies the threat imposed on the community by dumping 
human excrement and drug paraphernalia.  The current ordinance 
passed several years ago recognized this and other issues 
surrounding these vehicles but does not provide an adequate 
mechanism foe enforcement…tickets…more parking availability 
for residents and visitors will result from making  it illegal for 
large size vehicles, such as buses, to remain parked overnight.  
 
*****************************************************    
6)  Eric Shaddix  Oversized Vehicles Parking 
 
Thank you Supervisors for looking into a serious blight issue we 
have had to deal with in the Bayview district for some time…I 
want you to know that I fully support banning large RV and 
recreational vehicles that park on neighborhood streets.  The issue 
has plagued us for some time.  Most all of the RV vehicles have 
people living in them.  I have personally seen human waste 
dumped out of RVs by their occupants.  Also trash is simply tossed 
into the street for hard working DPW crews to have to clean up 
after.  At any time I welcome you to tour the Bayview and see for 
yourself the many RV vehicles parked on residential streets.  It has 
really affected quality-of-life for so many here in the Bayview 
district.  Please do not be swayed by the few that claim these 
vehicles are harmless.  They are indeed.  If one would like to 
maintain an RV, or live upon one, I have no issue with it.  There are 
RV storage lots…RV camping spots around the Bay area.  I will 

 



 

support your efforts to curb this problem that has blighted our 
community for so long. 
 
***************************************************** 
7)  Matt Hendry Motorhomes and Campers in Our Neighborhood 
- new city legislation 
 
I support and look forward to the proposed new legislation to 
prevent motorhomes and campers dodging the present system and 
just move one block away every 3 days… 
 
Matt Hendry asks for his specific neighborhood to be included  
 
***************************************************** 
8)   Kristine Enea 
 
Upcoming Legislation at Monday’s Land Use Hearing: RVs in the 
neighborhood 
 
Well there be any allowance for large vehicles owned by someone 
who lives on one of the restricted streets?  Could you create a 
(writer bolds the following the next five words)  large vehicle 
residential parking permit, perhaps?   My neighbor on Innes Ave. 
owns an RV (used for family trips) and one of us Innes Ave. 
residents might want to park a small boat on Innes at some point, 
being that we’re only block from the water and there are no public 
docks.  As you may be aware, Innes is not one of the typical City 
grid streets, it’s more like a bridge…I’m wondering if a residential 
permit exception would be a way to (writer bolds here again)  
regulate the trash and nuisance-causing RVs without penalizing a 
neighbor who need to park a RV or small boat near their home. 
 
***************************************************** 
9) Dan Dolt  
 

 



 

FW:  Dear Merchants and Neighbors, 
 
For the last several years, residential neighborhoods have seen an 
increase in over-sized vehicles on their streets…attractive free 
storage space for boats, recreational vehicles, trailers, panel trucks, 
construction equipment, and other large vehicles…long-term 
storage of over-sized vehicles on residential streets creates a 
number of issues.  These vehicles are often magnets for illegal 
dumping, graffiti, blight, and criminal activity.  Size also limits 
visibility for motorist, pedestrians and cyclists and making parking 
more difficult for residents…We have heard some concerns that 
this legislation may be perceived as targeting those individuals or 
families who live on their vehicles and after discussions between 
the Coalition on Homelessness and Supervisor Chu, we understand 
that many vehicularly-housed remain so because they are reluctant 
to participate in City programs for fear they will lose their vehicles.  
As a result Supervisor Chu has been working with the office of 
HOPE to find a solution, and Supervisor Bevan Dufty has been 
able to negotiate an agreement at Treasure Island to store campers 
and vans while owners enter City programs and begin the process 
for permanent housing.  We believe that this legislation would 
significantly improve the ability of SFPD to quickly enforce 
overnight camping restrictions and limit the areas in our 
neighborhoods where those over-sized vehicles can stay. 
 
***************************************************** 
10)  Jay and Judith Parks  
 
Its not just a parking issue for outer Sunset residents 
 
Dear Board of Supervisors, 
 
For a long time now, residents in our community have had the 
peace and tranquility, not to mention our community’s quality-of-
life, infringed upon by endless occupation of over-sized vehicles 

 



 

and for too long, irresponsible campers.  The result has been a 
“trashing” of our neighborhood, illegal drug activity, drunk and 
disorderly behavior, all of which zap local authorities resources 
while providing a health hazard to our local citizens.  In addition, 
tourists come here to enjoy the sites (sic) and experience the 
wonders of our beaches, only to be greeted by the blight created by 
individuals who believe its okay to invade our community and 
infringe on the rights and lives of others.  We urge you to act 
quickly and support legislation to regulate parking of oversize 
vehicles while enforcing current habitation regulation. Your action 
will free up Taraval Station’s resources, ensure safety and 
sanitation to our community while providing the mechanism 
necessary to enforce current ordinance, which protects our families 
and their children. 
***************************************************** 
http://sf.curbed.com  
 
PARKING WOES:  Supes Crack Down on 
Overnight Trailer/Camper Parking 
Tuesday, September 25, 2012, by Alex Bevk 
 
Today the Board of Supervisors will hear a proposed amendment 
to the San Francisco Transportation Code that would prohibit 
overnight parking for campers and trailers. The new rules aim to 
reduce the amount of people sleeping in their campers and the 
trash and vandalism that usually comes with them. Some homeless 
advocates are arguing that the regulations will negative effects on 
the homeless population, so the City is exploring efforts to 
encourage people living in vehicles to transition to housing. The 
rules won't be applied to the whole city but rather on a street-by-
street basis with the biggest problems, so oversized vehicles will 
continue to be allowed to park on some streets. Current residents 
will also be able to get permits to park their campers or trailers in 
their own neighborhood, or get permits for guests. Vehicles in 

 

http://sf,curbed.com/


 

violation will get a notification (including a list of off-street lots 
that allow oversize vehicles), then tickets, and eventually towing. 
The Land Use and Economic Development Committee voted 3-0 
last week to send the legislation to the full board. 
 
The areas with the most problems with overnight trailer parking 
are along Golden Gate Park and Great Highway in District 4, and 
along the bay in District 10, so both Supervisors Chu and Cohen 
have co-sponsored the legislation. SFMTA will hold public 
hearings over the next six months to apply the regulations to 
several problem areas, including Great Highway between Lincoln 
and Sloat, both sides of Golden Gate Park on Lincoln and Fulton 
between Great Highway and Stanyan, 16th and 17th Streets 
between Harrison and Potrero, parts of John Muir Drive and Lake 
Merced Boulevard, most of the Sunset around 36th and 37th 
Avenues, Clarendon between Twin Peaks and Laguna Honda, 
Innes between Arelious and Ingalls, and Geneva between Moscow 
and Brookdale.  
 
COMMENTS  
guest 
"and the trash and vandalism that usually comes with them." -- ? 
You really can say the same of any grounded neighborhood. 
09/25/12 02:13 PM 
* 
guest 
not really... there are extra factors... here in los angeles the city 
banned campers in one area so they just moved to an area a few 
blocks away. We walk down there often and in the morning you 
see people coming out of the trailers with bags of urine and feces 
to dispose of... god knows where. At least in "grounded 
neighborhoods" the majority of folks have some version of a flush 
toilet more often than not. also in grounded neighborhoods the 
majority of the people will have access to trash bins of some sort. 
09/25/12 02:24 PM 

 



 

* 
Haggie 
Nuisance laws are more effective in reducing "homelessness" in 
San Francisco than the hundreds of millions of dollars funneled 
into make-work homeless advocacy groups each year.  Take all that 
money and dramatically beef up SFPD. Have a task force that 
tickets and arrests homeless for nuisance law violations (sit/lie, 
campers, panhandling, etc...) and the SF homeless problem would 
vanish in months. 
09/25/12 02:54 PM 
* 
guest 
@Haggie: So then why do we have more "nuisance" laws and 
more homeless people than ever before? 
09/25/12 02:56 PM 
* 
guest 
Don't claim you're with God if you're against the poor. All I can 
say. 
09/26/12 03:21 AM 
**************************************************** 
 
http://www.sfexaminer.com/local/transportation/2012/09/rvs-
parked-overnight-san-francisco-have-hit-road 
 
RVs parked overnight in San Francisco have to hit road 
By: Joshua Sabatini | 09/25/12 8:36 PM    SF Examiner Staff 
Writer 
 
Home on wheels: Advocates for the homeless say legislation on 
RV parking approved by the Board of Supervisors will hurt 
homeless people who have nowhere else to go. The City is 
developing a plan to get people living in their vehicles into 
temporary housing. Despite concerns from advocates for the 
homeless, San Francisco officials on Tuesday enacted a ban on 

 

http://www.sfexaminer.com/local/transportation/2012/09/rvs-parked-overnight-san-francisco-have-hit-road
http://www.sfexaminer.com/local/transportation/2012/09/rvs-parked-overnight-san-francisco-have-hit-road


 

overnight parking of recreational vehicles in certain parts of The 
City. 
 
Starting March 1, the San Francisco Municipal Transportation 
Agency will begin installing signs prohibiting the parking of 
vehicles more than 22 feet in length or 7 feet in height between 
midnight and 6 a.m in some areas. A complete list of locations will 
be determined later by the SFMTA, but chronic problem areas such 
as parts of both the Sunset and Bayview districts are expected to be 
included.  The prolonged parking of oversized vehicles has 
angered residents for attracting graffiti or for being eyesores.  
Others have complained about the behavior of those who use 
vehicles as their homes.  “I’m tired of my neighborhood being the 
dump,” said Supervisor Malia Cohen, whose district includes the 
Bayview. “What you find are people who are wealthy enough and 
own these vehicles actually don’t park them in their own 
neighborhood, they actually park them on the southeastern part of 
The City.”   Cohen added that those living in vehicles are creating 
a health concern.   “I’m talking about human excrement lying on 
the streets and the sidewalks. No one needs to live like this,” she 
said. 
 
The legislation, authored by Supervisor Carmen Chu, was 
approved by the Board of Supervisors in a 7-4 vote Tuesday. Chu 
said current laws, such as a ban on parking for more than 72 hours, 
are not working. Supervisors Jane Kim, Christina Olague, John 
Avalos and David Campos opposed the legislation, siding with 
homeless advocates who blasted the proposal as a mean-spirited 
attack. 
 
“We’re really disappointed that during the economic crisis that the 
city of San Francisco is further criminalizing people who have no 
choice but to live in RVs,” said Jennifer Friedenbach, executive 
director of the Coalition on Homelessness. 
 

 



 

City officials said they plan to offer free vehicle storage to those 
who agree to enter temporary housing and receive city services. A 
2011 estimate found at least 165 people were homeless and living 
in vehicles. 
 
COMMENTS 
WhiskeyBum 
7 pm - 5am !!  09/27/2012 09:43 PM 
  
WhiskeyBum 
 State/City employee parking lots would have lots of open spaces 
overnight . Why not let these folks park there , 7 am - 5 am or such 
? Just moving them out of one area does not solve the problem , 
nor does moving them out of one town .  Like it or not San 
Francisco/ California/ America , the number of folks who can only 
make it by financially - On Their Own - by living in their vehicles 
is on the rise . Taking the vehicles away and getting them into 
public housing just takes their last shred of independence and 
dignity away , and puts them squarely on Our Dime , an We are 
broke . 
09/27/2012 09:42 PM 
* 
fed up with u 
I would be happy to see them leave the sunset, better yet leave SF 
all together! Too much crime spawns from their RVs and we are 
tired of it! 
09/26/2012 09:34 PM 
* 
FaceCrusher 
Wonder when the first lawsuit will be filed? As this law also 
applies to commercial trucks, some business out there without 
private parking will likely file suit to have it overturned shortly 
after it goes into effect in March 2013.  Doesn't this law directly 
conflict with state law allowing parking for 72 consecutive hours 
on public streets? 

 



 

09/26/2012 09:19 PM 
* 
Spysea007 
Oh and never mine the homeless drug addicts sleeping everywhere 
.....  
09/26/2012 04:42 PM 
* 
Emelie Koshland    in reply to Spysea007 
What do you mean?  This is SAN FRANCISCO not Jackson hole!  
Deal with it!  It has been here long before you and long after.  It is 
as well part of what gives SF its reputation.  Remember the 1960's?  
I dont understand how all of these people think that SF should and 
can be drug addicted free without eliminating the "free" living vibe 
from SF.   
09/27/2012 04:31 PM 

V 
oiled up 
I wouldn't recommend it, but they're complaints from these owners 
that their windows are being shot with bee-bees guns by angry 
home-owners....That's no way to settle frustrations, but community 
police workers might help to settle these folks down. 
09/26/2012 02:30 PM 
 * 
Anonymous in reply to oiled up 
whats a community police worker? wow cool great idea! can they 
come out and shovel sht from the homeless? how do we get a hold 
of them? where are they?  great idea I gotta get a hold of 
them...wow great idea  wow. 
09/26/2012 07:01 PM 
* 
Marie Roth 
I wish they'd just enforce the laws on the books.  Not everyone 
who parks an RV is an outlaw.  Just stop feeding them everywhere 

 



 

and enforce the vagrancy laws. 
09/26/2012 02:19 PM 

V 
Anonymous  in reply to Marie Roth 
marie- 
no one said they were outlaws.  just taking up a parking space for 
those who pay for the dpt permit and are looking for a spot each 
evening in an already congested area.  residents in residential 
parking sticker areas wait  at 5pm for a spot to open up while rv 
guy stretches and dumps his sht and urine on the sidewalk.  feed 
them? they cant feed themselves like a panda at the zoo?  Under 
the new law taking their rv away and putting them in 
temporary housing will fix it.  Once word get out the ones who 
cry that they have no place else to go will all of a sudden move 
out of town . Surprise Surprise.  The vagrancy laws are not 
explicit enough.   Oh wait,  they are outlaws. 
09/26/2012 07:10 PM 
* 
403main 
Soooooo Ms. Kim District 6 is a Peee & Poooo advocate just like 
her predecessor...the King of Peee & Poooo Chris Daly.........So we 
can crown our new  Queen of Peeeeeeee & Pooooooo 
Thaaaada...I present to you the Royal Queen of District 6.....Ms 
Jane Kim our new regal Queen of Peeeeeee & Pooooo........enjoy 
the stink....voters. 
09/26/2012 12:26 PM 
* 
"Arf!" Lemming, Shipyard . New Deal Democrat  in reply to 
403main 
I am surprised that Olague voted against it , though. The other 3 
( Gang of Three ) ;  not at all surprised. 
09/26/2012 01:20 PM 
 * 

 



 

Guest 
They park in front of your house.  They know when you're home 
and when you're not.  It's creepy. 
09/26/2012 11:57 AM 
* 
sfsoma 
Hit the road.....To a neighborhood where they are not banned.  
What ineffective legislation.  Board of  Fools. 
09/26/2012 10:20 AM 
* 
ken briggs 
the city and the state should get together and let one of the 
overpasses that the state is not doing nothing with under the 
overpass and let the homeless park under them and put a dump site 
for the campers can dump the waste , then all the campers will be 
in one spot (aka SEGREGATION) so charge them  $ 10.00 a week 
for parking . 
09/26/2012 09:19 AM 
 * 
"Arf!" Lemming, Shipyard . New Deal Democrat  in reply to 
ken briggs 
..and they can also earn extra cash by pet sitting. 
09/26/2012 01:15 PM 
***************************************************** 
http://www.sfexaminer.com/local/2012/09/new-rv-rules-irk-
homeless-advocates 
 
New RV rules irk homeless advocates 
By: Joshua Sabatini | 09/17/12 10:24 PM 
SF Examiner Staff Writer 
 
Homeless advocates say motor homes are often the only option for 
people who are struggling financially.  With San Francisco on the 
verge of passing a law to crack down on recreational vehicles 
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parking on city streets, homeless advocates are decrying the 
measure as a wrong-headed attack on people who live in their 
vehicles. 
 
The Board of Supervisors is expected to pass the law next week, 
after which the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency 
would put up signs prohibiting parking of large vehicles such as 
campers between midnight and 6 a.m. in certain areas where the 
practice is considered a problem.  Supervisor Carmen Chu, who 
authored the legislation, said existing laws — such as The City’s 
ban on parking for 72 consecutive hours — are not working.  
“There are a large number of people who are storing vehicles on 
our city streets without much consequence,” said Chu, noting that 
commercial vehicles also are a problem.  The Board of Supervisors 
Land Use and Economic Development Committee, which consists 
of Supervisors Malia Cohen, Eric Mar and Scott Wiener, voted 3-0 
Monday to send the legislation to the full board with a 
recommendation to approve it. 
 
Homeowner Mary Ellen Collins, who lives on La Playa Street, 
strongly supported the legislation and said problems such as thefts 
and assaults associated with people living in their campers 
overnight are only increasing.  “About every two weeks, I am 
hosing off human excrement from the side gate of my house,” 
Collins said. “It is not safe for me to live in my neighborhood 
anymore. Allow us to get some quality of life back into our 
neighborhood.” 
 
But homeless advocates oppose the law.  “It is not uncommon for 
people in San Francisco to use their very last resources after losing 
their job to invest in a large vehicle or camper and move into it,” 
said Jennifer Friedenbach, executive director of the Coalition on 
Homelessness. 
 
The City also is exploring efforts to encourage people living in 

 



 

vehicles to transition to housing, Chu said. One of the roadblocks 
there, she said, is that many such people do not want to give up 
their vehicles, so The City is considering where they could be 
stored while their occupants receive city services and housing. 
 
A 2011 SFMTA survey found 461 oversized vehicles parked on the 
street, with the highest numbers in District 4, which includes the 
Sunset; District 6, which includes the Tenderloin; and District 10, 
which includes the Bayview. 
 
Clarification: This article was updated on Sept. 19, 2012. This 
version of the article clarifies that the new restrictions on RV 
parking would only be for certain areas of The City. 
 
 
COMMENTS 
FrankP 
The homeless have run amock in San Francisco long enough. It is 
time to enforce quality of life issues! 
10/05/2012  5:50 PM 
* 
Captaindeuce 
The City should look to the City of Santa Barbara which adopted 
an approach which has city owned parking lots designed for long-
term parking of citizens who live out of their cars. As one 
commented earlier, the city could install public bathrooms, 
"parkscape" these locations, and have strictly enforced rules 
against drugs and other illicit activity in order to prevent them 
from becoming a trash encampment.  Definitely a lot cheaper than 
constructing million dollar housing and piling on more city debt. 
09/19/2012 07:19 PM 
* 
Sebra Leaves 
The city could establish trailer parks for people who live in RVs 
and trailers. Trailer parks are a lot cheaper way to 'house" people 

 



 

than building multi-million dollar low income housing projects. 
Public facilities in trailer parks would help to keep the homeless 
out of harms' way and allow them to return to a life of dignity. The 
downside of this solution is that it would not provide much money 
to the big banks and developers who rely on the public projects 
such as the multi-million dollars low-income housing projects. 
09/18/2012 08:26 PM 
* 
larry david 
The parking of Commerical Vehicles, and RV's are a huge problem 
on the City's westside...Lake Merced, Ocean Beach, and around 
Golden Gate Park.  Isn't it enough that the City allows the 
homeless to take over Downtown & the Finanical Districts...Now 
the Homeless Advocates are crying "foul" because the residents, & 
neighborhood folks don't want them their hoods...I say enough is 
enough! Bravo, SF BOS! 
09/18/2012 05:41 PM 
* 
Awayneramsey 
We wait for the real estate speculator industry illusions, that is, 
“sustained growth in housing prices” in San Francisco, a bubble—
to burst. Twenty-two years ago City College Professor Green 
provided students hand-outs depicting the increasing income 
differences between wage earners with an emphasis on the 
diminishing middle class. Recently, I listened to another lecture by 
Heiner Flassbeck relevant to this growing inequality phenomenon 
and the neo-liberal economist opinion that this must happen 
according to competitive market trends. Soon, with defunded 
governments, no regulation and privatization, our dictator will be a 
rotating collective of corporate plutocrats and millions-more 
disfranchised, homeless citizens being pursued by paramilitary 
minders.  09/18/2012 03:52 PM 
* 
Dana E 
If you can't afford to live in SF, then you can't afford to live in SF.  

 



 

It's just that simple.  You need to move to a city that you can afford 
to live in, rather than squat in one of the most expensive cities in 
the nation and expect the rest of us to take care of you through 
public services.  The majority of motor homes I see around the city 
aren't people just down on their luck.  These are filthy drifter-
mobiles piled with junk, housing people with no interest in 
working.  People making a last ditch effort to get back on their feet 
would be more likely to continue to live like humans and keep 
their RVs tidy while they strive to better their circumstances.  I'm 
all for ridding the city of the leeches who perpetually strain the 
city's already taxed services, but nurturing people who are 
genuinely trying to get back into a permanent housing and 
employment situation.  Finding that balance will be the tricky part. 
09/18/2012 01:37 PM 
* 
Awayneramsey  in reply to Dana E 
If one wants to make life unnecessarily difficult for others one can. 
You have demonstrated your intent. 
09/18/2012 04:07 PM 
*  
Mary 
Bravo -- one of the other problems these large vehicle storage 
people cause is severe damage to street trees.  They literally back 
their campers and trucks into (or drive into) the tree canopy and 
break off huge branches, weakening and often killing street trees.  
If you see a medium size sidewalk tree with that kind of damage, a 
truck or RV was usually the culprit. 
09/18/2012 12:33 PM 
* 
Yip 
So how does it work if I actually live in San Francisco and own an 
RV and need to park overnight?  Looks like this will be at the cost 
for those of us who pay taxes.    
09/18/2012 12:04 PM 
* 

 



 

SFNUTBOY   in reply to Yip 
USE YOUR OWN DRIVEWAY.  IF YOU DONT HAVE A  
DRIVEWAY THEN RENT A STORAGE LOCKER LIKE 
OTHER TAX PAYERS.  IF YOUR NOT A TAX PAYER THEN 
YOUR LIVING IN YOUR RV AND NOT PAYING FOR 
ANYTHING. WE ARE. WE ARE PAYING FOR YOUR 
GENERAL ASSISTANCE CHECKS, YOUR, MED-I-CAL 
BENEFITS AND YOUR CHILDRENS HEALTH CARE.  THATS 
HOW IT WORKS. GLAD TO HELP. 09/24/2012 08:37 PM 
* 
SF   in reply to Yip 
if you live in the city and like to have an rv (which i can not find 
any miningfull reason) then you can afford to pay for a 
parking...see the big picture. most probably your rv will be broken 
in by the people from the nearby rv... 
09/18/2012 01:57 PM 
* 
RV People 
 “About every two weeks, I am hosing off human excrement from 
the side  gate of my house,” Collins said. “It is not safe for me to 
live in my  neighborhood anymore. Allow us to get some quality of 
life back into our  neighborhood.” 
 
Our neighborhood association certainly agrees with this person 
since we have the same set of "problems".  The progressive board 
of supervisors better get a clue, and fast ...or else they will be voted 
out.  After years and years of their complete control things have 
gotten worse not better, in almost all areas of the City.  If they 
continue to push for an agenda that ignores the voters they will 
soon find themselves out of a job and out of political muscle, they 
will be ineffective in pushing their "agenda".          
09/18/2012 10:39 AM 
*  
Awayneramsey  in reply to RV People 
The sitting mayor, Edwin Lee, is a moderate.  What is he doing? 

 



 

09/18/2012 04:11 PM 
 * 
Seriously?    in reply to Awayneramsey 
Perhaps people with RV should go to an RV park....should the 
Mayor tell them?  You would think they would already know that 
right?  09/18/2012 04:23 PM 
* 
Awayneramsey   in reply to Seriously? 
One only need emulate native-born San Franciscans to understand 
the material meanings of arrogant, repugnant and entitled. San 
Francisco is a very small fish in a vast pond, metaphorically. Get 
out of your insular world and explore. I did. It is not so 
comfortable for most people. Every day is more than a struggle. 
09/18/2012 05:11 PM 
*  
RV People  in reply to Awayneramsey 
The city now funds $1 Billion annually for social services to 
support those less fortunate.   I think everyone feels the city is 
doing much more than most other cities in the nation.  We will 
never be able to solve the city's, state and nations social problems 
here in 49 square miles.  It will take a national, state and regional 
approach.  Personally I think RV parks  represent a very good 
alternative, obviously your opinion is different but I don't resort to 
name calling... 09/18/2012 07:21 PM 
*  
Awayneramsey    in reply to RV People 
"Die kacke ist am dampfen."   (author’s note:   this Google 
translates to:  The shit is on steam.) 
09/19/2012 01:18 PM 
* 
voltairesmistress 
Too much surveilance, too much government.  This is what makes 
me despise SF politicians and neighborhood activists. So now if a 
relative or friend stops overnight to visit me, I have to tell them not 
to visit until they park their camper outside SF and I go fetch 

 



 

them? Further, let these camper dwellers be! For the few that cause 
neighbors problems, apply the existing laws against using the 
streets and yards as their toilets.  Pursue the thieves. The rest are 
mostly law abiding, just going through a hard patch.  
09/18/2012 05:13 AM 
* 
Dsfdsa   in reply to voltairesmistress 
i would be more worried that your friends camper will be broken in 
by the guys in the nearby rv's waithing for them...do not 
complain..be happy if this works. 09/18/2012 02:01 PM  
* 
Seriously?    in reply to voltairesmistress 
So it's get government "off my back" until I want them on my 
back?  If you live in a neighborhood with this problem then you 
know.  You know that some people do not respect the 
neighborhoods they are in ...maybe if they did this would not be 
needed?  Just like speed limits...if people drove carefully they 
wouldn't be needed.  It takes a few to "mess" it up for the many. 
09/18/2012 10:42 AM 
 
No Hate 
So our tax dollars will give people who can afford an RV a home 
AND a storage lot for their RV?   Wow, the price of RVs just shot 
up in SF!  Even MediCal puts a lien on a senior's home to recoup 
their nursing home costs after they die!  SF would buy their home 
from the bank (with tax payers money) and give it back to the 
senior while they were in the nursing home, so the senior can leave 
it to their kids, I bet.  09/18/2012 04:41 AM 
* 
WhiskeyBum 
Trying to get people who are  cutting their bills to get by , while 
Not receiving tax dollars , to store those vehicles at Tax Expense , 
and then have them receive Tax $ for services and housing? 
I applaud these individuals for " Finding a Way " when they were 
hit with hard economic times, or just realized that retirement for 

 



 

them meant living in a RV . I steps Government , and new laws , to 
make sure that option is eliminated , and they are place squarely on 
some form of Welfare .  You can no longer even be Broke in Peace  
in America. 09/18/2012 02:42 AM 
*  
Seriously?   in reply to WhiskeyBum 
Your name says it all....By the way there are so many city social 
programs in place to support those less fortunate.  The city now 
spends about $1 Billion, yes that is Billion on social support 
programs.   There are also plenty of RV parks that have very low 
monthly hook up fees, many in the east bay too.  Perhaps they can 
take their RV to established RV Parks. 09/18/2012 10:45 AM 
* 
missiondweller 
Finally! Thanks Carmen Chu. 
Many of these people are not homeless. Most are just passing 
through that park around GG Park. Personally I'd be fine with 
charging them for a  parking permit, not to last more than a week. 
09/18/2012 01:43 AM 
***************************************************** 
http://oceanbeachbulletin.com/2012/09/17/great-highway-wall-of-
rvs-targeted-by-new-proposal/ 
 
(Author’s Note: I was interviewed by Tom Prete on the 1st morning 
we had our new, more modern and better-looking RV) 
 
Great Highway wall of RVs targeted  
by new proposal 
Posted by Tom Prete on 9/17/12  
 
For anyone with a big truck or camper, the Lower Great Highway 
might seem a wide-open paradise of plentiful parking and 
infrequent street sweeping. But residents near one stretch of this 
street hope that a new proposal before the Board of Supervisors 
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Tuesday will keep these vehicles from turning their neighborhood 
into a storage yard and prevent them from providing a wall that 
blocks illicit activity from the view of the public and the police. 
 
“It’s looking like a large-vehicle storage area,” said John 
Zwolinski, who lives in the outer Sunset District near the Lower 
Great Highway and Golden Gate Park. Zwolinski also heads up a 
neighborhood watch group.  Zwolinski believes that many of the 
trucks and RVs parked on Lower Great Highway belong to people 
from other parts of San Francisco who find his neighborhood a 
convenient place to park their vehicles for free. And since City 
street sweepers only come once every two weeks, once a truck is 
parked it may not move for days. 
 
“It’s almost impossible to tell” for sure if someone is living in the 
RVs parked in the area, said Zwolinski. But regardless of whether 
the vehicles are occupied, he said, he’s seen problems crop up 
when long strings of them are parked together. 
 
“Oversize vehicles are taking up all the parking along certain 
corridors in the neighborhood, they’re blocking police line of sight 
on these streets, they’re causing blind spots in intersections. It’s 
dangerous,” he said. 
 
“Behind these large vehicles the police can’t see to the side of the 
road. We’re finding illegal dumping. Litter. Needles. People are 
feeling uncomfortable … because it’s concealed. It’s providing a 
screen.”  These residents have taken their concerns to Supervisor 
Carmen Chu, who has proposed legislation to let City parking 
officials restrict where vehicles larger than 22 feet long or 7 feet 
high can park between midnight and 6 a.m. The San Francisco 
Board of Supervisors is scheduled to hear the proposal at its 
Tuesday, Sept. 25 meeting after the Land Use and Economic 
Development Committee sent it through unanimously Sept. 17. 
 

 



 

This is all old hat to Ramona Mayon, who for years has lived with 
her husband, Greg, and their children in an RV on Lower Great 
Highway.   “We’ve been fighting City Hall since 1997,” she said 
on a recent Sunday morning at the table of her new RV as Greg 
and their son Merlin — a junior at the Richmond District’s 
Washington High School — watched a football game on television. 
 
Mayon, who identifies as an American Scottish Traveller, says 
she’s never lived in a stationary home and doesn’t consider herself 
homeless. She says there’s a worldwide pattern of persecution of 
nomadic people, and chronicles her views about that persecution 
and living in an RV in San Francisco in her blog.  “We understand 
the other side’s problem,” Mayon said. But she said there aren’t 
any viable alternatives for mobile homes in San Francisco.  
“There’s nowhere else for RVs to go.” 
 
Chu, who represents District 4 at the board, said the issues 
surrounding big trucks and RVs parking on neighborhood streets 
affect many neighborhoods.  “This is not a unique Sunset District 
problem,” she said.  In fact, a 2011 report by the San Francisco 
Municipal Transportation Agency states that 33 percent of the 
oversize vehicles parked in the city were found in District 10 and 
29 percent in District 6. District 4 still had the third-most trucks 
and RVs in San Francisco: 16 percent of the oversize vehicles in 
the city, or 74 vehicles. District 10 Supervisor Malia Cohen signed 
on as a cosponsor of Chu’s legislation in committee.  The Board of 
Supervisors can’t directly impose parking regulations, Chu 
explained. But her proposed legislation would allow the SFMTA to 
restrict the overnight parking of large vehicles in certain zones. 
 
Among the first areas that could be affected by new parking rules: 
Great Highway between Lincoln and Sloat 
Lincoln Way between Great Highway and Stanyan 
Fulton between Great Highway and Stanyan 
16th& 17th Streets between Harrison and Potrero 

 



 

John Muir between Skyline and Lake Merced Blvd. 
Lake Merced Blvd. between Winston and Brotherhood Way 
36th& 37th Avenues between Lincoln and Sloat 
Kirkham, Lawton, Moraga, Noriega, Ortega, Pacheco, Quintara, 
Rivera, Santiago, Taraval, Ulloa, Vicente, and Wawona between 
36th & 37thAvenues 
Clarendon between Twin Peaks and Laguna Honda 
Innes Ave. between Arelious Walker and Ingalls 
Geneva Ave between Moscow St. and Brookdale 
 
“The intention is not to ban it outright,” she said, noting that other 
spaces for large vehicles wouldn’t be included in the potential new 
rules.  I think this is a tradeoff, that’s the reason why we didn’t ban 
it in the entire city,” she said. 
 
Although some RVs parked on city streets may be simply stored 
and not lived in, some people who do live in their campers may 
worry that if they enter City residential homeless programs they 
may lose their vehicles because they won’t be able to move them 
to comply with parking rules. Chu said she has been talking with 
Bevan Dufty, who heads San Francisco’s homeless services, to let 
these people temporarily store their vehicles on Treasure Island. 
 
Back in the outer Sunset District, some residents said at last week’s 
Land Use Committee hearing, the quality of life has taken a hit.   
“When I walk by [a string of RVs parked together], I literally don’t 
feel safe. I feel like someone’s going to pop out,” said Lisa 
Olswing. 
 
“About every two weeks I am hosing off human excrement from 
the side gate,” said Mary Ellen Collins, who lives near where RVs 
and campers often cluster on the Lower Great Highway.  “It’s not 
safe for me to live in my neighborhood anymore.” 
 
The oversize-vehicle legislation is Item 20 on the Sept. 25 Board 

 



 

of Supervisors agenda (PDF). The board’s meeting is scheduled to 
start at 2 p.m. in Room 250 of San Francisco City Hall. The 
meeting will be televised on Comcast cable Channel 26 and will be 
webcast live on SFGovTV. Watch the Sept. 17 Land Use 
Committee meeting. 
* 
COMMENTS 
 
Patrick 
September 18, 2012 • 9:04 pm 
This legislation will not solve the problem. It will simply push the 
rvs and their associated problems farther into our neighborhood. 
* 
Carl 
September 18, 2012 • 7:42 pm 
And yet you do nothing about the people with stolen grocery carts 
living in the doorways of the Sunset and in the bushes of Golden 
Gate Park.  It’s not going to get better by getting rid of the RV’s 
and the myth of drug dealing. If drugs are dealt out of vehicles 
cars, vans, pickups or RV’s let the undercovers solve that problem 
if it exists. 
* 
Karen 
September 17, 2012 • 8:17 pm 
I don’t know – this seems a little extreme. Where are these people 
supposed to park if all these locations are banned? It just puts them 
directly in front of people’s houses instead of along the park where 
there is at least some buffer from the houses. I wish there was a 
better way than to ban parking altogether. 
* 
Kristin 
September 17, 2012 • 1:49 pm 
I agree, these RVs are a problem. The committee should be a dbag 
like my neighbor and call SFMTA out every 48 hours to “warn” 
them about the 72 hour park law since it seems changing the law 

 



 

on these campers isn’t top priority. If I deserve to be harassed 
every 48 hours for having the mi$fortune of renting without a 
garage in our cozy little ‘hood, these guys should too, since the 
street cleaning isn’t a factor……. 
* 
Kristin 
September 17, 2012 • 4:25 pm 
UPDATE: Awesome update  
* 
Carl 
September 18, 2012 • 8:03 pm 
Kristin, 
By forcing the SFMTA to change the parking in the area it will 
bring the 72 hour parking rule down on all vehicles parked in the 
area. Ask others who live in highly regulated parking areas with 
stickers that are expensive about the trouble they have with the 
parking Nazis that swoop down and write citations at the speed of 
light. The Sunset will end up with that enforcement. Their are a lot 
of cars that don’t move except on street sweeping days that will be 
made to move ever 72 hours. People with garage parking are 
causing all this trouble. 
***************************************************** 
Author’s note:  This quote from the Sept 23, 2012 visit to our new 
RV wasn’t  my first encounter with Ocean Beach Bulletin or Tom 
Prete:  here is the exchange from one of  my website plus a 
comment from another reader   
http://mybigfatbookofgypsytravellerhate.ramonamayon.com/my-
modern-day-gypsy-wagon/    
 
Tom Prete, Ocean Beach Bulletin: 
Hi, there. One quibble: John Zwolinski didn’t take the next-to-last 
photo on this page. I did. I didn’t take it “to prove there are too 
many” people living in RVs in the area, but just to show people 
what the discussion is about. Ocean Beach Bulletin readers can 
make up their own minds about the matter. Zwolinski has allowed 
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the Ocean Beach Bulletin to use some of his photos for articles 
about the parking of RVs in the neighborhood, but he’s never shot 
any such photos at our request. 
 
May 8, 2012, 3:59 pm 
 
admin: 
Yes, Mr. Prete is quite correct. The photos Mr. Zwolinski took 
went with his June 13, 2011 piece on the issue “Car camping in 
Outer Sunset presents many problems but few solutions” by Posted 
by Mark Lukach on 6/13/11 • Categorized as News In-Depth So 
Mr. Prete’s piece came six months earlier, Dec 30, 2011 and is 
below as follows. What I am taking issue with is my home being 
shown in one of the two photos in his blog, and even though Mr. 
Prete cleverly writes almost all of his article in the quotes of 
others, I have to say, for the record, having my home’s photo in the 
blog full of ‘Us and Them’ sentiment feels like intimidation. 
 
Below in bold-type are the statements, that I as an American 
Scottish-Traveller (an ethnic group protected in International 
courts since 2008), feel that I have grounds in believing that I and 
my family’s rights are being violated under the 1964 Civil Rights 
Act to have a group of people like Tom and John and Pat and all 
the others who comment here and in the other blogs I have found 
sprinkled freely on the Internet, people who have no problem 
utilizing the police in a personal manner, for a personal purpose, 
but most especially, with the sanction of the City of San Francisco 
(in a “Policy, Pattern and Practice”) for it’s historical disdain, hate 
and bigotry towards gypsyTravellers, the use of a public facility 
(which the 2005 Dept. of Defense’s book of terms says a “roadway 
maintained for the public, including the ground under it, is a 
‘public facility’”). 
 
Do I have to remind my readers that this country has long clung to 
evil laws and vicious customs separating groups from one 

 



 

another…remember the American Indians on the Trail of Tears and 
let’s not forget how about an entire nation brought to its knees in 
bloodshed over the right to own a man and his off-spring. If we 
don’t look at history, we will never learn how to handle the 
‘problems’ of the present. We who live on wheels are citizens too. 
We have the same rights as others do under the California 
Constitution that is “the right to pursue and obtain happiness, 
safety and privacy as well as the same property rights. Just because 
there is a law that criminalizes me at 10 pm does not mean it is a 
just or constitutional law. 
* 
* 
* 
TOM PRETE’s article on his blog @ 
http://oceanbeachbulletin.com/2011/08/05/ocean-beach-news-
roundup-august-5/#comment-5462 
Tagged as: crime, outer sunset, SFPD 
1 Comment 
 
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ it’s all about property value 
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
 
As an editor about San Francisco matters, maybe you oughta take a 
look at my primary website that holds my first book. Yes, by the 
way, not only am I a piece of trash RV Dweller, I am also a web 
designer and an author, and last year released my first book online 
May 2010 Collected Letters from the Abyss 
 
Back to that picture you took of my HOME, you creepy man, 
standing outside taking PICTURES and knowing you are going 
home to write about the ‘issue’, creepy you creepy John and creepy 
Pat, bet there’s a law against me doing it to your house for 
sure…well, I am gonna ask a judge if it’s okay what you all are 
doing to mine. 
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So, yeah go look at that picture you took of my RV, back to the 
picture you took, in the window there’s what I want you to see in 
the window of my RV, the round seal that says “proud parent of a 
Marine”. This old, shabby, little RV has launched 4 children into 
the world that are pretty AMAZING, so folks around here are 
always telling me, part of the neighborhood like we: that’s 2 boys 
in the Marines (one was a checker at “your” Safeway for 3 years 
before he joined the Marines ~ he has a month left on his second 
tour in Afghanistan as a ReCon Marine) plus we have another boy, 
16 and the only one still at ‘home’ who just got on the football 
team at Washington High and everyone is turning somersaults 
about how good he is and how far football will take him (“There’s 
a lot of money in the NFL,” Merlin likes to brag when asking me 
for his 5th or 7th pb&j before bed) plus we also have a beautiful 20 
year-old girl who is starting college and works at Stonestown and 
has her own place already, paying rent on a box already. 
 
Except she had to grow up in this community’s hate for her home. 
Go read The Half Life of Fear  
http://mybigfatbookofgypsytravellerhate.ramonamayon.com/half-
life-of-fear/and see what my kids have been subjected to because 
of a special brand of bigotry I fully intend to expose. 
 
Like old man Hearst of the newspaper empire said, “Don’t pick a 
fight with someone who buys ink by the barrel.” I can build a 
website like nobody’s business, and I can string a thought together. 
I am going to show a judge what SFPD 97-98 is: attempted 
apartheid, and failing that, segregation. 
 
Black’s Law Dictionary defines a ‘Jim Crow law’ as one which 
first assigns inferiority and then sets out to prosecute it. 
 
Mr. Prete, when you tag your anti-gypsyTraveller article with 
“crime, outer Sunset, SFPD”, I think you are being coy with your 
comment here as your blog shows you are well-positioned in how 
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you want your readers to think about the Ocean Beach Bulletin and 
your opinion of the ‘matter’. But, thank you for correcting the 
record of who took the photo that disturbed me so deeply when I 
first visited your Ocean Beach Bulletin. The shock of seeing it, I 
nearly started a website, just to call it: “Ocean Beach Bully 
Bulletin”. As I am very good with SEO, I decided against doing it 
because, as my husband pointed out, if i can’t take a little local 
hate, then I guess I will have to toughen up some more. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Ramona Mayon 
 
May 9, 2012, 3:31 pm Reply 
 
cdnsurfer: 
As a surfer/traveler that travels frequently from the northwest 
down south and beyond in my 85 toyota dolphin and have spent a 
fair share of nights in the area over the years and have noticed the 
hate/resentment from people who live in the area over my last 
couple trips through. I’m a father and not a drunk or drug abuser 
and it saddens me to think the place where I have been to coming 
to for so long to surf Ocean Beach and head into the city to enjoy 
the culture; food that is in SF. I just found your website while 
sitting in my home/rv heading that way and am now a little hesitant 
about headed there. I really enjoy and appreciate your website. 
Peace and aloha! 
 
August 10, 2012, 10:20 am 
 
***************************************************** 
http://www.kqed.org/news/story/2012/10/01/108596/san_francisco
s_homeless_czar_defends_recent_encampment_clearings?category
=bay+area 
 
San Francisco's Homeless Czar Defends Recent Encampment 
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Clearings 
by Peter Shuler | October 1, 2012  
 
Bevan Dufty, the man hired to address San Francisco’s 
homelessness issues, is defending the city’s record after what some 
see as a series of attacks on the down and out.  He says the city is 
doing its best to get people into safe housing.  In recent weeks, the 
city cleared a large encampment under I-280, and the last remnants 
of an Occupy camp Downtown. The Board of Supervisors banned 
overnight parking of RVs in some neighborhoods. 
 
Dufty, who heads city efforts to help the homeless, says he’s not 
interested in simply pushing people from place to place. "I can 
assure you that our SF Homeless Outreach Team, SFHOT Team, 
has been out and we’ve been offering to engage people in this 
manner." 
 
Dufty says the recent incidents were in response to health and 
safety concerns and involved a variety of agencies. He says the city 
just added 20 new stabilization beds to help meet the extra demand 
and dozens of units of affordable housing are coming online in the 
coming year. 
* 
Sebra Leaves • a day ago - 
So, how many people are sleeping in their vehicles and how will 
adding 20 new beds and dozens of unites of affordable housing 
help them? Why not turn some of those empty lots the city owns 
into a couple of trailer parks for the RVs? Maybe you could put 
them near a Muni hub. 
***************************************************** 
http://oceanbeachbulletin.com/2012/09/25/rv-parking-plan-
unfairly-targets-people-living-in-vehicles-opinion/ 
RV parking plan unfairly targets people living in vehicles – 
Opinion 
Posted by Editorial Staff on 9/25/12     Photo: Tom Prete / Ocean 
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Beach Bulletin 
Opinion By Kathleen C. Gray 
 
The San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency is asking for 
a new ordinance that would make it illegal to park large vehicles 
(read: RVs) overnight anywhere that a sign is posted. The first 
proposed areas for such signage are all areas known to be where 
RVs park on an ongoing basis, including the Lower Great Highway 
in the Sunset District. 
 
One of the major reasons given for why this legislation is needed is 
that neighbors in these certain areas are complaining about the near 
constant presence of RVs, campers, etc. I wonder what those 
neighbors would think if they realized that those vehicles cleave to 
certain areas because the SFPD herded them there in the first place. 
For at least the last 15 years, to my direct knowledge, the police 
have been instructing those living in their vehicles to park there. 
 
I know a little bit about the game that is played. It is called Musical 
Chairs for Inhabited Vehicles. 
 
I don’t do drugs. I am fairly well educated. I have been gainfully 
employed from the age of 15 onward. I have also, sadly, 
experienced being a homeless person. Surprisingly, it didn’t take 
all that much to find myself in that bind: job loss, then savings 
used up, and making a bad choice of a companion, which led to 
domestic violence. All at once, with nothing available for me in the 
shelter system, I had no where to live, no money for a new place. 
So l literally walked down the hill from the house where I had been 
living in the Richmond District, to sleep in Golden Gate Park. 
 
I lived in Golden Gate Park for the better part of a year (from 1997 
to 1998), not by choice but as the absolute last resort. 
 
So all told I worked and lived in San Francisco for 17 years, only 

 



 

two years of which was in conventional housing (the first two). I 
have stayed in  Golden Gate Park, the back of a friend’s van, in a 
van of my own, and later in my beloved 1957 travel trailer which 
had been in storage for the previous seven years, from a time when 
I actually used to go on vacations in it. 
 
Throughout these experiences I had a lot of contact with the police, 
so believe me when I tell you they know exactly who is living in 
what vehicle. I have even had a district captain (new to the 
Richmond at the time) rolling with the black-and-whites as they 
ID’d me and threatened to ticket me for “camping” in the middle 
of a sunny Saturday afternoon at the park. When I reasonably 
pointed out to the uniform the illegality of this, the captain stepped 
out of the car to explain that she “knew I wasn’t breaking the law,” 
but they just wanted to know “who was in there.” This sort of 
treatment is common practice, subverting the use of authority for 
an agenda. 
 
During my time living in a vehicle, the police hounded me 
relentlessly. I was continually woken up by them at 3 in the 
morning. The rude awakening entailed spotlights, shouting and 
pounding on the trailer with their Maglites, thus denting the body 
of the vehicle (I’d like to see them try that on somebody’s 
Mercedes). I had to step out in the cold in my pajamas while they 
ticketed me for the misdemeanor of having been peaceably asleep 
in my vehicle. The funny thing is, this was always accompanied 
with the direction to move my vehicle: not just away, but to 
specific areas. If I was parked in the Sunset somewhere, I was told 
to park on the Lower Great Highway. In the Richmond, they just 
told you to go to the Sunset, but “suggested” the Lower Great. 
 
This was cyclical. There were a few years where the instruction 
was, “Why don’t you go park on Lincoln Way with everyone 
else?” Then it would return to being directed to the  Lower Great 
Highway. 

 



 

 
Now, the SFMTA wants the Board of Supervisors to pass 
legislation that will allow them to start herding these people, who 
are just trying to be self-reliant in the best way they know how or 
can afford. Saying that the obstacle keeping these people from 
accepting city housing is fear of losing their vehicles is 
disingenuous at best; the real fear is for their own quality of life. 
Would you give up your independence, your pets, the beach, the 
park, your neighborhood, to be corralled in the Tenderloin, without 
your pets, in what in many cases amounts to crack hotels filled 
with all the people who may have dragged you down in the first 
place? I have visited friends in these places, and I wouldn’t have 
lived there if you had paid me to. 
 
Problems exist. Some people in vehicles, just like in any segment 
of society, are irresponsible. They don’t carry their trash to the 
trash cans. Surely you don’t believe that homeless people are the 
only ones littering at Ocean Beach? 
 
So, needles are found. You must be aware that drug abuse is not 
solely the affliction of people who are not conventionally housed? 
It always amazes me that whenever needles are found in Golden 
Gate Park, they are always attributed to the homeless people who 
make the park their home, never to the thousands of other citizens 
who use the park to recreate in! 
 
For these problems there are already laws in place. This new 
proposal sounds to me as though the City, despite vigorous 
resistance to it, is just clearing the way for its new pet project at the 
beach, the Beach Chalet soccer field renovation with its attendant 
60-foot-tall stadium lights. And as usual, they are prepared to do 
the clearing right over the backs of the poor. 
 
* 
Publisher’s Note: This opinion article does not necessarily 

 



 

represent the opinion of the Ocean Beach Bulletin. It represents the 
opinion of its author, who is responsible for the veracity of 
statements made in it. The Ocean Beach Bulletin accepts 
submissions of opinion articles. For more information or to submit 
your own opinion article for consideration, please email Tom Prete. 
* 
 
 
COMMENTS: 
Carl 
September 26, 2012 • 10:09 pm 
I see that the next step is parking meters and permits required for 
resident parking. By a few complainers making noise everybody 
who lives in the area will suffer. Next illegal mother-in-law 
apartments will be targeted. Then how many people are occupying 
a residence.  This attack on RV homeless will end up biting us in 
the rear end. Watch and see. 
* 
LouP 
September 26, 2012 • 12:42 pm 
The supporters of the RV parking ban can gloat all they like, but 
the last laugh will be at the expense of all the residents in the 
affected areas. The homeless will merely downsize to vehicles that 
fall under the size limit, and in a few years time when the 
“problem” continues, you will see the introduction of permit only 
parking and parking meters in these neighborhoods to deal with it. 
The ban supporters have just given SF more leverage to further 
restrict parking and extract more revenues in the future. Also 
consider all the innocent residents / working people these new 
rules effect. The common “Sprinter” vans, wheelchair conversion 
vans, 4 wheel drive trucks, and many other common work vehicles 
are all over 7ft tall ( but well under 22ft in length). Where are these 
residents supposed to park now? 
* 
steph 

 



 

October 1, 2012 • 4:03 pm 
people can register for a permit to park those types of cars in their 
own neighborhoods. and they can apply for permits for their guests 
too. 
* 
Biker Paul 
September 25, 2012 • 9:45 pm 
I can never get past people thinking that they are entitled to live on 
public property for free. 
* 
Mickey 
September 28, 2012 • 3:40 pm 
Yes of course: if you have no money you shouldn’t be living… just 
die already.  I cannot believe people can be so hard hearted! For 
god sake, it IS “public” property … not YOUR private area. 
The entirety of western expansion of the United States was people 
living on public (stolen from native american) lands. They simply 
used different terminology: homesteading. 
* 
ollie 
September 28, 2012 • 5:48 pm 
great answer – +1 – America, land of the fee, home of the 
slave…unless you stop to think… 
* 
sebra leaves 
September 25, 2012 • 7:50 pm 
The city needs to establish a car park for folks living in vehicles 
like other cities, such as Santa Barbara have. 
* 
Mark V. 
September 25, 2012 • 4:16 pm 
For me, it’s a safety issue. Over-sized vehicles that park on street 
corners block the visibility into the intersection and increase the 
chances for broadside collisions. I’ve seen this type of accident on 
several occasions along 36th and 37th Avenues. A driver heading 

 



 

north on 37th, for example, can’t see around the tall, commercial 
vehicle or camper van (or both) on the corner and decides to poke 
out in the intersection and then has to gun it to avoid the cross 
traffic. It’s simply unsafe. That’s why I’m for the legislation and 
glad to hear it just passed. 
* 
Mickey 
September 28, 2012 • 3:53 pm 
I agree with this to a point … in general vehicles of a particular 
height should not be parked within 20 feet of an intersection 
* 
A.S. 
September 25, 2012 • 12:07 pm 
I respectfully disagree that this has anything to do with the local 
homeless population. As someone who lives on Great Highway, I 
can tell you that the people causing the problems in front of my 
house are not homeless San Franciscans, but folks who come from 
other parts of the country knowing how lax the laws are here. They 
park their campers and vans on the street, do drug deals, and 
proceed to dump their trash (yes, including needles) and poop all 
over the sidewalk and grass area near the Great Highway path. 
These people are not part of the homeless population down on their 
luck – they are taking advantage of a system that allows them to 
behave that way. I live on this street, but I don’t throw my trash out 
the window or go to the bathroom on my sidewalk. They shouldn’t 
be allowed to either. 
* 
4oceans 
September 25, 2012 • 12:04 pm 
Not sure I follow this. Even if everything the author says is true, 
living in a car on the Great Hwy w/out basic services is still 
repugnant and unacceptable. I think everyone agrees the City is 
responsible… but it doesn’t follow that you then simply dump 
down and out people at the edge of the ocean and walk away. Our 
neighborhood is degraded and dangerous because of what is going 

 



 

on and has been allowed to fester for more than a decade. The City 
would never go for this in wealthy neighborhoods, so quit treating 
the Great Highway and the SF coastline like a neglected third 
world ghetto. 
***************************************************** 
Author’s Note: almost to the end of the section on San Francisco, 
so I will add a little DIRECT history beyond the obvious hippie-
bus hatred of the sixties and seventies.   
 
Right here where I park at Great Highway and Judah, here is what 
used to be here.  Sometimes I swear, I can hear their ghosts playing 
in the pounding surf ~ ~ ~  and they are whispering that John 
Zwolinski  is just a modern-day Alexander Russell.       
http://www.outsidelands.org/sw18.php   
Carville  by Woody LaBounty    November 2002 
 
"Today, the observer in the old Oceanside district is tempted to 
see a streetcar in every long, narrow structure and to imagine 
lines of them hidden in backyards." -Natalie Jahraus Cowan  
 
Ah. that's me. For years I've patrolled the Outer Sunset on Great 
Highway, La Playa, 47th and 48th Avenues, craning my neck over 
backyard fences, scrutinizing odd buildings and transposing cable 
car forms upon each one. How can one resist after reading about 
the famed "Carville", where San Franciscans created homes from 
abandoned streetcars? 
 
In the 1850s and 60s transit companies used horses to pull railcars 
on San Francisco streets. When the beasts gave way to progress in 
the form of cable cars and electric streetcars, the companies sought 
to dump the obsolete rolling stock. The Market Street Railway 
Company even placed a newspaper advertisement offering horse 
cars for $20 (without seats only $10). (1)  Charles Stahl, a gripman 
for the Ellis Street line, showed the potential of the abandoned 
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cars. On a lot he purchased at today's 20th Avenue between Judah 
and Kirkham (then unmarked sand dunes), Stahl connected 
together three old North Beach & Mission horse-cars he bought for 
$45. He mounted the edifice on stilts to keep it above the shifting 
sand, and his family moved into their unique abode in the summer 
of 1895. (2)   In September of that year, the San Francisco 
Examiner tracked the various uses of recycled cars: backyard 
children's playhouses, a real estate office, a shoemaker's shop, and 
out where the Park and Ocean railway line terminated (at 47th 
Avenue and today's Lincoln Way), a "coffee saloon". This last site 
is where the seeds of Carville found flower in the beach sand. (3) 
 
The "founder" of Carville never actually lived in a streetcar. 
Colonel Charles Dailey made his home in a former realtor's shed, 
which he expanded with driftwood from the beach and proceeded 
to decorate with shells and curios washed up from the sea. (4 
)Dailey, a Civil War veteran and a former government agent in 
Arizona, was a friend of Adolph Sutro's, and ostensibly chose his 
eccentric life at the beach for his health. (5) Sutro, in trying to 
convince people to buy his extensive sand-covered properties, 
highlighted what wasn't at the beach: "...no smoke, no sewer gas, 
no decaying matter---nothing to injure the health." (6)  Dailey took 
on three abandoned horse cars from Sutro, rented at $5 a month, 
and opened one as "the Annex", the aforementioned coffee saloon. 
In July of 1896, Dailey's ever-expanding shed and the three horse 
cars were dubbed "Beachside" by a reporter from the San 
Francisco Bulletin. (7) Sutro preferred the area be called the 
"South Side" or "Oceanside", hoping to get wealthy men to buy his 
land for grand estates like his own at Sutro Heights.  But it was the 
more modest scheme of renting old streetcars that took off. 
 
Reading the magazine and newspaper articles of the time, it's clear 
that Carville (or occasionally "Cartown") became a fashionable, if 
quirky, phenomenon.  Bicycling was a raging fad of the day, and a 
ladies bicycle club named "The Falcons" rented one of the first 

 



 

cars at the beach. They created a cozy clubhouse not only as a 
refuge to relax in after rides (they took naps on the long, 
upholstered seats), but as a locale for card games, large dinner 
parties, and other soirees. (8)  Another group of women turned a 
car into "A Haunt of Bohemia", as the Strand called it. "Thither 
they betake themselves from Saturday evening to Monday noons. 
Invitations to the dinner parties which are given there are largely 
sought." (9)  Working musicians christened another car "La 
Boheme" and used it as a retreat when their shifts in the city's cafes 
and music halls came to an end. Between midnight and seven in 
the morning, members drank and played the night away, taking 
nocturnal dips in the icy ocean between rounds. On the walls they 
posted "pictures of all shapes and sizes, posters, verses, bits of 
doggerel, photographs, clippings from papers, cuttings, beads, 
shells and a thousand things." (10) 
 
While a majority of the cars were used in a part-time way---as 
clubhouses, bases for family day trips to the ocean breezes, 
locations for secret romantic rendezvous, or even hiding places for 
beleaguered city officials---more permanent residents arrived. By 
1901 there were a reported fifty families living in about 100 cars. 
While many of the renters kept their cars spartan, other occupants 
brought in all the filigree and ornamentation of a Victorian 
household. Tea rooms and restaurants opened in old cable cars. 
(11) Even an Episcopal church arose in the dunes, using "North 
Beach and Mission cars" for its second floor. (12)  The Overland 
Monthly remarked on the home gardens of nasturtiums and 
pelargoniums. 13 Scientific American reported on the ingenious 
cobbled-together creations (many two-storied) that redefined living 
space. 14 Other articles mentioned the tongue-on-cheek titles 
residents gave their surroundings: a prominent mound of sand was 
"Mt. Diabolo", and each other's dwellings became "Castle Chillon" 
or "Fortress Quebec". 15 By 1908, there were complaints that 
Carville was being ruined by the addition of telephone and electric 
lines, and the replacing of plank-board pathways between cars with 

 



 

concrete sidewalks. (16) 
 
By 1910, realtors finally made progress where Sutro hadn't: people 
began buying "real" homes in the area. None of Sutro's hoped-for 
mansions went up, but instead modest cottages arose here and 
there. Baldwin and Howell recognized the romance of the streetcar 
suburb while assuring potential buyers its day had passed. Their 
brochure was headlined hopefully: "From Carville to Real 
Homes". (17)    An "Oceanside Improvement Club" formed, and its 
members didn't care to have the neighborhood associated with a 
community of discarded streetcars. In 1913, the club's president, 
Alexander Russell (an interesting character in his own right who 
owned a former road house-turned-mansion near Sloat Boulevard), 
hosted a public burning of the old Falcon Bicycle Club car. In 
celebration of the Fourth of July (and in the spirit of getting real 
publicity) he tossed in $10 of fireworks as well.  The occasion 
drew hundreds of people and was meant to show that Oceanside 
had become a "real" neighborhood. The event's cumbersome 
slogan was "Make clean today by sweeping and burning up the 
debris of yesterday." (18) 
 
While Carville didn't immediately disappear with the burning, it 
gradually melted into the neighborhood. As people built more 
conventional homes, some of the cars were simply hidden in the 
framework, shingled or spackled invisible. The empty lots of the 
area filled in with aggressive homebuilding in the 1930s and 40s. 
Soon Carville was mostly forgotten, its ghost revived only on the 
odd occasion when some remodeling project uncovered wheels 
under a living room floor! (19)   In 1994, researcher James L. 
Heisterkamp went on a search for any remaining Carville homes. 
He stumbled on the existence of "Carzonia", the Richmond 
district's mini-Carville made of cable cars on the strip between 
California and Cornwall streets near Fourth Avenue. He found that 
1415 47th Avenue was once a Carville home owned by one of the 
Falcon Club founders (Ida Fitzgerald, and her husband Robert), but 

 



 

was disappointed to hear a remodeling job had apparently wiped 
out all remains of its streetcars. Finally, after chatting up people he 
met on walks, James hit paydirt. (20) 
                                                                                                                          
© OutSide Lands                   
***************************************************** 
                         CONCORD, CALIFORNIA 
 
      California City Prevails in RV Parking Issue  
                      April 11, 2011 by RV Business  
 
The following press release was issued by the city of Concord, 
Calif., a city of more than 120,000 just east of San Francisco.  The 
San Francisco Chronicle reported: 
 
The city of Concord has prevailed in a lawsuit filed by resident 
James Disney challenging the constitutionality of an ordinance 
adopted by the City Council to regulate the parking and storage of 
recreational vehicles in residential neighborhoods. 
 
The city initially prevailed at the trial court level, and the 
California Court of Appeal has affirmed the decision upholding the 
validity of the ordinance as a valid exercise of the City’s police 
power authority to establish land use regulations promoting traffic 
safety and the attractive appearance of residential neighborhoods 
within the Concord community. 
 
The city’s recreational vehicle parking ordinance was adopted in 
2008 after residents expressed concern about the potential 
blighting influence which could result from the number and 
location of recreational vehicles parked at private residences within 
Concord. The specific regulations were the product of an extensive 
community outreach effort and numerous public meetings 
involving a Citizens Task Force, the Planning Commission and the 

 



 

City Council. 
 
Among other things, the ordinance prohibits storage of recreational 
vehicles (including motorhomes, travel trailers and boats) on front 
yards and driveways. However, it includes a grandfather provision 
which allowed existing RV owners to apply for a permit to 
continue to store one vehicle on a driveway or parking pad for as 
long as the owner still owns or occupies the property. The 
ordinance contains other detailed provisions restricting RV 
parking, designed to protect traffic safety and neighborhood 
aesthetics. 
“The Court of Appeal correctly recognized that the City Council 
has the authority under its police power to adopt reasonable 
regulations to protect public safety and preserve the attractive 
appearance of Concord’s residential neighborhoods,” said City 
Attorney Craig Labadie. 
 
© San Francisco Chronicle 
***************************************************** 
                         SAN  LUIS OBISPO 
 
http://calcoastnews.com/2012/04/homeless-plaintiffs-rv-seized-by-
slo-police/ 
 
   Homeless plaintiff’s RV seized by SLO police 
                       By KAREN VELIE    April 26, 2012 
 
One of the litigants in a lawsuit that claims the San Luis Obispo 
police department is discriminating against homeless people who 
sleep in their cars is now sleeping outdoors after police seized his 
recreational vehicle on Monday.  A lawsuit filed by attorneys Saro 
Rizzo and Stew Jenkins on April 6,  accuses the city of San Luis 
Obispo and the chief of police of discrimination, harassment and 
the criminalization of homeless people. The attorneys are asking 
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the court to order the city to stop enforcing a city ordinance that 
prohibits sleeping in vehicles and to pay financial damages and 
costs on behalf of their clients, several homeless residents of the 
city and the SLO Homeless Alliance.  “It is troubling that the 
signatory on the complaint for the entire SLO Homeless Alliance 
has had his home seized and towed,” Jenkins said. 
 
Robert Watts, the spokesman for the alliance, was spending 
Monday afternoon applying for jobs when he received a call from 
a fellow member of the homeless community telling him that 
police were having his motor home towed away. No notices to 
move or tickets had been placed on the vehicle prior to the towing, 
Watts said.  He then rode his bike to Prado Road  and was 
informed by officers that his RV had been towed because of an 
expired registration. Watts then headed to a tow yard on Tank Farm 
Road where he found his RV. He then locked himself  and his 
girlfriend Crystal Vernoy inside the seized vehicle.  After police 
officers ordered them to open the door, they left the vehicle with 
Vernoy aggressively telling officers what she thought of their 
seizure. Officers responded by cuffing Vernoy and setting her in 
the dirt by the side of the road. Vernoy suffers from birth defects 
and is currently awaiting approval for hip surgery.  Before they 
moved the vehicle, officers allowed Watts to take several of his 
belongings including a tent, bicycles and a dog from the vehicle.  
“That was our last ditch effort to have an existence other than 
sleeping in a river bed,” Watts said. “I’ve paid for the registration, I 
just needed to get the smog check done.” 
 
Police Capt. Chris Staley said the vehicle had not been registered 
since 2006 and that the department was not retaliating against 
Watts. “Mr. Watts’ vehicle was a subject of a call for service into 
the San Luis Obispo Police Department dispatch center,” Staley 
said. “Employees of the city’s water treatment plant called to 
complain that they had found dirty diapers, needles and other 
garbage on the other side of the fence where Watts’ vehicle was 

 



 

parked, and had been parked for some time.”  Watts said someone 
stole the tags off the back of his RV and that it is currently 
registered.  In addition, Watts and Vernoy said the diapers and trash 
did not come from them.  “Why would I be throwing diapers over 
the fence when I don’t even have a child,” Vernoy said.  Several 
witnesses, including members of the legal community, said they 
saw a police cruiser turn onto Prado Road facing the Watts as 
others helped them gather their belongings while witnesses stood 
vigil looking back at the police. After a short standoff, the cruiser  
loudly broke rubber and screeched all the way down Prado Road, 
witnesses said.  Last night, Watts and Vernoy slept under the 
Gazebo at the Grace Church in San Luis Obispo. They are 
spending the afternoon  under a shelter at Mitchell Park in an ill 
attempt to stay dry.   “It is cold out here with this rain,” Watts said. 
“All of our belongings are wet.” 
 
On Tuesday, attorneys Jenkins and Rizzo filed a motion for an 
injunction to bar police from ticketing people for sleeping or living 
in their vehicles until a judge rules on their lawsuit. 
“Plaintiffs have suffered from the city’s illegal actions against them 
and will continue to suffer if a preliminary injunction is not 
granted,” the motion says. 
 
COMMENTS 
 
Cheseburger  says: 
05/06/2012 at 11:43 pm 
“That was our last ditch effort to have an existence other than 
sleeping in a river bed,” Watts said. “I’ve paid for the registration, I 
just needed to get the smog check done.”  Ya know I hate the 
stupid two year, no matter how WELL you smogged, you have to 
keep going back and back, with the same dame vehicle, the smog 
guy has made more than the girl who sold it to me. 
* 
willieslo says: 

 



 

04/29/2012 at 7:53 am 
I think the homeless and transient who do not have children can 
best be helped out by giving them: 
Low interest loans for education? 
Low interest Master and Visa Credit Cards for necessities? 
Community Work Programs so they can pay off their debts! 
In the meantime, Attorney Saro Rizzo has an office with a good 
size parking lot located on Higuera St @ LOVR, he can arrange to 
let some of them park and set up tent there as well as let them use 
his rest room facilities?  Attorneys Saro Rizzo and Stew Jenkins 
can also help give them part time work keeping their parking lot 
clean and doing some office work or assistance? 
Hot debate. What do you think?  18  17 
* 
Cheseburger says: 
05/06/2012 at 11:36 pm 
“Attorneys Saro Rizzo and Stew Jenkins can also help give them 
part time work keeping their parking lot clean and doing some 
office work or assistance?”!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
WHY THE HELL NOT? 
* 
W. A. Piedmont   says: 
04/28/2012 at 9:23 pm 
Yikes! I’ve been doing this all wrong! Instead of worrying about 
vehicle related fees, I should instead focus on a law suit for 
discrimination? Besides, six years is not too long to take for a 
smog check. . .is it? 
* 
SLOChildrenAtPlay  says: 
04/28/2012 at 9:00 am 
Now that Vernoy has apparently qualified for SSI, she won’t have 
to pay for hash anymore. She will now have a full menu of 
prescription drugs to abuse at taxpayers expense.  Drug abuse, 
entitlement, and lack of respect for the rule of law. Crystal Vernoy 
and Robert Watts are the perfect example of the REAL homeless. 

 



 

Well-loved.  
* 
Obispan says: 
04/27/2012 at 8:24 pm 
Let’s not blame “the police”. The only time I feel any sympathy for 
our over-paid officers is when I see them dealing with this B.S. 
They act at the direction of City administration, the council, and 
ultimately – you. Anyone with a better idea, one that preferably 
won’t turn the whole of SLO into the cities that dumped this 
problem on us, is welcome to step up. And I don’t mean another 
six-figure salary like the County’s “solution”. Let’s hear the idea 
BEFORE we spend the money. Plenty is being spent already. If 
you don’t pay rent, don’t have to maintain and smog your vehicle 
(6 years!), and collect, at the least food stamps + the County 
minimum, and possibly “crazy pay” (SSDI), is a pretty sweet gig. 
This attack on the City is very well orchestrated. I wish Mr. Rizzo 
and Mr. Jenkins would just pick up and move to Santa Cruz where 
they would feel more at home. 
* 
Stunned  says: 
04/27/2012 at 11:37 am 
Those poor people are getting a BUM rap. Maybe they should 
HASH it out somewhere else! :) 
* 
willieslo says: 
04/26/2012 at 10:38 pm 
Watts and Vernoy gives the real displaced homeless a bad 
empression They are worthless freeloaders gaming the system and 
tax payers 
* 
RU4Real  says: 
04/27/2012 at 7:59 am 
Maybe the attorney’s for this group would like to have them camp 
out in their driveways/backyards…  
* 

 



 

Robert1  says: 
04/27/2012 at 10:37 am 
I said the same thing a couple weeks ago when this all this crap 
began and got slammed on here.  If they can pick and choose what 
laws they want to follow then why can’t I?  I am sick and tired of 
paying taxes that are used to support those that don’t contribute to 
society, let them got to the dump and park, see if they like that. 
* 
Ted Slanders  says: 
04/28/2012 at 9:51 am 
Robert, 
How preposterous! Okay, prove your point! What kind of law 
would you like to break to prove your insidious and child like 
point?  How about backing over your neighbor’s mail box? Wait, 
how about running over a homeless person on Prado Road? Naw, 
let’s see, how about telling the IRS that you’re not paying your 
taxes for the next 10 years! Yeah, that’s the ticket! 
You go show em Robert, that to make a point, you’re no better than 
the people that you despise!” 
* 
Robert1  says: 
04/28/2012 at 8:12 pm 
Medicate much??????????????????????????????????????????? 
* 
Downtown Bob  says: 
04/27/2012 at 8:39 am 
Give the real homeless a bad impression? Who are the REAL 
homeless? I would say the person who falls on hard times because 
of decision outside of their control. The REAL homeless also 
include those who have chosen to make very bad decisions in life 
with drugs, alcohol, or have experienced abuse of some kind. 
These are the majority of the homeless.  What level of service do 
we as a society need to provide for this group of people? How 
much do we need to spend to make their life better? What 
percentage do you spend personally to take care of this problem on 

 



 

your own without someone forcing you to as in the IRS?  This 
short video is from San Jose. It is typical and this exact type of 
pollution is occurring in San Luis Creek from Avila to the Cuesta 
Grade in parts. No one is reporting it and these environmentalists 
are ignoring the problem because if does not fit their agenda.   
http://youtu.be/cUpGe7miNo8 
* 
Robert1  says: 
04/27/2012 at 10:39 am 
Many locals refer to the creek as – Fecal Creek and there is a 
reason for that. 
* 
Ted Slanders says: 
04/28/2012 at 9:45 am 
So? Then what are you, or what should the city do about it? 
Answer this question appropriatley if you’re a Christian! 
* 
Obispan  says: 
04/27/2012 at 8:54 pm 
Massive fines to fund enforcement agencies for a little clean sand 
leaving a site, and never making it to the creek, yes! S**t, trash, 
broken glass, trash deposited directly in the creek, no money in 
that! And yes, transients – I don’t call them homeless as they are 
quite happy with the status quo – are sh*tting upstream of 
downtown SLO, not to mention south of town. As long as TOT 
revenues look good, and the Sunset Magazines ads work, don’t 
expect much from the government that is tasked with ensuring 
environmental quality for its citizens. I’d love to see citizens in 
Avila and Pismo sue the s**t, literally, out of the City of SLO for 
complete failure to enforce environmental regulations. 
* 
Cindy  says: 
04/30/2012 at 9:53 am 
Interesting video Bob. I didn’t realize how filthy these 
encampments are. I would never think that they would use the 

 



 

water for a bathroom. I had expected that they had designated bush 
areas and even a trowel to dig a hole for any solid human waste. 
How sick and disgusting, there is no reason or excuse for that kind 
of filth and environmental damage. Seeing that mess really makes 
me angry.  I still believe that the key is to provide homeless 
encampments that are legal with running water and bathroom 
facilities. Then there will be no excuses for illegal encampments 
and they can be chased out as soon as they are caught squatting. 
The PD’s make rounds and they can simply include all those 
known areas when they are out on patrol. They should arrest 
anyone squatting off of the designated encampments (if we had 
legal encampments, that is).  I did have to laugh when among all 
that filth and danger (uncapped hypodermic needles) that one cop 
pointed to that little white rooster and said, “watch out for him, 
he’ll come after you” !!! Whaaa -haaaaa, I can relate, I had a nasty 
rooster, I loved that silly bird but he could be cantankerous . 
* 
The Gimlet Eye  says: 
05/14/2012 at 8:11 am 
Apply for a “grant” from Obama. He can create all the money he 
wants out of nothing, just like magic. 
* 
Downtown Bob  says: 
04/26/2012 at 10:28 pm 
From what I can see, our schools absolutely suck. Poor Crystal 
claims to have gone to Paso High, and apparently did not make it 
to spelling class.  Here are a few choice lines from Crystal 
Vernoy’s facebook. Why do I need to pay for her lazy fat ass to sit 
around all day while I work like hell to make it here in San Luis? 
Enjoy:  “Today was the big day i finlle got my ssi so i could get my 
hip fixed i won my hairing sooooo happppy”  “Its raining and we 
got all wet last night and i have my ssi heiring tomrrow wish me 
luck been waiting a hole year”  “Out in see canyon camping yaaaa”  
“I broke my blue pipe i had for four years sucks but i got a new 
one today ;)” “Smoken that bome as hash ;)”   “Smoking a fat bowl 

 



 

of hash ;) feeling good !”  Studies in being idle. What happened to 
Cuesta Crystal? Hope you get your life together and be something 
more that a bum your whole life.  Downtown Bob.   Well-loved.  
* 
Cindy  says: 
04/27/2012 at 6:30 am 
Oh Brother, Can’t afford to smog the camper but can purchase a 
new pipe and hash? On one hand, I have to consider that jobs are 
hard to come by, she needs surgery for a bad hip, she is living on 
the streets in a camper and maybe if I were in that situation, I 
would get stoned too? She also went to school in California where 
they probably taught half her classes in Spanish starting in the first 
grade so I’m not surprised that she can’t spell. She obviously needs 
some remedial school while waiting for her surgery rather than 
getting high.  What a mess. I know there is plenty of food available 
for the homeless but there isn’t enough shelter and regardless of 
the reason for their predicament, we can’t have them living on the 
streets. It seems to me that the city needs to open a camping park 
with running water and bathrooms where they can pitch a tent or 
park a vehicle legally.. Why is that solution so difficult? Why? 
* 
Mr. Holly  says: 
04/27/2012 at 7:06 am 
Cindy open up your driveway and let a couple rv’s park there and 
maybe a couple of tent campers in your yard and you will quickly 
see what the problem is. I don’t have the answer either. 
* 
Robert1  says: 
04/27/2012 at 10:44 am 
If you continue to feed stray animals they will come to you 
everyday, if you stop they will stop.  We are all animals and it 
seems some humans take the path of least resistance, provide food 
water and shelter and you will have a Santa Barbara situation on 
your hands in 2 to 3 years.  These individuals need either to get a 
job or get down the road period. 

 



 

* 
Typoqueen   says: 
04/27/2012 at 11:27 am 
“We are all animals”  Speak for yourself.  Everyone has a story, 
you don’t know this woman’s story and neither do I. I would say 
by the her Facebook postings that someone provided that she’s 
under educated with perhaps some other problems which include 
physical issues. What if she can’t work, what if she really has a 
disability that prevents her from working? Just let her lay in the 
streets as if we were living in Somalia and let her die? This does 
seem like the rights mantra, no humanity no caring for others. Just 
curious, do you go to church?   What about the the vets coming 
home with PTSD and other issues, to bad for them as well? Screw 
them those lazy bums. So if a person can’t work for one reason or 
the other just let them starve or freeze to death right. Welcome to 
America, home of the cruel and land of the mean and selfish. 
* 
Laughlines   says: 
04/27/2012 at 8:34 pm 
OK, let me help you out. First, I have personally spoken with both 
Mr. Watts and Ms. Vernoy. She does seem to have a bit of trouble 
with her hip but I have observed her riding her bike, so she is 
hardly unable to move about. She could work at some type of job if 
properly motivated. Mr. Watts is quite able to work, and may well 
be able to find work in the future, but based on my conversation 
with him he seems to be indulging himself in jealousy of others 
who have made more of themselves. If he can get past his wallet-
envy, he might be able to climb out of his hole. Secondly, I am a 
veteran of one of our recent conflicts, and while I am OK, I do feel 
the effects of being over there. Anyone who has deployed does. 
With that said, I warn you to take most claims of homeless 
“veterans” with a large pinch of salt. There are a lot of BS artists 
out there who manipulate their fellow citizens’ laudable concern 
for veterans in order to run a scam. I’ve personally had guys tell 
me they were veterans when it was obvious to me after one minute 

 



 

that they were full of cr@p. There are lots of resources for 
veterans; I’m getting emails twice a week or more for job or 
educational opportunities. Veterans who really apply themselves 
can find these resources. I can see that you are a caring person, and 
that is actually cool, but sprinkle a little cynicism over your ideals; 
it will help keep you from being rooked. Be well 
* 
Typoqueen   says: 
04/27/2012 at 11:57 pm 
A close member of my family is a Vietnam vet, he was shot a few 
times, my father and mother were both WWII vets. I grew up on 
military bases and I know a therapist that works with vets as they 
get back from the middle east to make their transition a bit easier. I 
agree that there are opportunities for vets, there is also unutilized 
opportunities for non-vet homeless people. The problem that I 
don’t feel that you have a grasp of is the fact that there are a lot of 
homeless vets, this is common knowledge. Why do you supposes 
that we have a high % of homeless vets, because they’re 
deadbeats? Do you think that they deliberately avoid taking 
advantage of those opportunities. You don’t understand, you can’t 
be reasonable with unreasonable people, mental illness causes 
people to be unreasonable. Seeing that there is a high percentage of 
homeless people it makes one believe that there’s a bigger issue 
than just being lazy. 
 
My family member has been messed up from the day he got back 
here, I’m not sure how he’s managed to keep a roof over his head 
all of these years he barely leaves his bedroom and he’s in his early 
60s, if not for his family he would be homeless. How do you say, 
snap out of it, forget about the PTSD and/or the depression. To 
think that these guys have what it takes to join the military and go 
to Vietnam and the middle east, it’s kind of insulting to think that 
after all they’ve been through that they just choose to be lazy and 
homeless. If you tell a bi-polar person not to be depressed and to 
snap out of it during their down stage it won’t work they can’t do it 

 



 

and no matter what you say they will be down. There are a lot of 
vets with mental illness out there and provided them with job 
training or other opportunities like that it just doesn’t work, it 
doesn’t cure their mental illness. 
* 
Typoqueen  says: 
04/28/2012 at 12:34 am 
Funny, just reading the news and came across this article: 
67,400+ homeless vets in Jan of this year. That’s disgusting IMO. 
Thank goodness that Obama is working on this and has actually 
reduced the amount of homeless vets but that’s still too many. 
* 
RU4Real   says: 
04/29/2012 at 11:18 am 
These flakes/derelict grifters SHOULD be made to perform some 
sort of “community service”…Incentives could be given to people 
who hire these minimally qualified individuals…They ‘MIGHT’” 
even have more respect for themselves if they were gainfully 
employed…The sad truth is, that these flakes are just “takers” & 
will NEVER contribute anything “positive” to society… 
* 
The Gimlet Eye  says: 
05/14/2012 at 8:23 am 
We are all “animals”? Where did you learn to think like that, a 
junior high science class? What has the situation come to that you 
call your fellow man an “animal” without blinking an eye? 
In another vein, the ultimate cause of this irritation is this 
artificially induced “economic crisis.” Our suffering has only just 
begun. Everyone is getting hurt (except the super rich who caused 
this and are getting richer because of it). 
Thanks, Obama, David Rockefeller, Lord Rothschild. 
* 
Pizmo   says: 
04/27/2012 at 7:17 am 
Bob. Bob. Bob…Check the heading of this website. Cal Coast 

 



 

News. Where the NY TImes slogan is “All the news that’s fit to 
print”, CCN should just go all in with “CCN… Homeless-by-
choice: good. cops: bad”.   At least it would be truth in advertising. 
* 
RU4Real  says: 
04/27/2012 at 7:57 am 
These two are really a couple of FLAKES…How the hell is she 
getting SSI without ever being gainfully employed…she’s just 
another freeloader & SLO County has plenty of them. I just 
returned from the San Fernando Valley & DID NOT see 1 
homeless freeloader the entire time I was there. Either the Valley 
doesn’t have the “homless problem” or the ones they DO have, 
have a little more “class” than these tweakers & can “blend in” 
better!! 
* 
slow time  says: 
04/27/2012 at 8:27 am 
You didnt see them in the Valley because they went to Santa 
Barbara & SLO. 
* 
Typoqueen  says: 
04/26/2012 at 9:42 pm 
I don’t trust what Watts has said as he seems to get what should be 
a simple story mixed up. He said that he paid for the registration 
but he couldn’t get the tags because it needed to be smogged. As 
we know that isn’t how the system works. You pay you get the 
tags. He said that it hasn’t been registered since 06 so by 
coincidence he supposedly just got it registered. Just doesn’t make 
sense. I realize that if your registration is expired that as a few of 
you have said that they will give you a fix-it ticket. But when the 
car hasn’t been registered for 6 years that’s a different story.  Who 
knows, maybe the cops were out to get him but he was breaking 
the law and personally I don’t trust what he says.  We also don’t 
know why the cops cuffed and arrested Vernoy (unless I missed 
that in the story). Watts or one of them said that it’s because she 

 



 

gave the cops a piece of her mind but as already demonstrated, 
personally I don’t know if I believe them and I didn’t see where the 
cops gave their take on that.  I feel for the homeless and feel that 
something needs to be done to accommodate them but they need to 
follow the law and be accountable for their actions. 
* 
Cindy  says: 
04/27/2012 at 6:53 am 
“he paid for the registration but he couldn’t get the tags because it 
needed to be smogged. As we know that isn’t how the system 
works. You pay you get the tags.”  WRONG- DEAD WRONG. 
You do not get the tags unless you comply with the full 
requirements for the registration renewal. Paying on time will only 
stop any late fees from being assessed but you will not get your 
tags until the car is smogged (if smogging is part of the registration 
requirement). Also what do you think Vernoy did to get herself 
handcuffed and made to sit in the dirt but not arrested? No doubt 
she mouthed off and they didn’t like her attitude but it isn’t against 
the law to mouth off so they couldn’t arrest her unless they decided 
to push things and claim she was interfering with official police 
business which would have taken some exaggerating on their part 
and with all the witnesses, that would have been difficult. So they 
used the excuse that she was verbally aggressive and they 
handcuffed her to take precautions while they proceeded with their 
business. It wasn’t appropriate but they have all their little tricks 
for messing with the public if they want to and unless you have 
money, you’re screwed.  There is no reason to believe that the RV 
wasn’t registered up until the latest renewal. Do you really think he 
was driving around with the wrong colored tags for the last 6 
years? 
* 
Typoqueen says: 
04/27/2012 at 8:02 am 
It’s been awhile since I’ve had to get a car smogged, perhaps 
things have changed. Perhaps someone here that’s had it done 

 



 

recently can chime in. The last time I had to get smogged, you 
didn’t pay the fees and then get it smogged, what if the car 
couldn’t be smogged after paying the registration fee? That just 
doesn’t make sense.  I have no idea why they cuffed her and 
neither do you. You made up a big concocted story simply as an 
excuse to once again blame the cops.  “There is no reason to 
believe that the RV wasn’t registered up until the latest renewal. 
* 
Typoqueen  says: 
04/27/2012 at 8:09 am 
Oops, my dog jumped on my lap and hit the send key. 
cont..  To follow up on that last statement, this is why there is 
reason to believe that the RV wasn’t registered up until the latest 
renewal:  “Police Capt. Chris Staley said the vehicle had not been 
registered since 2006″ As far as I know we must renew are 
registration every year. 
* 
Citizen   says: 
04/27/2012 at 8:49 am 
Cindy is right. Sometimes it’s hard to get a car to pass SMOG and 
you may need extra work on your car. The fact that you tried to 
Smog the car and failed is recorded. If you go ahead and pay the 
fees, it’s also recorded, and even though you might get stopped for 
not having a current registration sticker, the cops can see that 
you’re in the process of being registered. 
* 
slowtime  says: 
04/27/2012 at 9:39 am 
Citizen, …and your point is? 
“Cops” have access to DMV records. “Cops” tow vehicles found 
on the highway 6 months or more out of registration. “Cops” hear 
every excuse in the book. “Cops” know alot of people lie. “Cops” 
know that simply being homeless is not a free pass to not follow 
the rules. These people are on the street due to choices they made. 
They have no chance of changing their dilema until they take 

 



 

responsibility for themselves, stop blaming others, and expecting 
handouts. According to her FB, this Crystal now gets $854 a 
month, plus a lump sum for up to 12 mo. of arrears-$10K+ of OUR 
money. That should be enough to register the RV you think? 
* 
Citizen   says: 
04/27/2012 at 1:44 pm 
I agree. I was just explaining how the system works. 
* 
Cindy  says: 
04/27/2012 at 9:10 am 
Right Typo, I just made up a reason why an angry (with cause) 
female Citizen was handcuffed and made to sit in the dirt but had 
not done something that the PD arrested or even ticketed her for. 
Sure, there are all sorts of reasons for the cops to go around 
handcuffing citizens and making them sit in the dirt without 
ticketing them or arresting them. SURE – it must have been 
because they thought she was a criminal or that they thought she 
posed a threat to them. I must be completely stupid to come up 
with the idea that it was nothing but PD harassment for a bad 
attitude. Funny thing is, I bet you that the cops would agree with 
me!! 
* 
slowtime  says: 
04/27/2012 at 9:25 am 
moderator has removed the content of this post 
* 
Cindy  says: 
04/27/2012 at 9:50 am 
this comment emptied by the moderator. 
* 
slowtime says: 
04/27/2012 at 9:51 am 
You are funny!! 
* 

 



 

slowtime says: 
04/27/2012 at 9:53 am 
A professional manipulator I see. 
* 
slowtime says: 
04/27/2012 at 9:54 am 
No I’m not, You are! LOL 
* 
Typoqueen says: 
04/27/2012 at 10:26 am 
“Right Typo, I just made up a reason why an angry (with cause) 
female Citizen was handcuffed”  Oh no, you would never do that. 
I’m sure that you know for a fact what happened. On the other 
hand you are one of those that doesn’t need no stinkin facts.  ” I 
must be completely stupid to come up with the idea that it was 
nothing but PD harassment”  Your words, not mine. Cindy I see no 
point or reason to argue with you. Fine, she was acting as a perfect 
citizen and those filthy rotten pigs grabbed her and threw her in the 
dirt and cuffed her. All cops are horrible people and everyone they 
arrest or cuff are victims of the man. There, that ‘s much easier 
than thinking that there might be circumstances that warranted 
such an action Yes Cindy, I’m sure the cops would agree with you 
that they harass people with a bad attitude. I’ll ask one of my cop 
friends if he does that. 
* 
Cindy  says: 
04/27/2012 at 11:49 am 
I already told you what the circumstances were, she was mouthing 
off and they didn’t like it. Cripe I didn’t say it was for nothing I 
said it isn’t illegal to give the cops a piece of your mind and they 
had no business cuffing her for it. 
* 
Typoqueen  says: 
04/27/2012 at 8:09 pm 
Cindy, let me spell this out for you. 

 



 

From the article: 
“He then locked himself and his girlfriend Crystal Vernoy inside 
the seized vehicle.” Well first of all Cindy, from the article they 
don’t sound like the most cooperative people. 
 
From the article again: 
“After police officers ordered them to open the door, they left the 
vehicle with Vernoy aggressively telling officers what she thought 
of their seizure. Officers responded by cuffing Vernoy and setting 
her in the dirt by the side of the road. Vernoy suffers from birth 
defects and is currently awaiting approval for hip surgery.” 
 
Cindy, let me understand how you know that Ms. Vernoy was 
simply ‘mouthing off’, did you get this from the above paragraph? 
If so, the writing of this makes it difficult to trust the source. 
Maybe I missed it but was the above paragraph a quote from the 
writer of the story, if so was the writer there, was it from Vernoy, 
Watts etc,??? Hey, if I skipped something then let me know, is that 
the paragraph that you’re getting your source from of what 
happened, is this how you KNOW that she shouldn’t have been 
cuffed, if so then what’s your source? I mean who says ‘birth 
defects’? I don’t believe that Police Capt. Chris Staley would use 
that term, sounds more like an under educated person (sorry don’t 
mean to be offensive) and using the term ‘dirt’ as opposed to 
‘ground’ (overly dramatic a cop wouldn’t say that). Was it a quote 
from someone that was there, was it other homeless people or their 
friends? a social worker, hey maybe you were there and saw it,,,are 
you getting my point? I say that you probably don’t really know 
the story and that your statement is based on your complete 
disregard/hate of the PD.  It’s so much easier to blame the cops, so 
go ahead and stick with that. 
* 
RU4Real  says: 
04/28/2012 at 7:32 am 
Cindy, it’s clear from your “comments” that you have never 

 



 

worked in law enforcement or have friends/relatives in L.E. They 
have a tough job & dealing with these derelicts is not a fun thing to 
do… 
* 
Cindy   says: 
04/28/2012 at 8:41 am 
RU4Real, I do have relatives in LE, although not in this state. My 
nephew and my cousin tell me all about it, sometimes they are 
hysterically funny, sometimes the stories of what people do make 
me wonder how these Officers keep it together and don’t beat the 
crap out of some criminals and yes, then there are the little games 
that the Officers play when they don’t like someones attitude. 
 
I consider my nephew and cousin to be two of the most up 
standing LE that a citizen could ever run across. They have hearts 
of gold and love their jobs because they feel that they make a 
difference and protect their town, that and they readily admit that 
part of the love of the job is the excitement of never knowing what 
is coming up around the next corner. Would they handcuff a female 
that gave them a bunch of lip? Probably…….. but I doubt they 
would do it if it was because they were towing away the only home 
that she had. 
* 
simplelife  says: 
04/28/2012 at 6:42 pm 
Were you there Cindy? Did you witness it? I recommend you do 
some ride alongs with the police department and walk in there 
shoes for a little while and see what they face out there. Everyone 
has the potential to be armed and dangerous and they never should 
take a chance of getting hurt or killed. Its easy to arm chair 
quarterback this based on what you read. 
* 
willieslo says: 
04/26/2012 at 9:36 pm 
obispan 

 



 

My post was to expose the diaper BS or con artist using denial  
The details are from an article I read by Bob Wells on the WEB  
Instructing how to custom a van, where and how to live in a van, 
its very clever  Myself I have worked low, middle and high class 
jobs all my life, there actually is no classification, work is work. I 
am retired and own my home in SLO. I and others across the past 
few years have discovered there is a sect among some of those 
displaced who are gaming all of us and will not accept any 
assistance less than first class (FOR REALS! – I stopped giving 
them money!). 
* 
Citizen says: 
04/26/2012 at 8:07 pm 
The Tribune also featured Vernoy and her boyfriend. Vernoy is 
from Templeton and should probably just go home. What I 
remember is that she recently had a baby–so where is the baby? At 
home with grandma? 
* 
JackR  says: 
04/26/2012 at 8:39 pm 
Both the Tribune and New Times article that included quotes from 
her do not mention a baby. Just a chihuahua.  She doesn’t look like 
she’s starving so they must be getting assistance from somewhere. 
I wonder how much they get? If she’s 23 and can take care of a 
dog, it sure seems like she could be working. 
* 
Obispan  says: 
04/26/2012 at 9:14 pm 
Quit screwing up the story! Baby/Dog, don’t be species-ist. And 
they’re getting all the assistance available without committing to 
anything. Our policies as a government are so stupid that these 
people are in fact much smarter than we are. 
* 
Cindy says: 
04/27/2012 at 7:43 am 

 



 

There are loads of free groceries for the needy. In Atascadero, after 
we get finished providing, breads, milk, butter, orange juice and 
fresh produce to the shelter, churches, some elderly homes, half 
way houses and people who show up weekly for the free groceries, 
the left overs go to ranchers who feed it to their livestock and left 
over perishable items like milk and fresh OJ get dumped. The only 
food item that never is left over are the meats and fish and that gets 
spread around so everyone who needs some gets some. No one is 
going hungry unless they want to be hungry or are mentally ill and 
don’t know to ask. Between ECOSLO, The Pantry and a couple of 
other volunteer groups, there is more food than there are hungry 
people and it doesn’t cost the taxpayers a penny to feed them. 
* 
SLOBIRD  says: 
04/27/2012 at 9:02 am 
Actually, Cindy, it does cost the taxpayers. Loaves & Fishes as 
well as CAPS, Salvation Army and all the other agencies get grants 
that far outreach donations and last I knew, those grants coming 
from the State and Federal Government come from taxpayers 
dollars. We pay for it in so many ways but yet we are told we don’t 
pay enough taxes. When is enough real enough!!! Yesterday I read 
that 49% of the population is getting something (unemployment, 
SSI, housing, food stamps, grants, etc) from the goverment. 
* 
Cindy says: 
04/27/2012 at 9:42 am 
The group (The Pantry on Del Rio) that I volunteer with is run by a 
local church. They receive no gov funding what so ever. Its all 
provided by donations and most of the local grocery stores 
participate. ECLSLO and Loaves & Fishes also subsidize the local 
shelter but not the elderly that we support as we deliver to them 
and some of the families and drop off at some churches. 
 
I can’t believe 49% of the population is receiving gov assistance, 
WOW. I can understand that 10% are on unemployment, I know 

 



 

people who are joining those ranks everyday but the rest of it is 
mind boggling, how can we taxpayers sustain this? I’m really 
afraid that we are going to continue to slide into a deeper 
recession/depression and its going to get much worse and may 
never recover. I have a good friend who is well into the process of 
loosing his home. He worked hard all his life and has been out of 
work for over two years. I’ve never seen so many people who are 
embarrassed to ask for groceries but do so because they really need 
them and can’t afford the heat or the rent and the groceries too, its 
very bad, worse than many of us realize.  I have actually had to 
accept work in China!! Seriously, I will have to be traveling back 
and forth to China to keep my own mortgage paid and I thought 
LA was a nasty bi-monthly commute! 
* 
Typoqueen  says: 
04/27/2012 at 10:11 am 
” Yesterday I read that 49% of the population is getting something 
(unemployment, SSI, housing, food stamps, grants, etc) from the 
goverment.”           …          “When is enough real enough” 
 
As soon as we have a Dem lead congress again. You guys hate it 
when we bring up Bush but how long does it take to clean up after 
Repubs? Even though none of you want to admite it now, he was 
your guy so you need to own that but it takes quite awhile to fix 
things after a mess like him, it doesn’t happen over night. People 
expected Obama to clean up after Bush right away so after he 
couldn’t finish the job in the first year the people then made the 
mistake of voting in a repub congress so now nothing will get 
done. How can anything positive come from a congress whose 
main objective is to get the prez out of office and protect the 
wealthy corps as opposed to helping us, the 98%? You have no one 
to blame for the high percentage of food stamp, SSI etc. except the 
repub/tea party. 
* 
OnTheOtherHand says: 

 



 

04/27/2012 at 10:46 pm 
Your criticism of right wing politicians and many who support 
them is right on the money. But what makes you think that 
substantial numbers of the Dems aren’t just as bad. Oh, they make 
the noises that the Liberal left loves to hear but when it comes to 
action, the only thing they seem to be able to effectively do is pass 
legislation that THEIR corporate masters want.  They are just a 
mirror image of the GOP in this. Even if a few of them are honest 
and try to do what they say, there are way too many powerful 
Dems that are as “owned” as any Republican (except rare 
eccentrics like Ron Paul).  Case in point is that horribly mangled 
Health Care Act. Republican opposition alone would not have 
stopped passage of a sane and reasonable bill. No, it was 
Democrats in congress that forced a compromise bill that will be as 
costly as a good national healthcare program but lacks most of the 
benefits — i.e. a single-payer option with which to force health 
insurance companies to either behave ethically or lose business.  
Hey, I’ve taken this thread even farther off topic than you did — 
sorry everyone! 
* 
Typoqueen  says: 
04/27/2012 at 11:29 pm 
“But what makes you think that substantial numbers of the Dems 
aren’t just as bad. Oh, they make the noises that the Liberal left 
loves to hear but when it comes to action, the only thing they seem 
to be able to effectively do is pass legislation that THEIR corporate 
masters want” 
About once every six months I post my fav. Jesse Ventura quote. 
‘Dem and Repubs are like Pepsi and Coke. Very similar just one’s 
a little sweeter’. 
 
I don’t disagree with you in most aspects. But I don’t believe that 
the Dems are as heartless or quite as bad. I’m not the only one that 
feels that way. I believe that I read that 30% of the repubs are 
leaving the repub party, but the dems arn’t leaving their party. I 

 



 

still have hope for the dems and see them as the only alternative. 
They will all be distrustful stooges for big corps until we get the 
money out of politics. Money corrupts all, so I just pick who seems 
to be the least corrupt and the party that will fight more for what I 
want.  I am angry that Obama caved to the right regarding health 
care. He tries too much to pander to the right IMO. I didn’t vote for 
someone to do that, I voted for dem polices and values not corp 
and con policies and values. 
* 
RU4Real  says: 
04/28/2012 at 7:39 am 
These dregs of society should be made to perform “Community 
service” of some sort, if they are on welfare, etc. They need to 
show some responsibility & not continue just being 
freeloaders…What a waste these tweakers are…I’m sick of these 
fools who just continue “TAKING” from the hard working 
taxpayers, the bums from “out of the area”, need to be sent back to 
wherever they CAME FROM… 
* 
RU4Real  says: 
04/27/2012 at 8:03 am 
She’s just a PROFESSIONAL FLAKE! What a worthless piece of 
trash… 
* 
HarryMalone  says: 
04/26/2012 at 7:57 pm 
Maybe a drone strike on the homeless would cure the problem! 
* 
Citizen  says: 
04/26/2012 at 6:54 pm 
Slochuck is right. The police can check the DMV database to see 
the status of the registration. They give tickets for not having the 
sticker affixed if the registration has been paid. Having a vehicle 
towed usually means other violations.  This couple knows all the 
tricks. He was downtown” looking for a job”. She has birth defects 

 



 

and is waiting for hip surgery, so of course, she was injured sitting 
on the road.  If she was handcuffed, she probably should have been 
taken to the station and charged. The cops were too easy on these 
freeloaders. 
* 
Obispan  says: 
04/26/2012 at 8:25 pm 
Even if you lost the sticker and never put it on the cops wouldn’t 
give you a ticket, just advise you to get a replacement sticker from 
the DMV. I just hope the City stands up and gives the police clear 
direction rather than do some dance and let Rizzo & Jenkins 
obfuscate the situation. 
* 
willieslo says: 
04/26/2012 at 6:46 pm 
“Employees of the city’s water treatment plant called to complain 
that they had found dirty diapers, needles and other garbage on the 
other side of the fence where Watts’ vehicle was parked, and had 
been parked for some time.” 
 
About the diapers:  Here are some quick tips on staying clean by 
Bob Wells (how and where to live in a van - very informative):  
“Use public restroom’s to wash. They are every where so make 
use of them (gas stations, grocery stores, convenience stores,  
restaurants, fast food places). Get in the habit of carrying a  wash 
cloth in a ziploc bag and washing up as needed. Facial 
cleansing pads are mild and can be used frequently.  Carry portable 
diaper wipes as a last step after using the  toilet.  Go to a thrift 
store and buy enough used washcloths or diapers to last between 
washings. I usually do my laundry every two weeks, so I have at 
least 14 wash cloths on hand. If I use one  on my crotch, I won’t 
use it again until it has been laundered.  While you are there find a 
large enough tub basin for spot cleaning.” 
* 
Obispan says: 

 



 

04/26/2012 at 8:59 pm 
Thanks for the details. And this is all, of course, the fault of 
somebody else. There are many people who work as they are able, 
collect government benefits, and pay rent. But you are oddly 
enough both incapable of and unwilling to do either, and demand 
to be accommodated in the manner to which you have become 
accustomed. And now you have lawyers. 
* 
RU4Real says: 
04/27/2012 at 8:07 am 
And WHAT does that say about these attorneys who have taken on 
this “case”??? 
* 
OnTheOtherHand  says: 
04/27/2012 at 10:55 pm 
Yeah, I am thinking that the two in this article are manipulative 
low-lifes –probably druggies. I do have sympathy for the homeless 
who are in that position due mostly to bad luck (medical expenses, 
lost job, mental illness — to a point). You’d think the lawyers 
would pick someone more deserving of sympathy than these two if 
they were really concerned about forcing some sort of reasonable 
accommodation by the government. Are they just AWs like Jesse 
Jackson? 
* 
Typoqueen says: 
04/28/2012 at 12:03 am  What’s an AW like Jesse Jackson… AW? 
* 
HarryMalone says: 
04/26/2012 at 5:56 pm 
Does anyone really think this latest harassment of the homeless 
iniated with the new SLO police chief.  The vehicle towed was 
owned by the PLANTIFF in a recent law suit against the city of 
SLO.  Can you say CHRISTINE DIETRICK, SLO city’s attorney!  
I would imagine that if you are homeless then paying smog and 
registration fees might be a hardship. How many other vehicles 

 



 

were actually towed? I don’t want to even guess at what the 
astronomical impound fees will be to get the vehicle back.  It’s bad 
enough that the City of SLO enforces fines of up to $500 for the 
CRIME of sleeping in your car to people who obviously can’t pay. 
Why can’t the heartless city of SLO issue citations for littering, 
eliminating human waste in public, drug violations, etc… the 
major complaints… but NOT for SLEEPING IN YOUR CAR! If it 
truly is a WAR ON THE HOMELESS who do you think will win?  
Probably not the person now living in the creek! 
* 
OnTheOtherHand says: 
04/27/2012 at 11:11 pm 
The reason they don’t go after the real problems is that those are 
extremely time-consuming to prove and SLO Cops are not exactly 
poorly paid. Jobless people have all the time in the world to wait 
until the cops are gone before they cause problems. For some, it is 
an amusing way to pass the time. It is a lot quicker and easier to 
enforce the regs against sleeping in a vehicle — or using a vehicle 
with expired tags as a home. This is a case where I have less 
problems with the cops than with a city government that 
can’t/won’t find a better solution and orders the cops to be their 
enforcers.  I don’t know if the couple in the article did the littering 
that created the complaint. Maybe they were partly responsible, 
maybe not, maybe mostly so — maybe it was friends/guests. But 
their parked vehicle probably provided cover for whoever did it 
which is one reason for getting it out of there.  What annoys me 
most is that Dan Devaul managed to keep most of these particular 
problems at bay out at Sunny Acres. But we can’t cut anyone any 
slack over nit-picking zoning violations in this county no matter 
how much the community as a whole would benefit. 
* 
Pizmo  says: 
04/26/2012 at 5:36 pm 
I think that since San Luis Obispo has been courting out of town 
homeless-by-choice, they should let them park anywhere the want.  

 



 

Another idea would be to erect a big sign at the city limits. 
“Welcome To San Luis Obispo; Where personal responsibility is in 
your rear view mirror”. 
* 
Hijinks says: 
04/26/2012 at 5:56 pm 
??? How exactly has SLO “been courting out of town homeless-
by-choice?” Evidence and facts, please. 
* 
limitedgovernment01   says: 
04/26/2012 at 4:25 pm 
SLO Liberal’s war on the homeless continues. Liberals like to 
portray themselves a compassionate individuals, but the word 
knows better. 
* 
bobfromsanluis   says: 
04/26/2012 at 8:41 pm 
I’m not trying to “make an ass” out of either you or me, but did 
you mean to type “but the world knows better.” ? At least that 
would make some sort of sense, because the rest of your comment 
makes no sense what so ever; “SLO Liberal’s war on the homeless 
continues.” What. the. hell? 
* 
Typoqueen  says: 
04/26/2012 at 9:25 pm 
In this case I don’t feel that this is a lib or a con thing. It appears 
that you are simply looking for a reason to bash libs. 
* 
slow time  says: 
04/26/2012 at 3:45 pm 
Appears she got her SSI (Social Security Supplemental Income). 
That is good for $854 mo. + arrears. This is good news and 
hopefully will get her into shelter and off Prado road. 
http://www.facebook.com/people/Crystal-
Vernoy/100000389298402 
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* 
slowtime says: 
04/26/2012 at 5:03 pm 
Sarcasam ommited in last post. Now we can see if some money 
takes care of the “problem”. Mmm…. 
* 
slowtime says: 
04/26/2012 at 2:54 pm 
Homelessness is really a sad state of affairs. I really don’t agree 
with the sleeping in a car ordinance in SLO. I often think about 
how close my family is to being out on the street. In reality, not 
that far away. Being homeless however does not give anyone a free 
pass to break the law. If I want to have a vehicle on the road, I 
know it needs to be insured and registered. That is just how it is, 
and has been as long as I can remember. I also don’t want to be 
driving around with other drivers whose vehicles are not insured. 
 
If your registration is expired for 6 months or longer, it is subject 
to storage until it is current. RVs can’t be non-op’ed. 6 years is a 
lot longer than 6 months for this guy. His two different stories 
(excuses) makes him sound like a liar in my eyes. Perhaps these 
people should re examine their priorities and their own causation 
for their predicament. A glance at her FB a few months ago told a 
clear tale of attitude, habits, and entitlement issues. I personally 
don’t feel sorry for those that don’t want to help themselves and 
blame others for their own demise. Sounds like her being 
handcuffed saved her from being booked for interfering. 
* 
SLOBIRD  says: 
04/26/2012 at 1:50 pm 
So, it is safe to say that anyone can call the SLO Police Dept about 
a non-current registration and the Police will immediately come 
out and tow your vehicle. Or is it safe to say that only if you are on 
Prado Road with an RV and an unregistered vehicle that you get 
towed. Shame on SLO on the eve of a storm, on a street that has 

 



 

been the focus of homelessness and the community working to 
resolve the issues at hand that they take on the Police State 
attitude. And then to treat a disabled person in the manner you did. 
This is the new leadership we can expect from our new Police 
Chief. I thought we were working to resolve this issue. Good show 
of helping to resolve this problem. 
* 
winedude says: 
04/26/2012 at 6:18 pm 
I’m shocked; Shocked that the cops acted like pigs…NOT!!! 

V 
RU4Real  says: 
04/27/2012 at 8:14 am 
I sure hope the Morro Bay PD goes after the “beater VW van” with 
BRITISH COLUMBIA plates…I have NO idea how that piece of 
crap even made it all this way… 
* 
SLOBIRD  says: 
04/27/2012 at 12:03 pm 
How about ticketing all the Out-Of-State vehicles that are in 
California longer than 30 days – it’s the law. Drive on Cal Poly 
campus and see all the out-of-state plates and soon to increase 
since California High Education deems it necessary to accept out 
of state students vs California because they pay a higher tuition. 
Drive in the RV parks and see all the snow birds who live here in 
the winter and others in the summer. Perfect example is Morro Bay 
Pines RV – they have permanent residents with mostly Oregon 
plates – lower registration fees. Come on PD in this County, do 
your job and do it fair and equal. TICKET ALL VIOLATORS, I 
TOTALLY SUPPORT YOU!!! 
* 
SLOChuck  says: 
04/26/2012 at 1:32 pm 

 



 

Apparently I’m in the minority here, but I feel it needs to be said. 
I’m with the cops on this one.  Essentially the police are enforcing 
an ordinance, you know… DOING THEIR JOBS.  We all know 
that the cops don’t tow your car for not having the blasted little 
sticker, as someone has already mentioned, they give you a fix it 
ticket. Part of their due diligence is looking up all the relevant info 
to see if the car in question–in this case the one without the 
sticker–has any other outstanding violations/warrant associated 
with it. They would know whether the car was truly delinquent in 
paying the registration or not.  And it only takes a base level of 
common sense to realize that if you intend to take on the judicial 
system by trying to get the cops NOT to enforce a law/ordinance, 
your better have all your ducks in a row, that includes keeping your 
registration current. 
* 
hijinks  says: 
04/26/2012 at 6:00 pm 
But they do issue tickets for non-posted “parking infractions” 
nobody would know about. I know — I got one for parking in front 
of my own house! When I asked why, they said the infraction “is 
posted at the city limits.” I checked; it wasn’t. And it took fussing 
all the way up to the mayor to get it rescinded. The homeless don’t 
have that avenue to pursue. SLO has become a police state. 
* 
The Gimlet Eye  says: 
04/26/2012 at 12:55 pm 
To hell with auto registration. It’s just another POLICE STATE 
tactic. 
* 
Cindy says: 
04/26/2012 at 12:49 pm 
and another thing, why should the PD handcuff MS Watts and 
make her sit in the dirt? Is it now against the law to tell off the cops 
and give them a piece of your mind? 
* 

 



 

The Gimlet Eye says: 
04/26/2012 at 12:54 pm 
Welcome to the POLICE STATE. Hope you enjoy your stay. It’s a 
joy sleeping under the stars, isn’t it? 
* 
Cindy says: 
04/26/2012 at 12:41 pm 
Hold on a minute. First Watts say’s he has paid the registration and 
just needs to get the smog done. That would indicate that the 
vehicle did not have a current registration tag. Then later, Watt’s 
claims that someone stole the registration tag off the vehicle. 
Statements like this can become confusing but if I’m going to give 
him the benefit of the doubt, then I’m going to assume that he is 
claiming that the RV was registered after 2006 but that the most 
recent tag was stolen (and some prior tags that were stuck to it) and 
that it isn’t currently registered because he needs a smog but that 
the fees are paid and only the current registration is late. Fact is, if 
he isn’t in full compliance he would not have received his current 
tag even if he paid the fees but I can understand that he is saying it 
was previously currently registered. 
 
Usually, when a current registration hasn’t been renewed in a 
timely fashion, the police issue a “fix it” ticket. That has happened 
to me when I forgot to mail in the renewal in the past and all I had 
to do was get the car registered by the date on the ticket and then 
get the ticket signed off and mail it in to the court. Even if 
someone had stole his previous registration tag, the police will 
always call in a vehicle before they tow it and they would have 
known when it was last registered. If it was only delinquent on its 
current registration then I would say that the SLOPD broke policy 
by towing the RV and singled out this homeless family. Shame on 
the SLOPD and the city of SLO if this is the case, I hope the 
attorneys for the homeless advocates kick your butts. 
 
Shame on everybody involved in this cruelty. Glad you’re all nice 

 



 

and cozy in your warm dry homes while you make the less 
fortunate suffer because you’re too selfish and self centered to 
allow then even a place to park. Too take away all that they have 
left is despicable, unforgivable and sinful. If I see any SLO CC 
hypocrites in church, I’ll chase you out of it. 
* 
racket  says: 
04/26/2012 at 12:49 pm 
1) I agree this is a sad and heartless-sounding situation. “Man’s 
inhumanity to man” isn’t my forte, and I don’t intend to address it 
here.  2) What I do intend to address is the expired registration and 
towing issue.  a) I believe Morro Bay has a standing policy to tow 
all cars with reg more than 1-year out. I presume SLO has a similar 
anti-blight policy.  b) A guy I know well had his car towed by CHP 
(with 30-day impound) for no registration which discovered during 
a “rolling stop” citation.  c) So the rules are out there, being 
enforced some of the time. 
* 
Cindy says: 
04/26/2012 at 12:56 pm 
Courts have ruled that 30 day impound is against the law and it 
should be.  It sounds like this guys registration wasn’t a year out as 
he is saying that the tags were stolen but that he is only delinquent 
for the current due to failure to smog. The PD would have known 
the last date of registration because they would have had to call the 
car in prior to towing to confirm lack of registration among other 
things. 
* 
racket says: 
04/26/2012 at 1:06 pm 
Unless SLOPD are dopes, they *knew* this was going to be a hot 
issue, and would have crossed and dotted all their tees and eyes 
before going in.  What I mean is that they knew, or should have 
known, that Watt has some lawyers working for him, and that 
police interactions with him will be very well scrutinized.  I am 

 



 

suggesting that the truth of the registration (how “expired” it was) 
was known to the cops before they issued the tow order. And I 
can’t imagine them acting outside of normal policy or protocol in 
such a potential powder-keg situation. 
* 

S(egregation) 
Cindy says: 
04/26/2012 at 2:03 pm 
Yes I suppose you’re right and this story really is possibly 
misleading with Watts stating that the current registration tag was 
stolen. “Watts said someone stole the tags off the back of his RV 
and that it is currently registered”. If he needs to smog it then he 
didn’t have a current tag so all I can deduce is that it was the latest 
tag that was stolen and that he wasn’t a year out but maybe he is 
confused or maybe he is lying. We need more information but its 
still mean to take away his only shelter. We need to designate a 
place for the homeless to park and find refuge. They should call 
the Refuge Church in Atascadero, I bet they would help them and 
let them park in their lot overnight. All Churches should open their 
lots at night for the homeless and Debbie what’s her face (from the 
shelter who wants to charge 80K to oversee the parking lot 
inhabitants) should mind her own business about it. They don’t 
need her “budding her nose” into their lives unless they ask her for 
her help. They just want a place to park and sleep. 
* 
slowtime says: 
04/26/2012 at 3:32 pm 
Really Cindy? You are going to chase someone out of church 
because of what you believe? Who is the hypocrite now? Dont 
worry, they lawyered up. If towing their car was unlawful, he will 
fix it. 
* 
Cindy 
says: 

 



 

04/26/2012 at 6:07 pm 
Not for what I believe. It would be for blatantly breaking the only 
rule Jesus Christ gave them apart from believing in him. 
* 
slowtime says: 
04/27/2012 at 11:26 am 
Cindy says: "Too take away all that they have left is despicable, 
unforgivable and sinful. If I see any SLO CC hypocrites in church, 
I’ll chase  you out of it."  Words of a good Christian??? Reel in 
your anger there lady! 
* 
OnTheOtherHand says: 
04/27/2012 at 11:30 pm 
Cindy, 
I have seen both sides of this issue and think that your generosity 
needs to be limited slightly. You are very right about the situation 
for some people but their are also some very manipulative liars in 
the homeless community who have made this a way of life. Some 
are that way because of mental illness or other serious disabilities 
that limit their ability to function well enough to meet the 
regular obligations necessary to either own or rent housing. We 
have, as a society, failed these people. 
 
Others are in this condition due to substance abuse or because they 
are minor league sociopaths. They are also good at disguising their 
real problems and creating plausible lies about their misfortune to 
draw sympathy and support. Until you have been really burned by 
one of them, you don’t appreciate how nasty they can be.  It is 
good to see that you try to do your part, but don’t get taken in. The 
tweaker who burned me for ~$3K did so with the support of well-
meaning but gullible church-mates. (My income that year was 
under $20K so that came out of an already declining savings 
account.)  BTW, even if you think I’m a hypocrite, you don’t have 
to worry about chasing me out of your church. I don’t enter them 
except on business or for special occasions involving family. 

 



 

***************************************************** 
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Homeless reject SLO parking plan 
May 29, 2012 
 
EDITOR’S NOTE: See Dee Torres’ refusal to respond to questions 
and Supervisor Adam Hill asks San Luis Obispo City Council to 
approve parking program at the bottom of this story. 
 
By KAREN VELIE 
Throughout the city of San Luis Obispo, hundreds of homeless 
sleep in their vehicles risking the threat of raids by local police, 
heavy fines, jail time for unpaid tickets and, ultimately, the loss of 
their only shelter. Even so, those in need of a secure place to park 
at night say the terms set by management of the Prado Day Center 
will violate their basic constitutional rights and further erode the 
little control they have over their lives. 
 
In March 2011, San Luis Obispo County supervisor and former 
chair of the Homeless Services Oversight Council (HSOC), Adam 
Hill, signed a safe parking resolution that states that homeless 
who sleep in their cars are a threat to public safety. (Supervisor 
Jim Patterson is the current chair of the HSOC. Hill, who stepped 
down from his chair position last fall, continues to claim on his 
website and at political forums that he is currently the HSOC 
chair.) 
 
In March, San Luis Obispo City Council members voted to 
approve the implementation of a pilot program aimed at providing 
safe parking for a small number of homeless who sleep in their 
vehicles at night at a cost to the city in staff time of approximately 
$80,000. The Prado Day Center, which is under the umbrella of 
Community Action Partnership (CAPSLO), is slated to spend an 
additional $11,000 to $18,000 bringing the total cost to just under 
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$100,000 for the six-month pilot period. 
 
The pilot program allows CAPSLO to provide five-parking spots 
at the Prado Day Center on a lot already owned by the city.  To 
date, none of these spaces has been occupied.  At a recent 
Homeless Services Oversight Committee meeting, homeless 
services coordinator Dee Torres announced that no one had yet 
applied for the parking program likely because their social 
activities prevented them from wanting to take part, said Grover 
Beach Councilwoman Karen Bright. Several people who sleep in 
their vehicles on Prado Road said they applied for the program and 
were either turned away or chose not to continue the application 
process because of the financial requirements. 
 
The rules for those who would like to utilize the parking spots 
include signing over their payroll or government checks to a Prado 
administrator who will manage their finances with the stated goal 
of using the funds to place them into housing. Currently, homeless 
who utilize services at the Prado Day Center, including the meal 
program and the proposed parking program, are required to agree 
to searches of their persons and vehicles. 
 
During their presentation on the proposed parking plan, city 
staffers pointed to a successful program in Santa Barbara that 
provides spaces for more than 100 cars. And while Santa Barbara’s 
program includes case management, it does not include the 
requirement to sign over income and subsidy checks, said Nancy 
Kapp, Santa Barbara’s Homeless Outreach coordinator and case 
manager.  “These people are living on $1,000 a month and you 
don’t take money from these people,” Kapp said. “It is highway 
robbery and wrong.  We are a non-profit and our services are free.  
You don’t give something and ask for something, you give it 
unconditionally.”   
 
SLO Community Director Derek Johnson defended the program 

 



 

saying, “The idea is to help people become self-sufficent and to 
learn how to manage their money. We are working to transfer 
people out of homelessness.” 
 
Nevertheless, 56 percent of California’s homeless have a disabling 
condition, 52 percent are on some type of government assistance, 
and another 25 percent work at least 20 hours per week often not 
making enough to pay for food, necessities and housing, according 
to California’s 2009 Homeless Count Summary.  The chronically 
homeless – those who are either physically disabled, mentally ill, 
mentally challenged, elderly, or deep in the throes of alcoholism – 
cost taxpayers an average of $65,000 a year in medical costs alone, 
according to a University of California San Diego Medical Center 
study. 
 
In Denver, local agencies run a program aimed at providing 
assistance to the chronically homeless while the cost of their 
healthcare is cut an average of two thirds. Clients are provided 
efficiency lodging at approximately $15,000 a year per enrollee, 
less than a third of what it costs to leave them on the streets.  San 
Luis Obispo County has few resources available for the mentally 
ill and the chronically homeless who are both unlikely to become 
productive members of society. 
 
Attorney Stew Jenkins contends publicly funded services and 
benefits must be available to all on an equitable and legal basis.  
“A number of courts have grappled with cities and counties 
throughout the nation who have tried to condition the provision of 
publicly funded services by prohibiting individuals from being 
eligible unless they waive their fourth amendment rights to be 
secure in their persons, homes, and effects,” Jenkins said. “In 
general, these kinds of programs conditioning eligibility for public 
benefits on first giving up constitutional rights have been struck 
down.  The Prado Day Center rules so broadly require so many 
waivers of legal and constitutional rights that they do not appear to 

 



 

meet this standard. In fact, these rules are so broadly written that 
an individual missing a daily dose of prescribed heart burn 
medication a couple of days in a row could be suspended from 
health services, employment development referrals, showers or 
meals based on the whim of whoever is assigned to provide 
enforcement for up to four months.”  Nevertheless, on Friday, 
Jenkins accompanied two homeless residents interested in utilizing 
the parking spaces and was informed there is no application 
available. Homeless interested in the spaces are only permitted to 
verbally apply for safe parking during two hour windows set for 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays, Jenkins said 
 
Susan Perez currently resides in a small RV she parks on Prado 
Road. She applied for one of the five parking spots and contends 
she does not object to the urine testing or the breathalyzer, but she 
refuses to sign her disability check over to an administrator 
because in six months, when her husband is off probation, she 
plans to move from the area. Prado’s financial requirement would 
have left Perez about $200 a month to live on.  “I met all the 
requirements for parking,” Perez said. “Dee Torres wanted me to 
make her my payee. She wants to keep 70 percent of my income.” 
 
Homeless for about a year and a half, Randal Reed is battling 
cancer. The former Navy seal was sent to Los Angeles veterans 
services about a year ago where an MRI showed his back is riddled 
with tumors. He is still awaiting a followup appointment.  
Meanwhile, he is unable to work and had been sleeping by a creek. 
That was before another homeless man said he would share his RV, 
parked on Prado Road so Reed would have easy access to 
homeless services.  However, on June 1, Reed will have to choose 
between sleeping in the RV or being permitted to have a meal at 
the day center. Following the refusal of homeless who eat meals at 
the Prado Day Center to apply for the pilot program parking 
spaces, center management posted a notice that those who sleep in 
their cars along Prado Road will be barred from using the center’s 

 



 

homeless services.  “This is an infraction of our rights,” Reed said. 
“We are being harassed. Dee Torres is not good to the homeless.” 
 
In April, attorneys Saro Rizzo and Stew Jenkins filed a lawsuit 
against the city of San Luis Obispo and the chief of police for 
discrimination, harassment and the criminalization of homeless 
people. The attorneys are asking the court to order the city to stop 
enforcing a city ordinance that prohibits sleeping in vehicles and to 
pay financial damages and costs on behalf of their homeless 
clients.  In response, the city hired the Oakland based attorney firm 
of Burke Williams & Sorensen.  Jenkins said the city had an 
opportunity to avoid the lawsuit by stopping its discrimination 
against the homeless. He wrote to the city attorney and council 
shortly before filing the suit and asked the city to suspend its 
sleeping vehicle ordinance, dismiss pending citations, expunge 
convictions and return fines.  The city refused Jenkins’ request. 
  
Dee Torres’ refusal to respond to questions 
Homeless services coordinator Dee Torres refused to respond to 
questions about the Prado Day Center’s safe parking program or 
rules, instead asking for several retractions regarding a story 
published on March 22 titled SLO homeless plan facing legal 
battle. “You state in your article that I am a proponent of the more 
aggressive ticketing of homeless people camping in their vehicles,” 
Torres said. “This is a lie. I made no such statement.”  However, 
Torres said during the March 20 SLO City Council meeting that 
she supported staff’s proposal that included the more aggressive 
ticketing.  In addition, Torres responded to a letter from Tim Waag 
critical of the more aggressive ticketing with her reasons the 
proposed increased enforcement is important.  “I can tell you that 
my staff and I made it clear to the city and the chief that the 
unregulated encampment on Prado Road have been extremely 
problematic for our staff and clients,” Torres wrote.  Torres also 
asked for a retraction related to the cost of the program.  “You state 
that the pilot program would cost $80,000. This is untrue. It was 

 



 

made very clear at the meeting that at the very most the total cost 
predicted for CAPSLO to run the six-month pilot program would 
be close to $18,000.”   However, during the city council meeting, 
Torres did not quote a price CAPSLO expected to pay for the 
program. City staff, however, did estimate the program would cost 
the city $79,923 in man hours, according to a tape of the meeting 
and a power point presentation.  Torres’ final request for retraction 
was regarding a reference to her relationship with Supervisor Hill. 
“You refer to me as “the girlfriend” of Supervisor Adam Hill, 
which I find to be a demeaning characterization.”  CalCoastNews 
retracts published information when it turns out to be untrue and 
offered to retract the statement if they were no longer in a 
relationship at the time of the meeting. Torres did not respond. 
  
Supervisor Adam Hill asks San Luis Obispo City Council to 
support the  parking program which included more aggressive 
ticketing of homeless who sleep in their cars. 
 
COMMENTS 
 
Trailerparkboy says: 
06/07/2012 at 12:42 pm 
Is this really the best way to assist the less fortunate or people on 
hard times? Due to whatever circumstance — physical, mental or 
economic. Everyone in this country has had to make decisions 
based upon the reality of their own plight. Yes, some are a lot 
better off than others. Some of us are of modest means. Some in 
our county give a whole lot more than publicized. To have a 
process that starts with “overnight parking and a Homeless 
Campus” that takes advantage of local residents? Most residents 
would help voluntarily. Can I ask a few pertinent questions: Does 
these “homeless” have a county or city of origin? Why is it that if 
I’m at odds with these new found ways to “help” do I or anyone 
else have to be pigeon holed into a person that’s mean spirited? 
Can we at least do a better job on the less fortunate from our 

 



 

county before we make a grandiose attempt at doing a good and 
decent thing? I’m at a real disadvantage here. My family is one of 
the founding families of this county. My perspective is one of 
preservation and protection. Take care of our at-need residents and 
the resistance to help will be negligible. Try not to import more 
problems than we’re set up for. 
* 
smartmouth says: 
06/04/2012 at 2:43 pm 
5 spots? Give me a break. 
* 
dante0182 says: 
06/02/2012 at 12:21 am 
If they have settlement talks, hopefully an impartial person from 
outside the area will be selected. On a recent City settlement 
meeting, word has it the City hired one of the City Planning 
Commissioners. So much cronyism. 
* 
Obispan says: 
05/31/2012 at 8:44 pm 
There is no easy solution for this issue. And please save the 
underlying causes debate for November. In the end the City, and 
County will, in time, have to provide answers to their constituents’ 
concerns and direction to their staff, be it “I understands your 
concerns sir or ma’am but unfortunately this is what Prado Road is 
today” or “Chief, I want your officers out there enforcing the Muni 
Code letter by letter 24/7″ (like the trash can rules and the frat boys 
with the couches in the yard). If Rizzo and Jenkins prevail it will 
be the first, probably accompanied by a court order for the city to 
provide sanitation services, if the City’s high $$$ Bay Area 
attorneys prevail it will be the second, or the judge will come up 
with something in between. Everybody, regardless of their political 
bent, spouting off “why don’t they just do this?” or questioning the 
motives of those trying to address it are just spewing. The idea of 
using parking lots after hours is ludicrous. Parking in a lot is no 

 



 

different from parking on the street. Why would they accept ANY 
behavioral restrictions? In the end the law is the only enforceable 
restriction, either the police enforce the law, or they don’t, or they 
do on a selective basis, and that is in fact up to YOU, way more 
than you think. City Hall is not drooling at the thought of 
government regulation on this one. 
* 
RU4Real says: 
06/01/2012 at 7:36 am 
Frankly, I’m sick of all these deadbeat freeloaders flocking into 
SLO & taking over. It’s impossible to even go to Mission Plaza 
without being “assaulted” by the onslaught of these deadbeats with 
their hands out. Most of them come from OTHER AREAS, but 
arrive here in droves from as far away as British Columbia! 
WTF…I’m sick of it. I just paid $800 for vet care for my dog, yet 
all these flakes somehow always have a dog or two with 
them…These flakes are out panhandling with their animals & I can 
barely afford proper care for mine & UNLIKE the majority of 
these derelicts, I have been gainfully employed my whole life & 
have NEVER looked for handouts from the government or anyone 
else…Get these freeloaders a one way ticket out of town. Hell, I’ll 
even contribute to THAT, just to get rid of them… 
* 
Obispan says: 
06/01/2012 at 8:01 pm 
Oddly enough, the one-way ticket is how the problem started. 
When Santa Cruz was about where SLO is now about 20 years ago 
they did buy one-way tickets to ship the homeless out, destination; 
San Luis Obispo (the out-flux was quickly replaced and has since 
multiplied). They picked closest medium-sized city near the coast 
with great weather. They’re not going to take a ticket to Modesto. 
Again, Santa Cruz is currently considering reviving the idea under 
the slogan, “Helping the Homeless Home” or something like that. 
Yeah, right, I’m not going back to where I’M from. Anyhow 4Real, 
check out the article at the Santa Cruz Sentinel then get back to 

 



 

me. As Flanders would say “we’ve got ourselves a dilly of a 
pickle”. No homeless in Beverly Hills, hey maybe that’s why we’re 
paying top $$$ for our City Manager (and I have been critical and 
remain skeptical to date). Santa Cruz and then Santa Barbara were 
first up and got caught with their pants down, as has SLO has now. 
I’m pretty opinionated and am quick to come to conclusions but 
am stumped. I’m waiting for my tax dollars paying the big salaries 
to solve this one. I will burn God knows what for a happy, 
comforting fire while we put the APCD director to work in a new 
government job at a lower salary. 
* 
RU4Real 
says: 
06/02/2012 at 8:16 am 
I was thinking about attending the Greek Festival at Mission Plaza 
today, but decided against it because of all the tweekers & 
deadbeats that have taken to hanging out down there…It’s a pity 
that these derelicts turned Mission Plaza into such a deplorable 
place…I refuse to shop in downtown SLO & would MUCH rather 
go the distance & shop in Simi Valley or San Fernando Valley, I 
have not seen derelicts in either of those places…I’m seriously 
thinking of selling my home & re-locating to the ‘burbs of L.A. 
* 
Mkaney says: 
06/03/2012 at 10:50 am 
If Mission Plaza is a deplorable place to you, then may I suggest 
living in a bubble? Anyone who would SERIOUSLY much rather 
go to SAN FERNANDO VALLEY than San Luis Obispo, belongs 
in LA. The SFV is so infected with derelicts it’s ridiculous.. the 
difference you do most of your shopping there in a MALL 
* 
RU4Real 
says: 
06/03/2012 at 4:25 pm 
Mission Plaza not only is deplorable to me, but it’s downright 

 



 

dangerous. I don’t even attend Mass there because of the transients 
& druggies…I’ve been all over the San Fernando Valley (not just 
the malls) & HAVE NEVER encountered any derelicts. There is 
NO PROBLEM attending Mass down there, grocery shopping, 
attending street fairs & YES, they even have farmers markets…all 
without freeloaders & derelicts. They also have SUNSHINE & 
THE AIR QUALITY IS PRETTY DAMNED GOOD… I never 
expected downtown SLO would turn into another SKID ROW, but 
sadly, it has…It’s disgusting! 
* 
smartmouth says: 
06/04/2012 at 2:44 pm 
What? Really? You apparently have not seen any skid row and it is 
hardly disgusting. What is wrong with you? 
* 
RU4Real says: 
06/05/2012 at 6:16 am 
Yes, smartmouth I have seen a number of “skid rows”…It’s just 
that for a small community the size of SLO, the number of 
transients/meth heads & drunks is disgusting…Keep them out of 
the down town area or SLO will have many more vacancies than 
they now have. Not only are the majority of these people 
disgusting, they can be downright abusive…Who needs that??? 
* 
The Gimlet Eye  says: 
06/13/2012 at 3:00 pm 
Vagrancy used to be illegal.  Deport the illegal aliens, bring back 
the hoboes. That’s the ticket. 
* 
Mkaney  says: 
06/03/2012 at 10:48 am 
There must be something about you that attracts freeloaders, 
because I walk downtown all the time and I almost never get 
“assaulted” or even asked for anything. If I do, I usually just keep 
on going and that’s the end of it. Are you just really sensitive, or 

 



 

what? 
* 
RU4Real says: 
06/03/2012 at 4:31 pm 
NO, mkaney I am NOT being overly sensitive…I haven’t even 
seen as many derelicts on the streets of Manhattan. But of course, 
they have a much better Police presence there. I did not see even 
one panhandler in Manhattan & SLO (even though it’s much 
smaller) has an over abundance of derelicts/transients. Maybe 
YOU enjoy the presence of these druggies/bums…(Just 
wondering…) I don’t… 
* 
The Gimlet Eye says: 
06/13/2012 at 3:04 pm 
NYC got really tough on those types a few years back because they 
were getting out of control. SLO will have to do the same. 
* 
rogerfreberg says: 
05/31/2012 at 1:36 pm 
It sounds to me that Adam is just backing up his rumored 
‘girlfriend.’ Frankly, a certain amount of choice goes out the 
window ( or should) once someone accepts public assistance… in 
college, their is something called work-study… working for a 
partial deferment of tuition. It seems that something like this could 
happen. Anyway, I think that finding solutions thrust on the rest of 
us isn’t very neighborly, Adam. 
* 
Mr. Holly says: 
05/31/2012 at 8:00 am 
Where are all of the “do gooders?” What is wrong with the parking 
lot at CAPSLO? Open the parking lot up at 5pm and let these 
people park overnight. The facility could allow the use of their 
bathroom facilities to these people also. Social Service could also 
provide the same services. There is also the large parking lot at the 
Honor Farm. It seems like the county could easily address this 

 



 

problem if all of the government roadblocks were not in place. 
* 
RU4Real says: 
06/01/2012 at 7:41 am 
The county needs to lighten up on Sunny Acres & allow these 
deadbeats to park there with their “beaters”.. If they pay Dan a 
stipend for parking (& maybe even do some work around the 
place) it would benefit everyone…even the County would 
benefit…Think about it… 
* 
Mkaney says: 
05/30/2012 at 1:37 pm 
This is SO dumb!!! I am baffled by this ridiculousness. To let 
homeless people park somewhere, you don’t have to do anything! 
You have to NOT do something, which is ticket the vehicles. They 
are public streets, let the public park on them. People’s rights are 
not eliminated by the fact that it might bother the sensibilities of 
others. The time, money, and energy being put into discussing and 
planning this could probably gives those people temporary homes. 
Stop the madness! 
* 
kayaknut says: 
05/30/2012 at 4:12 pm 
Please post your address so the anyone can park in front of your 
house and use your yard for a restroom, trash bin, do drugs at your 
front door, and have parties all night long. 
* 
mkaney says: 
05/30/2012 at 8:33 pm 
EVERYTHING in life has some consequences.. Like, for example, 
if you move into a pristine sterile housing development, there are 
bound to be some self righteous pretentious jerks. Nonetheless, we 
all need to survive, and a little tolerance and kindness goes a long 
way. It seems like people are afraid to attempt to communicate and 
work things out with anyone directly anymore and just call the 

 



 

lawyer or the cops. I think that you’d be surprised that for the 
MOST part, people are cooperative when you treat them with some 
respect. There are exceptions, there are exceptions to everything, 
but spending huge amounts of money to herd people into 
concentrated areas (camps?) SIMPLY and ONLY because of their 
situation in lfie is wrong, I don’t care you sell out. 
* 
Slowerfaster says: 
05/31/2012 at 1:17 am 
Please post your address and name so that perhaps some could 
throw eggs at your house, drop dog do-dos on your porch, do sign 
walking protests at ungodly hours. Equality is a Bee-otch. Wake up 
to reality, conservative hole. 
* 
willieslo says: 
05/30/2012 at 9:41 pm 
Mkaney Agree 
Everyone, anyone needs somewhere to hang their hat and rest and 
it sure don’t take $80,000+ to manage 5 lousy vehicles on Prado 
Road. Dan Devaul understands this basic life need, and given some 
time and support (before the County incapacitated and blackmailed 
his efforts) he would have progressively managed it and without 
the need of $80K plus. Last time I spoke with him, he was assured 
that no one from across his lot (affluent area) made any 
complaints, he holds Supervisor Gibson responsible for what has 
resulted (The government need to pardon the expensive sanctions 
against him and allow him to start over without interference and 
with some non-political support!!!). Next time you need fire wood, 
stop by his place and feel free to chat with him, you will enjoy a 
down to earth and intelligent conversation with him! 
* 
Ted Slanders says: 
05/30/2012 at 9:00 am 
Once again, and like Tammy has proposed, the homeless are not 
going away! Don’t worry, I will leave the Christian aspect out of 

 



 

this situation relative to Jesus’ teachings. Subjectively, and again, 
we need to return to the Farm Labor Camps of the Dustbowl era of 
the 1930’s like they had in California and Arizona. They were 
government run, and they were equal to small cities. To be able to 
reside in one of these camps, you had to work. With the Central 
Coast’s vineyards, agriculture, and other jobs that a certain faction 
wouldn’t do, this presents to the homeless many opportunities to 
pay for their housing at one of these camps. Seemingly. a win-win 
situation. The Weedpatch Camp, formerly known as the Arvin 
Federal Government Camp, was used by Steinbeck in the movie 
“Grapes of Wrath”, and is still used today by migrant workers and 
is a great paradigm to follow. 
http://www.weedpatchcamp.com/Life%20in%20Camp/life.htm 
http://www.weedpatchcamp.com/History/history.htm 
An example of a newly opened farm labor camp in Sonoma, 
California. Read about what this encampment provides! If they can 
do this for farm labor, barring the fact that most are illegals, not 
that it matters, why can’t it be done in California for the homeless 
on a yearly basis to give them a foundation to better themselves in 
the future? 
http://www.sonomanews.com/News-2011/Migrant-worker-camp-
opens/  
Even though the upcoming Prop 29 has nothing to do with the 
homeless, but the raising of cigarette taxes for cancer research, but 
if passed, it will generate $1 billion a year in revenue! Wouldn’t it 
be great if this revenue would be used for homeless camps in the 
same vein as the homeless farm workers? Then this problem is 
finally addressed instead of always complaining about it.  Prop 29 
duplicates programs that already exist in the cancer research area 
and will represent further beaurocracy and waste! Therefore, if 
passed, and with wishful thinking, let it be used for a problem that 
has gone far too long without any remedies other than pushing the 
homeless down the road in a NIMBY scenario.  Or, God forbid, a 
new Proposition before the voters that addresses the homeless in 
our state? Naw, the “willieslo’s” would object to this type of 
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situation because they use their insidious sweeping generalizations 
in thinking that all of the homeless want to be that way, and it’s 
their fault for being homeless. Nonsense! 
* 
unlisted says: 
05/30/2012 at 3:25 pm 
Great idea, Ted, but everyone from the Sierra Club, to the tea party, 
civil rights advocates and NIMBYs will join forces to prevent it 
from happening. 
* 
willieslo says: 
05/30/2012 at 8:59 pm 
“Or, God forbid, a new Proposition before the voters that addresses 
the homeless in our state? Naw, the “willieslo’s” would object to 
this type of situation because they use their insidious sweeping 
generalizations in thinking that all of the homeless want to be that 
way, and it’s their fault for being homeless. Nonsense!” Gee Ted 
That was “MIGHTY GODLY” of you, thanks for your “HOLY” 
and “HEAVENLY” assumptions. 
* 
hijinks says: 
05/30/2012 at 9:39 pm 
Prop 29 is a good measure. It is being opposed by Big Tobacco 
(read who pays for the ads against it: RJR and Philip Morris), and 
Slanders’ comments against it come straight from Big Tobacco’s 
script. Please vote for it. Prop. 29 has nothing to do with the 
homeless situation. If Slanders wants a proposition to pay for 
homeless services, why doesn’t he get one started and get it on the 
ballot instead of dithering about hot air? Maybe because it’s easier 
to write this stuff than to actually do something. 
* 
Slowerfaster says: 
05/30/2012 at 11:55 pm  “Maybe because it’s easier to write this 
stuff than to actually do something.” As opposed to bloviating 
about Ted while doing nothing yourself. Over 50% of homeless are 

 



 

CHILDREN. 12% or more are VETERANS.. The bulk of the rest 
have major disabilities..mental, physical, or both, A very small 
percentage are gamers of the sytem. Some even choose a nomadic 
lifestyle, experiencing the type of ‘freedom’ phony conservatives 
wax drunken-tongued about. I smell the hypocrite. 
* 
SLOBIRD says: 
05/29/2012 at 3:55 pm 
So, does the City of SLO breakdown all the expenses for such 
projects as this one, Does SLO charge for the Christmas Parade, 
Cal Poly Open House, WOW at Cal Poly, the bar calls every 
nighte, etc. etc. etc. Know, but there is an opportunity to list these 
charged because there might be a Grant, Program or Handout that 
the City can apply for and get more money for their coffers, so 
they can spend more. Look, that City Attorney who just got a big 
fat raise, the Police, Community Development Director, Public 
Works, etc. all get paid for 40 hours of work a week regardless of 
what project they are working on (by the way, where is Miss 
Katie’s hours, oh yea, I forgot she is down South again). Shame on 
them for putting a price tab on this. These people need help and so 
do the businesses they are affecting. Then, as for CAPSLO, Del 
Torres and Adam Hill you should really be ashamed of yourselves. 
You claim to be advocates for the homeless in our community and 
this is how you treat them, denying these people of needed 
services, meals, and assistance and want to take their last few 
dollars every month. I wouldn’t trust any of you either and you 
should all be made to go sleep in a creek bed and live on a $1000 
or less a month and see how you like it. You are absolutely 
disguesting people. And yes, Ms Torres is the woman that Adam 
Hill cleaned out his personal bank accounts for when he left his 
wife and family. And you have the nerve to stand up and advocate 
for values, you are a slime. 
* 
JordanJ says: 
05/29/2012 at 4:34 pm 

 



 

It’s definitely common knowledge that they’re an item but she has 
claimed that she was never his mistress. It’s also common 
knowledge that Hill cleaned out funds that rightfully were his 
wife’s share. According to the divorce records that he was only 
temporarily successful in illegally hiding from the public, he pulled 
some dirty deals on his wife and family but then, divorce records 
are always about, he said, she said, so who knows. 
One thing for sure is that if Torres was running around with Hill 
while he was still married and living at home, then she was his 
mistress. Personally, if this is true, I agree that it is disgusting and 
since Torres denies almost everything that she doesn’t like, even 
when the truth is there for all to see, it’s hard to believe anything 
she say’s. It’s as if she is pathological. Just look at her posts here 
and then look at the facts, she is truly either pathological or very, 
very confused. 
* 
OnTheOtherHand  says: 
05/29/2012 at 9:11 pm 
I don’t know the facts and I am not sure anyone not directly 
involved does. This is one of those cases where both sides have 
differing views on the same situation. You want to feel compassion 
for those who are down on their luck, but some of them created 
their own bad luck. Which ones are making the complaints here 
and how credible are they.  The Prado Day Center does try to do 
what they can for the homeless within a very limited budget but 
keeping a situation where numerous participants are either 
mentally unstable or substance abusers limits their effectiveness. 
Dee Torres, whatever her faults, has done a decent job in trying to 
run that zoo. I don’t know whether there are sufficient reason for 
the new parking policies but I would have to hear their side of the 
story and they probably have solid legal limitations in presenting 
the details to support it. While it does seem too intrusive for my 
taste, there’s an old saying “beggars can’t be choosers” which 
applies here. (Note to the PC crowd: I am not implying that the 
homeless are all “Beggars” in a derogatory sense. They are getting 

 



 

public funding through these programs and should expect it to 
come with strings attached.)  Whatever details exist of Torres’ 
relationship to Hill, her request for a retraction about the statement 
that she was his “girlfriend” could be justified by the implication in 
that word that she is still a “girl.” (See, I can be PC too!) 
* 
Bored Watcher says: 
05/29/2012 at 1:35 pm 
Hill recused himself from a Board of Supervisor’s vote on CDBG 
funds for a homeless organization earlier this month. I thought it 
odd he didn’t explain why he was stepping away from the dais; 
disclosure is usually required.  Was his recusal related to his 
relationship with Dee Torres or that he founded and/or Chair’s the 
organization receiving funds?  Hill portrays himself as a 
“Champion” for the homeless and the prince of social issues; how 
does this help if he can’t vote?  His conflict may not be financial 
gain for himself, but when I put someone in office for a certain 
purpose — I expect they will be able to participate in issues that I 
elected them for.  As for Torres, is she or anyone on her staff a 
licensed CPA or fiduciary of some kind that is bonded and insured 
and qualified to manage other people’s money? This all smells like 
a portable toilet. 
* 
JB Bronson says: 
05/29/2012 at 2:26 pm 
To all and no one in particular: Dee Torres is not a one person 
band. From how deep into CAP-SLO do her marching orders 
come? Ms. Torres is the person out front, and so is the easiest to 
want to attack, but she is not dancing alone to her own tune. 
* 
OnTheOtherHand says: 
05/29/2012 at 9:17 pm 
I don’t know either how independent the Homeless Program is 
from the rest of CAPSLO nor how much control Torres has over 
the finances. But I can assure you that there are probably more 

 



 

than 1 CPA — and numerous others with accounting degrees — in 
the Finance Dept. at CAPSLO. 
* 
Reality Check says: 
05/29/2012 at 1:14 pm 
“Several people who sleep in their vehicles on Prado Road said 
they applied for the program and were either turned away or chose 
not to continue the application process because of the financial 
requirements.  The rules for those who would like to utilize the 
parking spots include signing over their payroll or government 
checks to a Prado administrator who will manage their finances 
with the stated goal of using the funds to place them into housing.”  
Regardless of all the chatter back and forth, I am appalled and 
outraged that a supposed non-profit would require homeless people 
to give their tiny income to the “case managers”. To give the 
excuse that taking the money will help the homeless build a fund to 
get back into housing may sound good, unless you’re trying to live 
on $1,000 or less a month. Putting 60% aside would be hard / 
probably impossible for anyone, much less people who are 
homeless and struggling to eat, gather daily essentials, keep their 
vehicle fueled and licensed and hold onto their few possessions. 
This is another example of trying to take basic freedoms away 
from the people.  I can understand all sorts of rules such as identity 
check, courteous behavior, no weapons, no banned substances. In 
this case, I completely agree with the homeless who refuse to pay a 
ransom to CAPSLO just to have a safe place to park overnight.  As 
a side note, who goes to work for an organization with a mission of 
housing the homeless, but is afraid of homeless people? If one is 
unprepared to deal with the realities of the customers they’ll be 
serving, don’t go into that line of work. 
* 
RU4Real   says: 
05/30/2012 at 7:20 am 
These FLAKES are flocking to this area in droves…It’s about time 
to “shut the door” on all these “out of area” freeloaders…There are 

 



 

TRULY needy local people who could use a hand up, but most of 
the tweekers that are coming here from other States & Counties 
should be send back to their “places of origin”…Those areas 
should be responsible for caring for their own FLAKES, I’m sick 
of seeing these druggies all over town…Another issue is, they all 
seem to have dogs…I’m not against dogs, but as a dog owner 
myself, I KNOW from experience how expensive it is to take care 
of a pet….Again, these people are showing a careless disregard 
having animals with them while out “panhandling” for 
drugs/booze…It’s disgusting… 
* 
The Gimlet Eye says: 
06/13/2012 at 3:14 pm 
Sounds like a police state tactic to me. 
* 
Unlisted says: 
05/29/2012 at 1:01 pm 
Why does CAPSLO get blamed because the city wants to spend 
nearly 580 hours at nearly $140 an hour nitpicking a six month 
pilot program? That $80,000 could be used to pay for nearly 100 
months of rent in a studio apartment. 
* 
Cindy says: 
05/29/2012 at 12:52 pm 
I’m not defending this intrusive program as I’ve already stated that 
this is “nanny gubmint” at it’s worse in my opinion.  BUT, I’ve got 
to say something about those outrageous, exaggerated fees that the 
city has posted as an added expense to this pilot program. Is there 
any justification for that? Does it even make sense? There are 
going to be 5 cars parked legally over night and suddenly it will 
cost how much extra in police services, lawyers, administrators etc. 
The city of SLO is out of control with their spending. They aren’t 
even dealing with anything close to reality in my opinion, it seems 
more about everybody sticking their hands in the pot for any 
excuse possible. They should all be fired, FIRED and FIRED, 

 



 

kicked the heck down the stairs and right out the door. Why do we 
all put up with this? People need to do what Paso is about to do, 
make a clean sweep and wipe the gravy off the pork butt’s. 
* 
Racket says: 
05/29/2012 at 1:22 pm 
Cindy: I agree. It could almost be characterized as the City riding 
on the back’s of the homeless. The City Attorney is going to need 
$17,000, the Public Works is going to need $11,000, the “CCD” is 
going to need $27,000, … all for the ability to permit 5 homeless 
cars to continue to be homeless for six months. Friggin’ ridiculous. 
* 
Cindy says: 
05/29/2012 at 1:37 pm 
Hahah, I started at the top of the list and wondered what public 
works would do that would take 120 hours to “facilitate the start 
up” of this program? I know that the program requires a porta-
potty, something that Torres claims that CAPSLO will be in charge 
of and paying for. Will SLO county works supervise the first 120 
hours of porta-potty use? Maybe they will check to see that there 
are no pot holes in the 5 parking spaces? I mean really and the city 
attorney, I guess it will take 3 FULL WEEKS to write up this 
program and declare it legal? As for the PD, I should think it would 
require less of their time since there will be 5 less vehicles to ticket 
or maybe since they won’t be charging them $350.00 a ticket, they 
figure they will need to make up that revenue someplace? HA! If I 
were Dee Torres and if I was sincere about my belief in my 
program, I would publicly tell the city Officials to “go pick 
someone elses pockets”. 
* 
Paperboys says: 
05/29/2012 at 12:26 pm 
Tammy, thinking outside the box is what Dan DeVaul did for years 
and look where it’s gotten him.  But you’re right, I don’t believe 
government will ever be able to “solve” the homeless problem. 

 



 

That’s because one has to first define what “solve” actually means. 
Does it mean that EVERYONE would have a roof over their heads, 
a home they can call their own? That’s not likely in a county where 
the median home price is more than $350,000. Or does it mean 
they build enough temporary shelters to get them inside at night 
and then kick them out onto the streets in the morning? Given 
government’s tendency to have its costs go up year after year with 
no end or cap in sight, we would probably soon run out of money 
for such a program and then face budget cuts and closures.  And 
just where would this money come from in the first place? Do any 
local politicians have the intestinal fortitude to cut police or fire 
department budgets (the two costliest departments in every town) 
to fund these homeless services? Probably not. People want to feel 
safe in their homes and communities and frankly, one of the 
biggest threats to that are homeless people who have turned to 
stealing and robbing in order to survive. Just how do we define 
success for a problem that you admit (and I agree with) will never 
go away?  I also seriously doubt that spending $12 million on a 
“homeless campus” like the Homeless Services Oversight 
Committee’s 10-year plan would do, is the end-all solution either. 
* 
RU4Real says: 
05/30/2012 at 7:28 am 
Why can’t these FLAKES pay Dan a stipend to park at his place? 
Maybe do a little work out there as well & try to get clean & sober 
in the process… 
* 
Tammy says: 
05/29/2012 at 10:09 am 
There are homeless people in every City, State and community. We 
have had homeless people with us since the beginning of time and 
will always have people living among us who are homeless. That is 
a fact.  Having said that, it is my personal opinion, that all cities 
and community governments should have or be required to have 
something set aside for those who are homeless. I would feel much 

 



 

better supporting an established place for the homeless to camp, 
than watching our government leaders squander tax payer dollars 
or making settlements with the likes of Lisa Solomon, or pay huge 
pensions to those that no longer give back or serve. 
 
It is inhumane to criminalize homelessness and make it impossible 
for those to simply exist, for they have a right to exist, no matter 
how they choose, so as they do not commit crimes against person 
or property. Look, homelessness is not caused by any one 
condition. The face of a homeless person is NOT the same face as 
the sterotyped drunken dirty man or bag lady. Most of those who 
are homeless are women and children, cohabitating with others 
(families doubling up). Many do play by the rules society sets. But 
there will always be those who don’t.  I read so many post from 
people angry about government hand-outs and having to pay more 
taxes. What I don’t read are about creative solutions……to 
problems which aren’t going to go away. This issue is NOT going 
to go away. Period! Now what? Do we keep kicking the can down 
the road? Do we keep fighting, bitching and pointing fingers? Or 
do we NOT look toward the tax payers for funding, but we come 
up with creative solutions based on capitalistic principles. It is 
called social enterprise, and I have been reading and talking about 
this for years. 
 
Social Enterprise is when an entity (government, non-profit etc…) 
uses capitalism and it’s principles to create a good or service, 
maximizing it’s profits to solve or fund a social ill. It is that simple. 
So for all those leaders and government experts, taking from 
taxpayers IS NOT THE ONLY OPTION. But, you have to think, 
think outside the box, get creative, and actually do it. I’m thinking 
this is what you’re getting paid for. 
* 
The Gimlet Eye says: 
06/13/2012 at 3:21 pm 
The Soviets would have rounded them up and sent them out to 

 



 

work on “collective farms.” Forced labor is what it was. I don’t 
advocate anything nearly so draconian, but at the same time, able-
bodied people must work to earn their keep. When we look around, 
do we see any lack of jobs to do? Hardly!  Solution, open a work 
camp. That has been mentioned before in this forum. Those able-
bodied people who can work, must work to earn their daily keep. 
We did it during the Great Depression, we can do it during the 
Great Depression II. 
* 
Kettel says: 
06/13/2012 at 6:16 pm 
Yes! Bring back the WPA! 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Works_Progress_Administration 
* 
Zaphod says: 
06/13/2012 at 9:07 pm 
Full employment 
* 
willieslo says: 
05/29/2012 at 9:30 am 
It is entertaining to see all theses people whining for more rights, 
accomodations and funding.  Many families are struggling to make 
ends meet necessitating the use of their credit cards (borrowed 
money) day after day because of cuts and inflation.  When I get 
enough funds to make any kind of donation, I will donate to hard 
working-struggling (non-whining) people long before considering 
any of these folks. 
* 
Ted Slanders says: 
05/29/2012 at 12:09 pm 
willieslo, 
Albeit, that it would be even more entertaining for you to see a 
little disheveled homeless child on Prado Road too? Sure it would! 
That’s what makes the “willieslo’s” of this world make such 
deplorable and ungodly statements that they do! 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Works_Progress_Administration


 

* 
SLORider says: 
05/29/2012 at 9:21 am 
http://www.adamhill.us/about-adam-hill/ 
“[Adam Hill] also serves as the founding and current chair of the 
Homeless Services Oversight Council, and the chair of the capital 
campaign for the new homeless services center.”  Wonder if he’ll 
correct his campaign site? 
* 
Fhill123 says: 
05/29/2012 at 5:24 pm 
Why should he change it? True or not is irrelevant in politics as 
long as it looks good. 
* 
MarkJames says: 
05/29/2012 at 8:37 am 
Looking at those e-mails from the woman who is heading this 
program is alarming. She appears to have some serious character 
inadequacies and can’t address these issues professionally or even 
coherently. She is highly emotional, she is in complete denial of 
the facts and she is immature and even childish. She is clearly 
incompetent. She would do best to get help for herself before she 
attempts to help anyone else. This is of deep concern that she is 
heading up a program like this.  (author’s note: THANK YOU for 
noticing this too!) 
* 
DeeTorres says: 
05/29/2012 at 9:55 am 
Here are a couple of the the facts: 
The Prado Safe Parking Program will not cost $80,000, this is a 
figure that the City reported in regards to City business, I can’t 
speak to that as it has nothing to do with our program. Our 
program has received $7,500 which is being spent on monitoring 
equipment, portable toilet rental, other minor supplies and minimal 
staffing costs. I personally will not and have not received any 

 

http://www.adamhill.us/about-adam-hill/


 

compensation from this program.  The Parking Program does 
require participation in case management. A strong component of 
case management is budgeting and saving. We encourage families 
to save up to 60% and individuals to save up to 70% of their 
monthly income for permanent housing. This money is saved by 
them and is always “their” money. They can pull their money out 
of the program at any time as it is theirs.  That being said we often 
have people who save less than what we encourage them to save, 
some come to us with no income and obviously 60% of 0 is 0. We 
use the percentages as guidelines and work with each individual 
depending on their circumstances. I nor any member of my staff 
have ever been a payee for a client and CAPSLO Homeless 
Services never receives any money from the program participants. 
The Parking Program has not been “rejected” it hasn’t even begun 
yet. We are hoping to begin mid-June and are doing our best to 
outreach and work with people who are interested in having a safe 
place to park temporarily while working toward permanent 
housing solutions.  Again, I’ll state that the programs I oversee are 
transparent and if you have any real questions/concerns you can 
always e-mail me at dtorres@capslo.org. 
* 
pismo20 says: 
05/29/2012 at 10:38 am 
It will not cost CAPSLO, but it will cost. Your credibility is zip.  
You now say you will give the homeless back their money if they 
ask for it, then why take it at all?  Are you calling Karen Bright a 
liar? Remember Dee, there were more than 20 people at that 
meeting where you said you could not get anyone to agree to use 
your parking program. Are you lying now or where you lying then? 
* 
MarkJames says: 
05/29/2012 at 11:21 am 
Good Grief ! You are indeed as naive, irresponsible and childish as 
it gets. Of course those added fees have to do with your program. 
You’re not an autonomous citizen running your own show. For 

 



 

every action there is a reaction. Your program costs the tax payers 
funds outside of what YOU PERSONALLY DO. You’re 
representing a tax payer funded program, why does an adverage 
citizen have to explain this to you? WTF (excuse me but I mean it) 
WTF?  To even suggest that these fees have nothing to do with 
your program suggests that you’re not just out of touch but you’re 
inept and that is putting it politely.  To the people of SLO County. 
This is your government at work, take a good look. 
* 
The Gimlet Eye says: 
05/29/2012 at 11:59 am 
To hell with your “case management.” This is not a POLICE 
STATE! 
* 
MostlyH2O says: 
05/29/2012 at 12:20 pm 
How pathetic that you choose to defend yourself on a blog rather 
than through your actions. Not only have you failed the homeless 
in this community but you lie about it to pass the buck. Do us all a 
favor and quit your job. Better yet, stay around and get fired so we 
don’t have to pay your pension. You’re terrible at what you do and 
if your actions cannot speak for themselves then there’s no reason 
to believe your words. 
* 
SLORider says: 
05/29/2012 at 8:31 am 
Yesterday’s Santa Maria Times article: 
http://santamariatimes.com/news/local/govt-and-
politics/elections/candidate_bio/jobs-economic-development-
focus-in-slo-county-race/article_70524fe2-a7c1-11e1-85a4-
0019bb2963f4.html 
BIG WHOPPER: 
“Homelessness services is another issue Hill takes to heart. He is 
chairman of the Homeless Services Oversight Committee and the 
capital campaign for the new homeless services center.” 

 

http://santamariatimes.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/elections/candidate_bio/jobs-economic-development-focus-in-slo-county-race/article_70524fe2-a7c1-11e1-85a4-0019bb2963f4.html
http://santamariatimes.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/elections/candidate_bio/jobs-economic-development-focus-in-slo-county-race/article_70524fe2-a7c1-11e1-85a4-0019bb2963f4.html
http://santamariatimes.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/elections/candidate_bio/jobs-economic-development-focus-in-slo-county-race/article_70524fe2-a7c1-11e1-85a4-0019bb2963f4.html
http://santamariatimes.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/elections/candidate_bio/jobs-economic-development-focus-in-slo-county-race/article_70524fe2-a7c1-11e1-85a4-0019bb2963f4.html


 

Is CCN the only news player that vets “press release” stories? 
* 
Disgusted says: 
05/29/2012 at 9:09 am 
So many mistakes in this article. Hill was not a prof., doesn’t chair 
the BOS or HSOC and wasn’t the building in AG and GB along 
Oak Park “smart” growth? 
* 
janbk says: 
05/29/2012 at 8:14 am 
One thing is for sure, Adam Hill is a liar and smooth talker, he will 
say one thing to get free publicity and media coverage and when 
back in his office he lies, laughs at ” Scum” on our streets. I hope a 
recent tape done while speaking to him on these issues makes it 
way to the media. It is alarming and scary how he really thinks and 
what he says. He is a failure to the people and is the one who 
wanted to get more money from the poor, ill, dying, disabled while 
parking at the airport. It was Mr. Hill who we are told was the one 
who decided to get the money from the disabled especially our 
wounded warriors coming home. Vote him out of office. I am told 
by one of his girl ” Fridays” that he has some dark secrets that are 
going to come out. I hope so he is a typical politician who does not 
know what it is like, to be ill, disabled or without. He never served 
his Nation in a time of War he is in my opinion a Coward. 
* 
fhill123 says: 
05/29/2012 at 5:29 pm 
Jan 
Politicians tell lies? I am disappointed to hear that. Vote out 
incumbents. At least give someone else a chance at the public 
trough. 
* 
pismo20 says: 
05/29/2012 at 7:58 am 
In the staff report they place the homeless into two categories, 

 



 

those who can become productive members of society and those 
who elect not to because of social behaviors. They forget the 
mentally ill, those dying from cancer, and the disabled.  Our 
county is a mess with very few programs for mental illness. Our 
supervisors, with Adam Hill leading the charge, are voting to spend 
less on CHC and mental illness while Adam Hill leads the charge 
for public monies to be given to homeless services with his 
girlfriend at the helm.  Meanwhile, both Adam Hill and Dee Torres 
repeatedly refer to the homeless as drug addicts and drunks. And 
Torres is afraid to drive past them when leaving the homeless 
center. What a joke. In the old days, it was the liberals who 
championed causes for the disadvantaged. What happened? If you 
want to see how Adam Hill really thinks about the homeless, go to 
his Tribune account and look at what blog post he thumbs up. Hint, 
anything derogatory to the homeless and seeking to run them out 
of town, he can’t help but give a thumbs up to. 
* 
SLORider says: 
05/29/2012 at 8:28 am 
Stupid Hill thought you could create a Tribune account and “Like” 
comments without being noticed. He quit using the account when 
he found out otherwise.  ‘AdamHill’ Tribune account: 
http://disqus.com/mcclatchy-
2bb90c015000e0b9214f4dfc464d616c/ 
I think I like best where he ‘Liked’ the “MORRO BELL” post on 
the Morro Bay’s highest salaries story. Is this the same Adam Hill 
that negotiated a $250,000 salary for air pollution control officer 
Larry Allen?!? 
* 
Cindy says: 
05/29/2012 at 7:51 am 
In all fairness, I’ve heard both positive and negative reports in the 
past about Dee Torres and her work with the homeless. I might be 
mistaken but it seems that she was a proponent for Sunny Acres 
and had supported them over the years. She did comment here last 
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month about the issue with managing the income of the homeless 
who elect to park legally on Prado and she indicated that CAPSLO 
was not taking any money from them but simply requiring that the 
homeless designate a % of their income to a savings account which 
would later serve to provide a permanent home for them, now I 
hear that CAPSLO will “take 70%” of the homeless income? I 
don’t think that is an accurate statement and Dee Torres would 
have done well to respond, rather than to complain about CCN 
bringing out past “FACTS” that Torres doesn’t like. Clear the air 
Torres and quit complaining, you put yourself in this position and 
frankly, right now, you appear to be highly INCOMPETENT. 
Shame on you and your condescending program. You all deserve to 
be sued for the blatant violation of the rights of the 
disenfranchised, in my opinion. This is “nanny gubmint” at its 
worse. Come down off your high horse Dee and get an education, 
the last thing many of these people have is their dignity, seems that 
you would attempt to take that from them as well. Yes I know, you 
don’t have a clue what I’m talking about and that is what makes 
you INCOMPETENT. 
* 
DeeTorres says: 
05/29/2012 at 7:47 am 
Here is the actual e-mail response to Ms. Velie’s request for further 
information regarding the PRADO SAFE PARKING PROGRAM. 
From: Dee Torres 
Date: May 23, 2012 12:43:06 AM PDT 
To: Karen Velie 
Subject: FW: enough nonsense 
Ms. Velie, 
I was informed by one of my staff members that you were 
attempting to contact me today to answer some questions. This 
staff member is very familiar with your inaccurate reporting and 
instructed you to e-mail me.  This e-mail is in response to your 
request for information. If you choose to print another inaccurate, 
malicious story about me and our Safe Parking Program, please do 

 



 

not lie to your readers by stating something like “Dee Torres was 
contacted but did not reply” or anything similar to this, instead 
please print the following: 
 
On March 22nd your blog posted a story written by you “SLO 
Homeless Plan facing legal battle”, that contained many fallacious 
and malicious statements about the Prado Day Center Safe Parking 
Program, and myself. In an attempt to mitigate some of the damage 
created by the lies printed in the story I sent you two e-mails (April 
27th and May 1st ) highlighting inaccuracies, half truths, innuendo 
and outright lies, and asked for a retraction. In response to the first 
e-mail you made excuses and defended the lies that you printed 
ignoring all evidence to the contrary (the SLO City Council 
meeting is video taped and a simple viewing exposes the lies in the 
story). In the second response it seemed you were attempting to 
elicit sympathy by mentioning your personal family issues but 
promised to watch the tape and get back to me. To date you have 
yet to “get back” to me and/or correct the many distortions you 
wrote. Unfortunately but not surprisingly, your lies confused many 
readers of your blog who in turn started anonymously blogging 
more lies about me, the Prado program and even other people who 
are not directly associated with the program. This forced me to 
take to the blogs using my real name. I gave bloggers the same 
facts I gave to you and actually received very positive responses 
from bloggers who seemed to appreciate honesty, and the 
negativity stopped. 
 
For a wide variety of reasons, including the many inaccuracies 
printed March 22nd, the refusal to correct the inaccuracies after the 
fact, countless other inaccuracies and malicious, misleading, half 
or no truth stories, to name just a few, I do not consider you a 
reputable reporter and will keep my distance from you completely. 
I will not subject my staff, clients, programs, or anyone else for 
that matter, to your malice and your lies by participating in the 
shameless sham you call journalism.  Obviously, Ms. Velie, you 

 



 

have no concern for how your phony stories (most community 
members and leaders I know and respect refer to as propaganda 
and/or agenda driven hit pieces) actually affect people, including 
my clients, my staff, my children, and the larger community with 
whom I work. One might think that you would exempt the truly 
less fortunate from your obvious need to feel empowered by 
tearing people down, but alas, I continually see from your stories 
that this is not the case. 
Sincerely, 
Dee Torres 
* 
KatieEvans says: 
05/29/2012 at 8:53 am 
“In the second response it seemed you were attempting to elicit 
sympathy by mentioning your personal family issues but promised 
to watch the tape and get back to me. ”   I don’t think Karen was 
seeking to solicit anything from you. It seems to me that she 
probably needed time to watch the tape again and confirm her 
accuracy or inaccuracy. That is something she probably wasn’t able 
to do at the time that you contacted her.  Wasn’t Karen out of town 
for the last month? Didn’t her mother die and isn’t her brother in a 
hospital and expected not to live after a horrendous car accident? 
Either way, seems like she is back and has confirmed the accuracy 
of the original article. 
* 
pismo20 says: 
05/29/2012 at 9:38 am 
News flash Dee, just because you say it or Adam says it does not 
make it true. Look at the video you never say $18,000. The video 
is on the city’s website. The staff report says CAPSLO is not yet 
sure of the cost and the cost in staff time is over $79,000. And you 
want CCN to retract because you say that is not what happened. 
Having a little trouble with reality Dee? You and Adam appear 
made for one another.  I suggest everyone reading Dee’s post check 
out the March CCN story and the video of the meeting and note 

 



 

her lack of ability to think critically and respond honestly. What in 
the world is she doing in a position of power over the homeless? 
And what are the issues with CASLO that it promotes such 
incompetence? 
* 
Scarlet says: 
05/29/2012 at 10:39 am 
Dee stop. Just stop. You are not doing yourself any favors. I only 
know of you from this article and even I am questioning your grasp 
on reality and ability to effectively lead this program. 
* 
Fhill123 says: 
05/29/2012 at 5:32 pm 
Yeah the truth hurts. Doesn’t it? 
* 
DeeTorres says: 
05/29/2012 at 7:38 am 
Before this turns into a crazy blog fest please read the actual letter 
which I wrote to Ms. Velie in response to her first inaccurate story 
wrote about the Prado Safe Parking Pilot Program. 
 
Ms Velie, 
For a little over a month I’ve been debating whether to respond to 
the inflammatory and dishonest manner in which your website 
covers many homeless issues and my role as homeless services 
director. After much thoughtful consideration I’ve decided that it is 
more important to tell the truth and run the very likely risk of being 
a target for more of more lies than to allow such lies and distortion 
to stand. Let me be clear: your article of March 22 “SLO Homeless 
plan facing legal battle,” is so insulting, biased and inaccurate, that 
I am demanding a retraction and an apology. 
 
You state in your article that I am a proponent “of the more 
aggressive ticketing” of homeless people camping in their vehicles. 
This is a lie. I made no such statement. I was asked by the City 

 



 

Council and city staff to explain the parameters of the pilot 
program. That is what I spoke about. 
You state that the pilot program would cost $80,000. This is untrue. 
It was made very clear at the meeting that at the very most the total 
cost predicted for CAPSLO to run the six month pilot program 
would be close to $18,000. Included in this $18,000 total is video 
monitoring equipment, portable toilet rental/cleaning, food/ bottled 
water for clients, and very minimal line staff to oversee the 
program. Contrary to what many of your readers have been led to 
believe as evidenced by their comments which are strewn around 
your site, I myself have not and will not receive 1 penny of income 
from this program. 
 
You refer to me as “the girlfriend” of Supervisor Adam Hill, which 
I find to be a demeaning characterization. I have been involved in 
homeless services in this community for close to 20 years. To 
minimize my role and add insinuations and suggestions about my 
personal life, is deplorable. 
 
You state that Supervisor “Hill asked the council not to heed public 
comments by members of the public who oppose Torres’ proposal 
because the issue of homelessness is too complicated for most lay 
people to understand.” This too is a lie. It does not even come 
close to approximating what Supervisor Hill said in his comments 
to the council. Furthermore, he was the first speaker in public 
comment, and no one opposed the pilot program. You have 
deliberately distorted this.  You then go on in the rest of your 
article characterizing the SLO PD and the City Council in more 
deliberately distorted ways, omitting all of the substance of the 
discussion in any manner that might cast them in a positive and 
thoughtful light.  It is sad that you would choose to focus your 
sensationalistic lens on a topic that is as complicated and important 
as the plight of homeless individuals in our community. I have no 
idea what your motives could be. What I do know is that your 
readers have been deceived and this needs to be rectified 

 



 

immediately.     Thank you in advance.  Dee Torres 
* 
Cindy says: 
05/29/2012 at 8:14 am 
What a crack up!  Dee (per the video), Adam Hill is saying exactly 
what CCN say’s that he said. He is telling the council how 
complicated this item is and how it is very difficult to understand 
what’s best for the homeless and that he simply agrees with the 
program as it is proposed and so should they, because he say’s so. 
He also is very aware that there is opposition and addresses it right 
here on this video. What I see here from you is the typical DENY, 
DENY, DENY. This is a common theme with people who don’t 
like being exposed, we’ve all heard it 1000 times before. While 
you deny the factual reporting of CCN, you have proved nothing 
that CCN wrote as being inaccurate. You might not like it but that 
doesn’t make it any less THE TRUTH. Do you see the $80K cost 
for the program taken right out of the staff report, dear? How is it 
that you’re not aware what your program will cost the taxpayers?  
By the way, the fact that Adam Hill is your boyfriend does matter, 
it goes to the credibility of the program that you propose. If you 
don’t want your relationship brought up, them don’t use YOUR 
BOYFRIEND to back up your plans where the spending of our tax 
$$ are concerned.  GROW UP DEE. 
* 
Paperboys  says: 
05/29/2012 at 12:58 pm 
Sorry Dee, but if you’re involved in a relationship with a man and 
you’re not married, he’s your boyfriend. It’s not a “demeaning 
characterization.” A demeaning characterization would be mistress, 
sex kitten, main squeeze, f*** buddy, or love bunny.  If you are not 
involved romantically, then you are due an apology but if you are, 
then boyfriend (or girlfriend) is accurate and not demeaning.  If the 
story IS full of lies and you’ve demanded a retraction and been 
refused, then you should sue for libel.  My advice to you is not to 
let stories that you believe to be inaccurate or outright lies stand. 

 



 

Stand up for yourself and answer these critics. Don’t let lies — 
either falsehoods or lies by omission or exaggeration — stand. 
Respond and defend yourself. This is a rare chance to do this. 
* 
Mr. Holly says: 
05/29/2012 at 6:47 am 
Oh! Dan Duvall where are you. How much easier and more 
efficient it would have been to assist Mr. Duvall at Sunny Acres. 
With the assistance of the county a makeshift RV park could be 
established at his location. CAPSLO and HSOC are considered by 
many to be the most expensive and least efficient of local 
government agencies. Why did Adam Hill step down from the 
chair of HSOC? That is an easy question to answer because they 
have done nothing for the homeless. Their biggest achievement is 
keeping many many government employees on the payroll. These 
2 programs for the most part is the fleecing of local taxpayers. 
There is a great need to assist the homeless and that is what needs 
to be done, not to assist government employees. 
* 
Inmyopinion says: 
05/29/2012 at 6:07 am 
Please let me be first, Oh, the continued deception and fleecing of 
the San Luis Obispo County Taxpayers. Its hard to live in these 
times with barley enough to get by on. Those that are living fat 
expect others to be able to have money, be ready for hard times. 
Sorry people that is not so for alot of those out there struggling to 
survive. Having lost their jobs from failing companies that were 
melted to the ground in this economy. All to be met with a 
reception of looking down their nose at you and scoffing at the fact 
you need help. Makes you want to crawl into a hole. And the 
people that promise to be advocates and defend the helpless and 
homeless ?? Our two “Advocates” in the article above have been 
connected in more ways than one for years and the alure of the 
taxpayers dime and expense account keeps them fighting for their 
positions and want more. And what of the carnage left behind ? 

 



 

Shame on them (the homeless) for being in the way. !! JMO Thewe 
two are a real piece of work. 
***************************************************** 
http://calcoastnews.com/2012/06/judge-sets-settlement-
conference-between-slo-and-homeless/ 
Judge sets settlement conference between  
SLO and homeless 
June 1, 2012 
 
By KAREN VELIE 
San Luis Obispo County Superior Court Judge Charles Crandall 
set a mandatory settlement conference for the end of June 
regarding claims the city of San Luis Obispo is unjustly ticketing 
homeless people who sleep in their cars.  In April, attorneys Saro 
Rizzo and Stew Jenkins filed the suit that accuses the city of San 
Luis Obispo and the chief of police of discrimination, harassment 
and the criminalization of homeless people.  At Thursdays hearing, 
Rizzo and Jenkins asked the court to issue a preliminary injunction 
to prohibit further ticketing of homeless persons living in their 
vehicles until the case is settled on the basis the enforcement is in 
breach of the state and federal constitutiions. In addition, they 
argued that the ticketing violates the state vehicle code.  The city’s 
Oakland based attorney firm of Burke Williams & Sorensen filed a 
demur asking that the court reject the case on the basis that city 
councils have the same power as the state legislature and that cities 
can impose rules prohibiting people from sleeping in their cars.  
After both sides argued their points, Judge Crandall ordered the 
settlement conference and  took the motions under submission. 
Crandall then urged the city to voluntarily refrain from issuing 
citations while a settlement is being discussed. 
 
COMMENTS 
MilesBerrett says: 
06/03/2012 at 7:11 pm 
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Hi there one of those homeless people that you folks demonize. I 
gather from the general banter on this website that there is a 
perception all the trouble makers are from out of town. Most of the 
tweekers and drunks who are at the the Mission Plaza are local 
grown. Folks from out of town just cruise right through this area 
due to the laws and the SLOPD making it clear that they are not 
welcome. But it I guess they all look the same to you. 
 
I am one of those from out of town cut off from my family and any 
support network. I would gladly leave this strange land but I am 
stuck here on probation. Sure I could run but the reality is I will be 
dragged back. I am currently going to school and actively looking 
for work. I don’t ask for hand outs on Higuara. I just collect cans 
or work temp jobs to pay for my probation expenses; and to sleep 
by the creek, hoping the cops don’t come by in the morning. 
 
There are a lot of people who just can’t or won’t work. But then 
there are a lot of us who gladly take any job that comes up. Making 
generalizations that all the homeless people are deadbeat drug 
addicts is the same thing as saying that the Jews were responsible 
for all of Germany’s problems in the 1930's.  There is no clear cut 
solution to the fact that homeless situation. It seems like the only 
solutions that Dee Torres and Adam Hill have to the homeless 
problem is to throw more money at it. CAPSLO makes a chunk of 
change at the taxpayers expense every time that somebody signs 
into the day center. That is what keeps Dee Torres employed. If 
there wasn’t a “homeless problem” she would be at the 
unemployment office. The mismanagement of the day center and 
shelter just creates a “Trail of Tallcans” between Prado and Orcutt 
and enables a lot of people to be comfortable with being homeless. 
Shelters and day centers don’t get people off the streets; people 
only get out of the gutters if they learn to help themselves.  I don’t 
have any real solutions just ideas like the rest of you. How about 
this one, a requirement stating that folks getting Disability and SSI 
must find a home. Coupled more affordable living for folks living 

 



 

on monthly checks. Or maybe bring back some of the return to 
work policies of the New Deal (Unemployment is at hovering 
around 8%). And really if you want to prevent at least 20% of 
crime shift more money to helping the mentally disabled. All I 
know is locking people up and ticketing them for money they don’t 
have is backwards thinking. It cost the taxpayer money to house 
and feed inmates so you might as well give them change on the 
streets. Honestly none of my ideas will completely eliminate 
poverty. It is and always will be an ongoing effort. 
* 
zaphod says: 
06/03/2012 at 11:18 pm 
one of those homeless people that -some of- you folks demonize. 
full employment should be a national policy . we bought tanks 
instead of trucks . sow the wind reap the whirlwind. 
* 
RU4Real says: 
06/04/2012 at 6:29 am 
Miles, you stated you were “stuck here” due to being on 
probation…Why are you on probation & what were you doing 
HERE that got you into trouble in the first place??? The answers to 
THOSE questions might help with a “solution” to the “out of the 
area transients”…I also gather that you are attending “school” 
(which is commendable) on the taxpayers dime…Should’nt your 
“place of origin” be held responsible for “assisting you” & not the 
taxpayers of SLO County??? Did YOU chose to cut yourself off 
from your family & “support system”…Was it something YOU did 
to cause the rift? If so, that’s pretty telling… 
* 
MilesBerrett says: 
06/04/2012 at 7:06 pm 
Well RU4Real I was expecting a response like that. Those 
solutions were for homeless people all over the country. I am stuck 
here over a fight that the other person started. I don’t know if the 
whole stand your ground thing means anything to you. And the 

 



 

school thing is on a loan that I will have to pay back. People that 
don’t pay the money that they owe back are just part of the 
problem. The hard working tax payers of SLO don’t have to worry 
about me…I can take care of myself. And about the whole family 
thing, I am a the “rugged individualist” type…So once again I can 
take care of myself. I sense the the local attitude through you 
words. I am sure that you don’t care but “localism” is just another 
word for xenophobia. There is a obvious sound of fear and hate in 
all your postings. If you are like most Americans these days you 
are one or two paychecks from sleeping under a bridge or in your 
car yourself. I sincerely hope that will be the case for you and your 
family. But If that did happen I am sure you will be in the same 
boat as me. I don’t want a handout, I just want a chance to work 
and contribute to this society. 
* 
RU4Real  says: 
06/05/2012 at 6:10 am 
Miles, you seem sincere regarding your efforts to find a job & 
hopefully a more productive life…Good luck with your 
endeavors…It’s tough out there, we’re in the worst economy we’ve 
ever had. This is even worse than what my Father told me about 
the “Great Depression”… 
* 
Slowerfaster says: 
06/07/2012 at 3:33 pm 
Just imagine what it would be like if we didn’t have Social 
Security, Medicare, and what’s left of a shredded safety net!   
Republicans are the problem. Republicans are the enemy ! 
* 
Obispan says: 
06/02/2012 at 10:10 am 
Sounds like the judge has already made his decision. Screw Prado 
Road, I’ll bet the whole show moves downtown! Isn’t living near 
where you “work” encouraged? 
* 

 



 

willieslo says: 
06/03/2012 at 1:01 am 
“Crandall then urged the city to voluntarily refrain from issuing 
citations while a settlement is being discussed.:” 
Obispan:  Sounds like the judge has already made his decision. 
I saw the same thing. It is NOT the judges’s place to motion a stay 
of action! 
* 
Kwake says: 
06/02/2012 at 9:42 am 
SLO should give everyone of these people gas money to get out of 
town. Save us all a bunch of trouble.It is illegal for me to sleep in 
my car. I can not do it. so why can they? The city has to enforce 
the laws no matter who it is.  oh wait.. im homeless so laws do not 
apply to me? thats junk.  San luis Obispo has become over run with 
bums. Drunk drugged out walking down the middle of the streets.. 
I saw one fall down drunk right into the road the other day.. get 
them out of town.  Did you know the police round up the vagrants 
before farmers market every week so our city will look better? this 
happens every week.. 
* 
Slowerfaster says: 
06/02/2012 at 8:25 pm 
Better yet, I would contribute to an “ANTI-FASCIST FUND”.  
There are WAY TOO MANY Fascists running around here 
…breathing our air and using societies resources while only taking 
or STEALING, and just wasting space.  They will be re-located to 
tropical paradises like Montserrat, Rakata and Santorini. Those less 
disposed to heat will be settled on Jan Mayen Island. The Fascists 
can then engage in typical commerce with each other, and can kill 
their fellow islanders at pleasure and convenience….leaving the 
rest of us to build and enjoy civilization.  Good plan, Eh ? 
* 
RU4Real says: 
06/02/2012 at 7:56 am 

 



 

OMG! I can’t believe that SLO has hired Burke Williams & 
Sorenson to represent the City…I’m sure that SLO is VERY aware 
of all the damage BWS (especially Julie Biggs) caused for the 
folks in Los Osos…Just ask the “Taxpayer Watch” folks about 
HER track record…As for the homeless, Law Enforcement needs 
to step up enforcement of ALL the laws these derelicts are 
breaking…Clean up the streets for the rest of us… 
* 
Cheseburger says: 
06/01/2012 at 7:04 pm 
“and that cities can impose rules prohibiting people from sleeping 
in their cars.”  Well Karen heard you on the radio, my hat and 
kudos are off to you again, had to get the ball rolling everybody is 
afraid of what they don’t know enough about. Great article these 
are the people who need help worst than the pelicans being 
chopped by the bullie seals at port san luis.  Why can’t the city 
annex and donate a self productive camp ground! Makes sense to 
me or wait with a shotgun, until they crawl in your 
window!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
* 
Cheseburger says: 
06/01/2012 at 7:26 pm 
“Crandall then urged the city to voluntarily refrain from issuing 
citations while a settlement is being discussed.”  Alas a judge with 
a sense of compassion! Well done your honor 
Crandall!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  Anybody else 
give a dam either way, I like it way out on a limb, okay which side 
do I put the chain saw on again. 
***************************************************** 
http://calcoastnews.com/2012/07/slo-attorney-refers-to-judges-
ruling-as-judicial-misinterpretation/ 
 
Dietrick slams judge’s ruling  
as judicial misinterpretation 
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July 9, 2012 
 
By KAREN VELIE 
Frustrated by a judge’s ruling that bars San Luis Obispo police 
from ticketing homeless people sleeping in their vehicles, the city 
council Tuesday will consider an emergency ordinance seeking a 
way to continue the practice. City Attorney Christine Dietrick 
called San Luis Obispo County Superior Court Judge Charles 
Crandall’s decision “judicial misinterpretation.”  The city attorney 
is recommending council adoption of an emergency ordinance 
adding to the health, safety and welfare section of the city’s 
municipal code, which would specifically allow police to 
immediately restart its program of ticketing sleeping homeless.  To 
a clause in the present ordinance that reads, “Existing and new 
structures should reflect adopted safety standards,” Dietrick wants 
to add new language in order “to prevent the immediate threats to 
the public health, safety, and welfare associated with the conduct 
of living in vehicles in unsuitable areas within the city, including 
on local public streets.” 
 
Dietrick has not yet produced a staff report or draft ordinance for 
public review. Instead, Dietrick says she will make the staff report 
and draft ordinance available prior to Tuesday’s meeting.  In April, 
local attorneys Saro Rizzo and Stew Jenkins filed a lawsuit 
accusing the city of San Luis Obispo and the chief of police of 
discrimination, harassment and the criminalization of homeless 
people because of its January-enacted plan to ticket homeless using 
a 30-year-old development ordinance prohibiting people from 
living in vehicles on private property.  Rizzo and Jenkins also 
noted that a vehicle code ordinance implemented by Santa Barbara 
that prohibits people from sleeping in their cars and RVs on city 
streets was deemed illegal by an appellate court because of 
insufficient signage. In San Luis Obispo, there is no signage 
prohibiting people from sleeping in vehicles. 
 

 



 

In May, Judge Crandall took motions from both the city and the 
attorneys for the homeless residents under submission, and urged 
the city to voluntarily refrain from issuing citations while the issue 
was under discussion. The city elected instead to ramp up its late 
night raids.  Last week, Crandall granted Jenkins and Rizzo a 
preliminary injunction that prohibits police from ticketing 
homeless who sleep in their vehicles until the end of the trial 
noting the city’s unconstitutional treatment of the homeless.  “In 
addition to using an enforcement strategy that appears to be 
singling out poor and homeless people for harsher treatment, the 
court is very uneasy with the specific manner in which the police 
have apparently been enforcing Standard 015 and issuing criminal 
citations,” Crandall said. “These methods include but are not 
limited to, the use of late-night police forays needlessly utilizing 
flashing lights, blaring horns, intimidation, threats and other scare 
tactics.” 
 
COMMENTS 
The comments below represent the opinion of the writer and do not 
represent the views or policies of CalCoastNews.com. We 
encourage civil, engaged on-topic conversation as if you were in a 
crowded cafe. Please No ad hominem attacks, repeat comments, 
off-topic rants, personal attacks, flogging dead livestock, hateful 
language, noise or spam. 
(moderator@calcoastnews.com Comment Guidelines ) 
 
leatherpink says: 
07/19/2012 at 8:29 am 
The City voted to reinstate the ordinance and they did for the 
safety and wealthware of our town. I am glad that our City attorney 
acted right away to stop anyone (not just homeless) who sleeps in 
their vehicle because the City is not equipped to house 
motorhomes or people living in their cars or motorcycles or 
campers and etc. With no ordiance that means the City is 
responsible and could be held liable if anyting happens to anyone 

 



 

living in their vehicles, so I support the ordiance 100% 
 
>>this comment in the article is not true …..“These methods 
include but are not limited to, the use of late-night police forays 
needlessly utilizing flashing lights, blaring horns, intimidation, 
threats and other scare tactics.”…. (the police do not blare their 
horns and use scare tactics or intimidate, they respond to dispatch 
calls on complaint of people living in their vehicles, not 
specifically targeting homeless people but anyone in their vehicle 
sleeping or drinking or smoking pot or doing odd things around 
their vehicle for example.) 
 
(Author’s Note: that’s just sad that the gypsyTravellers’ reality is 
denied by someone who has NEVER and would  never sleep in an 
RV or schoolbus)   
* 
MaryMalone  says: 
07/11/2012 at 2:16 pm 
QUOTING THE ARTICLE: 
Dietrick has not yet produced a staff report or draft ordinance for 
public review. Instead, Dietrick says she will make the staff report 
and draft ordinance available prior to Tuesday’s meeting. 
According to the Brown Act, Dietrich would have to make it public 
(maybe by including it in the meeting packet) by COBD Thursday, 
no? 
* 
Ted Slanders says: 
07/10/2012 at 4:17 pm 
Hey, Christine Dietrick, before Jesus, why don’t you try and 
misinterpret these inspired passages from our Christian Bible?!  
Jesus said; “All they asked was that we should continue to 
remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to do.” Galatians 
2:10  Jesus said: “Speak up for those who cannot speak for 
themselves. Protect the rights of all who are helpless.” ( Proverbs 
31:8)  “For there will never cease to be poor in the land. Therefore 

 



 

I command you, ‘You shall open wide your hand to your brother, 
to the needy and to the poor, in your land.’ (Deuteronomy 15:11)  
If you presume to be a Christian, you are no longer a member of 
our faith. Your type make Jesus and I sick, all the time going after 
the poor of SLO town, and without lending a hand, other than to 
slap them down again! Besides being a second class woman, as 
blatantly described within the scriptures, you’ll certainly meet a 
fiery death upon your demise for taking your ungodly position that 
you have!  Furthermore, what the hell are you doing being a 
woman and conducting yourself as the city attorney, therefore, 
holding the authority over the man? “Let the women learn is 
silence with all subjection. But I suffer not a woman to teach, NOT 
TO USURP THE AUTHORITY OVER THE MAN, but to be in 
silence!” (Timothy 2:11-12) Barring the fact that you’re not 
SILENT, you’re overstepping your grounds in a biblical way. You 
can be assured that our ever loving and forgiving Jesus will be 
holding the hottest place in Hell for you upon your demise. Praise 
Jesus’ revenge! 
* 
Dante0182  says: 
07/09/2012 at 10:54 pm 
Was this another poor recommendation to the City Council and 
staff by the City Attorney? Dietrick was out-lawyered by Rizzo 
and Jenkins. It appears the only way she can protect her ego is by 
slamming the judge. Maybe the city needs to hire either Rizzo or 
Jenkins as the city attorney. 
* 
ApathyWillKillYou says: 
07/09/2012 at 3:31 pm 
I do not believe it is the City Attorney or the SLO police who 
obviously are hell bent on harassing the homeless.  They do not act 
on their own and carry out their own agenda.  They are directed by 
the CITY COUNCIL and the CITY MANAGER.  And that is who 
is responsible for the war on the homeless in SLO. 
* 

 



 

Shelworth says: 
07/09/2012 at 3:30 pm 
It’s so simple, just make it illegal to be poor and homeless. That 
way everyone will have money and a home. Or else! 
* 
Sojourner of Truth says: 
07/09/2012 at 3:13 pm 
You can read Dietrick’s employment agreement here:  
http://www.slocity.org/humanresources/download/CityAttyContrac
t.pdf.She makes a base salary of $155,000 a year, plus benefits. 
Maybe if she took a small cut in her salary to help pay for a 
homeless shelter, there would be no need to issue parking tickets to 
people with no money to pay them. But then how could she justify 
her salary? 
* 
JackR says: 
07/09/2012 at 4:34 pm 
And how much of your salary do you give to the homeless? 
* 
Fhill123 says: 
07/09/2012 at 5:10 pm 
In short, way overpaid. 
* 
Pasowino says: 
07/09/2012 at 8:48 pm 
Why does everyone think that because someone happens to make 
more money than they do, they are overpaid? I don’t know Ms. 
Dietrick, but I do know that she spent 7-10 years in 
college/graduate school, passed the California bar exam, and could 
probably make $250,000 per year or more in the private sector. 
Therefore, I’d say her salary is about where it ought to be. Granted, 
she certainly makes more than I do, but I spent 7-10 years in 
college and studied at a different bar (if you know what I mean). :) 
* 
Kettle says: 
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07/09/2012 at 9:39 pm 
“and studied at a different bar (if you know what I mean)” 
* 
MaryMalone says: 
07/11/2012 at 2:22 pm 
I think many people believe a city’s attorney should be 
representing the best interests of the city’s residents. In that, she 
sucks, and would be getting paid about $154,000 too much. 
However, the city attorney’s real job is to protect the city, its 
managers, council members, and their decisions.  In that, she’s a 
lot better and certainly is much cheaper than some attorneys. 
* 
Dante0182 says: 
07/09/2012 at 10:59 pm 
There is no problem with people making a salary based on their 
qualifications. The City Council needs to reconsider Dietrick’s 
performance. Rizzo and Jenkins made convincing legal arguments 
to the Judge and the first thing Dietrick does is to insult the Judge. 
In short, Rizzo and Jenkins did a better job doing their legal work 
and Dietrick is crying like a baby because she lost. 
* 
Robert1 says: 
07/10/2012 at 9:21 am 
Did they do a better job? Or is the judge a dunce? 
* 
Dante0182 says: 
07/10/2012 at 10:39 pm 
One thing is for certain: Dietrick, as an attorney, is a dunce for 
publicly condemning the judge. She has done a disservice to her 
client. 
* 
MaryMalone says: 
07/11/2012 at 2:27 pm 
I agree, Dante. 
I get the impression Dietrick was sand-bagged—she wasn’t 

 



 

expecting that decision from the judge. Clearly, it is never a good 
idea for a city attorney to insult judges. In the power differential 
between Dietrick and a judge, the judge has far more power. 
Throughout her career at SLOCity, she will need the goodwill of 
the judges. Otherwise, her job–and her life–becomes far more 
difficult. She got one insult in to the judge–but he has the power to 
pay her back every time the city seeks judicial help. 
* 
As the world turns says: 
07/11/2012 at 5:42 pm 
And, judges talk to each other. If she publicly bad-mouths one 
judge when disagreeing with a decision, there’s a good chance she 
will publicly bad mouth other judges.  I love the quote: Who is the 
judge? The judge is God. Why is he God? Because he decides 
whether I win or lose, not my opponent. 
* 
Fhill123  says: 
07/09/2012 at 2:46 pm 
As the City Attorney is appointed by the City Council, are they 
disappointed enough to rescind her appointment? 
* 
R.Hodin  says: 
07/10/2012 at 11:01 pm 
Are you kidding? They worship the ground she walks on. When 
she says “Jump!” they respond “How high?” 
* 
Slowerfaster says: 
07/11/2012 at 1:23 am 
She has certain city pols scared. Why? I don’t know. Could be a 
vicious fox-devil .  All I know is that the worst people in any 
society are those that pick on the people that are already down on 
their luck. Dietrick has not been looking for solutions…she’s been 
looking for a fight. 
* 
As the world turns says: 

 



 

07/11/2012 at 5:45 pm 
Sounds like a traditional “old school” attorney. SLO needs an 
attorney who does not have a “fight at all cost attitude”. Where did 
she go to law school? 
* 
MaryMalone says: 
07/11/2012 at 2:29 pm 
She does the council’s bidding, and as long as she does that, they 
won’t get rid of her….unless she makes a really big mistake. I 
don’t know if insulting a judge is a “big mistake” as far as the SLO 
City Council is concerned, but I certainly think it is a big mistake 
that will have repercussions for Dietrick and SLO City. 
* 
Bobfromsanluis says: 
07/09/2012 at 2:44 pm 
It certainly seems to me that the judge was basically saying for the 
city to rewrite their ordinance in order for it to be within a 
Constitutional framework; apparently Ms. Dietrick thought she had 
done that and that is why she is upset at the judge. Too bad since 
the judge is “doing his job”, perhaps Ms. Dietrick should focus on 
doing hers and come up with a solution that not only addresses the 
problems of the homeless parking and camping on public streets, 
but does so in a manner that does not trample on their 
Constitutional rights and does not require that they pay such a huge 
percentage of their meager income in order to qualify for the 
program to get into a house or apartment.  Ms. Dietrick, please 
settle down and do what is required of you, earn your very 
generous wage and serve the people of San Luis Obispo. 
* 
Dante0182 says: 
07/09/2012 at 11:02 pm 
Well said. 
* 
R.Hodin  says: 
07/10/2012 at 11:09 pm 

 



 

I don’t believe that she was involved in crafting the law that was 
being challenged. She had the unpleasant task of defending the 
unconstitutional enforcement of a zoning law. So of course she 
knew she would lose and look like a fool, so she’s doing what’s 
understandable — fight back, even though it makes her look even 
more foolish.  If she was worth her salt, she would have advised 
the council against police enforcement of the zoning ordinance in 
the first place, and would have suggested a legal and ethical 
solution.  She did neither. 
* 
MaryMalone says: 
07/11/2012 at 2:35 pm 
QUOTING R.HODIN: 
If she was worth her salt, she would have advised the council 
against police enforcement of the zoning ordinance in the first 
place, and would have suggested a legal and ethical solution. We 
don’t know what she advised the City Council, if anything, about 
how SLO City residents who live in transportable housing are 
treated. There is a lot that goes on behind closed doors, and not just 
in closed session. This is how it goes: the city council comes up 
with a plan or policy, runs it by the city attorney, the city attorney 
opines on it, then the city council does what it wants to do. 
* 
MaryMalone says: 
07/11/2012 at 2:32 pm 
Dietrick isn’t in place to serve the people of SLO City. She is there 
to serve the city council, management, and sometimes workers.  
Those who have transportable homes are residents of SLO City, 
too. Dietrick certainly is not serving them.  I agree with your 
admonition to her to “settle down.” She’s creating unnecessary 
problems for herself and for the city. 
* 
SLOBIRD says: 
07/09/2012 at 2:09 pm 
If you look at Christine’s picture she sure looks like Christine 

 



 

Mullholland and if you look at her dislike of homeless I say it may 
run in the gene pool. Maybe it is just in the name “Christine” but 
these people need to help solve the homeless issues but abuse the 
homeless. I am fully aware there are big problems with matter, but 
mistreating these people is not the solution. Why can’t we see what 
has worked in Santa Barbara and what has not and start there. 
Whoever is leading this cause at the City is certainly not helping 
the cause. Taking 5 people off the street at the cost of $80,000 is 
not a long term solution. Certainly we can do better and where is 
the Council and Mayor on this issue, burying their heads in the 
sand. Elections are coming!!!! 
* 
Fhill123 says: 
07/09/2012 at 2:00 pm 
Isn’t this the same attorney who screwed up the case against the 
firefighter? Her energies seem very misdirected. 
* 
Dexter says: 
07/09/2012 at 1:35 pm 
Whoa !!!  I agree with the the posters. Dietrick was foolish to slap 
the Judge with such language. It never pays to dishonor … “your 
honor.”  Maybe she should save that type of disrespect for the 
Judge who she may have to stand in front of, in the event that she 
is brought up on charges related to the cover up concerning the haz 
mat spill at the City Corp Yard.  Lets see how much she like to pop 
off in that type of situation. Can you just imagine her getting led 
off in cuffs and screaming “this is a judicial misinterprtation” 
* 
Slowerfaster  says: 
07/09/2012 at 12:44 pm 
Judicial misrepresentation? How more convoluted could it have 
been stated ? This leads me to seriously question Dietrick’s legal 
qualifications. Where did she get her law degree ? Oral Roberts , 
Liberty, Regent?  She has done everything to alienate the judicial 
process and escalate tensions. Look how it is reported here: Judge 

 



 

Crandall in May was very diplomatic in not immediately issuing a 
direct order, but requested the city to relax while the issue was 
being looked at.  Instead, she basically flipped off Judge Crandall 
by intensifying ticketing.  Now, she apparently thinks she can just 
go around and ignore a ruling.  Perhaps Attorneys Rizzo and 
Jenkins now have a case for probable cause for a lawsuit against 
this individual, as these acts of harrassment could be determined to 
be malicious, punitive, and just plain mean. 
* 
Sloslo says: 
07/09/2012 at 11:50 am 
It is obvious that Dietrick has no respect for judicial process. Sorry, 
but you can’t always get what you want – sometimes you lose in 
court and you just have to suck it up! It is ridiculous that she feels 
that an “emergency ordinance” to “immediately restart” the 
ticketing program. People were sleeping in their cars for years and 
there were no problems, but now the sky is falling and the world 
will end unless we stop these evil car sleepers! 
* 
hijinks  says: 
07/09/2012 at 11:23 am 
As others have pointed out, this attorney seems not too bright. 
Antagonize the judge, not once, but now twice! Geez, what’s she 
think she’s doing?  Also, there’s the Brown Act, which requires 
proper notification of items on the council agenda. Dietrick has no 
ordinance to show the public or press at the end of the week. But 
“Dietrick says she will make the staff report and draft ordinance 
available prior to Tuesday’s meeting.” Uh, huh. That violates the 
72-hours notice rule. Sorry, Dietrick, but this is an “emergency” 
only in your own mind — you can’t recast ordinary daily business 
as an “emergency”, especially when the only conceivable 
emergency is a judge’s injunction against you for doing exactly 
what you propose to do under your “emergency” ordinance! How 
deep is she going to dig herself and the city into this hole? 
Apparently fairness, doing the right thing, and public process are 

 



 

all damned at slocityhall, only thing that counts is making the 
bidness community happy.  By the way, despite all the publicity a 
few months back about the good city administrative types giving 
up pay and car allowances, she kept hers. That was right in the fine 
print none of our sterling local reporters bothered to read when 
they repeated Katie Lichtig’s flatulent press release about 
administrative pay cuts (nonexistent) and giving up car allowances. 
Lie lie lie lie lie lie lie lie lie lie lie lie lie — you know the tune. 
Now, can we all just shut up and get back to being happy in the 
happiest place on earth? 
* 
Jorge Estrada says: 
07/09/2012 at 10:57 am 
I was told by a gent who does not park and sleep in his RV in Santa 
Barbara because, there, it is a $500 ticket. The unintended 
consequences of anything goes may include a new class of 
immigrants to San Luis Obispo County having little to do with 
dogs and cats, simply put, affordable city streets and better yet, 
new local taxes for the needed public restrooms. 
* 
pismo20   says: 
07/09/2012 at 11:06 am 
Sorry Jorge, but the $500 cost is here and Santa Barbara only fines 
about $50. Santa Barbara has over 100 parking spots for homeless 
to park at night and they do not make them give up 70 percent of 
their income. 
* 
kayaknut says: 
07/09/2012 at 1:34 pm 
Possibly because of those in charge in Santa Barbara, none of them 
have a girlfriend, boyfriend, wife, sigificant other, or other term, 
wanting the power or needing the position. 
* 
Scarlet says: 
07/09/2012 at 10:53 am 

 



 

Won’t Dietrick have to appear before Judge Crandall as this case 
proceeds? Will she be telling him in court that he simply didn’t 
understand? I wonder how he’ll feel about this end-run around his 
ruling.  Way to go! Piss off the guy who holds your fate in his 
hands. 
* 
SLOBIRD says: 
07/09/2012 at 10:50 am 
And this is what we gave her a raise for. Between citing people for 
their front yard garbage cans, not feeding the ducks, and not 
sleeping in their vehicles, you are really showing the Council what 
a fantastic do something lawyer you are. Go get a job in the real 
world and we citizens will remember this come election time and 
certainly when you come back and ask for the continued sales tax. 
This is how you are spending our tax dollars, so big of you, Sleeze 
bags! 
* 
BeenThereDoneThat  says: 
07/09/2012 at 10:11 am 
Christine, do you also kick cats and dogs and slap babies? For the 
hard on you have for the homeless I have to wonder.  
***************************************************** 
http://calcoastnews.com/2012/07/judge-delays-reinstating-
homeless-ticketing-ban/ 
 
Judge delays reinstating homeless ticketing ban 
July 26, 2012 
 
By KAREN VELIE 
A San Luis Obispo County Superior Court judge said Wednesday 
that he would hold off making a decision on whether to grant 
another preliminary injunction barring police from ticketing 
homeless who sleep in their vehicles until after a mediation 
scheduled for August 2.  In April, attorneys Saro Rizzo and Stew 
Jenkins filed a lawsuit against the city of San Luis Obispo and the 
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chief of police for implementing an aggressive ticketing campaign 
that they contend discriminates against homeless people. 
 
Earlier this month, Judge Charles Crandall temporarily banned 
police from ticketing the homeless because the law the city was 
using to bar sleeping in cars referred to private property and not 
public streets. Crandall also noted that the city’s enforcement 
strategy was unconstitutional because it appeared to single out 
poor and homeless people for harsher treatment.  The city council 
then “overruled” Crandall, rewrote the ordinance and placed it in a 
health and safety code section in an attempt to continue to prohibit 
homeless from sleeping in their cars. Enforcement of the new 
ordinance is slated to begin on Aug. 9.  At Wednesday’s hearing, 
Rizzo asked the court to grant a temporary injunction banning 
enforcement  of the new ordinance.  “Our clients need the peace of 
mind that nothing will hamper the facilitation of a meaningful 
mediation,” Rizzo said. “If you sign the injunction, you can always 
vacate.” 
City attorney Christine Dietrick argued that Crandall should 
consider the city council’s new ordinance while making his 
decision.  Crandall agreed to hold off on signing the injunction 
until after mediation while noting his dislike of temporary 
restraining orders.  “I hope nothing will happen during the 
mediation process,” Crandall said. “It is the big elephant in the 
room.”  Both Rizzo and Jenkins said they would feel compelled to 
bring their request back in front of the judge if the city starts 
ticketing homeless before the mediation process is completed.  
Crandall asked both sides to enter negotiations with open minds 
and reminded them of the secrecy of the mediation process.  “I 
want both sides to express ideas,” Crandall said. “I do not want to 
hear a word. If it doesn’t work, it doesn’t work.” 
 
COMMENTS 
msminiver says: 
07/26/2012 at 7:32 pm 

 



 

Sounds to me like Judge Crandal is giving the City plenty of rope 
to hang itself! Let’s see, selective enforcement practices that single 
out a given sector of the population of San Luis Obispo. Sounds 
like a federal civil liberties issue. Couple that with protected 
property rights issues and protected Constitutional matters related 
to one’s domicile sounds like a cool million dollars per plaintiff in 
punitive damages. The City new the plaintiffs conduct was 
protected, advised to stop infringing upon the plaintiffs rights, then 
the City reinvents a way to circumvent a Judge’s order. Sounds like 
the City knows they are wrong, yet they continue with this 
abhorrent behavior with Second Red Scare tactics. Unbelievable 
and how much do we pay these people to create significant liability 
for us taxpayers? 
* 
MaryMalone  says: 
07/26/2012 at 7:23 am 
I bet big-mouth Christine Dietrick is wondering what impact her 
ridiculous criticism of Judge Crandall has had on this current 
decision. 
* 
photocal    says: 
07/26/2012 at 9:58 pm 
Good thought Mary…………………… Thanks ! 
* 
Dante0182 says: 
07/28/2012 at 9:40 am 
MaryMalone, Dietrick did an absolute disservice to her client by 
publicly criticizing a judge’s decision. An officer of the court loses 
the full ability to criticize the court. It seems like Dietrick should 
be reported to the State Bar for her actions. Let the State Bar 
determine whether she violated Code of Conduct and should be 
sanctioned.  The citizens of SLO need to start asking the City 
Council why their employees are not acting in the best interest of 
the city. 
***************************************************** 

 



 

http://calcoastnews.com/2012/08/slo-homeless-win-ticketing-
battle/ 
SLO homeless win big in ticketing battle 
August 10, 2012 
 
By KAREN VELIE 
San Luis Obispo City Council agreed Thursday to dismiss all 
tickets given this year to homeless residents for sleeping in their 
vehicles.  In April, attorneys Saro Rizzo and Stew Jenkins filed a 
lawsuit accusing the city of San Luis Obispo and its chief of police 
of discrimination, harassment and the criminalization of homeless 
people because of what they called unconstitutional enforcement of 
a camping ordinance. During their late night raids, police officers 
would bang on the tops of vehicles, run sirens and flash lights 
before handing out tickets costing up to $500 each.  In July, San 
Luis Obispo Superior Court Judge Charles Crandall said the 
ordinance the city was using to ticket the homeless was 
unconstitutional, and did not apply to city streets. Crandall then  
placed a temporary ban on the ticketing.  The city council 
responded by adopting an emergency ordinance that would allow 
police to ticket homeless sleeping in their vehicles in an attempt to 
“overrule” the judge’s ban on the late night raids.  As part of 
Thursday’s settlement agreement, the city is restricted from 
applying the emergency ordinance unless “there is an articulable 
threat to public health and safety.” The city is also required to 
enforce the ordinance through public information, education and 
warnings. As of December 31, the new emergency ordinance is to 
be eliminated, according to the settlement.  The city is then 
permitted to enact a parking ordinance that could ban sleeping 
overnight in vehicles on public streets. However, the city will be 
required to follow California’s Vehicle Code signage requirements, 
according to the settlement agreement.  Rizzo and Jenkins agreed 
to forgo a fee multiplier that would have permitted them to 
increase their rates because of laws supporting attorneys who work 
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with the poor. According to the agreement, Rizzo and Jenkins can 
apply for attorney’s fees through the courts.  Nevertheless, in a 
press release the city said it “firmly disputes the plaintiffs’ rights to 
attorneys’ fees and retains the right to oppose the motion.”   Even 
though the city agreed to stop the late night raids and expunge the 
tickets, city officials deny that any of their actions were illegal.  
“While the city still firmly believes that its ordinances and actions 
are legally valid and appropriate, the city made a financial decision 
to direct its resources and focus away from litigation and towards 
policies and services that positively impact members of the 
community affected by homelessness,” the press release says. 
 
COMMENTS 
The Gimlet Eye 
says: 
08/27/2012 at 10:28 am 
cities are actually making it illegal to be homeless 
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/2012-06-10/cities-
crack-down-on-homeless/55479912/1 
* 
smartmouth says: 
08/17/2012 at 10:46 am 
Great job, Saro and Stew! 
* 
JB Bronson says: 
08/15/2012 at 3:09 pm 
I wonder how much it cost, to end up where we started? 
* 
Ted Slanders says: 
08/13/2012 at 10:49 am 
Not only do the homeless win big, but the inherent teachings of the 
bible really wins at the expense of the hypocritical Christians that 
speak against the poor and impoverished in any way, praise!  “For 
there will never cease to be poor in the land. Therefore I command 
you, ‘You shall open wide your hand to your brother, to the needy 
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and to the poor, in your land.” (Deuteronomy 15:11) 
* 
Obispan says: 
08/11/2012 at 10:28 am 
This is an important decision. Without it we would be at a 
disadvantage in competing with Eugene, Arcata, Berkeley, San 
Francisco, Santa Cruz, Santa Barbara and Santa Monica for the 
homeless. 
* 
The Gimlet Eye says: 
08/11/2012 at 2:44 pm 
Maybe so, but the list of cities where vagrancy is increasing would 
be too long to list here. There are Obamavilles ALL OVER THE 
PLACE!  This problem is much bigger than what is being 
discussed here. It is a deliberately engineered economic collapse 
perpetrated by criminal bankers and their thieving cousins in the 
government. Take a look at an ominous trend:  More than 100 
million Americans are on at least one welfare program, and that 
number does not include Social Security and Medicare.  End of the 
American Dream 2012 Aug 8 
http://endoftheamericandream.com/archives/more-than-100-
million-americans-are-on-welfare 
* 
The Gimlet Eye says: 
08/11/2012 at 2:47 pm 
Nothing good comes from government:  The federal government 
pours over half-a-trillion dollars per year into welfare programs; 
yet the poverty rate remains unaffected. [That's because 
government programs focus on making poverty comfortable 
instead of providing tools to escape it. Governments seldom solve 
problems. The more money they throw at a problem, the worse it 
gets.] 
CNS News posted 2012 Aug 8 
http://cnsnews.com/news/article/study-more-half-trillion-dollars-
spent-welfare-poverty-levels-unaffected 
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* 
Hijinks says: 
08/14/2012 at 11:06 am 
“Nothing good comes from government.” Oh goodie, let’s shut 
down the national defense, let’s stop building roads and highways, 
let’s shutter our fire and police departments, let’s let the sewage 
plants rust away and overflow, let’s plug up our water supply lines, 
and above all, let’s shut down that biggest waste of all, the search 
for cures for dreaded diseases. Think of all the taxes we will not 
have to pay. Troll! 
* 
The Gimlet Eye 
says: 
08/15/2012 at 9:26 pm 
The only troll here is you. Your muddle-headed thinking is the 
perfect example of how we have gotten into this fine mess. Let’s 
pay higher taxes! That will get us “better government.” Let’s 
increase the size of the Military-Industrial Complex! That will 
make us feel “safer.” Let’s start another war! That will show those 
filthy bums and increase the size of our empire (the US should be 
running the entire planet anyhow).  Let’s socialize 
EVERYTHING! No more capitalism, no more private enterprise, 
no more private property! Vive la Revolution!  That will show the 
stupid individualists who don’t give a damn about their neighbors 
or the poor!  I say, once again, whether you like it or not, 
NOTHING GOOD COMES FROM GOVERNMENT! 
* 
Obispan  says: 
08/12/2012 at 5:02 pm 
Yes, it’s all Obama’s fault. There is no cause or origin of the 
problem prior to January 20, 2009. Obama is also responsible for 
the Iraq war, the deregulated Wall Street casino, and AIDS (he’s 
African you know). 
* 
Ted Slanders  says: 

 



 

08/13/2012 at 12:47 pm 
obispan, 
You forgot that Obama is also responsible for the Afganistan war, 
the unemployment figures we have now, even though the 
Republicans HAVE NOT brought forth any legislation in this area, 
and have blocked any voting for job bills as well.  Lest we forget, 
Obama is just responsible for the entire financial crisis, period! 
Who cares if “W” inherited a 500 billion surplus, and left us with a 
3 TRILLION DOLLAR DEBT! 
* 
Obispan says: 
08/13/2012 at 8:24 pm 
Bush cut taxes on people who are not “job creators” but job 
exporters and ran the debt (the Iraq war will cost 15 billion with 
“benefits”) through the roof deliberately, he admitted as much. I’d 
like a much more fiscally conservative president, but if it’s Obama 
or the neo-cons who want to rule the world and destroy the middle 
class (US to=Brazil or Mexico, lots of wealth, very well 
concentrated) I have to vote for Obama. Ryan will provide a short-
term boost but in the end the Republican party is held hostage by 
religious extremists and fiscal hypocrites. Ryan’s money is nearly 
all from government contracts, a la Ross Perot. 
* 
Obispan says: 
08/13/2012 at 10:20 pm 
Excuse me, 3 TRILLION, latest estimate. 
* 
The Gimlet Eye says: 
08/14/2012 at 9:18 am 
Ted, there is some truth in what you say, but there are still greater 
truths which supercede it. BOTH major parties have sold us down 
the river.  I can understand why you (and most people) would be 
unwilling to accept this idea; it is psychologically very unsettling, 
to say the least. After all, if there is no substantive difference 
between the two major parties, then what basis is there for 

 



 

democracy? Why bother to vote? From there, it is a short step to 
admitting that we live in a DICTATORSHIP.  Therefore, so the 
reasoning goes, since democracy is the essence of our political 
system, there MUST BE substantive differences between the two 
major parties.  But is this really how things are?  Or, is this a 
psychologically comforting fiction which must be protected and 
maintained at all costs? 
* 
The Gimlet Eye says: 
09/15/2012 at 1:14 pm 
Michael Hayden, former director of the CIA and NSA during the 
George W. Bush administration, says that Obama’s policies in the 
so-called war on terrorism are essentially the same as those of 
George W. Bush – with one exception. Instead of torturing 
prisoners, now we just kill them. [He added: "I have no moral 
objection to that." Hayden is an advisor to Mitt Romney who we 
can be sure will continue these same policies.] Wired 2012 Sep 10 
http://www.wired.com/threatlevel/2012/09/bush-obama-war-on-
terror/ 
* 
Pismo20 says: 
08/10/2012 at 11:22 am 
The city appears to have lost all except they save face and admit no 
wrong and the homeless cannot come back and sue the city for its 
unconstitutional acts.  Why didn’t the city just vote in an overnight 
parking ordinance instead of trying to circumvent state law. When 
this is all said and done the incompetence of the city’s attorney’s 
office is going to cost the tax payers a pretty penny. I know of no 
other city the size of SLO that has four full time employees in its 
legal department. And still they agreed to spend an extra $100,000 
on outside attorneys to prove they were right. I bet this cost more 
than a $250,000 when it is all said and done.  This settlement 
agreement agrees to everything the homeless litigants’ attorneys 
wanted while claiming the city did no wrong which would have 
been obvious if the matter had continued through the court system. 
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* 
Slowerfaster says: 
08/10/2012 at 1:16 pm 
I don’t think it’s saving face, but if so it will only be temporary.. 
Again, Constitutional rights are not conditional and cannot be 
exclusionary.  Just imagine the mental gymnastics that are being 
concocted in a attempt to keep an incompetent employed and out 
of the courts. 
* 
Hijinks  says: 
08/14/2012 at 11:17 am 
It’s not city incompetence, it’s what happens when the 1% take 
control of government. The slocity is a wholly owned subsidiary of 
the Chamber of Commerce, which wanted the camping homeless 
out of town. That’s what it’s all about.  You seem to have missed 
the point that the city lost in court, so its negotiated settlement 
wasn’t exactly a starting-from-a-blank-slate proposition. Up till the 
judge’s ruling, who was right and who was wrong was a lot like 
what takes place on this discussion board — a lot of opinions one 
way or t’other. The preliminary court ruling changed that balance. 
The deck was sufficiently stacked against them the city had to give 
a lot. They did this out of desire to avoid pouring yet more money 
down what they now understood was a legal rathole. All in all, the 
settlement is a smart solution for all — a time-out for the 
homeless, a chance for the city to rethink how it plans to deal with 
things. 
* 
easymoney  says: 
08/10/2012 at 9:47 am 
So I assume this means any parking ticket I have gotten in the City 
of SLO will be dismissed as well? 
* 
pismo20 
says: 
08/10/2012 at 11:13 am 

 



 

If you are illegally ticketed I hope your ticket would be expunged. 
* 
SLORider says: 
08/10/2012 at 1:43 pm 
You’d be assuming incorrectly. This has nothing to do with meter 
violations or violations of posted parking regulations. 
* 
easymoney says: 
08/10/2012 at 2:11 pm 
Sure it does, it clearly states a 
“TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF THE REQUIREMENTS OF 
MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 9.18 FOR A PORTION OF 43 
PRADO ROAD”…  To me it looks like they got a pass on a 
specific ordinance. That should mean I too could get a pass on any 
number of existing praking, sleeping, camping odrinances in the 
city of SLO… Why is OK for one group to break the law and not 
another? 
* 
Karen Velie  says: 
08/10/2012 at 4:23 pm 
The temporary suspension of the ordinance voted in by the council 
was for the safe parking program at 43 Prado Road and was voted 
in prior to Thursday’s approval of the settlement agreement.  With 
the settlement agreement, the ordinance can only be enforced if a 
clear safety or health issue is discovered and then it must be 
enforced through education and warnings first. 
 
***************************************************** 
http://calcoastnews.com/2012/09/slo-facing-more-litigation-for-
homeless-ticketing/ 
SLO again facing litigation for homeless ticketing 
September 19, 2012 
 
By KAREN VELIE 
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In what appeared to be a repeat of a March San Luis Obispo City 
Council meeting, amid allegations that San Luis Obispo city staff’s 
proposed plan to stop homeless from sleeping in their vehicles 
could have legal ramifications, the council voted to approve the 
new ordinance. In March, prior to the city council agreeing to an 
increase in police raids of homeless who sleep in their cars, 
attorney Stew Jenkins asked the council to stop ticketing homeless 
for parking in their vehicles and return all fines collected in what 
he called an illegal implementation of the ordinance. The city 
council rebuffed his request and a month later Jenkins and Saro 
Rizzo filed a lawsuit against the city claiming its implementation 
of the ordinance was unconstitutional, an argument San Luis 
Obispo Superior Court Judge Charles Crandall agreed with.  In the 
end, with legal fees slated to cost the city several hundred thousand 
dollars, the city agreed to a settlement that restricted its police from 
applying the emergency ordinance unless “there is an articulable 
threat to public health and safety.” The city was also required to 
enforce the ordinance through public information, education and 
warnings. As of December 31, the new emergency ordinance is to 
be eliminated, according to the settlement. At Tuesday’s council 
meeting, Jenkins noted two issues: That a lawsuit filed against 
Santa Barbara for an ordinance that barred overnight sleeping in 
vehicles that used inadequate signage to warn people was won by 
homeless advocates. The new ordinance, put together by SLO city 
staff, utilizes similar signage amounts to what was deemed 
inadequate in Santa Barbara.  And secondly, that section seven of 
the new ordinance is an unconstitutional “poisonous pill.” Section 
seven says that if a court determines the city’s new ordinance is 
illegal, they can go back to the old one which was already deemed 
illegal. “I warned the city litigation would occur,” Jenkins said. “If 
you are going to adopt, strike section seven.” 
 
In another repeat of the past, City Attorney Christine Dietrick said 
she stood behind the legality of the new ordinance and saw no 
reason to delay a vote while the ordinance is reworked. The new 

 



 

ordinance makes sleeping in your car a parking infraction while the 
old ordinance made it a criminal offense.  Councilwoman Kathy 
Smith and Councilman Dan Carpenter dissented asking their 
fellow council members to hold off while the city looks for 
solutions for people sleeping in their cars. 
 
Information about the success or failure of a pilot program aimed 
at providing safe parking run by CAPSO for a small number of 
homeless who sleep in their vehicles will be provided to the 
council in October.  The handful of homeless permitted to utilize 
the parking program are required to sign over 70 percent of their 
income to homeless services to be used in securing housing, which 
program administrators said usually takes more than a year. In 
addition, homeless services then charges the client $12.50 in 
administration fees.  And while CAPSO is touting the success of its 
program claiming it has been able to place several homeless people 
into housing, those interviewed by CCN claim they either found 
housing on their own or through agencies not affiliated with 
CAPSLO. 
 
COMMENTS 
Fhill123 says: 
09/20/2012 at 8:07 am 
Thank you Four Tops. “it’s the Same Old Song”. 
* 
Bored Watcher says: 
09/19/2012 at 7:30 pm 
Just heard on the Dave Congalton Show from City Council 
Candidate Kevin P. Rice tha tthe City has spent over $350,000 so 
far on litigating this crap. That money really could have helped 
people, instead, lawyers get richer and the City staff has something 
to do. Terrible!  Additionally, the City has been a model when it 
comes to non-smoking issues, they should strive to be the model 
for homelessness. Rather than fear that homeless will flock to SLO 
f they proivide great services, they should set the example for other 

 



 

cities on how to make programs meet the needs and effect the 
change that is needed all over.  Any one of us could be homeless in 
an instant, we should be compassionate and careful when imposing 
laws and ordinances. 
* 
The Gimlet Eye says: 
09/20/2012 at 11:12 am 
That SLO city government sure knows how to spend the people’s 
money, doesn’t it? 
* 
SLOBIRD  says: 
09/19/2012 at 12:15 pm 
Remember the waste of this whole situation when it comes time to 
vote and renew that sales tax increase for petty stuff like this. 
Again, they put the cart before the horse.  1) Find a place to park 
these people, they must have a location that is monitored for less 
that $80,000 for six months. 2) Look for a different organization 
than CAPSO to work with these clients.  The community can do 
this. We solved the problem years ago with the homeless shelter on 
Orcutt. We solved the problem of the free lunch/homeless program 
in Mission Plaza with the Prado Day Care Center. Surely, there 
must be smart people working for the City/County/CAPSO that 
can resolve this community social program. Maybe the County 
Social Sevice Program should take this over because of its nature 
and falls within a “Social Program” problem. 
* 
smartmouth 
says: 
09/19/2012 at 10:59 am 
Appreciate your wisdom Councilmembers Smith and Carpenter. 
***************************************************** 
                          LOS ANGELES  
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    Blurb for TV Show: KCET’s SoCal Connected 
 
Venice attracts a lot of people and has always had a number of 
vehicular homeless along its streets. More recently, thanks to the 
economy, the number of RVs, minivans and other vehicles housing 
people without a traditional home, have increased so much, that 
residents want to create overnight parking districts, effectively 
eliminating the problem... well, from their neighborhood, at least. 
KCET's SoCal Connected explored the issue last week in this 
above segment    
**************************************************** 
 
 
 
 
NEEDS LINK!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
VNC Ad Hoc Committee on 
Homelessness/Vehicular Occupation  
 
         February 5, 2009, 7:30-9:40 p.m. 658 Venice Boulevard, 
Venice, CA 
 
Adjourn Alternate Proposal to Permit Parking  By: Mark Lipman  
Preamble: A great many persons in Venice strongly oppose 
installing permit parking in our community for various reasons and 
it is improper to simply ignore their concerns.  Firstly, the 
proposed Overnight Parking Districts (OPDs) discriminate against 
very low income residents, who are forced to live in their vehicles 
due to the overwhelming economic crisis.  Secondly, the OPDs 
will force many renters and home owners to pay for parking in and 
around their neighborhoods.  Thirdly, the OPDs discriminate 
against large families and households with more than three 
vehicles.  Finally, the OPDs discriminate against people living near 

 



 

the beach, who will not be eligible for permits. 
 
Understandably, many in our community are concerned with there 
being an excess of recreational vehicles parked on the streets and 
the various problems associated with this.  However, installing 
OPDs is the wrong solution to this problem.  May I propose the 
following more balanced approach to solving this problem:  

I. Residency    Whether we like it or not, it must be recognized that 
for whatever reason a number of people are living in their vehicles. 
According to Section 85.02 of the LAMC, this is illegal.  However, 
there is much acknowledgement throughout the city, on up to our 
own councilman Bill Rosendahl, that this is a bad law and must be 
changed.  Additionally, many may rightfully argue the validity 
of this law under the constitution.  Under the basic precepts of 
our freedom, the right of lifestyle choice is fundamental.  
Therefore, we are forced to accept that if someone, who is 
housed in a vehicle chooses to live in our community they have 
the constitutional right to do so.  Beyond that however, the city 
does also have the right to regulate this form of housing for the 
overall well being of our community as a whole.  The first order of 
business is to determine who and how many amongst the 
vehicularly housed are residents.  This will give us a good 
understanding of how many parking places are necessary within 
the Venice boundaries to accommodate our needs.  Those who 
desire to register as residents of Venice will then be issued a permit 
to be affixed to their vehicle.  By registering, this will establish 
residency in Venice, with the same rights and responsibilities as 
other residents, including the right to vote in all local elections 
(this is not true, because Travellers are not permitted to register to 
vote in the first place because they do not have a ‘fixed address‘).  
 
II. Permits and Parking  Through the issuance of residency permits, 
vehicularly housed residents will be required to pay a permit fee of 
say $50 per year (with a recommended fee waiver or reduced fee 

 



 

for the first year of implementation). This permit fee would be 
reflective of a property tax that could be used for community 
investment in needed areas such as street maintenance. This 
permitting structure would shift the tax/fee burden from renters 
and home owners to the vehicularly housed residents, thus making 
it fairer for all concerned.  Renters and home owners will not be 
forced to pay for parking, while vehicularly housed residents will 
pay a reasonable fee for use of public streets and approved parking 
lots to live on top of legally.  In order to reduce the community 
impact of this arrangement the city will create preferential parking 
zones for RV's and other vehicles within Venice that display the 
vehicular resident permit.  There will be a study performed to 
determine what the best locations for these zones will be that have 
minimal impact to traditional residential zones.  
 
III. Lincoln Place One location where there is currently plenty of 
available street parking is in front of the vacant housing project 
known as Lincoln Place.  These streets could easily accommodate 
many motor vehicles and could be made into preferential parking 
zones for RV's.  As Lincoln Place will eventually be reopened as 
affordable housing, with many of the illegally evicted tenants 
returning, there will be a number of additional housing units 
available there and priority placement could be offered to those 
vehicular residents who choose to park in this zone of Lincoln 
Place.   
 
IV. Non-Residents Living in Vehicles     Those persons choosing to 
opt out of becoming vehicular residents of Venice would choose to 
be considered as tourists, travelers, or variants of such.  For those 
non-residents, they would be permitted to park as normal, however 
the city parking control agents would be informed to strictly 
enforce all existing parking regulations, with particular emphasis 
on 72 hour parking limits.  For 72 hour parking enforcement, 
agents would both chalk the targeted vehicle's tires and leave a 
warning ticket on the vehicle's windshield informing them that 

 



 

they have been targeted for citation.  
 
V. Overnight Parking Districts    (this smacks of segregation, but at 
this point, separate but equal would be an improvement, I suppose 
is the thinking here)  If after the above solutions have been 
implemented and there is still the desire for OPD's in certain areas 
of our community there would be more openness for consideration, 
knowing that others in our community would not be adversely 
affected by them (do they even hear themselves???).  
 
VNC Ad Hoc Committee on Homelessness/Vehicular Occupation 
Interim Report of the Sub-Committee to Investigate 
Sites/Programs/Partners for an RV Siting and Transition Program 
Members: Carolyn Rios, Stewart Oscars, and Mark Ryavec  
 
Sub-Committee Task #1: Identify several sites in CD11 where no 
more than three (3) RVs could take night shelter with bathroom 
facilities available.  January 14, 2009 Location Notes Venice Ross 
Dress for Less Large lot behind store. Del Rey, between 
Washington and Maxella. Much commercial space with large 
parking lots on east side of Del Rey.  Isolated from residential 
and retail commercial properties.  New St. Joseph Center on 
Hampton  Lots on lower and upper areas. Use at night.  Some 
spots are designated for St. J use. These lots are the domain of St. 
Clement Parish. Marina Fiji Way west of Lincoln County lots on 
state property across from Fisherman's Village.  Limited stay low 
income RV lots.  Sheriff across the street.  Playa del Rey East of 
Vista del Mar on Airport land where houses have been removed, 
there are streets and underground services in place.  Convert to 
pads.  Could place this adjacent to Hyperion plant near existing 
RV campgrounds. West of Vista del Mar, Dockweiler Beach 
Parking Lot #3 at tower #49 This is the location of the Robin 
Richards/Theresa Skinner proposal. Services in place. Westchester 
Parkway Buffer zone between Westchester Parkway and Lincoln 
Blvd Airport land with removed housing has existing streets and 

 



 

underground services in place. East of Airport Off 96th Street Land 
with city purchased vacant housing and parking lots adjacent. 
Jenny and Manchester Northeast corner lot. Arbor View and 
Bellanc Southeast corner lot. Arbor View and 93rd Street Much 
housing taken out of use by city.  Potential parking with services.  
Westchester at Lincoln Blvd Park has lots as does the land adjacent 
to the municipal buildings.  Services available. Playa Vista East of 
Lincoln beyond present development Large amount of flat 
vacant land in preparation for succeeding phases.   May be 
vacant for years. Marina Freeway along Culver Blvd and between 
the 91 Freeway State property unused, screened. RV storage lot 
exists near Lincoln. Santa Monica Airport Adjacent. Airport Road. 
Parking lots south of Airport Road Santa Monica College has 
multiple lots for student/staff. Potential use at night. Parking lot 
north of Airport Road near Bundy.  Lot not near any residences.  
Centinela and Rose East side of Centinela Ocean View Farms Park. 
Big, isolated lot with bathrooms nearby. Sawtelle south of 
Exposition405 adjacent Lot on east side of Sawtelle below 405. 
Exposition east of Sawtelle.  South side of Exposition between 
Sawtelle and Sepulveda  Post Office has a large lot. West Los 
Angeles City Building had a huge parking lot. Possible night use. 
Heading north on Sepulveda from Exposition Sepulveda and Ohio 
Bad News Bear Field has parking lots.  Potential?  Between Ohio 
and Wilshire on west side of Sepulveda there is a Salvation Army 
Center with lot, State property alongside the roadway. On east 
side is a Park. Area has good bus transit connections. North of 
Wilshire at Constitution, west side of Sepulveda at Robinson 
Stadium: big parking lot.  Getty feeder lot. UCLA Mobile Clinics 
are parked there; isolated with restrooms nearby.  VA adjacent for 
services.  Veterans Administration West of 405 Many lots, much 
service, security. Federal south of Wilshire On east side of Federal 
US Army Reserve Center and National Guard lots.  Large parking 
area available for night use.  Corinth and Iowa Area Three 
situations stand out in this area. The City building in which Bill 
Rosendahl has an office has much parking including a section that 

 



 

is walled off from view and adjacent to the building making it 
almost private.  The Felicia Mahood Senior Center has a lot. 
There is a juror parking lot. Across the street is United Methodist 
Church at 1637 Butler, with a few adjacent residences. A police 
station is adjacent and has parking. Much potential here. Pacific 
Palisades. Above Sunset on Temescal Canyon Road Park with lots 
and services. Above Sunset on Los Liones Dr Near the trailhead 
there are several parking lots available for night parking. 
Submitted by John Raphling  
 
Proposed Resolution #1  We, the Ad Hoc Committee on 
Homelessness and Vehicular Occupation, agree that homelessness 
is a regional problem. We, therefore, oppose any solution or 
remedy to the problem of homelessness or houselessness in Venice 
that has the practical effect of simply removing homeless/houseless 
people from Venice and forcing them to live elsewhere.  
 
Proposed Resolution #2  We, the Ad Hoc Committee on 
Homelessness and Vehicular Occupation, understand that few 
people choose to be homeless, and that there are vastly more 
people without homes in our society than shelters to accommodate 
them.  We, therefore, oppose any laws, regulations, and the 
enforcement of such laws and regulations, which have the 
practical effect of punishing people for their status of being 
homeless/houseless.(ummm excuse, we aren’t home-less or house-
lessjj. SEC. 12.24. CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS AND 
OTHER SIMILAR QUASI-JUDICIAL APPROVALS. W. 
Authority of the Zoning Administrator for Conditional Uses/Initial 
Decision. The following uses and activities may be permitted in 
any zone, unless restricted to certain zones or locations, if 
approved by the Zoning Administrator as the initial decision-maker 
or the Area Planning Commission as the appellate body.  The 
procedures for reviewing applications for these uses shall be those 
in Subsections B. through Q. in addition to those set out below.  
 

 



 

Transitional Vehicular Residency on Parking Lots.  
Notwithstanding  Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 85.02, the 
use of public parking lots and privately-held parking lots from 6 
PM to 8 AM for transition sites, with funded services providing for 
transition to affordable housing, for individuals living in their 
vehicles, limited to three (3) vehicles or less, with stays of less than 
two months per year, where the vehicles will be parked at least 500 
feet from any habitable dwelling located on an adjoining parcel, 
and the vehicle owner(s) are determined to be very low income as 
determined by the Los Angeles Housing Department, in the CR, 
C1, C1.5, C2, C4, C5, CM, MR1, MR2, M1, M2, M3, P, and PF 
Zones, provided that: (a) Findings. In addition to the findings 
otherwise required by this section, the Zoning Administrator shall 
make all of the following findings:  (1) that the parking lot meets 
all the requirements of the Los Angeles Municipal Code for 
lighting, landscaping, filtration of surface water runoff, and walls 
blocking view from residential areas into lot; (2) that the 
proposed use will not adversely affect the welfare of the 
pertinent community; (3) that the proposed use will not 
detrimentally affect nearby residentially and/or commercially 
zoned communities in the area of the City involved, after giving 
consideration to the distance of the proposed use from 
residential buildings, churches, schools, hospitals, public 
playgrounds and parks, and other similar uses; (4) that the 
facility will not deprive any residential neighbor of the quiet 
enjoyment of their home; (5) that the owner of the property 
agrees to provide on a 24-hour basis:  (a) toilet and shower 
facilities and electricity to the occupants of the vehicles parking on 
the parking lot;  (b) sanitary disposal of any human waste and/or 
trash which may be generated by the inhabitants of the subject 
vehicles; (c) emergency telephone number for 24-hour 
management response displayed on-site; and to prohibit amplified 
music outside of vehicles, use of electric generators and the sale 
or use of illicit drugs and alcohol on-site. 
*************************************************** 

 



 

 Author Note:  as you read about this “tour” on how a program in 
Santa Barbara, please note that out of  a number of the people 
(including the residents who have - for years - been advocating 
that the RV Dwellers be eradicated) those who took this ’field trip’, 
please notice that no one who is ’Vehicularly Housed’ was 
consulted on the plan.   .   
http://www.yovenice.com/forum/politics-community/santa-
barbara-rv-parking-program-field-trip-thread/ 
 
From Venice WatchDawg:   Report on February 25, 2010, trip to 
Santa Barbara to investigate New Beginnings RV Parking Program     
by David Ewing and Stewart Oscars 
 
Venice participants:  Councilmember Bill Rosendahl; CD11 
staff: Jim Horwitz, Mike Bonin, Arturo Pina, Nancy Franco; LAPD 
Officers Theresa Skinner and Peggy Thusing; Venice residents 
David Ewing and Stewart Oscars. 
 
We’ll write chronologically about what we heard and saw.  We 
realize as we are writing this it is the result of a free flowing 
conversation, so please bear with that. NEW BEGINNINGS 
COUNSELING CENTER  We started at New Beginnings (NB), 
the program administrator, located at 324 E. Carillo, SB.  New 
Beginnings is a social services provider organized around a 
counseling center. We spoke with Gary Linker, Director of NB.  
(Nancy Kapp is the Parking Program Director, and she is the last 
person we interviewed).  Gary presented us each a packet of 
information describing their program.  The packet included: a 
description of New Beginnings work in the community; the RV 
Parking Program in detail including 14 rules for lot users, a 
program application form, a vehicle permit, a list of the 21 lots in 
use with population breakdown, client waiver relieving NB of 
liability, a license agreement form for lot owners, and an outreach 
flyer. 
 

 



 

Highlights of our conversation with Gary: 
There are 21 lots in use with 105 vehicles using them.  The lot 
sizes are:  3 have 1, 1 has 2, 1 has 3, 10 have 5, 2 have 6, 1 has 9, 1 
has 11, 1 has 15, and 1 is for summer use only.  The hours of the 
lots are approximately 7pm-7am.   The latest count of live-in 
vehicles in the area puts the number at 354.  Summers tend to be 
higher, winters lower.  Lots used are city, county, churches, 
nonprofits, and businesses.  Some lots are 10 to 12 miles outside 
the city.  Dwellers tend to stay near their respective lots.  There are 
several lots in the downtown area.  There is one lot near the beach, 
and that lot parks women and families.  Some of the lots have porta 
toilets, some have no facilities.  Two lots are for RVs only. The 
others allow a mix of vehicles. There’s a 21 ft length limit in City 
lots.  Some lots are for women and children only, some for women 
only, or women and families.  When an applicant applies, NB uses 
this opportunity to evaluate the person(s) for counseling, aid.  
Programs are offered but not required.  Good behavior is the only 
required action of the dwellers.  Case managers come to the lots 
twice a week to check compliance, build relationships with clients, 
and offer services. There are 2 counselors on staff working with the 
population.  Clients are referred to NB and other agencies for 
social services.  Every month the client must renew her/his 
permit, and the permit can be renewed perpetually.  Permit 
requirements are a valid CA driver’s license, CA vehicle 
registration, and insurance.  People being placed on a business lot 
are checked for felony convictions.  The goal is to relocate all 
people to permanent housing.  On a yearly basis 25 vehicle 
dwellers are being placed in permanent housing and another 30 are 
being placed in jobs. 
A breakdown of the program’s components usage is:  
1)  placement on lot…….100%. 
2)  use of case management by dwellers……..90%. 
3)  loans from NB……..20%.   These are loans to repair the 
vehicles, license the vehicle, obtain a driver’s license, smog the 
vehicle, secure insurance. 

 



 

4)  life skills training……..5%.  
5)  counseling……..10-15%. 
The program is built on trust.  NB does not coerce clients.  They 
make sure there are continuing contacts which are used to build 
trust.  There is an understanding that people have alcohol, 
addiction, and mental health problems.  People may not be 
interested in services offered in the beginning, but the relationship 
can lead to referrals in the future.  At each lot, one of the lot 
dwellers is chosen by Nancy Kapp, the case manager, to be a lot 
captain, with attendant responsibilities.  A bit of character building.  
NB does an orientation every 6 months with SBPD for educational 
purposes.  NB is responsible for insuring the lots at a total cost of 
$4200/year +/-.  The insurance covers not only the lots but the 
program clientele with liability insurance.   The estimate of 
employed residents is 50%, most of whom have dropped down in 
terms of previous employment.  If a dweller breaks the rules, the 
person is dropped from the program after one warning.  It is 
reported that citizen complaints are virtually nil regarding this 
program.  When the program was first started complaints based on 
the newness of the program and lack of trust led to some 
complaints. The larger number of campers on some lots has not 
created more problems. Non-program complaints regarding 
nuisance RV type vehicles have remained constant over the years.  
Vehicle dwellers who are resistant to the program have been 
known to create problems with trash, running generators, and a 
myriad of disruptions as they move around Santa Barbara.  City 
and county ordinances had to be adjusted to make this work. 
A private waste hauler (Marborg) works with the program to empty 
the vehicle holding tanks at no charge.  This dumping may is at a 
central site in the city.  Gary feels this is an important facet of the 
program.   The lots cannot be within 50 feet of residences, and 
residents appear to have little power in siting decisions.  
 
CITY HALL 
Next, we walked to City Hall and met with Mayor Helene 

 



 

Schneider; Council Members Grant House and Das Williams; City 
Attorney Steve Wiley; SBPD Lt. Donald McCaffrey.  All spoke in 
favor of the program and consider it a success.  Councilmember 
Williams was himself a vehicle dweller at one time.  The genesis 
of the program:  SB had a growing population of campers on the 
streets with some of the same problems as evidenced in Venice.  
The city’s initial response was to try to ban campers entirely; 
homeless advocates responded with a suit.  A settlement 
negotiation resulted in the parking program creation along with 
increasing the city’s ability to regulate on street camper parking.  
The program is low cost to the city:  $125,000/year.  Sources of 
funding:  SB funds roughly half with $43,000 coming from general 
funds and $15,000 coming from Community Development Block 
Grants (Federal funds).  The balance is privately funded with 
$15,000 from donations and $52,000 from foundations. The 
program is not perfect and does not solve all problems, but it 
helps SB have more control over the RV population and 
regulate parking; and it provides real services and opportunities for 
those who want them.  The streets in the waterfront area downtown 
(between 101 freeway and the beach) are strictly no RV parking.  
Since SB has a supply of parking spots for RVs/live-in vehicles, 
they can enforce parking restrictions that regulate times and places 
when vehicles can park on city streets.  This allows vehicle 
dwellers security and residents security. Enforcement of laws is 
necessary.  Program lots are self-policed by the lot captain, then 
the program director, and police as necessary. Clients develop a 
stake in keeping things in order. An ordinance against vehicle 
dwelling is enforced only upon complaint.  Where greater 
enforcement is needed, SB has an ordinance that allows the Public 
Works Director on advice of the Chief of Police to post signs that 
ban or restrict RV parking in proximity to various specific use 
areas.  Decentralization and not allowing massing of RVs in areas 
reduces problems in the city.  It is illegal to live in one’s vehicle 
on the city streets in SB.  It is possible to have lots and still 
have this protection for the residents.  The key is ordinance 

 



 

writing.  The SB CA, Steve Wiley, is willing to work with our CA 
regarding ordinance drafting.  Wiley also said there is very little 
liability exposure for the city.  RVs are not considered 
transitional housing.  They are not adequate housing. 5 or more 
parking tickets issued to a vehicle on 5 separate days allow 
impoundment of said vehicle (a state law). 
 
PARKING LOTS 
Thirdly, we toured a few parking lots.  We also picked up SBPD 
Lt. James Pfleging at this point.  The size/scale of the lots in SB 
seemed larger than the lots available in West Los Angeles and in 
particular Venice.  Lots that park 5 RVs in SB are probably equal 
in size to Whole Foods lot, for the most part.  The lots have 
bush/tree growth or walls that screen the parking spots from 
resident/street view, and the actual parking spots are not near 
housing. Some lots had porta toilets and some had no facilities.  
Where there are no porta toilets, parkers are told to use 
restaurants, gas stations, or what have you  (wow). 
 
PROGRAM DIRECTOR 
Lastly, we visited Nancy Kapp, NB Parking Program Director, 
at Salvation Army where she has her office. This building is 
located in a commercial area downtown. We were also joined at 
the very end by NB outreach worker Roslyn Scheuerman .  Nancy 
was previously homeless.  She runs the program on the ground. 
She finds sites for the lots. She enforces the rules and deals with 
any disputes between participants. She reiterated what we had 
heard during the day.  The population of lot users is diverse.  25% 
come from outside SB; 75% have ties to SB.  They can be new or 
chronic vehicle dwellers.  They function at many different levels.  
It’s all about trust. They make sure there are continuing contacts, 
and they use them to build trust. They don’t coerce clients. They 
develop relationships, provide services and keep rules. Tents, lawn 
chairs, and so forth are prohibited outside the vehicle.    If 
people are not getting along at a lot, they are moved to a different 

 



 

lot.  She will not choose a site if the neighbors are not in favor of 
the operation.  A lot will only work out if the nearby residents are 
in accord with it.  If a neighbor does not want the lot, Nancy said 
she will find somewhere that it will work.  There is an 
understanding that some people have alcohol, addiction and mental 
health problems. They may not interested be interested in services, 
but some of them eventually surprise you. If you build a 
relationship, sometimes 6 months later, they’ll ask for a referral for 
a program or service.  She spoke with great conviction and 
compassion for the people involved in the program and the fact 
that it can be a long-term process to get people into permanent 
housing. 
 
COMMENTS 
March 23, 2010 zappaman    I urge everyone to read the entire 
post in "The Police…" thread. Venice Watchdog has directly 
contradicted the PR efforts of Chris and his VNC co-horts. 
Interesting …who to believe? 
* 
March 23, 2010 Venice neon   I believe by experience, the 
Watchdawg.  The SB Program is interesting. there is a lot to digest 
there, but  initially a couple of things come to mind. In a past 
article on the program, the City of Santa Barbara program used to 
require drug and alcohol testing before admitting people to the 
program. Do they still? Are we getting those who fail the testing 
from there and other spots? Then there is the cost of the program, 
not only the program itself but any and all liability costs if these 
folks don't behave. It was reported in the Times a few years ago 
that folks in this program had done some property damage and 
while they were kicked out of the program and probably are here 
now, who paid for their acts?    
* 
March 23, 2010 chris  @Zappaman,  Where, exactly, does this 
contradict anything I've posted? Watchdawg reprinted a report by 
David Ewing and Stewart Ocsars that I read two days after their 

 



 

visit to Santa Barbara.  I know I haven't contradicted that report.  I 
look forward to either your specific allegation or your specific 
apology. 
* 
March 23, 2010 zappaman   In part…  "What is happening today 
with the increased police activity goes back to the email and letter 
writing campaign that generated over 400 letters to the mayor, the 
CD11 Council Office and City Attorney Carmen Trutanich, who, 
along with the Pacific Division LAPD Community Police Advisory 
Board (CPAB) and a number of resident organized meetings with 
our new Pacific Captain Jon Peters to get things underway.  That is 
why the Council Office recently FINALLY put a group together to 
visit Santa Barbara and revue their program." 
* 
March 23, 2010 chris  And where does that contradict anything I 
wrote?  It doesn't.  Find me the post, zappaman.  Find it or stop 
mischaracterizing and misconstruing what I wrote. 
* 
March 24, 2010 Venice WatchDawg   OK Folks  I'm sure the 
readers would like to see some comments about the program. I was 
discussing this on line with a few of the VNC candidates and found 
that while one would like to implement it immediatly regardless of 
the fact that there is no money, no identified nonprofit social 
service to administrate and that a Citywide law against living in 
cars had to be rescinded by the LA City Council to allow it, the 
opposition Write-In candidate was concerned that there was no 
time limits to the program.  That's right folks, in Santa 
Barbara, you can live in your RV forever if you make 
requirements.  This is great if you are in a temporary situation, but 
some of the RV dwellers in Venice have been here for year. This 
should not become an easy answer to the affordable housing crisis. 
My personal feeling is that Venice is way too small to do such a 
program, but one could work if the area was expanded to Mar 
Vista, Del Rey, The Marina, Westchester and possibly Santa 
Monica (different city) to approximate the area that Santa Barbara 

 



 

uses.  Try selling this proposal outside of Venice!!! They also do 
not mention that the RVs move out of the parking lots each 
morning.  Where do they go??  About 150 people are in the 
program.  Where do the other 200 Santa Barbara area RVs go that 
are not in the program??  They also do not mention that there are 
NO RVs allowed to park on the streets (even those owned by 
residents) between the 101 and the beach – except right at the 
beach, you know, that "coastal access" thang… 
* 
Below is another email that came in from a WatchDawg Reader 
(I leave these postings nameless because I have not asked them 
permission): 
"I haven't been up the coast for over …several years.  I was 
absolutely appalled at Santa Barbara when I went to beach.  The 
RVs had taken over the beach – period.  As you know, their beach 
is beautiful and park like.   I was roller blading up and down and 
was shocked and a little apprehensive.  I am familiar with the SB 
junior chamber of commerce and could not believe what I saw.  
The Junior Chamber told me that SB was always a stopping off 
place during winter because of the railroad/beach proximity and 
this had been true from depression on, as far as they knew.  But 
this was different.  It was a takeover. I had a motorhome for almost 
two decades.  A 21-footer is not a class "A" motorhome and I 
doubt if it is self-contained and am sure 99 percent are not.  
Apparently SB is providing them with portapotties so that they do 
not drop their toilets on streets.  'Tis a shame. " 
* 
A Venice Resident  Anyone else want to take a whack at it – It 
could work if expanded beyond Venice and properly funded and 
administrated…  Best,  EditorRick, Venice WatchDawg 
* 
March 24, 2010  chris    Rick,  A few quick thoughts:  You're 
correct that the problem is regional, and therefore the solution 
needs to be regional.  I see RV encampments all over the westside 
and Hollywood.  Also Santa Barbara is only slightly larger than our 

 



 

council district, CD11, and less dense.  So while the Santa Barbara 
program is informative, it would be a mistake to consider it 
definitive for Venice and the region.  The best plan for Venice will 
have to take into account all the things that are different, from 
geography to density.  Nonetheless some things from Santa 
Barbara are helpful, and we shouldn't lose sight of them.  First that 
it is possible for people who live in vehicles to abide by rules and 
be good neighbors.  Second that this comes about as a result of 
personal contact and community support.  And third that the 
program rules are strictly enforced…anyone who doesn't abide by 
them is removed from the program.  Funding is going to be an 
issue, as will administration, but those issues to be solved not 
barriers to success.  With a Safe Parking program in place it will 
be possible for good neighbors to be supported and bad 
neighbors to be clearly identified and sanctioned.  To me that's 
what a community should always strive to do, and what Venice 
has always done. 
* 
March 24, 2010  killerweed 
A program like this would allow us to clearly differentiate between 
the problem people and the innocent homeless and do something 
about those folks who are creating the issues here.  It's 
irresponsible and worse to just lump all of the homeless into one 
category, declare them criminals or untouchables and advocate 
cleansing the community of them.  Didn't a lot of Americans fight 
wars to defeat people who did that sort of thing? 
* 
March 25, 2010  Venice SteelerFan 
You mean like when we put all the Japanese Americans in 
internment camps? Or, are you going back to when we screwed the 
American Indian? 
* 
March 26, 2010   killerweed 
It's not only easy to be homeless in Venice, it's easy to be homeless 
in LA in general, compared to, say, Detroit.  I once met some 

 



 

musiciians who moved here from Detroit to try to make the big 
time (they never did) and while they were scuffling, they 
acknowledged that it was a heckuva lot easier to be broke in LA 
than it was in Detroit, as in "more comfortable."  But it's not like 
these folks ended up being burdens on the community.  One ended 
up running the LA Free Clinic and another worked at McCabe's 
music shop for a long time.  As for who I was talking about, the 
interred Japanese and Native Americans are examples, but I was 
thinking more of the Jews and others so grossly stereotyped by the 
Nazis.  That's who I was referring to in terms of our countrymen 
fighting a war.  Did they fight so the rest of us would have the right 
to continue stereotyping others? 

V 
March 26, 2010  swankgirlvenice 
Creating these "RV" areas would be condemning the properties 
surrounding the camps.  It's an all-around terrible idea for Venice.   
I live near Whole Foods and it's bad enough that WF employees' 
cars cram our streets because they can't park in the customer lot.  
However, I'm willing to live with that because proximity to WF 
raises my property value a lot more than Big Lots did.  I shudder to 
think that WF is an area these homeless advocates are looking at as 
a possibility and I will fight it every step of the way.  No one 
wants an RV camp around the corner.  It would DESTROY 
our communities and our property values.   The areas around 
the Midnight Mission in downtown LA are horrible.  The same 
thing would happen to the areas around these proposed RV lots in 
Venice.  The streets around it would be uninhabitable.  We're 
already living in a high density area. The thing that chaps me is 
that these RV people are not the working poor.  Letting them 
camp on my street or in the parking lot at WF will not get them 
mainstreamed into working at Smart & Final.  These people are 
lifetime grifters who don't have permanent addresses for bad 
reasons.  NO ONE WHO LIVES IN A CAR CAN BE A GOOD 

 



 

NEIGHBOR.  IT IS ILLEGAL TO LIVE IN A CAR!   If it's 
such a good idea, Chris, maybe you should mobilize the folks on 
your own street so that the RV's deemed safe can park in front of 
your house and on your own street.  That way, you can have all of 
the personal contact you want with RV dwellers and they can feel 
the support of your own street's community.  Don't start making 
decisions about what is 'good for the community' on my street.  
This RV parking district idea is bad, bad news for Venice and 
would destroy the property values of the areas around the camps.  
This is why the OPD makes sense – if you want an OPD on your 
street, the residents of the street make that decision TOGETHER.  
If you don't want the OPD, you make that decision TOGETHER.  
Creating 'RV camgrounds' is a bad idea for Venice. 
 * 
March 26, 2010 zappaman   I feel your pain.  It's time to change 
the people who claim to represent Venice.  SwankGirl, I urge you 
and your friends and neighbors to vote for Jim Hubbard for 
President and Mark Ryavec for Vice-President in the upcoming 
VNC elections. 
* 
March 26, 2010  swankgirlvenice    Jim Hubbard and Mark 
Ryavec have my vote.  Also write-in community at large officer 
Scot Kramarich.  Each of these guys have the best interest in the 
actual residents of Venice at heart – each of these guys also want to 
make Venice a safer place for all of us. 
 * 
March 31, 2010   chris   This is why the OPD makes sense – if you 
want an OPD on your street, the residents of the street make that 
decision TOGETHER.  If you don't want the OPD, you make that 
decision TOGETHER If only things were that simple.  My block 
would never get a vote, ever.  We live on a walk street in a 
neighborhood of walk streets near the beach with lots of old 
buildings that don't have parking.  We park on other streets, 
Pacific, Main, Navy, Rose, Brooks, Clubhouse, Westminster, etc.  
The OPD plan threw our neighborhood under the bus, the only 

 



 

thing "TOGETHER" about it was that we would all get screwed.  
OPDs removed more than 40 off-street spaces from our overnight 
use, put control over the establishment of OPDs in the hands of a 
tiny minority of our neighbors, and on Brooks those on the south 
would not only NOT get a vote, but could be barred from parking 
across the street from their own homes.  Mark said these problems 
could be handled "administratively," but LADOT flatly said 
otherwise.  I don't trust parking enforcement to think or act 
logically than any other government agency, and neither do they.  
All the OPD supporter's assurances and representations about our 
problems with the plan were denied by Alan Willis of LADOT, a 
straight shooter with no dog in the fight.  As things are we often 
get to park several blocks away at night, OPDs as designed and 
mitigated would have made us all park further away from our 
homes at night, and pay for that privilege.  Which is not to say that 
the problem OPDs are alleged to solve isn't real, but there is a 
much more targeted, much less burdensome solution: Oversized 
Vehicle Parking by Permit Only.  Put the burden on the nuisances, 
determine who can and can't get permits very strictly, and 
enforcement is easier than OPD enforcement, as oversized vehicles 
tend to stick out in a crowd. The real problem in Venice is too few 
cops, not too few laws.  Los Angeles has fewer police per capita 
than any city in America, and as LAPD shifts "resources" from 
hot-spot to hot-spot those who are getting fewer "resources" get 
hammered.  Bratton moved resources from Venice to downtown, 
which is how Venice came to be under-served.  Beck is moving 
resources back to Venice.  And while that's all in response to lots of 
letter-writing and phone calling and etc., were Bratton still in 
charge I doubt we'd see the change we've seen.  So we can agitate 
for new laws and restrictions and write letters demanding more 
police protection, but to really address our problems we should 
also be agitating for more LAPD officers citywide. 
* 
April 12, 2010   zoe987654  Venice is not a campground.  We need 
enforcement of the current regulations banning sleeping in vehicles 

 



 

overnight, without enforcement, this problem will continue and 
grow, with or without a parking lot program.  Comparing Venice 
and Santa Barbara is apples and oranges.  Santa Barbara County is 
2737 Sq. miles, population 422,000, density of 145 persons per Sq. 
mile.  The city of Santa Barbara is 41.4 sq. miles, population 
90,000, density of 4,865 persons per sq. mile, numerous parking 
lots in commercial only and industrial zones, approximately 400 
RV’s,  9.66 RV’s per Sq. mile. 1 RV for every 225 persons, and 
numerous  ordinances banning RV’s and enforced with posted 
signs within the one mile coastal zone. I am attaching photos of 
these signs.  Los Angeles County is 4,061 miles, population 
9,863,000, density per Sq. miles of 2,427 persons; population of 
the city of Los Angeles is 3, 833,000, 469 sq. miles, density per sq. 
miles of 8,205 persons. Venice is 1.975 miles population 31,200, 
density 15800 per sq. mile, almost double the average density of 
Los Angeles City and over three times the density of Santa Barbara 
City, with approximately 200 RV’s per Sq. mile, one RV for every 
78 residents and all parking lots are in near proximity or right next 
to single family or other residences. While there may be other 
places in Los Angeles City or County where this could work,  there 
is not one suitable parking lot in Venice for such a program without 
having an impact on neighbors.  
* 
April 12, 2010   zappaman   Thanks for the info, Zoe.  Good stuff. 
* 
April 12, 2010  MPSE76  Wonderful Info ZOE! According to the 
figures, keeping Venice's numbers relative to Santa Barbara, 
Venice should allow parking for 4 RVs. With available space, I'd 
say thats pretty accurate. 
* 
April 12, 2010  chris    zoe, I agree, Los Angeles is not Santa 
Barbara.  That's why Santa Barbara can be informative, but not at 
all definitive.  Right now we've got RV and homeless 
encampments in Venice and no real solution for them.  The 
overnight sleeping law was emotionally satisfying but ineffective 

 



 

in solving the problem because it's largely unenforceable.  One of 
the impressive things about Santa Barbara is how they manage 
their program.  The rules of behavior and cleanliness are strictly 
enforced.  As with many shelters if a person violates the rules 
they're out, no excuses.  The advantage to the system is that it 
provides a way to separate those who desire to be good neighbors 
from those who don't, and having separated the problems from 
those who are honestly struggling to get by, it allows a clear way 
for police to deal with the former and social services to assist the 
latter.  By the way, with all your statistics you neglected to mention 
how long the waiting list is for Section 8 (government subsidized) 
housing in LA City or County, the wait is measured in years.  The 
real crux of a problem that has grown with the economic downturn 
(no surprise there, right?) is the lack of affordable housing.  Venice 
can't be the solution to the problem, but neither should we refuse to 
be any part of a solution. 
* 
April 12, 2010  Supergimp   It's gotten so hard to make a turn in 
Venice.  RVs create huge blindspots for drivers and pedestrians.  It 
is unsafe, it sucks.   Troll Hunter 
* 
April 12, 2010  venice developer  RVs create huge blindspots for 
drivers and pedestrians.  I believe there are regulations that are 
already on the books for this. If you think RVs are really blocking 
you sight at turns, request an No Over Height Vehicles Sign at that 
corner – 24/7 in the bargain. No need to create more laws 
especially those that make me pay for no tangible parking benefit.  
If your turn visibility is obstructed, yeah, that sucks. 
***************************************************** 
NEEDS LINK!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
         The RV war in Venice is heating up 
       August 26, 2010|By Martha Groves, Los Angeles Times 
 
Responding to community outrage over the dumping of raw 

 



 

sewage onto the streets of Venice, Los Angeles City Atty. Carmen 
Trutanich said Wednesday that he intended to file criminal charges 
against a motor home dweller who was arrested but released after 
serving two days in jail.  "When it hits the fan, it hits my office 
too," Trutanich said of the dumping, which a longtime 
Neighborhood Watch captain witnessed last week and reported to 
police.  City crews finally cleaned up the mess Tuesday, but only 
after residents had complained for several days to various city and 
county agencies.  Venice residents have asserted for years that 
people living in recreational vehicles were emptying raw sewage 
into storm drains and street gutters or using yards and gardens as 
bathrooms.  Affected neighborhoods have long lobbied for 
overnight parking restrictions to keep people from sleeping 
curbside in their cars or campers.  More recently, the Los Angeles 
City Council approved amendments to toughen an ordinance 
prohibiting overnight parking of so-called oversize vehicles, those 
exceeding 22 feet in length or 84 inches in height.  Councilman 
Bill Rosendahl also is seeking to implement a safe, overnight 
parking program that would allow qualified RV dwellers to park in 
approved lots as long as they agree to avail themselves of social 
services aimed at finding them permanent housing.  But those 
measures are still weeks or months from going into effect. In the 
meantime, police and residents say more raw sewage has been 
appearing on the streets. 
 
Last week, Boston Dawna, a 38-year resident known for her 
nighttime citizen's arrests of suspected criminals, said she finally 
caught somebody red-handed. (She said she does not use her real 
name because she fears retaliation from those she has helped 
arrest.)  On the night of Aug. 18, Boston Dawna said she looked 
out of her apartment window near Pacific Avenue and Fleet Street 
and saw the driver of a large camper walk around the vehicle and 
then look up and down the street. He got back into the camper, and 
a female passenger jumped out.  "I hear a pop and I hear fluids," 
Boston Dawna said, adding that she soon detected a stench. The 

 



 

camper then pulled away, spilling sewage and toilet paper from the 
vehicle's holding tank.  The Neighborhood Watch captain then 
alerted a friend nearby, who was able to note the license plate as 
the RV drove by. She then alerted police, who drove her in their 
patrol car as they searched for the camper.  Officers caught up with 
the vehicle at 3rd and Sunset avenues. Because the officers had not 
personally witnessed the dumping - a misdemeanor - they relied on 
Boston Dawna to make a citizen's arrest, said Los Angeles Police 
Sgt. Jeff Merlo.  The officers then took the suspect, Lindsey 
Kathrine Estilette, 28, into custody.  "She starts crying," Boston 
Dawna recalled.  "I said, There's no crying in baseball.'"  Dumping 
was reported at three locations: Pacific and Fleet, 3rd and Sunset 
and 3rd and Rose avenues.  Boston Dawna said she was outraged 
Wednesday to hear from the city attorney's office that Estilette was 
released after two days in jail because she had no record.  "This is 
beyond comprehension to me," Boston Dawna said of the city 
attorney's action. "The politicians take one side. The city attorney 
takes another. They've turned my community into a [expletive] 
cesspool - literally."   Trutanich, responding to a query from The 
Times, said in a phone interview that his staff had erred and that he 
intended to charge the woman. After taking a look at the police 
report, he said, "in looking at the manner this was done, the time it 
was done, the location it was done and the acting in concert with 
the driver, I felt it deserved a second look." "I believe the case 
should be filed," he added. "I believe that's what will happen."  The 
dumping of human waste is subject to a $25,000 fine and as much 
as a year in county jail, he said.  Rosendahl said in a statement that 
the three reported episodes of dumping were "sickening and 
offensive crimes that threaten public health and diminish the 
quality of life."  "This sort of crime is simply intolerable," he said.  
What do you think should be done with the RV population in 
Venice? Share your view here.    
 
COMMENTS 
The punishment doesn't go nearly far enough! Send them to prison.                                                                                                 

 



 

Posted by: Amelia | August 26, 2010 
* 
I remember seeing an RV dweller park in front of a sewage drain, 
walk on a Venice homeowner's property to use his garden hose, 
and promptly begin draining his sewage from the RV right into the 
storm drain.  As we all know, these drains are marked with notices 
stating that the runoff flows directly to the ocean.  Even with the 
sewage going into the drain and it being quickly hosed down by 
the RV dweller, the smell of feces was so overpowering and 
prevalent it could be smelled blocks away. It was so bad we all had 
to close our windows. We reported the license plate number but the 
guy was never caught. That experience changed my position on RV 
completely -- people should NOT be living on the streets in 
vehicles -- there are no resources to allow for healthy and clean 
environmental living (for both the dwellers and the local residents) 
in vehicles in the streets and they should be parked in areas that 
have facilities.                                                                                               
Posted by: Venetian | August 26, 2010 
* 
I'm sure there is a big box store somewhere that went under.  Buy 
the lot and install some hookups or tanks to accept waste.  Turn it 
into an RV park with reasonable rates to cover costs.  No it's not as 
nice as getting the ocean breezes, but tough luck.  We all can't live 
beachfront and the law is being toughened so that you can't stay in 
curbside RVs. 
Posted by: mike | August 26, 2010 
* 
Does the crackdown go too far? Are safety and sanitation services 
really that much to ask for? It seems that those are the most basic 
services Government provides.  So, no, the "crackdown" does not 
go too far. In fact, it hardly seems like a crackdown when we're 
really just talking about enforcement. The situation has returned to 
exactly what it was before the Haz-Mat teams came through; the 
campers are back, now parked over cleaned gutters.  We in Venice 
are only asking for enforcement of existing laws. For some reason, 

 



 

quality of life crimes in Venice are not being prosecuted; as a 
result, the quality of life in Venice has suffered significantly. 
Posted by: Hawthorne Wingo | August 26, 2010 
* 
Unless the RVs are immobile, all the City needs is a public-access, 
free-of-charge dumping station (like at a campground) and a brief 
educational campaign so the RV owners know where to go.                                                                                        
Posted by: Megan | August 26, 2010 
* 
People dumping human waste in the street?  They should be sent to 
jail and the vehicle impounded. 
Posted by: Jimbo | August 26, 2010 
* 
The Venetian RV dwellers might hook up at the Hyperion sewage 
treatment facility down the coast, but not too far away.  Of course 
the L A county supervisors can create a plan and protocol for the 
campers.  
Posted by: byetheway77 | August 26, 2010 
* 
I'm a 10+ year Venice resident. I do not live in an RV, but I do 
think that the crackdown is going too far.  Dumping sewage in a 
public street is wrong, but the larger effort to heavily restrict or ban 
the RV population also is wrong and is getting out of hand.  The 
problem with quality of life issues in a place like Venice is that 
everybody's idea of a quality life is different. Venice is a haven for 
tolerating those differences and that tolerance should be preserved, 
including accepting the RV population.  Quality of life should not 
be determined solely by recently-opened businesses, million 
dollar-home owners or others in the vocal minority behind the 
crackdown.  However, as is pointed out, some quality of life 
ordinances are already on the books.  Prosecute those on a case-by-
case basis, using existing law, and stop the wider crackdown and 
proposed ban. A compromise that preserves the RV population is 
possible. 
Posted by: venetian | August 26, 2010 

 



 

* 
That's what you get when YOU KEEP THE 
HOMELESS...HOMELESS!  END ALL THE WORTHLESS 
PROGRAMS & GET THEM HOUSED...NOW! 
Posted by: August | August 26, 2010 
* 
The question is asked what should be done with RV Population in 
Venice. That's easy, they should be treated with equality.  In the 
U.S. Supreme Court Case Brown v. Board of Education, the Court 
found that one segment of our society is not inferior and another is 
not superior.  The Coastal Zone is not a typical neighborhood, it is 
a place everyone has the right to access in accordance with the 
Coastal Act.  The City would prefer to make this valuable 
community resource available only to residents in a way that infers 
superiority while we all continue to pay for it with our taxes.  The 
City leases Dockwieler State Park on a month to month basis, why 
not invite some of those who wish to visit the Coastal Zone to 
utilize the many empty parking lots under control of the City such 
as the one at the Venice Pier? 
Posted by: John Davis | August 26, 2010 at 11:40 AM 
* 
Why do places like Santa Monica, Venice, and Downtown have to 
bear the burden of the homeless, while La Canada, San Marino, 
Beverly Hills and others don't have to deal with the issue at all?  
Until the homeless population is shifted more equitably among all 
communities in the region, there will be smaller areas that are 
simply overwhelmed and other areas that are able to close their 
doors.   I never understood why the ACLU sues Santa Monica 
regularly about how it treats the homeless (which is by far the most 
humane of any city, and must have the highest ratio of homeless to 
resident in CA) but leaves Beverly Hills and other areas totally 
alone. 
 Posted by: yikes! | August 26, 2010 
* 
There really does need to be a place locally where RV's can 

 



 

properly empty their human waste. Once that exists, the anti-
dumping laws should be strictly enforced. BTW, this is not just a 
Venice problem.  We're more centrally located, and we have 
recurring problems with people dumping containers filled w/ urine, 
or urine itself into the gutter, or publically urinating or even 
defecating on the sidewalk. Its mostly from folks living in cars or 
vans, which don't have the luxury of the camper facilities.  The 
discouraging thing is, we have some folks living in vehicles who 
are quiet, clean and dispose of waste (human or otherwise) 
properly. Cleanliness and homelessness can co-exist. It's a choice, 
like littering.                                                                                                        
Posted by: Steve | August 26, 2010                                                                                                                                                                                                          
* 
For sure. Let's make sure the city of LA shares the burden equally, 
let's make sure there are RVs allowed to park in Brentwood and 
Encino too. Why is only Venice supposed to put up with this 
nuisance?  I wonder if there are any restrictions on parking an RV 
in front of Councilman Rosendahl's home? 
Posted by: Frixx | August 26, 2010 
* 
I lived in Venice for over 20 years. Loved it. Became very active in 
the community.  However, got fed up with all the problems and 
especially the way City of L.A. ignored them.  Moved to a 
neighboring area and enjoy the peace and quiet.  Recently house-
sat for a friend in Venice.  It was noisy day and night. People going 
through garbage cans.  Pollution.  No parking.  Fights and 
arguments.  Could not wait to get back to my `boring' 
neighborhood. Venice is a great place to visit, but glad I no longer 
live there.                                             
Posted by: Don | August 27, 2010  
* 
City Councilmember Bill Rosendahl managed to put measures 
through City Council to cure the problem after receiving 
complaints and credible research from Venice residents. But the 
California Coastal Commission stopped permit parking in Venice 

 



 

due to the pleas of a few politically well placed persons along with 
the gaggle of do-gooders and the usual "out-of-the-ordinary" folks 
who hangout in Venice.  The California Coastal Commission 
(except for the vote of one local member) should be taking the 
immediate blame for RVs being allowed to park at will in Venice 
whereas almost all other coastal zones employ permit parking. To 
say the least, it is discriminatory.  Furthermore, L.A. County 
Supervisors (who have a duty to safeguard health) and the state 
legislature should be taking control. Members of the state 
legislature send reps to Venice NC meetings where they must 
surely be aware of the RV and homeless problems. The legislators 
also have a grest deal to say about who serves on the California 
Coastal Commission. At this time it is almost impossible to curb 
the problem of homelessness due to outmoded state law and a 
political power system ruled from Washington.                                                                                          
Posted by: DeDe Audet | August 27, 2010  
* 
What crackdown has gone too far? It's 2:30pm Mon and the Venice 
streets are as crowded as ever with RV's.  From Washington, to 
Venice Blvd. to 3rd & Rose to County Beach lots & around the 
Oakwood Rec center.... and spotted all over & in between you will 
find these vehicles disobeying the law. There's no evidence of a 
crackdown. 
Posted by: 310Steve | August 30, 2010  
* 
When talking about RV's or the Homeless one first has to realize 
why they are there in the first place. It's very simple, it's Venice's 
largest employer(s)... Social Services Agencies... It is a Cottage 
Industry in Venice! Hey, there is a lot of money to be made in the 
business of Charity... Anyone audit these agencies to see how your 
donations and tax dollars are spent? There is a great incentive not 
only for the Homeless to be in Venice but also the "Businesses" 
that service them. Hey, in the good old days Politics meant Graft, 
Payola and bribery, today they do it perfectly legally by simply 
paying big salaries. Venice Social Service agencies are laughing all 

 



 

the way to the bank while the rest of us argue whether or not it's 
proper for folks to live in boxes with wheels in front of our homes.                                
Posted by: Venice Resident | August 30, 2010  
* 
Really John?  Equality?  This is a CRIME.  Quote as many A. vs. 
B. that you want... are you saying criminals deserve to not be 
treated as criminals, but equally as non criminals?  Get off your 
ACLU " let's feel sorry for everyone " boo hoo hoo party and wake 
up.  The majority of the RV party in Venice are anti-social 
transients who have safe harbor under the radar thanks to idiots 
like you who think it is ok to commit crimes at the expense of the 
health, welfare and quality of life of the local community.  The 
taxpaying residents of Venice are not obliged to tolerate or provide 
comfort for criminals The end.                   
Posted by: 90291 | August 28, 2010  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
© LA Times  
***************************************************** 
http://www.yovenice.com/forum/...er-issues/ 
 
6:53 pm  August 27, 2010  VBC   So RDRP is my term to refer to 
all of the efforts and issues we've addressed here related to the RVs 
and transients in Venice.  I was thinking that Yo! Venice! is a good 
forum with a majority of likeminded people on this issue. Could 
Bret from Yo! Venice! create a section on this website just 
dedicated to this issue.  It seems like there are several Blog posts 
on the Forum but nothing is in a single, collaborative, coordinated 
location.  There are a lot of people in Venice that would want to 
help fight for our rights, but they may not know anything about the 
issues and efforts to date.  Can we create a site where people can 
go and quickly and effectively learn about the issues.  For 
example, 
(1) laws already exist the prohibit people from living in their cars 
(LAMC 85.02) 
(2) LAPD is prevented from enforcing these laws against the RVs 

 



 

in Venice 
(3) The City Attorney will not press charges against these people 
(4) Rosendahl won't do anything to help the residents of Venice 
with this issue and only does things to make it worse.  This site 
could serve as a source to update residents on efforts related to 
Overnight parking restrictions, etc.  We could also brainstomr on 
things we could do to bring more attention to our efforts and/or 
embarassment to Rosendahl (ex: picketing in front of his office 
may get the attention of New and media).  I know we all have jobs, 
families. etc.   But Power in numbers right! 
* 
7:05 pm August 27, 2010   Redclem   what if we looked for 
solutions to the problem instead looking for problems to the 
solutions. Why wage a war on RV residents in Venice. the 
bohemians, the artist. They are not the problem. It's the real 
criminals you should worry about. But we all are different, and we 
need to find a place for everybody.. 
* 
7:14 pm  August 27, 2010   BostonDawna  REDCLEM YOU ARE 
A RV DWELLER 
* 
7:17 pm  August 27, 2010   yumadogg   I think I know which RV 
Redclem belongs to.  Keep getting him to type cuz I'll be able to 
hear ther click click click of the keyboard. 
* 
7:19 pm   August 27, 2010     bythec  Mr. Clam,  the problem is 
that living in your car/van/RV on the streets is illegal in LA and the 
law isn't enforced.  It's that simple. 
* 
7:25 pm August 27, 2010     VBC    The RV "residents" are not 
artists.  My husband is a musician, our best friend is an artist.  I am 
surrounded by wonderful, creative, hard-working artists in my life.  
They don't steal, cheat the system, impose on other hard-
working citizens.  I am too am out for a SOLUTION, but if the 
"government" doesn't allow citizens to enforce the laws that are 

 



 

there to protect us,  (speaks to the paranoia the ‘settled’ citizen 
has towards the Travelling citizen)  then we need to bring notice to 
the problem until something is done.  There are plenty of places in 
Los Angeles county. vacant lots and land that are not near 
neighborhoods, schools, grocery stores,, etc. where we can 
establish facilities.  People in Venice don't need to work all day to 
come home to trash and poop outside their house.  Or to drive 
around the block for an hour looking for a place to park b/c an RV 
is taking up three parking spaces (or you can't have friends over to 
visit because they can't find a place to park).  There is a problem 
and no other residents in any other city and/or district in LA 
County would tolerate such behavior.  I used to live next to 
Melrose several years back, and there was permit parking there so 
the residents didn't have to deal with the traffic and parking from 
people coming to shop there.  It's common sense of paying your 
fair share of property taxes…to be able to "live" and "park" 
where your home is just like everybody else in LA County.  And, I 
find dumping 100 gallons of human feces extremely criminal. You 
can get several diseases such as Hepatitis A, worms and other 
parasites, e coli to name a few...but we are all different… 
* 
7:35 pm  August 27, 2010    Claude Balls   VBC, I like RDRP as a 
title.   It is a great start. It really puts things in the right light.  
* 
7:36 pm August 27, 2010   Bret Venice Admin   
http://www.yovenice.com/forum/...er-issues/  
New forum section specifically for RV Issues. 
* 
7:54 pm August 27, 2010  Redclem    Boston Dawna you know 
what you are? I won’t sink to your ignorant name calling level. But 
did I just say I lived in venice for two years in a apartment on Six 
and Rose and was scammed out of my rent and deposit in an illegal 
lock out.  I did…I said it twice, so that makes you a total ..nope 
wont sink to your low level. You have your heart to deal with thats 
punishment enough.. You  believe what you want. even if it is not 
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true…and that makes you feel like your a  good person?? huh... Is 
that justice...naw...it's just hate...Didn't you move , maybe some of 
the other haters should follow your lead?? 
* 
7:59 pm August 27, 2010    VBC    Boston Dawna…do you know 
what you are...cause I do.  Your are AWESOME! 
* 
8:03 pm August 27, 2010   bythec   Mr. Clam,  you might want to 
go to the Spirit of Venice site-seems like they are more your world-
view and you might find some friends there.  You seem to find 
most of the people here to be "haters" and snobs because they work 
for a living and want to live in a community without street 
campers.  The folks that think we are haters are over here:   
http://spiritofvenice.wordpress.com/ Now go play with your new 
hippie friends and give us a break! 
* 
8:04 pm August 27, 2010  Bret  Venice Admin   VBC, I deleted 
your duplicate thread and moved the old one here as they had the 
same title .. too confusing . sorry to the one poster whos post 
accidentally got deleted .. that was not intentional. 
*  
HeirToRuin (heirtoruin) wrote in conservatism,   
@ 2010-08-12 11:28:00  
Port-o-Potties in Venice…So I just watched an RV dweller in 
Venice Beach, CA (who would otherwise be homeless) tell a 
reporter when asked about people urinating and defecating in the 
yards of Venice residents--- If they have enough money to pay 
$1200 a month for rent, then they can afford to get a port-o-potty 
for people to use.  When residents tried to have the overnight 
parking restricted, the California Coastal Commission denied their 
proposal, saying public access to the beach can't be restricted.   
Now, Venice is a pretty liberal area. If borders don't matter, and the 
state should accommodate people less fortunate... why the 
complaints? Why don't the residents just grow a heart and buy 
port-o-potties? 

 



 

* 
guest 2010-08-12 03:47 pm  
The less fortunate should do what dog walkers do: bring along zip 
lock bags to pick up the mess. 
* 
heirtoruin  2010-08-12 03:56 pm    Yeah, the city residents should 
install ziplock dispensers in their yards. 
*  
dexeron   2010-08-12 05:16 pm    So, is RV guy ok with random 
people just coming in his RV and taking his food? I mean, if he has 
enough money to have an RV, he can afford to get foor for people 
to eat, right?  I also declare all of his worldly possessions to be up 
for grabs. Dibs on his mp3 player (I need a new one since mine got 
stolen anyway.)  But more seriously: Affording $1200 a month rent 
is the new benchmark for "too rich?" That's like... the cheapest you 
can find a three bedroom apartment around here. A lot of the two 
bedrooms approach that. You're lucky to find ANY thing for rent 
lower than that.  I apparently need to move to Venice Beach, CA. 
* 
heirtoruin   2010-08-12 05:20 pm  Actually, one of the RV guys 
was throwing shit at the cameraman to keep him away.  And I 
imagine the guy was off by at least another $1000 on the monthly 
payment. He didn't seem too bright... I mean, hell he's taking 
dumps on people's lawns. 
*  
dexeron   2010-08-12 07:38 pm  It's a good thing this isn't 
happening in Texas. I'd love to see this play out in a place with 
Castle Laws. 
* 
typewriterking   2010-08-12 10:28 pm  YOU THINK THE 
SOLUTION IS TO SHOOT THEM?   11 

V jasolater   2010-08-12 11:55 pm  Maybe just wound them. 
* 

 



 

dexeron  2010-08-13 03:18 pm   OH NOES I MUST BE 
ADVOCATING VIOLENCE!!! 11eleventyones!!! 11! 
* 
jasolater  2010-08-12 11:56 pm Heh heh....I love Texas. Never 
gonna leave. 
* 
the_rukh  2010-08-12 06:29 pm   Or security cameras. The fact is 
that the parking can't be restricted, but that doesn't mean that they 
can't get people to follow the law and not piss in their yard. There 
is some obligation on the police to be checking around to catch 
people if it's a recurring problem. 
* 
melvin_udall  2010-08-12 08:22 pm   Please take your film to the 
police and demand they pursue the crapping bandits. Film their 
reaction and post to youtube. 
*  
the_rukh   2010-08-12 08:38 pm   I don't live in Venice Beach nor 
have a lawn that people crap on, but there's plenty of cases of 
someone bringing charges against someone after catching them on 
film committing a crime. It's not a strange thing to do. 
*  
melvin_udall   2010-08-12 08:44 pm   Don't be deliberately 
obtuse. You know the point I was making.  The police aren't going 
to do squat, pardon the pun.  Meanwhile you'll be lucky if you 
don't have your ass kicked while standing out there filming them 
crapping. 
* 
the_rukh  2010-08-12 08:53 pm   I'm not being obtuse, I simply 
don't see this as a special case. You identify a person and bring up 
charges. Happens all the time. Best case is they see your installed 
camera and move on anyways and the problem is diverted 
anyways. 
* 
melvin_udall   2010-08-12 09:21 pm  How do you identify the 
guy pissing on your lawn? 

 



 

*  
the_rukh    2010-08-12 09:45 pm   Camera that you installed. 
*  
melvin_udall   2010-08-12 09:47 pm  Now you have a video of a 
guy taking a piss.  What's his name?  Should they put out an alert 
for "guy who took piss?" 
* 
the_rukh   2010-08-12 10:05 pm   Generally the police are fairly 
familiar with homeless people in an area. 
* 
heirtoruin  2010-08-12 11:16 pm UTC (link)  Damn, might as 
well just buy the port-o-potty if the alternative is a video camera.  
Still, I'd rather take a dump on the lawn than a port-o-potty. Just 
sayin... 
* 
melvin_udall    2010-08-12 11:19 pm   The port a potty depends a 
lot on the clientele it serves. And it never hurts to have some spray 
cleaner on you. 
* 
jasolater   2010-08-13 12:01 am   Yeah, go to one of these outdoor 
music festivals here in Austin, you never know what you'll find in 
one of those things. I feel sorry for the women who have to use 
'em. 
* 
melvin_udall  2010-08-13 12:11 am    Yeah. Most of my 
experience has been in DC, and I know the tricks to finding the 
good ones. 
* 
starkruzr  2010-08-12 08:45 pm   Make a big enough stink about 
it (pun intended) and I bet you can get it to happen. 
* 
melvin_udall  2010-08-12 08:20 pm    The residents better be 
careful. If they keep raising a stir members of the group-former-
known-as-ACORN will come squat in their houses, and of course 
the media and other Liberals will say those rich evil bastards had it 

 



 

coming. 

V kharmii  2010-08-12 08:43 pm    -And you'd probably get 
sued if you set up booby-traps. If I caught some guy crapping in 
my yard, I'd want to shoot him right in his naked ass. It's bad 
enough I got school kids throwing pop cans and McDonalds bags 
in my yard. 
* 
the_rukh  2010-08-12 08:53 pm   You think the solution is to 
shoot them? 
* 
kharmii   2010-08-12 09:01 pm    You think that's what I said? 
* 
jasolater 2010-08-12 11:59 pm    If I caught some guy crapping in 
my yard, I'd want to shoot him right in his naked ass.  LOLOLOL!! 
* 
melvin_udall  2010-08-13 07:17 pm   It just occurred to me that 
an air rifle could provide no small amount of amusement. 
* 
About the Yo! Venice! Forum/Forum Timezone: 
America/Los_Angeles 
Forum Stats:  Groups: 8  Forums: 36  Topics: 4527  Posts: 
37063  c Simple:Press   
* 
Jesus effing christ. Here we go again.   Campers belong in a 
campground. 
1:09 pm  August 31, 2011 Venice stakeholders  Rialto Avenue 
Mobile Resident: 
You ask a legitimate question:  Where would I like to see those 
who are still squatting on Venice streets go? I would like to see all 
of them accept the services of PATH, as you have, and for them to 
get a voucher and to eventually get an apartment.  As you describe, 
some are not interested.  In either case, there is a law against 
lodging in vehicles and I would like to see the police to continue to 

 



 

enforce it.  We have heard (and seen) too many reports of vehicle 
dwellers dumping sewage or actually using residents' yards, 
carports, parkways and alleys behind residences as their latrines for 
me to accept your contention that there  are only a few who engage 
in this behavior.  I've seen the photos of guys stepping out of RVs 
on 5th Street to relieve themselves on the parkway.  The residents 
tell me they did it several times a day until construction fences 
were put up around the development being built on the Pioneer 
Bakery site that blocked parking on the curb there.  One of our 
supporters started the OPD effort after she saw a woman come out 
of an RV parked on Washington Boulevard and dump a bucket of 
human waste in her neighbor's front garden. Venice is not India, 
where farmers welcome their neighbors' waste as fertilizer for the 
fields.  We maintain a high level of sanitation that prevents a host 
of extremely debilitating diseases in 2nd and 3rd world nations.  
And we make every effort to prevent pathogens and bacteria from 
entering the ocean, which is a draw to millions each year.  I would 
also mention that the VNC Committee on Homelessness and 
Vehicular Occupation that I co-chaired recommended a program 
like the one that PATH is now implementing.  I support their 
efforts. I wish you well in finding an apartment.      Mark 
* 
3:18 pm August 31, 2011 mobile resident varies 
Mark, 
I don't condone the dumping of raw sewage in any way. Let me 
make that clear. Since you have photographic proof (supposedly), 
then why not call the police and report those individuals? Doesn't 
seem that difficult. You can have the perps arrested right away.  
Instead, you wish to paint an ugly picture with a broad brush. It's a 
form of propaganda. Of course you'd like to see them all get 
vouchers. Hell, if I gave you a magic wand I'm sure you'd love to 
wave it and make "them" all disappear.  The PATH process is not 
an easy one. Many of the handicapped homeless are suffering from 
mental illness. If they didn't start out mentally ill, being on the 
street long enough will make anyone crazy. Just look at me (lol, 

 



 

couldn't help myself. Yes, I love a good joke even at my own 
expense). But seriously dude, you need to stop looking at things as 
being so "black and white". Incarceration of the handicapped 
homeless is not a solution, it just perpetuates the cycle at greater 
expense to taxpayers. When they get out, where do you think 
they'll go? They go back to what they know, in 10 times worse 
shape than before.  Go out and try to talk to some of these people 
directly. Try to learn about some of their individual circumstances 
and needs. Try to see if there is some way you can help.  I'm not 
saying go out and hand out money or blankets. That's not real help 
either. I'm saying try and figure out what that person needs. If you 
could help ONE person, that would make a positive difference. My 
guess is you have the means to help many, but yet you choose to 
help the "stakeholders" at any and all costs. Let me use myself as 
an example. While going through the process, we were parked in 
NoHo with no tags or insurance. We got woken up one morning by 
LAPD. They checked out our identification and we explained to 
them that we were just a few weeks away from getting on our feet. 
Now just think about that for a moment. Had those cops followed 
the letter of the law, everything we owned could have been towed 
away. They could have arrested us and thrown us in jail. Lucky for 
us, they had good discretion. They were extremely nice and told us 
to go back to bed. Had they arrested us, we would have lost 
everything. We would have just barely missed our opportunity. Not 
only that, but technically we should have completed the program 
much sooner. The housing authority made a huge mistake rejecting 
us initially, which kept us in limbo twice as long as was necessary. 
Nearly cost us EVERYTHING over a stupid technicality. I doubt 
you can wrap your head around that. Just try to imagine being 
stuck on the side of the road in a vehicle you don't even have the 
means to move. No one to call. No bank account. No trust fund. 
Nada. Zilch. Lucie and I were extremely fortunate. We're slowly 
clawing our way out. There is no way we could have done it 
without help. Help from people who thought we were worth 
saving. No help from you. Every human being is worth saving. 

 



 

THIS ISN'T INDIA! We should have ZERO homeless! I can 
picture you standing there pointing your well-fed finger saying 
"Remove them! Have them removed at once! Look at my fairy tale 
yellow house, they don't belong in this picture! Remove them at 
once! I will change the laws! I'll sue!" Find a real solution. Find a 
way you can help. Look at what Brad did for me. That was REAL 
help. He knew I was in so much pain I couldn't think straight. Not 
only that, but it was a huge psychological boost. The feelings of 
despair vanishing because suddenly I felt like someone cared. I 
needed that more than anything, and it got me more motivated than 
I had been prior. I felt like someone thought I was worth it.  His 
action (and the actions of others) have enabled us to get on the 
right track. We just barely made it. It could have easily gone the 
other direction. Incarceration is perpetual homelessness.  So good 
luck with your OPD lawsuit. If you win I hope they build a big 
bronze statue of you to honor your legacy. "Remove them!"  
Scrutinize the intent. The intent is plain as day on this one. 
Removal of the homeless by any means necessary. 
* 
4:24 pm August 31, 2011 not native 
Be honest Mario. Without the stepped up enforcement of the 
existing law in LA and the OPD's (which by the way, are voted on 
by the individual residents, not Mark. Take it out on the majority 
that voted to get OPDs on their block) You'd still be living in a 
truck with expired plates and registration and not on the verge of 
moving into an actual home and on to hopefully, better things. You 
needed a kick in the ass. People were very polite and 
congratulatory to your post. Mark included. Drop the victim BS, 
stop throwing stones, move on with your life.  I'd continue to take 
Brad's advice and stay of Yo.  Campers belong in a campground. 
* 
5:19 pm  August 31, 2011 dig dug Abbot Kinney and Venice Blvd. 
Everyone knows what everyone thinks on this topic and no one is 
going to change any minds. let's tilt towards the future and not at 
windmills.. unless of course we are talking about green energy ;-) 

 



 

* 
6:47 pm August 31, 2011 mobile resident varies 
Not Native, 
STFU. I have as much right to post my thoughts here as you do. 
Don't like it? Kiss my ass and don't read my posts. My thoughts are 
as valid as anyone's.  You have no idea what you're saying. The 
only reason I let my insurance and tags lapse was because I had to 
spend a ton of cash to get the Chevy 2 road worthy and legal. 
Spending $500 to make the RV legal would have felt like going 
backwards at that point, since I knew it was going away. Perhaps I 
could have remained a vehicle dweller. I did it well. I enjoyed it 
when I had adequate income to support it. I believe it should be 
one's right to live in their own vehicle. Especially in a vehicle 
designed to be lived in. But the deciding factor for me was the fact 
that I need to pay attention to Lucie's needs and wants. If I was 
alone, most likely I'd still be there fighting. But for me, it's not just 
about me anymore. This is a topic I care deeply about. I'm looking 
for the "win/win" here. To see homeless people on the street 
surrounded by so much abundance makes me sick. If everyone 
took the time to help ONE other person other than themselves, 
homelessness could be a thing of the past.  I don't give a sh!t if 
99.999 percent of Venice supports Mark's agenda. It doesn't make 
it correct. BEING POOR SHOULD NOT BE A CRIME.   Do you 
think the police were wrong not to arrest us and tow our vehicle? I 
don't. I think they did the right thing. But it made me realize that 
perhaps some have not been as lucky.  But here's something else to 
think about. Getting rid of every single RV will have close to zero 
impact on crime and pollution in Venice. The RVs were not your 
biggest problem, they just became the biggest target. Your crime 
might actually increase.  But it was never about that. It's been 
about the unsightly blight that decreases property values.  Now, the 
new target is the handicapped homeless. That is so fricken sad. The 
PATH program isn't possible for everyone. There is certain criteria 
that must be met. For instance, Lucie just got approved for her 
disability payments. So if you're handicapped without an income, 

 



 

you will not qualify. This is just one example of how some of them 
may be falling through the cracks.  WE NEED TO SEEK MORE 
SOLUTIONS!  Regardless, I will come back to see if I can find 
anyone on the street I can assist somehow, however I can. 
Sometimes just talking with someone can become a tipping point. I 
feel a need to give back somehow, to express my gratitude for the 
help I received. Back when we were there, I helped quite a few less 
fortunate homeless despite being homeless myself. You'd be 
surprised at how much you can actually do. Try it. It feels good.  
Have you done anything to help besides signing the OPD petition? 
Tell us about one homeless person that you helped in a significant 
way. Let's inspire others. The issue is PEOPLE, not PROPERTY 
VALUES. I NEVER thought this could happen to me. If it 
happened to me, I'm convinced it could happen to almost anyone. 
If it's legal to sleep on the sidewalk, it should be legal to seek the 
shelter and safety of one's vehicle. You may say I'm a dreamer, but 
I'm not the only one. 
* 
8:05 pm August 31, 2011 rickgarvey Horizon between Main and 
Riviera 
But hey MR, I am very interested to hear first-hand how the 
process works out as you jump through the hoops, so I hope you do 
keep posting. 
* 
8:32 pm August 31, 2011 birdy 
@mobile resident said:  “If I was alone, most likely I'd still be 
there fighting.”   
No MR, you would still be there braking the law 
 * 
8:29 am 
September 1, 2011 mobile resident varies 
Birdy, you crack me up. I'll bet that back in the day you would 
have been one of the people saying "How dare Rosa Parks break 
the law!" Because after all, the law is the law, right? I haven't 
visited Yo in a while, but tell me something, have you EVER 

 



 

contributed a worthwhile comment or idea? All I've ever seen from 
you are these dumb remarks and stupid pictures.  BTW, it's not 
"braking" it's "breaking".  Got 3 appointments today and I'm super 
excited about 2 of them. We really can't wait! One of the owners 
was Armenian and Lucie spoke to them in Armenian, so I felt like 
that was a big plus. I speak only English and Russian.  Thank you 
Rick for all the encouragement! You're support is greatly 
appreciated! Thank you for all you do, you make a difference! 
* 
2:30 pm September 1, 2011 birdy 
MR, Rosa Parks you are not. So please don't insult the memory of 
a fine civil rights leader, by comparing your scamming the welfare 
system. You can run your scrams on the Paths and everyone else. It 
all boils down to the facts. You are a lazy bum who figured out a 
way not to work. Get paid for smoking pot. Take advantage of the 
welfare system, at the expense of others who are far more 
deserving and less fortunate  than you. To top it off, you rub our 
nose's in it. 
* 
5:19 pm September 1, 2011 not native 
mobile resident screamed: 
They told me that it really isn't a "program". What they said was, 
that PATH is simply a "conduit" to other services. In other words, 
they are middle men who point people in the right direction. This 
was his exact words. "Middlemen".  They gave us chips, soda, and 
some cheap soaps. The soda wasn't even cold. That was almost 2 
months ago.  So let me get this straight. $750,000 and you're the 
official "conduit"? I don't think that's what the taxpayers had in 
mind. I got your "conduit" right here. Any ideas on how to expose 
this bogus "program"?  Good thing the folks at PATH don't read 
Yo.  Campers belong in a campground. 
* 
11:55 am September 5, 2011 mobile resident  varies 
@ Not Native,  I told the people at PATH about my posts here. I 
told them exactly how I felt every step of the way. Not in a 

 



 

disrespectful way, but in an honest way. I let them know up front 
that I was giving the program a fair shake and that I was reporting 
my findings in an objective way to the readers of Yo. There's 
nothing wrong with that. There was nothing wrong with reporting 
that my initial impressions were not positive. I'm not "two faced", I 
said the same things to them. They ended up coming through for 
us, calling us "model clients". You try way too hard to find 
"discrepancies". Stop assuming. You seem to do that a lot.   @  
Birdy. I make no apologies for using any and all available help to 
change my situation. That is exactly why the services are there. I'm 
using available help for their intended purpose. I view it all as 
stepping stones to get us where we need to be. Would you not do 
everything in your power to provide the best quality of life you can 
for your family? Quoting my entire post just to post one of your 
dumb pictures is so stupid and pointless. Is that all you know how 
to do?  Sorry you have a problem with someone who is trying to 
improve his situation. 
* 
8:58 pm  September 5, 2011 birdy  Edited by Admin. 
Birdy, unless you know the guy personally, what you have put 
forth is conjecture. 
* 
9:23 pm September 5, 2011 mobile resident 
Varies  Hmmmmm... Maybe the lame pictures actually work out 
better for you. 
* 
9:44 am September 6, 2011  Heidi 
Back from a fantastic vacay and a break from the ridiculousness 
that is Venice.  Mario - I think it's terrific that you guys are taking 
this opportunity to move into a home and are taking proactive steps 
to change your lives. Plus, I'm really appreciative that you're 
willing to come back to Venice and help other people who were in 
a situation similar to what your WAS. I think your voice will be 
really helpful.  Lastly, here's my personal plea: can we please set 
aside our differences about this program, PATH, RV-living, 

 



 

homelessness, etc. and just take a moment to recognize that Mario 
and Lucie have made fantastic strides. Rather than fighting to stay 
on the streets of Venice, they are getting themselves off the streets 
and are volunteering to help get others off the streets of Venice as 
well. This is great news for EVERYONE in Venice. 
 
***************************************************** 
Date: 2010-10-13, 3:21AM 
OriginalURL: 
http://losangeles.craigslist.org/wst/pol/2003606049.html 
 
Just got off the phone with a friend. I had seen her in tears walking 
down the street the other day. She said the LAPD with the school 
had given her son a new used bike. She took the old bike off the 
RV bike rack and put the new one on. Within a couple of hours the 
police gave her a ticket saying they could not see the lic. plate. 
Having a bad cold and being handi-cap she did not get it fixed 
right away so they gave her another ticket. She said I don’t have 
any money for tickets.  Tonight she called wanting to know if I 
would take care of her dog. Her voice cracked as she tried to talk 
and she said the police came today and wrote all over the RV tires 
LAPD in permanent yellow marker. It doesnt wash off with 
anything. She told them street cleaning was tomorrow and 
everyone was moving any way. An hour later parking informant 
came to do the same thing. Two police officers on bikes came late 
asking for ID and telling her to go somewhere else. Around 10pm 
police on bikes were running up and down the streets. Police cars 
with spot lights and yellow lights running across the top going up 
and down the streets checking each vehicle to rid Venice of 
women, children and families like an infestation of rats.  Rats in a 
house, Mark Rayvacs house.   She said you could hear and see the 
joy of the police officers enjoying the hunt. She said she had to 
hide her daughter and her new grandchild in a truck in fear like the 
jews and the nazies.  She said when her daughter was afraid to 
sleep in the RV she had thought she was being too upset but 
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tonight this wed. morning. She was glad her beautiful grandbaby 
was safely hidden. She said she watched the lights down the street 
at a tow truck as they took a women away and her van.   The police 
had told her their orders were if they find you in a vehicle they 
were to ticket, tow, arrest for (Los Angeles Municipal Code) 85.02. 
At 2am she said she was going to try to rest but if they found her 
tonight would I take good care of her dog that she so dearly loved. 
She hung up after saying sweet dreams and I will pray I make it 
through the night. 
***************************************************** 
NEEDS LINK!!! 
An RV Dweller's Perspective  by Paul M. J. Suchecki  
November 16, 2010 
 
He may live in his vehicle, but that doesn't mean he can't be a good 
Venice neighbor.  I first met him at my gym. I learned that he was 
an accomplished photographer who graduated from CalArts and 
got his M.A. from Cal State Fullerton. He had exhibited in local 
galleries and at the Abbot Kinney Library.  He was also a gymnast 
who in his late 50s still worked out on the Venice Beach rings, 
which prompted me to include him in my documentary Reverse 
Aging Now. It wasn't until the day that I captured footage of Rich 
Mann that I learned that he was homeless.  From the time Mann 
turned 16 in 1960, he has lived in his vehicle.  Mann is a 
gentleman who understands that simply living in an RV can 
exasperate Venice residents, who have invested their life savings in 
homes in our eclectic community.  "Residing in an RV, and the 
mobile-migratory lifestyle, is often a relatively misunderstood 
privilege that is overly criticized by the general public," Mann 
said.  He recognizes that vehicle dwellers occupy a unique niche. 
"Just because RVs on the street are exempt and excluded from high 
rents, mortgages, land taxes, and the ball and chain of upkeep and 
property maintenance, doesn't mean that the RV subculture is 
immune from personal responsibilities," he said.  Mann 
acknowledges that his fellow RV dwellers aren't blameless. "Some 

 



 

RVs might appear to be real eyesores, and their owners may 
commit misdemeanor vandalism, litter, etc," he said. "If they are 
guilty, they should be cited and prosecuted."  Mann makes a point 
of not parking near other RV dwellers. He also respects the wishes 
of locals. "When it comes to structure dwellers' requests, I have 
always honored their wishes or moved on. Why wear out a 
welcome?" he said.  Still Mann urges a toning down of  heated 
rhetoric. "When dealing with an RVer, be as empathetic as 
possible," he advised. "A kind word might be a sufficient solution."  
As somebody who lives at the curb, Mann says he's been actively 
involved in deterring a number of street crimes including rape, 
robbery and burglary. He makes the point that just because he lives 
in his vehicle doesn't make him any less a Venice neighbor. 
                                                                  
COMMENTS              
8:26am on Tuesday, November 16, 2010  Sara Catania 
Thanks for this perspective on a Venice RV dweller. It would be 
great to hear from others who live in their RVs in Venice. Share 
your stories - and photos-- here. 
*                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
11:42am on Wednesday, November 17, 2010    Monique                                                                                                                   
I'm sure that if all the RV dwellers were like Rich there would not 
be a problem. Too many are not considerate and the recent 
dumping case proved that. The City Attorney's decision to dump 
the case for a slap on the wrist also made things harder for 
residents to insist that RV dwellers act more civilly towards others. 
* 
6:47pm on Saturday, November 20, 2010    Richard Mann 
It would be great Sara, Thanks. We should have regular dances for 
the general public to get to know each other. Santa Barbara does it.  
Take care, 
*                                                                                                               
10:46am on Sunday, January 16, 2011   Todd von Hoffmann 
I'd like to think Art regrets his cheap shot at Bret but his use of the 
word "roomer" leaves me in doubt. Thanks to Patch and our VNC 

 



 

President Linda Lucks for these comments. Rich is indeed a Venice 
treasure (we have an amazing panoramic from him too) -- and he's 
not alone obviously among the "mobile migratory". Bret and 
YoVenice are huge benefits to Venice as well though the 
anonymous blogging is a gutless & pointless phenom that 
contributes zip. We also have thoughtless & criminal deadbeats 
that are a threat to our family & friends.  Bill Rosendahl & Co 
have the monster task of trying to find some lawful & 
compassionate fix and will naturally be criticized by both camps 
regardless.  The social, cultural, and financial diversity are what set 
Venice apart. With that comes an extra level of risk but also 
empathy for those less fortunate -- praise to those who keep up that 
fight.  If you're spending an inordinate amount of your energy 
blowing out your spleen against these qualities then Venice-of-
America may not be for you. 
* 
5:47am on Wednesday, January 12, 2011   art jones 
Very refreshing perspective on the RV dewellers and the struggles 
they endure on a daily basis. Unlike the information that comes out 
of that hater site YO! VENICE or YO! BRET the leader of and 
biggest hater of all.  
  *                                                                                                                  
7:43pm on Wednesday, January 12, 2011     Ramona Mayon                                                                   
I have been living on wheels since 1993.  I have raised 5 kids this 
way.  Two are Marines (one just got back from Afghanistan).  We 
live in San Francisco and endure much abuse for our lifestyle.  I 
love my home.  http://freethegypsy.ramonamayon.com -- - -- there 
I describe (in depth) what it's like to endure efforts to be segregated 
by a City that prides itself on being the most tolerant in the land.  I 
have become steadily more bitter about this torture and am 
planning litigation (pro per -- because no considers what gypsies 
suffer to be a worthwhile suit)  in an attempt to overthrow this 
oppression.   I intend to base my argument that the municipal law 
that puts signs on the street stating Habitation of a Vehicle 
prohibited punishable by up to $1000 fine and/or 6 months in jail 

 



 

are unconstitutional because the  CALIFORNIA CONSTITUTION 
in ARTICLE 1  DECLARATION OF RIGHTS   SECTION 1.  All 
people are by nature free and independent and have inalienable 
rights.  Among these are enjoying and defending life and liberty, 
acquiring, possessing, and protecting property, and pursuing and 
obtaining safety, happiness, and privacy.  How can I be a criminal 
for  using my property?  
 *                                                                                                          
9:31am on Wednesday, February 16, 2011     Diane 
When you use it on land owned and managed by a City or County 
which by due process of law and local elections have implemented 
codes and ordinances for that area.  I can have a dog off leash in 
some cities, and not in others.  A loose interpretation of that 
constitution can easily be defeated by walking out your door in any 
sizable city where the community has grown and specifically 
decided and voted on policies and laws that are appropriate for 
their area.  Like you said yourself, if you want to base your 
argument on municipal LAW - the local people that implemented 
that law via their voting structure and their entitled rights and 
process to implement specific things in their area have decided you 
can't do what you are doing there.  The declaration of rights isn't 
going to help you, just like it won't let me keep an elephant in my 
back yard.  Wake up. 
 *                                                                                                                     
10:18am on Wednesday, February 16, 2011   Todd von Hoffmann 
Remember Ramona - there's no situation so hopeless that a good 
attorney can't make worse.  I empathize but D. Duffy is right of 
course - save yourself and others from more needless litigation 
with that argument.  But hell, no backyard elephants?! Now I'm 
pissed. 
                                                                                                                   
© Paul M. J. Suchecki  
***************************************************** 
November 16, 2010      URGENT: According to a local activist:  
"The `angry mob' groups have a letter campaign going in support 

 



 

of the police crack down and against St. Joseph's Center (that helps 
the homeless).  Please counter it with letters in support of St. 
Joseph's and against the police siege of Venice against people in 
RV's." please go here to read more and send your letter to the 
officials concerned.  Or cut and paste this link into your web 
browser: 
http://www.change.org/benefitnetwork/petitions/view/stop_the_att
ack_on_homeless_rv_dwellers_in_venice            THANK YOU!                      
(mentions the 52 arrests but not their number) 
***************************************************** 
Letter circulated by WATCHDAWG about the 52 RV dwellers’ 
arrests and the loss of their homes and property  (the all-capitals is 
the Watchdawg’s doing, not mine)     
 
PLEASE LET THE AUTHORITIES KNOW THAT YOU ARE 
VERY HAPPY WITH THE ADDITIONAL ENFORCEMENT OF 
EXISTING LAWS ABOUT PEOPLE LIVING ON OUR 
STREETS AND IN PARKING LOTS IN RVs (Ord. 85.02) - IT IS 
VERY IMPORTANT TO LET THEM KNOW THAT WE ARE 
CONTENT WITH THE ADDITIONAL ENFORCEMENT AND 
THE IMPROVEMENT THAT WE SEE IN OUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD. WE HAVE BEEN ASKING TO STOP 
VENICE FROM BEING THE SOCIAL EXPERIMENT OF 
WEST LA AND BRING IT UP TO THE SAME LEVEL OF 
SANITY AS THE REST OF THE WESTSIDE... 
 
Please email the people listed below - a sample letter from 
neighbor, Richard Myers, is below the email addresses: 
THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT TO CONTINUE THE CLEANUP 
OF OUR STREETS THAT IS IN PROGRESS. 
These folks deserve our praise and thanks - write them today... 
Councilman Bill Rosendahl, CD11 Venice Deputy Arturo Piña, 
LAPD Captain John Peters, Theresa Skinner, Peggy Thusing, City 
Attorney Carmen Trutanich, Jane Usher Chief of Staff, 
Neighborhood Prosecutor Claudia Martin, Mayor Antonio 
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Villaraigosa, Larry Frank, Supervisor's Deputy Flora Gil Krisiloff  
 
SAMPLE LETTER:   I wanted to thank everyone who was 
involved in the arrest of the owner of the RV dweller lodging at 6th 
and Rose Ave. next to the Venice Family Clinic. I live on that block 
and that huge RV has been there in the same spot for at least a 
week up on jacks. I also found it ironic that the owner had a 
handicap license plate AND a bicycle on the trailer - please I hope 
someone investigates whether the owner was legally entitled to 
those handicap plates. I am happy to see these blatant violators 
of 85.02 finally being arrested.    Thanks for your continued 
concern about our little piece of Paradise.     Rick Feibusch     
Venice WatchDawg                           
***************************************************** 
http://www.dailykos.com/story/2010/12/01/924691/-A-Death-in-
Venice  
                         A Death in Venice 
 
They found Jimmy James  dead in his van on Rose Ave in Venice, 
CA about 10:30am today. Ibrahim said he first noticed something 
was wrong when he saw the van got a parking ticket on Monday. 
He said that wasn't like Jimmy to fail to move the van and allow 
himself to be ticketed like that. He became more concerned when 
he saw the ticket still on the van on Tuesday.   This morning he got 
Jimmy's friends Johnny and Joann and they went to investigate. 
They found Jimmy's body in the van and judging by the smell, he 
had probably been dead for some time. The last time anyone 
remembers seeing him was on Sunday night. They looked around 
for his cell phone so they could call a relative. Johnny said he use 
to call his mother every day. Then they called 911.  
 
Jimmy was 58 years old and we know that he was on medication 
for a heart condition. He was a sign painter who had painted many 
of the signs around Venice. Other than that, I can tell you little 
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about him. Venice Neighborhood Council member Ivonne Guzman 
has just talked to well known Venice photographer Dave Healey 
who is sure he has pictures of Jimmy and will get them to me this 
evening when he returns to Venice. When I get them, I will post 
them here. Indigenous people use to believe the camera could steal 
your soul, I believe it can preserve your soul in the sense of 
presenting you after you've passed. I want you to see the man that 
died.  Ibrahim is preparing a Memorial, Venice Style, for Jimmy on 
the beach using a big white drum that Jimmy gave him as the 
centerpiece as I write this.  I never knew Jimmy very well, but his 
van regularly parked on Rose Ave just across from the Digital 
Domain studio a couple of blocks from my apartment. He parked 
along their fence because they didn't complain. Sometimes I would 
see him as I was walking down Rose, sitting in his van with the 
side door open. We would always greet each other and a few times 
actually said a few words but I don't believe I ever even got his 
name.  It is much too early for a coroner's report and we don't have 
a clue as to the cause of death, but because of the LAPD sweeps to 
arrest anyone caught living in their vehicles, Jimmy couldn't sit in 
there with the door open anymore. He had to stay cooped up in that 
dark and airless van the way they found him. I can't help but 
wonder if that, together with the growing police harassment he was 
being subjected to, didn't contribute to his death.  Another Venice 
friend, Eden, found out about Jimmy's death a harder way. She saw 
the tow truck towing Jimmy's van. She assumed it was simply a 
part of the campaign to rid Venice of the homeless [see yesterday's 
diary] and was first relieved when the tow truck driver told her that 
Jimmy hadn't been arrested. Did he know his van was being 
towed? He won't be needing his van, the tow truck driver told her. 
Oh. no she responded. Jimmy definitely needs his van. He won't be 
needing it, the tow truck driver said, because he's dead. When the 
women burst into tears, the driver then tried to comfort her.  Jimmy 
James lived in Venice for seventeen years. Rest in Peace Jimmy 
James 
 

 



 

UPDATE: Memorial for Jimmy James at Dudley and Ocean Walk,  
Venice, CA Dec. 4, 2010     We now know his legal name was 
James Hunter.  
***************************************************** 
http://www.argonautnewspaper.com/articles/2010/12/02/news__fea
tures/top_stories/2v.txt  
 Venice: Residents living in vehicles file federal lawsuit  
    alleging they have been targets of city enforcement 
 
                              BY VINCE ECHAVARIA 
                   Wednesday, December 1, 2010 3:46 PM PST 
 
While efforts are underway to curb effects of RVs and other 
oversize vehicles lining the streets of Venice and other Westside 
areas, several individuals living in their vehicles have filed a 
federal lawsuit alleging that they have been targeted for 
enforcement because they are homeless and are exempt from city 
parking restrictions.  The Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles, 
Santa Monica attorney Carol Sobel and two other law firms filed 
the lawsuit for injunctive relief on behalf of vehicular homeless 
individuals in Venice, alleging that the city of Los Angeles has 
violated the plaintiffs' Fourth, Fifth and 14th Amendment rights. 
The plaintiffs are all longtime residents of Venice who say that 
either illness or economic misfortune caused them to lose their 
homes.  The lawsuit, filed in U.S. District Court Nov. 23, charges 
that the Los Angeles Police Department has targeted vehicles in the 
area for selective enforcement on the basis that the owners are 
homeless and park on public streets. Some of the plaintiffs allege 
in the complaint that the police department has conducted traffic 
stops of their vehicles to issue citations for minor problems such as 
a turn signal that is kept on.  In addition, the lawsuit accuses the 
LAPD of enforcing parking laws against the plaintiffs, who are 
exempted from such restrictions because their vehicles have 
disability placards or license plates. Police and parking 
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enforcement employees have told plaintiffs that they must enforce 
the parking laws regardless of whether the vehicles are exempt due 
to disability plates, the plaintiffs claim.  “In the city's blind rage 
against the homeless in Venice they've decided to intentionally 
target and ticket people who have disabled plates and placards and 
are parking where they are legally allowed to park,” Sobel said. 
“Consistently across the board, (the plaintiffs) have been told by 
police that they are not getting slack just because they are 
disabled.” Under the law, vehicles with disabled plates or placards 
are exempt from parking restrictions unless no one can park in the 
spot such as a red zone, Sobel noted. The exemptions would also 
apply to the oversize vehicle law, which was recently passed by the 
Los Angeles City Council and allows residents to petition for 
restrictions banning the overnight parking of vehicles taller than 6 
feet or longer than 22 feet.  The law was approved as the city has 
been trying to address an ongoing problem of RVs parking on 
Venice streets for extended periods with residents concerned about 
health and environmental impacts. One effort has been to establish 
a program where vehicle owners, who will be displaced by the 
oversize restrictions and meet certain qualifications, can park 
safely overnight in lots as they transition into housing.  The lawsuit 
additionally alleges that the defendants have engaged in unlawful 
conduct aimed at deterring and preventing the plaintiffs from 
traveling or parking on public streets and in beach parking lots, as 
well as threatened them with arrest if they are present in Venice.  
“It clearly violates their right to travel as well,” Sobel alleged of 
the city's actions.  “They're criminalizing (the plaintiffs') mere 
presence in the city.” 
 
City attorney spokesman Frank Mateljan said the office has not yet 
been officially served with a copy of the lawsuit. While city 
attorneys are aware of the filing, Mateljan said they have declined 
to comment until they have reviewed the complaint.  Venice 
Community Housing Corporation Executive Director Steve Clare 
said he is “discouraged and saddened by the approach the city is 

 



 

taking” to address the issue of vehicular homelessness, adding that 
many of the RVs have been pushed to surrounding neighborhoods 
like Mar Vista.  “This hasn't solved our problem. The city is not  
coming to grips with this fundamental issue and it needs to,” Clare 
said.  Clare and others have been concerned for some time that 
people with disabilities would be targeted under the city's parking 
enforcement, and he noted that the lawsuit emphasizes an alleged 
campaign of harassment by police with regards to the disabled. But 
resident Mark Ryavec, who has advocated for implementing 
overnight parking restrictions, rejected the claim that disabled 
people in vehicles are being targeted.  “I think it's the reverse; it's 
not that they're targeting folks, it's that there are so many who do 
have disabled placards, and in many cases illegally,” said Ryavec, 
president of the Venice Stakeholders Association.  Ryavec said he 
believes police are acting within their duties by citing people who 
are violating Municipal Code 85.02, which prohibits people from 
sleeping in their vehicles.  “My impression is that the police are 
completely in their bounds in citing folks who are violating 85.02,” 
he said.   
 
Claiming that many of the disabled placards displayed in vehicles 
are fraudulent, Ryavec took issue with the disabled placards being 
exempt from the oversize parking restrictions.  “For me it's an 
oxymoron to allow the placards to be exempted from the (oversize 
law). The point is to get the vehicles off the street and free up 
parking for the residents,” he said.  City Councilman Bill 
Rosendahl did not have a chance to review the lawsuit and 
declined to comment on the specific allegations, but said the city 
has been “very sensitive” to dealing with concerns on the disabled 
exemptions. In regards to addressing the ongoing issue of people 
living in their vehicles, the councilman said he has tried to find a 
balanced approach with the safe overnight parking program and 
the oversize vehicle law.  “I'm finding a balanced, delicate 
approach,” Rosendahl said. “It started with the vehicles to homes 
program, and we're now doing an inventory of those folks to see 

 



 

who wants to participate.”  Though he did not speak directly to the 
lawsuit accusations, Rosendahl said he is pleased with the support 
he has received from LAPD Chief Charlie Beck and the Pacific 
division in handling the challenging homelessness issues of his 
district.  “I'm very proud of how the LAPD has been operating, the 
councilman said. “They've shown extremely sensitive leadership 
on a very critical issue.” 
COMMENTS 
Venice Beach Press wrote on Sep 30, 2011 7:19 AM: 
“ I can personally say that Mark Ryavic, Bill Rosendahl and the 
Pacific Division all play the wrong role in this mess. Homeless 
people should be accepted and helped. Instead, Ryavec, Rosendahl 
and others float around sick propaganda to further their agenda of 
gentrifying Venice. This might make developers, land owners and 
Bill R's campaign contributors happy, but it also divides the 
community, bankrupts poor people and creates hatred amoungst 
neighbors. We should all help one another, not selectively enforce 
parking laws to hurt handicapped AND homeless folks. I think it's 
a shame Mark Ryavic and Rosendahl act the way they do. I asked 
Ryavec when the Venice Stakeholder Association meetings were 
and he said "We don't hold public meetings. It's all online" What a 
joke I say. Bill Rosendahl is wasting close to $700,000 on a stupid 
program that doesn't park one RV in Venice. Once again Bill is 
wasting money and yet he continues to try to find ways to tax us 
more at the city council level. Bill also will probably go along with 
the mayor on the new sign ordinance which will allow BIG FAT 
ELECTRICAL BILLBOARDS to lighten up your neighborhood at 
night and create more car accidents in intersections. Way to go 
Bill!” 
* 
Andy Mc wrote on Dec 19, 2010 6:16 PM: 
" I just don't understand why the beach parking (which is otherwise 
closed from about 10pm-5am) is not being used as a place to park 
RVs overnight. I guess I have a NIMFY (not in my front yarD) 
feeling myself. Please let homeless RVers park at the beach 

 



 

overnight. " 
* 
Paul Troon wrote on Dec 3, 2010 2:10 PM: 
"This lawsuit is frivolous and meant only to enrich the Social 
Services cartels and lawyers that have for so long worked to 
perpetuate lawlessness in Venice. They have trained RV dwellers 
on how to avoid tickets for illegally parking and now expect to win 
in court some sort of pass on laws that every other vehicle must 
abide by. People who live in Venice know that most of these RVs 
with disabled placards or plates are driven by able bodied people 
many with bikes and surf boards strapped to the back. Why does 
this problem exist in Venice and not Encino? Because it's a 
lifestyle choice. " 
* 
Richard Feibusch wrote on Dec 3, 2010 10:32 AM: 
" So is the intention here to sue the City of LA to stop enforcing 
laws in the Venice neighborhood of the City so freeloaders in buses 
and vans can live in front of resident's homes and fill the beach 
parking lots, intended for locals and tourists to access the 
Boardwalk, with RVs? Who do these people think that they are and 
why do they think that they deserve this?  And why is this being 
promoted and administrated by a local nonprofit social service 
business that derives funding for helping the homeless in Venice. 
More homeless = more funding...CASE CLOSED - " 
* 
Westside Steve wrote on Dec 2, 2010 2:24 PM: 
" The vast majority of Venetians are greatful to Commissioner 
Rosendahl and the LAPD Pacific division for the recent increase in 
staffing in Venice. The lawsuit itself is very telling: shouldn't this 
exemption apply to all of the city and county of Los Angeles? ...of 
course not, it is a boldfaced attempt to turn our community into an 
unhealthy, sewage and trash strewn slum in order to assure grants 
to a few social services agencies. They even want to ban MOVING 
VIOLATIONS! -claiming the plaintiffs whould not held 
accountable to any traffic laws: I can not imagine a Judge would 

 



 

grant an injunction permitting raw anarchy.  85.02 is an 
enivironmental protection law, not a law about parking. Having 
huge busses and double-length RV's parked in residential 
neighborhoods is not a sustainable answer to homelessness 
anywhere, and destroys residential neighborhoods with rotting, 
decayed hulks, untreated sewage which runs directly into waters 
shared by all Angelenos (The Rose Ave beach area went from an A 
grade to a D grade since the RV fleet upped its masses). For those 
who pass judgement from outside Venice, I say you would NEVER 
put up with this in your neighborhood, and neither should 
Venetians. " 
* 
venicepower wrote on Dec 2, 2010 12:29 PM: 
" While resident Ryavec's dark mastery of the art of implication 
has been shared by many a madman throughout history, the 
conundrum here is that a group of perfectly decent Venice 
stakeholders could continue to be fooled by the bigoted artifice of 
a "guilty until proven innocent" cleansing campaign. But our 
system is strong, and false arguments are ringing weaker now. 
When the noxious smoke being blown by Messrs. Ryavec and 
Rosendahl clears, when the city's abuse of LAPD's rightful role to 
enforce the law ceases, our constitution will prevail - but not until 
after these gentlemen's actions cause more wasteful damage and 
unnecessary pain.  
* 
vandwellerdiary wrote on  December 28, 2010 at 6:56 pm 
Very similar to the situation we had here in the UK back in the 
1980s, google BATTLE OF THE BEAN FIELD, you will see what 
i mean.  peace and good luck. remember,  THE WHOLE WORLD 
IS WATCHING. 
***************************************************** 
http://la.curbed.com/archives/2010/12/in_a_switch_venice_rvers_f
ile_lawsuit_against_city.php 
        Venice: Residents living in vehicles file federal lawsuit  
          alleging they have been targets of city enforcement 

 



 

                  Thursday, December 2, 2010, by Dakota Smith 
 
While the residents living in RVs in Venice have long been a target 
of the neighborhood, and the city, now they’ve filed a lawsuit 
against the city, alleging their Fourth, Fifth and 14th Amendment 
rights have been violated. And they’re being represented by Carol 
Sobel, the same attorney repping those Hollywood Blvd super 
heros. The lawsuit was filed last week. Via The Argonaut: ”The 
plaintiffs are all longtime residents of Venice who say that either 
illness or economic misfortune caused them to lose their homes.  
The lawsuit, filed in U.S. District Court Nov. 23, charges that the 
Los Angeles Police Department has targeted vehicles in the area 
for selective enforcement on the basis that the owners are homeless 
and park on public streets. Some of the plaintiffs allege in the 
complaint that the police department has conducted traffic stops of 
their vehicles to issue citations for minor problems such as a turn 
signal that is kept on.  In addition, the lawsuit accuses the LAPD of 
enforcing parking laws against the plaintiffs, who are exempted 
from such restrictions because their vehicles have disability 
placards or license plates.” 
 
COMMENTS 
guest  12/02/10 11:11 AM 
Does the Obama administration handle local matters in Venice too? 
That’s the only thing I can think of for why the city puts up with 
this ongoing blight. Come on, Venice. Grow a pair! Get rid of these 
people, by force if necessary, and put a fear in them so they will 
never want to drive these hunks of junk within a mile of the Venice 
border. I’m so sick of the liberal mindset that pervades in Santa 
Monica and Venice that allows homelessness and their activists to 
persist. Instead of just compassion for the homeless, where is the 
compassion for people who want a good standard of living and 
actually pay the bills?!!! 
* 
US3RNAM3 

 



 

That photograph is Curbed favorite photograph  in regards to the 
Venice parking issue despite the fact that it is not indicative of 99% 
of RV’s in the area. It’s misleading.  This vehicle could easily be, 
and probably was, impounded on numerous violations that don’t 
include the restrictions being sought. I recognize that your not 
journalist (are you?) but come on, have a little bit journalistic 
integrity.  Society is composed of all types of people. Not all of 
them were blessed with the ability to own land or to currently 
afford an apartment.  If someone living in their RV is obeying all 
relevant laws, safety issues, keeps their vehicle clean and 
operational then so be it. Would you rather have them pushing a 
shopping cart or in a shelter? I am sure there is some intermediate 
solution acceptable to both homeowners and vehicle owners. 

V guest  12/02/10 11:25 AM 
eat shit RV people… go eat your own shit. 
* 
guest  #3. 12/02/10 11:25 AM 
the photos don’t depict someone down on their luck, that’s flat out 
mental illness. As for someone ‘living in their rv’, well, how did 
they afford the RV to begin with? It’s not like we all have one as 
insurance policies against hard times. “Oh, if we tossed out of our 
house/apt, we can always go live in our camper…” 
* 
SkidRowStroll   #6. 12/02/10 11:50 AM 
there should be a designated RV parking place for these 
people...maybe they should have to move their vehicles during the 
day.  listen, DTLA has designated sleeping areas where sleeping is 
allowed from 9pm to 6 am. furthermore DTLA can’t handle ALL 
the homeless--all 40,000 of them in other LA metro area. other 
parts of LA need to step up and face the music and consider where 
these people are going to sleep at night. also, how about a little 
compassion. 
* 

 



 

guest  12/02/10 11:52 AM  
I can barely pay my mortgage-so i don’ feel for these people- 
i don’t shit on the street or throw my trash in the neighbors yard- 
move to the peoples republic of santa monika 
* 
guest 12/02/10 11:58 AM 
Many of these people ARE mentally ill. Are you posters going to 
blame them for that too? What, pray tell do WE as a society plan to 
do with all thes mentally ill homeless people? Keep pushing them 
to the next town over? Or, actively work on housing them and 
providing a safe place for them to live. 
* 
guest  12/02/10 11:58 AM 
I think we should have these people park on Ms. Sobel’s street. 
* 
guest  12/02/10 12:38 PM 
Sorry that you are down on your luck or mentally ill, but that does 
not give you the right to impose your shit on the rest of the city. 
Move along. 
* 
I Like Buildings 12/02/10 12:47 PM 
You haven’t been following this problem, have you? Venice (which 
is actually the City of L.A.) has tried several different solutions but 
the Coastal Commission has kept denying the City’s solutions. 
Each time there is a denial, the City has to go back and come-up 
with a different solution that the Coastal Commission will then 
find some bullshit reason to deny it. the crux of the problem is the 
Coastal Commission, not the City. 
* 
betterthangray   #15. 12/02/10 01:56 PM 
@Guest 8 
I wonder who down at DMV is issuing driver’s licenses to the 
mentally ill. If they want to live in a RV for any reason, go to 
Riverside. They take away public parking, which ironically, was 
the justification from the Coastal Commission to let them stay- 

 



 

“but this is parking for the public!” 
* 
Bladerunner Now!   12/02/10 01:58 PM 
Will you decide what men shall live, what men shall die? It may 
be, that in the sight of Heaven, you are more worthless and less fit 
to live than millions like this poor man’s child. Oh God, to hear the 
Insect on the leaf pronouncing on thee too much life among his 
hungry brothers in the dust. 
* 
guest  12/02/10 03:00 PM 
@SkidRowStroll: 
you hit the nail on the head…if there was only a place nearby that 
welcomed rv’s on the beach that had hookups to dispose of 
waste…that would be a novel idea…maybe a mile or two south. 
better yet I have an idea how about creating specialized “parks” 
that cater to people that live in vehicles complete with hookups and 
facilities…folks could pay a nominal fee for services and then the 
residents could get sanitary conditions and their street parking 
back…seriously somebody should get on this idea asap cause it’s 
gonna be the next big thing. 
* 
LABornandRaised  12/02/10 03:08 PM 
There should be a dedicated area for RV’s. Even though the pic 
above is an extreme example, they are still an eyesore, not to 
mention unsanitary with their illegal dumping (of their dump). 
* 
guest  12/02/10 03:16 PM 
if the RVs were the length of a Mini Cooper, it might be easier to 
deal with finding parking for the rest of us. 
* 
guest 12/02/10 03:25 PM 
@Bladerunner Now!: If that’s how you feel, you could go to 
Venice and tell some of the RV owners that they are welcome to 
park on your driveway, or in front of your house or apartment. If 
you’re not willing to do so, then your condemnation of Venice 

 



 

residents comes off as hollow. 
* 
Woolsey #24. 12/02/10 03:32 PM 
This gets to the essence of the California problem: Too many 
regulations lead to too many loopholes that lawyers can exploit, 
and soon what began as a noble idea -- namely, giving the public 
access to the coast -- is quickly warped and twisted by a select few.  
I think the folks in Venice should contact the folks in Malibu to get 
some pointers on how they have fairly successfully kept the hoi 
polloi of the public sand there. The Malibuians - Malibites? 
Malibese? - don’t seem to have the same issues with the Coastal 
Commission as the poor Venetians do. 
* 
guest  12/02/10 06:55 PM 
The question is, who was there first, the RV dwellers, or the 
gentrifiers? I feel a bit for the homeowners, but this question 
bothers me. What did they think they were buying into in that 
neighborhood? Enforcing sanitation is one thing, but it’s not the 
LAPD’s job to raise their property values. Whereas, in Malibu, 
they just hire private cops to intimidate people away from PUBLIC 
beaches. i guess that makes it ok. 
* 
guest 12/02/10 07:38 PM 
@guest #25: exactly, if you have enough money and live in 
Malibu…..it dosent SEEM like there are any homeless people or 
mentally ill people roaming the streets. out of sight, out of mind. 
that would be an illusion though, we (LA) have the largest 
homeless poplulation in the nation. 
* 
Nico Valentino  12/03/10 12:23 AM 
some of these comments are ridiculous, since when is it a crime to 
have financial difficulties? 
* 
guest 12/03/10 04:02 AM 
Enough of the liberal activist shit for the rights of the homeless. Oh 

 



 

gadds! Bring back the good ol’ days of insane asylums and lock 
‘em up, get them off the streets. Many are mental cases. The ones 
that aren’t will still get a roof over their heads, 3 meals and clean 
clothes. They can fake the mental illness until the economy gets 
better. Seriously, think of the jobs that will be created by bringing 
these asylums back. 

V  HAbit4t67   12/03/10 08:40 AM 
I would torch everyone of those vehicles, occupied or not. Fire 
purifies…… 
* 
HAbit4t67   12/03/10 08:44 AM @Nico Valentino: 
When you bring your problem to another persons doorstep. These 
squatter do horrible things, engage in unlawful activities, drugs, 
alcohol, etc. Have criminal records. Wash using these people hoses 
and yards. ARE THERE SEEING YOUR COMING AND 
GOINGS. ARE there where your children play and live. Wake up 
call. You getting raped by some aids ridden, homeless, piece of 
doody who just got released out of prison and lives in a car in front 
of your home. Enjoy! 
* 
ShadesOfGrayBox  12/03/10 11:07 AM 
As ye sow, so shall ye reap.  For 40+ years, Venice votes for 
pols/causes that create joblessness, homelessness, and dramatically 
increase the cost of rental housing, while making it unavailable to 
the riskiest/neediest at-risk tenants. The Blue State mentality has 
consequences. 
* 
guest #35. 12/05/10 11:53 PM 
I live in Venice for a while and I can tell you that problem went 
crazy last year when “Bonndocking” sites on the internet told 
everyone to come to Venice. Instead of plain-Jane addicts and 
borderline mentally ill, we got a mean, nasty and filthy bunch of 
dirtbags from around the world (Alberta and New Mexico tags 

 



 

were common on my block) who actually prey on the small RV 
homeless community we used to have.  These are the junky creeps 
that dumps untreated human wastes on the streets, steal everything 
in sight and harrass Venice residents. Sadly, now they all must go. 
Goodbye dirtbags! Sorry respectful RV homeless -- the law does 
not permit us to make a distintion. There is plenty of free parking 
out in Slab City in the desert. And that stupid Zumadowg sued 
himself and most “real’” artists out of a way to make a living on 
the Oceanfront walk by ending the lottery. Its all cheap asian crud 
sold there now because most “activists” and artists won’t get up at 
6AM to get a spot -- the lottery gave them a chance. Good bye and 
good riddance a-wipes.  They all have to go now, its not the way 
all Venetians want it, but its the only way to end the nightmare. 
* 
freethegypsy   01/21/11 10:01 PM 
California Constitution states all citizens have the right to acquire, 
possess and protect their property. Also states that we have the 
right to pursue and obtain safety, happiness & privacy. Been living 
on wheels since 1993, raised 5 children, including two Marines. 
On Jan 4th of 2011, my older Tioga RV suffered a transmission 
failure – in addition from the trauma of having to come up with 
hundreds of dollars on a fixed income, we were forced to endure 
angry police visits engaging in a “sweep” of the area; it was so bad 
it was reported in the local newspaper. No, not as the disgraceful 
behavior it is, but rather, that the “residents” had had enough. Well, 
so have I. I love my lifestyle and I have decided to sue the City of 
San Francisco from interfering with my property rights and their 
ongoing violation of my human rights.  
 
                                                                                                                                   
©  LA Curbed 
***************************************************** 
http://articles.latimes.com/2010/dec/12/local/la-me-homeless-
parking-20101212   
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              Homeless advocates march in Venice 
Activists allege police are unfairly targeting people who live in 
RVs and on the street.   December 12, 2010 by Martha Groves and 
Mike Anton, Los Angeles Times 
 
Beating a drum and carrying signs reading "RVs Save Lives" and 
"Terror Is Having No Home," about two dozen homeless people 
and their advocates marched in Venice on Saturday to protest what 
they say is an unwarranted crackdown on the homeless in the 
funky but gentrifying beach town.  "It's just a continuation of the 
pressure to move the poor of Venice out of town — long-term 
residents who don't fit the desires of the new population that's 
moving in," said Pete White of the Los Angeles Community Action 
Network.  Activists allege that police have been targeting people 
living in recreational vehicles or on the streets for citation and 
arrest. 
 
Over the last two months, an additional 21 officers have been 
stationed in neighborhoods near Venice Beach, tripling the number 
of officers assigned to combat what Pacific Division Capt. Jon 
Peters described as "significant increases" in crime.  Peters said 
that although officers have impounded vehicles because of leaking 
sewage, expired registrations or other violations, "RVs are such a 
small part of what we're doing down there."  Last month several 
RV dwellers whose vehicles bear license plates or placards for the 
disabled filed a lawsuit in U.S. District Court alleging Los Angeles 
police were targeting their vehicles for selective enforcement in 
Venice because they are homeless.  The lawsuit said plaintiffs had 
been subjected to "harassing stops" prompted by "bogus assertions 
of equipment failures," such as a nonfunctioning taillight.  "I think 
it's particularly pernicious that the police department and the city 
would violate the law by discriminating against people with 
disabilities," who are exempt from many parking restrictions, said 
Carol A. Sobel, a Santa Monica attorney who helped file the suit. 

 



 

 
Venice property owners have for years prodded the city to enforce 
the law against sleeping overnight in vehicles. They complain that 
occupants use alleys for bathrooms, party late into the night and 
dump waste into storm drains.  But other residents and homeless 
advocates argue that homelessness is being criminalized in Venice.  
"It's become a huge, tension-filled issue," said Los Angeles City 
Councilman Bill Rosendahl, who represents the community and 
has been caught in the cross-fire between opposing factions.  The 
City Council recently approved an ordinance prohibiting 
"oversize" vehicles from parking on the street between 2 a.m. and 
6 a.m. City street crews are expected to begin installing signs in 
areas where two-thirds of residents have signed petitions favoring 
the restrictions.  "People should be mad at the city," Sobel said. 
"They should ask why it is we spend so much money on police 
when it would be far cheaper to house people."  For two years 
Rosendahl has promoted a "vehicles-to-homes" plan, modeled on a 
Santa Barbara program, that would allow RV dwellers to stay 
overnight in designated lots if they took advantage of programs 
aimed at getting them into permanent housing.  But critics say the 
program has been too slow to come to fruition at a time when the 
city has too few shelter beds to accommodate the need.  A summer 
survey in Venice and nearby areas identified more than 250 
vehicles that appeared to be domiciles, according to the Los 
Angeles Homeless Services Authority. But stepped-up enforcement 
has pushed hundreds of people into adjoining neighborhoods and 
farther from the social service resources they need, said Steve 
Clare, executive director of the Venice Community Housing Corp.   
"The city has to take up this issue on a citywide level," Clare said. 
 
The death of longtime Venice resident James Hunter, whose body 
was found Dec. 1 in his Ford van, spurred homeless advocates to 
meet Thursday with Rosendahl to urge him to impose a holiday 
moratorium on citations of RV dwellers and homeless individuals.  
Rosendahl said he was opposed to such a move.  "There will be no 

 



 

moratorium" on the ordinance forbidding overnight sleeping in 
vehicles, he said. "The law is the law."  But on the streets, the 
death of Hunter, who earned money as a sign painter, is being seen 
as fallout from the recent crackdown.   "It really woke me up," said 
David Busch, 55, who said he has been homeless in and around 
Venice for the last dozen years.  Hunter "was a friendly, a quiet, 
gentle guy," Busch said. "But the man had a heart condition and 
was terrified that he would be targeted. All these punitive measures 
— it's just snowballed and gotten out of control."  Busch said he 
joined the protest Saturday to appeal to residents of Venice who 
want to address the homeless problem, not kick it out of town.  
"Show your love Venice!" Busch shouted. "Stop the homeless 
kick-out — now!"  The group headed north banging a drum 
through the theater of the beach boardwalk. Past the medical 
marijuana hawkers, jugglers and musicians who gave them thumbs 
up. Past tourists who snapped photos. And past a disheveled man 
sitting on the ground who seemed oblivious to the police vehicle 
inching toward him from behind. 
                                                                                                                         
© LA Times 
***************************************************** 
http://spiritofvenice.wordpress.com/page/3/?pages-list 
 
In the face of stepped up LAPD attacks on the homeless  and 
seizures of people’s cars, vans and RV’s  in recent weeks, Venice 
RV/homeless community members assembled on the corner of 
Rose Ave. and Third St. in Venice, Monday evening, February 14, 
at 8:30 pm,  Los Angeles’s Mayor, Antonio Villaraigosa, –it is 
rumored –will be making a visit to Venice on Tuesday. The 
homeless are seeking the Mayor’s help this week in stopping 
homeless hate.  With signs and banners, “Venice Love,” a coalition 
of the vehicle-dwellers/homeless community, and their supporters, 
are launching what they see as an urgent appeal to Los Angeles 
Mayor Villaraigosa that he personally visit, and meet with them, 
and help end Venice’s now  completely out-of-control vehicle 

 



 

seizures and anti-homeless actions.  Recent police attacks which 
prevent people with vehicles from sleeping in them (illegal!) when 
all of L.A.’s shelters are full are forcing many of Venice’s RV-
dwellers to sleep on the sidewalks (legal!) –outside their vehicles –
often with their pets, to avoid violating L.A. ordinances.   “Where 
is there any  ‘Venice love’ in this?” asks the group, “Venice Love,” 
who’s members have been seeking for months to bring some 
humanity to L.A.’s recent treatment of R.V. dwellers in Venice 
Beach: in the face of the area’s months-now broken promises, local 
talk radio attacks and overblown accusations against the poor here 
– after a series of over-hyped RV waste dumping incidents that 
were seized on by a small number in the community that have 
long-been seeking to transform Venice Beach from a diverse 
community into  a “rich-only-welcome” enclave. “We need the 
Mayor’s help in this,” says the group.  The urgent public appeal to 
the Mayor, the night before his expected visit, comes on top of the 
scrapping of Councilman Bill Rosendahl’s until-now two-year-
long promise to amend a city ordinance against vehicle dwellers (a 
surprise Rosendahl announcement against the vehiculary-housed 
that has brought a Venice community uproar in recent weeks); 
sparking the arrest of one homeless protester at a Los Angeles City 
Hall meeting in January, when it was revealed by the councilman.   
The coalition says –recent LAPD actions, stepped-up against the 
homeless in Venice in recent weeks -have resulted in scores of 
homeless people heartlessly being arrested; their pets  impounded.  
Over 40 homeless people’s RV’s, cars and vans have been seized in 
the last 4 months alone: some more than once.  LAPD’s actions are 
further suspected to have contributed to the recent still-unexplained 
death of one long-time Venice resident, James Hunter, who had 
hidden himself inside his tightly closed van to avoid police 
detection: and who may yet be found to have died from 
overheating and stress-related causes stemming from fear of the 
police sweeps.  In their latest attacks, in addition to new city signs 
banning RV’s on more Venice streets between the hours of 2 am 
and 6:00 am, LAPD has begun newly increased rounds of arrests 

 



 

and towing, despite a pending Federal lawsuit, and increased 
verbal threats to RV-owners.  Marking tires: now often as soon as 
they spot an RV on any street in Venice.  States Venice Love, 
which is organizing the Monday night meeting: “Rosendahl 
promised us two years ago that there would be a legal place in 
Venice for RV-dwellers to go to when he began a process to amend 
L.A.’s vehicle occupancy ordinance –now he’s up and scrapped 
that effort –and claims that he’s got another ‘new’ ordinance he’ll 
supposedly back. When? Two years from now?” 
 
“We now believe it is clear to all –that this process is nothing but a 
pack of falsehoods and evasions by Rosendahl to divert attention 
from homeless sweeps in Venice, and, with delay after delay, is 
acting solely on behalf of the homeless hate groups  –and their 
efforts to take away Venice as a low-cost beach for the poor to 
even visit!  Added to this –an ongoing hate-campaign waged 
weekly by the powerful L.A. am radio station KFI, which is the 
polar opposite of love, amplified on the internet with hate-speech, 
threats and new vandalism against the RV-housed and homeless in 
Venice.”  States community activist David Busch, a member of 
Venice Love: ”This extreme climate of homeless hate and attacks 
here in Venice, along with these unbelievable ongoing arrests, have 
forced over 200 RV-housed poor people already to flee in terror –
and in sum, is just a hateful campaign that Rosendahl clearly now 
simply refuses to address honestly with anything but delay and 
obfuscation. We need the Mayor, in the name of compassion, to 
hear us now.”  Adds Busch,  “Sadly it is becoming increasingly 
clear that this is not about ‘solutions’ from Rosendahl’s office, but 
rather is all simply part of a bigger comprehensive plan to take out 
the poor artists and free-speech advocates currently on the 
boardwalk –along with the homeless –and despite their having won 
several recent lawsuits against the commercialization and cheap 
wares on the boardwalk, it is about plans by Rosendahl that are 
threatening to displace the area’s renowned free-speech 
expressionists and unique creativity.” 

 



 

 
“Not only has Rosendahl lied about his promise to Venice to put a 
vehicle-parking area here for the currently vehicluarly housed –but 
he’s not taken a single step to provide for the dedicated RV-
dwelling and homeless artist community.   By mobilizing the entire 
community between now and this summer, and appealing to other 
government officials, we intend to stop all this. We are not going to 
allow Rosendahl, and his developer cronies, hiding behind hate 
and broken promises, with plans to give areas of Venice to high-
density developers –to take the love of diversity and concern for 
all, and acceptance of all, out of the heart Venice — to replace it 
with a beach soon closed to all but the rich,” states community 
activist David Busch.  Many of Venice’s RV-dwellers are not 
transient homeless people, but are among the artists and performers 
who have made and keep Venice Beach one of Los Angeles’ largest 
tourist attractions.  “I have always considered Venice Beach to be 
my home until now” states one RV-dweller, and Venice Love press 
conference speaker, the renowned impressionist painter Diane 
Butler.  Butler‘s work as a Boardwalk painter has been noted by a 
prominent New York Times art critic, as well as other art critics 
from around the world.  Butler founded “Circle of Color”, and with 
her husband, artist/musician Ibrahim, continued the bi-annual 
“Solstice Art Happening,” at the legendary Venice Sponto Gallery, 
for 20 years.  Butler grew up in the area –and has lived as an artist 
in Venice for the last 40 years. 
 
“Councilman Bill Rosendahl keeps telling people here that he’s 
‘working’ on solutions for the homeless –and people like us; who, 
like just about everybody else in Los Angeles,  are unable to afford 
to pay Venice Beach’s skyrocketing rents.”  Continues the artist, 
Butler: “With this latest broken promise from Rosendahl, we are 
scared beyond belief that we are going to lose our RV’s while 
nobody stops these police arrests: even in the name of us artists 
and performers; who are critical to what has made the Venice 
Boardwalk such a special and affordable place for people from all 

 



 

over the U.S. and the world to visit.”  The artist has taken, in recent 
weeks, to sleeping on the Venice sidewalks with her dogs at night –
which is permitted only from 9 pm to 6 am in the mornings –just in 
order to keep police from seizing her RV. 
                                                                                                                           
© Spirit of Venice 
***************************************************** 
Councilmember Bill Rosendahl's contact information: 
councilman.rosendahl@lacity.org 
Recent letter from Councilmember Rosendahl giving an update on 
the program: 
 
Dear Friends: 
I am writing to give you a further update on the progress of the 
Roadmap to Housing program, which will help people living in 
their vehicles in CD11 get off the streets and into permanent 
housing.  Recently, outreach workers with People Assisting the 
Homeless (PATH) identified a family of seven living in a van in 
Westchester. Two weeks ago, PATH found that family transitional 
housing at the Upward Bound House, and soon they will be placed 
in permanent housing. 
 
That is the kind of success we hope to emulate with the Roadmap 
to Housing program. Administered by PATH, the program's main 
goal is to find permanent housing for people living in their 
vehicles. Since transitional placement like Upward Bound is rare, 
the program will temporarily move selected program participants 
from our residential streets to assigned and supervised spaces in 
publicly owned parking lots.  Last month, the City Attorney 
released a draft ordinance (LAMC 85.11) that allows PATH to 
legally operate the program in designated spaces in public parking 
lots. A few weeks ago, after hearing much feedback that the 
proposal was overly broad, I amended the draft ordinance by 
eliminating the use of public streets, and specifying which lots 
could be used. I identified and listed the parking lots at my offices 

 



 

in Westchester and West LA, and capped the number of vehicles 
per lot at eight. Finally, I agreed to a sunset provision for this pilot 
program.   
 
At this time, I am prepared to offer two more amendments to the 
proposed ordinance:  Tripling the minimum buffer zone between 
any parking spot and a residence from 50 feet to 150 feet.  
Identifying a third lot for the program: The parking lot of the 
Penmar Golf Course in Venice.  Supporters of the program - from 
Venice, Westchester and other communities - have insisted that 
Venice, which has the largest population of people living in their 
vehicles, must have a lot participating in the program. The eastern 
end of the parking lot (at the golf course on Rose Avenue, not at 
the park and recreation center on Penmar Avenue) is a greater 
distance from residences than any other publicly owned lot in 
Venice. And the immediate neighborhood, which falls outside of 
the jurisdiction of the California Coastal Commission, has the 
ability to implement a range of parking restrictions, which will 
prevent RVs and campers from parking on nearby residential 
streets.    
 
I have already secured 50 housing vouchers, which will expedite 
the transition for many program participants. Those enrolled in the 
program will be screened and monitored by PATH, and will be 
required to adhere to a strict code of conduct. PATH will provide 
private security and oversight of the lots, and program participants 
will be limited to CD11 residents and those who were living in a 
vehicle in the district prior to December 2010, and want to find 
permanent housing.  PATH will use the spaces if and when needed 
- but will concentrate its program on outreach, case management 
and helping people find permanent housing. PATH may not need to 
use all of the spaces in the lots, and may not need to use the lots at 
all for periods of time. Only eight vehicles will be allowed to park 
in each lot, and the hours will be limited to 6 p.m. to 8 a.m.  Like 
any important matter of public policy, this ordinance is a work in 

 



 

progress and there are many more opportunities to be heard.  The 
Neighborhood Council of Westchester/Playa endorsed the proposal 
last night, and the Venice Neighborhood Council and the West LA 
Neighborhood Council will each hold hearings on the issue. I will 
also hold a special meeting on the Transportation Committee, 2 
p.m., Wednesday, April 13 in Room 1010 of City Hall, 200 N. 
Spring Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012.  A copy of the draft 
ordinance, including my proposed latest amendments, is available 
here. A copy of the program guidelines from the PATH contract is 
here. You can also see a PowerPoint summary of the program here.  
I look forward to your input as we continue to shape and refine this 
program.            Regards,   Bill Rosendahl 
***************************************************** 
http://www.scribd.com/doc/52451895/Roadmap-to-Housing-
PowerPoint-Presentation 
Roadmap to Housing 
Addressing Vehicular Living in CD11 
Improving Lives, Improving Community  
 
The Problem  Homelessness, especially vehicular living, is on the 
rise in CD11.  Residents of homes find vehicular domiciles to be 
unfamiliar, unpleasant, unsanitary, unsafe. Residents of  
vehicles feel unsafe, threatened, intimidated, vulnerable.    The 
situation is not sustainable for either those living in their vehicles 
or for the community at large.         Roadmap to Housing   A Call 
for Action 
 
•Many residents of homes have called for parking restrictions. 
 
•Many people have demanded fair treatment and social services for 
residents of vehicles. 
 
•The Venice Neighborhood Council and others called for creation 
of a Safe Parking Program to give vehicle residents a place to park 
and sleep overnight. 

 



 

 
•The Neighborhood Councils of Westchester/Playa conducted 
homeless counts and called for a safe parking/transitional housing 
program for families living in vehicles 
 
•Councilmember Rosendahl secured funding for a program, and a 
consultant developed anRFP to be issued and managed by Los 
Angeles Homeless Services Authority. 
 
•LAHSA awarded contract to manage the “Roadmap to Housing” 
program to People Assisting the Homeless (PATH).•Councilman 
Rosendahl secured 50 housing vouchers so program participants 
can be moved into permanent housing. 
 
Roadmap to Housing goal 
•Move vulnerable vehicle dwellers into permanent housing, and 
provide needed services and support to get them there. 
•Combined with law enforcement and increased parking 
restrictions, help eliminate vehicular living    on residential streets 
in Council District 11. 
Roadmap to Housing  Our goal is a program that will: 
 
Target Population 
There are many people living in their vehicles in CD11. This 
program is not for all of them. Participants must be :• economically 
disadvantaged/ homeless• willing to act as good neighbors and 
abide by strict rules of personal conduct, participate in intensive 
case management designed to access social services and secure 
permanent housing. The program will be open only to those 
currently living in CD11, and to currentCD11 residents who 
become homeless and move into a vehicle during the course of the 
program.  Priority will be given to families with children, seniors, 
and veterans. 
 
Notes:  Methodology of Program Development 

 



 

•Exhaustive study of Safe Parking programs in Santa Barbara, CA, 
and Eugene, OR.• Site visit to Santa Barbara program and 
interviews with 10 program participants.• Interviews and 
discussions with more than 50 community members and leaders, 
service providers and government officials with direct knowledge 
of the issue of people living in the vehicles in CD11.•Consultation 
with local and national experts on homelessness, housing and 
community development. •Consultation with appropriate City 
departments, including LAPD.• Analysis of surveys, articles and 
reports dealing directly with the issue andt he targeted population 
in CD11.•Several surveys and inventories of vehicles in which 
people were sleeping 
 
Notes:   Best Practices from Santa Barbara & Eugene 
•Regular sleep allows participants to better integrate into the 
community, access services, and find housing.• Intense and 
individualized case management is crucial.• Strict code of behavior 
must be enforced.• Program placards in windshields identifies 
participants to service providers, neighbors and law enforcement.• 
Program staff must engage community as well as participants.• 
Monthly coordination between program managers, service 
providers, law enforcement, community leaders, city officials, and 
city departments guides and shapes an effective program. 
  
Notes: Findings -- A Spectrum of Community Concerns 
•Many CD11 residents feel they have no recourse for, or ability 
to prevent, bad and sometimes threatening behavior of some 
who live in their vehicles.  (which seems to give the government 
the right to eradicate all gypsyTravellers from their community)• 
Many CD11 residents want their community to provide a humane 
and productive means for the poor in their neighborhood to 
improve their lives.• Many residents and homeless advocates feel 
that many vehicle residents are unfairly stereotyped based on the 
behavior of a smaller sub-population.• Many vehicle residents 
suffer from lack of sleep, fines, and penalties that hinder their 

 



 

ability to access social services, secure permanent housing, and 
improve their lives.• The ultimate goal is to move people into 
permanent housing (I haven‘t lived in a “real“ house since 1992 
and resent the government trying to put me in a box I don’t want) , 
through case management and housing vouchers. •Due to increased 
enforcement of laws against lodging in a vehicle, program 
participants will need a safe and legal place to park while 
permanent housing is being identified .•Publicly-owned lots are the 
easiest to make available to the program. 
                                                                                                                    
©  Bill Rosendahl 
***************************************************** 
http://blogging.la/2011/04/20/venice-going-ahead-with-rv-parking-
restrictions/ 
 
                        Venice Going Ahead  
                 With RV Parking Restrictions 
                                        by Matt Mason 
                                 April 20, 2011 at 2:05 pm  
in Driving, Law, Law Enforcement, Politics, Social issues, West 
Side 
 
If you visit Venice and are very observant, you might notice a 
subtle difference. Things might seem a bit more opened up. You 
may see more sky. If so, that’s not likely a result of breathing in the 
pot smoke on Venice Beach. Rather, it may be because Venice 
homeowners have finally taken action in their long-running battle 
to restrict recreational vehicles from permanently camping on their 
streets.  Specifically, in recent months, some Venice streets, such as 
3rd Avenue pictured here, now have signs posted which prohibit 
vehicles over 7 feet high or over 22 feet long from parking 
between 2 a.m. and 6 a.m. 
 
If you have followed this saga, whether at blogging.la or 

 



 

elsewhere, you’ll know that Venice homeowners have been trying 
for years to counter what they consider a health hazard, an eyesore, 
and a parking space-squatting problem of people permanently 
living in RVs on Venice streets.  On the other side, advocates for 
the homeless had considerable success portraying the issue as one 
of heartless homeowners picking on them. Even the California 
Coastal Commission got involved, but quickly wriggled out when 
the issue became a political football.  Eventually, the Los Angeles 
City Council ruled that Venice residents could place overnight 
parking restrictions on oversize vehicles, and the residents have 
relied on this ruling to get those signs up on some streets. Based on 
my observations, the signs have had an effect, even in daytime. For 
example, when I took these shots on 3rd Avenue last Sunday, I 
counted three RVs on the block, whereas typically there would be 
about eight at that time. (Note, however, that, in typical L.A. 
fashion, there are two seemingly conflicting signs on the same 
post, one which restricts vehicles over seven feet high from 2 to 6 
a.m., the other restricting vehicles over six feet high at all times). 
 
Los Angeles City Councilmember Bill Rosendahl, whose district 
includes Venice, has, I believe, been a voice of reason on this issue 
all along.  Rosendahl tried from the beginning to balance the 
interests of both sides, suggesting that, in return for the street 
parking restrictions, adequate, safe parking zones (modeled after 
similar facilities in Santa Barbara and in Eugene, OR) should be 
made available nearby for homeless people to park overnight in 
their vehicles.  With Rosendahl’s help, this program, called 
Roadmap to Housing, is being crafted, albeit not yet in Venice 
itself, nor at the same speed with which the overnight parking 
restrictions are being instituted.  In any event, I would be surprised 
if we have heard the last of the Venice Parking issue. 
                                                                                                                 
© blooging.la.com 
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                              OVERTHROW 85.02 
Los Angeles Councilman Bill Rosendahl has brought into Venice, 
CA a special squad of 21 LAPD officers for the express purpose of 
vigorously enforcing LAMC 85.02 which forbids "living" or 
sleeping in a vehicle parked on the street.  He is doing this at a 
time when America is enduring it's worst economic crisis since the 
'30's.  He is doing this in a year in which as many as 2 million 
families nationwide will lose their homes in foreclosure.  He is 
doing this at a time when an increasing number of the less 
fortunate among us find that their safest option is to sleep in their 
vehicles.   
 
Chief of Staff Mike Bonin wrote in the Dec. 2010 Venice 
Neighborhood Council Newsletter:  "At the councilmember's 
request, Police Chief Charlie Beck assigned 21 additional officers 
to the area. LAPD formed a Venice Homelessness Task Force. 
City prosecutors are training cops to build evidence against 
people violating laws that prohibit living in vehicles."  You are 
not allowed to sleep in your car here. You are, however, allowed to 
sleep on the sidewalk between the hours of 9pm and 6am.   I have 
occasionally slept in my car, although never in Venice.  
 
In Venice, my car is parked in it's spot and I sleep in my bed under 
my roof. But I have been on the road and found myself perhaps too 
far from a motel or maybe I didn't have the money for one, or 
perhaps I just needed to catch a few hours of sleep so that I could 
safely resume driving. But whatever the reason, I never thought it a 
good idea to get out of my car and sleep on the pavement as the 
LAPD demands. I always knew that I would be safer, more 
comfortable and better protected from the extremes of weather if I 
slept in my locked car than if I slept on the sidewalk. I'm sure you 
will agreed, just don't try that in Venice.   
 
In Venice, with this Venice Homelessness Task Force in the lead, 

 



 

the LAPD has been very busy and successful in finding people 
caught napping in their vehicles and arresting them for violation of 
85.02. While these "criminals" are getting out of jail, their RV, van, 
truck or car is ticketed and towed. Often to a city lot in Sylmar 38 
miles from Venice. Any pets are taken to a pound somewhere else. 
By the time these now twice-troubled families get bailed out of 
jail, the towing charge and daily storage charges grow the cost of 
retrieving what is, probably, their last major possession beyond 
their reach, and that relatively safe place to sleep is gone forever.  
So impoverished, they need to look for a shopping cart for their 
few remaining possessions and are forced to start sleeping on the 
street.  And that is what the Councilman intends. He is using the 
law to run poor people out of Venice. That is why he is putting 
additional LAPD resources into the vigorous enforcement of 85.02. 
He has the support of wealthy and influential developers who see 
poor people in Venice as a factor in lowering property values.  Last 
night (14/04/11) a speeding SUV ran into an apartment building at 
504 Pacific Ave and instantly turned two families out into the 
street. The lucky part was that no one was killed. By contrast you 
will find no vigorous enforcement of the speed limit along Pacific 
Ave, in spite of longstanding community demands, because 
slowing down traffic on Pacific will make living in South Venice 
and Marina Del Rey less fun and thus will lower property values.   
 
The police don't always arrest the sleeper and tow the vehicle. 
Maybe a big tow truck wasn't available.  Sometimes they let 
people off with a warning.  Like if they are even caught driving 
through Venice, they will be arrested and towed.  And they can do 
it.  Any time.  Any place.  I heard they took the keys out of one 
woman's hand while she has standing outside, went into her bus, 
took pictures to prove she had been living in it, the criminal, and 
by now you know the drill, had her vehicle towed, her pets sent to 
the pound and she to jail.  I've heard enough stories about threats 
and beatings [I saw the bruises on my friend Petr's back - 13/04/11] 
to know that the LAPD is resorting to the tactics of thugs in their 

 



 

effort to run poor and homeless people out of Venice.   
 
There is a problem with 85.02. Equal justice is not a phrase that 
can be applied to all laws. Sometimes the law is wrong and the 
people are right. Sometimes a law has no moral right to exist. 
When that happens, the people opposing the law become the 
righteous ones and the law enforcement agencies become thugs.  
This is not the first time an reconcilable contradiction has existed 
between what is law and what is justice. For the first 80 plus years 
of this nation's history slavery was the law of the land. In that case 
the contradiction between law and justice was so sharp that a 
bloody and protracted civil war had to be fought to set matters 
right. But before that, before that law had been overthrown, slaves 
that `ran away' and those that helped them were branded as 
"criminals" and everywhere in the United States, law enforcement 
was expected to add capturing "runaway slaves" to their long "to 
do list."   
 
I'm sure the Venice Klan, in it's day, rallied behind the demand for 
vigorous enforcement of the slave codes with the simple demand 
"It's the law! Enforce the law!"  To do otherwise would have 
lowered "property" values.  But I think that "law" had no moral 
foundation and as a result the police that caught runaway slaves 
turned into thugs, we know from the historical record that they 
acted like thugs, and the runaway slaves and those who supported 
them were the righteous ones.   
 
Similarly, I think those that fight and have fought to see that 
women have safe abortions on demand, even when it was illegal, 
have been the righteous ones, and those that attempted and still 
attempt to jail people for exercising that right are thugs.  Another 
example of the contradiction between the law and justice can be 
found closer to home and nearer to the present in PC 286, 
California's law against anal penis contact ("however slight!") 
which was not overthrown until 1976. I wonder if Bill Rosendahl 

 



 

was a "criminal" in those days or was he more consistent, calling 
for special squads of LAPD to bust into Venice bedrooms and 
vigorously enforce PC 286 because "it's the law."  He may have 
thought like that back then, I know some people did. But I think 
they were wrong. I think that law had no moral foundation. I think 
the people that said the law had no business telling consenting 
adults how to have sex or who with were the righteous ones and 
the enforcers of that law were the thugs.  Under the concrete 
conditions of today, in which 
 
1) Many people are being made homeless as a result of 
circumstances over which they have no control and 
 
2) Neither they nor the city can provide them with a safer or 
healthier place to sleep than their vehicle, a law which demands 
that these people sleep "legally" unprotected on the sidewalk lest 
they be jailed and have their vehicles towed is without moral 
foundation. 
 
There are no proclamations of judges or councilmen that can give 
it one. Under these circumstance those that enforce the unjust law 
become thugs and those that fight it, like recently arrested Venice 
Neighborhood Council rep and feeder of the homeless,  Ivonne 
Guzman, and my friend Petr, who was with her at the time, are the 
righteous ones. It is simple as that.    
                                                                                                                          
©  Clay Claiborne 
***************************************************** 
http://spiritofvenice.wordpress.com/2011/05/25/80-year-old-
homeless-woman-with-cancer-in-venice-rv-faces-nightmare-week-
of-harassment/#comment-205  
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May 25, 2011 by SPIRIT OF VENICE in Free Speech at the Beach  
 
Mrs "B" is very private and reserved 80-something homeless 
woman -who, until recently -has lived quietly in our Venice Beach 
Community.  In recent years, however, her and her dog's only 
affordable housing, any longer available in Venice Beach, CA -has 
been her RV.  And this week, LAPD - busily now doing militaristic 
sweeps of the Tourist Boardwalk  to shut it down, as a diverse 
place for LA residents -has finally started now even terrorizing her.  
Mrs. "B." suffers from cancer -and is under constant care at Kasier 
Hospital, West Los Angeles -and, horrifically, has become 
increasing isolated, confused and fearful in recent years; as the 
"Leaders" in the only home she has known for decades, Venice 
Beach,  seems to not even care about her on-going homeless plight.  
Or be able to find her the basic human right to housing in her home 
community, Venice Beach. 
 
Moreover, in the last weeks -on top of this -as part of the LAPD 
sweeps of homeless people in this area, she is now in the midst of 
her most hellish nightmare: one of community hate, agency 
shuffles and vicious LAPD  officer threats, catering disgustingly to 
the anti-homeless hate-campaign of "Yo Venice," "Venice 311," 
and KFI radio -demanding that she "must" leave the Venice area.  
Last week, she was moved by direct orders of  LAPD officers 
(including a Captain) from her quiet, un-obtrusive parking on 
Washington Blvd (on a side street behind a commercial district) to 
supposedly, a safe spot in front of WCIL on Venice Blvd. near 
Beethovan.  Before that, she had parked for years near the 
deserted, empty, 700 units of ghost-housing at Lincoln Place: and 
was befriended by the few that hang on in that attacked affordable-
housing community - - - until cops demanded, in recent times that 
she leave.  Now, a service agency demanded that she submit to 
being moved by them across county, away from Venice, and her 
doctors and last friends  -to Montrose: In the last few days, on top 

 



 

of this, insensitive homeless-haters in this location (picked for her 
by the LAPD) next complained to LAPD, who next demanded that 
she now move from parking in front of WCIL.  Without giving her 
any new safe option.  Nor will WCIL allow her to park in their 
large, empty, parking lot.  Totally bereft -Mrs. B., abandoned by 
ALL, is back on Washington Blvd.  -and terrified that at any 
minute now the LAPD is coming back. 
 
-Why are agencies like PATH not recognizing her human right to 
housing in her community -Venice Beach:  And standing up, right 
now, for her right to remain here? 
 
--Why have so many in this community allowed St. Joesph's center 
to been continually harrassed  and denounced for their blessed and 
long-dogged commitment to helping the homeless, like her, here? 
 
-Why is the LAPD now constantly getting away with just callously 
terrorizing this woman with fake promises and threats? The 
California Constitution demands that care of the aged and indigent 
is a County Official's direct responsibility - will it take a State 
Marshall's subpoena for the arrest of some County officials (for 
ignoring the plight of thousands in LA County, like Mrs. "B")  
before they stop ignoring this raging campaign of hate against the 
homeless -in now money-and-hate-dominated Venice Beach Los 
Angeles? 
 
-Most outrageously, nobody from Councilman Rosendahl's staff 
seems to have found any  time yet -to find out  this long-time, 80-
year-old Venice  resident's, minor restroom, and transportation, and 
other basic human needs --for inclusion in the "Streets to Homes" 
program.  This; while Rosendahl refuses to stand up against the 
haters, and LAPD, and Chief Charles Beck, and Captain Peters: 
who, as a disgustingly combined monster, in our community, are 
now in full-tilt plot to terrorize this woman. 
 

 



 

Please contact these officials on behalf of this woman and the 
others now being thrown aside under Los Angeles Councilman Bill 
Rosendal's "Carrot and Stick" hate campaign against the 
community's homeless. 
                                                                                                                                  
© David Busch 
***************************************************** 
http://spiritofvenice.wordpress.com/928-2/ 
June 2, 2011 at 1:07 am 
My name is Jonothan Shiloka Pearson. I am a certified farmer in 
the Pasadena Farmer's Market and I sell essential oils distilled 
from my farm. When I am not at home or at the farmer's market, I 
go to festivals in my bio-disel bus that I converted to a motor 
home. Like many Americans, I choose to enjoy my life to its fullest 
and travel whenever I can.  Topanga Days Festival was happening 
and after attending the first day I headed into my favorite town-
Venice Beach to shop for supplies and pick up some friends. I 
returned to Topanga Days for Sunday. After finishing shopping I 
feed my dogs and checked my emails on my computer.   
 
Five minutes later I was surrounded by some kind of S.W.A.T. 
Team that demanded I come out and talk to them. I grabbed my ID 
and stepped out to talk to the officers. Yoshioka (#36027), 
Murray(#35945) and Barron (#36530) who surrounded me in 
military fashion.  Officer Barron said, "I gave you a citation before 
and I warned you not to come around here."  I replied: I was pulled 
over by you about three or four months ago (and he hasn't seen me 
since). You followed me for two miles and you gave me a fix-it 
ticket to put my license plate in another spot and I fixed it. I didn't 
get any citation.   He appeared angry and insisted "you know you 
cannot come to Venice in a motorhome. If you have a bed or 
cooking inside it's illegal to park in Venice."   "That's not true," I 
said. " I like hundreds of thousands of other Americans can travel 
all over America while I'm not home or while on vacation and 
sleep and cook-anywhere in America. But when I am in Venice, I 

 

http://spiritofvenice.wordpress.com/928-2/


 

don't need to sleep in my motor home. I have two friends close by 
that I can sleep over anytime I am in town.”  The officers seemed 
perturbed that I was answering their questions with facts and was 
talking to them like human beings in intelligent conversation.  
 
I asked them at least three times: "What do you want me to do? Do 
you want me to leave? They ignored my question and turned to 
each other and said, "He's not getting it." I said, "Officer, I am a 
normal guy doing farmer's markets. I am not doing anything 
illegal. I am just enjoying my life visiting friends and doing 
shopping. I haven't done anything wrong.”  Again the officers 
looked at each other rolling their eyes-and one said "He's just not 
getting it. We're going to have to arrest him." “No,” I said, “That's 
not necessary. If you want me to leave, I will leave.”  Again one 
Officer repeats "He's not getting it."  They immediately told me I 
was under arrest. "Turn around and put your hands behind your 
back." "That's not necessary," I said, “I will leave if you want." 
They pushed me against my bus and slipped the cuffs on me as if I 
was a criminal (I have NO criminal record).   
 
They stuffed me into the back of the police car. The officers smiled 
and told me they would tow my Bio-Diesel Bus and call animal 
control to take my dogs. "No!", I pleaded. "Don't tow my 
motorhome!. It is not illegally parked." "You're bus is getting 
towed! There is nothing you can do about it!”  Said Officer Barron. 
"We're calling animal control to take your dogs."  "Let me move 
the bus. This is a wrongful arrest. I did nothing wrong!". They 
ignored me. “Let me call my friend to pick up my dogs.”  "What's 
his phone number?" Barron asked. "I need my iPhone from inside 
to get his number." "That's not going to happen." he said.  
 
Finally I told them to check my wallet. It has my Press Credentials 
inside. I was doing a story on Venice Beach. They seemed 
confused about this and ignored me. In desperation, I said, "This 
arrest is unfounded and illegal. I was not sleeping and did nothing 

 



 

wrong. Please call the Sheriff immediately." "Why? This is our 
turf, not the Sheriff.“  "What you are doing is illegal,” I said, “Let 
me go please or I demand you call the Sheriff please. What you are 
doing is illegal." They laughed at me and closed the door.  
 
I was sitting in handcuffs for close to two hours. They said I would 
be able to bail myself out in a couple hours - but said the computer 
was down so they couldn't process fingerprints. They kept me in a 
cell with about ten others. Some were drunks, some were artists, 
one person who got arrested for smoking a cigarette in a public 
place and one man was arrested for not having a dog tag for his 
dog!  Then there was Me: A Farmer, Journalist. They kept me in 
there until past 4am. When I got out, I filed complaints against the 
officers involved and I have record of that.  It cost me over $700 to 
get my bio-diesel bus back which they towed to the valley (38 
miles away from Venice).  I have a special family of working 
hunting dogs called Lakota Mastino in my family for 20 years. One 
of my dog had puppies so they took my two adults and puppies 
from me. They were given vaccinations and micro-chips without 
my permission. I feed and choose natural alternatives to 
vaccinations like raw food, garlic and Vitamin-C and I am morally, 
spiritually and intellectually opposed to poisons being injected into 
my dogs. Like many other people, I choose organic food and a 
biological Vet, It took me two days to get my dogs back and four 
hours of paperwork. It cost me about $1000 to get them out.   All 
this because I was illegally arrested by overzealous, nazi-style raid 
on a biodesel bus and on me a farmer.  After I picked up my dogs, 
four were bleeding from their asses, seriously. When I called the 
vet at the pound he said stress and other factors caused this.   
 
Los Angeles Councilman Bill Rosendahl has brought a special 
squad of 21 LAPD officers into Venice, CA for the express 
purpose of vigorously enforcing LAMC 85.02 which forbids 
"living" or sleeping in a vehicle parked on the street.  Now that 
most of the Homeless Living in their cars and motorhomes have 

 



 

lost their Motorhomes and Cars to this Scam. They now are forced 
to sleep on the sidewalk (not illegal).  Having eliminated their 
targets, they are now creating new targets to harass . Farmers, Raw 
foodists, Artists, Musicians, or any alternative or create types.  
Venice Beach LAPD: They’re Not Getting It!  Venice Beach is 
Home to Artists, Creativity and Multi-Dimensional Beings.  Please 
help write a story for the local news, complain to Police about this, 
and help keep Venice Beach Free and Creative. 
                                                                                                                       
©   Jonothan Shiloka 
***************************************************** 
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-rv-dweller-
20120402,0,3895268.story 
  RV dwellers are constantly forced to relocate 
                 by Ann M. Simmons, Los Angeles Times 
                                       April 2, 2012 
 
Living in a vehicle makes financial sense for many people, who 
say they aren't homeless because they have shelter. But it's illegal 
on public streets, which is why many are rousted from one spot to 
the next by annoyed neighbors and police.   
 
Remy Martin Foster shares a kiss with daughter Macie. The 29-
year-old lives in a motor home, left, that is parked on a Studio City 
street. Foster moved into the vehicle after the loss of his job. A 
neighbor recently called police and demanded that Foster clear out 
of the quiet cul-de-sac.   Eager to live in an upscale neighborhood 
without paying rent or buying a home, Remy Martin Foster said he 
hit on the perfect solution: He bought an RV.  "Mathematically it 
made the most sense," the unemployed 29-year-old said. "It was 
the best financial move I ever made. I started saving money 
immediately."  Trouble is, living in a vehicle on public streets is 
illegal. Ever since Foster began parking his camper on residential 
streets, first in Hollywood and then in the San Fernando Valley, the 

 



 

motor home dweller has been rousted from one spot to the next by 
annoyed neighbors and police.  Such was the case recently when a 
Studio City resident called the police and demanded that Foster 
clear out of her quiet cul-de-sac.  '"We just don't want this kind of 
thing coming here," the woman told a reporter. Although she 
would not give her name, she said she has lived in the tree-lined 
neighborhood for 62 years and had only recently seen an RV take 
up residence there. She said she wasn't about to tolerate an 
extended visit. "We just worry that once they start encroaching...."  
In the last several years, neighborhoods in the San Fernando and 
Santa Clarita valleys have seen a 66% increase in the number of 
homeless people taking up residence in motor vehicles on public 
streets, while the rest of the county has experienced a drop of 65%, 
according to the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority. 
 
The trend, according to homeless advocates, is partly the result of 
strict enforcement programs instituted in other areas like Venice, 
and an economy that continues to struggle. They also say that the 
growing influx of mobile homeless points up a lack of social 
service programs in the valley areas and that friction between 
housed residents and the homeless will only continue to grow.  
Homeless figures show "a disproportionate level of campers and 
RVs in 2011" in the San Fernando and Santa Clarita valleys, said 
Mark Silverbush, a policy and planning analyst for the homeless 
authority.   
 
Foster, one of roughly 1,200 valley RV dwellers counted last year, 
said he doesn't consider himself homeless, because he has shelter. 
Many other vehicle dwellers feel the same.  "It's not the best 
thing," said Michael Edward Huey, who lives with his wife, Maria, 
in a 32-foot Gulfstream RV on an industrial section of Saticoy 
Street in North Hollywood.   But, he added, "I've got a roof over 
my head, I don't have to pay rent." 
 
UCLA law school professor Gary Blasi, who has studied homeless 

 



 

issues in Los Angeles, said many of those struggling financially 
were bumping up the numbers of mobile homeless.  "The economy 
is still in depression mode for those on the lower end of the 
economic scale," Blasi said. "For a lot of people, a vehicle is the 
last indoor space they're going to see until they start hitting the 
shelters."  Pete White, founder and co-director of Los Angeles 
Community Action Network, a group that advocates for homeless 
and low-income residents, said that although having permanent 
and stable housing was the preferred choice, living in an RV was 
"definitely a viable alternative" to homelessness.  "After Hurricane 
Katrina, the government said that living in a trailer or RV-type 
vehicle was indeed an option in an emergency situation," White 
said. "When we look at the current state of the economy … we are 
definitely in an emergency situation." 
 
Huey said that when he and his wife started to park on Saticoy 
Street near Coldwater Canyon Avenue two years ago, their only 
curbside neighbor was "a guy living in his pickup truck." Now at 
least half a dozen vehicle-homes hug the sidewalks nearby.  "Last 
couple of months you see more and more of them," Huey said.  
One of his neighbors is 73-year-old "Little" Kenny White, who 
lives down the street in a converted Toyota pickup and has hopes 
of finding housing someday. "I'm sick of living this way," White 
said. But for now, he conceded, "it's better than sleeping on the 
sidewalk."  White was quick to point out that he was just someone 
who had fallen on hard times and was not involved with drugs. He 
is an Army veteran and onetime member of a group called Walter 
Ruiz and the San Fernando Sensations, featuring Kenny White. He 
showed off photos of his glory days as a musician, when he 
dressed in a dapper red suit, had his hair slicked back and wore a 
broad smile.  People like White are not always welcome. Vehicle 
owners face regular police checks and must move their vehicles 
every 72 hours to comply with L.A. city parking regulations. 
 
Foster, father of a year-old toddler who lives with her mother, said 

 



 

he believes the hostility stems from prejudice. He insists he isn't a 
vagabond. His camper has wireless Internet access to keep him 
tuned in. He keeps motivated by reading a worn book of 
inspirational quotes by American author Napoleon Hill, best 
known for his self-help book "Think and Grow Rich." And Foster 
owns a shiny black 2010 Toyota Camry, which he keeps parked 
behind the motor home.  "They just look down on me because I 
live in an RV," Foster said. "I don't cause any problems."   
Responding to complaints from neighbors in his Venice 
jurisdiction about a deluge of RV dwellers, L.A. City Councilman 
Bill Rosendahl spearheaded passage in 2010 of an ordinance that 
allows residents to request "no parking" signs on a block-by-block 
basis, prohibiting the overnight parking of oversize vehicles, such 
as RVs. More than two dozen other cities, mainly L.A. County 
beach communities, have similar restrictions.  Rosendahl said new 
rules governing camper parking had resulted in a "dramatic 
decrease" in   RV dwellers on the Westside. And through a 
"vehicles-to-home" program he helped implement last year with 
the nonprofit group People Assisting the Homeless, at least 30 
participants have been moved from campers to apartments, 
Rosendahl said.  But some say that such crackdowns only cause 
the problem of homelessness to move.  Of the 250 RV dwellers 
who used to occupy Venice streets a couple of years ago, there 
were now fewer than 20 because of a law enforcement crackdown, 
said Steve Clare, executive director of the Venice Community 
Housing Corp., which helps low-income residents with low-cost 
housing options.  Many individuals saw their vehicles towed and 
impounded and couldn't afford to get them back, Clare said. Others 
were ticketed and driven out of the community.  "They're just 
parked in somebody else's neighborhood now," Clare said. 
"They're just scattered … with no support system and no help from 
the city or local residents." 
                                                                                                                                     
© LA Times 
***************************************************** 

 



 

http://askville.amazon.com/illegal-live 
vehicle/AnswerViewer.do?requestId=12238757 
Is it illegal to live in your vehicle? 
 
I just heard from some people here at work, that it is illegal to 
sleep or live in your vehicle. Is that true? I always thought you 
could.    Asked by Jinxt 43 months ago   
Answer from darwin™    
A lot depends on where you sleep.  Many cities are making it 
illegal to sleep in your vehicle overnight and are enforcing it. Some 
states, also. For example, it is illegal for people in California to 
sleep in their cars on streets.  However, much depends on WHERE 
you sleep in your vehicle. If you are in an RV park or on private 
land with permission of the land owner, then there isn’t really a 
problem. You can sleep in your car in your own driveway or garage 
(although why one would is another question).  But if you are on a 
public roadway or parking lot, the police can roust you. They can 
even nab you for vagrancy, so it would be important to have an 
actual mailing address, proof of employment, and so on. One 
reason is that it isn’t safe - look at what happened to Michael 
Jordan’s father.   In Santa Barbara they have actually set up gated 
parking lots for folks who need to live in their cars because of the 
recent economic downturns.  
 
http://www.cnn.com/2008/LIVING/wayoflife/05/19/homeless.mo
m/ 
Sources: Cited in Answer AND I have known three people who 
lived and slept in their cars. 
 
              Mom forced to live in car with dogs  
                      by Thelma Gutierrez and Wayne Drash 
SANTA BARBARA, California (CNN)  
Californian Barbara Harvey says she is forced to sleep in her car 
with her dogs after losing her job earlier this year.   A former loan 
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processor, the 67-year-old mother of three grown children said she 
never thought she'd spend her golden years sleeping in her car in a 
parking lot.  "This is my bed, my dogs," she said. "This is my life 
in this car right now."  Harvey was forced into homelessness this 
year after being laid off. She said that three-quarters of her income 
went to paying rent in Santa Barbara, where the median house in 
the scenic oceanfront city costs more than $1 million. She lost her 
condo two months ago and had little savings as backup.  "It went 
to hell in a handbasket," she said. "I didn't think this would happen 
to me. It's just something that I don't think that people think is 
going to happen to them, is what it amounts to. It happens very 
quickly, too." 
 
Harvey now works part time for $8 an hour, and she draws Social 
Security to help make ends meet. But she still cannot afford an 
apartment, and so every night she pulls into a gated parking lot to 
sleep in her car, along with other women who find themselves in a 
similar predicament.  There are 12 parking lots across Santa 
Barbara that have been set up to accommodate the growing 
middle-class homelessness. These lots are believed to be part of 
the first program of its kind in the United States, according to 
organizers.  The lots open at 7 p.m. and close at 7 a.m. and are run 
by New Beginnings Counseling Center, a homeless outreach 
organization.  It is illegal for people in California to sleep in their 
cars on streets. New Beginnings worked with the city to allow the 
parking lots as a safe place for the homeless to sleep in their 
vehicles without being harassed by people on the streets or ticketed 
by police. 
 
Harvey stays at the city's only parking lot for women. "This is very 
safe, and that's why I feel very comfortable," she said.   Nancy 
Kapp, the New Beginnings parking lot coordinator, said the group 
began seeing a need for the lots in recent months as California's 
foreclosure crisis hit the city hard. She said a growing number of 
senior citizens, women and lower- and middle-class families live 

 



 

on the streets. "You look around today, and there are so many," said 
Kapp, who was homeless with her young daughter two decades 
ago. "I see women sleeping on benches. It's heartbreaking."  She 
added, "The way the economy is going, it's just amazing the people 
that are becoming homeless. It's hit the middle class."  She and 
others with New Beginnings walk the streets looking for people 
and families sleeping in their cars. The workers inform them about 
the parking lot program.  New Beginnings screens people to make 
sure they won't cause trouble. No alcohol or drugs are allowed in 
the parking lots.  "What we are trying to do is we pull bad apples 
out, and we put good apples in the parking lots and really help 
people out," said Shaw Tolley, another coordinator with New 
Beginnings.  Most of the time, the lots are transition points. New 
Beginnings works with each person to try to find a more 
permanent housing solution.  "It saddens me when they live in 
their vehicles," Tolley said. "It is not the most ideal situation for 
senior citizens and families, but it is reality.   He added, "We need 
to engage this problem. This is reality."  John Quigley, an 
economics professor at the University of California-Berkeley, said 
the California housing crisis has left many middle-class families 
temporarily homeless or forced them to go to food banks to feed 
their families.  "Part of the reason why it's so painful in Santa 
Barbara is, there's so little in the way of alternative housing," 
Quigley said. "If there were alternative low and moderate housing 
and rental accommodations that were reasonably close by, you can 
imagine it wouldn't have this desperate look to it as people living 
in their cars."  At the only lot for women in Santa Barbara, it's a 
tough existence. There are no showers or running water. On the 
night CNN visited, a half-dozen women were in the parking lot 
before nightfall.  Linn Labou, 54, lives in her car with four cats. 
She used to be in the National Guard and is on a waiting list for 
government housing, but the wait is a year long.  "I went looking 
for family, but I couldn't get them to help me," she said.   As for 
Harvey, she begins each day by walking her two dogs before going 
to her part-time job. She leaves the dogs in her car with its 

 



 

windows cracked while she works.  It's another chapter in her life 
that she's certain she'll get through. Her 19-year-old daughter 
moved in with friends to avoid being homeless. Her other children 
live overseas, and she didn't want to tell them about her living 
status.   Even if her children offered to help, she said, she wouldn't 
accept it. "They know me well enough to know that I will get 
through this."  "My daughter especially is very unhappy. 
Sometimes she'll cry, and she'll call and say, 'Mom, I just can't 
stand it that you are living in a car,' " Harvey said. "I'll say, 'You 
know what? This is OK for right now, because I'm safe, I'm 
healthy, the dogs are doing OK, and I have a job, and things will 
get better.' " 
                                                                                                                                               
© CNN 
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http://www.rvbusiness.com/2011/03/santa-barbara-rv-dwellers-
fighting-city-hall                  
  Santa Barbara RV Dwellers Fighting City Hall   
  
March 16, 2011 Attorneys for Santa Barbara, Calif., RV dwellers 
want a Superior Court Judge to throw out a settlement they made 
with the City in 2007, because, they say, the city isn’t honoring its 
terms, the Santa Barbara Independent reported.  Specifically, they 
argue that the city promised to prohibit RV parking at night, and 
during the day, in limited areas only—essentially between the 101 
Freeway and the beach. Yet, in the last two years, “No RV 
Parking” signs have been sprouting up all over town, effectively 
discriminating against an entire class of vehicles and the people 
who live in them. 
 
“Our position is the city did not honor the settlement,” said Joe 
Allen, one of two lawyers for the nonprofit group, Homes on 
Wheels (HOW).  The motion wants the 2007 settlement vacated 

 



 

and HOW’s original lawsuit reinstated. A hearing is scheduled for 
April 7.   In early 2003, the city passed an ordinance making it 
illegal to park an RV on any street in Santa Barbara overnight and 
for no more than two hours at a time during the day. Allen, and The 
Legal Project’s Glen Mowrer, challenged the law on behalf of 
HOW. The settlement they ultimately reached with the city was to 
have allowed RVs be prohibited at night in the waterfront, but 
allowed in other areas above the 101.  In 2009, when the city’s RV 
ordinance was updated, it gave the Public Works Department 
authority to post “No RV Parking” signs on any street that was 
within 500 feet of a school, a park, a hospital, a church or a 
handful of other locations. Browning Allen, transportation manager 
for the City Public Works Department, said such postings would 
only be considered when a number of RVs were congregating on a 
block and if someone complained.  “We get a request, then the 
police department will take a look,” said Allen. After that, his 
department evaluates whether the particular RVs are within 500 
feet of one of the prohibited locations and if they are indeed 
causing a problem.  “For some of the areas where were having RVs 
parked, they were doing things that weren’t appropriate for our 
community,” said Browning, alluding to drug dealing and 
prostitution. Then he added, “We got a lot of RVs in town and not 
everyone is doing something that is a problem.”   As of September 
2009, 136 “No RV Parking” signs had been posted around the city. 
 
Nancy McCradie is one of HOW’s three original founders. She 
lived in an RV with her husband, “Protest” Bob Hanson, for 
decades.  “Everywhere that people park, or have been parking two 
or three (at a time), a sign goes up,” she said. What happens is, 
someone finds a spot, then another RV comes and parks there too, 
because nighttime spots are rare, and also because RV dwellers 
have something of a community. But as soon as more than one 
vehicle is located on a street, it draws the attention of city 
Transportation officials, McCradie said.   Hammett, 42, lives in an 
RV, which he parks on a street bordering the freeway. He’s legal 

 



 

there during the day, he said, but at night he drives to a private lot, 
where the owner is nice enough to let him stay.  “I’ve not gotten 
tickets, I’ve gotten warnings,” said Hammett. “At odd hours, 
(police) asked me to move on.” 
“To selectively say that RVs are somehow harming the 
community, whereas monstrous buses or four-wheel tractor 
trailers aren’t, it makes one suspect that this is an attack  against 
the poor who have no housing,” said Mowrer.  Between 120 and 
140 vehicle dwellers are now participating in the New Beginnings’ 
Safe Parking Program, according to Nancy Kapp, who is one of its 
two managers. The program lets vehicle dwellers park in 
designated parking lots around the city and county. Some are 
public, some are privately offered by churches and business. But 
vehicle dwellers must to leave their lots by 7 a.m.  But for some 
people, even having to move a vehicle around the block is a 
stretch, Kapp said.   “You got to understand, these people are 
homeless. A lot of them don’t have money for gas.” 
                                                                                                                                 
© RV Business 
***************************************************** 
http://www.independent.com/news/2011/mar/15/rv-dwellers-seek-
reopen-lawsuit/   >> News >> Homeless 
        RV Dwellers Seek to Reopen Lawsuit Attorneys  
  for RV Dwellers Say City Has Reneged on Its Promise 
                               Tuesday, March 15, 2011 
                            by ISABELLE T. WALKER 
 
Attorneys for Santa Barbara RV dwellers want a Superior Court 
Judge to throw out a settlement they made with the city in 2007, 
because, they say, the city isn't honoring its terms.  Specifically, 
they argue that the city promised to prohibit RV parking at night, 
and during the day, in limited areas only-essentially between the 
101 freeway and the beach. Yet, in the last two years, "No RV 
Parking" signs have been sprouting up all over town, effectively 
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discriminating against an entire class of vehicles and the people 
who live in them.  "Our position is the city did not honor the 
settlement," said Joe Allen, one of two lawyers for the nonprofit 
group Homes on Wheels (HOW).  The motion wants the 2007 
settlement vacated and HOW's original lawsuit reinstated. A 
hearing is scheduled for April 7.                    
To read more, see homelessinsb.org. 
 
COMMENTS 
If I want to camp in my RV i have to pay $ to go to a state park or 
other formal campground. How can these people think it is 
perfectly fine to treat downtown SB like their own free urban 
campground? They should have to pay $30 a night like they would 
if they were camping anywhere else.    DBD (anonymous profile)  
March 15, 2011 at 4:35 p.m.  
* 
Then everyone would have to pay $30 a night to park their car on 
the street. EZK (anonymous profile)  March 15, 2011 at 4:44 p.m.  
* 
Agricultural vandalism is up again, and the budget crises is 
reducing the rural crime task force. Why don't you mobile home 
folks get a job living in the country helping a working person 
guard his fields, pumps, engines, tractors and pipe. 
shortrees (anonymous profile)  March 15, 2011 at 8:39 p.m.  
* 
Riiiight, shortrees. Some RV dweller is gong to approach a farmer 
and say he'll guard his field equipment. Either the farmer is going 
to tell him to eff off or call the sheriff to tell them that a protection 
racket is taking place.  What color is the sky in your universe? 
SezMe (anonymous profile)  March 16, 2011 at 1:32 a.m.  
* 
Riiiight, DBD. Those wealthy RV dwellers can easily fork over 
$30/night parking fee. After all, they're living hand-to-mouth 
because it's fun, doncha know.  What color is the sky in your 
universe?   SezMe (anonymous profile)   

 



 

March 16, 2011 at 1:35 a.m.  
* 
Please let me know your address SezMe. I'll be by later tonight 
with my 35' RV. Hope you don't mind me running the generator for 
a bit. Since I obviously can't afford to pay for anything, you will 
tell the cops it's ok for me to park in front of your house, right? Oh, 
and the sky is blue thanks to caring individuals such as yourself.  
DBD (anonymous profile)  March 16, 2011   
* 
$900/month rent seems pretty steep for a street parking spot 
($30/night)  You can get a nice studio apartment with a kitchen, 
bathroom and full plumbing for that price.  Is it zoning or 
regulations that prohibits someone from opening an RV park with 
modest monthly fees?  Maybe $200/month includes the right to 
dump your waste, and then charge extra for amenities like spots 
with water and electricity hookups, etc.. 
loonpt (anonymous profile)  March 16, 2011 at 10:56 a.m.  
* 
Driving and owning a RV, or any vehicle, is a privilege not a right. 
Local Govt can regulate roads and parking as they see fit. This case 
is without merit and is only a scare tactic against the city, go ahead 
sue away.     CManSB (anonymous profile)   
March 16, 2011 at 11:39 a.m.  
* 
Wow CMan, in what sort of tyrannical universe is being able to 
own property, travel and sleep not an inherent right of being alive? 
Driving IS a right, in fact the right to travel is in the Constitution. 
You should only LOSE that right when you infringe on the rights 
of others, hurt someone, damage or steal their property.  If I'm 
tired, I should be able to pull my car over and go to sleep in a 
parking space. People with larger vehicles should be able to do that 
as well; however, they should also have the option of pulling into a 
private lot and rent a space for the night where they can be 
protected from criminals and not be harassed by others in the 
neighborhood. Obviously there is a need for this type of service in 

 



 

this town, so I'm not sure why it isn't available at a reasonable 
price. I suggested that perhaps the reason was because of zoning or 
city regulations.  Back to the original topic, rights were not 
intended to be something that the government grants, they are 
something that we are inherently born with.  When you give the 
government the ability to grant rights, then you assume they have 
the ability to take those rights away. That is a dangerous society 
you describe, one that will end very badly. 
loonpt (anonymous profile)  March 16, 2011 at 12:44 p.m.  
* 
In my universe, the rotten apples don't cause the government to 
pass a new law. Basically what I meant to say is get a haircut, get 
off drugs and get a job. 
shortrees (anonymous profile)  March 16, 2011 at 6:45pm  
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RV Group Suing City 
Homes On Wheels (HOW) Sues City over 2009 Parking 
Ordinance 
 
Friday, August 12, 2011 
by ISABELLE T. WALKER 
 
An attorney for a recreational vehicle (RV) advocacy group called 
Homes On Wheels (HOW) has filed a lawsuit against the City of 
Santa Barbara, asking the court to strike down a 2009 RV Parking 
Ordinance because it discriminates against people who use RVs for 
transportation and habitation. 
 
Attorney Joe Allen, acting on behalf of HOW and RV dwellers 
Linda Miller and Gregory Rose, said the ordinance makes it 
impossible for RV dwellers to park near many schools, churches, 
hospitals, and public parks in the city without risking a costly 

 



 

ticket that could also lead to the loss of their vehicle. “The city has 
never established that there is a special problem with RVs being 
parked [near] a park or a school, other than their being owned by 
poor people,” Allen said.   “The City has never established that 
there is a special problem with RVs being parked [near] a park or a 
school, other than their being owned by poor people". 
 
COMMENTS 
How about that it's illegal for ANY vehicle to be parked for longer 
than 72 hours in the same place on the street, or that it would 
inhibit street cleaning operations that reduce the amount of debris 
being introduced into creeks, or that they reduce the width of the 
travelled way thereby increasing the likelihood of vehicle conflicts 
on street now made narrower? Or, simply, no one likes looking at 
them?  sbdude   August 12, 2011 at 4:57 p.m.  
* 
So it is against the law for my poor self (trust me, I ain't rich) to 
leave a car parked for >72 hrs @ 1 spot on the streets, but 
somehow it is unconstitutional for RV's to be prohibited from 
doing the same? Aw, come on, give me a break already!  Maybe 
what the city needs to do is establish a campground for these folks 
to settle into & then just watch the whole scene get deterriorated 
over time as the lowliest of the dregs begin to set up camp & fight 
for resources.  Get ready for SB to roll ut the welcome mat once 
again because homeless incorporated has a new cause celebre: 
RV's :) henry   hank  August 12, 2011 at 5:52 p.m.  
* 
You’re scaring me now Henry. I totally agree with you. This RV 
parking thing has not been managed well. My bleeding heart 
understands that there are folks who have no place else to live. But 
they cannot just park their home anywhere. There is very little 
“free” space. Even State Parks cost 10 bucks just to spend the day 
(overnight will cost you more). We need a place for these people to 
park and we need to charge them something to deal with the mess 
they make and to police their weird conflicts. The City’s ordinance 

 



 

may not be perfect, but you have to regulate it somehow. 
Eckermann   August 12, 2011 at 6:14 p.m.  
* 
The city ordinance in question is not about the duration of RV 
parking on the street, but rather their size and location. 
John_Adams   August 13, 2011 at 7:29 a.m.  
* 
I hope that the city fights this lawsuit hard. Prior to this ordinance, 
where I live, the lower east side, near a school, was littered with 
these RVs and the trash the occupants leave, including human 
waste. I think it should be a citywide ordinance with space for a 
nighttime occupancy RV park provided: What about Earl Warren 
showgrounds? 
 
And it wasn't only low income people, but others would come for 
the winter and run a powerline from their friends' house to the RV 
and stay for months. Right across the street from Franklin School! 
If a city has the right to zone for housing, surely it has the right to 
zone against on-street housing! 
 
Basic question: does a city have the obligation to provide space for 
housing for everyone who wants to live there? Free space? I don't 
think so, especially if there is nearby land, the county, for instance, 
which could provide housing space. I don't think I can set up my 
tent anywhere, even if I am willing to pay for the tent spot. 
at_large   August 13, 2011 at 8:20 a.m.  
* 
@_large, here in Isla Vista we get some of those & I have seen the 
same effects you speak of. It is DISGUSTING!  It is a fact, none of 
us can just show up & pitch a tent anywhere w/out legal 
repercussions, ain't gonna happen. The city has ZERO obligation 
to provide anything to the RVer's, but somehow, some way 
homeless incorporated will throw in OUR $0.02 worth into the 
equation. I can just see it now, a special task force, more outreach 
programs, more resources, all on our $$$ because after all, we just 

 



 

keep it (the $$$ that is) coming. 
There SHOULD be a legit lot for poor RVer's to camp, but there 
should be some criteria involved: 
1) NO DRUGS OR ALCOHOL! 
2) Must have employment. 
3) RV must be registered. 
4) A police presence will be there. 
5) Rent will be charged to cover sanitation & services. 
6) A regular site inspection will take place to assure civility. 
7) NO WEAPONS! 
8) Any $$$ from this program will undergo strict scrutiny. 
9) RV's MUST BE IN OPERATIONAL ORDER. 
10) ANY "TENANTS" NOT MEETING THESE 
REQUIREMENTS/CRITERIA WILL BE SUBJECT TO A 
SPEEDY EVICTION FROM THE PREMISES! 
 
This program would make residents accountable for their actions 
& the actions of those around them.  I know, I know, they're poor. 
So what?! The goal should be to create self-sufficiency, something 
homeless incorporated has yet to teach it's clients. I have no 
problem w/ this approach, the ONLY problem I have is where the 
initial funding is going to come from & that would probably mean 
us :) henry hank    August 13, 2011 at 2:23 p.m. 
* 
Hank's suggestion sounds a lot like a state park. 
4WS  August 13, 2011 at 3:06 p.m. 
* 
There are all kinds. This applies to RV'ers and to people who live 
in their car and people who live in rented apartments and 
mansions. 
I know some real nut jobs who have lots of real estate they hide out 
in and they would never make it outside of their citadels of wealth.  
And I know of at least one RV resident, from out of state, who is 
making life miserable for other people who participate in the Safe 
Parking Program. 

 



 

 
But we can't just get rid of people, either. In case you haven't 
checked, even the most discourteous RV'er is actually one of our 
fellow human beings. But, yeah, if they are dripping motor oil out 
in front of my house that I am paying a mortgage on it doesn't 
seem fair that they can just set up without meeting certain 
standards of conduct. 
 
Wherein lies the rub. 
 
I agree with Hank's general concept of behavioural standards and 
contribution to maintenance as well as putting some thought into 
what locations are and are not appropriate. 
 
But another factor which seems to be overlooked is the raw 
quantitative factor: there is a certain population of "informal" 
housing situations, such as RV's, which do not generate a lot of 
adverse consequences. And there is a threshold at which the 
adverse consequences are too proximal to existing land uses and 
are thus fairly subject to regulation. 
 
If the numbers were increased by a factor of ten, or a hundred, or a 
thousand, sooner or later there would be qualitatively different 
situation evolving. So some kind of disincentive to an endless 
influx of miscreant, misanthropic and irresponsible new RV users 
is in order, and is consistent with the principles of the Democratic 
Party which is dedicated to preserving the integrity of 
neighborhoods particularly for working people who are more likely 
to experience the environmental impact associated with transient 
occupancy of motor vehicles. 
 
Murillo has made it very clear that she is quite sensitive to such 
matters, as has Falcone, in her case, perhaps to excess. Similarly, 
Schwartz is also aware of the need for balanced and sensitive 
handling of issues of this nature - there is no need to resort to the 

 



 

Frankensteinian excesses of Francisco-esque rhetoric. In any case, 
Joe Allen is tilting at windmills, and this lawsuit is likely to go 
nowhere. No need to get all worked up over this, it is a purely legal 
exercise and frankly I am baffled that an attorney of Joe's stature is 
associating his name with such a far fetched brief. 
Geof_Bard   August 13, 2011 at 4:11 p.m.  
* 
Blaming the lawyer (Joe Allen) is not really an effective argument 
or rebuttal.  If you are upset at a land developer or builder, do you 
blame Amerikaner who represents the builder applicant, or do you 
blame Chytilo who represents the nearby property owner or 
environmental organization? 
John_Adams August 14, 2011 at 10:57 a.m.  
* 
A lot of well heeled travelers riding in million dollar Prevost 
coaches will not be showing up anytime soon in SB because there 
isn't really a place for them here. Those people and their coaches 
are out there on the highway every day of the year looking for 
good places to stay and play, shop, etc. they go to other cities. 
GluteousMaximus   August 14, 2011 at 9:11 p.m.  
* 
"The city ordinance in question is not about the duration of RV 
parking on the street, but rather their size and location." 
 
If I recall, the city ordinance does not allow overnight parking for 
RV's south of 101 downtown, and apparently also has regulations 
regarding proximity to schools and churches. This is an overnight 
restriction, not a 72 hour restriction. 
loonpt   August 15, 2011 at 12:38 a.m.  
* 
If this Ordinance is kicked out, the city will fill up with RVs. 
Property owners want to rule. When you have property, you can 
park on your own property. This is the democracy thing again. One 
man one vote. That is why Obama thinks he can get the illegal 
alien vote. No, the property owners own Santa Barbara. Not the 

 



 

tourists. comentor   August 15, 2011 at 7:08 a.m.  
* 
Comentor: "the property owners own Santa Barbara. Not the 
tourists." 
 
Good points in your post, but here's where I have to add the 
following: the RVer's being spoken of here aren't "tourists" in any 
way, shape or form. They're "homeless" living out of their RV's 
wanting a free place to camp. I know my plan listed above sounds 
like a state beach (HAHAHA! got a laugh from that in a good way, 
thanks 4WS!), but if the "homeless" want a place to "camp" 
legally, then there are rules they must abide by, just like property 
owners & the average renter do :) henry 
hank   August 15, 2011 at 8:22 a.m.  
* 
sbdude: No one wants to look at you, so you should be illegal. 
hank: you're the lowliest of the dregs, so we don't want you here. 
It's all in the eye of the beholder. 
 
Nimby doesn't seem to work well, in SB or anywhere else. A lot of 
us think crooked cops are more objectionable than beater RV's. A 
lot of us think the city's use of imminent domain to destroy local 
businesses in order to build a mall consisting of national chain 
stores, in order protect SB's "small town" atmosphere, according 
the Sustainable SB website (using redevelopment money to 
remove the "blight" of small businesses) is more objectionable 
than unsightly RV's. A lot of us think that spending a larger and 
larger percent of our tax dollars on cops and eliminating other 
residents employment to do so is more objectionable than RV's. 
Some of us find self-righteous, morally superior critics of the 
homeless more objectionable than homeless people.  
 
We're not going to see fewer older RV's in the near future, given 
the current economy, and hostility towards them or their owners 
sure isn't going to improve the situation.  SBPD's practice in 

 



 

issuing RV parking citations is discriminatory against low-income 
people - I've seen many newer, expensive RV's, converted full-size 
buses, etc., parked for months in residential neighborhoods without 
being ticketed, and many of the same parked in driveways that are 
used as permanent housing, also illegal. 
 
Santa Barbara lost the Homes on Wheels lawsuit because the city's 
RV parking signs were in violation of California law, and this court 
decision includes the legal point that traffic control signs, including 
parking signs, are state law and that local municipalities don't have 
the legal authority to use signs that don't conform to state law. 
SBPD is still ignoring state law with respect to No Parking signs, 
and also ignoring the Homes on Wheels decision. It seems likely 
that, regardless of city finances, city leaders will continue to 
budget the cost of the city's defense against lawsuits claiming civil 
rights violations against residents through reductions in services to 
residents. 
 
Santa Monica's attitude towards the homeless (I'm guessing that 
the people represented in this lawsuit are RV residents, usually 
referred to as homeless in SB) is an attempt to solve problems, 
rather than to hate people into non-existence. In SB we have a 
problem with some RV dwellers dumping sewage, which isn't 
tolerable. We also have homeless people who have no access to 
restrooms urinating in public, etc. Santa Monica's solution was to 
build public restrooms with showers, our solution is to arrest 
people for urinating in public. Maybe if someone is arrested 20 
times for this (@ ? $$$) they'll change their behavior and no longer 
need to urinate?   14noscams  August 15, 2011 at 4:10 p.m.  
* 
"hank: you're the lowliest of the dregs, so we don't want you here." 
What's this we noise White man, you got a mouse in your pocket? 
HAHAHA! :) henry 
hank   August 16, 2011 at 7:24 a.m.  
* 

 



 

Someone addressing a comment to a non-existent white man has a 
problem unrelated to RV parking or this litigation. 
14noscams  August 16, 2011 
***************************************************** 
http://www.rollingstone.com/culture/news/the-sharp-sudden-
decline-of-americas-middle-class-20120622 
The Sharp, Sudden Decline of America's Middle 
Class 
They had good, stable jobs - until the recession hit. Now they're 
living out of their cars in parking lots. 
 
BY JEFF TIETZ  June 25, 2012 11:45 AM ET 
 
Every night around nine, Janis Adkins falls asleep in the back of 
her Toyota Sienna van in a church parking lot at the edge of Santa 
Barbara, California. On the van's roof is a black Yakima 
SpaceBooster, full of previous-life belongings like a snorkel and 
fins and camping gear. Adkins, who is 56 years old, parks the van 
at the lot's remotest corner, aligning its side with a row of dense, 
shading avocado trees. The trees provide privacy, but they are also 
useful because she can pick their fallen fruit, and she doesn't 
always- have enough to eat. Despite a continuous, two-year job 
search, she remains without dependable work. She says she doesn't 
need to eat much – if she gets a decent hot meal in the morning, 
she can get by for the rest of the day on a piece of fruit or bulk-
purchased almonds – but food stamps supply only a fraction of her 
nutritional needs, so foraging opportunities are welcome. 
 
Prior to the Great Recession, Adkins owned and ran a successful 
plant nursery in Moab, Utah. At its peak, it was grossing $300,000 
a year. She had never before been unemployed – she'd worked for 
40 years, through three major recessions. During her first year of 
unemployment, in 2010, she wrote three or four cover letters a day, 
five days a week. Now, to keep her mind occupied when she's not 
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looking for work or doing odd jobs, she volunteers at an animal 
shelter called the Santa Barbara- Wildlife Care Network. ("I 
always ask for the most physically hard jobs just to get out my 
frustration," she says.) She has permission to pick fruit directly 
from the branches of the shelter's orange and avocado trees. 
Another benefit is that when she scrambles eggs to hand-feed 
wounded seabirds, she can surreptitiously make a dish for herself. 
By the time Adkins goes to bed – early, because she has to get up 
soon after sunrise, before parishioners or church employees arrive 
– the four other people who overnight in the lot have usually 
settled in: a single mother who lives in a van with her two teenage 
children and keeps assiduously to herself, and a wrathful, mentally 
unstable woman in an old Mercedes sedan whom Adkins avoids. 
By mutual unspoken agreement, the three women park in the same 
spots every night, keeping a minimum distance from each other. 
When you live in your car in a parking lot, you value any reliable 
area of enclosing stillness. "You get very territorial," Adkins says. 
 
Each evening, 150 people in 113 vehicles spend the night in 23 
parking lots in Santa Barbara. The lots are part of Safe Parking, a 
program that offers overnight permits to people living in their 
vehicles. The nonprofit that runs the program, New Beginnings 
Counseling Center, requires participants to have a valid driver's 
license and current registration and insurance. The number of 
vehicles per lot ranges from one to 15, and lot hours are generally 
from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. Fraternization among those who sleep in the 
lots is implicitly discouraged – the fainter the program's presence, 
the less likely it will provoke complaints from neighboring homes 
and churches and businesses (author‘s note: direct evidence of 
segregation‘s damage). 
The Safe Parking program is not the product of a benevolent 
government. Santa Barbara's mild climate and sheltered beachfront 
have long attracted the homeless, and the city has sometimes 
responded with punitive measures. (An appeals court compared 
one city ordinance forbidding overnight RV parking to anti-Okie 

 



 

laws in the 1930s.) To aid Santa Barbara's large homeless 
population, local activists launched the Safe Parking program in 
2003. But since the Great Recession began, the number of lots and 
participants in the program has doubled. By 2009, formerly 
middle-class people like Janis Adkins had begun turning up – 
teachers and computer repairmen and yoga instructors seeking 
refuge in the city's parking- lots. Safe-parking programs in other 
cities have experienced a similar influx of middle-class exiles, and 
their numbers are not expected to decrease anytime soon. It can 
take years for unemployed workers from the middle class to burn 
through their resources – savings, credit, salable belongings, home 
equity, loans from family and friends. Some 5.4 million Americans 
have been without work for at least six months, and an estimated 
750,000 of them are completely broke or heading inexorably 
toward destitution. In California, where unemployment remains at 
11 percent, middle-class refugees like Janis Adkins are only the 
earliest arrivals. "She's the tip of the iceberg," says Nancy Kapp, 
the coordinator of the Safe Parking program. "There are many 
people out there who haven't hit bottom yet, but they're on their 
way – they're on their way." 
 
Kapp, who was herself homeless for a time many years ago, is 
blunt, indefatig-able, raptly empathetic. She works out of a 
minuscule office in the Salvation Army building in downtown 
Santa Barbara. On the wall is a map encompassing the program's 
parking lots – a vivid graphic of the fall of the middle class. Kapp 
expects more disoriented, newly impoverished families to request 
spots in the Safe Parking program this year, and next year, and the 
year after that. 
 
"When you come to me, you've hit rock bottom," Kapp says. 
"You've already done everything you possibly could to avoid being 
homeless. You maybe have a teeny bit of savings left. People are 
crying, they're saying, 'I've never experienced this before. I've 
never been homeless.' They don't want to mix with homeless 

 



 

people. They're like, 'I'm not going over to those people' – 
sometimes they call them 'those people.' So now they're lost, 
they're humiliated, they're rejected, they're scared, and they're very 
ashamed. I'm worried about the psychological damage it does 
when you have a place and then, all of a sudden, you're in your car. 
You have to be depressed just from the fall itself, from losing 
everything and not understanding how it could happen." 
 
One evening last spring, I visit Janis Adkins in her parking lot at 
the Goleta Community Covenant Church. When I turn into the 
driveway, the sun has fallen to the horizon. The other residents 
haven't arrived yet, and Adkins' van, at the far corner of the lot, 
seems almost metaphysically solitary, drawn to the parcel of 
greenery at the asphalt's edge. 
 
Because the night is chilly and the van shell seems to draw the cold 
inward, Adkins has already tucked herself in, reclining against 
pillows and a rolled sleeping bag at the back corner of the van, 
beneath blankets and layers of piled-up fleece clothing. For 
privacy, Adkins has put silver sunshades in the front windshield; a 
row of clean shirts and blouses suspended on hangers obscures the 
lot-facing side window. By the light of a little LED bulb in a 
camping headlamp, she is reading a novel called The Invisible 
Ones, whose main characters are gypsies. 
 
Adkins has tousled blond-gray hair and the kind of deep, 
unaffected tan that comes from working outdoors. She grew up in a 
middle-class family in Santa Barbara, but eventually took off to 
become a river guide in Utah. Adkins engages you frankly, her 
manner almost practiced in its evenness: few gesticulations, steady 
intonation. Across the ceiling of the van she has affixed a silken 
red-and-gold banner that spells out a Buddhist chant of 
compassion. She practices yoga and meditation and believes in the 
Buddhist concept of equanimity; she takes comfort in the parable 
of the Zen ox herder, who tries and fails, day after day, to break a 

 



 

raging ox. When a friend calls to ask how she's doing, she often 
says, "Still riding the ox." 
 
But the rigors of homelessness – the sudden loss of the signifiers of 
her selfhood – regularly breach the protection of detachment; the 
trick for her is regaining it quickly. "When negative thoughts 
come, it's important to be able to say, 'It's just a thought,'" she tells 
me. "'Just let it go.' When I get really down, I try to look at a 
worse-case scenario, like the pictures of the Haiti earthquake. I go, 
'What could I do to help?' Things like that drive me forward." She 
also reminds herself to be grateful: to Starbucks for free cups of 
hot water, to the YMCA for her discounted membership, to the 
Safe Parking program. Gratitude snuffs out self-pity. 
 
Before the financial crash decimated the value of her home and her 
customer base, Adkins had been contemplating selling her nursery, 
High Desert Gardens, and going to work for a humanitarian or 
environmental organization. But the suddenness and violence of 
the recession took her by surprise. The nursery specialized in 
drought-tolerant plants and offered more than 100 species of trees. 
Over the years, she had developed a deep base of horticultural 
knowledge, and people came from long distances to seek her 
advice. Business was good enough that she could leave her 
employees in charge of the nursery and travel for a month or so 
every summer to escape the harsh Moab heat. 
 
Within two years of the crash, sales had dropped by 50 percent and 
the value of her land had fallen by more than that. Four banks 
refused to help her refinance. "Everyone was talking about 
bailouts," she recalls. "I said, 'I'm not asking for a bailout, I'm 
asking you to work with me.' They look at you, no expression on 
their faces, saying, 'There's nothing we can do.'" She had to shut 
the nursery down and sell everything she could to avoid 
foreclosure: "I was practically giving stuff away just to try to make 
some money. Started selling everything that wasn't permanent. I 

 



 

was going to sell the doors, the windows, the gates if I could, but 
they told me I couldn't." She decided not to file for bankruptcy: It 
would have cost her thousands of dollars and require her to give up 
her van, which she was determined to keep. When she had nothing 
left to sell to make her mortgage payments, she was forced to put 
her home on the market, clearing only $4,000 on the sale. 
 
"I was spinning out of control," she says. "I was starting to lose my 
wits. It's very surreal being at a level of depression where it's easier 
to think about suicide and dying than it is to bend over and pick 
something up you're stepping over. It was getting bad enough that 
my friends started looking at me, going, 'You better get out of 
here.' The only functional thing I could figure out was to just go. I 
thought I would go travel and figure out what I wanted to do next. 
So some friends packed up my house and we converted my van so 
I could have as much stuff in there as possible, and I just left." 
 
However long it takes to lose everything, to get to the point where 
you're driving away from your repossessed home, the final 
unraveling seems eye-blink fast, because there is no way to 
imagine it. Even if you've been unemployed for a year and are 
months-delinquent on your mortgage, you still won't have a mental 
category for your own homelessness; it's impossible to project 
yourself into the scenario. The reality, when it occurs and endures, 
seems to have sprung from nowhere.  Without reflection, Adkins 
drove to a wildlife refuge she knew about in Arizona. She thought 
perhaps she could get a volunteer job there, something to keep her 
busy, but she soon realized that the plan would leave her with no 
way to make ends meet. "I went to a place by this lake and I just 
stayed there for 10 days and cried and slept. I was so bad." 
Eventually she headed to Santa Barbara. She hoped that old 
connections might help her find work, but it wasn't long before she 
began running out of money. 
 
Sitting in her van, we chat a bit about High Desert Gardens and the 

 



 

gypsy book and her volunteer work at the wildlife shelter. 
Eventually I ask how she gets by. She says that a cousin in town 
gives her food and cash when she can, and a woman at the church 
arranges informal gardening work for her. Various people she 
knows give her their recycling so she can redeem the cans and 
bottles, and she borrows money from friends and acquaintances, 
like the manager of the wildlife shelter. Having maxed out her 
borrowing capacity, though, she is increasingly unable to pay what 
she owes to places like the YMCA, where she goes to shower. She 
wouldn't be adverse to dumpster-diving – "I hear there's good 
food" – but she's not strong enough to climb the sides. 
 
"I actually tried panhandling a couple months ago," she says. "I 
was so broke. I had, like, a dollar. And I didn't know what else to 
do, so I went to the library and Googled 'effective panhandling.'" 
 
"Really?" I ask. 
 
"I wouldn't make that up," she says, laughing. "There were a lot of 
different strategies. One site said do not dress up, dress down. 
Look sad. Don't be negative in your signs. Say thank you 
constantly. Be humble for real, don't be phony-humble." 
 
Adkins couldn't bring herself to look dirty. Then she remembered 
that after the stock market imploded, guys in business suits had 
walked through New York's financial district wearing sandwich 
boards with their résumés on them. "People read them because it's 
so ridiculous, it's effective," she says. So she picked a strategic 
thoroughfare in Santa Barbara, dressed for a job interview, and 
spent her last money making copies of her résumé, laminating one 
so that drivers could handle it without getting it dirty. She found a 
four-foot-tall piece of cardboard at a grocery store and wrote on it: 
 
I'D RATHER BE WORKING  
HIRE ME IF YOU HAVE A JOB 

 



 

 
Then she stood alongside the road and held up the sign. The day 
was so windy it was hard to hold on to. "I was like, 'Please hire 
me,' and everybody's flying by, trying to ignore you, but this one 
guy drives up, looks at my résumé, looks at me and goes, 'Very 
effective. I'll take one of those.' I said, 'Thank you, I really 
appreciate that,' but I never heard from him. And then a homeless 
guy came up to me and goes, 'Wow. That ain't gonna work.' I didn't 
want to talk to him about it. I just wanted to stick my sign out there 
– I didn't have any more cardboard. And about halfway into it, I 
just started crying and I couldn't stop. I was so embarrassed. It was 
incredibly humiliating. You know how a lot of women hold their 
hand over their mouth when they cry? I started doing that, and 
that's when I raked in the money. I was sort of scared because there 
were so many cars that I was boxed in, and I was holding this 
gigantic sign and I was saying, 'I'd rather work, I'd rather you take 
my résumé, please help,' and I'm crying and the dollars just started 
coming out of the windows." But finally she cried herself out, and 
people stopped giving. She made $12 in three hours, all of it drawn 
by tears. 
 
"And then I went out the next day and didn't get squat," she says. 
"I was trying to figure out, 'Should I start crying on purpose?' But 
how do you cry on purpose?" 
 
Curtis and Concita cates spent the better part of a year sleeping in 
their Nissan Titan pickup with their 13-year-old son, Canaan, in the 
parking lot of the Santa Barbara Community Church. The pickup 
was one of five authorized vehicles in the lot, which is three miles 
east of the church where Adkins parks. To the north rise the low 
peaks flanking San Marcos Pass, and an overflow lot across the 
street offers a view of the outspread city and the ocean beyond it. 
The Cateses had met Nancy Kapp by chance at the Salvation 
Army, where they'd gone in search of food. She'd given them a 
white permit for the front window of their pickup. When they 

 



 

arrived at the church, they found a Safe Parking porta-potty at the 
corner of the lot. 
 
The Cateses ended up in the Safe Parking program after losing 
their jobs almost simultaneously. Curtis installed and repaired fire 
sprinklers in Phoenix; Concita worked as a pharmacy technician. 
Their combined income averaged $60,000 a year. Before the Great 
Recession, they had never been jobless. They lost their home after 
exhausting their available cash and the money in Curtis' medical 
savings account. Their oldest child was in college, and they were 
able to send their next oldest to live with his aunt. With Canaan, 
they drove to California to stay with relatives. When they arrived, 
however, they found that another family, also recently homeless, 
had already moved in. There were now 11 people, all but one of 
them unemployed, sharing a single small house. 
 
"A bunch of us slept all piled up in a room," Curtis recalls. 
 
"Everyone had their own sleeping habits," Concita says. 
 
"And in the kitchen, you're trying to figure out, 'OK, this is my 
food. Do I share it?'" Curtis says. "It gets down to little things like 
that. You would buy milk and have it there for the kids and 
someone else would take it. It got to the point where people would 
take our cooler and hide it in their room and save it for their own 
people." 
 
The situation became unbearable, and the Cateses left without 
knowing exactly where they were going. "We had some friends, 
and we'd park in their driveways," Concita says. "Or the side of the 
road by their house, in case we had to go to the bathroom." 
 
When I visit Concita and Curtis, they have just moved into an 
apartment subsidized by a federal program known as Section 8. 
The unit is in a stucco apartment building about a block from 

 



 

Highway 101 and the Union Pacific line that parallels it, on a street 
marked by modest dilapidation: a listing wooden fence broken by 
tree roots, a few anarchic yards, a beat-up Chevy Aveo mirroring a 
beat-up Dodge Stratus. The apartment is clean and relatively 
spacious, but still mostly empty. 
 
Curtis, thickset and goateed, welcomes me at the door dressed in 
jean shorts and a yellow Arizona State T-shirt. Concita, small and 
soft-voiced, wears a pink sweatshirt and white sneakers. The living 
room walls are bare, save for an oversize decorative clock, but it is 
the one room in the apartment close to being furnished: two 
couches, two easy chairs, a shaded table lamp on a stand, a coffee 
table. As I look around, Curtis and Concita tell me where 
everything came from, seeming a little surprised by how good 
they've become at acquiring things without money. 
 
"That couch, someone was throwing out," Curtis says, pointing at 
the one opposite me. "A lady Nancy knows gave us these two 
chairs and this light." 
 
"We found that little stand over there – someone was throwing it 
out," Concita says. "And I found that mirror in the dumpster – I 
was like, 'I'll take that.'" 
Curtis points sequentially at items: "Got that from the trash, that 
from the trash. The TV was given to us by that lady Nancy knew." 
The TV has a large screen, but its anachronistic bulk is almost 
jarring. In their place in Phoenix, they'd had a 50-inch LG 
flatscreen and a Blu-ray player. 
 
When they first arrived in Santa Barbara, both Curtis and Concita 
were receiving unemployment benefits, but that was the only 
income they had, and it didn't cover expenses. They had three 
mouths to feed and no kitchen to cook in; gasoline was more than 
$4 a gallon; they had to make a truck payment; they had cellphone 
and auto-insurance bills; they had to do laundry. When they went 

 



 

to apply for social services, they learned that their unemployment 
benefits made them ineligible- for additional aid. Curtis, who had 
worked construction jobs most of his life, started to haunt building 
sites. Once in a while he would find a few days' work. "But there's 
the rock and the hard spot," he says. "If you take the job, you lose 
your unemployment. You have to reapply, and the money doesn't 
equal the lost benefits." He was better off collecting cans. 
 
Nancy Kapp describes the moment when formerly middle-class 
people like the Cateses are forced to turn to social welfare systems 
as "the beginning of the demise. These systems don't just fail 
people – they degrade and humiliate people. They're not solutions. 
They're Band-Aids on wounds that are pusing and bleeding out." 
 
Government-aid agencies and private charities demand that 
applicants show a bundle of identifying documents: Social Security 
card, birth certificate, driver's license. Many people don't have all 
of the required documents; homeless people often have none. The 
Cateses were lucky – Concita has a good organizational mind and 
quickly put together a packet of the necessary documents. But at 
the aid agencies where they applied, they saw many people – poor, 
hungry, sick – denied basic services for lack of paperwork. 
 
The next thing welfare applicants must do is disclose every 
possession and conceivable source of income they have. "I can't 
tell you how many people come to my office and say, 'I couldn't 
get food stamps because my car is worth too much,'" Kapp tells 
me. "OK, you have a car. But you've lost everything – your house, 
your job, your pride – and all you have left is that car and all of 
your belongings in it. And they say, 'You still have too much. Lose 
it all.' You have to have nothing, when you already have nothing." 
 
Janis Adkins hadn't been back in Santa Barbara long before she 
needed to apply for government assistance. She had never asked 
for aid before. At the California Department of Social Services, she 

 



 

filled out the form for emergency food stamps. 
 
"I didn't wear my best clothes, but I wore a light blouse and jeans, 
and I guess I was just a little too dressed up," she recalls. "Because 
the woman just looked at me and said, 'Are you in a crisis? Your 
application says you're in a crisis.' I said, 'I'm living in a van and I 
don't have a job. I have a little bit of money, but it's going to go 
fast.' The woman said, 'You have $500. You're not in a crisis if you 
have $500.' She said anything more than $50 was too much." 
 
If Adkins had filled her tank with gas, done her laundry, eaten a 
meal, and paid her car insurance and phone bills, it would have 
used up half of everything she had. But emergency food stamps, 
she was told, are not for imminent emergencies; they're for 
emergencies already in progress. You can't get them if you can 
make it through the next week – you have to be down to the last 
few meals you can afford. 
 
"The money's for my phone, it's for gas, it's for my bills," Adkins 
said. 
 
"Why are you in a crisis," the woman asked, "when you have a 
phone bill?" 
 
"I need the phone so I can get a job. You can't look for a job 
without a phone." 
 
"Why do you have bills?" the woman asked. "I thought you didn't 
have a place to live." 
 
"I live in my van," Adkins said. "I have insurance." 
 
"You have a 2007 van," the woman said. "I think you need to sell 
that." 
 

 



 

"Please, I need a break," Adkins said. "I need some help. I need to 
take a shower." 
 
"Why didn't you have a shower?" 
 
"I live in a van." 
 
The woman told Adkins to come back when she really needed 
help. 
 
"I was going into shock," Adkins recalls. "I'm crying and I'm 
shaking my head: 'No, no. I need to talk to somebody else.' They 
told me no." By then Adkins was screaming and begging. "I'm 
surprised they didn't call the cops," she tells me 
 
When welfare applicants finally prove that they exist, and show 
their material worth to be nothing, they usually receive far less 
than they need to live on. That's what happened to Curtis and 
Concita Cates. The maximum amount of aid that a single adult is 
eligible for in Santa Barbara, they learned, is $291 per month – 
$200 in food stamps, $91 in cash assistance. The waiting time for 
Section 8 housing, if you have priority status, is six months to a 
year. If you belong to the vast majority who don't have priority 
status – if you're not elderly, disabled or a veteran with dependents 
– the wait is between four and eight years. 
 
Most of the social-service systems in the United States function not 
to help people like Curtis and Concita Cates get back to where they 
were, to a point of productive stability, but simply to keep them 
from starving – or, more often, to merely reduce the chances that 
they will starve. Millions of middle-class Americans are now 
receiving unemployment benefits, and many find themselves 
compelled by the meagerness of the assistance to shun opportunity 
and forgo productivity in favor of a ceaseless focus on daily 
survival. The system's incoherence and contempt for its dependents 

 



 

fluoresce brilliantly in the wake of a historic event like the Great 
Recession. When floodwaters cover our homes, we expect that 
FEMA workers with emergency checks and blankets will find us. 
There is no moral or substantive difference between a hundred-
year flood and the near-destruction of the global financial system 
by speculators immune from consequence. But if you and your 
spouse both lose your jobs and assets because of an unprecedented 
economic cataclysm having nothing to do with you, you quickly 
discover that your society expects you and your children to live 
malnourished on the streets indefinitely. That kind of truth, says 
Nancy Kapp, "really screws with people's heads." 
 
When Curtis and Concita were living in the parking lot of the 
Santa Barbara Community Church with Canaan, they used 
constant forward motion to evade despair. "I just wanted to wake 
up every morning, see the sunrise and be like, 'Let's go!'" Curtis 
says. Getting on the road was normalizing: using the truck as it 
was intended to be used, entering into conventional routines. The 
family would shower at a friend's or relative's house before 
dropping Canaan off at school. In the afternoons, he had sports, 
followed by activities at the Boys & Girls Club. "Spend as much 
time as you can in school and playing sports," his parents urged. 
"Wear yourself out." 
 
"My son's a good pretender," Curtis says. "He has a knack for 
finding used clothes at stores and putting things together. All the 
kids at school thought he had money because he always dressed 
nice. He never had any gadgets or anything, but he always tried to 
make himself presentable." 
 
"But there would be times he would ask for stuff," Concita is 
moved to say. "And I'm like, 'Do you even realize that we're 
homeless and living in a car? You want me to go buy you new 
shoes and clothes?'" 
 

 



 

While Canaan was in school, Curtis and Concita would head to the 
local Employment Development Office to search for jobs online. 
They applied so diligently that they had to wait for new openings 
to pop up on job sites. The process was dismally impersonal, and 
their homelessness cast a pall over the search. Many employers 
demanded a permanent address – "that was the number-one thing 
we needed," Curtis says. In job interviews, they tried to hide the 
fact they were homeless, which often proved impossible. The 
interviewers assumed – Curtis and Concita could read it on their 
faces – that there were other causes of their homelessness: mental-
health issues, drug addiction, a criminal past. 
 
"You're trying to tell somebody, 'Listen, I'm just the person I was,'" 
Curtis says. "'I was working, things didn't end up the way they 
should have, and now I'm homeless. I'm not a dirtbag, I'm not a 
drug user.' But a lot of times people look at you and give you that 
vibe." Clothes could also be a problem. Once, sitting in an 
interview in a dress shirt and dollar tie he'd picked out at a thrift 
store, Curtis realized he'd forgotten to take the tag off the back of 
the shirt.  They learned where the free food was. One charity had a 
weekly farmer's market, so they would line up for fresh produce. 
For hot meals, which become tremendously valuable when you're 
on the street, they'd go to a charity called Casa Esperanza. I ask 
whether they generally had enough to eat. 
 
"Not really," Concita says. "I'm glad my kid did, because he gets 
free lunches at school, free breakfast. But you don't have anywhere 
to warm up your food. You buy crackers. Dinner, we improvised 
and did what we could. A lot of the charity places, it's the same 
stuff over and over. 'Here's some dry beans and dry rice.' We didn't 
have anywhere to cook it. Or you would get the same bread; you 
have the same meal every night, in different forms. For plates and 
silverware, we'd just use the packaging, or sometimes I'd get it 
from McDonald's or Taco Bell." 
 

 



 

The truck payment – $424 a month – was always a problem. 
"Without it, we don't have shelter, we don't have transportation, we 
don't have a way of getting to job interviews," Curtis says. When 
they got their unemployment benefits, much of the money went 
straight to the truck payment. "My thinking was, as long as I'm 
throwing them money every freaking week, maybe it'll keep the 
repo guy off of us," he says. "And we dodged that, too – we didn't 
let anyone know where we were at." 
 
Curtis asked people if they needed their houses cleaned or lawns 
mowed. He offered the services of his pickup. He learned to collect 
cans and bottles and redeem them at recycling centers. One sunny 
Monday, he was in a park picking cans out of recycling bins. He 
looked around and noticed several other homeless men doing the 
same thing. "Yeah, I'm homeless," he thought. 
 
When the family got back to the church parking lot in the 
evenings, they didn't want to talk to anybody. "I just wanted to pull 
up, drop the seats, go to sleep," Curtis says. There was an electrical 
outlet outside the church, and they had a DVD player and an 
extension cord, so they could watch movies. They didn't need 
curtains because "all the breathing steams up the windows." The 
truck had an extended cab; Curtis and Concita reclined in the front 
seats and gave the backseat to Canaan: They wanted to make sure 
he slept well. 
 
It was odd to be confined in such a small space. "Sometimes it was 
a little too intimate," Curtis says. There were times when Concita 
wanted to give up. "I'm going to take my son and go back home to 
my brothers and sisters, and you stay here," she'd tell Curtis. 
They'd fight, but Curtis would say that they needed to stay 
together, and ultimately Concita would agree. "I always wanted to 
be with my family," she says. 
 
The worst moments came when they felt immobilized, indefinitely 

 



 

tethered to the lot. "That's when you really feel like you're going 
crazy," he says. "You feel the pressure of everything: 'I'm not doing 
anything. I'm not being productive. I'm not making anything 
happen.' So any friends we had anywhere, we'd offer to cook and 
clean for them if we could crash that night. This is how it went 
every night: 'Let me call so-and-so.' 'Hey, can we crash at your 
pad?'" 
 
Sometimes, through odd jobs and recycling, they saved enough for 
a night at a Motel 6. 
 
"That was an 'ahhh' moment," Curtis recalls. 
 
"Just to take a shower and lay in a bed," adds Concita. "But then 
you have to carry all your personal stuff." 
 
"You have to bring all your clothes and everything you have with 
you," Curtis says. "You carry your life with you." 
 
"Every day I'd pack everything up, make sure everything's secure 
and then go off and do everything again," Concita says. 
 
"We were battling depression," Curtis says. 
 
"I was," Concita says. "I'd cry all the time for stupid little things. 
At the time, it probably wasn't stupid, but I can't think about it – 
I'm going to cry now." She pauses but doesn't cry. 
 
"It takes a lot of your pride," Curtis says. "It's humiliating to be 
begging for help. I can see how someone can get discouraged and 
give up, because I felt that way at times, and I'm a motivated 
person. I have goals in life. I can honestly see how someone that 
has maybe other issues could just say: 'I don't even want to deal 
with this.'"  Things have eased up a bit since their Section 8 
apartment came through. Curtis is still collecting unemployment, 

 



 

but Concita found a part-time job at a grocery store. I ask whether 
they celebrated when they spent their first night in the new 
apartment. They look at each other. "I think we just collapsed," 
Curtis says. 
 
"We put air in the mattress and just slept," Concita says. It was a 
queen-size mattress, and they all slept on it together. 
 
"And for the first two or three weeks, we all still slept in the living 
room as a family," Curtis says. "No one wanted to go in their 
rooms. We were so used to being stuck together that we all stayed 
together. After a while, we started venturing off." 
 
"My son, every now and then, he'll say, 'Mom, can you lay down 
with me?'" Concita says. "And I'll go in his room until he falls 
asleep. 
For the first month after getting the place, she says, "I didn't want 
to go anywhere. I didn't want to talk to anybody. I just wanted to be 
in this house." 
 
"She wouldn't leave," Curtis says. 
 
I am reminded of something Nancy Kapp told me. "Homelessness 
gets in your bloodstream," she said, "and it stays there forever." 
 
"Self-possession of mind, bro – that's the only way I got through 
being homeless," the ex-soldier tells me. We're sitting in his brand-
new Section 8 apartment, which resembles the Cateses' in its 
interior spareness and stucco insubstantiality. Until recently, Sean 
Kennan – he doesn't want his real name used – spent seven months 
sleeping in a 1971 Winnebago in the parking lot of the First 
Presbyterian Church. He had his four-year-old son and five-year-
old daughter with him. (Out of respect, Kennan tells me, he doesn't 
want to discuss the children's mother.) He has agreed to show me 
the short-radius circle in which poverty had confined him while he 

 



 

and his kids were living in the Winnebago. He's wearing a camo 
field hat and black army fatigues. 
 
"I put this outfit on for you," he says, "because this was how I 
rolled when I was in the RV. Combat uniform, black boots. 
Serious. The seriousness of it. I had three sets of these. I looked at 
it like I was on duty. I was on duty for my kids." 
 
Kennan is 34 and quite short, with a long biker beard, a silver fleck 
of a nose stud and, almost always, a Wildhorse cigarette in one 
hand. Edgy energy keeps him in motion; he describes himself as "a 
very overanalytical individual." 
 
Desperate to get his kids out of a homeless shelter after he lost his 
job in San Francisco, Kennan heard about the Safe Parking 
program from a friend. He saved his cash assistance for two and a 
half months and used the $700 to buy the RV, then waited two 
weeks until the rest of his welfare money came in to get it 
registered. "I basically plunged all the funds I had into the vehicle 
and then coped with just food stamps," he says. He and the kids 
named the RV Big Bertha. The First Presbyterian lot, which sits on 
a hillside in central Santa Barbara, has five spots in the Safe 
Parking program. Kennan received a spot at the edge of the lot. 
"When I rolled in that first night, I was so freaked out – never been 
to this town, don't know anybody," he says. "On the street, you run 
into crazy people everywhere. But there were two cop cars in the 
parking lot – it's a central location, and they were just sitting there 
waiting for calls. I was superstoked. You got your Safe Parking 
sticker on your windshield so they never bother you. It was 
comforting – very, very comforting." 
 
After high school, Kennan knocked around the country for a while 
and then went to work for a relative in Florida as a vintage-boat 
restorer. September 11th inspired him to enlist in the army. He'd 
completed basic training and part of jump school when his back 

 



 

gave out, and he received a discharge. After moving to San 
Francisco with his kids, he struck up a child care arrangement with 
a friend and got a job in the packaging department at the U.S. 
Mint. It was a good job, but the Treasury Department was cutting 
back in the wake of the economic collapse, and Kennan couldn't 
get enough hours to get by. Around the same time, his child care 
arrangement fell apart, making it difficult to look for work, let 
alone hold down a full-time job. 
 
The RV now sits on the street, in front of his new apartment. We 
stop to look at it on the way out. Kennan has pulled off its roof and 
walls and begun reframing it. He wants to both work and to care 
for his kids, he says, and the only way to do that is to have his own 
business. He'd like to get back to the kind of vintage-boat 
restoration he did in Florida.  "In essence, what you see out here 
has a lot of meanings," he says. "Because it's one, a prototype, and 
two, a backup plan." When the RV is fully rehabbed, he says, it 
will serve as a mobile advertisement for his restoration business. 
"There's a lot of people around here who have the money for toys," 
he says. The backup plan involves the fortification of the RV, 
survivalist style: waterproofing, solar panels, all-climate 
functionality. The Winnebago had been in rough shape when he 
lived in it with his kids, and Kennan had vowed that they would 
never again have to rely on such dicey shelter. 
 
"Big Bertha has a lot of meaning to my family," he says. "She took 
care of us, now we're taking care of her." 
 
I ask Kennan if he'll drive my car so I can take notes. As we pull 
away from the apartment, he says, "Man, I haven't driven a car in 
so long. This is weird, this is really weird. Just being in a car, 
period. So low. You're so low." We take Highway 101 northwest, 
beginning a tour of the world he and the kids inhabited after 
leaving the homeless shelter and striking out in Big Bertha. "The 
shelter was almost like those reality-TV shows where you get 

 



 

dropped into a situation," he tells me. "I'd never been on welfare 
before. I had no clue. I'd just heard people talk about it. What do 
you do? Die, kill yourself, or turn to drugs – and I do none of that. 
I got food stamps and cash aid for the kids. I got an old bike with a 
kid cart so I could get from point A to point B, because I had no 
transportation. I had a little cover for the cart in case it was 
raining." 
 
We get off the highway and head down a commercial through 
street called De la Vina. Once he got the RV, he discovered that the 
roof leaked, so he bought a tarp and bungee cords to cover the 
holes. He ripped out the foul carpet ("It was so nasty, bro. It 
freaked me out to where I thought my kids were going to get 
sick"), and he strapped the bike and the kid cart to the roof. 
 
"But now, what are you gonna do to shower your children?" he 
asks. "The very first thing was, 'How do I shower my kids?'" The 
weather was too cold for a camping shower. When he signed up for 
the Safe Parking program, Nancy Kapp told him about discounted 
memberships at the YMCA, and he began showering his kids 
there. 
 
From De la Vina, we turn in to a strip mall. Kennan pulls into one 
of the spots where he used to park the RV after he finished 
shopping at Ralphs Grocery, a nearby supermarket. He often 
cooked something for the kids here, which sometimes drew 
complaints from the owners of a Chinese restaurant and a pizza 
place in the mall. 
 
Getting out of the car, we take a short walk to Mission Creek, 
which runs under De la Vina and connects the strip mall to Oak 
Park, where Kennan and the kids would spend the better part of 
their days after leaving the First Presbyterian lot each morning at 
dawn. The creek runs clean, between stands of old oaks, with no 
trash in the bed – a hallmark of Santa Barbara. One of their 

 



 

favorite activities was to walk from Oak Park up the streambed on 
the way to Ralphs. 
 
"We called it our Journey," Kennan says. "I'd say, 'Hey, who wants 
to get fruit? Who wants to get vegetables?' We'd go all the way 
down the creek to Ralphs to get food. The kids loved it." Along the 
way, they'd carefully clear clumps of sticks and leaves lodged 
between rocks in the creek bed. Kennan told the kids they needed 
to do this so "the water could flow properly." This became a 
serious undertaking, and the regularity of the Journey steadied their 
lives. 
 
Returning to the car, we drive down to Oak Park. At its edge, a 
road winds through a little wood; we turn onto it and find the 
parking spot they occupied most mornings, deep in oak shade and 
just above Mission Creek. Being here leaves Kennan thoughtful; as 
if to preclude sentiment, he abruptly pulls out, and we drive along 
the length of the park: a broad, oak-canopied lawn along the creek, 
a spacious playground, a wading pool for kids, bathrooms. Kennan 
points to a public tap near the stream. 
 
"This park has everything, bro, everything you could want," he 
says with the tenderness, almost wonderment, that people in the 
Safe Parking program express when talking about any public 
amenity that affords comfort: clean water, electrical outlets, 
showers, a safe green space, a good playground. 
 
From Oak Park we turn right onto a road leading back to Highway 
101, Kennan excruciatingly conscious of the road's steep grade. 
He'd run out of gas a few times trying to make it up the hill – the 
RV's gas gauge was broken – and had to carefully roll downhill to 
get as close to the nearest gas station as he could. "The major issue 
was always gas," he says. "The RV was really guzzling gas bad – 
to the point of over $300 a month just for the small circle we 
would do around here." The First Presbyterian lot was partway up 

 



 

a steep hill, and every night, the ascent burned a ton of gas: "It 
sucked, bro." Big Bertha was also bedeviled by electrical issues. 
O'Reilly Auto Parts offered free battery charging, and Kennan took 
them up on it every week. "They got kinda tired of it," he says. 
 
We get off the 101, and after a few turns pull into the YMCA 
parking lot. Kennan used to park at the very edge of the lot, to 
minimize conspicuousness. The Y is a big, modern, glassy facility, 
built around a courtyard. With the familiar note of thankful 
wonder, Kennan says, "They got so much cool stuff in there, bro. 
So much cool stuff." 
 
We head toward the parking lot at First Presbyterian. The basic 
routine was to leave the church lot at 7 a.m. for Oak Park, where 
they would play and hike until about 3 p.m. Then they'd drive to 
the Y for more activities and a shower. Then errands – battery 
charging, welfare paperwork, grocery shopping – and finally back 
to the church lot. 
 
The First Presbyterian Church, ensconced in a neighborhood of 
mountain views and landscaped mission-style homes, is a large, 
red-roofed, cream-sided- building with stained-glass insets. The 
smooth parking lot forms a hilltop plateau dotted by a few islands 
of fit palms; past it, the hill descends to a little valley of tile roofs 
and treetops. We park in Kennan's former spot, at the back of the 
lot, and get out. The land falls away just past a chain-link fence. A 
few weathered blue plastic chairs stand next to a Safe Parking 
porta-potty. 
 
"We used to sit in those chairs at night and look at the stars," 
Kennan says. They could hear owls hooting after dark, visible 
sometimes as shadowy forms in the moonlight. The lot was mostly 
empty, and Kennan kept to himself. "My kids are my best friends 
and they consume all my time," he says. "When I parked, that was 
it. The blinds were drawn, the sun goes down. 'Love you, kids, 

 



 

time to go to sleep.' Seven, 7:30, they were out. I would relax for a 
few minutes, play card games or something on my cellphone, and 
then I would go down too." Each day had been filled with peril. 
 
"It was a complete disconnection from everything that people are 
technically connected to," Kennan says. "Under the circumstances 
that you're in, if you don't have the mind frame to understand that 
every day is beautiful, you can become bogged down and break. It 
was six and a half months before I really hit my breaking point." 
He had applied for Section 8 housing, but nothing had come 
through. "I was very close to going back to the shelter if the RV 
broke down," he says. "It was just a baby step up."  He'd already 
headed for the desert, in search of a cheap trailer park, when he 
decided to call one last time about the Section 8 housing. "Your 
name is still on the list, sir," he was told, "but there's nothing 
available." Later that day, though, he got a call – an apartment had 
unexpectedly come open. "I almost started to cry, I'll be honest 
with you," he says. 
 
At first, when the family moved into the apartment, they almost 
never left. "We hibernated for about a month," Kennan says. "We'd 
go to the grocery store, but that was about it. We'd watch movies 
constantly. We just hung out, ate a lot of fruits and vegetables. I'd 
make a big salad, and everybody got a fork, and we'd just hang out 
and watch movies and eat. We got over it eventually." 
 
Kennan lights a cigarette and tells me an elaborate story he'd made 
up for his kids while they were in the homeless shelter. The lights 
there didn't go out until 9 p.m., and the kids were in the upper 
bunk, so they couldn't fall asleep before then. He'd climb up and 
tell them stories until the lights were turned off. Soon it was just 
variations on one story, about a guy named Hippie Bob, who lived 
on a beach in Hawaii and made bonfires and rode sharks. When the 
kids asked what the shark's name was, "Jabber Jaws" popped into 
Kennan's head. Hippie Bob would ride out to a buoy on Jabber 

 



 

Jaws, put on his scuba gear, which was stored there, and Jabber 
Jaws would take him down to the land of the Snorks, who gave 
Hippie Bob all the gold they'd amassed from sunken pirate ships. 
Hippie Bob didn't need the gold, but they insisted he take it, so 
whenever he visited the Snorks, he brought them beautiful rocks 
and minerals. Before long, Kennan and his kids made up a theme 
song to go with the story: "Come along with the Snorks!/So happy 
to be when we're under the sea..." Now, whenever Kennan begins 
to talk about Hippie Bob, his kids immediately go silent. 
 
One chilly, rainy morning, I meet Janis Adkins shortly after she's 
woken up outside the Santa Barbara Community Church – the 
church to which Curtis and Concita Cates had been assigned. 
Adkins had parked in the overflow lot on the sly, as she sometimes 
does, to enjoy the view of the mountains. Wearing a purple shawl 
and blue Patagonia fleece vest over a fleece shirt, she was 
beginning to straighten the back of the van. It had been so cold 
she'd had to sleep in her clothes, and I express surprise that they 
are unwrinkled. She laughs. "Fleece doesn't wrinkle," she says. It 
was a valuable trait. 
 
She suggests that I sit in the driver's seat while she finishes getting 
ready. "What's a common denominator for all of us is we can't use 
the passenger seat, because it's so full of stuff," she says. I climb 
in. A shoulder bag holding her résumés is slung over the headrest. 
Scattered across the front seats: a CVS "Interdental Brush and 
Toothpick," a bottle of Wellness Formula, a bottle of Wellness 
Herbal Resistance Liquid, a bright-orange plastic box with a snap 
lid that reads "Homeopathic Emergency Kit Remedy List" and a 
nylon pouch full of more supplements and remedies. 
 
She nods at all the homeopathic stuff. "It's hell getting sick in a 
car," she explains. "So I have an arsenal of things to keep me 
healthy." The homeopathic emergency kit had been sent by a 
friend, whom Adkins calls whenever she feels like she's coming 

 



 

down with something. 
 
She begins to brush her teeth, excusing herself a few times to go 
spit at the edge of the lot. When I ask about water, she says, 
"Because I was a river guide, you really get used to brushing your 
teeth without water – you have enough saliva in your mouth." 
 
The weather clears momentarily, and a half-rainbow appears over 
the hills. I ask if she uses a camp stove. "No," she says. "I'm very 
afraid of fire – paranoid of fire. I'm scared to use it in the van. And 
outside – there's no table for it." Because she doesn't cook, she 
relies almost exclusively- on three places for a full, hot afternoon 
meal: Panda Express, In-N-Out Burger and Taco Bell. They're the 
only sufficiently cheap places, and to save gas, she goes to 
whichever is closest.  "I had a cooler, but I needed block ice, and 
there's only two places to get it," she says. "Cube ice is more 
expensive and doesn't last long. Block ice lasts two or three times 
longer, but the gas to drive to get it is expensive. It's all a balancing 
act. Everything is done on faith and trust – and that's not a 
religious thing. You know that you're a heartbeat away from the 
bush. I have to be able to say to myself, 'OK, you're on "E," you 
have $5 in food stamps, and you have a dollar. You're OK.' I have 
to trust that if I lose 50 pounds I'll still be OK. Something 
happened to me when I was a little kid and I started saying, 'I'll be 
OK, I'll be OK.' And I've said it ever since. It's constant in my 
head." 
 
I get out of the driver's seat and climb into the back. Adkins gets 
behind the wheel and we head south, to Whole Foods, which has a 
breakfast bar that can be exploited. "Having a hot meal early is 
essential when it's this cold," she says. On the way, a sudden 
anxiety seizes her. "If we see a cop, you lie down," she says 
sharply – the only time I would hear this tone in her voice. Tickets 
for seat-belt violations in California start at $142 – the equivalent 
of about 28 meals. 

 



 

 
"Shit, I might have to stop and get some gas," she says. "The 
cheapest gas I can find is down the road. I try not to drive 
anywhere past this area if I don't have to. Yesterday I had to go 
downtown, and it took a lot of gas." 
 
We pull into a gas station. At the moment, regular gasoline is $4.35 
a gallon. Adkins gets out her wallet and looks at the few bills in it 
and then looks at a mini-calendar on the center console. She has 
$23. "Ten dollars in the tank, and $10 for me for cash," she says. I 
stand with her while she pumps. "I'm getting a whopping 2.29 
gallons. That's supposed to get me 40 miles. That should last me 
until Tuesday." She grins. "I live near where I park." 
 
As we turn into the Whole Foods lot, she says, "In my mind right 
now, I know I'm going to use the bathroom to wash myself, wash 
my face. And I park far away from the store because I hate having 
people look in my car. I don't think anyone's going to steal 
anything in the Whole Foods lot, but... it's embarrassing. I'd rather 
people not know." 
 
We walk into the illuminated, multihued splendor of Whole Foods, 
briskly passing everything that stands between us and the breakfast 
bar. Adkins looks a little more careworn than the other customers, 
but in her sheepskin boots and Patagonia fleece, she doesn't look 
out of the ordinary. She could be the successful nursery owner she 
once was, stopping for a healthy breakfast on her way to work. 
 
"It's all by weight, so you get the lightest thing," Adkins says. 
"Stuff without water. They have this really nice burrito that's really 
light. I get bacon, and it's less than $4." For her that's not cheap, 
but it's workable; she can go without another full meal the rest of 
the day if necessary. 
 
At the register, Adkins pays with a fistful of coins. The cashier 

 



 

patiently counts pennies, nickels, dimes and quarters. Adkins asks 
for a cup of hot water. We stop at the condiments stand, where she 
gets utensils and puts honey in the water in advance of the tea bag 
she has in the van. 
 
As we climb in, I realize the van smells faintly of slept-on sheets. 
Adkins is a clean person – she showers and does laundry regularly 
– but vehicle dwellers live in spaces too small to easily dissipate 
quotidian odors. 
 
Driving back up to the church lot would burn gas unnecessarily, 
but the view there is restorative. "Keeping my spirits up is 
important," she says, almost to herself. "And I can also finish the 
chores in my car, like packing up the trash, without being looked 
at." The lot is empty when we arrive. "Do you want a sea view or a 
mountain view?" Adkins asks. I choose the mountain view because 
of the rare snow. She drops a bag of Yogi Vanilla Spice tea into her 
cup of hot water and eats her breakfast quietly, using the plastic 
fork she'd picked up at Whole Foods. 
 
As she finishes up, she tells me she'd recently applied for a sales 
position at REI and had been turned down. She'd gotten to the 
second round, a group interview, and had gone in thinking it would 
be ridiculous if she didn't get the job, given her qualifications. "But 
I was cocky in the group interview," she says. "I should have left 
my ego outside. Ego is good for getting some things done, but not 
when it leads to arrogance. And I was probably more nervous than 
I realized." It must be psychically wrenching, I think, to be at once 
so impeccably qualified and so helplessly destitute. In any event, 
more than 200 people had applied for the position. 
 
She pauses, then says, "It's weird. When people find out I'm 
homeless, it changes how they feel about me. I get declined for 
jobs. As soon as they learn I live in a van, I'm a thief." 
 

 



 

Responding to a job listing online, she had spoken with a woman 
who wanted to exchange pet care for rent on a trailer she owned. 
But during the interview, the woman asked where she lived, and 
Adkins could only evade the question for so long. 
 
"What?" the woman responded. "How old are you? And you have 
no money?" Adkins tried to caution her against judging homeless 
people, but she knows that as soon as she has to make that kind of 
appeal, she's already lost. 
 
Another time, she got an interview for a job as a dog walker. The 
potential employer was a young woman in her twenties, and 
Adkins thought she'd be open-minded, so she didn't hide her 
situation. The woman's face changed instantly. Adkins looked at 
her and took hold of her hand and gave it a squeeze. "It doesn't 
change who I am," she told the woman. "I'm still the same person. 
I'm honest, I've always worked hard and I'll work hard for you." 
But the woman had already withdrawn, and the next day she 
reposted the ad. 
 
Curtis Cates, looking back on the time he spent living in his 
pickup, recognized the impossibility of convincing people that he 
was still "just the person I was." Sean Kennan recognized that the 
demands of homelessness create a "complete disconnection" 
between those living on the streets and the rest of society. Janis 
Adkins, unable for the moment to see a way out of her 
homelessness, doesn't have the benefit of hindsight. She would 
rather not give up on the possibility of being treated normally. "I 
try to not have the van factor into anything I do," she says. "It's 
where I live – it's just smaller." 
 
The Great Recession cost 8 million Americans their jobs. Three 
years after the economy technically entered recovery, there are 
positions available for fewer than one out of every three job 
seekers. In this labor market, formerly middle-class workers like 

 



 

Curtis and Concita Cates and Janis Adkins and Sean Kennan 
cannot reliably secure even entry-level full-time work, and many 
will never again find jobs as lucrative and stable as those they lost. 
Long-term unemployment tarnishes résumés and erodes basic 
skills, making it harder for workers to regain high-paying jobs, and 
the average length of unemployment is currently at a 60-year high. 
Many formerly middle-class people will never be middle-class 
again. Self-identities derived from five or 10 or 40 years of middle-
class options and expectations will capsize. 
 
I last see Janis Adkins in the off-leash area of Tucker's Grove Park, 
near the lot where she parks her van. She takes her dog, Jojo, here 
several times a week. Jojo is a shaggy, shambolic border collie, 16 
years old and blind and deaf and nearly toothless. Life in the van 
recently became too hard for him, and a woman Adkins met at the 
Wildlife Care Network found someone willing to take him in. 
 
The day is mild, and Adkins is wearing the sandals that she's worn 
almost exclusively in nice weather for two years. We sit on a bench 
as Jojo snuffles around gimpily. The off-leash area, an ample lawn 
perforated by gopher holes, forms part of a meadow that ends in 
green hillsides, with low mountaintops behind – surplus 
gorgeousness typical of Santa Barbara.  When she returned to the 
city, Adkins tells me, she went to a plant nursery where she'd 
worked as a teenager and asked her old boss if he needed help. He 
said he was letting people go, not hiring them, but she'd gone back 
three more times; the last time, a few weeks earlier, he'd said, "You 
still haven't found a job? Come on," and gave her two eight-hour 
shifts a week at $10 an hour. Later, she'd added two more shifts, 
but the day before, her manager had warned her that unless 
business picked up, he would have to let her go. 
 
"I wonder whether that was just an out, in case they want to fire 
me," Adkins says. She pauses. "I've lost a ton of confidence in the 
last year and a half," she concedes. "It just takes a wedge out of 

 



 

you." 
 
The staff at the plant nursery treat her like an entry-level 
salesperson. Not so long ago, they might have been her employees. 
"You learn to let go of the concept of identity, of what 'I' means," 
she says. "That's a concept people really have trouble with. But it's 
been important for me. I've let go of my ego – or I'm trying to let 
go: I could be the dishwasher, I could be the janitor. I'm trying to 
re-form, trying to allow the job to become me. And I keep referring 
back to the fact that a lot of people would not allow it. They would 
hold on to their identity – hard." 
 
Adkins has just gotten her first paycheck from the nursery, but 
expenses and debts have evaporated it right away. She went to the 
YMCA to take care of her outstanding balance of $80, but she 
could only afford to pay it down by $20. The young woman behind 
the desk balked, indignant. Not long afterward, the manager of the 
Y called her to talk about the balance. He appreciated her payment, 
he told Adkins. "Why don't we just make it a clean slate?" he 
proposed. 
 
Adkins stops talking. I look over at her. She has her head in her 
hands; her shoulders are shaking. Finally, she looks up and wipes 
her eyes. 
 
"I don't know what happened there," she says. "I think what got me 
was the recognition that I'm trying. He saw I was trying. He saw I 
was a responsible person." She pauses. "Because," she says, her 
voice breaking, "I always have been." 
 
COMMENTS 
with love and gratitude 
Thank you all who have donated,  and  thank you for passing on 
this info. You all have been very generous and I thank you from 
my overfull heart.  I am Janis the women in the article.  I am 

 



 

asking you if you could pass this on again to try and help out some 
others in the parking lot. I am thinking of one family in particular.  
She has two children and is a super hard worker.  She has been 
doing her best to stay sane in this insane situation. She is very level 
headed, but she has been dealt a nasty ugly hand. So many people 
have helped me, I am now working and moving into a room soon.   
I have not risked writing in the early months when this came out. I 
just could not deal with the negative comments.  Things like "well 
these people obviously made some very bad choices"   How in 
anyway is this kind of stuff helpful. Of course we made mistakes, 
who doesn't  I do think they are afraid of it happening to them. And 
yes it could happen to anyone.  
So I am reaching out, and hoping that someone will read this now 
and lend a kind hand to my friends in the parking program.  To 
help call Nancy Kapp at  805-284-3463 
 
Thank You, I bow to you all 
blessings 
Janis  Adkins 
* 
Chuck 
 Someone needs to set up a facebook page or a Twitter Account so 
we can follow Janis, after reading all of the articles on her she was 
truly an American Success Story, worked hard built a great 
business and life for herself 
* 
isobel 
 What a brilliant, important, serious article, and what brave and 
plucky people it's about!  I hope this essay wins a prize so even 
more people read it.  I'm about to send it to a list of about 120 
people myself, but I hope it wins a Pulitzer, because every citizen 
of this country needs to read it.  (Hopefully before November!)  
Congratulations Mr. Tietz, and congratulations to Janis Adkins for 
getting a place that stays where it is!   You might want to put the 
contact number up again, Ms. Adkins, with an explanation, so 

 



 

newcomers to this stream know how to send things.  Are you in 
touch with any of the others in the story?  A petition would be a 
GREAT idea.  Especially as you point out after Mr. Romney's 
shocking comment about "the 47%."  Your story is going to be 
everyone's story soon enough. 
* 
with love and gratitude 
Nancy Kapps phone #  for "safe parking"  805-284-3463 call her 
she will also get in touch with me. I will be in my car for a few 
months still. But I am well. 
Janis 
* 
with love and gratitude 
Isobel, thank you, would like to do more. Do you have idea's to get 
this to Obama?? I have been interviewed by other countries but not 
this one, other than the RS. could you or would you help me get 
this started so the white house will see it?? here is my email yikes 
to me danger danger will robbins.  jjgumba yahoo.com   please be 
in touch.  I very much think the prez could use this info  to his 
benefits and I do have more ideas 
Janis 
* 
Chuck 
I am glad to hear you are getting off the streets. I do not think our 
politicians want to deal with the economy and what it has done and 
is doing to our Country. They are fat and happy with superior 
benefits and a lifetime salary so why worry about the rest of us. 
God Bless You ! 
* 
with love and gratitude 
 Thanks for writing back, I am doing my best to move forward 
with getting what has happened for some of us to the White house, 
if you do have ideas or can help. I think from what I have I will 
need signatures to get our message read by the administration??  I 
move into a small studio in Dec, for me this is hardly fast enough 

 



 

but it is when the room is available. I will be patient for it is pretty 
sweet and cheap.  Please pass on this article to anyone you know. 
The more press the better.  I have really never let myself be known 
on this thread out of fear. But not (if) many read it any more.  
Thank you again 
* 
Peggyannohare 
Janis, I am thrilled to read that you have found a place to live! I 
think about you and the others mentioned in this article every day. 
I know better days are ahead for you and I hope you can be united 
with your beloved dog. You have survived what most people 
cannot. You are a very strong lady and I admire you for 
persevering after all you have been through. Please let me know if 
I can ever do anything to help.  Peggy O'Hare 
* 
with love and gratitude 
Hi Peggy and thanks, I appreciate any encouragement, I am so 
grateful for all of this. what a ride. Today I finished another 
interview with CBC news Canada, it all went well. Will air around 
Oct 1, Paul Hunter was interviewer. Then I also got another call for 
a French news team wanting to do another shoot. for their 
channels. Curious that no American news stations have contacted 
me...hmmmm  Interesting after Romney's 47% comment.    thanks 
for cheering me on please spread the news    Janis 
* 
Chuck 
it really surprises me that NO ONE seems to care about the 
homeless in our country, here is a vibrant person who worked all of 
her life and lost it all, to the greed of Wall Street, and our 
politicians. I too fear what is yet to come in our economy, now 
with all of the unrest and killing of Americans. I hope and pray that 
someone has taken this lady in and will help her, we all need a 
hand from time to time in our lives. I would gladly help her with a 
place to live if she was on the east coast or could arrange a way to 
travel here.  

 



 

* 
with love and gratitude 
 Thank you Chuck for your kindness, Many people have been very 
kind. And what is so wonderful is that many more have been very 
generous. Moab where I lived has raised 2500.00 for me. I saved 
some from my job of 6 months Yea! I am working. Although it is 
only for 11.00 it is a job. I am very grateful for this. So I will be 
moving into a room this fall.   I feel very blessed, for the strengths 
this has taught me. And some day I will write about it.   Canada 
news will be filming a few people this Monday for a show on this 
whole thing, I do not know when it will air. Look for it on CBC or 
CNC in Canada... funny that the US has not pursued any more 
interviews with us. hmmmm   Thank you 
Janis 
* 
terrilynnmerritts 
A real friend wouldn't help you pack everything into an SUV in 
order to sleep in a parking lot. A true friend will help you pack so 
to sleep in their guest room or on the sofa. We have done this for 
many years for people in need. My parents took homeless people 
in years ago and were an example to me. There is something 
seriously wrong with the level of compassion in this country. 
*  
Patty 
 I first thought I can;t believe she has no family or friends to turn to 
to get her off of the streets, then I set back and thought what would 
happen to me if I were to loose it all. I would be living in my car 
also. To bad she is not in Ohio, I would give her room and board in 
exchange for house chores until she could get on her feet 
* 
Chefmcc 
I used to work for Janis in Moab, after I filed bankruptcy and my 
restaurant was forclosed on. She gave me a job working at her 
nursery. I learned many lesson there, not all about trees either. 
Good luck Janis, keep your head up. 

 



 

* 
RuGuest 
As a Russian I stand in awe at how amazingly fast your coutry hit 
the dirt in complete disregard of its people. I mean, here there are 
tons of mediocre jobs that allow you to maintain a so-so living, but 
people always want a second iPad and three weeks in Seychelles 
instead of two in Turkey.   To talk about benefits of having a 
shower and hot food is so surreal. 
* 
guest 
well it is true that people don't help each other like they should.  
years ago when I was in my late teens and early 20's I lived in a 
low income apt complex, but had great neighbors.  I had one 
neighbor I got to be good friends with, a divorced mother with 3 
girls.  I worked wierd hours and was trying to attend college and 
had no time to cook at night.  in exchange for me watching the kids 
while she worked part time she cooked every night and I ate at her 
place every night.  We would garage sale and thrift shop together 
and her kids were the best dressed kids in the complex.  This was 
back in Louisiana in the 80's during the oil bust, were literally no 
jobs other than min wage gigs.  The few good jobs were hogged by 
the nepotism minded people that would not hire anyone they did 
not know or were not related to.  Of course I am gone from 
Louisiana now, living in Houston, working two jobs and trying to 
finish a degree.  In 20 years of living here I have never had 
gracious, helpful or friendly neighbors.  Makes me miss home in 
Louisiana, but still a low paying state I will never move back there. 
* 
Corazónroto Corazónpartido 
Good article...just missing the big ARRA EUC08 scandal and fraud 
part of the story....One of the many reasons people are doing so 
bad, is that there have been serious implementation errors 
published in the Emergency Uenmployment Comnpensation 
Program (EUC08 part of the American Recovery and Re-
investment Act of 2009). These errors have denied claimants 

 



 

emergency funds, paid them less money for less time from leftover 
balances on oldr claims, kept them from being eligible for the 
HR4213 "part time penalty fix", contributed to the lower 
unemploymate numbers, and affected the last 20 weeks of 
extended benefits. Not bad for one mistake in the Q&A section of 
UIPL 23-08 change 1 about "multiple EUC claims" eh? 
 
These errors, by the Department of Labor Employment & Training 
Administration, affect determinations, payments and adjudications 
for EUC08 claimants nationwide over the past four years. That 
means that there may be serious prblems with the $97,433,246,688 
spent so far for 663,688,610 weeks of benefits paid on 29,748,954 
EUC08 Claims (all tiers). These are ARRA funds and as such are 
designated as "emergency funds" to meet "emergency needs" for 
the struggling workers and families of our hurting nation. That 
money would have gone through them and then right back into our 
economy.The White House was made of the appeal victory and 
standing decision in the California Unemployment Insurance 
Appeals Board Case No. A0-265448 on 10/18 and 10/21/11 (the 
notice was mailed to the claimant on 10/20/11). The California 
EDD, CUIAB, Labor & Workforce Agency, and Governer have 
been informed of and are very aware of this case. The Recovery 
Accountability & Transparancy Board has taken a complaint, as 
has the Department of Labor ETA and thier Office of Inspector 
General. 
 
They won't respond. They won't try to refute the standing decsion 
and whistle blower evidence. They won't respond to public 
concerns, oversight request for ARRA funds, or the evidence that 
exposes these errors. The Freedom of Information Act has recently 
exposed what appear to be some serious violations of rights, laws 
and regulations. 
 
The public should be made aware of this evidence: 
* 

 



 

Gmwhiten 
Best illustration to understand the middle class dram on this 
recession. 
* 
Chuck 
I am afraid that I also will be following this path if our politicians 
and corporations do not bring back jobs to the US. I am working 
for minimum wage 25 hours a week and and thankful for this. 
However being 56 years old seems to be a problem finding a job 
full time 
* 
terrilynnmerritts 
Don't give up! My husband is 57 and he was unemployed for 2 1/2 
years after his company went under during the recession. We went 
through his severance and all of our savings as well as 
unemployment until he finally found a part time job. I say part 
time because they call it that though he usually gets 40 hours. 
There is definitely discrimination based on age. He gets more than 
minimum wage but no benefits.  
* 
Leon Gaban 
Most of us are in the Working Class, the true Middle Class, ie: 
small cafe owners, anyone with a business where they can at least 
employ one person... The Capitalist class or the 1% are the evil 
bastards pulling all the strings, making people believe they have 
some worth by naming them the "middle class". If you do not own 
a business and employee anyone you are in the Working Class. 
* 
Megan DD 
wow!  Excellent well-done article.  I hope the writer wins an award 
for it.  And I hope that this article can be reprinted in every 
possible news media across the country.  The vast majority of 
Americans are so horribly unaware of how things are for the 
average family trying to cope in this economy.  And sadly, I'm sure 
most politicians (excluding Obama) probably don't even care. 

 



 

* 
with love and gratitude 
WHAT is not right, why is it under fire? please email back  
current safe parker 
* 
Former Safe Parker 
They are currently trying to work it out with the city. But also 
seems like they are battling another agency in the area. I am sure 
that Dreams For Change will be in the news again real soon!! 
* 
with love and gratitude 
 are they trying to shut it down?  I am attempting to get more 
interviews here!! are you in touch with media. Last I hope this  is 
safe to write all this here.     I am janis 
* 
Alison_Hurd 
I would also like to send something to Janis.  I just finished reading 
my Rolling Stone and have never been moved as I was when 
reading this article.  I might not be able to do much but would like 
to try and help.  Sending love and positive thoughts from Pa...I can 
send my email address or whatever else is needed in order to find 
out how to reach out to Janis.  Thank you!!! 
* 
friendsofJ 
 Hi thank you, please call Nancy Kapp, 805-284-3463 
she is in contact all the time. I know Janis, she is incredibly 
grateful she is also giving love in bucket loads to others. 
* 
Casey Marion 
Have something coming your way through Nancy.... are you doing 
okay, all things considered?!? Stay safe... 
* 
friendsofJ 
 thank you, thank you ,thank you,  I am typing in the parking lot. it 
is 5:00 am. what a weird and surreal thing.  Looking for more 

 



 

opportunities for interviews. I do not want this topic to be pushed 
aside again. I want to keep speaking out. If you've ideas on how to 
proceed please help. I can not just sit back ideally anymore.  Get 
Nancy your email or just send her one and she will forward. I do 
not feel safe with it on this stream.  Many programs are being 
created here, for us.  One called H.O.P.E. = helping open pathways 
to employment. But we need press, we need money, and a lot of 
good will, thoughts, and people like you to spread the word.  So 
thank you once again.  From my very open heart, thank you.  
Parker J.A. 
* 
Casey Marion 
Parker, PLEASE send me a Facebook message, Casey Marion, 
above.  Thank you so very much, Nancy has my email....  we are in 
contact.  Small box will arrive this week.  Your courage & 
perseverence are an inspiration.  To have allowed your personal 
life to be laid wide open for all to see, as you have, in the service 
of all others who suffer in displaced homeless silence, to raise 
awareness about the extent of this pervasive crisis, is simply heroic 
in my personal estimation.  Nothing less!   Be well.... please be in 
touch soon.  CM  
* 
friendsofJ 
Casey, no face book, I will write back via email when Nancy 
sends, thank you very much for your thoughts, and energy. this all 
brings tears again and again, but now they are of gratitude and full 
of  love and kindness I feel from others     Bowing  ja 
* 
Peggy O'Hare 
Janis, please let me know if you have a mailing address. I would 
like to send a little help your way. Please tell me how I can do this. 
Can I send you a check or a money order? There are lots of people 
who are deeply moved by your story and thinking about you.   
*  
friendsofJ 

 



 

 Peggy, thank you do read about the H.O.P.E. program it is new. 
That this church with many others started. We the parkers attend 
and earn $'s through vouchers for food etc. many other things 
happening. I myself, and I hope many others are wanting more 
press, to NOT let this topic be pushed aside, it needs to be address, 
the rest of the country needs to start their own programs so this 
town does not keep getting more unemployed, we are 
overburdened. The parking lots are full, and a waiting list of at 
least 40. If you or any one out their can help me with this please 
send email or info on to Nancy Kapp through safe parking. If you'd 
just like to donate you can also send $$'s through her.  All these 
programs are incredibly short funded.  The parkers are wonderful 
people, but we got caught up in the crash. None of  us are on drugs, 
or drinkers. We are all mentally stable. And  we want to move on. 
 
Thank you all for  your kindness. The not so nice comments here 
just make me laugh.  My comments to them are " of coarse we've 
made mistakes, haven't you. I think people are just really scared 
this could happen to them. 
 
Be well, please help. and THANK YOU so much. 
Parker. j. 
* 
Casey Marion 
Its scary to others to believe that they, too, could be forced to join 
your ranks, parker.  Consequently, they grasp to find anything they 
can use to differentiate the homeless from themselves.  In doing so, 
they are comforted in the delusion & perception that homelessness 
could never happen to THEM!   Yes, we all make mistakes.  
Everyone does.  You are correct, "there but for the grace of god go 
I."  But its so much more comfortable to simply point one's finger, 
rather than realize most of us are entirely eligible, and often it has 
very little to do with personal choices, & everything to do with 
random convergence of unfortunate events.  Too many are only a 
single paycheck, one car break down, or illness away from the first 

 



 

step down that slippery slope. 
* 
Casey Marion 
Send help to Parking Program, or Janis, or other individuals 
through Nancy Kapp,  New Beginnings Center...! 
* 
Former Safe Parker 
This is what is going on in the San Diego area the local Safe 
Parking program is under fire..... PLEASE pass this on and let 
others know whats going on here. We need your help to spread the 
word!! This is not right!! 
* 
RobertLongView 
They voted out POTUS Carter & called it "Trickle-Down 
Economics"; later there was a Contract w/ America; then Bush Tax 
Cuts but currently it is known as the Ryan (never had a real job) 
Road-Map for Prosperity.  Go figger.... . 
* 
Catherine Smith 
So sad but so true 
I am there with ya;ll~ 
*  
Cynthia Davis 
So this is the New Depression's version of an American "Shanty 
town"....... 
*  
Karin 
America.. what a hell hole 
* 
Matt8 
I called New Beginnings at 805-637-6242 in Santa Barabara. They 
told me you can make a donation by check and specify how you 
want it to be used. I am writing a check and requesting that the 
money be given directly to people mentioned in the article. I 
actually wrote a note to go along with the check saying whom I 

 



 

wanted the money to go to. You can do the same if you like, they 
told me that people like Janis are trying to save enough money to 
get out of their cars and into apartments, so the money will be 
greatly appreciated. 
 
Make a check out to: 
New Beginnings Counseling Center 
324 East Carrillo St. 
Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
On your check, write a note specifying how you want the money to 
be used - in my case I wrote it to go to several people who's names 
were in the article.  
* 
Olivia 
This is very sad, and it should not be happening in America! Too 
bad that we have such a GREEDY government!! 
* 
Josephine0454 
All the politicians are living fat are'nt they. 
*  
LL 
this is not only happening in America-but throughout the world-
The middle class  have spent the most on  
traveling, clothing, educating our children,cars,small business,big 
business,and home prices that were so inflated,etc.We carry the 
world,not the rich,but we have to take responsibility for letting this 
happen.We have all overspent,and lived way above our means-now 
we have to find a solution to the problem.There is nothing wrong 
with working for a nice home,or expensive clothing,or educating 
our kids,and having a new car,but it got a little out of hand .I have 
gone through it and can only tell you that I lived within my means 
and have had to manage my money very carefully to survive.Some 
have lost more and its unfortunate ,but it is our reality.Its the 
domino effect.You are right about the greed-how did the financial 
system get away with what they have done?,and why aren't they 

 



 

taking their losses with us? 
* 
Samantha Bowden 
The government is only as greedy as the class that serves as its 
power base. As long as we think people have a right not to work bc 
they're so rich, we'll have people who are dying in the cracks 
because they 'don't work hard enough'. Please, free-market 
ideology is as bankrupt as its purveyors. They are only still in 
power, and still fabulously wealthy is bc we've institutionalized 
their greed, legalized their tactics that destroyed the Middle Class, 
all bc their lobbies have bought Congress. GREEDY is the proper 
adjective, let's just aim it at the proper noun. Complicit better 
describes our government.  
* 
Former Safe Parker 
This is a good article that draws attention to the problem. Please 
also check out the parking program in the San Diego area. 
Dreamsforchange.org. They have also recently launched a first in 
the nation foodtruck that is taking EBT for prepared food as well 
as signing up people for foodstamps that they never knew they 
could get. 
* 
Samantha Bowden 
It doesn't draw attention to the problem so much as its manifest 
symptoms. If this article isn't a plea to end austerity on the poor 
and subsidy to the rich, then I don't know what will. Real social 
support, humanist approaches to Recovery, Medicare for All. TAX 
THE RICH BEFORE KEENAN'S KIDS EAT THEM. For the love 
of God, help people, not the powerful. Shameful.  
* 
jeff4justice 
I live in my SUV and I document the experience at 
http://www/jeff4justice.com  
 
I have been to the Parking Program at Santa Barbara and 

 



 

interviewed Nancy and some of my mobile homeless brothers and 
sisters.  
* 
LL 
finally-a story about the middle class-this is so complicated -I am a 
middle class citizen who could not be fooled to believe that 
America was doing so well-that everyone became rich -and it was 
really on credit-shame on us to have fallen into such a trap-now the 
question is-How do we get back on our feet? 
* 
jeff4justice 
 Vote alternative party instead of the 2party system of perpetual 
war, poverty, and erosion of civil liberties. 
* 
← Pre 
One of the  biggest tragedies in America is that you can have a 
home that was in your family for generations, no mortgage, no 
loans or encumbrances, but be a person earning a four figure 
income (before taxes) and yet owe a six-figure property tax debt. 
That's just wrong. A home does not produce income--it's a shelter. 
Shelter is a necessity. Without it, you die, spiritually, and then 
physically. It should not be taxed. The fact that it is means our 
governments, with their unions, exhorbitant wages, price-gouging 
contractors and entitlement programs have made the middle class 
homeless in America. And yet we don't fight that. Our forefathers 
shot and KILLED our oppressors over a ONE PERCENT tax. 
Today, many of us have to pay a tax that's more than 100% of our 
income, yet we do not take up arms. We are hopeless. And those of 
us who dare defend ourselves are called terrorists. Shame on 
Americans! 
* 
Flahooley 
If you own over 100,000 a year in taxes on your home, you're 
actually very lucky because you inherited something worth several 
million dollars.  Sell it and buy something more modest.  We need 

 



 

more taxes to help everyone have health insurance and expand our 
social safety net.  If someone has millions of dollars in assets, they 
should support their communities with paying their fair share of 
taxes. 
* 
Helen Lee 
A rough "story" that raises more questions than it answers.  Why 
does Janice not live in a friend's basement..  after 50+ years, her 
social circle offers nothing?  Usually when a person is shunned by 
family and close friends, there is an untold story behind that.  
Perhaps they have given up after decades of trying to counter-act 
her (mental illness, drug abuse, behavioral disorder).  These are sad 
stories, it is always possible to find hundreds of tales of misfortune 
and woe.  When people are able bodied, nourished, Caucasian and 
mentally functional, a tale of injustice is pretty hard to understand 
without more background and insight than the article provides.  
Other than that the USA terribly unjust, which all things are, 
compared to a perfectly ideal, computer-generated fairy tale world.  
Those who find the USA life difficult would be shocked if they 
were to get a Passport or simply read books or websites that 
describe other countries, to get a notion of absolute living 
standards, rather than a relativism anchored on a fey, idealistic 
misunderstanding of how America used to be.  Talk to a 
grandparent who survived the Depression. 
* 
guest 
maybe she does not have any family, I don't. parents gone, 
grandparents gone and no siblings, only aunts and uncles and 
cousins. 
* 
Josephine0454 
Maybe she dos'nt have a family..I don't,some people are'nt lucky 
that way.Janice did well for herself until the recession.If you have 
a supportive family-be very thankful and don't look down on 
others or judge them-the same could happen to you. 

 



 

* 
Natalya Panteleyeva 
I also wondered the same about the social circle. But only briefly. 
The article mentioned no family - perhaps there is none. And she is 
in California after having a successful business in Utah. Perhaps a 
local friend is not so close, and may not have a basement, and we 
do not know anything about the circumstances.  
While an onset of mental health issues is theoretically possible in a 
middle aged person, it is unlikely.  We all have a breaking point, 
and I am amazed at how well Janice and the others were doing 
under the circumstances. It's impossible for the situation not to take 
its toll on anyone. What caught my attention was her writing letters 
to court for a prolonged period of time - why, and what was she 
trying to accomplish? We are also not told anything about her job 
searches besides that being homeless and without a street address 
is pretty much a no-hire sentence. How she can demonstrate her 
expertise in horticulture and running a business when her life is 
restricted to where she can afford to go on a couple of gallons of 
gas? Seriously - what positions is she looking for and where, and 
how can she afford to get to the potential interviews to get hired 
for a fair chance?  People's skills described in the article are no 
longer competitive in today's job market,  when there are others 
applying for the positions available who are not desperate and  lack 
the stress and pressures of those really fallen on hard times and 
having no substantial help from society.Incidentally, while we are 
on the subject of the Depression - it was the time of massive  
projects  that put people to work who wanted to  and were able. 
Where are these projects today, or how low should we all go before 
real  assistance with putting people back on track with their lives, 
including retraining them and placing them in the jobs making sure 
they retain them or get assistance with the issues that might 
prevent them from keeping employment? Jails are already full of 
people braking laws to keep them of the street and they are 
expensive for the society on many levels. Vans and RVs in Safe 
Parking are nice scapegoats to have fingers pointed at because they 

 



 

have not committed crimes against society yet.   
* 
Natalya Panteleyeva 
P.S. I was just wondering what it would take for Janice to have a 
blog on horticultural issues. Looks like she had a lot to share in 
that area - a freelance writer for an online gardening magazine? 
And if a company sponsors such an individual's startup costs like a 
computer and an internet connection, offer those sponsors 
government tax breaks and other incentives, as well as this form of 
sponsorship being widely publicized and acknowledged by society 
as truly progressive and caring companies?   
* 
Andy F 
Blaming the victim is a common knee-jerk reaction anytime 
something horrible happens to someone. "Why were they dressed 
that way?" "Why didn't they eat more broccoli?" "Why aren't they 
living in their friends' basements?" 
 
Unfortunately the reality is, America had its hey day. We were at 
our strongest and healthiest as a nation when we prioritized the 
middle class and took care of our own. Today with extremist 
politics in play and Citizens United in place, we now have auctions 
instead of elections and the concerns of the ruling international 
elite dwarfing what's best for our country as a whole. As long as 
we continue to blame the poor for their plight ("she must be 
mentally ill if she's not couch-surfing!) we will continue to feed 
into the hands of the corporatists' "divide and conquer" mentality: 
encourage the bottom 95% to point fingers at eachother and fight 
over what crumbs. 
* 
Middle Molly 
Are you completely devoid of understanding, empathy, or human 
feeling?  Completely?  Do you have ANY understanding at all as 
to what this economy has done to those "able bodied, nourished, 
Caucasian, and mentally functional formerly middle class people"?  

 



 

I see it (or have seen it) all around me.   Friends, people I've known 
for years.  No, no drugs, no drinking problems, no lack of drive, no 
mental problems... and there they were...  down to their last few 
bucks.  Some people I know had put a lot of money into their 
homes in the 2000's, no not mansions and not extreme homes.  
They put money down so they didn't have big mortgages.. 
everything cost alot in the early 2000's.  Then they lost their jobs, 
then the value of their home went downhill.  Some people I know 
put all of their money into businesses... Businesses that were doing 
reasonably well in the 90's and early 2000's.. and then.. Poof!  
Gone.   
 
I've known families in which both husband and wife lost either 
their jobs or their businesses within weeks of each other.  Both 
were trying to find work AND trying to start some kind of 
business.  
 
There can be only one word for someone who is as heartless and 
cruel as you seem to be here:  Republican.  Ugh. 
* 
OGuillory 
M & M.... 
 
your quote... 
                       ...."There can be only one word for someone who is 
as heartless and cruel as you seem to be here:  Republican.  
Ugh."... 
 
As I've read your comments on this thread, I have to cringe at the 
out-dated propaganda that you bring to the discussion. Democrat, 
Republican, Con-men, Thieves...they are all the same. 
 
You seem to be aboard the Democrat Steamboat which has lost it's 
moral fire, and is losing steam quickly...your valiant attempt to 
continue paddling is admirable...if not a little illogical.  

 



 

 
Now, the republican jet-boat of treasonous behavior has been 
blasting about since well before their traitorous actions of 911...but 
they were all aboard the Ocean-Liner of NAFTA...so your 
defensive position in support of the current White-House Traitor 
doesn't make very much sense.... 
 
....btw..how old are you? 
 
Perhaps youth and inexperience can help to explain your continued 
support of a system so corrupt....that we need the former corrupt 
FBI director who killed dozens of citizens at WACO to investigate 
our beloved national football coach for covering up child abuse 
and sexual misconduct.... 
 
Honey...that is how corrupt the whole thing is...and if you think 
killing someone, throwing them in the ocean and calling them 
"Bin-Laden" is the kind of leadership we need...good luck with 
that... 
 
Regards, 
RJ O'Guillory 
Author- 
Webster Groves-The Life of an Insane Family 
* 
Middle Molly 
I do agree that, as long as it takes bushels of cash to be elected to 
Congress (or a state legislature for that matter), fund-raising is 
going to be a high priority for a legislator of ANY party.   
 
But anyone who STILL thinks that the two parties are both the 
same is just got his/her head in a bucket somewhere.  I'm 60.  I 
grew up in a conservative,  Republican household.   I was never 
that conservative, particularly after the Vietnam war, and I used to 
split my ballot religiously.  I voted for a few Republican presidents 

 



 

over the years.  But I have no use for these Republicans anymore, 
and I have no idea what the "Obama is a traitor" craziness is about.  
Tin foil hat people, I assume.We still have people writing here 
blaming this woman, Janis, and these other people and somehow 
assuming that people who are down on their luck in this economy 
are in such a situation due to their own issues.  People have 
accused Janis of being mentally ill, of perhaps using drugs, of 
being too heavy, of having some kind of social issues because she 
is not turning (or cannot turn) to friends and family.  I assume, 
perhaps wrongly, that anybody who wants to "blame the victim" in 
this economy (and blame the Democrats for not fixing things fast 
enough) must be a Republican.  Most of my friends and family 
members lean Democrat these days, and not one of them would 
blame Janis.  They are decent, compassionate people, and they 
know better. 
* 
OGuillory 
M & M... 
 
....perhaps I was not clear....I worked for US Department of 
Defense for 25 years all over the world...for over 20 years...as a 
"federally protected whistle-blower"...(ha,ha!) The "tin-foil-hat" 
folks you are making fun of...folks like me who have lived through 
the disgusting reprisals of the federal government...just for 
reporting unethical, illegal and corrupt activities...well..we earned 
our tin-foil-hats by being honest and dedicated to being ethical... 
 
....so I just don't get your discussion tactic...acting as though all is 
well on the Titanic as it sinks...? We are hundreds of trillions in 
debt, we are kidnapping and torturing...we are invading and 
stealing people's resources based upon a self-inflicted wound (911) 
and we have some dude in the White House that 60% of the 
population disapprove of...but he continues to sign things like the 
NDAA?  
 

 



 

And you want to speak of this corrupt pile of sludge in terms of 
"elections" and "parties".... 
 
....name one thing we've done as a country in the last ten years that 
does not match the Nazi Playbook of the late 30's...?   
 
See what I mean....? Wake up before you end up in a FEMA Camp. 
 
Regards, 
RJ O'Guillory 
Author- 
Webster Groves-The Life of an Insane Family 
* 
La_La_Lame 
Uhhh, why are you signing your posts like a letter? 
 * 
OGuillory 
Hey La La... 
 
I use an auto-signature thing so I don't forget to remind folks of my 
memoir...I have frequent multiple seizures days where I end up in 
the hospital for weeks and wake up blind, crippled and 
forgetful...then in 2010 I drove off a 200 foot cliff at 70 
mph..dropped and rolled about eight times and was sucked out the 
back window and tossed on the rocks about 200 feet down and 
fifty feet over... 
so my brain sin't what it once was and I use anything I can to help 
me remember short term objectives... 
 
Regards, 
RJ O'Guillory 
Author- 
Webster Groves-The Life of an Insane Family 
* 
Greg L 

 



 

This is happening to a lot of people and  this story is largely 
untold.  It strikes me how the situation of these folks is made much 
worst by demoralizing impact of welfare. government assistance 
and homeless shelters.   I think a lot of people would fare much 
better in a rural setting where they could grow their own food and 
reduce their dependence on the system.  Of course, that means 
living on land one owns or rents.  I think that sharecropping will 
probably make a comeback if nothing else than to provide a 
mechanism for families to stay together while working to make 
sure that they have enough to eat.  The old sorts of skills of 
farming, hunting and animal husbandry on a subsistence level are 
solely needed today just for folks to survive and if given the choice  
between begging for a job or money versus having a degree of self 
sufficiency, most will choose the latter.   As this thing unfolds, 
cities are going to be difficult places to survive in. 
* 
Middle Molly 
To grow your own food, you need land, as you said.  And we grow 
some things every year here, but, believe me, our peppers, 
tomatoes, vegetables, beans, and herbs provide only a fraction of 
what we need to eat. 
 
It costs money to start a farm, to rent land, to buy plants, for 
heaven's sake.  I understand your point, and I would bet that there 
are many displaced people heading back into the country where 
living is cheaper.   On the other hand, there are still more jobs in 
the cities.   
 
Most will choose the latter if they have the physical stamina to 
tend a farm.  By the time many people hit 55 or 60, they are 
starting to have health problems and their ability to do physical 
work has started to decline.          
* 
Werner 
My question is, why does America not care any longer? 

 



 

* 
Middle Molly 
Good question.  Read the first comment on the page, just a couple 
above this one.   The "blame the victim" mentality is alive and well 
here in these good old United States. 
* 
Lkytmr 
Re: but food stamps supply only a fraction of her nutritional needs 
She must eat a lot. People that I have known on food stamps got 
more food than we did working a full time job. Also there is the 
salvation army, churches, and other charities.  
 
She is also driving a Sienna which isn't a shabby car. And not to be 
too mean, but she sure doesn't look malnourished. 
 
I'm not saying some people don't fall on hard times but I think this 
is silly.  There are too many holes in this story. 
* 
Middle Molly 
Another shameful excuse for a human being.   How did we wind 
up with so many heartless and suspicious people in this country?  
Oh, yeah.. I think I know.   
* 
janisfriend 
 NO she does NOT eat a lot, some times just once a day, NO 
stove= no cooking, I know her, she is allergic to wheat eats NO 
sugar, trying her best to stay healthy. = eating healthy. I'd say she is 
smart, resourceful, and doing her best, and making the best of a 
really shitty problem.  Try it your self see how far you go with no 
fridge, no stove, and living in a car. Having to leave the parking lot 
at 7:00 am.  Lkytmr, YOU are so out of line and very unaware.  
Wake Up. 
* 
  
MJCIV 

 



 

I would last about one day. God bless this poor woman. I will pray 
for her. So awful.  
* 
Dreamspinner3 
 Are you kidding me?  She's living in a freaking van for Heaven's 
sake!  This story is REALITY for many, many people & as more 
people fall off of the unemployment rolls, it will become the reality 
for many more people! 
* 
how bout 
More Perspective :  Go Bernie!  
* 
how bout 
Wow, a real news story.   
Thank you. 
* 
Onequitamrelator 
I frequently lived like that for many years in the 1990's and in 
thought most of the 2000's and it's pretty dam frightening and 
demoralizing and then to hear that CEO's are getting big bonuses 
for shipping the jobs I once did in my country to earn a decent 
middle class living. The American People have been sold out lock-
stock & barrel and most Americans don't even realize it yet ! If you 
have noticed a larger then ever police presence on the streets of 
America and the way you are treated by the courts as guilty before 
you can plead innocence is "Martial Law" and that this could be a 
real slippery slope. Wikipedia List of Whistleblowers is the answer  
 
*  
OGuillory 
...someone on this thread commented about the idea of being laid 
off, finding other employment, taking a pay-cut and then working 
their way back in a couple of years... 
 
....other's have contended that McDonald's, Starbucks, etc...were 

 



 

not interested in hiring "over-qualified" people since they had 
thousands of "under-qualified" applicants.......again...two things 
can be equally true... 
 
...In America..and especially the 600 trillion-dollar-debt America 
of the future......working your way up is going to be the primary 
method for growth and career expansion....get in the 
workplace...show what you can (or will) do relative to your 
competitors and get yourself that "promotion"....because what 
America's employers are looking for...is motivation! Yes,..they 
want you to have some basic skills and abilities.... 
...as well as the appearance of being a solid citizen... 
 
..but what they really crave?.. the person who will do "what it 
takes" to get "promoted"...and they use the five basic levels of 
human motivation.....safety-security-belonging-prestige and self-
fulfillment in order to manipulate behavior in the workplace.... 
 
SO IF YOU WANT THE JOB....Display Motivation and good 
Communication Skills !!!! 
FYI.....I taught business management all over the world for over 
twenty years......hiring/firing/coaching and performance 
management....and unless you have some really immediately 
marketable skill or talent...in our society you have to "work your 
way up" and if you find a career that is less corrupt than some 
others...you can still work your way up....I did! 
 
I had no college, barely got out of high-school...and learned how to 
manage  and communicate because of McDonald's and their 
corporate education system... Hamburger University sounds like a 
bad joke....but they are some smart business people and they know 
how to run, grow and teach business....they taught me and I was 
able to turn that into an international business career...lived in 
Japan, Germany, Bosnia...Hungary....played golf in an extinct 
volcano in Italy...wrote a book....smoked dope in Amsterdam and 

 



 

was given a personal tour of Air Force One (GHWB)....so working 
your way "up" is possible... 
 
But each passing year (day) the country grows more corrupt and 
dis-connected...this is what the current depression is teaching 
Americans.....that their government has not really cared about them 
for many decades..and we are seeing the results right now.... 
 
Regards, 
RJ O'Guillory 
Author- 
Webster Groves-The Life of an Insane Family 
*  
Alisa Adkins 
My name is Alisa and I am a cousin of Janice's in N. CA  (our dads 
are brothers who aren't on speaking terms).   I haven't seen or 
heard from her in many, many years.  I've been looking for her off 
and on for a long, long time and would like to know if JEFF 
TIETZ can send me his email so I can find out how to contact and 
help her.  I looked for his email online but don't see it.  If anyone 
knows how to contact Jeff or Janice, please reply.  Thank you!! 
* 
janisfriend 
 Alisa, do call the safe parking program they will call her, leave 
your phone there. 
805-637-6242 
* 
Alisa Adkins 
THANK YOU! 
*  
janisfriend 
 Alisa, Hi please or scroll down and see comments of janisfriend. I 
am nervous to put my email down 
* 
Jane Smith 

 



 

Janice has great native plant skills obviously.  I hope someone 
reading this can help Janice get back on her feet.  I know that there 
are Master Gardener programs that she should be a consultant on 
and through them, I'm willing to bet she could get work. 
 
An idea I have is for someone to fund Janice to work in a farmer's 
market with Native Plants - say in Santa Barbara, with a tent and 
plants and help get clients for her.  Or, advertise on Craigslist FOR 
Janice as a native plant consultant/landscaper.  Is any of this 
possible? 
* 
Middle Molly 
Perhaps that is an idea, but I can't believe she hasn't thought of it.  I 
have friends who are Master Gardeners.  They have plenty of 
volunteer work, no paid work.  But some areas of the country are 
bouncing back more quickly than others.    
* 
janisfriend 
 Jane please see reply to Matt8, if you'd like to help this is whats 
happening. Also another contact for Janis 
* 
S41991 
Very sad to read. What people need to do in times like this is stick 
together.  We can gripe all we want about the upper-class, but 
things like that aren't so easy to change. It's men like the manager 
at the Y that we need more of. Kudos to him. 
* 
Dameocrat 
None of the major parties are giving solutions that will help these 
people. Obama criticizes Romney for outsourcing but is a free 
trader himself and promotes more free trade agreements that will 
help Romney outsource some more. Why doesn't the progressive 
media do more to promote Jill Stein? The libertarians are not 
answer either since they just want these people to die off. 
* 

 



 

Middle Molly 
Jill Stein with a Republican Congress and no experience in 
Washington?  Yeah, as if that will help anything.  How will Jill do 
when negotiating with Boehner or McConnell?  How would she 
function as commander-in-chief?  Does she know anybody in 
Congress?   
 
How dare someone like Jill Stein think that she has enough real-
world experience to be President!  Why don't the various third 
party candidates run for local office or representative?    
* 
pathman25 
This will be the continuing story of how the owners of everything 
in this country will increase the numbers of superfluous people. 
They are making it a crime to be poor and will incarcerate as many 
as they can for profit. The rest they hope will just starve or die of 
preventable diseases.  Think it can't happen to you? Think again 
because unless you are one of the super-wealthy running this 
country your time is coming. 
* 
Dh Fabian 
In his speech yesterday, President Obama made a point of stressing 
that he stands with/for "the 98%," which he defined as "the middle 
class."  He defined the remaining 2% as the rich.  That leaves 0% 
for the post-middle class/poor. I assume this is an official statement 
from the Obama administration that those "below a certain 
economic class" will not be recognized by this administration as 
legitimate human beings/citizens. The president assured the middle 
class of another annual tax cut, and it appears that this will be paid 
by pulling more money out of food aid to impoverished 
Americans.   Oddly, President Obama  also claimed that a "middle 
class tax cut" would benefit "the 98%."  Again, the only way he 
could make this claim is if he does not regard the poor as 
legitimate people.  Tax cuts for the middle in recent decades have 
not benefited the poor; increased consumer demand by the middle 

 



 

class results in larger imports of foreign-made  products.  The poor 
came out by the millions to vote for Barack Obama on the hope 
that he would launch a legitimate public discussion about deep 
American poverty.  That didn't happen, and his speech yesterday 
was a clear statement that it won't happen.  Unless one still clings 
to Reagan's old trickle-down economics theory, there is little 
reason for the poor to vote this time.  I guess we'll see if there's 
enough of the middle class alone to re-elect President Obama. I 
can't vote for a president who takes from the elderly, disabled and 
poor to provide another tax cut to the better off. 
* 
Middle Molly 
That's not what he meant, and you know it.   The middle class tax 
cut would benefit anyone who worked, even if you work part-time, 
even if the job is temporary, even if you are self-employed.  So 
how much do you get from the right-wing for posting attacks on 
Obama everywhere?       
* 
Martha Love 
The 98% means everyone else but the rich, and yes, we all use the 
98%, even say middle class but mean everyone except the very 
rich. Middle class feels like poor to many people, so there is little 
distinction anymore between middle and poor, thus we are all 
(except really rich) called the 98%. You must know that, don't you? 
Obama is for the poor and middle class altogether. I am sorry, but 
when I read stuff like you wrote against Obama and stretching his 
words over your own dislikes, I think you are most likely just an 
anti-democratic party person (maybe even Republican) and trying 
to get poor people not to vote, cause we will vote for Obama, say 
what you will! Obama 2012!   It is very sad that people are having 
such a hard time, but it is good that a few churches have allowed 
them to sleep in the parking lots. Have long thought it would be 
good for more churches to open their doors to homeless, at least at 
night.  
* 

 



 

Js64514 
Just read "The Fourth Turning" by William Strauss and Neil Howe, 
and all of this will make sense 
* 
2L4O 
Too bad the Rolling Stone joined in the Obamabot movement, and 
ignored the recommendation of "the influential Paul Krugman" and 
others who warned Obama was not what he seemed,  I note your 
past article chastising Hillary Clinton (and Krugman) for 
advocating a mandate for everyone to buy health insurance vs. 
Obama's campaign promise against a mandate (now another of the 
broken promises many warned about in 2008.) We should have had 
as leader the person who would have won the primary except for 
the manipulations of the DNC to prevent a competent leader for us 
in a time when we needed it so desperately (post Bush.)  Writing 
articles about the new need for people to live in their cars is too 
little, too late.  How about an article by Taibbi on "What Obama 
knew and When" on the LIBOR scandal instead of asking why 
more people aren't outraged?  The media is keeping the US 
uninformed during this election year to protect the Pres. 
* 
Alisa Adkins 
Have you read the ObamaCare Mandate?  Everyone is NOT 
required to buy insurance.  People who make a certain amount and 
over (yet to be determined at state level) are required to buy a plan, 
whether just catastrophic or a plan with richer benefits.   People 
like Janice and others still qualify for FREE healthcare.  I admit 
that ObamaCare is NOT perfect in any way, shape or form.  But it's 
a start.  It also allows people who previously did not qualify for 
insurance due to any pre-existing conditions to have coverage now.  
This doesn't impact Small Business owners either.  This mandate, 
by the way, is still being INTERPRETED by lawmakers at state 
level and will be implemented by 2014.  I am an Obama supporter, 
but that has nothing to do with why I believe in Health Care 
Reform - i believe in it because it's time people were able to go to 

 



 

the dr. for their Diabetes, or for their Cancer, or their AIDS, or for 
being pregnant - all that are considered pre-existing conditions if 
they happen BEFORE you were to buy coverage.  Before you 
reply in haste to my reply, remember that in CA we have to buy 
Car Insurance, we have to wear helmets, we are required to have 
home-owners insurance - these are all mandates that help people 
when the unexpected happens.  Health Care Reform is the same 
thing. 
* 
Ace Man 
It makes me happy to know that Americans are suffering! 
* 
ian 
It makes me happy to know, that you are not American. You fuck 
tard. 
* 
Matt8 
Thank you, Jeff Tietz for a deeply moving article. I sincerely hope 
the Pulitzer committee recognizes this very fine piece of 
journalism. Other commenters have referenced the "Grapes of 
Wrath" for comparison and I don't think that's a stretch.   
Personally, I felt horrible that these fine people, such as Janis and 
Kennan, are in such dire straights. I do intend to call Nancy Kapp 
to see if there is a way I can get money to these people. I hope lots 
of others are moved to do so as well. Of course, this only helps a 
few and there are many, many more in this terrible circumstance. 
As Mottahead said "I can't just do nothing." I wish I knew how to 
help the larger problem. 
 
To those who want to blame the victims - how can you be so 
heartless? Perhaps they did not make perfect choices - but they 
made reasonable ones - and we've all done that. The larger cause 
was not that they didn't make optimal choices - it was simply they 
were, economically speaking, in the wrong place at the wrong time 
through no fault of their own. The people in this article strike me 

 



 

as resourceful, industrious, bright,  and just plain good people. 
How can you not have your heart go out to a Dad trying to hold a 
homeless family with young children together? Or a single woman, 
no longer young, all alone, and left to cast for her fate on the 
streets? Do you really need to know any more than that to not feel 
empathy? 
 
To those who felt compassion, I hope you'll find some way, small 
or large, to help improve the lives of these people. Whether its 
direct assistance or simply voting for the leaders who will help 
refabricate a better society, we have to do something. As 
Mottahead said "I can't just do nothing." 
* 
janisfriend 
 Hi Matt8,  I'd love to talk with you about some possibilities  the 
Santa Barbara Parking program is putting together, and the church. 
I am a person very very close to Janis. 
We are going forward for plans on how to get more press, more 
interviews to the country. To get more support but also to educate 
many(looking at the neg comments)on why this can easily happen 
to anyone. Why all should pitch in the smallest of ways. And that 
comes down to having a smile for someone sad. 
Can't let the greedy, selfish win. Can't  just sit back and do 
NOTHING. please write back on how to get in touch.  
Thank you 
* 
Linda 
And yet our President has decided to give 800,000 to 
1,000,000,100 illegals amnesty!  What about people like these, 
American citizens, that are homeless! 
*  
Middle Molly 
So.. the Prez, instead of rounding up hundreds of thousands of 
young people, most of whom have lived in this country since they 
were very young, most of who are in school or who have served in 

 



 

the military, decides to allow them to stay in this country legally. 
 
These people are already here, in the job market here and now, 
many of them probably working here for less than minimum wage.  
How would rounding them up and sending them back to a country 
they know nothing about help the people who are profiled here?  
Actually, having these young people here legally (vs. working for 
peanuts illegally) may HELP the job situation of the people 
profiled here.. fewer people competing with them willing to work 
for less than minimum wage. 
* 
Rjena 
Understanding of the very nature of our economy verses the rise of  
Eastern Hemisphere is hard due to the fact that we were told 
someone  else is taking care of the system. And hence this 
happens…Knowledge  Management is tough. We tried to support 
it but still working at it with  Treasury and Defense… who knows 
what will happen... 
* 
Dave M 
Welcome to Obama's America 
* 
Middle Molly 
Did you just emerge from the cabbage patch in January 2009?  Do 
you remember what was happening in 2008, before Obama was 
elected?  And you really think that McCain and the despicable P 
woman would have done any better with all of their Republican 
economic policies?  And heaven forbid if McCain had keeled over 
during the past three years! And would bin Laden still be sitting in 
his Pakistani compound?  
* 
Douwe 
Did President Obama drive the economy into the ditch?   
* 
Safe Parking 

 



 

For the record, the director of New Beginnings,Kristine 
Schwartz,does absolutely nothing to assist the Safe-Parking 
program & is using this article to solicit funding for New 
Beginnings counseling while limiting the amount of dollars Safe-
Parking will see. It`s actually Nancy Kapp who is the heart-beat of 
the parking program & who has sacrificed of herself to insure safe-
Parking remains above water while New Beginnings counseling 
has gone through 3 directors in 8 years. Any donations should be 
clearly marked "Attn: Nancy Kapp".  Signed, an ex safe-parker. 
* 
Middle Molly 
If you are indeed an ex-safe parker, you could just add a quick note 
and tell us how you are doing now? 
* 
Sudbury Jean99 
Sudden? I think not. We have been declining for years, we just 
didn't want to believe it. The Caste system has been in place for 
hundreds of years and it will remain in place because the ladder of 
success is a ladder, with room for few at the top. 
* 
Mottahead 
Well, there s a lot of people that criticize RS for selling out and 
being too much of a commercial entreprise betraying the core 
values it had in the 60s or early 70s and blah, blah, blah.  
 
Even though I would agree that the commercial side most of the 
times bugs the hell out of me since it seems that all it tries to do is 
sell music and media products from not-so-talent artists, every time 
I read a Matt Taibi piece or an article like this one (I was moved to 
tears by this one) I have to praise you guys for being one of the 
few media outlets that dont try to hide America s problems under 
the rug. Most media (I point to you, New York Times) seem to 
think that America is to big a country to have social and economic 
difficulties.  
 

 



 

Numbers are ok but it is important that we see the victims of the 
not-yet-recession as human beings like you and me, who are 
struggling against indescribable odds to make ends meet.  I pay 
taxes (we all do) yet I am contributing some money to help those 
in need.  I just can t stay put and not do anything after reading such 
an eye-opener.  
* 
Hannerhin 
Me too, Mottahead. Through AA I know a lot of people who are 
just making it, or not really making it, and never ask for help. I am 
going to OFFER help: do you need help with a resume, Internet 
time to apply for jobs, an address you can use with job 
applications, to avoid that 'look' they give you for being homeless. 
I'll offer a shower, a parking space, and can probably reserve $50 a 
month for emergency gas money. My house is too small for anyone 
else to live here, but this article, which broke my heart, made me 
realize how much people are hurting right now. 
* 
Common Tater 
Great job, Tietz, writing a riveting story. I've been thinking about 
Janis all day. Hopefully, so has someone in the Santa Barbara area 
who read the article and has a spare room and a shower, even a 
driveway or an outbuilding,  maybe in exchange for animal care or 
in exchange for Janis caretaking your property or keeping an 
elderly relative safe with an overnight presence .   As a single 
unemployed middle aged woman myself,  I'm  financially insecure 
too,  and like many commenting here, am moved not by any 
trenchant political commentary or smart remarks, but by those who 
are willing to help. I'll do the same for someone in my part of the 
world.  
* 
LanceThruster 
What is so insane about all this is that we as a nation have tasks 
that need doing, and a workforce capable and ready to do them, yet 
they stand idle. It is a testament to our own lack of foresight for 

 



 

this situation to persist. 
* 
Dreamparts 
we live in AZ and continue to try and keep our business open. But 
if you would get ahold of us, we do have a place to park, some 
work to do.....not much but we would share with a hard worker as 
yourself Miss aAdkins.... give us a call The Stevens Family 
602.330.3840 
* 
Ontario 211 
I'm from Canada but keep reading stories like this and it's deeply 
saddening. In fact, there's a documentary in the final stages of 
editing right now that covers this national crisis: 
http://americanwinterfilm.com/ 
 
I work for 211 in Ontario, Canada. The US has 211 almost 
completely across the country. If you call 2-1-1 you can get help 
with shelter, food, clothing, employment, etc... where available. 
You actually get real people when you call who will walk through 
your needs with you and provide referrals to resources in your 
community. Find out more here: http://www.211us.org/ 
 
Kelly B. 
Online Initiatives Manager  Ontario 211 
* 
Guest 
The signers of the Declaration of Independence had mutually 
pledged to each other their Lives, their Fortunes and their sacred 
Honor. What have today's Americans mutually pledged to each 
other? 
* 
Chuck 
Great article I highly recommend this to all to read. I work as an 
eligibility interviewer with the state of Arizona, and can relate to 
these unfortunate people in there terrible situation, and can speak 

 

http://americanwinterfilm.com/


 

first hand since I have been in there shoes. If you find yourself in 
this same place don't hesitate to seek assistance, that is what it is 
for, to supplement you and your family through the difficult times.  
Chuck in Arizona 
* 
YammerHammer 
Except in many areas the assistance has run dry 
* 
PeterW 
Brilliant article. Reminded me of On The Road and the Steinbeck 
novels of my youth.  You wrote " There is no moral or substantive 
difference between a hundred-year flood and the near-destruction 
of the global financial system by speculators  immune from 
consequence."I take issue with the statement as a 100 year flood is 
a natural disaster whereas the destruction of the banking system 
(banks only lend money to people who don't need it, remember) is 
due to sheer human greed.  You might more accurately have 
written "there is no substantive difference to the victims of nature 
or human greed"; with that I can concur.Perhaps if your country 
removed the 11-13 million illegal aliens instead of trying to 
incorporate them into a great socialist experiment, some of the 
aforementioned 8million Americans might have a job to do.  
America has worshipped Mammon and found it a false God.  The 
only answer is to turn back to the God of your forefathers.  Again, 
if you spend trillions of dollars on unwinnable wars against 
phantoms you cannot look after the "poor and starving huddled 
masses". On the 4th of July, what exactly are you celebrating in the 
land of the free and the home of the brave? 
* 
Gordon Howe 
 How's the view from up there on that high horse? 
* 
Molly 
we really need folks like Bernie Sanders to run for major office in 
this country . This country can only be helped by ethical , 

 



 

independent, politicians such as him . He truly cares about the 
regular folks in the US . God , help us all. 
* 
Car42luna 
I really enjoyed this article. It was insightful without a lot of 
option. I'm not middle class , but I too have suffered a lot of similar 
experiences. I look forward to reading more from Jeff Tietz 
* 
JojoRaze 
This is a good article detailing the decline of the white middle-
class.  However, absent is the fact that the reason the safety net is 
so tenuous and uncaring is the fact that it was designed not to 
protect white middle-class people from potential economic falls 
from grace, but designed to urge black and brown people to work 
and not 'loaf off' the white middle-class' tax money--it was 
designed to stop "welfare queens" and "black men in Jordans and 
gold chains" from taking advantage of the system.  The safety net 
system is the proxy of how mainstream society view race, overtly 
and covertly.  If "those people" won't work, I want to make it hard 
for them to get any benefits, aka, my hard-earned tax money.  
 
Now that the white middle class has precipitously fallen and need 
access to these services, they are shocked, shocked, SHOCKED, 
that it is cold, unfeeling and unwilling to help them get back on 
their feet with job assistance, education and training.  It wasn't 
designed for that and the white middle class is reaping the 
whirlwind.  
 
If we want a social safety net that actually keeps people fed and 
retrains them for work available in the economy, we all have to 
care more and vote accordingly. You can't vote for people that 
scream personal responsibility but allow financial managers who 
invent exotic financial instruments that crater the economy to get 
away scot-free due to laws like Graham-Leach. We all have to 
imagine ourselves as "the least of these" and create a system that 

 



 

will be compassionate, fair and effective. A system designed for 
"we the people", not "those people". 
* 
Little Old Lady 
 Excellent points.  For people who have never been in such a 
desperate situation who very quickly fall into 
homelessness/poverty, at age 4o or 50-something, it is a 
devastating betrayal of all we believed in and were led to believe 
in.  That our hard work, integrity and efforts to be self sufficient 
would be all that is necessary to keep us self sufficient, housed, 
clothed, fed, employed for our entire lives.  Or that if we lose a job, 
we could quickly get another one.  Finding out how big a lie that 
is, that was told to us as truth, is devastating.  
 
The situation of someone who has struggled with poverty for most 
of their life or who is much younger and facing unemployment is 
very difficult, but somewhat different. 
 
This article does a very good job of shining light on the betrayal 
aspect of falling so far from the top of the Maslow hierarchy (or 
whatever framework you prefer) to the bottom rungs.  It is not 
necessarily the worst thing in the world, but it is very painful to 
experience.  Spending some time at the bottom, not knowing if you 
will ever climb up out of it, is life-changing, not necessarily for the 
worse.  However, the meaning of everything must be questioned, 
including how one derives happiness, and whether self 
actualization is actually what one previously thought it was. 
* 
Car42luna 
I thought Martin Luther King Jr. said the most difficult thing was 
being a young white male unemployed. Because there is no 
assistance for them. Which is why there is so many living on the 
streets 
* 
The Lazy Comic,  

 



 

Doing politically incorrect humor in an attempt to awaken the 
masses. (Should be fun... or maddening... just not sure which one 
yet). From the top... IT'S A DEPRESSION. (Okay... if it hasn't 
affected you personally... yet... then it's a recession... for those that 
were hit hard by it... IT'S A DEPRESSION).  
* 
Michael J.B 
The biggest lesson in this article is about ego, or better put, self 
identity. The homeless people are the same as they've always been. 
They are just as moral and law abiding now as they were the week 
before they became homeless. Yet employers and many people 
treat them differently as if they were somehow less than they were. 
 
It is the egos of the prospective employers that are pushing away 
these people. They must feel that by associating with someone who 
lives in a vehicle their status must somehow be lessened. How can 
someone be cordial and smiling at a prospective employee one 
moment and then be repelled by them the next? 
 
There are tens of thousands of people living in RVs by choice. 
Many travel the country and work in jobs that require mobility. 
There is no stigma attached to them. They are practical. They are 
smart for going where they can find work. Mobility is a positive 
thing. Any homeless person who is looking for a job must either 
get permission from a shelter to use their address or lie about a 
home address to prospective employers. It is the logical thing to 
do.  With cell phones as the norm there is no reason someone 
couldn't do that and get by. Lying is generally a bad thing to do but 
look at the greater good in this situation. An employer could get a 
reliable grateful worker and a homeless person could get an 
income. As soon as the homeless person got an apartment, if they 
so choose, then they could tell the employer they moved to a new 
address. Nobody would be the wiser. No harm no foul.  For future 
reference, anybody who is willing to learn to drive a big rig truck 
and live on the road can become a truck driver. Some companies 

 



 

will train people for free as long as they remain with the company 
for at least a year. Just don't have a bad driving record or recent 
criminal activity. You can earn about $24,000 in your first year. It's 
tough work but it's better than living on the street. If you like it 
your subsequent years will pay as much as double that with the 
right company and route. Anybody willing to drive a rig and 
manually unload them can earn $70,000 per year after their first 
year. These rates are available now in North Dakota for drivers. 
Choose your poison. Hard work with high pay or no work with no 
pay. 
* 
guest 
I work two jobs and I am going to get my CDL just to have it, 
although I am not really interested in driving a semi. 
* 
An Actual Small-Business Owner 
 Truck driving? As long as you're youngish, with no kids or other 
family commitments and in good enough health to deal with what 
is, physically and mentally, an incredibly stressful and demanding 
job with high turnover. It's not a realistic option for most people. 
* 
Csdietz 
Or you could continue to whine and live in a car. These people are 
flakes.  
* 
Little Old Lady 
 Agree, but it is good that Michael J.B mentioned this opportunity, 
as I and many others were not aware of it.  It's helpful. 
* 
An Actual Small-Business Owner 
Advising a 56-year-old woman with years of experience running 
her own business to get a job as a truck driver is just brutally 
condescending. Maybe you could also suggest she marry a man 
with a history of physically abusing women...sure she'll have to 
tolerate beatings--but hey, at least she'll have a roof over her head. 

 



 

* 
TinLizzy 
And I find it incredibly condescending to assume that a (former) 
small business owner is somehow better or more important than a 
truck driver. A job that needs doing is worth doing. BTW, I'm a 58-
year-old, self-employed woman. If events conspired to take away 
my job and put me out of my home, you'd better believe I'd be 
happy to try that truck-driving job. 
* 
Michael J.B 
 You are right about being in good health. There is a DOT physical 
all drivers must take before getting a license. I have a CDL. 
 
Like I said, you'll have to live on the road as an over the road 
driver. Make money for your family and at least they will have 
money to have shelter and food instead of living in a van. 
 
There are other forms of trucking too. There are dedicated routes 
that take people on regular routes and those have more home time. 
Intermodal is similar without the regular routes. You'll work from a 
home base such as a shipyard or dock. There are also local runs 
where the driver is home every night. Such runs are given out to 
veteran drivers first. 
 
This coming Monday I'll be delivering a bus two states away. It's 
an hourly rate job not a per mile job. Still it's a paycheck. Actually 
school bus companies almost always have openings. The hours are 
split but at least it's a paying position with free training. Check 
local school bus companies often. They have a high turnover rate. 
* 
Yvonne 
Janis does have family, and we love her, but like my own 
immediate family, most have moved away to other cities. It's not 
like it was in the old days when we all lived close. And, with what 
the price of gas is today, almost everyone (like me, in the middle 

 



 

class) have curbed their cars from unnecessary traveling in order to 
keep the bills paid. Imagine being in her shoes; where would she 
get the money to travel 50 miles away, and then go to a city where 
the unemployment rate is even higher, and the opportunities for a 
job that she is skilled in are far less?  
 
Janis has been invited to stay with us, and she has stayed with us in 
her van, parked outside, because like many of us who live in SB 
space is tight. But, there's a bathroom here, and she can do her 
laundry, and cook if she wants a hot meal. It is the price of gas and 
limited funds that limits her access to visiting and staying with 
family. I suppose people think that if you live in SB you must have 
wealth. But, no, many of us just grew up here and decided to stay 
because it is our home.Janis is not only a determined and ambitious 
woman, but she is considerate of others as well. She has asked 
reluctantly for help when she has truly been in need, and she's 
wonderfully grateful every time. She is my hero and role model 
because someday I may be the one living in my car, if not for the 
grace of a loving husband, my own family, and my current 
abilities. Time has a way of changing everything. 
* 
Dave Stephenson 
I am unsure when 300,000 a year became middle class.  Janis over 
spent and undersaved.  I find this story tragic, but for the wealthy 
not being able to get a job is a new experience.  For the rest of us, 
it is very common.  
 
In the 70s many middle managers lost their jobs and could not find 
work.  Some waited years and passed up opportunities as they 
wanted a income that matched what they made years ago.  It just 
wasnt going to happen.  
 
Before 2008 many people made very large sums of money only to 
gamble it away by overspending and hedging on the future.  For a 
business this seems short sighted and ill concieved.  Unless your a 

 



 

financial wizard you have to save a part of your income for 
disaster.  This story could of been "Janis was hit by a car and could 
no longer work, as she could not work income ceased and she lost 
her house and business."  Even more tragic.  
 
We have been told Social Security will be gone for the last 50 
years, if your counting on it for your retirement, your in trouble or 
possible trouble.  YOU HAVE TO PUT MONEY AWAY if you 
ever want to retire, or for disaster.  Did we not learn anything from 
the dot com bust?  
* 
Rageahol 
the article refers to $300k in sales, not income for her. 
* 
enkelin 
People who have never run a busines do not know the difference 
between revenue and profit. 
* 
sigaba 
"I am unsure when 300,000 a year became middle class.  Janis 
over spent and under saved." 
 
That was her gross revenue from the business, as it says.  She had 
to pay taxes, almost certainly had employees and the discussion of 
foreclosure indicates she had a substantial nut on her (then 
underwater) business property.  We don't have enough information 
to conclude if she was a plasma-screen-buying deadbeat, but if 
that's what you need to soothe your conscience, don't let me stop 
you. 
*  
An Actual Small-Business Owner 
 Read the article again, you condescending twit. Owning a business 
that GROSSES $300K a year is NOT the same as earning $300K a 
year in salary. 
 

 



 

Confusing the two is a mistake that no one with a basic grounding 
in business and finance would ever make. Which makes the rest of 
your snide comments even more insufferable. 
* 
Increase Powers 
Janis sounds like just the kind of small business owner 
Republicans profess to love.  She took risks to grow her business, 
which is what Republicans keep saying people should do.  Now 
that she's hurting, all these sanctimonious social Darwinists here 
stand around in a circle and spit on her.   What is WRONG with 
these people? 
* 
Mom 
 Yes she was a "job creator" ... the sacred cow of the GOP. 
* 
sigaba 
As a Republican, I'll tell you that I'm outraged!  I was under the 
impression that our economic system only humiliated minorities, 
felons and the mentally ill!  (Sarcastic, or am I?) 
* 
sauceboy 
In Econ 101, they teach you that in the basic model of economic 
calculus, there are only two inputs:  capital ("K") and labor ("L").  
The balance between and ability to bargain against other of K and 
L determine how the surplus in the economy is distributed. 
 
In the last 30 years, Americans have bought into the fiction that L 
was too powerful and K too weak, and that this imbalance needed 
to be addressed.  And the way it was addressed was through lower 
tax rates for the wealthy (the primary owners of K), attacks on 
labor organizing (erosion of L leverage), wholesale destruction of 
the social safety net/contract, and incentives to offshore jobs, 
leaving labor here in shambles. 
 
And so we're in this situation where owners and managers of 

 



 

capital are in the driver's seat.  It explains why banks are too big to 
fail, why banks get bailed out, why every legislative change from 
the Republicans is aimed at making working people more 
vulnerable for the benefit of the wealthy.  Labor today has no 
power - if you work for a living, you are a fungible asset, just as 
easily transferred out of the country as you are to hire.  Your wages 
aren't keeping up with inflation, your debts are in perpetuity.  You 
might as well be a feudal serf, because the odds of you or your 
offspring ever controlling capital is quite low, although not 
impossible, which is the loophole Republicans use to argue for the 
existence of the "American Dream."  And those same Republicans 
are trying their damndest to prevent you from voting to change 
that. 
 
In other words, if you don't own or control capital today, the odds 
of you having a reasonably stable life are slim.  Good luck. 
* 
Hannerhin 
Sauceboy, that is such an astute take indeed. And what do you 
think the future is going to look like? What course do you follow, 
or advocate? I do see glimmers of the positive all over, new 
models, but maybe I'm fooling myself. 
* 
Peter Principle 
Grapes of Wrath: The Remake 
* 
KD 
...Where the homeless still shop at Whole Foods...a place anyone 
smart with their money would never step foot into.  
* 
Choicewords 
 She doesn't "shop" there. She takes advantage of the breakfast 
buffet to get her one, solid hot meal per day. She uses the restroom 
and washes her face. She chooses "lighter (by weight)" food 
because they charge by the pound. What a condescending ass you 

 



 

sound like. 
* 
enkelin 
DID it ever occur to you that whole foods may be the closest 
grocery to her and to drive an extra 10 miles to a cheaper store 
would cost her just as much for inferior food. 
* 
Little Old Lady 
 When you don't have money for healthcare, your health is entirely 
in your own hands.  If she is shopping at Whole Foods to be 
healthy, then that seems smart to me.  How many times have we 
heard put-downs of the poor food "choices" made by "the poor" 
which causes their ill health, which creates a burden on the "rest of 
us?" 
* 
pie 
Unless one could actually get something healthy/nutritious at a 
reasonable price, that is.   Sounds like she does, which is good, 
since she  often can afford only one good meal a day. 
* 
pie 
I have to say that I'm somewhat shocked to read some of the 
negative comments that follow this article.  Why don't you people 
just save yourself some typing time and merely write, "I've got 
mine.  Fuck you." 
 
May Karma visit you and reward you appropriately. 
 
* 
GN517 
 I believe it's some kind of cortex peculiarity when some people 
are unable to analyze data (events) on a bigger scale.  Thus, they 
bring the discussion of a wide-spread phenomena to a level of 
discussion if not judgment of one person 
* 

 



 

Joe 
I like turtles.  
* 
usmcmailman 
 What "Middle class" ? 
* 
GN517 
It's a very right article but the title is wrong. The decline has not 
been sharp-&-sudden, but it's been a long lasting and obvious  
disease gradually growing into pandemic because we have not 
addressed it when the first symptoms. 
*  
StephenD 
Help the new middle class out on the street grow their own food 
and make $$ 
* 
Nicholas Littlejohn 
It's everywhere and secret. There are entire neighborhoods of those 
forced to sleep in their cars in Portland. The rich need to grow a 
heart. It's becoming evil to let so many suffer. 
* 
Rgc582000 
How much are you contributing? 
* 
splicernyc 
Your remark is exactly what I would expect from a callous person. 
* 
Westbay 
I am sorry for their blight BUT being middle class and educated 
means that you plan for the future, don't over extend your debt and 
live within your means.   Fuck any one of these things up and lose 
your job and see where it gets you. 
* 
Julianne Fraser 
I think you mean "plight." "Blight" would be something like a 

 



 

plague of self-righteous conservatives who don't understand that 
these people have simply exhausted all their savings and resources 
because they have been out of work for so long.  
* 
Andrew Massanet 
People living in their cars require car insurance?!! 
OUTRAGEOUS!! IT'S SOCIALISM!!!! 
*  
Michael J.B 
 If there were true Socialism such people wouldn't be out on the 
street. The stock market meltdown wouldn't have happened if the 
people running the trading firms would have had something to lose 
with those risky trades. They were just like government, free and 
loose with other peoples money. 
 
Remember that Socialism is an economic system not a 
governmental system. Socialism is actually the most democratic 
way to run a business, as opposed to the tyrannical rule from the 
top down method used today where employees have no say. 
* 
Kapunokaoi 
Dude, insurance is required just to have a driver's license, forget 
about having a vehicle.  And all the people spending cash as soon 
as it touches their hands for IPODs and such better wake up.  
* 
Lydia V. Forman, ,♈ 
This comment was flagged for review. 
* 
Nicholas Littlejohn 
Then don't add your own BS link to the discussion? 
* 
Pipin 
The middle class in this country has been in decline since the 
1980s.  There is nothing sharp about these numbers now.  There is 
only hyperbole as more of the middle class can no longer afford to 

 



 

borrow its way out of poverty.  The home equity bubble that burst 
stripped away the last pretence left to those who work for a 
corporate America that values their bonuses over living wages and 
benefits for the workers that do the work of making the money for 
the CEOs. I could go on, but I am exhausted by American amnesia. 
* 
btk 
What I don't like about this article is that it makes it seem like the 
homelessness is something new created by the recession and not an 
ongoing failing of the economic system which only increases or 
decreases in its magnitude at various times. 
* 
Dave M 
Welcome to Obama's America 
*  
Julianne Fraser 
It's Reagan's America. That's when we switched from the New 
Deal model to trickle-down, or more correctly piss-on. 
* 
Mom 
 Gee - do you think it was particularly WISE to follow Osama Bin 
Laden into a war in Afghanistan? - a place where war has brought 
down several other "great" empires??? Do you think that maybe 
the 9/11 attacks were just to get us to follow them back there where 
they could kill us economically? hmmm ... seems to have worked. 
* 
Tmkane 
 George Bush created the recession.  In his eight years he 
orchestrated the movement of over $10 trillion, with a "T", from 
the demand side to the supply side of the economy. You can't do 
that and not expect demand to collapse. It did, only six months 
earlier than he had hoped. 
 
The republican party plotted and planned for 40 years on the 
destruction of this country. They succeeded. They are destroying it 

 



 

still. 
 
And if you didn't back Bush, you were considered a traitor.  
* 
Leopold Bloom 
How can you be so dumb? How is it possible? How do you not get 
that Obama has tried to pass jobs programs, and the Republicans in 
Congress keep shutting him down? 
They won't let him pass anything, because their priority is making 
him a one term president. It's not a secret: they have said it. 
* 
Liz Gilbert 
Here's another: Stephanie Hoffman Burke Right On!! Giving to an 
entity rarely trickles down to the people who need  it. I give to the 
person, the neighbor, or the hot and thirsty guy on  the street. We 
have to take care of one another. I am going to re post comments 
coming in off my facebook feed. Access seems to be denied to 
Rolling Stone from Thailand for instance/???/??  Here's one from 
wonderful musician friends on Koh Phangan Thailand, originally 
from Vancouver BC Canada.   american idol.. fear and self interest 
are in the  driving seat.. driving through a vista of broken souls and 
neglect.. The love is not gone but it seems to be locked in the 
safety deposit box of a crumbling system.. waiting for Godot.. sad 
beyond sad.. but.. there  is a grain of hope .. a grain of hope by the 
actions and selflessness of a few true souls - 2 souls touch 4 souls 
touch 8 souls touch 16 etc...  the veil of distraction may yet be 
lifted.. breathe in breathe out and  do what you know you must not 
what someone tells you.. 
* 
Liz Gilbert 
Sorry....this is complete response: Moscow Fish self interest is the 
god masking god.. selfless idealism is spoken word by  far too 
few.. and the actions of even fewer.. and those actions are lost 
between reruns of american idol.. fear and self interest are in the 
driving seat.. driving through a vista of broken souls and neglect.. 

 



 

The love is not gone but it seems to be locked in the safety deposit 
box of a crumbling system.. waiting for Godot.. sad beyond sad.. 
but.. there  is a grain of hope .. a grain of hope by the actions and 
selflessness of a few true souls - 2 souls touch 4 souls touch 8 souls 
touch 16 etc...  the veil of distraction may yet be lifted.. breathe in 
breathe out and  do what you know you must not what someone 
tells you.. 
* 
Liz Gilbert 
For all of you here, with your comments about prudent planning 
and so forth...Have you helped a neighbor in need recently, without 
judgement? I'm curious. I've come back from a camping trip with a 
bunch of homeless kids.  These kids fall through the cracks of the 
system (some as young as 7). A lot of the parents were involved 
with construction jobs here in the wealthy desert. Those jobs 
vaporized. The parents are not paragons of virtue and are almost 
done in. What remains are a whole bunch of kids really, with 
nobody except us artists helping in small ways. These kids are 
pretty wild and not "socialized"at all. They WILL come back to 
bite you.  Do you take care your immediate community, if you are 
so secure and stable and have planned so well? Or, is your 
planning only for yourself? Do you think you are immune? Strange 
things can happen in life that you cannot be prepared for. What we 
CAN be, is caring neighbors and friends, always. Otherwise, as far 
as I can see, there is no humanity. 
*  
dogmom 
A sad and scary read. Scary because this could easily be me. I am 
just hanging on and I have a job. If that goes....  I am in awe of 
how these individuals hold on to their humanity in the face of such 
adversity. I wish them well. 
* 
Occasnltrvlr 
River guide?  Spend a month traveling every summer? 
 

 



 

Perhaps realistic planning and fiscal prudence would have served 
well.  Clearing one's debts while still generating income results in 
greater comfort than having them cleared through foreclosure. 
*  
Caalde 
 well, you do not know the whole story... those things were through 
out many, many years of life.  Many people were slammed by this 
housing bust and bad loans who were basically scammed.... the 
banks were doing very unwise lending, and no one anticipated the 
falling of the market.  There are times when people are being 
sufficiently prudent, thinking that their job/business will continue 
as it has, and then the rug gets pulled out from under you.... 
* 
Liz Gilbert 
More music, this being Rolling Stone after all: The Strumbellas 
from  that foreign nation Canada... öh, I miss my heart"  Can you 
imagine, for one second, how it felt for Janis to give up her nursery 
business and her home? She tried and tried to save them. Try to 
imagine this people. By my calculation though, there are more on 
the side of compassion and neighborliness here, than on the side of 
hollow rhetoric. Bless those who have not lost their hearts and 
even though they may have had good reason to do so!) .  That 
includes Janis!!!  
* 
MikeW_CA 
more like 30 years. 
* 
Neil Baker 
No dignity and only a pittance of welfare for the homeless in Santa 
Barbara but billions in corporate welfare funneled annually 
through the UCSB mafia welfare campground for pompous, 
overpaid, underachieving faculty whores. UCSB is an 
unaccountable crimiminal mafia organization that would not 
survive any independent audit. No university in the history of the 
world has betrayed the human species and TRUTH more than 

 



 

UCSB. The wretched Citizens of the surrounding communities of 
Santa Barbara and Goleta present a carefully propagandized facade 
of virtue while actually occupying the center of evil in the universe 
today. Santa Barbara and Goleta are the Sodom and Gomorrah of 
the 21st Century. I pray for GOD's justice and I will not look back. 
* 
zeus 
this is a cute story neil. now take your meds... 
* 
smokey18 
Dont.you get it , the new world order has to bankrupt the middle 
class. Otherwise they cant move forward   
* 
Sarah 
Does the author have any way people can get in touch with Janis? I 
knew her in Moab a little, too, and my heart has been aching for 
her ever since I read this article.  Is there any way we can help her? 
* 
Liz Gilbert 
 Yes, there are a few of us trying and you can try through Nancy 
Kapp at Safe Parking   805 284 3463. We are a;so not so far from 
Santa Barbara and would gladly welcome her. Same with some 
more kind souls here. xxoo 
 * 
enkelin 
I live in Texas and would like to help Janis a bit if I could.  Is there 
any way to communicate with her?  Does she have a mailing 
address? or any address where I can mail something to her "In care 
of"?  Please email if there is to heidihanson@cs.com 
* 
Spook Moor 
A really, really, sad and mind blowing read. Whatever happened to 
America? 
* 
Rgc582000 

 



 

those who think we can spend our way to prosperity. We never get 
anything free from our government and until that trend changes we 
will be heading down the same road as a country. And it will keep 
working as long as they can keep us saying  "its the Dems, no its 
the Reps, not its the" 
* 
Guest 
Republicans ... period . 
* 
Bon 
I suspect that these treasonous, Executive scum, are transferting 
their families to China, as well. PERMANENTLY. 
 
The latest news is that China ..in case you all forgot, 
COMMUNIST China...Communists, which have ALWAYS been 
OUR enemies. 
 
Yet, the strange thing is that at the same time, the U.S. Fed scum,  
also raised them in the 1980s,  to preferred Trade Status.. 
 
The fed scum has been doing business with "their birds of a 
feather", while, right NOW, getting ready for a War confontation. 
* 
ingracewetrust 
Her family and friends, where are they? In most homeless stories 
there are common themes: addiction, mental illness, and 
family/friend abandonment of the poor, sick, and suffering. Why 
are people giving up on their ill or monetarily challenged friends 
and family members? Why has the obsession with an eight-hour 
job replaced common civility and support for our neighbors in 
crisis? The government or corporations should not be at the center 
of this mess. The lack of cooperation between neighborhoods, 
friends, and family are what should be the focus of the homeless 
epidemic. Bartering communities can absolutely exist without 
government, big banking, and big corporation interventions. 

 



 

Things must change in America. Immediately. 
* 
Liz Gilbert 
 Thank you for speaking the truth. Yes, where are they really? 
Where are we? Even the idea of job sharing seems lost on this 
country. I know whereof I speak too. We have invited Janis here to 
our crazy budding /while almost losing all the time, place in the 
high desert mountains and also to the reservation in these 
mountains we would also like to support. One band member wants 
to open his land to the homeless. We ourselves have to rebuild and 
do what we can. Please stay in touch. 
http://facebook.com/chordata.d... 
* 
Lorili 
Face it, Americans just are not friendly, kind, caring people, even 
to or maybe especially to,  their own relatives.  It's mostly a dog 
eat dog, I got mine so screw you society. 
* 
Gmike4170 
Why did she move from her home of 40 years in Colorado to this 
small town in California? Seems very unfair to place her burdens 
on the citizens of California. And she's not the only one to " 
migrate" here and burden our already strained systems. Go back 
from where you came from please... 
* 
Julianne Fraser 
She returned to California, where she came from originally.  Of 
course, had she refused to leave her original home to begin with 
and never prospered, you'd blame her for that- people have to be 
flexible! they have to take risks!- and had she insisted on staying 
where her home and business had been for years after she lost 
everything, you'd blame her for that- people have to know when to 
cut their losses!  they have to embrace change!  It's all part of the 
shell game. 
* 

 



 

Roman Rodriguez 
wow,  no wonder america is like this with people like him...you 
better hope nothing like this happens to you.... 
* 
Caalde 
 She was originally from Santa Barbara and had family to help 
some, although they cannot all help her. 
* 
Disheartening 
Nice attitude you have there. Real compassionate. And for your 
information, she didn't live in Colorado for 40 years. She came 
from Utah. At least get your facts straight before you go criticizing 
people. She is a U.S. citizen and is free to travel anywhere she 
likes. Last I heard, we aren't "confined" to our home states when 
we lose our jobs. 
*  
ingracewetrust 
 If your life enters a crisis period would you want those that could 
help in a different state to turn you away?  If California has an 
earthquake and becomes inhabitable will you stay here and die or 
hope that Arizona, Nevada, Taxes, or Oregon doesn't mind your 
relocating? Learn compassion. Why are your contributions to 
society better than hers? Were the taxes she paid while working 
less special than the taxes you paid? Were her contributions to 
family and friends less important than yours? I am Californian too 
and I think she deserves another chance. 
* 
Facingreality 
Reading articles such as this can be difficult when we two or three 
stories over read such waste as millionaires buying 40M airplanes 
for fathers day gifts or people dropping thousands in a strip club. 
What hurts most is that the 1% is financed by the spending of the 
middle class, on their albums or 'talent-less' shows, etc. Imagine 
how much better the world would be if instead of wasting money 
on people who aren't charitable, we spent on money on helping 

 



 

those who could really benefit - like the hungry / homeless. 
Imagine how many people could have been helped by that 40M or 
the thousands spent in strip clubs - Imagine that, and then maybe, 
just maybe going forward each of us should decide not to finance a 
SELFISH artists lifestyle - and instead spend those monies by 
helping a person who is not wasting but just wishing to have 
somewhere to call home. 
* 
 
Selden NY 
Great Article.  Am almost homeless myself.  William 
Mck.....You're thought process IS part of the problem....not the 
solution.   Why...You have a job....I'm pretty sure by your 
perspective.  Get a job at McD's....your solution....implies....folks 
like mentioned in the article an myself...are lazy or have an attitude 
problem.  She is volunteering.....I'm sure she applied to MCD's 
already. 
 
William and many others blame those who lose their job......Note:  
Not fired, no criminal record...etc... 
 
Where are the corp exec's who make millions per year.....Under 
Cover Bosses who can simply visit the parking lot and give folks a 
job?  Undercover bosses could get ad sponsors to even cover the 
cost of part of their minimum wage salary.  Why are corp execs or 
people like William thinking like this? 
 
The white house just added 500,000 illegal immigrants to the 
candidate pool.....increasing the supply of candidates to each job 
opening......thus driving down wages for all.....supply and demand! 
 
Now imagine if the person living in the car is a father who has to 
pay child support....with a threat of incarceration...because they 
can't pay their child support.....in addition top being homeless. 
 

 



 

This is real William.....be thankful....not judgmental or flip.   
Maybe you can change your thinking and help folks find a job at 
McD's.....or yet.....just for shit's and grin's....try and apply 
yourself....to see if you can get a job.....and note the hopelessness 
and depression that set's in when you realize....tht even if they hire 
you....you will still be homeless and have no real future 
opportunities..... 
* 
Dave_Mowers 
Here's a great idea rich Republicans will love, lets continue only 
making credit and capital available to hedge funds, individually 
wealthy, banks and trading houses so they can play stocks instead 
of building products or creating services people might actually 
want to buy and thereby also creating jobs. Lets just print money 
so the people who need it the least can keep playing cards with it 
and blowing their earnings buying another boat, house, car, watch. 
I mean isn't that how Americans should use the power to coin and 
issue money after all? Making those who have more than they will 
ever need richer. The Founders would cry at the sad State that our 
country is today. 
*  
EmilyEnso 
So when are you going to get mad? 
Get off your backsides and fight back?  
Americans haven't the spunk. 
They are weak and cowardly unless its bombing innocent children 
from 30,000 feet and sending drones to kill indiscriminately. 
Well the rest of the planet just looks on and thinks - it couldn't 
happen to a nastier nation of people. 
Karma methinks. 
* 
tuco22 
The movie Apocalypto is a perfect example of what's happening. 
* 
tuco22 

 



 

I think you're right. I have often wondered myself why Americans 
are so apathetic about nearly everything except sports, Black 
Friday sales, etc. I think in part it's because they're so medicated. 
People are on so many prescription drugs that have side effects. I 
think another factor is their general political and economic 
ignorance. Most Americans haven't a clue as to what's happening 
in the world because their news is so censored.They don't 
understand how their economy works. And  like someone pointed 
out in an earlier post, they all still believe in the American Dream. 
A few are allowed to succeed to make it seem like it's possible for 
everyone, but like he said, the game is rigged. But believing in it 
still, they continue to vote for one or the other head of the hydra, 
being ping-ponged from one party to the other every 4 or 8 years, 
all the while being steadily frog-marched to their destruction. I 
think it's a spiritual malaise that has fallen over the country. And 
yes, America has the blood of millions on its hands, and that will 
have to be atoned for. Maybe this is the atonement. 
* 
William J McKibbin 
I'm not being flip when I say, find a McDonald's that is hiring and 
go to work -- living in your car in a church parking lot, using food 
stamps to eat, and reading books to pass the time, is not the answer 
-- again, I weep for the homeless in America, but a dose of reality 
for those who are still young and employable is strongly advised -- 
I have friends who live on minimum wages, but they still have a 
life -- perhaps moving to another state would be wise... 
* 
Julianne Fraser 
You may have missed the countless news stories in which 
hundreds, sometimes thousands of people line up for a few of these 
minimum-wage jobs.  You may have missed the details in the 
article itself, such as the fact that many employers won't consider 
the homeless for jobs in the first place, or that making even the 
tiniest amount of money, on which one can't afford to live, strips 
one of access to aid. Btw, one of your fellow conservatives on this 

 



 

thread is mad that one of the subjects of the piece moved to his 
state- he thinks she should have stayed where she was! Can't win 
for losing with you delusionals. 
* 
Dave_Mowers 
 Yeah well my uncle applied at the local corporate-owned 
McDonalds and the manager told him they had over 10,000 
applications on file so don't expect a call- ever. Home Depot, 
Lowe's, Kroger, K-Mart, Chick Fila all the same more applicants 
than jobs. His college degree meant nothing. 
* 
etls1 
No offense, but I don't think you get what is happening. This is the 
systematic breakdown of American society caused by decades of 
debt slavery which was perceived as "good". The days of robbing 
Peter to pay Paul are over. Peter is just as broke as you are now, 
and Paul is ruthless and unforgiving. Not to mention they are the 
same guy. The well is running dry thanks to gross financial mis-
management and over indulgence.   
 
The woman in this article, along with thousands of others, can 
barely scrape up enough to eat, how is she going to move to 
another state? What is she going to list as a home address on her 
McDonald's application? And how do you think she's going to get 
out of her van on the joke of a wage places like McDonalds are 
paying? 
 
Best remember, we are ALL one step away from the same 
situation.There is nobady who is immune to this trend. It will only 
take one twist of fate and it could be you they write the next article 
about. 
* 
Dave_Mowers 
 Yeah 99% of the country in the same boat, clearly our Congress 
does not have the majority's interests at heart. Time to seize all the 

 



 

assets of the 1% they didn't earn any of it, they used a rigged legal 
system to steal it from everyone else. 
*  
Debbra Heckmangatewooddavis 
To the point, thankyou.  A major component to the formula is 'a 
rigged legal system'.  Are there lawyers enmass who can represent 
99%.  I'm sure it will pay well and evidence is of a great many - no 
man can number.  Crime perhaps somewhere in the arena of 
'crimes against humanity' fit well.... 
* 
Facingreality 
 It is not Congress that is the problem but the people that put 
Congress in place. No Congressperson has ever walked into 
Congress without We The People putting them there. When we 
recognize that the problem is the voting system and then go about 
correcting that problem we will win. See once we put people in 
office then they enact laws that protect their better interest, like 
taking away the right to vote of  felons and the homeless w/o 
addresses. Then of course there are those who just neglect to vote 
altogether. I wonder if many of the people who are in dire 
predicaments ever involved themselves in the political system. 
How many of them spent their money in supporting the same 
churches whose lots they now sleep in but won't give them a hand-
up. How much of their hard-earned dollars went to support rich 
entertainers who flaunt that same monies on wasteful spending and 
not a dime in charitable causes. No my friend, the problem isn't 
Congress but the people who elect Congress. 
* 
Parismtn 
Re: GE 
several years ago GE sold over 3 billion dollars of power 
generation equipment to China in just one transaction. I know 
because I we on the team. 
Maybe this is payback? 
* 

 



 

oaksavanna 
I think I bought plants from her place once or twice! I feel so bad 
for her. 
* 
James Hendrixs 
Its as if we live in two different worlds. Those with, and those 
without! And with walls around their communities, those with, 
want to keep it that way.  
 
The problem is political. Its caused by the favoritism shown to 
corporate and moneyed elites in return for unlimited campaign 
cash! If the repubs pull it off this time, the democrats will never get 
back in power! 
* 
Faithinthedark 
A wonderful well written article that gives a glimpse into what 
many may have had to experience but may not always choose to 
share.  My heart and prayers go out to everyone who has had the 
wind knocked out of them but found ways to keep going even in 
the face of what many times may have felt like despair.  Keep 
pushing, keep shining and believing and keep your faith....for one 
day this too shall pass........ 
* 
George Schmitt 
I am a retired school teacher and musician. I have one daughter 
and have been married to my high school sweetheart for 49 years. I 
like to travel,listen to jazz,fish,and read politial articles in the web.  
Crummy bastard republicans! 
* 
Karismata 
Just keep believing and seeking, and praying as we are not 
forsaken as others are. The hard times help the mind and the body. 
 
 I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the 
righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging their bread.  Psalm 37:25 

 



 

* 
Msetterholm 
Great Article!! 
Lived in my VW van for months in CA when I had zip. I kept it 
from family, friends, and my work. I would vouch for the accuracy 
of this story, absolutely.  Will comment on a few mind shifts you 
missed, though:  I learned that time changed - Lord the days 
seemed longer when I was homeless! Lots of reading time when 
there is no TV or distracting tech. Also - we can recognize who we 
are just about anywhere - the new homeless. others miss it. Finally, 
the urgency to be somewhere else (as in I-gotta-get-going-home-
now) is released. Home became wherever I was, so in some way 
there was no longer a displacement. I had nowhere to go but up 
after that awareness.  Now in an Ivy league grad program at HDS, 
loading up on debt but they are generous with scholarships, thank 
God!  
* 
Friend 
I have known Janis for nearly twenty years... she is not a slacker... 
has an excellent work ethic and had the courage to run her own 
successful business for many years. Success meaning she had the 
ability to feed, clothe and house herself. Millions of Americans live 
hand-to-mouth, working steadily for basic necessities. Where 
would you be without income for a two year period?  Thank you 
Jeff Tietz and Rolling Stone for this heartbreaking wake-up call.  
Let us all stop the judgement and begin to offer possible solutions 
to our current state of decline. 
* 
Karismata 
 I just saw job postings at Johnnys Seed web site, but it's in Maine. 
I wonder if they could use her help there? 
* 
Ge 
If they agreed to hire Janis on a permanent contract or at least 
something solid, I'd happily chip in for a plane ticket. 

 



 

* 
Kay Howe 
I was shocked to read this story about my friend, whom I haven't 
seen in 15 or so years. Janis worked so hard to build her nursery 
and she is such a good person. The current state of the world 
reflects our lack of compassion and generosity. If we can embrace, 
as a global society, those stellar virtues, we can turn this spaceship 
around. Meanness makes for tiny, shriveled hearts.  
* 
Mom 
 Well said @Kay. Glad to hear from a kind person on this thread. 
*           
vinnie 
I started seeing this type of economic struggle while driving across 
country in 2009. Lots of folks sleeping in vans at rest stops 
(especially Michigan.) I go to wondering what happened to 
rooming houses. Back in the days, before the *golden age of 
capitalism* (1950s) people used to share a lot. The family was an 
important unit. It seems that little by little the state replaced the 
family. If there are so many people facing homelessness, why has 
the market not responded with cheaper shelter? A big house can be 
converted into a rooming house, providing clean, safe 
accomodations, with a social network. Sharing meals!  (I suspect 
that a town like Santa barbara has by-laws restricting how many 
people can live in a house)  I just don't understand how people get 
to where they have no worthwhile connections. The woman in this 
story went to Santa Barbara to land on her feet?? Are you joking? 
Santa Barbara is bucks-up, and full of petty by-laws. Housing is 
extremely expensive. 
The organic thing is to allow the market to adjust. Most Left-
leaning Americans would have said we were too materialistic, too 
into our cars, too... WE HAVE MORE THAN ANYONE ELSE IN 
THE WORLD. The economy is hot-rodded to make the stock 
market ka-ching. You can blame dem/repub, but I think we are 
seeing the hull start to split open on the whole monetary system. I 

 



 

hope for the best to everyone out there. It's good time to get back 
to neighborliness. If you haven't checked in with family in awhile, 
now may be a good time. 
* 
Mom 
Vinnie - I have been wondering the same thing myself. I know 
people living alone in 3-4 BR homes waiting for foreclosure 
instead of renting rooms. 
* 
Mark Rapsawich 
cant remember the last time i read an article to its end. i feel 
incredibly grateful for what i have. 
* 
Stephanie Beckman 
The people who run this country - politicians and corporate leaders 
- should read more history. The French Revolution was not begun 
by the poorest citizens. The poor didn't lose anything, they didn't 
have anything to lose. The Revolution started when the middle 
class lost what they had.  
* 
Rachel1787 
Heartbreaking 
* 
Dennishartnett 
The richest country on Earth. Pathetic. 
* 
Offside 
Richest country on earth? Gimme a break. You've lost your soul, 
your money and your heart. You're a fractured cartoon of your 
former self. 
*  
doch 
You have to be a shill for the Republicans the code words you use 
are right up their alley. I to spent time in the corps 9 years and 
retired as a law officer. One of the things I learned was that life is 

 



 

not fair if it were you would be living in your car to teach you a 
little humility 
* 
Swiftright Right 
You know what's sad? 
I was looking in to the possibility of doing some missionary 
healthcare work and was speaking with a local minister about the 
high cost of volunteering to work over seas ($3000-8000 initial pay 
out + months of lost wages) Long story short he told me that while 
I was welcome to try to raise money to go to Africa what they 
REALLY need were nurses willing to go to Flint and Saginaw 
Michigan. Apparently the State gov in Mi loves to bulldoze the 
shanty towns that are popping up across the state and Church 
groups are fearful of a fricken humanitarian disaster come winter 
when thousands of Americans are left hungry homeless  and 
jobless in the cold Michigan winter. 
* 
Mom 
 That is horrible. These are Americans. Did our parents fight in 
WW2 so that this could happen here? 
* 
Lily767 
I'm in the middle between KD and sympathy. I was downsized too 
and had no savings.  I found a room for $300. I lost my car.  
Applied for every job on earth online til one hired me - doing 
overnight janitorial work.  That meant riding my bicycle miles to 
the bus stop to get to work. I sold everything...I certainly did not 
have unnecessary sporting equipment sitting there.  I didn't buy 
anything at Whole Paychex. You buy food at the dollar store 
ONLY.  You do not buy anything at CVS, are you nuts? Same stuff 
is at the dollar store.  The dollar store is it.   I have a graduate 
degree.  I mopped floors and did laundry for six months.  Managed 
to buy a running car for $500 cash - felt like the happiest day of 
my life.   Then I got an offer for another "real" job and today I am 
back with a lovely office and a high salary and a house.  So yes, 

 



 

hitting bottom can happen to anyone in this economy, but you have 
to kick yourself in the ass, do whatever it takes to find any kind of 
work at all and keep trying to get a "real" job again until you do.   I 
can't cry much for you when I hear that you got a $4 burrito at 
Whole Foods instead of four burritos for that at the dollar store. 
You have to use SOME common sense.  I can say it because I have 
definitely BEEN THERE.  Signed, another white woman over 35 
with no kids. 
* 
Little Old Lady 
 Lily767, good for you.  Yours is certainly one model that a person 
could follow and in your case it worked.  But another equally valid 
model is to take extremely good care of oneself because probably 
illness is not something that one can afford. If that means 
continuing to make healthy food a priority and avoid the poison 
garbage that is available at the dollar store, then so be it.  Health is 
extremely important.  The food at Whole Foods is expensive, 
maybe more so than it needs to be, but at least it is 
food/nourishment as opposed to something that just fills your belly 
but contains bad chemicals and who knows what else.  No one who 
is homeless knows how long that period will last.  If it is going to 
just be a month -- then sure, go for that dollar store food.  But if it 
is six months or more, especially if you are past a certain age, then 
it WILL take a toll on your health.  
* 
Scherffius 
If Wal-Mart doesn't stop buying Chinese, and start buying 
American, then the whole Country will become homeless.  Wal-
Mart took away all the American jobs, then expect Americans to 
buy their stuff. 
* 
Lisabug2007 
Your right I was told the other day they have laid off the trash 
workers in nc and now use machines to pick up trash cans so sad 
all those workers lost there jobs to.VOTE OBAMA OUT!!! 

 



 

* 
*   
Liz Gilbert 
One model that we're thinking of doing with young (and old) 
people here: http://www.oneworldeverybodyea...  There are a lot of 
empty commercial spaces including many turn key restaurants. 
Empty. For years now. The desert is home to many of the 
wealthiest in the country, but there is no support. Check out the 
great organization here : http://www.hiddenharvest.org/   They 
often discuss the lack of support from the wealthiest among us. Are 
you willing to go out into the fields and pick as a 
farmworker(LEGAL), and not even have the basic overtime 
benefits that all else do?   Connected to this notion of pay as you 
can community restaurant, a HackerSpace with shared tools , 
knowledge and so forth.  Pandera Breads is successfully doing the 
pay what you can model and Forage San Francisco is a cutting 
edge model as well. It ensures that those foraging for food, get 
work and good meals AND , most important, a sense of 
community and shared experience. 
* 
Peter Henry 
Meanwhile, the h-1b slave visa is bringing in foreign workers at 
the fastest clip in a couple of years. You see, corporations love this 
visa because it allows them to hire foreign workers instead of 
Americans and pay them a lot less. Meanwhile, both the 
Democrats and Republicans want to increase the number of slaves 
brought in because that is what the lobbyists tell them to do. Yes, 
it's a big mystery why the middle class is disappearing. 
* 
Mom 
 I HAVE seen busloads of Indian Nationals in suits being unloaded 
at local hotels - the Hartford CT area - and wondered at how 
strange that seemed. You may be on to something. 
* 
Pidaman 

 



 

Same ol 'why don't she just get a job'... Here's a challenge ---- quit 
your job and start looking ( no cheating ! Getting another before 
you quit )...What did you say ?? No you won't because it's horrible 
out there....Wow, imagine that....Lastly, why don't you help her find 
a job ---- if not, keep your yap shut... 
* 
Liz Gilbert 
 Thank you too! Before taking a bunch of homeless kids camping 
right now ( 7-16 y.o.) on our own starving artist dime, I wanted to 
say here: Heaven help you if you get sick. You are more likely to 
have health problems as you get older too. This, so far, has not 
been mentioned as far as I c an see. A lot of the talk here sounds 
like Victorian England. Oh yes, we do have debtor prison once 
again...forgot about that. So, it's ok to bail out the banks, but a 
credit card debtor, goes to jail in some states. Somewhere, oh 
around post 9-11, I recall someone saying "Go SHOPPING.""  In 
the words of Leonard Cohen , "I know I said I'd meet you, meet 
you at the store, but I can't buy that baby, I can't buy that 
anymore.... May the lights in the land of plenty, shine on the truth 
some day... 
* 
Liz Gilbert 
When I get really down, I try to look at a worse-case scenario, like 
the 
pictures of the Haiti earthquake. I go, 'What could I do to help?'  
Things like that drive me forward.  
*  
Guest 
She is a white woman over 35 with no kids. The trifecta of 
unemployment. The illegals automatically get welfare and so do 
their family members. Any work on top of that is just gravy. The 
hispanics get the service worker jobs since being a native Spanish 
speaker is a requirement. If a man is in a position to hire, they 
won't hire women over about 27 who have extra weight on them. It 
is about the visual appeal FOR THEM and not about the job 

 



 

requirements. Women don't get equal pay either. She will probably 
never work again. 
* 
Mom 
 I know so many women over age 50 who got divorced after losing 
their jobs and now have absolutely nothing. They sit in their old 
houses unable pay the mortgage until they finally get foreclosed. 
One is even stripping the copper piping out of her 4 BR suburban 
home to buy food. I would like to figure out a program to put these 
women together as roommates. Has anyone heard of any other 
programs like that? 
* 
enkelin 
No but that is a great idea.  In the old days they widows and older 
single women used to run "Boarding Houses" in their homes to 
make ends meet. 
* 
Hiltoncaldwell 
 I just love this line of "thinking": 
 
1.  Men are greedy 
2.  Women make 30% less than men 
3.  Greedy men would prefer to hire a man at a 30% premium to a 
woman 
 
You can't be born that stupid - you've got to strive for it. 
* 
enkelin 
Men will always want to hire other men, they really dont like 
employing women or being around them in the work place.  Even 
if it costs them more.  I know I worked in a 95% male workplace 
for 33 years. they would rather cut off their nose than work with 
women. 
* 
Jl 

 



 

And yet people still hired in this way. Women make less. Men are 
hired more. People are greedy. Stupid thinking or not, it's what 
actually happens. Greediness doesn't always coincide with good 
sense. 
* 
Mcpaddywack 
are you naive or stupid or both? 
* 
KD 
Oh now, let's not bring illegals into this.  Obama Nation loves their 
illegals, regardless of whether or not they have the jobs that the 
people in this article COULD have.  
 
I can not believe you brought up the notion of illegals in all of this 
self pity talk.  
* 
Shearl Ray 
don't know if you were trying t be funny or sarcastic--- but you just 
sound like a jerk! 
* 
Thundercloud 
Is there something in the water that has made us all so selfish and 
heartless to let this happen to each other!? 
* 
doch 
 Ya its called the Republican party 
* 
KD 
It's about the time we started caring more about whether gays 
should be allowed to get married than about the economy 
destroying people.  I believe that was about 2008.  
* 
Shearl Ray 
say what? Maybe you can only think of one thing t a time- buy 
most of us are quite capable of being concerned about all of the 

 



 

many troubles out country faces. 
* 
Kevin J. 
"Sharp Sudden Decline of the middle class". The articles title 
would have you believe that the middle class as a whole is in peril, 
pandering to the thought that the US will only have rich people and 
poor people in short order. Make me a beleiver, what are the 
statistics? 
*  
Jeff2657 
Add on to comments below the devaluation of the dollar thanks to 
bailouts to the already rich (a hidden tax and the stealing of the 
middle classes wealth).   If you do just a little digging you will be a 
believer and you will see exactly why and who the players are.  
You won't hear about it on the news though.  
* 
enkelin 
Actually the dollar has been up over many curriencies for a long 
time, one reason why we have such a huge trade deficit with china.  
If the dollar were much lower, the debts would be easier to pay and 
our manufactuing base would expand greatly because our goods 
would be cheaper to other countries.  You never studied economics 
I suppose. 
* 
Kmax62 
2008 total household income - 169,000$ , '09 income -80,000 , '10 
income - 50,000 , '11 - under 40,000$ and 2012 is looking like just 
under 20,000 . And every union construction worker has taken that 
fall , hell so have RAT Mexicans   
* 
kw6238b 
David Ruccio, an economist professor, posted a chart recently that 
shows pretty graphically how income has stagnated, in what we 
call the Middle Class on down. The number of people classified by 
government statistics as being in poverty is up. It's a gradual sifting 

 



 

down that you don't see visually in every part of the country, but it 
has been showing up in statistics. 
 
It's like Jorge says below. On thing that disguises it is that, as the 
chart shows, income can be said to be up, but that's the average 
income. It's not distributed equally. 
* 
Jorge Emilio Emrys Landivar 
It really depends on what state you are in.   The suck is very 
localized in a small number of states.  Some states (like Texas, 
Nebraska, North Dakota) are doing very well. 
* 
Shearl Ray 
Texas may "be doing well"-- but her citizens are not. 
 Percent % uninsured, lousy schooling, %  in low wage jobs--- 
thses statsd count! 
 * 
Sherman 
Something sounds odd about this story. I mean, can't these people 
find jobs at McDonald's or Starbucks or Whole Foods? 
 
Back in the early 1990s the economy was also lousy. I lost my job 
and was unemployed for several months. I eventually found 
another job in my field but it was at a small company and I took a 
huge pay cut. I stayed there a couple of years, got some experience 
and consistency on my resume and moved onto bigger and better 
things. 
 
Granted, the economy is bad but I bet most of the people profiled 
in this article have other serious issues that prevent them from 
getting their act together. 
* 
Julianne Fraser 
Why would McDonald's etc want to hire the overqualified when 
they have hundreds, even thousands of applicants for whom the job 

 



 

is a step up, not many steps down?  They want people who are 
going to hang around and justify what the corporate model claims 
training costs them.  The corporate model says they need people 
who want to "grow with the team," not people who may be smart, 
quick, honest, and exemplary but will be off to a better job as soon 
as one appears.  Sure, a small local business owner might look at 
one of these folks and say hey, s/he will be an asset even if only for 
six months or a year, but the global corps who put most of our 
small local businesses OUT of business don't hire that way. 
* 
enkelin 
Yeah, Like janis is a 56 year old white woman with no kids.  DUH!  
Ever think much. 
 
* 
Jl 
 So, when you read the story, you missed the part where she has a 
tiny, low-paying job that she got after much searching. And you 
missed the part where she lost out on jobs when she had to disclose 
her homelessness. And you simply missed the part where she was 
looking, very hard, for jobs. 
 
You missed it all because of your own incorrect expectations of 
"all it takes is hard work."  In an economy where one REI job has 
200 applicants, it's not about hard work; it's about luck. Also, I'm 
going to guess you're male. Right? So, you don't have the same 
economic hardships to face as someone who is a female. As well, 
in the 90s, the economy wasn't nearly in the shape that it has been 
in for the last 5 years, thanks to Junior and a slew of economic 
mistakes made, including deregulation and tax cuts to the rich, 
since Reagan. 
 
Frankly, I've come to believe that people like you, who want to 
believe there must be other problems, are afraid. It has to be the 
fault of the person living in his or her car. Or, it could happen to 

 



 

any of us. Since the answer is that it could happen to any of us, I 
guess it must be your fear holding you back from being 
compassionate and understanding that, as a nation, we need to 
change our policies. 
* 
Sherman 
I caught the part where she said she was "looking for jobs."  
 
My point is that sometimes you have to settle for something less 
than what you want. I did, and I eventually used this job as a 
stepping stone to a better job. 
* 
enkelin 
Did you also catch the part towards the end of the article where it 
said she got part time employment at a nursery, although it was 
most likely temporary. 
* 
Shearl Ray 
she was willing to "settle"-- did not get any job! Why do you insist 
on putting the blame on this woman? Afraid that if she did not 
cause her plight-- you could end up sharing it? 
* 
Sherman 
I'm too busy working to be concerned about sharing her plight. 
* 
enkelin 
Working never kept anyone from being concrened about others.  I 
used to work 70 hours a week, but still had time to volunteer to 
teach reading to adults at the local library.  At least be honest and 
admit you dont give a crap about anyone but yourself.  
* 
KD 
Watch out...be careful with that kind of job comment, this crowd 
does not like solutions.  I just got ripped apart for saying 
something similar.  

 



 

* 
Lily767 
 Sorry but the reality is this - those jobs don't want to HIRE YOU 
if you have had a professional or managerial job and a college or 
higher education. They think you will resist authority, won't want 
to get your hands dirty.  I didn't believe it either til I experienced it 
myself.  I finally did get a menial job but it took me months to get 
it.  Six months later an old business connection hired me off of 
Facebook. I went from mopping back to a fantastic office and a 
high salary. It does happen. 
* 
neverlast 
All the bantering aside, KD, I don't pretend to have solutions to the 
predicaments so many find themselves in so often.  Economic 
winds blow suddenly and unforeseen sometimes, and while civic 
planning and national beliefs are heading in one direction, the 
effects of a paradigm shift in job opportunities leaves multitudes in 
the dust.  It's happened repeatedly throughout history.  Their 
misery is real and hard to ignore, and even harder to alleviate. And 
I, for one, feel lucky to be only one step ahead of the tsunami so 
far. But one never knows....... 
* 
Salisbury 
No, they often can't find jobs even at Starbucks or Whole Foods.  It 
is not the same economy it was even five years ago.  I'm a 
businessman myself but I know that in many fields there are 
hundreds of applicants for one job.  It;s tempting to think todays 
unemployed are simply feckless losers - but many are capable, 
employable and desperate.  The 1990's were a picnic compared to 
today's market.   
* 
Mom 
 Well said @Salisbury. "Boomers" have never encountered an 
economy like this one. Since I entered the workforce in 1980 I 
changed jobs whenever and however I felt like it - with great 

 



 

success. After starting my own biz in 2005 I soon realized that I 
had done the right thing because so many of my peers became long 
term unemployed and worse. 
* 
ausscyn 
This is probably very naive, but I've often wondered if one could 
get by housesitting for people? I have to pay a lot to be able to get 
away & have someone stay in my home & take care of my pets. 
Yes, I know, there's the trust issue, but if I was homeless, I'd go 
door to door asking for odd jobs, perhaps sweeping driveways 
w/out asking first & then seeing if the resident would give me the 
odd buck for cleaning w/out being asked. I know if someone did 
that for me, on their own initiative, that would count for a lot. If a 
church could vouch for someone's honesty, I'd be glad to have 
them house sit. Everyone needs a house sitter. Just sayin... As far 
as food, I can eat a whole meal just on Costco's samples, & it's 
easy to shop lift in grocery stores. 
* 
ausscyn 
I have let MANY people housesit for me whom I barely knew. I 
had to take a chance. Your BEST friend can steal from you. It 
happens all the time. Plus, a church could screen these people. 
Other than that, there are plenty of abandoned homes to squat in. 
I'm not saying that's a good thing, I'm just saying that's an option. 
* 
Bonnie 
I don't think most people would be inclined to employ a homeless 
person, a total stranger and desperate to come into thier homes 
while they are away.  You don't know anything about these people 
except that they are homeless and without resources.  Many of the 
situations that put these people on the street are tragic and even 
unavoidable.  But hungry and desperate can change one's 
otherwise good morals and will  learn to do whatever it takes to 
survive.  I would hate to come home and find my most prized 
possessions missing. 

 



 

* 
KD 
I believe what you are talking about is called "entrepreneurship."  
That is this weird notion that people can be the power behind a 
recovery instead of the government "extending unemployment 
benefits, adding job retraining, halting foreclosures,  providing 
assistance with student debt, fully funding food stamps programs, 
and strengthening Section 8 housing" as someone else said.  Just 
be careful if you are a Democrat because you are bad one and they 
are going to kick you out for thinking of ways to take care of 
yourself.  
* 
ausscyn 
Two words:  Ron Paul!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
Please come to Tampa at the end of August & help nominate RON 
PAUL!!!!!!!!! 
* 
jaylbee 
Here's Ron Paul's opinion on finding yourself in a bad situation. 
Basically you are S.O.L.  
 
From an interview with Wolf Blitzer: 
 
Blitzer: “A healthy, 30-year-old young man has a good job, makes 
a good living, but decides: You know what? I'm not going to spend 
200 or 300 dollars a month for health insurance, because I'm 
healthy; I don't need it.But you know, something terrible happens; 
all of a sudden, he needs it. Who's going to pay for it, if he goes 
into a coma, for example? Who pays for that?" 
 
Ron Paul: “In a society that you accept welfarism and socialism, he 
expects the government to take care of him.”  
 
Blitzer asked what Paul would prefer to having government deal 
with the sick man. 

 



 

 
Ron Paul: “What he should do is whatever he wants to do, and 
assume responsibility for himself.  My advice to him would have a 
major medical policy, but not before —" 
 
Blitzer: “But he doesn't have that. He doesn't have it and he's — 
and he needs — he needs intensive care for six months. Who 
pays?” 
 
Ron Paul: “That's what freedom is all about: taking your own 
risks.” 
(The link I referenced is http://articles.latimes.com/20... 
* 
ausscyn 
Thanks for posting a small soundbite on a HUGE problem. Ron 
Paul is absolutely right about freedom & risks. You sound like the 
gov't should pay for your car, your house, your college, your car 
insurance, you vacation, etc. Doesn't EVERYONE deserve those 
things? 
* 
Anthony Brown 
What's wrong with that?  I agree whole heartedly.  But you are 
brainwashed to think that nobody is going to pay.  The guy is going 
to get a bill for his hospital stay, and he is going to be the one to 
pay, either out of pocket, or in bankruptcy.  Plain and simple.  
What you should be asking is that why is it so expensive to have 
health insurance.  It's supposed to be insurance, as a last resort, not 
something that you can use to see a doctor for the sniffles.  But in 
our society, since people are actually shielded from the costs by the 
insurance company, people think that it's free. 
* 
Deborah 
Don't worry, ObamaCare can now help us all deal with the stress 
and poverty-induced illnesses that we'll be getting now that we're 
poor. 

 



 

* 
General Wrath 
Revolution, anything less is sickening. 
* 
Bilosopher 
Modern day Grapes of Wrath. 
* 
KD 
Except in this version the homeless still shop at Whole Foods.  
* 
Teresa Ellsworth 
Wow what a bitch that KD is I got mine and screw you. She is 
young and that is why she can get a job again. Don't be a mean 
shit, that is how this country got here in the first place. Meqan 
mean mean! 
* 
drthrill 
Riveting reporting.  This exposes, in the words of Chris Hedges, 
the cold callous heart of capitalism American style.  Sad because 
so much of this pain was unnecessary.  Congress could have 
extended unemployment benefits, added job retraining, halted 
foreclosures,  provided assistance with student debt, fully funded 
food stamps programs, and strengthened Section 8 housing.    
Instead they sent this money to Wall Street and to the banks.  
Should be clear that this a country of the corporations and by the 
corporations. 
* 
Anthony Brown 
This has nothing to do with capitalism.  This has to do with the fact 
theat the gunvernment has taken on so many roles, spends so much 
money on stuff that it is not supposed to, that it can't have a decent 
safety net. 
* 
Sean Taylor5 
It doesn't really matter who or what cause this at this point..we 

 



 

have to work together to pick up the pieces as citizens, knowing 
the goverment will not help. Find someone and help. 
* 
Jckgbsn 
We all used to laugh at Chris Farley's sketch about the homeless 
motivational speaker "living in a van down by the river". It is 
depressing that now that it is a reality for too many people, and our 
politicians can not agree about how to dig our way out of the hole. 
Corporations are just bad citizens - they exploit their workers, 
eliminate their jobs and blame the people on food stamps for their 
sloth.  An unfair tax structure and fighting wars of attrition in Asia 
have destroyed the American Dream - people are waking up to the 
reality that in the new America - if you are fortunate enough to 
have a job, it is likely to be a low wage shit job with no benefits 
and no future. Thank you, George Bush. 
*  
Mooseluvspumpkin 
Janis....please contact me.   Would you be willing to move to NY?   
I sent an email to Jeff Tietz to get in contact with you. If you know 
someone living in their car, buy them some groceries, pack them a 
meal, check up on them, offer to wash their clothes, give them an 
interview oufit.  Miss Banks 
* 
Liz Gilbert 
 Right on! we are close to her and have a friend in Santa Barbara 
who is away, but when she gets back is hoping to track Janis down 
and get her on the phone with me AND give her gas money to get 
here. She obviously has vast experience with native plants and 
there are several things she could get involved with here (desert 
area)...  You are beautiful, and I'll just bet, that you don't have a lot 
either. Neither do we....we are moments away from this scenario.  
The comments on this are generally making me literally SICK... 
She is an older woman and it is extremely hard for older women to 
get work, particularly if their background is entrepreneurial. I 
know this for a fact as I live it.  http://facebook.com/chordata.d... 

 



 

Bless your heart! 
* 
Mom 
 Liz - I called Nancy Kapp from the article at the Safe Parking 
Program. She can get Janis for you. 805-284-3463. I called about 
sending her money. Thanks for helping a stranger! God bless. 
* 
KD 
You know what's SICK?  Cleaning the grease traps out at Golden 
Corral.  But it pays the bills until better things come along.  Just 
sayin'.  
* 
Mom 
 Sick is that you don't have ANYTHING better to do KD than troll 
a bunch of people who want to help others. 
* 
Salisbury 
Is there one near her hiring?  
* 
Dara J. Owen, ㋡ ㋡ ㋡ 
fine article. that's great writing.   
* 
dhk 
I cried when I read this.  It painted a vivid image of the humiliation 
and frustration these people feel, and their tremendous courage. A 
great article, thank you. 
* 
TyrantInShorts 
Its scary because there is a cliff that one can fall off of out here, 
and then it can be more or less impossible to climb back. Its scarier 
because this can happen to anyone in the middle class regardless of 
whether they were doing a low paid job, high paid job, small 
business, whatever, and regardless of how fiscally conservative 
they were in life. A fate that was the preserve of an unfortunate few 
is now a real danger for an overwhelming majority of people in 

 



 

this country. And a lot of people don't get that the reason is 
unbridled capitalism. 
* 
Liz Gilbert 
 Absolutely true. Thank you. 
* 
KD 
I don't entirely understand all this.  I live just south of Santa 
Barbara in a much cheaper town called Santa Paula.  The Von's 
(grocery store out here) is hiring.  You can get a pretty decent 
apartment in SP for $900; you can rent a room for less.  If you 
clear even $9 an hour you can live here and you can find a job here 
for $11 to $14.  I don't get it.   Yes, this does mean there has been a 
"sharp decline for the middle class" but I am not sure why 
everyone is living in their cars.  Stop teaching the yoga no one 
needs and bag groceries.  
* 
Liz Gilbert 
 Are you an older woman? I have a friend in the desert, who lost 
everything through a nasty divorce (a co-owned business she 
helped build over 30 years among other things).... She works at 
Von's in the desert (which is cheaper than Santa Barbara) for $8 an 
hour gross. Take home is a different story. She barely makes it. She 
makes it with the help of friends. The article shows that Janis 
applied ceaselessly for work in the beginning. I guess she went 
back to her hometown of Santa Barbara because she couldn't think 
where else to go. What she went through may well have caused a 
breakdown....it sounds like she is trying the best she can to put her 
own broken pieces together. It really is much harder for older 
women in this culture. Until you're really there, you don't know 
what you're talking about. 
* 
KD 
Yeah, $8 an hour would suck.  McDonald's pay's waaaaay better 
than that and they are always hiring. 

 



 

* 
Guest 
You can't work at McDonald's unless you are bilingual. You can't 
work there if you have any ethics about meat either. I know the 
manager of a local Albertson's and she says they stopped giving 
benefits in 1991 and have no full-time employees except for ONE 
old cranky guy that has been there since the 80's. Even as the 
STORE MANAGER she gets no benefits and is not full time! The 
days of $14 and hr are long gone too, most make about minimum. 
Working every hour they give you won't cover your rent, and 
transportation costs to even get back and forth. 
* 
KD 
Well there it is.  You can't work there if you aren't bilingual 
(because we allow this for some reason since we have to accept 
everything and love everyone) and of course you can't work there 
if you have ethics about meat (which is about the most bratty, 
pampered thing I have ever heard).  We just went through a 
recession and yet people still want to fill up their C-Class and eat 
vegan and take yoga.  Why not live closer to work and ride a bike?  
Eat a cheeseburger, it's cheap and willnot kill you.  When are we 
going to realize that things have changed and if you can only make 
$10 an hour then you may just have to walk to work, eat like the 
rest of the world, quit yoga and live like we used to do before we 
became so damn pampered.    
*  
Gregory Dittman 
I agree on Santa Barbara being expensive.  There is just no way a 
person can recover in that city or make a start of it.  I remember the 
story of the homeless guys making $60,000+ a year in Silicon 
valley during the tech boom of the 1990s.  Even though they had 
all this money, the only way they could work there was to live on 
the street or commute for hours everyday.  The price of housing 
was just too much for them. 
* 

 



 

KD 
Homeless in Santa Barbara just seems really, really weird.  Who in 
the hell could afford to live in Santa Barbara?  Plus shop at Whole 
Foods for that matter.  
* 
Nick 
Get real.  Getting into an apartment or room isn't just coming up 
with $900 a month.  There security deposits, bills, utilities, etc, not 
to mention credit checks which are already a problem for anyone 
with a foreclosed home.   This is all Nobody is going to easily do 
that bagging groceries.  This is all pretty obvious to anyone who 
has ventured outside of Santa Paula, dude.  Of course your inane 
yoga comment clearly shows you'd rather buy into stereotypes than 
understand the situation for what it truly is.  
* 
KD 
Deposit, whassat?  
 
Sorry, after my foreclosure and hard times I happened to be just 
fine since I kept working hard.  Now I am in a management 
position and completely back on my feet.  How was Occupy 
Wallstreet?      
* 
Canadian Physicict. 
Did you read the article? Because it sure sounds like you didn't. It 
explains how these people ended up in this circumstance. 
 
You're a manager? I feel sorry for whoever is under you becaue 
they are being managed by a complete imbicile. 
* 
KD 
Actually they really like working for me.  I really make this place a 
fun place to work, since I want to enjoy my day also.  Thanks.  
* 
Laferufo 

 



 

You Lie! 
* 
KD 
I'm serious as a heartattack.  I'm much more laid back than ever 
and really want everyone to enjoy their day.  
* 
Muselhed 
KD, as you can see most of these comments want to put you down, 
I agree with you all the way. When life hits you, you have a choice, 
lay down and give up or dig in and fight back. I like you, went 
through the very same experience. I am not making the six figures 
I used too but I am back on the trail. I am not saying that 
everybodys situation is the same, but you did not let bad times 
keep you down Semper Fi and god bless 
* 
KD 
I think we all just need to stop being so pampered and get that "we 
just went through a recession" menatlity and things are not going 
to be the way they use to.  We can not take yoga and eat vegan 
anymore, simple as that.  
* 
TheDrakenKorin 
Yes, your individual anecdotal - and lucky - case certainly 
represents the whole of human experience out there.  Ignorant 
scum.  
*  
KD 
Why am I scum?  I lost my job, foreclosed on my house but found 
another job very quickly and kept it all together.  Sorry that offends 
you for some reason.  
 
But man, I sure am lucky.  By working hard...but lucky, I guess.  
* 
Zeltt 
You don't guess. You're lucky, full stop. Everyone with a job is 

 



 

lucky, hard work or not. You on the other way seem to be way 
more arrogant than the average :\ 
* 
KD 
Luck.  The guy that hired me said he apprciated my Iraq service.  
So what you are saying is that I "luckily" loved my country so 
much that I "luckily" joined the Marines and I "luckily" got sent to 
a war and upon coming home I "luckily" got to foreclose on my 
house?  You really don't seem to understand the difference between 
luck and truly and utterly working hard.  
* 
enkelin 
Vets got hiring preference where I worked, I wouldnt call that luck, 
it is called preferential treatment.  You werent drafted, you joined, 
you chose to go into the military where you knew you could be 
sent to a war zone.  That is not luck or hard work, you offered 
yourself and was chosen.  Believe me you dont work any harder 
than anyone else.  You just think you do. 
* 
neverlast 
well aren't you special. 
* 
Deborah 
quit beating up on this guy, people. Just because he didn't go all the 
way to homeless shouldn't make him your target. 
* 
KD 
I'm not special at all.  While you were "Occupying Wallstreet" I 
was busy working because no one owes me anything.  I did 
nothing special whatsoever.  
* 
Julianne Fraser 
Most of the folks at Occupy were not the young hard core in the 
tents;  most visited for a short time to join the protest.  I went when 
I had a free day from work, and I marched with teachers, firemen, 

 



 

laborers, secretaries, librarians, all working.  We also met people 
who had worked for 20, 30, 40 years and were now unable to find 
any kind of job.  Luck plays a part in everything. 
* 
Dido 
None of these people were occupying Wall Street. None of these 
people said a single thing to blame Wall Street or anyone for their 
woes. Don't fool yourself into thinking that only hard work pulled 
you through. You were fortunate to be in a place where you could 
find another job fast enough to get back on your feet. Where these 
people were, their fortunes weren't so good. So stop looking down 
on these people for literally being less fortunate than you.  
* 
neverlast 
What kills me about you and others like you that I know is the 
arrogance and self righteousness that you so embody.  You are, no 
doubt, a hard worker and thus far an employed achiever.  Congrats 
on that.  So many of you think you are your God's gift to be held 
up as the success you so deserve to be.  And to those who also 
worked hard, often finding themselves falling through those 
cracks, you scorn and hold yourself above.  Get some humility.  
You are a lucky worker, still making money in a world that has 
sucked that away from millions.  I still work, but I know that 
much. 
* 
vinnie 
Arrogance and self-righteousness? I did not detect that in KD's 
post. He's making a good point. A lot of people are doing jobs they 
don't love (such as myself.) THAT is humility.  
America's great wealth appears now to have been a chimera. There 
is no there there. California especially has mountains of arrogant 
people, they spend too much on their cars, and their look. I saw 
this coming.  
* 
K. Clark 

 



 

I agree. Everytime  read an article like this, there's always someone 
in the comments section who has this attitude.  There's air of 
suspicion in their comments, like they don't totally believe the 
person's story--something else had to have happened, like they 
were lazy or a drug addict or a criminal or just want the 
government to take care of them.  
 
While those individuals do exist, why is it so hard to believe that 
there are honest, hard-working people who are at the moment 
homeless? Is it because they fear they could end up the same way, 
even though they worked hard and did all the right things? I mean 
shit, where's the compassion? 
 
These are the same folks who are usually killing themselves 
working three jobs that don't pay squat and think the current 
system's just fine. Like there is some nobility in working your 
fingers to the bone and without even a vague hope of having 
anything to show for it. 
* 
Italianoconfuso 
 So when everyone was busy working against the system that 
destroys each and every one of us, you took money from it? 
BRAVO! That's the spirit that will fix everything, work for myself 
and fuck all the rest of the world. 
* 
dgenci 
KD is right, and was only answering Nick's comment.  Success is 
totally achievable - most people do it if you think about it. 
* 
neverlast 
"Success" is a numbers game in this economy.  There are x amount 
of people, and y amount of jobs.  Where you land is based on a lot 
of things, and luck separates many hard workers and smart people 
into one or the other pile.  Period. 
* 

 



 

Traci Isaacs 
fine article. that's great writing.  
* 
Zazday 
Ok, this is too much to continue reading but I have to say-It must 
be way worse out there than where I live. There are tons of crappy 
jobs here in Maine that would at least pay for a one room 
efficiency apartment. Can't they find a Mcdonalds or waitressing 
job? Does a one room efficiency apartment not exist in California? 
Not quite getting it! As a business owner-I don't have anyone over 
the age of 25 even applying for work or anyone that wants to work 
full time and shows up.  
* 
Salamander99 
A McDonalds near me in Northern California advertised for 20 
jobs.  3,000 people waited in line for 3 days .  And a McDonalds' 
job here definately doesn't even pay for a rented room (and I live in 
a crappy town). 
* 
Zazday 
I guess just like in the past, it's time to head for better lands. She 
needs to get online and apply for jobs in other states!!!! There are 
plenty of homeless shelters here and people and resources to help 
get you on your feet.  
* 
Julianne Fraser 
She left the state where she'd built her business and her life to 
return to where she originally came from (having left there in the 
first place to pursue opportunity) because she had family there.  
You people are a riot.  You should get your stories straight, though- 
one of your fellow bootstrappers is bitching that losers like her 
should find some way to make it where they are, not come to "his" 
state and carpetbag. 
* 
Roger 

 



 

california has the micky d jobs and yard jobs sewed up with 
illegals. our state gives them free housing, food stamps and 
schlarships to our colleges. americans are now second class 
citizens thanks to the communist/democrat party. 
* 
Julianne Fraser 
Yeah, the communist/democrat party and the Republicans who 
worked under the New Deal model did so badly by Americans for 
almost 50 years.  Yet you people are always saying we should go 
back to the morality of the Eisenhower years-  oh, that's right, you 
don't mean a top marginal tax rate of 91% on the rich, union 
protection, and job stability;  you mean blacks in separate schools 
and gays in the closet.  I'd say women in the kitchen, but it was 
Reaganomics that took the OPTION of staying home with the kids 
away from women (and men) who wanted it, even as they gave lip 
service to it through the tiny percentage of Ann Romneys with five 
houses and million-dollar horses. 
* 
Sahra 
Even with working at McDonalds or waitressing you still wouldn't 
be able to make ends meet. You'd be living in a hotel and eating 
kraft dinner. 
 
You should check out the book Nickle & Dimed by Barbara 
Ehrenright. It explains the working homeless. 
* 
Helpvirtual 
 Are we talking Portland or Fort Kent? Crappy is the key word. At 
minimum wage, 40 hours a week, you might be able to pay for a 1 
room apt but you won't have food or a vehicle. And I have to say - 
most of the homeless I've witnessed in Maine are in Portland and 
teen aged. I am not sure where they go when the cold weather 
comes. This article is about a place where the weather is mild 
enough to live "outside" all year around - they most likely get 
refugees from other states. 

 



 

* 
KD 
Your reply made me cry, shake my fist at Mitt Romney all those 
evil corporations that supply all those mean, heartless jobs and it 
also made me hang up a picture of Obama who is going to save all 
of us from said heartless corproations that create all those jobs.  
Thank you for opening my eyes to the reality of the situation.  
* 
Laferufo  in reply to KD 
Look, TROLL.  We get it that you think corporate jobs for India 
are great.  But intelligent people realize that the middle class here 
in America is going to the sheeter because of the greed of the 1%. 
* 
KD 
I don't think corporate jobs "for" India are great, I think it's a 
reality.  Are Ipod's made in China?  Yes.  Does Apple employ a ton 
of people?  Yes.  So get your priorities in order, dood.  
* 
Eric 
Santa Barbara is a good and bad place to be homeless.  The climate 
is good, the tourists are generous, and there's a bunch of devoted 
but not particularly wealthy do gooders to help.  On the down side, 
those same do gooders encourage the scummiest homeless as well 
as the merely unfortunate.  So there's real bums in S.B.  The other 
problem is the city is filled with the 1% and 1% wanna be's.  The 
article is humorous in that respect since most of the middle class 
fled Santa Barbara in the 80's and 90's from a tide of yuppies, 
college kids, and illegal immigrants.  If you even look like you 
sweat working for a living they turn their noses up at you like you.  
And as the article shows, don't ever tell them you're homeless or 
they'll treat you like trash.  It's as close to living in the Jim Crow 
South a white person can ever be (and God help you if you're 
actually black or hispanic).  
*  
Rick Schauer 

 



 

Go tell that to a Swede, Norweigan, Finlander, etc,etc, all are 
laughing their heads off at our idiocy all with economies that are 
strong as they educate their kids for free for the next century, while 
we loot ours for today's profit.  
* 
vinnie 
Scandanavia isn't exactly the American model. I don't know why 
people insist on making comparisons. More accurate comparisons 
with the USA would be Brazil, Russia and Indonesia. That is 
taking into account population and demographics. You wouldn't 
hold up NYC as a comparison with Ashtabula, but instead in 
comparison with Paris or London.  BTW Europe is being looted 
too. They've had hard times before, and they'll have hard times 
again. 
* 
enkelin 
Yup started with Thatcher 
* 
nookly23 
You talk like a good little socialist. You would rather have things 
handed to you without any effort. You are a parasit and have no 
place in this nation. In your mind success is bad, failure is good. 
You should move to a country like Cuba where you can be told 
what to say and think everyday or you should just self abort you 
worthless POS. 
* 
Julianne Fraser 
A socialist just like Eisenhower.  91% top marginal tax rate. 
 * 
Adam M Villarreal 
 You talk like a good little sheep. Did it sound like anybody here 
wasn't hard working? If you studied economics you would know 
that it's imbeciles like you who keep the failed policies of Milton 
Freidman alive. Also, Cuba is one of the nicer countries on Earth 
you pussy. 

 



 

* 
JimA 
This woman should thank the Republicans for her newly acquired 
freedom. Yes, they want her to be free to be hungry, free to live out 
of a car, free to grovel and so forth. They're doing every thing they 
possibly can to advance her freedoms and those of many other 
people as well. 
 
You'll find mobs of these kind of homeless people if Romney, or if 
any republican, becomes president. 
 
The republican goal is to destroy what's left of the middle class and 
turn them into surfs or servants for the 1%. 
* 
Lugh 
Democrats contributed equally to the problem. The only solution is 
to re-elect no one, nobody, ever.  The president is the only one with 
built in term limits. 
* 
Wayne Hillicoss 
I agree with you Lugh.  I have been posting everywhere I see a 
string of comments spewing venom from Right to Left and back.  
We have been abandoned by our elected officials.  They represent 
large campaign donors, not everyday Americans.  Many of them 
were born into money and most of them have quite a lot of money, 
as it takes a hefty investment to win a political office.  My point is 
that they do not know what average Americans go through trying 
to raise kids (w/o a nanny) or maintain their homes (w/o 
housekeepers and gardeners) or somehow try to figure out how to 
send their kids to college and still somehow retire (if they can ever 
retire).  Repubs and Dems, largely, went to the same Ivy League 
schools, talk to many of the same lobbying groups, and accept 
political donations from many of the same corporations.  The 
differences in ideaology are less then the similarities as far as the 
middle-class or lower-class American is concerned, yet there are 

 



 

millions of Americans willing to say horrible things to complete 
strangers because they believe the lies they have been told.  Go 
with the old adage, folks, and realize the politicians are in fact 
lying to you when their lips are moving....it isn't a joke anymore. 
* 
Nick 
Right!  Great solution for anyone who wants to go through life 
brain-dead and uninformed.   I guess you suggest that I should just 
never fix my car and every time something goes wrong, just buy a 
new one? 
* 
ridic 
She was feeding eggs to birds? Thats slightly twisted. 
* 
JaylikeBird 
Plenty birds love them some eggs.  Don't hate :) 
* 
Lanky Giraffe 
 Yes, I did wonder....I only hope that cross bird species doesn't 
count as cannibalism. 
* 
enkelin 
My parrots eat chicken, and chicken bones 
* 
Robert 
If something doesn't change for me soon, I may be facing a similar 
existence. I'm no longer young, my experience is not valued, I've 
been out of work over a year…had some interviews, some nibbles 
but no takers and time and resources grow short. Everyday it gets 
harder and harder to not take the last little bit of money I have, 
invest in some simple camping supplies and just disappear into a 
national forest somewhere. God knows I'm weary at heart and am 
tired living with my hand out just to find a job I can live on. At 
some point enough is too much and you just want out of the rat 
race…live or die. There are one or two things yet to try…a thin 

 



 

beachhead of hope not yet eaten away by the tides of 
circumstance… a slight chance of going into business for 
myself…if I can find the resources...but if those things fail, then 
there's a hut of mud and broken branches in some distant nook of 
nowhere deep in the woods waiting for me to build it far away 
from that happy life they called the American dream. 
* 
maria 
do you have an email address? wish i can talk to you even through 
email. i'm from a 3rd world country but by God's grace, living 
quite comfortably.  four years ago, i tried my luck for a tourist visa 
in order to visit some relatives in chicago and hawaii, but since i 
didn't have permanent employment, i was denied the visa.  i have 
been reading from various internet sites  how the u.s.a. is spiraling 
downwards, turning eventually into another banana republic.  my 
heart goes out to you and to the rest of the homeless people 
described in this impeccably written journalistic work.  i hope we 
can be friends, in my own little way i hope i can be of help to you. 
*   
Liz Gilbert    in reply to Robert 
 My heart goes fully out to you. I have friends (teachers, older) in 
the same situation all over the country. Try crowdfunding your 
business concept. Post it here and everywhere. You have something 
valuable to contribute. I'm about to do this (have a non profit, 
Chordata, here in the desert and we are focused on homeless, 
throw away kids using art and music AND actually the wilderness 
AND our mountain tribal reservation (we're in a National 
Monument above Palm Springs area) among other things). We do 
this on a shoe string because there are few people willing to risk 
true alternatives to the cultural miasma . few who will just help 
their neighbor....I stand to lose this land that our building is on 
(long personal story too). Have been fighting to hold on since 
2006. Have worked hard to build online community, so that when 
push comes to shove, as it is now, I have something to draw on 
when fundraising. It's tricky...don't want to expose these 

 



 

kids...they've had enough already. anyway....let me know what you 
might want to do re: business. There is (and I don't know where 
you are) , something called ACCION, like KIVA, but for Third 
World America!!! Check it out. Average loan for first time 
entrepreneur is $15,000 at least here in Riverside County/San 
Diego area.  chordataamigata@gmail.com  and 
http://facebook.com/chordata.d...    We are going camping with a 
bunch of homeless, semi-homeless kids right now , to shoot a 
video also, in one of the nature preserves in the desert (which are 
free unlike the national parks etc....) Independence Day. Wishing 
you all the very best. 
*  
Mom 
 This s a good thread @Robert - you are giving us plenty of 
thoughtful material. Don't go hermit. 
* 
Marshall Kilman 
 Robert, don't know where you are, but I hope you get a job 
teaching.  we need people like you in our schools now. 
* 
Mom 
 Robert you are obviously a very smart and eloquent guy - 
unfortunately skills that are currently unappreciated in our current 
system. Don't give up - have you tried substitute teaching? 
* 
Robert 
Thank you for your kind word, and yes I have tried subbing, but 
there's nothing between sessions and it doesn't pay enough to really 
live on…just slightly better than unemployment. I'll probably sign 
up for it for the coming term…its an existence though, not a life, 
not a way get back on my feet…it just stretches out the 
hardship…like slow drowning. What few retirement funds I once 
had are gone just to live…I need something I can rebuild my 
reserves. Thankfully the system I sub for is a good system and the 
kids are great…not like some other schools I've taught in where the 

 



 

work environment was much less civil…that said, with Common 
Core coming to the state and its teacher accountability model of 
'blame the teacher' intimidation for hostile/unmotivated students 
not testing ever higher and higher…I know a number of good 
teachers that are retiring or finding other work if they can…Public 
Schools are becoming a nightmare institution for all involved. The 
few good ones…like the one I sub for…get dozens if not hundreds 
of applications for every rare open slot. Except for these few oases 
most of secondary public education is either a wasteland or headed 
in that direction. The paradigm is broken and the prevailing culture 
in so many areas is not supportive. Every administrator and teacher 
I know hates what is being forced on them…some cope better than 
others…but none really likes it or pays it more than public lip 
service because they must to retain their positions. It's sad….very 
different environment from when I went to school. 
 
I've been a speech writer for a Lt. Governor, been a Legislative 
Asst. for a Legislative House, taught a number of adjunct courses 
at a local college, am a veteran…though not in wartime…among 
other things…and all I can figure is I'm too old, too attached to 
older (proven) methodologies, too academically and socially 
demanding (I expect students to comport themselves maturely in 
class, or comport themselves elsewhere), and I don't drool with 
anticipation over every wafting educational fad I'm not prime 
hiring material. 
 
It's hard not to get bitter…butI know no one likes listening to a 
constant complainer…they've got enough of their own worries, and 
sympathetic nods seldom come in more than six-packs.  So I'm 
taking inventory of what I've got and what I can do…with a little 
help, if I can find it, God willing, I could start either a tutoring 
service concentrating in secondary and above writing skills…or I 
could try my hand at mobile concessions (the hot dog variety). 
With the first I wonder if I can develop and maintain a sufficient 
client base over time, and the second…besides the steeper financial 

 



 

needs to start up…there's just a lot involved in licensing, finding 
good spots/clients…following events hither and thither with 
associated marketing (which for some may not sound so bad…but 
for me it's a real obstacle on two fronts…by nature I'm a 
homebody, and I am a hard core INFP…unscripted cold call social 
interactions of any duration are intensely unpleasant and draining.  
Being "ON" behind a serving counter or in front of a classroom is 
easy…but dealing one on one with strangers trying to get them to 
buy my product/work with my agenda…that's bamboo slivers 
under the fingernails. It's an obstacle to overcome to be sure…or at 
least to develop a coping stately for…but it does cast a joyless pall 
over my budding business aspirations. 
 
Still…something's got to give, and I've got to adapt…otherwise I'll 
have to explore my other more hermetical options. 
* 
Rgermano 
 Would love to talk to you personally. I'm a teacher too. 
* 
neverlast 
Robert, you offer so much more than the average boo-boo bear out 
there, I wish you better.  Words fail, our lives have unraveled 
before our eyes, and to fall through the cracks is like having 
leprosy to the ones who have not yet succumbed.  I've always 
feared homelessness, and yet see it as almost inevitable at times.  
Our fairy tale existence may be a blink in the cosmic scale of 
things afterall.  Science fiction seems to be here, and it doesn't look 
like life is going to get any better for the lost ones.  So we are left 
with the sunrise and the sunset and whatever we can scratch out 
inbetween. Much like the rest of the species we share the earth 
with, the ones we use, abuse, eat, drive to extinction, etc. 
* 
Liz Gilbert 
 And we are left with trying any way we can , to help one another, 
as we find one another. Beyond the rhetoric mostly being posted on 

 



 

this thread.... common, basic humanity. I am glad Robert so 
eloquently states WHO he is....do we want him to be a hot dog 
stand entrepreneur or someone who can have a profound effect on 
children's lives? Bless you all really.... You are not alone. 
* 
LankyGiraffe 
Terrible, life in the corporatocracy. Hope we're all proud of 
ourselves for letting corporations and the government do this to 
people. Also.... why would these people elicit complaints from the 
Church? Obviously someone wasn't paying attention to the good 
samaritan story. Help thy neighbour? Only if you've got a 
house.....sorry buddy. 
* 
the recession is real 
It's sad to people turn their backs on what is actually happening in 
this country. Jobs are disappearing. The wealthiest people in our 
country got richer when the economy crashed. Many average 
people lost their retirements, and their children's college funds. Its 
crazy to blame the poor for jobs disappearing in America. The jobs 
are being shipped to China and India , where labor is cheaper and 
loosely regulated. That's the free market economy at work. That's 
capitalism at its finest.  I went to college and earned my bachelors 
degree in 09 in government and guess what ? The government 
wasn't even hiring. I would go on interviews and I realized I was 
competing with people twice my age, who had lost their jobs. 
 
Outsourcing is getting so ridiculous that people with law degrees 
can't even find jobs because American companies are getting 
lawyers overseas to do their legal work at a fraction of the price. 
 
Look at what Michigan has turned into with all the jobs leaving the 
state. It is a very sad sight, with few opportunities. 
 * 
Gregory Dittman 
Jobs are not being shipped anymore. Other countries are perfectly 

 



 

able to create their own economic base.  A company doesn't have 
to make an auto parts factory in China, because there are already 
dozens there.  The U.S. still has a good average net worth per 
family. Since 1820, the average U.S. income has beat those of 
Europe.  Only a couple of countries beat the U.S. One country does 
it because it has a smaller population the Los Angeles yet has lots 
of land and oil and another because of the excessive overtime.  
People in the U.S. are very materialistic and are less and less 
economically bright.  Only of the problems of the Great 
Depression was that the  U.S. went from being a land of 80% 
farmers to being a land of less than 1% farmers as machines took 
over.  Things would have been worse if they didn't move looking 
for work.  Now people are staying put while jobs crop up in other 
states.  
*  
Helpvirtual 
 Well said! 
* 
dgenci 
Do a little examinations of the last names of HS valedictorians in 
CA.  Their futures are bright.  I know a hispanic school janitor who 
sent all 5 kids to college, some of them Ivy League.  The deck is 
not stacked, if anything, it is unstacked in my opinion. 
 
Take a look at the Asian enrollment at Berkeley say.  Not all those 
families were in the 1% two generations ago. 
* 
dgenci 
I basically agree.  From 1776 (picking that as a starting point) to 
1930 we had no welfare.  Welfare was a relatively recent invention 
during the Depression by FDR and his associates.  For 150 years or 
more we seemed to do OK without it.  Kind of good to keep an 
historical context in mind.  So we've had about 82 years with 
welfare.  How's that working out?  A progressive income tax (paid 
by only 50%) as well was not part of the original design.  People 

 



 

who advocate a little examination of this policy shift are now 
denounced (here for example) as arrogant and heartless.It's a hard 
world out there folks.  Admit it.  Life is hard.   It always will be.  
There will always be people in below average situations, because 
by definition, 50% will be below whatever the average is.I'm all 
for providing equality of opportunity, or even more than equal 
opportunity, but I certainly am not foolish enough to expect or 
demand equal outcomes. 
* 
Julianne Fraser 
The New Deal worked beautifully.  It's the last 30 years in which 
it's been systematically dismantled and everything pocketed by the 
1% that have put us in this mess.  Another Roosevelt, Teddy, said it 
best:  in the industrial age the "malefactors of great wealth" MUST 
be controlled or they will reduce us all to serfdom. 
* 
enkelin 
That is because before the great depression MOST people lived on 
farms and could support themselves off the land. 
* 
Byron Alexander 
For that first 150 years people could retreat to a place with a bag of 
seeds and survive. Good luck with that now-that to find some 
arable land that you can squat on.Interesting, isn't it, that the 
greatest expansion of the economy the U. S. has ever experienced 
occurred during those times that we operated as a socialist country 
(during WWII's term and aftermath when gov dictated the 
direction of many  goods and services and the following high 
progressive taxes, the expansion of education opporutinites, the GI 
Bill, etc.). People such as yourself seem to believe that Dicken's 
England is the ideal, others believe a modern society can do much 
better.  Life is certainly not fair but it can be made livable for all if 
we as a compassionate society were just a bit more concerned 
about one another and less about scrambling for dollars.  
* 

 



 

Whiplash 
The error in your logic is that there is straight line and perfectly 
even distribution of- individual opportunity, educational 
opportunity, social safety, financial distribution..etc. This of course 
is not true. Since the end of WWII to 1973 distribution was fairly 
well and evenly distributed. That has become evermore uneven 
since '73 till today. The ranks of poor and those with little/no 
opportunity of any type is getting huge. All because those things 
that are considered benefits or are the precursors of those 
opportunities are being intentionally directed toward, hoarded and 
off-shored by a shrinkingly concentrated elite (the 1%). This is the 
catalyst for the unworkability/eventual demise of our political 
system and the likely violent collapse of our 
society/government/educational systems. At a certain point the 
"poor" will rise up and  are going to "correct" the imbalance  and 
compel forced restoration /redistribution of the concentration of 
wealth back  to those that for almost 40 years have  had virtually 
every "table" tilted against them. This potential forcible 
redistribution of these concentrated assets 10's of trillions $$ will 
make the "To Big To Fail" banking collapse, Real Estate 
correction, devaluation of the US dollar, middle class "asset" 
depletion and middle class income loss through unemployment 
seem like a pleasant occurrence. America has a long history of not 
taking major meaningful action till blood and bodies are clogging 
up the streets and fields...then we make major actions. 
* 
john 
yeah and no jobs exported/ crap imported from china,etc. stupid 
* 
Helpvirtual 
 We did not do "OK without it" - Here's your "historical context": 
1) there were poor farms; 2) there were apprentice programs that 
provided room and board as well as training to less fortunate; 3) 
we had a wide open west for land ownership; and, oh yeah - and 
we had a Civil War that decimated the population for a generation. 

 



 

And all of those who suffered during the Great Depression - that 
was BEFORE the welfare programs. What do you think infant 
mortality was at that time? If you know about history you know 
about the abysmal conditions of the slums and the state of child 
labor during the industrial revolution. "Below average" - what a 
nice way to put it! 
* 
Helpvirtual 
 Oh and we had orphanages and insane asylums and churches and 
political machines that "took care" of the people in their 
neighborhoods and controlled how they voted ... ah - the good old 
days! 
* 
Periclesdestro 
From 1776 until about the end of the 19th and start of the 20th 
century the USA did not need welfare because we had unlimited 
free land we stole from the Indians we genocided away. If you lost 
your job you just went somewhere and squatted on available free 
land  
and built a new home or dug up the earth for free gold that was 
once on Indian land of killed the Indian's buffalo or beaver and 
sold it. By the Great Depression, the free land we stole from the 
Indians was used up and caused the Dust Bowl, and all the free 
land had been claimed. How is that for real history and not the 
right wing pull yourself up by your bootstraps bull shit you are 
pushing? 
* 
dgenci 
It's interesting the association you're making between the 
availability of land and the need for welfare.  These things you 
speak of: building a house, gold mining, hunting buffalo and 
beaver, they all require significant effort.  I venture to say that 
those investing that kind of effort and ingenuity today would be 
amply rewarded. 
* 

 



 

Helpvirtual 
Out of all the items on this list - building a house, gold mining, 
hunting buffalo and beaver - only panning (not mining) gold and 
trapping beaver are individual activities. The rest involve the 
assistance and cooperation of a community of laborers. Venturing 
to say that those who pursue these activities in 2012 America 
would be "amply rewarded" - begs the question: WHAT Gold? 
WHAT Beavers? WHAT Buffalo? I have an appreciation for 
history and for your point of view but, unfortunately, there's no 
time machine to make these activities viable options. Go to a 
public space and try hunting, building or digging and you will soon 
be "rewarded" with a nice stay in the local pokey! 
* 
Julianne Fraser 
These are the people who peddle "self-help" and "entrepreneurial" 
schemes to the foolish and desperate.  It's  like "The Secret"-  sure 
made a lot of money for the woman who wrote the scam, er, book! 
* 
neverlast 
Now there's a slice of truth! 
* 
rscgrad 
As a child I was homeless for a period of time, living in shelters 
with my mentally ill mother & 2 younger siblings. I will never 
forget it. Every two weeks a new cot to sleep on, new sounds, new 
smells, new people. For a good part of the 1st grade I could not go 
to school because I had no shoes. I am 37.  I have since managed 
to graduate from high school and a 4 year college with a degree in 
nursing and am now an administrator in the Health Care field. I am 
married with children in a stable job-for now. I know all too well 
this could all be taken away in a heartbeat by some board room 
decision to off shore my job.  My heart breaks for these families- I 
remember  feeling the myriad of emotion one goes through when 
there is not a sense of safety and home. I remember these feelings 
expressed in this piece. I remember the horrible belly pain of being 

 



 

hungry. I also remember my mom begging for food stamps only to 
be denied because she had a car. What makes me angry is to know 
these people probably have friends and family with a roof, a table, 
chairs, toilet & shower. Where are they? When I was a kid, where 
were my aunts and uncles, grandma & grandpa? Hell, where was 
my dad?  Didn't they care? Why do we not help each other out? It 
is a damn shame that this happens in America.  
*  
Helpvirtual 
 I know so many women who have lost everything after a divorce 
who sit in empty houses waiting for foreclosure - they could rent 
rooms to other women in similar straits and help each other out - 
but they do not. It's like the homeless in the parking lot who don't 
speak to one another. If there are no safety nets we need to create 
community to save one another and ourselves. 
* 
S 
This is an important story, but just once I wish they could do one 
without using people with children. Where are the stories about 
people who were living in a tiny studio with no children or pets, 
who in spite of their frugality, wound up in this terrible situation? 
Instead, it's nearly always people with children, a giant expense 
that is completely optional. Whether people like it or not, children 
are a luxury good in America, like an expensive car or a million 
dollar house.  Please, do another installment of this story with 
people who do not have children. 
* 
Julianne Fraser 
Yes, it would certainly help the Romneys and Bushes and Koches 
if everyone below their net worth forswore having children.  We 
could all be moved into dorms like Chinese workers and kept on 
rotating schedules.  Maybe we could be shipped (cargo class of 
course) TO China, where feeding us would be cheaper.  And most 
currently operating diaper factories could be retrofitted to make 
Depends we can wear on the line to eliminate, as it were, 

 



 

productivity-draining bathroom breaks.  My sweet bleeding Lord. 
*  
Gfs3 
the main character was childless- children are optional if you 
become homeless?  
* 
Philip Palmer 
Janis Adkins, the subject of half of this article, doesn't appear to 
have any children with her, and is of an age that suggests any kids 
she had would be grown. 
 
I'd also take issue with your description of children as optional. 
Reproduction is the most basic of drives; without it, our species 
wouldn't exist. People who have children when they can afford it 
shouldn't then be told they are a luxury good. Children also can't be 
compared to houses and cars, possessions which can be sold. 
 
The two families in the article had their kids before the economy 
tanked. 
*  
Pyandura 
SOME smart person a long time ago said your life is based on the 
decision you made.  This is true of all of us.  I made a lot of 
decisions I would take back but life only goes forward.  We must 
reach within out selves and go forward with some courage.  Paul 
* 
neverlast 
Seriously? 
* 
ar559995 
The overvalued American middle class is getting a well-deserved 
reality check...it turns out that they are not as valuable as they have 
perceived themselves to be.  
* 
Julianne Fraser 

 



 

Yeah, how dare ordinary working people think they have value or 
dignity.  It's not like we ran Bain or anything. 
* 
Helpvirtual 
The educational system in the 50s-80s used a system of 
categorizing students for a) business or office work; b) factory 
work or a possible trade; c) college prep. There was not a whole lot 
being done to teach Boomers to be "flexible" so I'm sorry if 
thinking as long as I could type I wouldn't starve offends anyone. 
It's not a question of having "perceived myself to be valuable" it's a 
matter of believing there was a social contract that the other side 
would hold up also. 
* 
Ronald Johnson 
agreed.  Spent to much time relying on a single skill set, spending 
to much money on useless things.  All the while culling their 
children to become great leaders and move up the ladder.  I'm sorry 
middle class, what was it you were thinking? 
*  
Julianne Fraser 
Perhaps we were learning the difference between "to" and "too" or 
the meaning of "culling."  I wonder how many skill sets the 1% 
has, and how useful a car elevator or a dressage horse are.  Tools. 
* 
gumby 
They didn't make up that Snorks song, that is the theme song from 
the animated television show the Snorks. Neither the writer nor 
editors at Rolling Stone figured that out? 
* 
Robert C Ludwig 
Who cares where they got the song from.  It's irrelavent whether 
they made it up or used it without remembering where it came 
from.  The point is, it enabled him to calm his children when they 
were scared. 
* 

 



 

Liz Gilbert 
Janis: If you can read this comment thread, please contact me.  
chordataamigata@gmail.com  We are in the desert. For every 
person who, in this comment thread, speaks to the lack of 
community and just plain lack of neighborliness America is awash 
in, I applaud you. For all those mean-spirited, shame on you. You 
lack the most basic essentials of human compassion, without 
which, we sink to the lowest level. 
* 
Helpvirtual 
 Liz - you can get in touch with Janis through Nancy Kapp of the 
Safe Parking program 805-284-3463. I called today to ask about 
sending donations. 
* 
Dustindp 
There's a couple vehicles and RVs constantly parked around the 
800 block of Castillo St.   They just move between left and right 
sides of street mid-week for street cleanings Wednesday/Thursday.. 
*  
Freddie 
And how many of these "victims" voted for the anti-welfare 
republicans? 
* 
Wake up! 
That's a GREAT question! But it's also a pretty pointless one, 
because they'll tell you it has nothing to do with welfare. They'd 
claim it's her own fault - she should have saved more. Which may 
very well be true, but it's beside the point. Now that she's down, 
someone needs to help her back to her feet... 
*  
Hepatitishelp 
The ruling by the US Supreme Supreme court, upholding the 
Affordable Health Care Act will mean all Americans must have 
health insurance. This will help control healthcare cost in the US. 
The law also does away with insurance companies denying health 

 



 

insurance coverage because of pre-existing conditions. This is a 
great day. 
* 
A Moab Resident 
Hey, I'm a Moab resident and have a very different view as to why 
her business failed; the economy was just the coffin nail. 
* 
Curious Reader 
I'll bite.. why? 
* 
Wake up! 
I really wanna know too. Why don't you share? 
* 
123ed 
Dear Middle Class. So recession hits you after you lived your 
american way of live with 7 credit cards and suddenly the bank 
wants the money back after they gambled all their money on Wall 
Street?  What a surprise. Don´t get me wrong...nobody should be 
homeless and especially not all the children who dont deserve to 
suffer under the dumbness of their parents generation. The 
question is what will you do? what will you change? Don´t worry 
europe is going down too....soon we will be nanny´s and gardeners 
of rich chinese families :) 
* 
Wake up! 
Europe may be going down too, but it's largely because of you and 
at least we are doing so more together than you. Also it looks like 
it will take longer and it won't be as ugly. But then again, we've 
learned a little from two world wars and centuries of other 
calamities. You guys have always had it relatively easy and all that 
wild capitalism and the financial aristocracy and are now gonna 
bite you in the ass. 
 
And all this China scare a little ridiculous. They may one day be 
the next super power, but it won't be tomorrow and it won't be for 

 



 

another two generations at least. There are so many problems to 
solve first that it's not even funny. 
* 
Sue Milewski     http://www.livegreen4less.com 
under green jobs and careers there is a link to an on line support 
group for the unemployed older displaced people. 
* 
K De Backer 
Remember that Republicans want the poor to have nothing.  No 
phone.  No car. Nothing before you can "qualify" for a few months 
of food stamps and a debit card.  As an added bonus,  by being 
homeless is to disenfranchise those people from voting because 
they have to have a permanent address 
* 
Mollyjk 
You have it wrong. You can own a home and qualify for food 
stamps. So a homeless person like Janis Adkins, whenever she gets 
a job, will be taxed to subsidize people who own real estate. This is 
one of the great problems with compassion as defined by the ruling 
classes. The more you have had, the more you need to be protected 
from misfortune. Those who are still fighting to work their way 
ahead in modern America will be held back by those who have 
more and feel entitled to keep it, regardless of their ability to 
sustain that lifestyle. 
 
And Rolling Stone supports that philosophy. Just consider the 
theme of this story. It's about respectable folk being confused with 
the people who never had anything. 
* 
Wake up! 
That's a little too extreme, K DE Backer. I am sure they strongly 
believe in their policies and no normal Republican wants people to 
be homeless just so that they can't vote. That being said, believing 
in their lunatic policies is already bad enough. And I'm not even 
talking about creationism and the whole obsession with "purity" 

 



 

and hating sex - that stuff is just downright insane.... 
* 
Helpvirtual 
I also just want to say that we are also suffering from a lack of 
community in this country. Where I live I know of several older 
women who lost almost everything due to the economy and a 
divorce - who are left in empty homes alone waiting for the 
foreclosure to come.  If they only could band together - rent rooms 
to other women in the same predicament - they'd have a better shot 
at holding things together. But for some reason, like the people in 
the parking lot who don't speak to one another - people can't see 
their way clear to doing this. 
* 
Wake up! 
I'd also imagine the stigma would be pretty devastating and make it 
even harder to get back to normal. One of the most depressing 
passages of this article was when the 20-something-yr-old denied 
to give Ms. Adkins a job, because she's homeless...  
* 
Curious Reader 
This sounds good in theory, but how does one do that? Even the 
second family tried to do something similar, they got holed up in a 
house with 11? people and it didn't work out. I think you would 
need like minded people that had a sense of community and a help 
each other attitude. Which I'd imagine would be very hard 
considering the emotional state they are in. 
* 
Jeff Kilgore 
It's not a "good in theory" problem. America used to be a country 
in which neighbors knew each other and helped each other out. 
That time has passed, ironically, in part because of our technology 
that allows us to sit at home and types messages to complete 
strangers instead of going out and talking to those with which we 
share a community. 
* 

 



 

Alex Talionis 
I think Jeff's last usage of the word 'community' would have been 
more accurately described as 'sharing the same territorial space' 
and no more than that. What is "America"? It surely ain't a 
"community"! What do we have in common with those who live 
next door, or around the block, or within a few miles distance of 
our homes or wherever we  eventually sleep? Virtually nothing 
excepting the most basic meat-and-bone definition of the Homo 
Sapiens species. Indeed, it can be distressing and even dangerous  
to discover this, particularly when encountering those who remain 
identified with the current socioeconomic hierarchal society called 
"America". "White race" was a myth necessary for the system, and 
so is the prevaling definitions of "America". You look at me briefly 
and think I'm "white American, probably middle class", but I am 
"conscious alien other" in my heart, in my spirit, and in my mind. 
If you value and relate with human beings only on account of their 
money and social status/"connections" and 
 educational/occupational credentionals ...I am as if a completely 
different species from you, though on the surface we might appear 
similar (and I MUST make myself appear similar while we share 
the same territorial space for survival/self-defense purposes, since 
anyone who looks "other' in your America gets treated like crap).  
 
We are splitting apart and "branching" already...your kind from our 
kind, and vice versa.  We may be fewer, but we're not alone, and 
we will grow quantitaively and qualitatively as more and more 
realize that the current society has never been "where I belong", 
and has so easily discarded them for lack of financial value and 
higher societal standing. Then comes the point where one must 
honestly confront the contradictions between our own actual values 
and those utterly antagonistic opposite values which prevail in the 
society around us. One cannot simultaneously love and strive 
onward in the historic upward quest for greater human progress 
and at the same time love this "America'. "American" politics---be 
it Left, Right, or Center--is utterly without real solutions precisely 

 



 

because, regardless of their various rhetoric, they are all part of the 
same fundamental problem, this system itself. None among them 
dare actually seek an essential revolutionary change in society, 
because it would go directly against their own vested interests 
within this society.  
* 
singlemomcollegestudent 
If you were ever lucky enough to be middle class... I'm sure it's 
heartwrenching to lose everything. Some of us never had enough 
for a down payment on a car or the kind of income and job security 
that would have us signing a contract to make those kinds of 
payments. Some of us have had low wage jobs and poverty level 
income and had nowhere to go but the shelter when our jobs blew 
up. Some of us... The rest of us have no idea what it's like and will 
pass judgement in a manner that makes it completely obvious how 
ignorant we are. God bless 3rd world America... If there is a God... 
which I doubt. 
* 
Jeremymtc 
 Thanks, you've articulated the inarticulate feel in my gut quite 
well. What recession? 
* 
Rick L 
If I were in that situation with no hope for a better life, I don't think 
I could hold on.  Lights off.   
* 
Helpvirtual 
I think instead of sending $5 a month to Africa I will send it to the 
church and ask them to pass it  on the those people in their parking 
lot.  
Goleta Community Covenant  Church in Santa Barbara,  
5070 Cathedral Oaks Rd, Santa Barbara, CA 93111 
(805) 967-2671 
* 
George R. 

 



 

This article sounds like a psalm of the First Church Of The Car. 
Hell, when the recession hit and I was out of work the first thing I 
did was sell my car. No gas, no insurance, no maintenance, and 
guess what? I kept my FUCKING APARTMENT SO I COULD 
ACTUALLY LIVE LIKE A NORMAL HUMAN BEING.  A year 
out of work and then back to actually getting a job because I wasn't 
living out of a fucking car. Yeah, there were days where I 
scrounged change just to eat but I wasn't living out of a piece of 
metal that cost more than an actual place to live. 
*  
Julianne Fraser 
Fine if you were already renting and your rent was low enough to 
maintain without a job.  If you had a house and lost it, or even if 
your rent was too high to keep up, try finding a landlord in a 
remotely safe neighborhood who'll rent to an unemployed 
bankrupt.  What is with you people who need to find some hook, 
any hook, to hang the blame on the victim? 
* 
Iron Will 
I basically did the same thing about twenty five years ago when I 
lost my job and my wife ran off with my best friend after emptying 
the bank account. Since we hadn't yet purchased a house   (that's 
what the $$$ in the bank was supposed to be for) my only debt was 
my car payment. Luckily we had no children, either. After the 
divorce I immediately sold the car and moved back to my old 
college town, where I knew I could rent a decent small apartment 
for next to nothing and live with dignity. I walked everywhere or 
rode a bike that I bought at the local Good Will for five bucks. It 
took me a few months of looking around before I found janitorial 
work at the college. It didn't pay much, but the whole town was 
full of poor college students anyway, so living with very little 
money didn't seem so bad. College towns might be a good option 
for people like the ones profiled in this article. 
* 
Laura Lindstrom Teel 

 



 

 There are many different situations.  you can't let go of your car 
when your house is foreclosed....  then you are displaced with a 
backpack and sleeping in a shelter.  It is actually much easier for 
most people to sleep in a car if they lost their housing.  That way 
their stuff is safer, and they don't have to carry whatever they have 
left on their back....  I am glad you survived in your apartment... 
that is not an option for some. 
* 
Forthegraceofgodgous 
You were lucky enough to live in a place that had public transport, 
then? Or an urban area that was condensed enough that you could 
walk or bike to get to where you needed to go? Maybe friends or 
family hooked you up with rides? I'm not sure what you're trying 
to say here, I know you couldn't possibly be telling the 8 million 
people that lost their jobs that your method of surviving the 
recession would work equally well for all of them, because that 
would be stupid.  
* 
Julianne Fraser 
Why not?  That's what Romney, Gingrich, Cain, Palin, Ryan, 
Santorum, Bachmann, and the rest of the clowns tell 'em. 
* 
George R. 
And I'm not telling all 8 million because I'm pretty sure there's not 
8 million people living out of their cars. Just those dumb enough to 
live out of cars. 
*  
George R. 
Yeah I did live in a place that actually has public transit and urban 
planning. Shows how short sighted and stupid most of the country 
has been, then, and the people who didn't want to feed into such a 
system and wanted the American Suburban dream deserve 
everything they get if they feel that a car is so important that they'll 
literally go homeless before they sell it. 
* 

 



 

Forthegraceofgodgous 
And how exactly is your self-righteousness over what is, 
essentially, your own good luck (because that infrastructure was 
built before you were born and you happened to end up there when 
you lost your job) proving anything but the fact that you're exactly 
as short-sighted as you claim others are that kept their vehicle? Do 
you expect them to spend their last couple hundred bucks to be 
homeless in a city that they don't even know? What if they don't 
even have that? Your self-righteousness is exactly the root of the 
problem in this country, and its pathetic that your own experience 
with joblessness and near-destitution didn't teach you anything. 
* 
George R. 
I am not trying to be self-righteous, by the way, and I apologize if 
I'm being so. 
* 
Anonymological 
(Wiktionary) 
 
Self-righteous:  1. piously self-assured and smugly moralistic 
 
"Hell, when the recession hit and I was out of work the first thing I 
did was sell my car. No gas, no insurance, no maintenance, and 
guess what? I kept my FUCKING APARTMENT SO I COULD 
ACTUALLY LIVE LIKE A NORMAL HUMAN BEING."  
(piously self-assured)  
 
"Shows how short sighted and stupid most of the country has been, 
then, and the people who didn't want to feed into such a system 
and wanted the American Suburban dream deserve everything they 
get if they feel that a car is so important that they'll literally go 
homeless before they sell it."  (smugly moralistic) 
* 
JaylikeBird 
But gee, moralistic posturing is what the internets is all about!  

 



 

Now line up while I nominate myself to inspect all your opinions 
for correctness. 
* 
GR 
keep telling yourself that, if it makes you feel better. If they're in 
trouble why are they even in a city they don't even know? That 
would be the worst place to be.  My point is that places need public 
transit so these people don't need to feel like their last possession 
has to be a car, and that there needs to be better services so they 
don't even need to come down to their last dollar. If places had 
better transit to jobs they could have stayed where they were at and 
found jobs while keeping an actual apartment over a car. It's a 
sickness in our culture that they pick their car over a place to live. 
* 
Julianne Fraser 
It is a sickness in our culture that we DON'T have  more public 
transit, walkable neighborhoods, and viable downtowns.  On that 
we agree.  But one reason we don't have these things is that they 
require a sense of social and collective good, not atomic 
individualism. 
* 
Liberty 
Did you know that if you are making payments on a vehicle... and 
you give it back to the sales lot... They still charge you full price 
for the thing. The bills keep coming. It's not like you can just give 
it back... Car dealers are thieves. 
* 
Forthegraceofgodgous 
I completely agree that we need better and more reliable public 
transportation, but scolding people for holding onto their vehicles 
(which function as both transportation AND shelter, which in many 
cases trumps just shelter) isn't going to fix it. And you clearly 
misread my comment - your attitude is that they should have been 
smart enough to become homeless in a city with good public 
transportation, like you did, and my question to you was if you 

 



 

expected these people to pick up and move to a city they didn't 
know in order to do the same thing you lucked into. Enough with 
your self-righteousness. 
* 
LiberalRealist 
 If you stop and think for a minute,  a $424 car payment per month 
will buy you a good used motorhome in about 4-5 months. It's not 
like *poof* this happened overnight to them. Obviously they had 
been making the car payment for some time. So it was more than 
just unfortunate loss of a job that made them destitute, it was 
repeated bad decisions to buy more than they could afford on 
credit, then the refusal to do a bankruptcy and get rid of 
unaffordable debts. If they did it 6 months before the interview, 
they could have an older paid off motorhome to live in. 
 
Same thing with the lady in the van. A 2007 van probably sells for 
8-10k $.  She has $10k in assets and she is asking for emergency 
food stamps that people without two nickels to rub together need. 
It seems like she has also followed a string of bad decisions to get 
to the point she is at. When you have 10k in assets and you try to 
take free services that the truly needy require to barely survive, it 
says "entitled", not destitute. It's quite true.. many people in this 
country don't truly know what poor is. They are the ones making it 
so much harder for those in the system who are truly poor and in 
need of our help. 
*  
Get real 
$ 450 a month will not even begin to pay for a used trailer. My 
family lives in a trailer. The rent is 600 per month, utilities are 
around 200 per month because your trailer is leaking air during the 
summer and heat during the winter. The Realist needs to get real. 
* 
Debt free 
Or, you know, you could just not buy a car until you can afford to 
pay for one with cash in the first place. That way you wouldn't get 

 



 

yourself in debt.  Just sayin'. That's what I did. I relied on the DC 
Metro until I bought my first car. Now I life in a town with no 
public transportation to speak of, and I still have my car and no 
payments. People love debt. 
*  
Laura Lindstrom Teel 
 Actually, I don't see them as whining... I see each of them making 
the best of the situation for the time that they were homeless.  I 
know at least one of them is working full time and saving $$$ to 
move into housing when it is available... they have spent much 
time and energy, daily, to seek an employment opportunity to work 
themselves out of their vehicle.  Whining is sitting on your butt 
doing nothing, and blaming everyone else. 
*  
Slade 
Whole Foods is a great place to go if you're poor and hungry. You 
can get a lot of free samples to eat -- cheeses, olives, sometimes 
even meats and other stuff. My wife and I sometimes go there 
when we can't afford a meal. 
* 
SL 
$29 dollars left and breakfast at Wholefoods is a good idea? 
 
Janis is a product of poor financial planning - there is no excuse for 
failing to save up enough to last through a recession while running 
a $300,000 business. Writers, that information doesn't make her 
more relatable to upper middle class readers, it's just an insult to 
the homeless youths who've never had a chance.' 
* 
Ralph Lawrence 
Sorry but the entire point of the article seems to me to be about 
how decent hard working people find themselves on the slippery 
slope. And that such events can happen to anyone....and  besides 
who but the very wealthy can possibly save enough to see 
themselves through a recession or depression which could go on 

 



 

for many many years and in fact deepen? 
*  
Helpvirtual 
 A $300,000 a year business doesn't mean that she got it all herself 
- she had employees and taxes. (holy cow - that made her one of 
those "job creators" - she should have been treated like the golden 
goose, right?)  And what is "enough to last through a recession"? 
Especially THIS recession? Who ever saw THIS coming? I am 
near Janis' age and in my entire 30+ years in the work force 
another job was always just a few weeks, at most, away. Plenty of 
Boomer-age people never met this type of long term 
unemployment until now and had NO clue how to prepare. And, 
honestly, the DENIAL of so many is amazing. My bro-in-law was 
unemployed for almost 2 years - the MINUTE he got another job 
(this time a temp job for a fraction of what he made before) he 
suddenly became one of the "1%" lecturing us all at Christmas 
about how those of us who care about the unemployed and 
homeless are a bunch of Socialists. That was him a week before! 
And you know what? After just 6 months his temp job has now 
ended too and he's back to square 1. Read the whole article - 
especially the parts about how the homeless are "those people" - 
many Americans just never saw an animal like this recession and 
were caught like deer in the headlights. 
* 
Disheartening 
It's nice to know you're in such a position of authority that you can 
judge her so harshly and educate us so wisely with your sage 
advice. You do seem know to know everything! Even if she was a 
poor financial planner, which I don't think she was - that's your 
judgment and conclusion, not mine - do you think she deserves to 
be homeless and living in a van? Of course, a jerk like you will 
probably say yes. Do us all a favor and just shut up. 
* 
LiberalRealist 
 With a $10k van to her name, she has no reason to be homeless. 

 



 

Sell that van and rent a room from someone for $300-$400/mo and 
take public transport to go to job interviews.. Stop taking services 
from people with truly no assets. 
* 
Disheartening 
I respectfully disagree with you. You're making a lot of 
assumptions. First, no way is she going to get $10,000 for that van. 
Don't know where you got that estimate, but it wasn't from Blue 
Book. Secondly, you're assuming there is public transportation in 
the area. Have you ever been to Santa Barbara? I have and I don't 
remember seeing any public transportation. (I'm sure someone will 
correct me if I'm wrong.) Last, just who in the hell do you think is 
going to rent a bedroom in their home to this woman? Did you 
read the article? Some potential employers - including a lady 
looking to hire someone to walk her dog - won't give Janis Adkins 
a job BECAUSE of the very fact that she is homeless - they are 
assuming the worst about her. So what makes you think someone is 
going to open their home to her and rent a room to her for $300 or 
$400 a month? The only people who will give her a room in their 
home are people who are moved enough by this article to reach out 
to her personally and offer their help. Get real - your ideas would 
not work in reality. You are judging someone and coming up with 
her so-called "solutions" without ever having been in her situation 
in that particular city. Just saying. 
* 
intherealm 
 Not much of a "realist," are you?  Public transport to job 
interviews?  That's just fine in make-believe land, but not in the 
U.S. where public transport is unreliable (except for very few cities 
and areas.) 
* 
LiberalRealist 
It says she lives in Santa Barbara. Are you trying to say there are 
no buses in Santa Barbara? The "realist" part of my name means I 
look at the actual situation, not some theory. The guy with the kids 

 



 

did exactly the right thing. He's the one that should be getting an 
unemployment check and VA assistance, and probably some kind 
of welfare to help support his kids. Then it should taper off as his 
earnings increase, instead of disappearing the second he works an 
hour for himself. 
* 
Robert C Ludwig 
$150 a month corresponds to $5/day.  She got a warm breakfast for 
$4 that will last her all day.  When you can't refrigerate or cook 
you have to exploit what's available. If there was a better deal, I bet 
she would have found it. 
*  
suzeiki 
Absolutely heartbreaking.  
* 
Robert C Ludwig 
One aspect of the situation of people like Ms. Adkins that was not 
discussed is the disenfranchisement that poverty and homelessness 
inflicts on people.  Under the laws of most states, the absence of a 
permanent address means you can’t register to vote.  I know this is 
true in my community because, as a precinct representative and 
deputy registrar, I asked the county clerk specifically after 
volunteering at a homeless shelter.  The very people who most 
need to have a say in their government are cut off.  Poverty, 
effectively revokes your citizenship. 
* 
intherealm 
 The whole system is flawed.  Yes, we can sometimes "write 
straight with crooked lines."  But on the whole we need to revamp 
the government we have.  It's been completely co-opted (already 
from a very long time ago, already.) 
* 
Barry 
America as a nation is reaping what it has sown.Unfortunately 
when the hammer falls it falls upon everyone even those who do 

 



 

not support Americian politics and the decisions its leaders 
make,no one will escape what is coming,this nation will be an 
example to the whole world of what happens to a nation when they 
forsake GOD,turn away from the truth in scripture and yet still 
maintain it is a christian nation but does things all over the 
world,wicked things to prove that it is not a christian 
nation.America does not have to worry about being attacked from 
the outside,its already happening on the inside,the nation is in melt 
down mode and is self destructing,America is dying and its leaders 
are to proud to admit that truth and turn to the GOD of scripture 
who is the only one who can save the nation,Time is running out,I 
beleive it is to late for the nation but not individuals,repent of your 
sins and be reconciled to God thru Jesus Christ before it is to late. 
*  
Robert C Ludwig 
While you're busy rewriting the bible to suit your politics, it would 
do you well to consider that you will be on the receiving end of the 
policies you promote today.  Whether through financial misfortune, 
sickness, injury, or simple old age, you will ultimately find 
yourself at the mercy of another.  Disabled people call us TABs 
(Temporarily Able Bodied).  It's not a question of if, only when 
you will be forced to rely on the kindness of others. 
* 
LiberalRealist 
It's funny, but that's why people work hard and save, so that rather 
than having to rely on others charity when you are feeble, you can 
fairly compensate them to assist you. Charity and kindness can 
then be reserved for those that had no chance to help themselves in 
the first place. 
* 
S 
 People like you, with your nasty bible-thumping bigotry, are the 
reason we're in the mess we're in.  If it weren't for you people and 
your hypocritical "prosperity gospel" this country would not have 
glutted itself on an addiction to greed and self-righteousness.  

 



 

Please take your sneering, holier-than-thou viciousness and shove 
it where the sun don't shine. 
* 
Wake up! 
This article, and especially the comments to it, remind me of a 
famous (though disputed) quote by John Steinbeck: 
 
"Socialism never took root in America because the poor see 
themselves not as an exploited proletariat but as temporarily 
embarrassed millionaires.” 
 
People in America are so profoundly brainwashed by centuries of 
wild capitalist corporate-masterminded dogma that they've lost all 
ability to think independently. It baffles me how someone, anyone, 
can read this article and conclude that what America needs is less 
government, less regulation and more money in the hands of those 
very Atlases and Captains of Industry who wiped out 50 years of 
economic development and got away with it along with their 
private jets and luxury yachts, laughing at the face of poor suckers 
like Ms. Janis Adkins here. WAKE UP, AMERICA!Janis Adkins 
was living the American Dream: she was a self-made woman, built 
her own business and was making good money with her skills and 
hard work. And now she's on the streets. I always wonder when I 
read such stories: all of you who proudly proclaim that "America is 
the greatest country in the world" and preach at every opportunity 
that freedom, democracy and free market are the panacea for all 
humanity: do you ever stop and ask yourself how something like 
this is possible if you were right? 
 
It seems so obvious from the sidelines how all of this is not only 
possible, but almost unavoidable. You can gross not 300k but 5 
million a year and it could still happen to you. When you are 
someone who grew up in a world sheltered from all kinds of 
danger and peril, living in relative luxury, living in big house, 
driving two cars, overeating on daily basis and throwing money 

 



 

out the window on luxury items that 98% of humanity cannot even 
conceive of, it's no wonder that you'd want more and more and bet 
everything you have on getting even more. America is one of the 
countries with the least savings per capita in the world. People feel 
entitled to owning big houses and taking out second mortgages so 
they can keep enjoying their lush lifestyles. And then when it all 
collapses in seconds, everyone wonders: how is that possible? How 
can someone gross 300k a year and end up homeless?  
 
Let me tell you this: you can bitch as much as you want against big 
government. The reality is that in countries like Sweden, Germany 
and even France, something like this is basically impossible. You'd 
most likely never have the some luxurious lifestyle as in America, 
but you'd also never find yourself on the street without basic 
amenities, unless you are mentally ill or you want to be on the 
street. And while living on social benefits is not a walk in the park 
even here, you'd get enough to get you back on your feet. 
 
As harsh as it may sound, I think this recession was not bad 
enough for America and Americans. It should have been MUCH 
worse, so that people could have learned their lesson. But let's 
hope it all gets better, before it gets much worse. 
* 
Voter 
I certainly hope that people who are stuck in this situation use their 
newly idle time to examine closely their own personal voting 
records and the policies subsequently enacted by those politicians. 
Many people vote for the very people who created this untenable 
situation, and they continue to vote as if their vote has nothing to 
do with the policies that later destroy their lives. 
* 
Maxnichols 
Try voting while homeless without a permanent address. Oh right, 
it's not possible! Your citizenship is essentially revoked when 
you're homeless.  

 



 

* 
K. 
False. You can use a PO Box's address to vote. I've registered 
homeless voters. 
* 
Caalde 
 This is not necessarily true.  You can use a friend's address or you 
can rent a mailbox.  It is up to you if you have the $$ or the 
friend... 
* 
Robert C Ludwig 
Money to spend on a PO box is money you can't spend on food.  
And with caging being practiced by so many county clerks (yes, I 
know it's illegal, but they do it anyway) they'll knock you out of 
the voter rolls and maybe charge you (and your friend) with voter 
fraud. 
*  
S 
Cool.  I'll be sure to say the same to you when you're homeless.  
I'm sure you'll appreciate the compassion. 
* 
rc1422 
The cost of freedom is becoming unafordable. 
* 
under-employed in NJ 
And here's another example of how our 'beloved' elected officials 
are wiping out our workplaces: They enact these insurance liability 
laws; PLUS these 'public smoking ban' laws....and I guess the 
safest workplace is to have NO workplace at all, because the 
ONLY thing these laws have done, is discourage hiring; driving 
away 60-70% of customers and business....and shutting down 
family owned businesses. NJ Governor Corzine DESTROYED the 
state of NJ with these laws. I guess there's no safer place, than 
having to stay home...EVERYTHING that Corzine touches results 
in people being put out of work.  Politicians--STAY AWAY FROM 

 



 

OUR WORKPLACES! 
* 
Carolyn Wolfe 
This story really depressed me, so many people out there willing to 
work, just a paycheck away from being homeless...It really spells 
out why the cycle of families being on assistance stay on 
assistance, if you sell everything you own and are forced to live  
hand to mouth, how do you get ahead ? Govt needs to be giving a 
Hand UP not the Hand Outs that have made so much of our nation 
dependant on Uncle Sam 
* 
Caalde 
 Very well said... and if they start to work a job, don't take all 
benefits away at once so that it is not worth it to even try working. 
* 
sojourner 
I am a qualifying individual under the American With Disabilities 
Act. I get $165 for food stamps in New york state, $450 in Heap 
benefits, all medicaid with no co-pay for anything (you have to be 
disabled under the ADA for that one) and get to fight my local 
village government, town government and county government as a 
trade off for being treated real bad by the not-for profit 
organizations who cop all the welfare fund money meant for me by 
laundering the dough for developers and landlords. Being a 
landowner doesn't hurt neither. I pay property taxes, but only 50% 
of town, 50% of village and  50% of county taxes. Furthermore, 
the disabled under the ADA who own the house they live in are 
forgiven all (that is "all" ) school district taxes. (suckers). That 
means I really get to shout about what is wrong with "The 
System". But as to the question as to how one manages, the only 
answer that comes to mind is from the Paul Muni movie, "They 
Made Me A Fugitive" (sic.) , the last two lines of the flick" How do 
you live?" to which Muni's character answers "I steal!" 
* 
Deh0303 

 



 

Why do we not take care of our own?  My heart goes out to 
everyone finding themselves in same situations.   Texas is very 
similar - people all the sudden hit with job loss/home loss - there is 
no assistance for them to help get them through.  The thing that 
infuriates me is our government should be taking care of us - that 
is what they are supposed to be doing.  Instead we give AIG how 
much in bailout $$?  How much!!??  And when we the people 
were saying no we are not going to bail those people out, we are 
broke, well, what happened?  they acted like they didn't heaer us 
and found money we didn't have. 
* 
dgenci 
In the frontier days, was it "the purpose of government" to ensure 
everyone had a smooth life?  No.  People had to be self-reliant 
then.  There was plenty of hardship.   The situation hasn't changed 
much, except now we have press and media and political 
persuasions  that encourage an entitlement mentality. 
 
The AIG and TARP monies were loans - not gifts - and they have 
already been mostly paid back.  In some cases at a profit to you, 
the taxpayer. 
* 
Brendon Carr, American lawyer in Seoul 
The "government should take care of us" set generally aren't 
taxpayers. 
* 
BethAnn3 
I read this story and wonder if Ms. Adkins is really that good of an 
example.  I can't figure out how she can't make $150 a month in 
food stamp assistance last her for the month, unless she's getting 
less than that for some reason.  That is the average level of food 
stamps for a single person in California.  I have a lot of sympathy 
for the homeless who are in really rough straits, but I don't 
understand why a woman who used to gross $300,000 a year didn't 
put more of it away, or why she can't make her meager funds 

 



 

stretch better now.  Is there a substance abuse issue that takes some 
of her money?  Does she have a mental health problem?  I also 
wonder if she overstated how well she was doing before and 
maybe she wasn't making $300,000 a year.  Stories like these beg 
for better background reporting on the people covered.  
* 
PKTaylor 
 Grossing $300,000 is not the same as taking home $300,000... she 
has business costs -- mortgage on her nursery buildings/store, taxes 
on the land, electric and water bills, phone bills, marketing 
expenses, salaries and maybe benefits for employees, taxes, not to 
mention costs to restock inventory, etc. Who knows how much of 
that $300,000 she got to take home, probably a very small fraction 
of it.  
* 
Greg Sargent 
Look, what BethAnn is saying isn't inacurate.  One can be 
compassionate without denying that eating prepared food costs 
more than making your own, that's just common sense.  And yes, 
plenty of people have made a point of living off of the subsidy 
level, just to prove it can be done (spoiler alert: it's called "beans 
and rice".).  And I don't think it is unfair to say that many, many of 
us made poor choices during the boom years, and that may very 
will include Ms Adkins.  At the very least, it is probable that her 
retirement savings were inadequate to pay off her mortgage 
balance when everything got really bad. 
* 
K. 
Where would someone with no stove cook rice? 
* 
Kitty C. 
The "beans and rice" situation was addressed in the article. It's hard 
to make beans and rice when you have nowhere to cook it and no 
means of doing so.   
* 

 



 

Disheartening 
What BethAnn said was not the least bit compassionate. It was 
judgmental and critical and speculative, suggesting that Ms. 
Adkins has some flaw that led her to such misfortune. People like 
Ms. Adkins are going through enough right now without us 
judging them with an air of superiority from our holier-than-thou 
positions. But for the grace of God, this could happen to any one of 
us, unless you happen to fall in the 1 percent. Unless you've lost 
your home and lived in your car and been flat broke and had 
nowhere to turn, you can't possibly begin to know what it's like. 
*  
LiberalRealist 
Who was it that said give "someone a fish they eat for a day, teach 
them to fish, they eat for life." Ms Adkins may be going through a 
lot and deserve our compassion, which we can readily give. The 
social worker appeared to be teaching her about finances rather 
than giving her finances though. Ms Adkins apparently has quite 
an asset in that 2007 van and could probably sell it for $10k or 
more, buy a less expensive car, and get into a quite affordable 
room rental. Her insurance costs, registration costs, transportation 
costs and living situation would all be better. It doesn't seem 
uncompassionate to ask that she use her own finances while those 
who truly have nothing, be first in line for the "emergency" 
services. 
* 
Disheartening 
Again, why do you assume she would get $10,000 or more for her 
van? Are you serious? You're acting like it's a Mercedes or a Range 
Rover. Renting is hard if not impossible when you've gone through 
a foreclosure - your credit is ruined. And your idea that she rent a 
room in someone's home is nice in theory, but not very realistic at 
all. No one is going to open their home to someone who is 
homeless - the homeowner will assume the prospective renter is 
homeless because of a drug problem or a mental illness or some 
failing in their past. The very fact that Janis Adkins is homeless has 

 



 

prevented her from getting some jobs because prospective 
employers assume the worst about her - so what makes you think 
people in Santa Barbara are going to open their homes to her? I'd 
be happily astounded if someone actually did. 
*  
Robert C Ludwig 
BethAnn, I don't know whether to laugh or scream at such 
condescension.  You can't understand why she struggles on $150 a 
month for food?  Have you ever tried it?  It's a simple experiment.  
Lock up the refrigerator, shut off the stove and oven, and shut off 
the water to your house.  Put $150 in your pocket and, for the next 
month, live on it, nothing else.  Remember when you’re buying 
your food 1) you have no way to preserver perishable items, 2) you 
have no way to cook it, and 3) you don't have access to running 
water to clean or help prepare it. If you want to add to the realism, 
lock up your house and live in your car for that month. I can't 
speak directly to Ms. Adkins' financial situation, but it's a good bet 
that she, like most Americans, had a mortgage on her home (just 
like you no doubt) and the property on which her business was 
situated.  In all probability, she had other debt as well; so much of 
that $300,000 a year went to pay that debt.  When the financial 
collapse hit, her properties were probably under water, especially 
as foreclosures around her drove property values down.  As 
business dried up, that $300,000 dried up as well.  I'm willing to 
bet she fought hard to keep her business in the hopes that the 
economy would turn around.  With property values down, and her 
income diminished, the banks turned their back on her leaving her 
with bankruptcy and foreclosure. 
 
It's easy for you to sit smug in your home and turn your nose up at 
people like Ms. Adkins.  But you're not better than she is, only 
luckier.  It was not skill or greater moral fiber that kept you out of 
her situation, just luck.  You dodged a bullet BethAnn. 
  
I believe that government should reflect the values of its people.  

 



 

It's people like you that want a government inspector for every 
woman's womb and a government referee in every bedroom.  I 
used to call myself a Christian, BethAnn, those are the values I was 
raised with.  But people like you have so poisoned the word that I 
no longer use it.  The author of my beliefs didn't have anything to 
say about wombs or sleeping arrangements, but he did have a few 
other things to say.  "Sell all you have and give it to the poor", he 
said.  "Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy", he 
said. "It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”, he said.  These are 
the values I want my government to reflect.  Not the ones that 
abandon people like Ms. Adkins while we kill children in foreign 
lands. 
  
What are your values BethAnn? 
* 
Stephanie 
What you wrote was incredibly intelligent and poignant.  People 
like BethAnn truly make me sick.  People like you give me hope. 
* 
Frances in California 
I'm not 100% sure but I think Ludwig is a TruthOut writer 
(anyway, I hope so)! 
* 
Chinaskee 
Like Ms. Adkins I have also been homeless living in a car since 
2008. Your post and a few others here are perfect examples of the 
disconnect mentioned elsewhere in this article. You folks who still 
have jobs and places to call home just don't get it. And unless you 
find yourself in this kind of situation you probably never will. Yes 
it is possible to lose everything, including your place to live 
without drugs or alcohol being involved. It's the economy people. 
For many of us the recession never ended and probably never will. 
This is now the second time in my life being homeless. The last 
time Jimmy Carter was President so I was a much younger man 

 



 

and was eventually able to pull myself out of it. All I can say is that 
if you don't want to this to happen to you stop putting Democrats 
in the White House. They're bad for the country. With the 
exception of Bill Clinton who got lucky with the internet bubble 
the fact is anytime you elect a Democrat President the country's 
economy goes to hell in a hand basket. And they do it on purpose 
because then they can step in like the great savior, load you up 
with social services and buy themselves another lifelong 
Democrat. Well they haen't bought me. And they won't. With the 
exception of unemployment benefits I have never taken a dime in 
food stamps or any other kind of government handout. And I don't 
intend to. 
*  
BethAnn3 
That may be her problem.  She eats out a lot.  That's $5 a day at 
places like In'N'Out for even just one meal.  She should try to find 
a soup kitchen to eat her hot meals.  If SB allows people to sleep in 
cars, hopefully they may have soup kitchens.   Though the town is 
so sprawling there may not be one near where she parks her van. 
* 
Beija_Flor   in reply to BethAnn3 
 Two words: truly clueless. 
* 
Disheartening 
BethAnn, what gives you the right to judge this woman? You don't 
know her. You don't know her life story. And you engage in 
baseless speculation about whether she has a drug habit or a mental 
illness, which is downright libelous to even suggest. You sit back 
in your comfy home with your full stomach and wonder why she 
can't make $150 last throughout the month for all her food 
purchases. Instead, you think she should be eating in soup kitchens 
- how dare she have a $5 hot meal each day. You have no heart. As 
far as I'm concerned, attitudes like yours are a big part of the 
reason that homelessness has gotten so out of control in this 
country. 

 



 

* 
Clamshell 
I'm single, white & have enough money to never be homeless. I 
don't come NEAR spending $one fifty a month on food.  
* 
JustMe27 
Presumably you have a kitchen in which to prepare your food.  I 
feed my family of four quite well on roughly $200 per month, but 
that involves buying basic ingredients in bulk and preparing 
everything from scratch.  If I had no kitchen, I'd be spending far 
more to purchase prepared foods.  I can bake a loaf of bread for a 
couple of dimes, but you cannot purchase prepared bread for 
anything near that. 
*  
K. 
Exactly. I'm a single woman and I can eat just fine on $150 a 
month (I spend about $150-$200 a month on groceries), but 90% 
of the meals I eat come out of my kitchen. She lives in a van, she 
doesn't have the option of cooking from scratch. Eating prepared 
food, which is all she has the option to do, is way more expensive 
than cooking from scratch. I've had very lean times where I was 
living on flour and water biscuits and beans and rice, but she can't 
do that - those foods need to be prepared someplace. 
* 
Disheartening 
Well, yay for you. Aren't you special? You spend no more than $5 a 
day on food? You are obviously quite resourceful. 
*  
busridingliberal 
If BethAnn is a Liberal, I'll eat my hat. That kind of "what's your 
problem, you can't live off of $150 a month, just need to tighten 
your belt and pull up your boot straps' attitude belongs firmly with 
the 'screw you, I got mine' GOP. But I'm sure she'll pray for her... 
I'll agree that she's hard hearted and add clueless. Clearly someone 
else does her grocery shopping. I'd like to hear just how she 

 



 

recommends stretching $37.50 a week without the luxury of a 
kitchen to cook it in, no less. May she never find herself in such an 
unenviable position. She might find herself beholden to people just 
like herself and realize just how screwed she is. 
* 
Gemini Jackson 
Well, at least the banks that caused all this weren't allowed to 
suffer, that would have been downright unamerican. 
                                                                                                                   
© Rolling Stone 
***************************************************** 
http://archive.calbar.ca.gov/Archive.aspx?articleId=72227&categor
yId=71838&month=10&year=2005 
 
EMERITUS ATTORNEY 
 
GLEN MOWRER could have rested on his laurels when he retired 
in 1999. He left behind a 41-year legacy on how to represent those 
without the means to hire their own counsel, as well as a 1969 
successful court case known as the “Public Defender Magna 
Carta,” which accorded attorneys appointed for indigent clients the 
same respect and consideration that retained counsel enjoyed. 
 
But Mowrer, 65, had other ideas. Immediately upon retiring after 
24 years as chief of the Public Defender’s Office of Santa Barbara 
County, he started The Legal Project. 
 
The Legal Project was a direct result of watching defendants, many 
of them homeless and living in campers, lose cases or enter pleas 
that were not to their benefit because, as defendants charged with 
infractions, they weren’t entitled to appointed counsel. 
 
In the more than five years of the project’s existence, Mowrer has 
counseled hundreds of people and enjoyed a 139-9 trial record 
representing poor people charged with infractions, including many 
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convicted of “habitating” in their campers because they can’t 
afford the area’s high rents. 
 
While the consequence of convictions for the people he has 
represented are usually small fines, “since the defendants are 
indigent, these fines regularly escalate into more serious matters 
and ultimately result in such persons serving jail sentences,” 
Mowrer has said. “This is a quiet tragedy that operates below the 
radar of our legal system.” 
***************************************************** 
 
                         SEATTLE, WASHINGTON  
 
http://keepballardfriendly.blogspot.com/2010/08/rv-dweller-to-
face-charges-over-sewage.html   
                                        THURSDAY, AUGUST 26, 2010 
 
RV dweller to face charges over sewage 
dumping in Venice California 
 
While Ballardites continue to be frustrated over the Seattle's lack 
of ability to do anything about our RV dweller problem, a recent 
article in the Los Angeles Times show that we are not alone. 
Residents of Venice California have been dealing with this 
problem too and from the sounds of it, they are encountering just 
as many road blocks as we are. It's beyond time for cities to take a 
responsible approach to this dangerous problem instead of 
shuffling it back and forth with no one claiming responsibility. We 
like to think we're progressive here in the Northwest, it's time 
Seattle backs up their rhetoric with actions that will fix this 
problem once and for all Emergencies - 911  Mayor's Office - 
(206) 684-4000 North Precinct - (206) 684-0794 Camped Vehicles 
- (206) 684-8763  Graffiti - (206) 684-7587   Encampments - (206) 
684-2489 Help for Homeless - (206) 461-3200  Trash & Carts - 

 

http://keepballardfriendly.blogspot.com/2010/08/rv-dweller-to-face-charges-over-sewage.html
http://keepballardfriendly.blogspot.com/2010/08/rv-dweller-to-face-charges-over-sewage.html


 

(206) 684-7587 Safeway Carts - (866) 539-2278 Non-emrgncy - 
(206) 625-5011-2-8 Library Security - (206) 684-5149     City 
Librarian - (206) 386-4147 
         THANK YOU FOR KEEPING BALLARD FRIENDLY 
Ballard is a vibrant Seattle neighborhood full of a wonderful 
mixture of young families, urban professionals and retirees. 
Unfortunately it is also an area that is increasingly adversely 
affected by public drunkenness, street altercations, and people 
sleeping and relieving themselves in alleyways and at the 
doorsteps of businesses.  We call on all Ballardites to work 
together and report unsafe behavior and environments, and insure 
our neighborhood continues to be one of the best, friendliest, and 
safest in Seattle. 
 
The area around 28th and 54th is known to have  encampments. 
Especially by the train tracks and at a small grassy area on Market 
St.  There is a constant problem with people sleeping and relieving 
themselves in business garages and empty lots in this area.  People 
have been seen passed out in front of bus stop on the north side of 
Market St.  Groups drinking and disrupting the public are a normal 
scene at Ballard Commons Park. They create a dangerous 
atmosphere.  Shop owners are in a constant battle with people 
sleeping in the entryway, and bathing in building bathrooms in this 
stretch of Market St.  The corner of Market and 22nd has frequent 
altercations. The Bergen Place Park and Marvin Gardens Park 
often have drunken individuals in them, and have trash and 
belongings scattered about.  The Ballard Public Library is one of 
the biggest problem spots. Large groups of disruptive individuals 
congregate outside the building and have  caused problems inside 
with patrons.  The grounds around the historic Carnegie Building 
on Market St. are another common hang out for disruptive 
individuals.  The parking lots by the Library often have people 
congregating, camping out, and disturbing the public. Street 
camping is also a problem on the surrounding streets.  The area 
around the 17th and Market Street has many issues including 

 



 

ongoing problems with drug dealing.  14th Ave is a haven for 
those who live in their cars, calling into question the safety and 
sanitation of the area 
 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 17, 2010 
Ballard Issues... Enforcement 
This was submitted today from a frustrated Ballardite. Very well 
said. Although we've seen things improving over the past couple of 
months, we still have a long way to go and can't forget to be ever 
watchful and attentive to our neighborhood.  Ballard 
Neighborhood Safety Issues  Does it all boil down to one word?  
"Enforcement!"  We read the post about all being calm and things 
being better, but as parents of a small child we would have to 
disagree.  We've been taking mental notes and realize the list is 
growing.  Shopping carts, full of trash, are still being parked 
outside of the library, big groups of street people taking over the 
water park, all day, they are loud, use terrible language and act 
inappropriate.  The empty lot on the corner of NW Market and 
15th Ave NW, where the Denny's was located, has a regular, daily, 
large group of transients, littering, drinking and who knows what 
else.  The same issues for the empty lot next to the Ballard, Central 
Market.  Then there is the ever growing case of the illegally 
parked, public health & safety issues created by the junker vehicle 
campers.  They have set up shop next to Fred Meyer, in addition to 
next to the lot by the Ballard Central Market. This is just a couple 
of locations completely out in the open.  The campers are full of 
trash and scary people who seem to do nothing more than drink 
and again, who knows what else.  These are all issues of public 
health and safety.  It is beyond us why this is allowed to continue.  
The solution is simple, enforcement of laws, rules, regulations and 
ordinances already in place.  As for the case of campers, everyone 
needs to go online and report the vehicles as abandoned vehicles, 
parked more than 72 hours.  Buildings and lots that are empty, full 
of trash and graffiti can be reported on the online DPD form as a 
complaint.  We have done this and it works.  A good place to start 

 



 

reporting would be the giant eye sore lot across from Ballard 
Blocks.  If you see a group of drunks and transients littering, 
loitering and drinking CALL the non-emergency #.  Follow up on 
reports!  Keep calling!  If not Ballard will be a ghetto.  The 
problems in Ballard are not indicative of the residents of Ballard.  
Keeping Ballard friendly starts with us! 
 
Active Ballard Family & Residents 
                                                                                                                 
© Keep Ballard Friendly 
***************************************************** 
http://www.myballard.com/forum/topic.php?id=793  
Two More Vehicles Reported and Documented 
Started 2 years ago by Ballard Coalition 
 
Ballard Coalition  Member 
Thanks to a Friend, we have two more vehicles reported and 
documented. To view these photos, please visit: 
http://ballardcoalition.blogspot.com/ . Please keep taking pictures 
folks. To have your reported vehicles documented on our blog, 
send them to bkpatrol3@gmail.com      
(Another legitimized American  Hate Group ) 
* 
Drinkypoo  I walked by both of these vehicles tonight and didn't 
really see to much of a problem with either. The car had obviously 
been sitting there for a while but there was no evidence of anyone 
living in it. There is a good chance it is owned by a homeowner 
and they have it parked in front of their house.  It was harder to tell 
whether the motorhome had anyone living in it or if it was just a 
neighbors. Either way neither vehicle had any garbage in the 
vicinity and were more eyesores than actual problems. There 
was nothing apparently criminal about either one of them.  I 
support the idea of your blog, but not if its going to be diluted with 
simple nitpicking. Go ahead get them stickered, and then watch 
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them move on. But most of the time its better to leave a note on the 
car or actually talk to your neighbor before calling parking 
enforcement or taking pictures and posting them online. 
* 
Ballard Coalition  Member   Good feedback. 
* 
Ballard Sucks Now   One way to tell if someone is living in a 
vehicle: take a look in the early morning and see if theres lots of 
condensation (moisture) on the inside of the windshield/ windows. 
If somebody has spent the night in there, by morning, there will be 
plenty of visible moisture on the inside of the windows.  I went by 
Our Redeemer's parking lot yesterday in the morning and there 
was an old U-Haul truck (painted white) parked there, and there 
was obviosuly someone sleeping inside - the windows where very 
wet on the insides. There was also a blue tent in the corner of the 
parking lot with someone living in it.  Hey BC, I tried to post on 
your blog, but was unable to. Can you put some details there on 
how to post, and how to post photos?  BTW, I was driving down 
14th this afternoon, and saw the infamous white van (265-YQZ). I 
have some photos that I tried to post there, but it wouln't let me.  
Let me try it here: 
http://i612.photobucket.com/albums/tt206/ballardsucksnow/265Y
QZ_01.jpg  
Note that they have renewed their plates. They still display the 
Disabled Parking 
 
Permit:http://i612.photobucket.com/albums/tt206/ballardsucksnow
/265YQZ_03.jpg 
I noted with disgust, it appears they are crapping out the back 
doors of the van and just dropping their TP in the street: 
http://i612.photobucket.com/albums/tt206/ballardsucksnow/265Y
QZ_04.jpg  
http://i612.photobucket.com/albums/tt206/ballardsucksnow/265Y
QZ_05.jpg  
* 
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Drinkypoo   Good point about the condensation, Ballard Sucks 
Now (what kinda name is that anyways?). It's legal to sleep in a car 
on the street without moving it for 72 hrs, but then neighbors need 
to prod it along after that. Nothing criminal about new tabs and 
disabled parking permits either, but those poo pictures just disgust 
me. 
* 
OingoBoingo      @ drinkypoo:   Two people will look at the same 
thing and come away with different descriptions. When I walked 
by these same vehicles, I saw street side storage for what looked to 
be junkers that have been there for well over a week, lived in or 
not. If it is a neighbor's, then they need to take responsibility and 
put the vehicle in their garage or driveway. Ringing doorbells and 
canvassing the neighborhood, asking who the owner might be is 
being a minder for someone who knows better. There is no 
criminal angle here, it's a matter of civic pride to keep 
neighborhoods free from vehicular debris lest other forms of debris 
'blow in' as it has in other parts of Ballard. 
* 
Ballard Coalition  Good points, OB. The car with a broken 
window is a good example of the broken window theory. If it was 
in front of my house for weeks on end, I would want it moved. 
Same for the RV. If it was there for more than one week, I would 
want it moved. This isn't being heavy-handed, it's the law. 72 hours 
is the limit.  As for posting on the BC Blog, to be added as an 
author, please send an email to bkpatrol3@gmail.com.    
http://ballardcoalition.blogspot.com/ 
* 
whitman  I would assume that those living in their cars/motor 
homes, choose to sleep on streets that are relatively safe and quiet. 
So, perhaps an idea would be to make them less quiet. A little wake 
up alarm at various hours of the night would certainly make 
sleeping in front of your house less desirable to them. Get one of 
those air horns, walk up to their window, and give them a blast. 
* 
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boardbrown   FYI- just a word of caution to all the Winnebago 
Rangers out there. Please be careful when identifying these 
vehicles as habitated...because many are not. For home owners 
who also own a mobile home, parking them in the street is often 
the only option. According to the Seattle Land Use Code, it is 
illegal to park a mobile home, recreational vehicle, or even a boat 
in your front yard. This includes driveways in your front yard. So 
rear yards are the only "hidden" option, but obviously not always 
feasible. Thus accounting for street parking. 
* 
Underpants Gnome   Someone had mentioned that the City of 
Seattle prohibits vehicles over 80 inches (such as RVs, tractor 
trailers, and larger trucks) from parking on most city streets (any 
street except those adjacent to Manufacturing or Industrial zoning) 
between the hours of midnight and 6:00 a.m.   I just checked out 
the dimensions of a few vehicles. It appears that any RV or camper 
would exceed the 80" width allowed on most streets by City of 
Seattle. Most of the larger vans would also exceed 80". So perhaps 
this is an additional point to make when reporting these vehicles. 
* 
Underpants Gnome  @  Whitman:   Forgive me for pointing this 
out if your comment was meant as sarcasm (in which case it was 
very funny), but I doubt that the neighbors living nearby would 
appreciate your late night air horn. :) 
* 
Ballard Coalition  Member   Wow! 80 inches. Won't most RVs 
exceed this? 

V   whitmanMember 
Definitely sarcasm. Perhaps you could just shake their vans in 
the middle of the night?  I am fortunate to not have the curb 
dwellers invade my street yet. But I do get to deal with Ballard 
Muffler guy playing musical chairs with his fleet of junk cars.  
 

 



 

(Author’s Note: My husband and I had a debate about whether this 
was actually promoting violence.   He didn’t think so at first but I 
pointed out that it was the actual putting on of hands to another’s 
body or property that is defined as VIOLENT and that this could be 
very frightening to a timid elderly woman or even a ’trigger’ for a 
PSTD-suffering Military Veteran, so we marked it with the ’V’)   
                                                                                                                 
© Keep Ballard Friendly  
***************************************************** 
http://www.myballard.com/forum/topic.php?id=8606MY 
BALLARD FORUM » OPEN FORUM 
No RV Parks in Ballard   Started 9 months ago  
* 
oldguybc 
This is a real sore spot, coming up to visit my family there is no 
RV accomodations anywhere near Ballard... the nearest decent 
place we can find is in Bothell. Tried one in Lynnwood a few years 
back and would up next door to two working girls and heard 
gunfire in the middle of the night. What would be wrong with 
building one on or near old Fort Lawton? Totem pole factory? Give 
me a break! 
* 
ballardpilot  Hell, I thought all of Ballard was the city's 
designated RV park... 
* 
ballardgirl Drove up 8th ave NW from Leary to market - there 
were a bunch of RV's 
* 
Sunset Hill David   I don't get it. They can't park in your driveway 
or on the street? How many big cities have RV parks anyway? 
* 
oldguybc 
Did that one year, just ran a hose and power cable out but the SPD 
did not like that one bit, that is the year we stayed out in 
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Lynnwood. Wasn't that bad though, the hookers were nice to the 
kids and those shots sounded like they were across Aurora, 
probably at the liquor store, the windows were boarded up the next 
morning... 
* 
Hill Dweller  My experience is that if you don't block the sidewalk 
or stay more than 2 days in one place, you can run a cord and park. 
Just make sure that the 3d day you are rolling, so the neighbors 
don't call the cops. 
* 
Dweezil  The price of land within a desirable neighborhood in a 
large city versus the income from renting out spaces. That would 
be my guess. There might be enough demand by the car campers 
who have jobs, but I can't imagine they could afford it. 
* 
great idea   A few months ago, I noticed they tore down some 
(pretty ugly) housing here, right where the Discovery Park Loop 
trail crosses the road that heads down to the beach. These houses 
were always an eyesore, especially after coming out of an idyllic 
woods setting. Maybe it was all the junk that collected in the front 
yards? (who invented carports anyway--do you really want to see 
all the crap that's normally in one's garage?) anyway, I was very 
happy to see them razed. I know that there's plans for some sort of 
development up there. Maybe if they clustered the housing all 
together, there might be room for an rv park. as long as I don't have 
to see it when I'm strolling around the park. Sort of a 'Not-in-
someone-else's-yard' person I am! 
* 
ballardsucka  i've seen plenty of RV's parked temporarily in my 
neighborhood (not the beat-up permanent resident type but the 
visiting family member type). if i were you i'd just roll in and hook 
up. if the cops hassle you for staying a couple of days or even a 
week i'd politely explain that you were a visiting guest, and if they 
were so worried about illegal rv camping in ballard then why aren't 
they doing anything about the fleet of RV's parked down in the 

 



 

industrial zone. remember that this is Seattle, and people will 
complain about any and everything, so it might also help to have 
your family members talk to the neighbors before you actually 
arrive to help avoid having to deal with the authorities in the first 
place. 
* 
SPG   I think you'd avoid a visit from the cops if your family who 
lives here would give a polite heads up to their neighbors that you 
will be coming and exactly how long you will be staying. Even an 
uptight neighbor will give you a pass if they know you're only 
going to be here a week. They won't if they're afraid you're going 
to be permanent. Of course all this advice is void if there is a 
current feud amongst the neighbors. Your family isn't the crazy one 
on the block, are they? 
* 
Ballardsucka  well, they do have relatives camping in an RV in 
front of their house, so the odds seem pretty high. 
* 
motored    Lots of parking spots down at the marina. Facilities too. 
Would be nice if they let tourists and visitors park there. Are they 
private or public? If this area can't support trailer parks as viable 
businesses, when they have more permanent type of rental 
arrangements, urban campers and a few tourists are not going to 
work.  Not surprised in the least that family gets hassled by SPD 
parking outside their family's home. but the a$$h*le$ that are 
creating problems, crimes, and dumping their sewage right on the 
street are ignored except for the occasional orange tag. 
* 
ballardpilot  By the way, GI - the new "development" project at 
Fort Lawton is for the homeless. The most beautiful real estate in 
Seattle. 
* 
great idea As long as the buildings don't have carports revealing 
all the junk inside, I don't care who lives there. I thought it was 
going to be a 'mixed income' development? Are the Magnolians 

 



 

still fighting this tooth and nail? 
* 
ballardpilot  I believe it's a done deal, but better to ask someone in 
Magnolia if they're still fighting it. I just don't think that the most 
spectacular park in the city (and the largest undeveloped natural 
space) is the right place for a homeless shelter. I would rather that 
the space was left open. Then again, I thought it was incredibly 
stupid to put a sewage treatment plant there, too, so what do I 
know. 
* 
oldguybc   I remember those old trashy apartment buildings, what 
an eyesore they were, hope they got them all... think they once had 
something to do with the army housing but were probably a mess 
back then too. Ah, the Seattle City Council... to plagiarize Stephen 
King, just listen for the POP! 
* 
ballardpilot  I believe the units in question were WWII-era 
housing that was used by enlisted folks. Not exactly the nicest 
housing (hey, I've lived in similar hovels) but talk about location 
location location...For those who have never been there, on some 
nice day go to Discovery Park and walk up to the beautiful old 
houses on "Officer's Row" on the hill above the meadow (you can't 
actually go in, they're still being used as residences, or were last 
time I went by, so respect the "keep out" signs). These are 
spectacular turn-of-the-last-century homes (mansions?) used by 
some very lucky officers - with sweeping views across the 
meadows with all of Puget Sound in the distance. "Million dollar 
views" doesn't adequately capture it.   The housing that is (was?) 
torn down to be replaced with a homeless development is nothing 
like these grand old homes, but even though it was funky, it was in 
an incredibly beautiful setting. Discovery Park is a real gem, and I 
hate to see any more of it developed for *any* purpose. 
* 
oldguybc Can someone please tell me the theory behind a 
homeless development? Who would use this development? What 

 



 

would they use it for? Would it stop the homeless from moving 
down here to CA in the winter? Welllll, let me think about that... 
* 
ballardmama  I think there should be a horse stable in Discovery 
Park. New Orleans, New York, San Francisco all have horse 
stables right downtown in their big parks (Audubon, Central and 
Golden Gate). Even Chicago has a downtown stable. But I imagine 
that horses are about as appealing sounding as the homeless to 
Magnolia residents. 
* 
V70volvo  I work at a business in south Ballard. We have R.V.'s 
Parked all around the neighborhood. Which dont move, collect 
trash and Four Loco cans outside them. As well as using our 
planter strips for there toilet. A couple of them are respectable, 
while majority of them are not! 
* 
kelly  I'll sign your petition against RV parks in ballard!  keep 
these guys from lighting themselves on fire. 
* 
onederfullone   Signature #2 
* 
oldguybc  Hey guys, I said NEAR Ballard, not IN Ballard, 
somewhere close, like maybe that area no one uses over by the zoo 
near old 99, or old Ft Lawton (positive cash flow instead of 
expense of maintaining a homeless shelter). On second thought 
what is wrong with IN Ballard? Serve to maybe clearing out some 
of those old buildings south of Leary over by 8th... I'm talking 
about a classy, well appointed (pool, meeting rooms, rec rooms, 
hot tub, [cocktail lounge?]), well managed RV park with 50-60 
spaces available for 2 weeks at a time ONLY... check out Blue Ox 
RV Park in Salem OR... make it available to some of these RV 
clubs, their RVs probably cost more than most of the stick homes 
(not mine, I have a cheapie)... it would sure beat the clutter that is 
there now and maybe would serve to run all the dry camping 
vagrants away... any comments? 

 



 

* 
great idea   The way you describe it oldguybc, I think it would be 
a reasonable project. Especially the two week time limit/stay 
option. I think motor homes can be arranged in such a way that 
they reflect the ideals of new urbanism. With the density you 
mentioned, I can envision a nice pedestrian-friendly environment 
with some shared space (laundry facilities, maybe even communal 
dining facilities). Not quite a co-op, but a pleasant place to stay for 
those that want to visit our fair city for a few weeks in the comfort 
of their own vehicle. I'm not sure if it would have any real effect 
on the 'dry camping vagrants' though. 
***************************************************** 
The new term for gypsy/travellers: DRY-CAMPING VAGRANTS. 
***************************************************** 
http://www.myballard.com/forum/topic.php?id=661                    
 
Legal to live in your car/camper on public streets!!! 
Started 2 years ago        Tags:  vagrant  Rvs  campers 
 
blite     There is a camper with homeless people parked on our 
residential block. Over the weekend they moved from one end of 
the block to the other. At our block party this weekend none of the 
neighbors knew who the camper belonged to. I found out 
surprising information this morning when I called the Seattle 
police non-emergency number to report people living in their 
camper on our street. The operator I spoke to said they would send 
a police officer around to ask them to move the camper but there 
wasn't anything else they could do since it was legal to live in your 
camper or car on a public street. Amazing, you can have homeless 
people living in front of your house and there isn't anything the 
police can do about it! 
* 
PhinneyLife    I know! I also heard that anyone can put up condos 
and mega-houses to block out the sun on all sides of your property! 
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And there is nothing the police can do about this either! 
* 
gcm   I don't know how wide the offending vehicle is, but it is 
illegal for vehicles over 80 inches wide to park on the street 
between midnight and 6 AM, according to the Seattle Municipal 
Code. 
http://www.seattle.gov/Transportation/parking/parking72hour.htm 
* 
Bamber    Ugh. We had the same thing a few weeks ago - a guy 
living in his car directly in front of our house. I called the 
abandoned vehicle # a few times to report it - I'm not sure if 
anything was done about it - but the guy finally moved. And I felt 
bad - I never want to see someone in that situation - I was torn 
between wanting to give the guy groceries -and turn him in.   
Unfortunately, I think we're going to see lots more of this in the 
coming months. 
* 
blite      After talking to my neighbors this guy has been around for 
over a week just moving his camper every few days within a few 
blocks of here. The police officer who came out today put a sticker 
on his car saying it would be impounded if not moved in 3 days. 
He said the plates were expired & he couldn't trace the owner of 
the vehicle. He noted that in his experience it is often convicts 
doing this and that the crime follows this transient population. He 
said Seattle has some of the most liberal laws related to 
homelessness in the nation and all the police can do is ask them 
move. Last Friday an elderly neighbor (in his eighties) was 
mugged in his front yard while doing yard work. A guy stole his 
wallet & took off. (obviously in the mind of the writer, the criminal 
preying on the elderly came from the RV dweller). Our neighbors 
on the same corner see cars park and drug deals happening in 
broad daylight. She calls the cops & takes down license plates but 
there appears little they can do. I wonder where our city leadership 
is on this problem? 
* 

 



 

Mondoman      In addition to calling the police with the license 
number, would it help to post the license numbers online, such as 
in a forum thread here? 
* 
nwcitizen       Have you tried to talk to this fellow? 
* 
Suthii    You mean to tell him to move on, this is not a camp 
ground? 
* 
BallardDINK    
Is this something we can solve with a citizen's initiative? Tim 
Eyman style? Get some laws passed that prohibit vagrancy, 
camping on city property, living in vehicles, etc. 
* 
blite    
The police tried talking to him and he wouldn't answer but it was 
clear he was there as you could see the camper moving. The 
license plate is WA 353-ACU which expired in 2001. The camper 
is beige TIOGA camper with a dark brown stripe around it. So far 
it hasn't been moved from 59th & 30th but beware if it comes to 
your street. We waited several days before calling the police to 
make sure it wasn't a guest of any of our neighbors but if you see 
it, you'll know.  I would love if there was an initiative to ban 
camping in the street. I've never lived somewhere where it was 
legal.    I was surprised. 
* 
xad  
Yes we could start an initiative, whether it would pass and actually 
be enforced is a completely different question. Vagrancy laws 
have been deemed unconstitutional and they should be. 
Camping on city property is illegal, but enforcement is selective. 
Pretty much don't cause a problem/be noticed and we won't mess 
with you which seems appropriate to me. Car camping is legal in 
Seattle as long as you move 72 hours after you get stickered. 
Personally I don't see anything wrong with sleeping in a vehicle as 

 



 

long as they pick a good spot that doesn't bother anyone and keep 
the area clean. I think that it is just ridiculous to park in front of 
someone’s house. I know that if I was in that position I would try 
to find the most out of the way spot. Its kind of a grey area in 
between being a responsible person in poverty or being a bum. 
* 
SPG    You'd think that with expired plates from 8 years ago they'd 
be able to just impound the vehicle on the spot. 
* 
Nwcitizen    Trying to pass an initiative to stop someone from 
parking on a public street as long as they observe the 72 hour limit 
seems like a long shot to me. 
* 
Ballard Sucks Now   I saw this camper parked on (I think) 30th 
NW last weekend. I noticed it seemed out of place, and looked 
kind of sketchy to me (it had parts broken off it, was generally run-
down, and didn't look like it was road-worthy). I didn't see anyone 
going in or out of it. Now that I know it's a vagrant's hangout, I'll 
look for it more carefully. 
* 
Ballard Is Alright  This camper has been parked in the median on 
14th between 58th and 59th off and on for the past year and a half. 
* 
Ballard Sucks Now  Member    Sounds like a call to the police is 
in order. 
* 
98107    Yes, call the Abandoned car hotline, Abandoned Vehicle 
Hotline: (206) 684-8763 or fill out the online form: 
https://www.seattle.gov/police/forms/Abandoned_Vehicles.htm   
Keep doing it, and hopefully they will move on: no one likes 
tickets! 
* 
Ballard Sucks Now    Speaking of abandoned cars with homeless 
people (or bums) living out of them...there is obviously some 
changes happening to the parking codes going on. You have 

 



 

undoubtedly seen the packs of campers, vans, old school buses 
and cars that have people living in them. The streets east of 
Ballard Market/the former bowling alley/Safeway used to have 
people parked and living in those vehicles. The city has recently 
been putting up "no parking midnight - 5 am" (roughly) up and 
down that street, and - surprise! - these encampments have been 
shooed away....a block or two. I now see groups of campers parked 
by the Citgo gas station & 7-11 a couple blocks east/southeast of 
there....with Honda generators hooked up, barbeque grills set up, 
the works! On one hand, I'm glad they have been "pushed" in that 
direction, rather than towards my house. OTOH, if I lived on the 
streets where they've relocated, I'd be pretty pissed.  Does anyone 
know what the city is up to? I mean, do they have a plan to deal 
with this spreading? It doesn't take a genius to realize that if 
overnight camping is restricted on a couple streets, the offenders 
will simply move a block over and set up their generators and 
barbeques.   More to the point...what is the POLICY driving this? 
Is it just to force these campers to someplace that's not quite so 
visible (like, in front of YOUR house)? What can be done to get 
the city to discourage people from living in vehicles when they 
*do* show up on your street? 
* 
98107 Squeak and the wheel will be greased: I heard that some 
neighbors complained about all the campers up and down 14th, 
complained long and hard, and finally got those signs up.  Anyone 
want to make some fake "No Parking 2 - 5 AM" signs and put 
them up on your street? 
* 
cma319   I don't think you need to get an initiative passed--you 
just need to lobby the city council to change the ordinance. (I guess 
an initiative would be the back up plan). At a block watch meeting 
we had police officers that expressed great frustration at not being 
able to do much about this problem. In their opinion, the single 
biggest obstacle to getting better laws was councilmember Nick 
Licata. Writing the city council wouldn't take more energy than 

 



 

posting here (just cut and paste your post!). and all of the forum 
readers wrote in... 
* 
Gilman Girl    I could get some fake No Parking signs made up. 
Up to someone else to mount them tho... My connection is the 
same person who printed up the Visualize Ballard bumper sticker. 
They also this year made the STOP Visualizing Ballard bumper 
sticker (that didn’t get much circulation)   (you have it admit, it’s 
amusing that we the Travellers are castigated for breaking the 
“law” with our very existence but the real citizens are willing to 
break the law in order to run us out of there neighborhood) 
* 
PSTORM  
I live in a motorhome. I am parked across the street from the "art 
church" I am 26, gainfully employed with a non-profit mental 
health day treatment center that I have been with for 5 years. I 
make decent money, care for the neighborhood I live in and 
generally mind my own business. While I realize there are some 
unsavory characters living in motorhomes in ballard I think it is 
important to judge the person inside the motorhome on a case-by-
case basis. I am a regular guy who does not want to spend $800.00 
a month on an apartment I never use. Get to know your mobile 
neighbors, we aren't all scumbags. 
* 
WhooWhoo  
In all this I keep hearing some voice saying “be careful of what 
you ask for..."  On our street there is an up-tight neighbor that just 
had to meddle and be the self-proclaimed 'Mr. Neighborhood 
Association'. He didn't like some cars parking too close to HIS 
alleyway (though it's the same alley of us use without any access 
problems or complaints - and we all drive similar sized vehicles). 
Anyway, one day we noticed there were ugly no-parking signs 
inserted into the green grassy area right in-front what used to be a 
view from one neighbors window, and another neighbor, who had 
no complaints either, now cannot park HIS cars in front of HIS 

 



 

own home. Wow, Thanks Mr. Neighborhood Association!  Before 
you start complaining and enacting new laws to protect yourself 
from the outside world, consider what would happen if you lost it 
all and had to hit the road with nothing but what you could stuff in 
your car/RV??? It happens every day. Really, what are you going to 
do - send them down the road to someone else's neighborhood, 
maybe send them to a lower rent area of the city!? Yeah, those 
people aren't as privileged as us in Ballard... Better yet send them 
to a homeless 'living in my car' concentration camp where they 
can't bother you! Are they less than you and I, really? 
* 
dibble_house   
I agree...don't paint this situation with one brush. I live in Crown 
Hill and work in Ballard off Leary. Our office is routinely 
surrounded by up to 8 or 9 campers. Do they look scruddy? Yeah, 
so what? Do they take up street (employee)parking? Yeah, but 
hardly all of it.  Sometimes spare change a bit? Sure, but it's not 
bad.   Do they most of the time mind their business? Yea, haven't 
bothered me or made me uncomfortable. Some people have to live 
this way, some people to choose to. Onlookers never have the full 
view.  BUT...my work area is their home and still they put buckets 
of persumably solid human waste in buckets right on the sidewalk 
is crude and throwing out half eaten dinner isn't pretty after a 
couple days either. Along with the cans of Steel Reseves rolling 
around. All I want is everyone clean up after themselves.   I don't 
duce in your camper, don't duce on public sidewalks!   We all have 
to live and work in these places, let's do each other the favor. 
* 
Ballard Sucks Now  They can go to hell. Professional panhanders 
who crap in buckets and dump that on the sidewalks...you consider 
this OK. Great.  Un-frigging-believable.  "Come to Ballard....we 
don't mind if you shit on the sidewalks!" - the next bumper sticker? 
* 
Bamber  
I agree with both sides of the argument. Do I want to see a 

 



 

homeless person living in their car/camper in front of my house - 
the same house that we pay an oppressive mortgage on and work 
incredibly hard for? No, I don't. At the same time, I don't want to 
end up in the same situation and feel sad for the people that do. I 
wish there was a happy medium. In a perfect world...    (I rarely 
want to interfere with the voices in the comments section, but I just 
want to delicately point out why there is a Constitution in this 
country, unlike my fellow Travellers in the International sections 
that follow.)  
* 
chopper 74   I think that most issues would be gone if they policed 
themselves better, they all know each other, they are in the 
situation, and unless they do start to take responsibility in that 
manner, the community will continue to work to remove them.  
Sad as it is, I don't want to condone or ignore a situation that isn't 
keeping Ballard safe and comfortable for this community. That's 
what I'd suggest, and direct at PSTORM, and others in the same 
boat.   I don't understand how an expired tag can be allowed 
anywhere on the street, especially, while it is being driven around 
from place to place, I'd like to know what that's about. 
* 
Ynh98107    I do think we as a community need to contact our 
local politicians and new mayor's office on these matters. 
Although, I feel sorry for the homeless, I do not like when they 
litter our communities, run generators on our streets, destroy public 
property, etc., such as urban RV living. There are RV parks for that.  
Here is an example of the City of Atlanta's code on this matter, in 
which RV and camper living apply. Seattle has not dealt with this 
issue well, ever. 
City of Atlanta - Sec. 106-12. Urban Camping and Improper Use 
of Public Places 
(a) Definitions. For purposes of this section,  
(1) “Camp” shall mean residing in or using a public street, 
sidewalk, or park for private living accommodations, such as 
erecting tents or other temporary structures or objects providing 

 



 

shelter; sleeping in a single place for any substantial prolonged 
period of time; regularly cooking or preparing meals; or other 
similar activities. 
(2) “Storing personal property” shall mean leaving one's personal 
effects, such as, but not limited to, clothing, bedrolls, cookware, 
sleeping bags, luggage, knapsacks, or backpacks, unattended for 
any substantial prolonged length of time. This term shall not 
include parking a bicycle or other mode of transportation. 
(3) “Public park” includes all municipal parks, public playgrounds, 
public plazas, attractions, and monuments. 
(4) “Public street” includes all public streets and highways, public 
sidewalks, public benches, public parking lots, and medians. 
(b) Public parks. It shall be unlawful to camp or to store personal 
property in any park, as defined above, owned by the city.  
(c) Public streets. It shall be unlawful to camp, to sleep, to store 
personal property, to sit or to lie down on any public street, as 
defined above.  
* 
megannoel    if you see campers leaking sewage or human waste 
(ick!) as i have seen before, you can call the health department 
about that. 
* 
AtheistGoddess     I'm probably going to take a lot of cr*p about 
this... 
If you lost your job, and ended up losing your home... wouldn't 
you have family or friends who would help you? Give you a room 
or a couch to sleep on? Money? A place to park your RV? What 
kinds of people have nobody?? If they are too prideful to accept 
help from people they know (or even charities), don't you think 
that kind of person wouldn't stoop to camping on a residential 
street and waving their situation to the world?   People who are 
living on the street in front of your home don't give a sh*t about 
you, or anyone else. Why do you bleed for them?  I grew up with a 
brother who was homeless for 20 years. I am extremely well aware 
of the homeless situation and what kinds of people live that way. 

 



 

Good, decent people do end up homeless... and that really is a 
shame. But they are not the ones leaving shit on the sidewalk and 
parking their junker in front of your $600k home... 
* 
Nora Bell  
Point of order, good decent people do sometimes end up having 
nobody to turn to.  But you're right that people who live in campers 
and don't clean up after themselves are not concerned with 
anything but themselves. Let's hope those campers are in the 
minority. 
* 
20feet  
There seems to be a lot of hostility towards these people. I don't 
personally have experience with them save for the random times I 
have seen campers about that are obviously being lived in. But 
how can we throw all of these people into the same lump, sure 
some of them, probably most, don't care too much for the 
neighborhood they live in, and do icky things like dump human 
waste into the street etc... But we just heard from one guy who 
seems like he is a normal dude but lives in an RV. There are places 
to dump the black water from RV's. People who live in boats at the 
Marina have to deal with it too! To be honest, my hubby and I are 
having to consider living in an RV for a while soon. Not because 
we are scumbags or anything, we are actually going to be building 
a house, but the cost of the mortgage on the new house, plus our 
current house, is way too much. Ideally we would live on our lot, 
but there is really no way we could fit an RV and be able to get it 
out after the house is built. We could live with my parents, but who 
really wants to move back in with their folks after living on their 
own? Would you want to move back in with your mom for a year? 
I didn't think so. We plan on utilizing our gym memberships a lot 
more... since we will need a place to shower, may as well run on 
the treadmill for 20 minutes while we are there. 
* 
BallardDINK   20feet, for the cost of an RV you can simply get an 

 



 

apartment for a year. No need to shower at the gym, you have a 
comfortable place to eat and sleep and host guests, and you're not 
stuck with having to sell a used RV. 
* 
20feet  
BallardDINK, not if you get a really cheap RV (like $4000 max). 
Plus we have a few dogs, one of which is going to be close to 65 
lbs by the end of the year. Try finding an apt that will allow dogs, 
let alone one for less than $300 per month. With utilities and 
electric included. We plan on mooching off our family for use of 
their yards etc... and with the house being built we are going to put 
in a sewage line for draining the RV tanks, plus we will have 
garbage and mail there. 
* 
ynh98107    This forum is discussing a common, more specific, 
Seattle problem, not all people who own RVs. I own an RV. 
However, there is a difference between the vagrants living outside 
the Sunset Bowl and someone who, perhaps is living in an RV 
while building a house, or even, dare I say it, go camping. 
* 
20feet  @  ynh98107, true, we are actually excited to get an old 
school 70's winnie to live in while we build the house, and then 
actually use for camping afterwards! 
* 
SPG   From all the car campers I've dealt with, the majority were 
living that way because they had burned all their bridges by 
stealing or cheating their friends. Occasionally you'd run into the 
one who wasn't a junkie, but just 'not quite right', though not 
insane.  People who end up down on their luck and are going to 
live in an RV will generally go to an RV park. Druggies who do it 
won't go to the RV park because the RV park won't put up with 
their shenanigans and they're happier to give the RV park rent to 
their dealer. 
* 
AtheistGoddess     SPG - thank you! 

 



 

* 
20feet - If you're a decent sort of person, you won't be parking 
your camper on a street where you have no ties. The people that do 
that are exactly the kind of people  you don't want doing it. 

V   just_another_Norwegian   
If you park your RV on my street, I guarantee you that you will 
regret it.  
                                                                                                            
                                        “…my street…” 
 
                                                                                                                   
                                                                        © My Ballard.com 
*****************************************************  
        BRITISH COLUMBIA, CANADA 
 
http://www.rvbusiness.com/tag/rv-parking/ 
 
B.C. Resident Instigates RV Parking Review 
 
July 1, 2011 by RV Business  
 
By mid-summer, council should have an idea of how Maple Ridge, 
British Columbia,  residents feel about recreational vehicles and 
where they should be parked. The Maple Ridge News reported that 
district staff will distill comments from Wednesday’s (June 29) 
open house, put them all into a report, then let council make the 
decision, likely in the fall.  RV regulation was a burning issue this 
spring after one resident filed more than 100 complaints about 
improperly parked RVs, creating an avalanche of complaints and 
leading staff to issue relocation orders for some of the RVs.  
Residents were given four concepts to comment on during the open 
house in municipal hall. 
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• Concept A would allow any size RV to be stored on a residential 
lot, providing it fits completely within property lines. 
 
• Concept B proposed the same thing, with one condition: all RVs 
be set back from the property line, to give neighbors breathing 
space. 
 
• Concept C says only vehicles up to 25 feet long can be parked in 
front yards and those larger have to go in the back or along the side 
of a house. The district’s current bylaw bans RVs larger than 25 
feet long. 
 
• Concept D limits vehicles longer than 25 feet to either the side or 
back of the lot, allowing RVs shorter than that in the front and 
requiring setbacks from property lines all the way around. 
 
The district also wanted feedback on new rules for taking 
complaints from people on bylaw infractions.  It suggested that in 
an urban area, people could only be able to complain about 
something if their house was within a 328-foot radius of whatever 
was bugging them. In rural areas, that distance would be 1,312 
feet. It also proposed limiting to three the number of complaints a 
resident can make within a year.  The current RV controversy 
resulted in bylaws issuing removal orders for some RVs, but 
enforcement action has been suspended while the review is 
underway. 
 
Currently, there’s no limit on the number of licensed vehicles on a 
property, while only two unlicensed vehicles can be stored on a 
property. 
***************************************************** 
For Once, RVers Get Reprieve on Parking Issue 
June 29, 2012 by RV Business  

 



 

 
Motorhome and RV owners in Port Moody, British Columbia, are 
getting a reprieve this summer, and it has nothing to do with the 
cool weather. 
 
Coquitlam Now reported that after enacting a bylaw earlier this 
year that put restrictions on the length of time large vehicles could 
be parked on city streets, politicians have voted to strike down a 
portion of the new rules.  While commercial and oversized vehicles 
are still only allowed to park on streets for a maximum of 48 hours, 
RVs, trailers and motorhomes can stay parked indefinitely.  The 
bylaw was originally enacted because the city receives a number of 
complaints from residents regarding parking each month. 
 
Since the bylaw took effect in March, the city has enforced it on a 
complaint basis, handling just 25 complaints regarding nine 
vehicles. But after receiving feedback from RV owners who argued 
the bylaw was too onerous, council decided to make a change. 
 
Councilman Gerry Nuttall, who noted he owns a travel trailer, said 
the bylaw didn’t address issues like people visiting family or 
friends who might be staying longer than two days, or the time it 
takes RV owners to prep or winterize their vehicles. Council asked 
staff to review the bylaw next year after more data is collected.  
Not all councilmen wanted to see the bylaw change. Rick Glumac 
voted against it, citing concerns over safety, specifically over RVs 
blocking drivers’ views. 
***************************************************** 
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